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^J^zdiaation
This book is dedicated with gratitude to all teachers of youth who
have given their love, time, and energies to help develop young people
into fine Christian men and women.



^̂O%E0JO%cl
Welcome to the book, "Youth Power For God." Be assured

that the aim of this book is to bring ablessing to your life. It is true
that many in the world where you live daily as young people, are not
following God. You may have even felt at times that the only thing to
do is to join them in their evil ways. Please do not come to this
conclusion, because it is false. The true winners of youth are those
who look to God for guidance.

God will help you and give you power to stand up for what is
right. At the moment, your eyes may be blinded by the glitter of sin,
but this will fade, and be assured that those who choose the road of
sin, NEVER WIN!

Whether you choose to read this book individually, or with
others in ayouth class, it is hoped that you will read each chapter with
adesire to follow God's pathway of doing right. Dare to be different!
Stand up and be counted for God. Apply these lessons to your life and
make aspecial effort to share them with others.

You have your life before you, and God will give you power to
win if you will faithfully live for Him.

Whether you are ayouth or ateacher of youth, thanks for
choosing "Youth Power For God." Surely those who live and teach
these principles from God's word will find joy in allowing God to
guide them with power.

May the Lord keep you in His service always.

T h e A u t h o r
Benny B. Bristow
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Chapter 1

ACall To Be King
1 S a m u e l 1 6

I N T R O D U C T I O N :

Some of the most exciting stories in the Bible
are centered around the history of the kings. It is true
that these kings were either good and faithful or
extremely evil, and God responded to them as they
ruled His people. The kings of the Bible were involved
in battles of war, riches, sins of the flesh, and even in
idolatry.

In this book, we wish to focus in on one of these
kings, “David, the Sweet Singer of Israel.” From the
beginning, David was agreat king! Yes, he had his
m o m e n t s w h e n h e w a s w e a k , b u t w h e n h i s l i f e i s
p laced on God’s sca les of r ighteousness, he is
des igna ted as "A man a f te r God ’s own hear t , "
(Acts 13:22). Let us begin by studying how David, a
shepherd boy was anointed king of Israel.

C a l l H i m F r o m t h e F i e l d s

A s t h e s u n i n t h e e a s t e r n h o r i z o n m a d e k n o w n i t s

brilliance over the valley of Bethlehem many years ago,
it found ayoung shepherd boy watching his father’s
sheep. To David, this was just another day of work with
the sheep, but God had different plans for him. May we
leave David with his sheep for afew moments to learn
what God was planning.

1



Saul was the king of God’s people at this time.
However, he had lived in disobedience, and in the eyes
of the Lord, disobeying is wrong whether the guilty one
is abeggar or king! Thus, Samuel, agreat prophet of
God, was instructed to anoint another king for Israel.
H i s i n s t r u c t i o n s w e r e t o v i s i t t h e h o u s e o f J e s s e t h e
B e t h l e h e m i t e : “ F o r I h a v e p r o v i d e d M y s e l f a k i n g
among his sons” (v. 2) . “Take ahei fer wi th you,
and say, ‘ I have come to sacr ifice to the Lord. ’
T h e n i n v i t e J e s s e t o t h e s a c r i fi c e , a n d I w i l l
show you what you shall do; you shall anoint for
Me the one Iname to you” (vss. 2,3). Even though
Samuel feared King Saul, he feared the Lord even more,
and he made haste to obey.

I t m u s t h a v e b e e n a t h r i l l f o r J e s s e t o l e a r n t h a t

one of his sons would be aking. Just imagine how these
boys dressed themselves wi th the best c lo th ing
possible. In fact, they were dressed so well and
appeared so strong and brave that it was no doubt
di fficul t for Samuel to make achoice. Final ly though,
he looked upon Eliab and said, “Surely the Lord’s
anointed is before Him” (v. 6). However, the Lord
sa id to Samuel , “Do not look a t h is appearance or
a t t h e h e i g h t o f h i s s t a t u r e , b e c a u s e I h a v e
r e f u s e d h i m . F o r t h e L o r d d o e s n o t s e e a s m a n
sees; for man looks at the outward appearance,
but the Lord looks at the heart” (v. 7).

L: S a m u e l w a sA t t h i s p o i n t
choosing based on his own feel ings wi thout the
guidance of God. Remember, man’s ways are not God’s
ways. It is certainly strange that Samuel, after being
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so deceived by Saul’s countenance and stature, could be
so forward to judge aman by this rule. When
chooses aking, he looks at his outward appearance, but
God looks at his heart.

Have you ever neglected acertain classmate because
he or she was not the most attractive, but later found
them to be the best? Jesus was refused as king by
many because He did not appear physically as they
imagined, but truly He was the Son of God! Yes, the
heart is what is most important. The apostle Peter
e x p r e s s e d i t i n t h e s e w o r d s : “ B u t l e t i t b e t h e
h i d d e n p e r s o n o f t h e h e a r t , w i t h t h e
incor rup t ib le o rnament o f agen t le and qu ie t
spir i t , which is very precious in the sight of
God” (1 Peter 3:4).

m a n

After Eliab was refused, there appeared the other
six who were present, but Samuel said very firmly that
the Lord had not chosen them. This must have come as a
great shock to Jesse, and he may have wondered if
some mistake had been made. At this point, the prophet
asked, “Are all the young men here?” (v. 11)i
J e s s e m u s t h a v e f e l t t h a t t h e s e w e r e t h e m o s t
important ones, however, it was afact that he had one
other son in the field tending sheep. Therefore, after
hearing about this last son, Samuel requested that he
be brought to him at once. When David was called and
made his appearance, surely it was ashock to imagine
this young shepherd boy as aking. How is he described?
He had aclear, fair complexion, agood eye, and alovely
face. The Lord immediately said, “Arise, anoint him;
for this is the onel” (v. 12). With this instruction
f r o m t h e L o r d , “ S a m u e l t o o k t h e h o r n o f o i l a n d
anointed him in the midst of his brothers; and

3



t h e S p i r i t o f t h e L o r d c a m e u p o n D a v i d f r o m
that day forward” (v. 13).

N o t i c e t h a t D a v i d w a s a s k e d t o

appear for the purpose of being anointed. If we have the
proper skills and abilities today, we do not have to go
around boast ing and te l l ing others what we can do.
Strength has away of making itself known without the
help of self-praise. David didn’t even attend the feast,
but he was still anointed king! Don’t ever boast of your
abilit ies, but rather show them by your l ife to others.
The Bible teaches this principle-take alower seat and
then if you are worthy, you will be invited to ahigher
one. It is much easier to go upward when invited than
to step downward when rejected. Let us spend our time
WORKING and we will not be guilty of BOASTING. It has
been said that “Usually the greatest boasters are the
smallest workers. The deep rivers pay alarger tr ibute
t o t h e s e a t h a n s h a l l o w b r o o k s , a n d y e t e m p t y
themselves with less noise” (Seeker).

L

The anointing of David as king was not at first
made known to King Saul. The word of God tells us that
the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul. Surely it was
an empty feeling to loose the Spirit of God. It seems
that any person (young or old) living without God does
not have aspecial purpose for life! Saul had known the
power of God guiding his steps, but now disobedience
has brought him rejection and sorrow.

©}^: God does not come down directly
today as He did during the days of Saul, but He is still
present in the hearts of His people. If God and His grace

L
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do not rule us, sin and Satan will possess us, and will
leave us torn without the favor of God. How can any
accountable person l ive another day wi thout obeying
t h e c o m m a n d s o f t h e L o r d t o b e c o m e a C h r i s t i a n ? H o w

can asoul fall into the condition of King Saul and still
be con ten t?

Saul became so miserable that he needed aphysician
to help him during this time of emptiness and the loss
o f G o d . E v e n i f h e c o u l d h a v e r e c e i v e d m o d e r n m e d i c a l

attention, such would have been useless. To help him, it
w a s r e c o m m e n d e d t h a t h e fi n d a m a n w h o w a s a

cunning player of the harp. Music is awonderful
therapy, but it will not answer God’s command to
repent. Saul needed to approach God to confess his sins
before Him, and then the music would have helped him
to rejoice that he had returned to God.

David was known for his ability to play the harp,
and thus was chosen as the one to cheer the king. By
the guidance of God, David accepted the task of trying
to please the king. This gave him the opportunity to
learn the palace and to get ataste of his approaching
position as God's ruling king.

M u s i c i s a w o n d e r f u l a r t , b u t i t w i l l

not do the impossible. I t wi l l cheer asaddened heart
w h e n a l l s e e m s g r a y, i t w i l l h e l p u s f a c e m a n y
problems from day to day, but God never intended for it
t o f o r g i v e t h e s i n n e r f r o m t h e e r r o r o f h i s w a y.
Forg iveness must come through obedience and then
music wil l help keep our hearts free from despair. In
the spiritual realm, we can lift our voices in praise to
God through singing. In our daily lives (apart from
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worship) we can enjoy good, clean music as great
musicians play. However, our whole lives become rich
and complete, only with God!

Of all the arts beneath the heaven,
That man has found or God has given,

None draws the soul so sweet away;
/As music’s melting, mystic lay;

Slight emblem of the bliss above.
It soothes the spirit all to love.

(Hogg).

Music certainly had its place in David’s time, but
it would not bring Saul back to his God. First become
Chr is t ians and then en joy the hear t cheer ing ar t o f
music . As David ’s sk i l l fu l fingers danced across the
strings of the harp, Saul was temporarily relieved of
distress, but he needed to be relieved permanently of a
rebelling heart toward God! However, David found favor
in the eyes of this evil man, and King Saul was (at
least for atime) refreshed by his presence.
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Chapter 2

The Winner By aKnockout

1 S a m u e l 1 7

At the conclusion of spending some time with
Saul as his harp player, David returned to his father’s
house to herd sheep. He was still but ayouth, but he
had the trust, faith, and determination of many adults.
At the t ime o f th is lesson, war had broken out be tween
Israel (God’s people) and the Philistines. Even though
Saul had lost favor in the eyes of God, he was still
leading God’s army. Three of David’s brothers, Eliab,
Abinadab, and Shammah, joined Saul’s army to fight the
Philistines, but David was too young and stayed at
home to tend the flock of his father.

After the Philistines and Israel had prepared
forty days for battle, Jesse sent David to the camp of
Israel to take his brothers some parched corn, ten
loaves of bread, and ten cheeses. David got up early in
the morning to do his work.

When there is ajob to be done, we
should get up early and apply ourselves. Laziness can
become adisease that makes us truly failures. When
daylight begins hiding the dark shadows of night, God’s
little feathered creatures begin their singing and work.
We need to do the same. There is something refreshing
and inspiring about the smell of the early morning dew.
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W h e n D a v i d r e a c h e d t h e b a t t l e fi e l d , h e
immediately heard that God’s army was being defied by
a s o - c a l l e d c h a m p i o n , G o l i a t h . H e w a s a g i a n t
approximately eleven feet tall. He was dressed in an
armor of protection which would shield him from any
ordinary man. These startling facts. I’m sure, kept any
soldier of Israel from accepting the challenge. The
g i a n t w o u l d c r y o u t , “ W h y h a v e y o u c o m e o u t t o
l i n e u p f o r b a t t l e ? A m I n o t a P h i l i s t i n e , a n d
y o u t h e s e r v a n t s o f S a u l ? C h o o s e a m a n f o r
y o u r s e l v e s , a n d l e t h i m c o m e d o w n t o m e . I f h e
i s a b l e t o fi g h t w i t h m e a n d k i l l m e , t h e n w e
w i l l b e y o u r s e r v a n t s ” ( v s s . 8 , 9 ) . H o w e v e r , e v e n
at his appearance, Saul’s men would run. David could
not understand their actions because they were on
God’s side, and David knew that God would help this
army (with Saul) to win.

To o o f t e n w e t r y t o s o l v e o u r
problems without considering God and His power.
Remember, nothing (within God’s will) is impossible
with God! David knew that God would help Saul and this
army win.

L

W h e n D a v i d ’ s o l d e s t b r o t h e r h e a r d h o w D a v i d w a s

talking, his jealousy was kindled. He began mocking
David, even though David had been kind, and had carried
a l o a d o f f o o d f o r h i s b r o t h e r s . E l i a b a c c u s e d h i m o f

coming there only to see the battle. He emphasized to
a l l w h o w o u l d l i s t e n t h a t D a v i d w a s o n l y a l i t t l e
shepherd boy.

8



©Nl: One of the problems that parents
face is to help their children get along with each other.
The older should be made to realize that the younger
are looking to them for guidance. Brothers and sisters
can be very cruel to each other, but usually they object
when o the rs a re c rue l . They usua l l y figh t f o r each
o t h e r .

LI

Word finally reached Saul of what David was
say ing and Sau l sent fo r h im to appear. Dav id
immediately asked for permission to meet the Giant in
combat. Saul’s first objection rested on the fact that
David was only ayouth. Saul failed to realize that
youth can do great things when God is on their side.
Therefore, David informed Saul of how abear and lion
entered the sheep one time and he was able to slay both
of them. He also pointed out that the same power that
permitted this success would give him victory in
slaying the Giant. Saul said to David, “Go, and the
Lord be with you!” (v. 37).

Saul provided David with an armor, but David
refused to use it. It appears that he wanted to meet the
giant with the same armor that he had used when
meeting the bear and lion. ThuS; with astaff in his
hand, five smooth stones from the brook, and asling, he
was arrayed for battle.

O U lL T h a t w h i c h w a s s o s m a l l a n d

ins ignificant became st rong and effect ive when used
for God. We may not have talents to compare with an
outstanding preacher, song director, or Bible teacher,
but we can still do wonders for God. Our talents, though
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small as David’s weapons, can lead thousands to Christ.
Instead of complaining about how weak we are, let
use our strength to do as much good as possible. You
will be surprised at the results!

u s

The giant was humiliated when he saw David and
“ A m I a d o g , t h a t y o u c o m e t o m e w i t hs a i d

sticks?” (v. 43). Then he began cursing David by his
gods. After this cursing, Goliath said, “Come to me,
and Iwi l l g ive your flesh to the bi rds of the ai r
and the beas ts o f the fie ld ! ” ( v. 44 ) . However,
this did not frighten David. He just assured the giant
that Jehovah would help him kill him that day. “This
day the Lord wil l del iver you into my hand, and
Iw i l l s t r i ke you and t ake you r head f r om you ”
(V. 46).

As they walked closer to each other, David
reached into the bag where he carried the stones, took
astone, and placed it in his sling. With afew whirls he
turned the s tone loose and bur ied i t i n the fo rehead o f
the giant. Although he had stood tall and had boasted
loudly, he fell tumbling to the earth. David ran and
stood upon the Philistine, removed Goliath's sword, and
cut off the giant’s head. Therefore, by the help of God, a
large army was defeated and ayoung shepherd boy
b e c a m e a h e r o .

©5^: Sometimes adults make youth feel
that God does not have afull time place for them in His
work until they are older. We often speak of youth
being the church of tomorrow. This is true, but isn’t it
also true that older youth must be apart of the church
today? When young people i

L'

r e a c h t h e a g e o f
1 0



accountability, they need to become workers for Jesus!
They need to do as David, begin helping with the work
of the Lord. Youth can learn how to help with the

Lord’s Supper, bulletin, passing out tracts.s i n g i n g
visiting the sick, and praying. Many adults are lazy in
the church today because they were taught the pattern
of "do-nothing" while young. Youth needs to be given
work, to be guided, and then like David they can become
heroes in the Lord’s army.
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Chapter 3

R u n F o r Yo u r L i f e

1Samuel, 18 -31

I t i s n a t u r a l t h a t D a v i d b e c a m e a h e r o a f t e r

slaying Goliath. He had stepped into the shoes of the
king and had performed an essential duty for the saving
of Israel. It could have been atemptation for David to
b e c o m e c o n c e i t e d , b u t t h i s w a s n o t t h e c a s e . H e s t i l l
looked to Saul as his earth ly master and k ing even
though the people praised David more highly than Saul.
W h e n D a v i d a n d S a u l r e t u r n e d f r o m s l a y i n g t h e
P h i l i s t i n e s , t h e w o m e n d a n c e d , s a n g , a n d p l a y e d
instruments of music as they passed by. While doing
this they compared Saul to David by saying, “Saul has
s l a i n h i s t h o u s a n d s , a n d D a v i d h i s t e n
thousands” (18:7). Even though David did not have
anything to do with such, from this point forward, Saul
began hating David.

Many times, people suffer because of
things they cannot help. Have you ever been guilty of
mocking people who have physical handicaps or who
have adifferent color skin? This is very wrong! In the
old West, some people hated all Indians because some
Ind ians we re ev i l . Dav id wan ted t o be a f r i end t o Sau l ,

but Saul would not permit it.

LI

Ashor t t ime la ter, Saul and David were s i t t ing
together as David played the harp. An evil spir i t
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entered Saul and he threw aspear at him and said, “I
will pin David to the wall with it” (18:11). This
happened twice, but David managed to avoid being
harmed each t ime .

Another attempt on David’s life came when Saul
plotted to make David think he was his friend by
offering Michal, his daughter, to David for wife. Of
course, the daughter was not given without risking
David’s l i fe. He was to pay Saul
fo resk ins o f the Ph i l i s t i nes , to take vengeance
on the king’s enemies” (18:25). Saul thought David
would be killed in carrying out this assignment, but he
was wrong, instead of one hundred, David presented to
Saul two hundred without any harm to himself from the
battle. Thus, David became ason-in-law to Saul.

o n e h u n d r e d

A T r u e F r i e n d

David had one true friend, Jonathan the son of
Saul , and when his father p lot ted to k i l l David,
Jona than warned h im . He even conv inced h i s fa the r on
one occasion not to seek the l i fe of David s ince he had
saved Israel by slaying the giant, but Saul soon broke
his promise and began seeking David as before. It is
also interesting to note that David’s wife (Michal)
helped him escape the slaying hand of Saul by letting
him down through awindow, and by making an image to
place in her husband’s bed (19:11-16). When Saul’s
men came to capture him, she told them he was sick.
Later, they took the image from his bed to Saul and he
was angry with his daughter for allowing David, his
enemy, to escape. However, she told her father, “He
said to me, ‘Let me go! Why should Ikill you?

1 3



(19:17). Still, Saul must have known that his daughter
was against him.

Afew days later Jonathan made aplan with David
w h e r e i n h e c o u l d l e t h i m k n o w w h e n h i s f a t h e r w a s

angry or peaceful. The plan was for David to hide near a
place where Jonathan would shoot three arrows as
though target practicing. He would bring alad with him
to go after the arrows. If he shot the arrows beyond to
t h e e x t e n t t h a t h e w o u l d t e l l t h e l a d , “ L o o k , t h e
arrows are beyond you,” then his father was angry.
I f h e w o u l d s a y , “ L o o k , t h e a r r o w s a r e o n t h i s
side of you; get them and come,” his father would
be peaceful (20:20-23). After Saul attempted to slay
J o n a t h a n b e c a u s e o f h i s c o n c e r n f o r D a v i d , t h e a r r o w
message was for David to run from the anger of his
f a t h e r .

Agood loyal fr iend is l ike aprecious
jewel. He or she will stand by you when your life is
bright or when things go wrong. Jonathan helped his
friend David in so many ways. Solomon wrote, “A man
w h o h a s f r i e n d s m u s t h i m s e i f b e f r i e n d i y , b u t
t h e r e i s a f r i e n d w h o s t i c k s c l o s e r t h a n a

brother” (Proverbs 18:24).

L I

To show you how much Saul wanted to slay David,
he had Ahimelech, apriest, and many other priests
slain, because he (Ahimelech) gave to David bread and
the sword of Goliath. Saul had an evil servant, Doeg,
and he sa id to h im, “You tu rn and k i l l the p r ies ts !
S o D o e g t h e E d o m i t e t u r n e d a n d s t r u c k t h e
pr ies ts , and k i l l ed on tha t day e igh ty -five men
who wore alinen ephod” (22:18).

1 4



©IM^ Hatred and jealousy can eat our
hearts away, and they will grow if we allow such.
Therefore, when you are tempted to carry agrudge,
stop and remember Saul. It was disobedience, hatred,
and jealousy that destroyed him and all of his hopes for
the fu ture .

L

The next time Saul and David came together was
in acave. David slipped close enough to Saul to cut off
the co rner o f h i s robe w i thou t h im knowing i t .
However, later, David’s conscience began to pain him,
a n d h e f o l l o w e d S a u l f r o m a d i s t a n c e a n d c r i e d o u t t o

the king that he could have slain him, but he did not.
D a v i d t r i e d h a r d t o c o n v i n c e S a u l t h a t h e h a d n o e v i l i n
his heart toward him. Saul pretended to become friends
to David, but it was ONLY pretense!

David Marries Abigail

There was awoman named Abigai l who was
m a r r i e d t o a n e v i l m a n n a m e d N a b a l . D a v i d a s k e d a

f a v o r o f h i m , b u t h e r e f u s e d . T h e r e f o r e , D a v i d
considered slaying him, but Abigail helped him see that
this would be wrong. However, after afew days God
s t r u c k N a b a l w i t h d e a t h , a n d D a v i d t h e n m a r r i e d
Abigail.

H a t r e d C o n t i n u e d

Saul could not forget his hate for David and began
once again seeking his life. David found Saul and his
army camped and sound asleep. He slipped near Saul,

1 5



took his sword and ajug of water, but again spared his
l i f e . T h e n e x t m o r n i n g D a v i d c r i e d t o h i m f r o m a
distance and told him what he had done. Once again,
Saul promised not to seek his life.

However, Saul was now becoming more restless
as his days drew nearer to death. He was even able to
t a l k t o S a m u e l f r o m t h e d e a d , b u t h e d i d n o t r e c e i v e
any peace of mind. Finally the Philistines in battle,
s h o t h i m s e v e r a l t i m e s w i t h a r r o w s . T h e n S a u l a s k e d

h i s a r m o r b e a r e r t o u s e t h e s w o r d o n h i m , b u t h e w a s
afraid and at this point, refused. Saul took matters into
his own hands. Since he was not content to live longer,
he fell on his own sword to end his life.

©INIs This lesson shows what happens to
those who lead alife of sin. Instead of Saul dying as a
great hero for God, he took his own life because of
physical pain and alack of vision to live. How unlike
the man David whom he had tried so hard to kill.

T h e L o r d i s m y
shepherd; Isha l l no t want . He makes me to l ie
down in green pastures; He leads me beside the
s t i l l w a t e r s . H e r e s t o r e s m y s o u l ; H e l e a d s m e
i n t h e p a t h s o f r i g h t e o u s n e s s f o r H i s n a m e ’s
s a k e . Ye a , t h o u g h I w a l k t h r o u g h t h e v a l l e y o f
t h e s h a d o w o f d e a t h , I w i l l f e a r n o e v i l ; f o r Yo u
a r e w i t h m e ; Y o u r r o d a n d Y o u r s t a f f , t h e y
c o m f o r t m e . Yo u p r e p a r e a t a b l e b e f o r e m e i n
the presence of my enemies; You anoint my head
with oil; my cup runs over. Surely goodness and
mercy sha l l fo l low me a l l the days o f my l i fe ;

D a v i d w a s a b l e t o w r i t e :
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a n d I w i l l d w e l l i n t h e h o u s e o f t h e L o r d
forever” (Psalm 23).
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Chapter 4

The Thr i l l o f the Moment

2Samuel 11; 12:1-11

David, like the apostle Peter, had adark shadow
of weakness to come over his life. He had won victory
after v ictory for the Lord against the Phi l ist ines and
other nations, but when the soft voice of temptation
whispered in David’s ear, he listened and yielded! He
became guilty of adultery, deceit, and murder.

© M lL Although we may feel that we are the
strongest among God’s people, we are constantly in
danger of falling. Sin has away of slipping upon us
while we are spiritually sleeping. After David’s record
of faithfulness, who would imagine him leaving the
L o r d ’ s w i l l ? T h u s , w e s h o u l d b e r e m i n d e d o f o u r
con t i nua l need t o be on gua rd aga ins t Sa tan .
“ T h e r e f o r e l e t h i m w h o t h i n k s h e s t a n d s t a k e

heed lest he fall” (1 Corinthians 10:12).

There are several steps leading to the actual
s i n s c o m m i t t e d b y D a v i d . I n 2 S a m u e l 11 : 1 , t h e
r e c o r d s p e a k s o f a “ t i m e w h e n k i n g s g o o u t t o
b a t t l e , t h a t D a v i d s e n t J o a b a n d h i s s e r v a n t s
w i t h h i m , a n d a l l I s r a e l ; b u t D a v i d r e m a i n e d a t
Jerusalem.” David was neglecting his king’s business.
Instead of being in battle, he remained in Jerusalem! If
he had been busy, th i s tempta t i on wou ld no t have
presented itself. It seems that David was taking anap
for the text says, “Then it happened one evening

1 8



t h a t D a v i d a r o s e f r o m h i s b e d a n d w a l k e d o n t h e

r o o f o f t h e k i n g ’ s h o u s e . A n d f r o m t h e r o o f h e
saw awoman bath ing, and the woman was very
beautiful to behold” (11:2).

We need to keep ourselves engaged in
some useful act iv i ty. I t is afact that an idle mind is
the devil’s workshop! David had dozed away the evening
i n i d l e n e s s w h e n h e s h o u l d h a v e b e e n w o r k i n g .
" I d l e n e s s g i v e s g r e a t a d v a n t a g e t o t h e t e m p t e r. ’ ’
"Standing waters gather filth,
proves the bed of lust.” At least, this seems to be the
experience of David.

L I

T h e b e d o f s l o t h o f t e n

When Dav id saw th is beau t i fu l woman, he des i red
her. Like the sin of Eve, this lust was perceived through
his eyes. He wrote among his psalms, “Turn away my
eyes f r om l ook ing a t wo r th l ess t h i ngs ” (Psa lm
119:37). However, on this evening, he lusted for sin
that would reflect on his faithfulness to God. He gave
i n t o t h e d e s i r e s o f t h e fl e s h , a n d l a i d a s i d e t h e
reason ing and w isdom tha t he knew shou ld be
practiced.

He first inquired as to her identity. He possibly
thought she might be single and he would seek to marry
h e r . T h i s w o u l d h a v e a l l o w e d h i m t o f u l fi l l h i s d e s i r e s

without committing the sin of adultery.

S©IM“ This would not have been the proper
basis for marr iage, and nei ther is i t the r ight basis
today. Two people should never marry just because they
are phys ica l l y a t t rac ted to each o the r. Yes , th i s i s

LI
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b u t m a r r i a g e i s a l i f e t i m ei m p o r t a n t i n m a r r i a g e
c o n t r a c t a n d m u s t h a v e a s i t s f o u n d a t i o n l o v e a n d

respect. Physical desires for the opposite sex cannot
(by i t se l f ) ho ld acoup le toge the r. I t t akes a love o f
shar ing and concern , then a l l o ther th ings w i l l find
their places.

W h e n D a v i d l e a r n e d t h a t s h e w a s m a r r i e d t o U r i a h
t h e H i t t i t e , i t s e e m s t h a t h i s d e s i r e f o r h e r i n c r e a s e d .
The knowledge of her marriage should have ended his
thoughts for her, but he refused to keep his desires
under control. The best way to deal with atemptation
for an affair is to never begin such. It is so foolish to
believe that it is all right to begin an evil relationship
and end i t l a te r. I t i s w rong to th ink JUST o f t he
moment! Only the Lord knows how many hearts have
been crushed and how many tears shed over following
this thinking!

The question might be asked
commi t adu l t e ry f r om the beg inn ing o r d id he fi rs t
intend just to meet her and to enjoy her company?” The
Bible does not reveal all of his thoughts, however, keep
in mind that this whole experience began by him seeing
her ba th ing , and ev ident ly des i r ing her. Even i f he
p l a n n e d n o t t o g e t t o t a l l y i n v o l v e d , h e s t i l l a c t e d
unwisely!

Did David plan to

©1^: In fact, this is the way so many think
today, and such thinking often leads to sin. We should
n e v e r s e e h o w c l o s e w e c a n g e t t o s i n w i t h o u t
commit t ing i t . “Absta in f rom every form of ev i l ”
(1 Thessalonians 5:22). “Resist the devi l and he
w i l l fl e e f r o m y o u . D r a w n e a r t o G o d a n d H e

L

2 0



will draw near to you” (James 4:7,8). We so often
think differently from normal when temptation has us
under its spell. We should never engage in things that
have atendency to lead us into sin. Let us draw aline
far away from the danger mark, keeping our morals
high, and we will never regret doing so. Let people call
us d i f fe ren t , fo r Chr is t ians are d i f fe ren t in the way
they conduct their lives. If David had worked to keep
himself away from temptation, he could have avoided
this and many other sins.

David sent for Bathsheba to be brought into his
presence, and the sin of adultery was committed.
Bathsheba probably consented readily to this sin
because David was agreat man who had aruling hand
over God ’s peop le . However, ne i ther Dav id nor
Bathsheba had the right to involve themselves in
fleshly practices regardless of the circumstances.

LESSON]* So many women and young girls go
wrong because they gain confidence in the one they are
seeing. Although aman is from aChrist ian family,
noted for doing right, and even though he promises to
marry in the future, purity and Christian principles
should never be surrendered. In fact, aman needs a
woman to he lp h im rema in s t rong j us t as awoman
needs help from the man. Sin is dangerous and one
shows great wisdom when able to reject its power. The
foolish gnat flies with its wings and fools away its
life at last, by playing about the candle.

I n C h a p t e r 5 , w e w i l l l o o k c l o s e l y a t t h e
consequences of the sins of David and how they
affected his life and the lives of others.
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Chapter 5

T h e B i t t e r F r u i t

2Samuel 11; 12:1-11

The sin of adultery not only involved David, but
a l s o c a u s e d B a t h s h e b a t o s i n . T h e y b o t h b e c a m e
unfaithful to her husband who was away in batt le to
protect their lives.

This sin might have been kept asecret from the
people, (never from God) but Bathsheba conceived and
sent the fol lowing message to David; “I am with
child” (11:5). David sent for her husband with the
evil scheme of getting him to return home so it would
appear that the child would be Uriah’s instead of
David’s. However, Uriah refused to enjoy the comforts
of home whi le h is fe l low-sold iers were s leeping and
fighting in the fields.

When this was unsuccessful, David called him to
appear so that he could drink before him with the
purpose of getting him drunk. This failed because Uriah
s t i l l d i d n o t r e t u r n t o h i s w i f e . T h e r e f o r e , D a v i d
thought there was only one other thing left to do. He
sent a le t ter to Joab (by the hand of Ur iah) say ing,
“ S e t U r i a h i n t h e f o r e f r o n t o f t h e h o t t e s t
b a t t i e , a n d r e t r e a t f r o m h i m , t h a t h e m a y b e
s t r u c k d o w n a n d d i e ” ( 11 : 1 5 ) . T h u s , i t w a s d o n e
and Uriah was killed. Afew days later, David took
B a t h s h e b a f o r h i s w i f e a n d t h e n s o m e t i m e l a t e r s h e
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gave b i r th to ason.
done displeased the Lord” (11:27).

But the thing that David had

Did you notice how one sin led to
a n o t h e r ? A f t e r a d u l t e r y w a s c o m m i t t e d , t h e r e
followed deception, drunkenness, and finally murder. Is
t h i s t h e m a n w h o s e h e a r t t r o u b l e d h i m b e c a u s e h e c u t

off Saul’s skirt? Is this he who executed judgment and
justice to al l his people? Yes, but how much he has
changed! This is proof that we should never surrender
our l ives to sin. Sin is l ike achain made up of many
links that grows to become longer and stronger in our
lives until it is very difficult to stop or break.

L

Once these sins were committed, David thought
all was going well. He must have deceived himself in
believing that God had approved. After all, he was the
king of Israel and Uriah only asoldier. Nothing is
indicated from the text that he felt any guilt. How will
God convince David that he has done wrong? God chose
one of His outstanding prophets, Nathan, to show David
his sins. How did Nathan convince him? Did he approach
him and say, “David, you were wrong in having Uriah
put to death and in taking his wife? No, David would
have de fended h is ac t ions .

Nathan approached David and to ld h im astory.
“ T h e r e w e r e t w o m e n i n o n e c i t y , o n e r i c h a n d
t h e o t h e r p o o r . T h e r i c h m a n h a d e x c e e d i n g l y
m a n y fl o c k s a n d h e r d s , b u t t h e p o o r m a n h a d
n o t h i n g , e x c e p t o n e l i t t l e e w e l a m b w h i c h h e
h a d b o u g h t a n d n o u r i s h e d ; a n d i t g r e w u p
t o g e t h e r w i t h h i m a n d w i t h h i s c h i l d r e n . I t a t e
o f h i s o w n f o o d a n d d r a n k f r o m h i s o w n c u p a n d
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lay in h is bosom; and i t was l ike adaughter to
him” (12:1-3). Nathan continues the story by telling
o f a v i s i t o r w h o c a m e t o t h e h o u s e o f t h e r i c h m a n . To

prepare ameal for his guest, instead of getting alamb
from his own flock, the rich man took the poor man’s
lamb, slew it, and prepared it.

“ T h e n D a v i d ’ s a n g e r w a s g r e a t l y a r o u s e d
against the man, and he said to Nathan, ‘As the
L o r d l i v e s , t h e m a n w h o h a s d o n e t h i s s h a l l
surely die! And he shal l restore fourfold for the
l a m b , b e c a u s e h e d i d t h i s t h i n g a n d b e c a u s e h e
had no pity.’ Then Nathan said to David, “You are
the man”(12:5-7).

©IM: It is so easy to see the faults of
o t h e r s , b u t o f t e n d i f fi c u l t t o s e e o u r o w n . W h e n w e
l o o k a t o u r l i v e s a n d t h e l i v e s o f o t h e r s t h r o u g h
b inocu lars , we see th ings d i f fe ren t ly. For ex-ample ,
when looking at others, we turn the binoculars so that
everything is magnified, but when looking at our own
faults, we turn them so that all is made smaller. David
had overlooked the magnitude of his sins, but could see
the wrong of this r ich man who stole his neighbor ’s
l a m b .

LI

A f t e r N a t h a n t o l d D a v i d h e w a s t h e m a n , h e
backed up his accusation with these words: “Thus
says the Lord God of Israel: Ianointed you king
o v e r I s r a e l , a n d I d e l i v e r e d y o u f r o m t h e h a n d
o f S a u l . I g a v e y o u y o u r m a s t e r ’ s h o u s e a n d y o u r
m a s t e r ’ s w i v e s i n t o y o u r k e e p i n g , a n d g a v e y o u
t h e h o u s e o f I s r a e l a n d J u d a h . A n d i f t h a t h a d

b e e n t o o l i t t l e , I a l s o w o u l d h a v e g i v e n y o u
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m u c h m o r e ! W h y h a v e y o u d e s p i s e d t h e
c o m m a n d m e n t o f t h e L o r d , t o d o e v i l i n H i s
s i g h t ? Yo u h a v e k i l l e d U r i a h t h e H i t t i t e w i t h
t h e s w o r d ; y o u h a v e t a k e n h i s w i f e t o b e y o u r
w i f e , a n d h a v e k i l l e d h i m w i t h t h e s w o r d o f t h e
people of Ammon” (12:7-9).

How guilty David must have felt after hearing
t h e s e w o r d s f r o m G o d ! H e m u s t h a v e r e m e m b e r e d t h e m

the rest of his life. In fact, many of the psalms written
by this sweet singer of Israel reflect the sadness and
repentance he felt in his heart.

©1^: When you do wrong, do you feel
guilty? We should, and then make every effort to make
things right. It is so dangerous to harden our hearts to
the point that we feel no gui l t f rom sin. Commit t ing
sin is aserious thing, and must be made right with God.
Therefore, keep atender heart that feels guilt and
longs to be forgiven when sin is committed.

LI

At this point, David confessed to Nathan, “I have
sinned against the Lord: (12:13). Nathan responded
w i t h a m e s s a g e f r o m G o d : “ T h e L o r d a l s o h a s p u t
a w a y y o u r s i n ; y o u s h a l l n o t d i e . H o w e v e r ,
b e c a u s e b y t h i s d e e d y o u h a v e g i v e n g r e a t
o c c a s i o n t o t h e e n e m i e s o f t h e L o r d t o

b l a s p h e m e , t h e c h i l d a l s o w h o i s b o r n t o y o u
shall surely die” (12:13,14).

Nathan had del ivered atrue message from God.
For the son died just as he had foretold, but through
deep repentance and prayer, David was able to live a
profitable and useful life before God. He learned many
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lessons from his mistakes, and seemed to try harder to
live closer to God.

A s w e l i v e d a i l y , w e a r e a l s o

tempted to sin. It may or may not be the same
temptations of David, but the principles are the same.
We need to recognize that we have sinned, make them
right with God, and then learn from our failures. God
not only forgives, but He also gives us strength to grow
stronger if we are His children.

It is hoped that your life will be enriched by the
studying of this great king, David. Remember, God
blessed David when he did right, and punished him when
he did wrong. Why not resolve to be afaithful Christian
and always try to please God as long as you live!

L
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Chapter 6
P r a c t i c a l L e s s o n - 1

Anyone For Basketball?
Our practical story today is about ayoung man

named Ted. Let me first tell you something about him.
Ted was reared on afarm and had learned at avery
early age to appreciate nature. This experience, along
w i t h h i s f a i t h f u l n e s s t o a t t e n d B i b l e c l a s s e s a n d

worship, had developed him into agood Christ ian. In
many ways, Ted was not like the other youth at school.
He was not boisterous and outgoing, but inside he had
deep feelings for being successful, having friends, and
doing right. As ageneral rule, he got along with others
and made good grades, but the majority seemed to
ignore him. This bothered Ted, but he did not allow such
to keep him from doing his work well and always trying
to do right.

B e c a u s e t h e o t h e r s l e f t h i m o u t o f m o s t
activities, Ted just went home, did his work, and then
spent the rest of his time practicing basketball. He had
ad i r t cou r t and t he hoop d i dn ’ t have ane t , bu t he
learned to make agoal with most of his shots. In the
back of his mind, he hoped someday to play on Bradford
High’s team and help win games for his school.

Te d J o i n s T h e B a l l Te a m

In his Sophomore year, Ted decided to go out for
b a s k e t b a l l . H e w a s s o r r y t h a t h e h a d a l l o w e d t h e
influence of others to keep him from the game during
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his freshmen year, but now (he told himself) things are
going to be different. They may not have anything to do
with me as aperson, but maybe they will like my ball
playing.

The first two weeks of practice got underway and
Ted enjoyed the many hours of running, practice games,
and shooting fowl shots. Even though he was doing
well, he felt the same old feelings of being left out of
the crowd. When practice was over, the other boys
would group together or go somewhere together, but
they completely ignored him. Yes, this was difficult,
but Ted was enjoying the game so much that he tried to
ignore the others.

E v e n C o a c h B e a r d s e e m e d t o f a v o r t h e o t h e r

players. He was not unkind to Ted, but he seemed to
make apoint of ignoring him. As they made their final
preparations to play their first game, the coach called
them together for apep-talk! They were playing
Leighton High, aschool noted for the best ball team in
the County. The coach began, “Now fellows, we have
been given the toughest team in the County for our
first game, but we don’t need to let this scare us! We
are all charged up with this being our first game, and
maybe this is the best time to meet them. Just think of
how this will help us with all other games when we
beat them. So we want to stop all this talk about
getting beat by this good team. Let’s start talking
about winning! To do this, we must forget al! personal
feelings and think about what is best for the team. We
have fifteen boys on this team, and all of you have good
qualities. However, Iwill be choosing only five as
starters. Those of you who are not chosen as starters
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are still of great value. So boys, let’s all pull together
as ateam and play the kind of ball Iknow you are
capable of playing.”

One by one Coach Beard called out the five
starting players and Ted was not one of them. In his
heart, Ted knew that he could help his team, but the
decision for him to play had to come from the coach.
Some of the boys were angry and said some bad words
when they were not chosen, but Ted continued his happy
disposition. After the pep-talk, he practiced just as
h a r d a n d f a i t h f u l a s b e f o r e . H e t r i e d t o k e e p h i s
Ch r i s t i an d i spos i t i on even t hough some o f t he
soreheads were rude and threw the bal l to h im hard. He
told himself, “I must do right and God will see that all
goes well for me!”

T h e F i r s t G a m e

The night of the game arrived and the gym was
packed with noisy fans from both schools. As Ted and
his team ran out on the court for warm up, there was a
r o a r t h a t m a d e t h e m f e e l l i k e w i n n e r s . I n a f e w
minutes, they were all running full speed getting ready
for the game to begin.

F ina l l y, Coach Beard gave the team the i r
instructions on how to set up their defense against
this strong team. With the sound of the buzzer, they ran
out to meet their opponents as Ted and the others sat
on the bench. It was plain for all to see that most of
those on the bench were all puffed up and angry
b e c a u s e t h e y w e r e n o t c h o s e n . H o w e v e r, Te d
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continually cheered on his players as the game moved
f o r w a r d .

T h e fi r s t h a l f w a s a r e a l b a t t l e b e t w e e n t h e s e
two teams. It would look as though one was going to
get out f ront , but the other team would come back.
During half-time, Coach Beard pointed out all the weak
points in their offense as well as defense. His biggest
complaint was that they were not playing as one. He
accused one of his players of trying to be aone man
bal l team. In fact , he warned that i f he d idn’ t s tar t
passing the ball more and playing with the others he
would find himself sitting on the bench.

The second ha l f go t underway and s low ly
Bradford High was dropping behind. This one man team
player continued to do as he pleased and shot when
o the r p l aye rs we re i n abe t t e r pos i t i on . To make i t
worse, he began missing most of his shots. Ted could
tell that the coach was boiling because of this. He kept
looking down the bench as though he was thinking about
sending in asubstitute.

As Coach Beard looked at his bench, he saw most
of the boys with disappointment and anger on their
faces-that is, all except Ted. He was cheering and
encouraging as though he was playing the game. All of a
s u d d e n , t h e w h o l e b e n c h c a m e a l i v e w h e n t h e c o a c h
hollered, “Ted, Iwant you to go in for Jim Kelly. Ted's
heart began to race and he could not believe what he
was hearing. The other players on the bench began to
whisper to each other as though they thought the coach
had lost his mind.
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A t t h e n e x t w h i s t l e , Te d r a n i n a s a s u b s t i t u t e .
The players could not believe that the coach had chosen
Te d . I n f a c t , t h e c a p t a i n o f t h e t e a m i m m e d i a t e l y
called time out--they wanted to talk with the coach.
As the team approached him they asked, “Why did you
send in Ted?” Coach Beard said, “Fellows, you let me
do the coaching and you do the playing. For your
information, Ted is the only one on this bench with the
right attitude. Fie has had his heart in this game from
the beginning. You fellows get out there and play as a
team! We’ve got to turn this thing around fast!”

With doubt on their faces, they slowly turned and
resumed the game. At first Ted was somewhat nervous,
b u t i n a f e w m o m e n t s h e f e l t t h a t h e w a s b a c k o n t h e
farm with his practice goal. Since he was smaller than
most on the team, he was able to get free to shoot. At
first they were hesitant to throw him the ball, but
each time Ted shot, he found only the net. The crowd
roared and the other team doubled up on Ted. When they
did, they began fowling him, but at the fowl line, he
continued to add up the score.

Finally, with only 10 seconds left on the clock,
Bradford High was one point behind. Since it was their
ball, they called time out to discuss the final play with
Coach Beard. At this point, the team got the second
major shock of the game. His instructions, “Throw the
ball in to Ted and let him shoot!” The captain asked,
“Coach, are you sure? He’s the last one we would
choose to do this?” The coach asked, “Fel lows, who
brought us from behind when we were losing this
game?” Four weak voices said, “Ted!” “Then, let’s get
out there and win this game as Isuggested.”
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As they returned to the game, Ted whispered a
little prayer, “Lord, help me to do my best!” Afew
moments later the bal l was thrown into Ted's hands,
and in aflash, he sho t i t i n to the a i r. The c rowd wa i ted
to see what would happen. Just as Ted had made his
practice goals on the farm so many times, the ball
made aripping sound through the net and the game was
w o n !

For the first time in Ted's life, his school mates
recognized him as someone special and considered him
as apart of the school.

Many had looked at Ted only from his outward
appearance without knowing him as areal person. Once
they saw h im for who he was and rea l ized that he
wanted to do right and loved his school, he became a
new i nd i v i dua l .

L ike Dav id who was the least expected to be
anointed king but became the greatest, Ted, who was
c o n s i d e r e d t h e l e a s t o n h i s t e a m , b e c a m e t h e i r s t a r
p layer. Remember, when we do our best wi th God’s
help, we become winners!
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Chapter 7
P r a c t i c a l L e s s o n - 2

Winning aReal Victory
In ou r l as t l esson , we found Ted ahe ro a f t e r

helping win avery important basketball game. From
that t ime forward, he was accepted and was consider
very valuable to his team. They lost some games, but
they were able to win the majority, and this allowed
them to play in several tournament in the State.

Today we follow Ted as he and the team travel
several miles away from home to play three important
games. They were scheduled to begin on Monday evening
and to conclude with the last game on Wednesday. All
went well for Ted on Monday and Tuesday as far as the
games were concerned . However, w i th h i s new
popularity there were more temptations.

T h e F i r s t Te s t

On Tuesday evening after the game, several boys
on the team announced that they wanted to go out and
celebrate. Ted questioned them somewhat to see if he
should go. They assured him that they just wanted to go
out for afew laughs and they really wanted him to go.
With some hesitancy, he decided to go with them. After
all, they were his friends and had gone ail out to accept
him. Why shouldn’t he meet them half way!

Shortly after they arrived, Ted realized that they
sold beer at this place. He thought, maybe they have no
i n t e n t i o n s t o d r i n k . A f t e r a l l . C o a c h B e a r d w o u l d n o t
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a l l o w i t , a n d s o m e o f t h e m c l a i m e d s o m e f o r m o f
re l ig ion. However, i t was not long unt i l Ted real ized
that he was wrong. Not only did they order beer for
themselves, but began insisting that Ted join them.

H e t o l d t h e m t h a t h e d i d n o t l i k e b e e r . A f t e r

saying this, Ted asked himself, “Why didn’t Itell them
that Ibelieve drinking is asin?” He knew the answer,
but hated to admit it. He wanted to get along with the
boys, and it was difficult to stand alone when others
were doing it. This answer did not satisfy them. They
insisted, “Come on, we didn’t l ike it at first, but now
it is good. Besides, it will make you feel good. You need
to loosen up and laugh alittle. Don’t you know that one
beer won’t hurt you!”

Ted found himself being tempted to go along with
them. Then he remembered alesson in Bible study that
the teenage class studied afew Sundays ago. It was
about David facing the giant when Saul and his army
were a f ra id . He was mocked fo r want ing to be
different, but he still stood up and with God’s help
faced the enemy. Memories of this lesson helped Ted to
gain courage. Yes, he wanted to get along with his team
mates, but more importantly, he wanted to be right
w i th God .

Therefore, when asecond plea was made for him
to take h is firs t dr ink , Ted rep l ied, “Fe l lows, Iwould
like to tell you the real reason why I’m refusing to
dr ink wi th you. You see. I ’m aChr ist ian and Ibel ieve
that drinking alcohol which can make one intoxicated is
asin. Most people who get drunk started out with one
beer thinking there would be no harm. Most alcoholics
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will tell you that they started out with just one beer.
I’m saying, no, not just to be different, but because I
want to do what is right.”

All of asudden, all the fellows got quiet as they
thought about what he was saying. Jim spoke up and
said, “Ted, I’m sure you are right and I’ve felt guilty
many times about drinking, but I’ve never been man
enough to stand up and say no as you have.” Then he
turned to the others, “How about us going to the ice
cream place and getting something that all can enjoy.
This would please the coach, and after all, we have an
important game tomorrow night.”

Some complained al i t t le, but final ly agreed and
(to their surprise) they sti l l had an enjoyable evening
together. Without doubt, they respected Ted more than
ever before. They now knew for sure that his religion
was for real and not just ashow.

When Ted got to bed that evening, he was so
thrilled that he was able to stand up for h i s
convictions. Fearswept over him when he thought o f
how close he came to giving in and yielding. Since he
was physically tired and his mind was peaceful, he had
no problem falling asleep.

Wednesday was filled with apractice when other
games were not scheduled, and ameeting with Coach
Beard. He really wanted to win this tournament and
told the boys thatif they play the kind of ball they a r e
capable of playing, they would take home the trophy!H e
thanked them for abiding by the rules and for getting in
b e d a t a d e s c e n t h o u r . W h e n h e s a i d t h i s , t h e o t h e r
players turned and smiled at Ted.
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T h e S e c o n d T e s t

Their final game would be played at 8:30 p.m. that
Wednesday evening. At this point, Ted began thinking
about whether or not he should attend Wednesday night
Bible class. One part of him said, "You need to attend,"
but the other part said, “What’s the big deal, you are
away from home, and if you go it will rush you to get
dressed for the game!” The debate went on in his mind
for some time. Finally, he thought, “I’ve had all these
hours for other things, surely Ican give one hour to
Bible study.” Then came the voice, “But what will the
fellows think? Will they think I’m some kind of nut?”
To this he thought, “Who am Itrying to please, them or
G o d ? ”

Therefore, he announced to the others that he
would be going to Wednesday night Bible study before
the game. Jack asked, “Are you sure that you have to do
this?” Ted replied, “It’s not that Ihave to go, but I
want to go. Ineed to think about spiritual things. Ineed
to go.” John spoke up and asked, “Would you mind me
going with you?” This was asurprise, but Ted
answered, “No, Iwouldn’t mind, in fact I’d be glad for
you to go.” Turning to the others, he asked, “Would you
fellows like to go too?” They looked at each other as
e a c h w a i t e d f o r t h e o t h e r t o a n s w e r . Te d c o n t i n u e d ,
“You don’t have anything to do before the game, do
you?” They agreed that they didn’t. Finally, Jim said, “I
think I’d like to go.” With this statement, all joined in
and said they would like to go.
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As they were leaving the gym they met Coach
Beard. He stopped them and asked, “Just where do you
fellows think you are going?” Jack answered, “Coach,
we are going to church!” With wide eyes, the coach
asked, “You are going where?” Jim spoke up, “We are
going to church with Ted, but we’l l be back in t ime to
get dressed.” As they moved on, the coach just stood
and stared as they disappeared. He wondered if he was
just hearing and seeing things that were not there!

Once they got to the church building, it was time
to go to classes. They were introduced to Don, the
teacher for the teens, and he invited them to join him
and the other teens in Bible study. That evening they
were studying the temptations of Jesus. Don had a
chart on the chalk board and he very effectively applied
the temptations of Jesus to our temptations today. As
Ted sat quietly and listened, he realized that he had
b e e n g o i n g t h r o u g h s o m e o f t h e s a m e t y p e o f
temptations faced by Jesus. In fact, Don quoted the
scripture which states that Jesus was tempted in all
points as we are tempted, yet He was without sin
(Hebrews 4:15).

T h e t e a m b e c a m e s o i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e c l a s s t h a t
i t w a s h a r d t o r e a l i z e t h a t i t w a s t i m e t o r u s h t o t h e

gym for the game. As they drove back to the gym, some
expressed how much they had enjoyed the class. Ted
felt good inside when they thanked him for lett ing
them go with him.

T h e G a m e
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As the coach had predicted, it was atough game,
but Ted and team seemed to be closer than they had
ever been before. They shared the ball and looked for
the open man ra the r than tak ing a l l t he sho ts
themselves. Even Jim made aspecial effort to consider
the others. The game stayed tight until the last two
minutes, and the Bradford High team got hot with their
shots and won the game by eight points. Needless to
say, the coach was pleased with his boys, as he later
expressed, “Not only was Ipleased with the way you
played bal l , but also the way you conducted
yourselves.”

When Ted ar r ived back home, he thought that
maybe he knew alittle about how David felt when, with
God’s help, he slew the giant and won the battle. Ted
had won some important battles in his life by standing
up faithfully for Jesus. Like Ted, we can win these
same kind of victories if we will only make up our
minds to stand up for our convictions even if the whole
world is against us!
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Chapter 8
P r a c t i c a l L e s s o n - 3

FED FACES AN ENEMY

Ted closed out his SoptTomore year with good grades and
a w o n d e r f u l y e a r o f b a s k e t b a l l . I n f a c t , h e w a s
recognized by his schoolmates as one of their stars as
well as afine Christian young man. There were times
when Ted let this go to his head, but then he would stop
and ta l k t o h imse l f . He wou ld remember the many
lessons he had learned in Bible study. Unless Ted was
il l , he never missed aclass. On three occasions, Ted
h a d b e e n a s k e d t o t e a c h t h e c l a s s w h e n N a t h a n w a s o u t
o f t o w n . T h e r e f o r e , w i t h a f e w m i n u t e s o f r e fl e c t i o n ,
he would get himself under control.

One of the things that Ted had was ahealthy body.
He had been taught that his body (as aChristian)
belonged to God, and he felt the need to care for it.
Perhaps this was one of the things that made it easier
to say no to smoking, drugs, and drinking. Some of his
classmates battled these problems every week, but Ted
thanked God daily that he never got involved in these.

T h e S u m m e r

During the summer, Ted enjoyed hard work on the farm.
Except for those extremely hot days, he tr ied to
practice at his basketball goal at least one hour each
day: he wanted to stay in shape for the coming season.
Also, he gave as much time as possible to the church
and was involved in various works. Ted would begin his
junior year, and since he was older and more mature in
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his thinking, he hoped to accomplish greater things in
schoo l and baske tba l l .

The weeks went by fast, and it was hard to
b e l i e v e t h a t h e a n d h i s f r i e n d s w e r e a l l b a c k i n s c h o o l .

Coach Beard asked the boys to begin their daily
practice in the gym. He especially wanted them to get
involved in practice games to get the feel of competing
against other teams. Therefore, each week found Ted
and the other boys playing hard to win.

Anew boy had moved to town and enro l led a t
Bradford High for his senior year. When he went out for
basketball, some of the boys said that he looked like a
football player. Also, he didn’t have good manners, and
was often rude to the boys. Ted thought that they just
didn’t understand him, so he made aspecial effort to be
his friend. However, the more Ted tried to be friendly,
the more Chuck pulled away. After several insults, Ted
backed away for he could not force his friendship on
h i m .

An Enemy Develops
Even though Ted had learned to say no to smoking,

drugs, and drinking, he st i l l had problems control l ing
his temper. Most of the time he was able to get things
u n d e r c o n t r o l , e s p e c i a l l y i f h e h a d t i m e t o t h i n k .
However, on this particular day, Ted was faced with a
temptation that came without warning.

During apractice game, Ted was guarding Chuck,
and after afew minutes into the game. Chuck began to
e l b o w T e d . A t fi r s t T e d w a s a b l e t o o v e r l o o k t h i s

t h ink ing tha t maybe i t wasn ’ t i n ten t i ona l . However,
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after the third elbow landed in Ted’s face accompanied
by Chuck's guilty grin, Ted knew he was planning each
attack. In aflash, Ted hit Chuck aforceful blow in his
s t o m a c h w i t h h i s fi s t . T h e n e x t f e w m i n u t e s f o u n d
Chuck lying on the floor trying to catch his breath as
Coach Beard walked briskly toward them. Just as Ted
was ready to take the blame and explain everything to
the coach. Chuck spoke up and said, “It was Ted! He
couldn’t stand for me to make so many points and he
slugged me in the stomach!”

All eyes turned toward Ted as the coach asked,
“Ted, did you hit Chuck?” “Yes Sir, but...” The coach
interrupted, “No buts about it! Ted, you are off the
team for one week and you will have to stay one hour
a f t e r schoo l and wo rk f o r a fu l l week . ” Ted t r i ed t o t e l l
his side, but Chuck could lie faster than he could tell
the truth. He didn’t mind so much staying the hour after
school and being off the team for aweek, but it hurt
Ted deeply to be falsely accused. Ted admitted that he
was wrong in hitting Chuck, even though Chuck had
wronged him, but for all to believe that Chuck was
innocent, made it even more difficult.

Ted went home and told the whole story to his
parents, and that night during the family devotional, he
led the prayer and asked God to forgive him. The next
day, Ted went to Chuck and made an effort to apologize
for losing his temper, but Chuck came out with abad
word and said, “What are you trying to do, good boy,
ease your conscience? You always think that being a
good fellow will solve everything. Well, let’s see you
get out of this, because Iwon’t forgive you.” Then as he
left, he gave Ted ashove.
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At this point, Ted used all the inner strength he
had to hold his temper. With awhisper he said, “If it
were not wrong, Iwould like to mash your head in!” But
he didn’t, and after cooling off, Ted was thankful that
he let him go without doing him wrong. As Ted walked
away, he thought, “It must have been apainful thing for
Jesus to forgive his enemies!"

A C o l d W i n t e r

T h e w i n t e r h a d b e e n e x t r a c o l d w i t h s e v e r a l
i nches o f snow tha t con t inued in to March . In fac t ,
outside work had been almost impossible, and several
families were reported out of food. Ted’s father had
spent their extra cash for hay since the winter grazing
had been so of ten covered wi th snow.

One morning Chuck Avis did not come to school,
and the report was that his family was out of work and
food. Ted was tempted to say, “Chuck is getting what
he deserves,” but he couldn’t go against all he had
learned from the Bible. So, he just pushed the thought
aside by thinking, “Someone will help them!”

That Wednesday night, Nathan chose Romans 12
for their devotional reading. Ted listened at these
w o r d s :

h i m ; i f h e t h i r s t s , g i v e h i m a d r i n k ; f o r i n s o
do ing you w i i l heap coa i s o f fi re on h i s head . Do
not be overcome by evil , but overcome evil with
good.” Ted raised his hand, “Nathan, Iheard today that
one of my classmates. Chuck Avis and family are out of
work and food, and Ithink someone ought to help them.

There fo re i f you r enemy hungers , f eed
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Maybe Ishould, but you just don’t know how much
wrong Chuck has done to me. And besides, if Iwere
hungry, he would probably walk away and let me
s t a r v e . ”

Nathan c losed the B ib le , came around and sa t on
the corner of the desk and said, “Ted, this is something
you will have to decide for yourself. You have been
taught many things about Christianity and the example
of Jesus, but you are the one who must decide whether
or not to apply it. Before you make your decision, let
me remind you of one thing. Jesus gave His life for the
ones who were crucifying Him, and prayed while in
pain, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know
what they do” (Luke 23:34), Also, in His teaching.
He sa id , “Love your enemies , b less those who
curse you, do good to those who hate you, and
p r a y f o r t h o s e w h o s p i t e f u l l y u s e y o u a n d
persecute you” (Matthew 5:44).

ABig Decision

It was far into the night before Ted found sleep
due to thinking over this problem and what Nathan had
taught him. Should he take some of the money he had
saved and spend it on one who had elbowed him in a
game, lied to the coach, and refused an apology by
cursing and shoving him aside? One part of Ted wanted
to say, “no,” but finally he decided, as aChristian, that
he must help. This is what Ted believed that Jesus
would do. After this decision, sleep came easy.

T e d D o e s A G o o d D e e d
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The following day after school, Ted went by the
local grocery store and purchased two large boxes of
groceries. Then, somewhat nervous, Ted drove to the
home of Chuck Avis. When Mrs. Avis came to the door,
Ted said, “I’m on the ball team with Chuck, and wanted
to share some things with you while Mr. Avis is out of
work.” She graciously accepted the two boxes of
groceries, and after seeing the joy of Mrs. Avis, and
seeing Chuck lying quietly on the coach with afever,
Ted forgot all the wrongs he had received! Chuck didn’t
say thank you, but he didn’t need to, because Ted could
see that al l was wel l between them.

Did Ted do right? Within one month, Ted found the
answer to this question. The winter moved out leaving
the birth of spring coming into view. Mr. Avis got back
to work, and to Ted’s surprise, one Sunday morning at
worship the Avis family walked in and Chuck sat down
n e x t t o Te d .

Just as David won over King Saul by doing good
even when wronged, so Ted won avery difficuit battle
in his life by doing right.
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Chapter 9

P r a c t i c a l L e s s o n - 4

The Power of Temptation
After gett ing things worked out with Chuck,

Ted’s junior year went well. He dated afew girls, but
he went out mostly just to be doing something. Some of
the girls in his Bible class were good friends, and he
joined them often to get acoke or to go bowling.

The following summer was so full of work on the
farm that he didn’t think much about being with girls.
Ted was hopeful that things would be different his
senior year, but he wasn’t going to be too disappointed
if he didn’t get around to dating.

N e w S c h o o l Y e a r

Finally the time came for Ted to begin his last
year at Bradford High. He had mixed feelings about this.
He was sad to think about this part of his life being
over, but also glad to complete this part of his life to
get on with something else. He continued to remind
himself that he needed to stay close to the church. He
didn’t want to fall into the trap of getting involved in
sinful things during his senior year.

W h e n Te d m e t h i s fi r s t c l a s s , h e l o o k e d a r o u n d
the room and to his surprise he knew most of the
students. He saw acouple of boys who had moved in,
a n d S a r a h B o w m a n w h o h a d c o m e t o l i v e w i t h h e r
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grandparents. However, the others had been with him in
his junior year.

Just before the roll call was made, the door
opened and ayoung lady entered the room. She was a
blonde that looked to Ted l ike astar who had walked
out of the television screen. Her sky blue eyes sparkled
with her smile as she announced to the teacher, “I’m
sorry to be late, my name is Jill!” Ted could hear some
of the boys behind him whispering as some made
peculiar sounds. However, Jill finally took her seat and
the class got back to normal. For the next few minutes,
Ted had problems listening to the instructions of the
teacher. The vision of this blonde kept flashing across
the screen of his mind.

During the first week of school, Ted tried to find
an opportunity to meet Jill, but his plans never worked
out. She was either in ahurry or else talking to other
girls.

On the following week, Ted had stayed in the gym
halfway into the lunch hour to practice fowl shots, and
got to the cafeter ia a f ter most o f the s tudents had
eaten and gone. To make up for lost time, he was eating
as fast as he could. Just as he got his mouth crammed
to capacity, someone walked up and asked, “May Isit
with you?” Ted looked around and there stood Jill with
her happy smile. Somehow, he managed to say, “Sure,
s i t d o w n !

learned that she had moved in from anearby town, but
she did not tell him anything about her past or family.
Ted wondered about this, but was so thrilled just to be
with her that he took her at face value.

From these few minutes together, Ted
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This first meal together, began awarm and close
re la t i onsh ip t ha t g rew week by week . Fo r t he fi rs t
t ime, Ted became t ru ly in terested in dat ing and J i l l
w a s h i s c h o i c e . A t fi r s t s h e d i d n o t s e e m i n t e r e s t e d i n

the i r re la t ionsh ip go ing beyond f r iendsh ip , bu t w i th
daily patience and spending much time together, Ted
convinced her to accept dates with him.

Steady Dating

Ted and Jill were together almost every day and
often into the night. He became her favorite basketball
star, and she went with him to most of the games away
from home. For the first t ime in Ted’s l i fe, he had a
s e r i o u s d e s i r e f o r a w o m a n . H e t r i e d t o k e e p h i s
thoughts pure, because he remembered the teaching of
Jesus, “Whoever looks at awoman to lust for her
has a l ready commi t ted adu l te ry w i th her in h is
heart” (Matthew 5:28). However, Jill was somewhat
forward in her feelings for him, and this caused Ted to
fight temptations daily.

Jill encouraged their relationship to advance into
experiences and feelings that could so easily get out of
control. One night on such an occasion, Ted explained to
her that he was aChristian and could not get into an
intimate relationship before marriage. However, she
did not share his convictions, and continually tempted
him to get more involved. Even though Ted was keeping
things somewhat under control, he feared that his mind
was lusting for her. Therefore, he encouraged her to go
wi th h im to many pub l ic gather ings ra ther than
spending so much time alone.

4 8



Ted was pleased that Jill began going to Bible
classes and worship with him. He had secretly asked
Nathan to teach alesson on keeping our bodies pure for
marr iage. Afew weeks la ter, Nathan chose Galat ians
6 : 1 9 - 2 1 f o r h i s l e s s o n t e x t . T h e c l a s s d i s c u s s e d t h e
m e a n i n g o f t h e v a r i o u s w o r k s o f t h e fl e s h . J i l l
l i s t e n e d , b u t Te d w a s n o t s u r e t h a t s h e w a s t o o
convinced. However, Ted needed to hear these biblical
truths again to strengthen himself during temptations.

Shocking News

One Sunday morning alady came forward and
placed her membership with the congregation. She was
from Nelleville, atown some thirty miles away. On
Monday, after placing her membership, she called Ted
and asked to meet w i th h im. She assured h im tha t she
had some in fo rmat ion tha t she cons idered very
important. This was somewhat surprising to Ted since
he had met her only once. However, she seemed sincere,
and he agreed to meet her at one of the fast food places
in town. Ted knew only that her name was Sarah Brown.

After ordering Cokes, and exchanging afew words
about the church, Sarah began. “I hope you won’t think
I’m meddling in someone else’s business, but when I
saw you w i th J i l l , Ihad to ta lk w i th you . ” Wi th
surprise, Ted asked, “How did you know Jill’s name?”
Sarah con t inued , “ J i l l i s f rom Ne l lev i l l e , and Ihave
known her for several years. I’m assuming you don’t
know what I’m about to tell you since Iunderstand you
are afine Christian young man. Jill is married to Neil
Young, afine young man in that community.” Ted turned
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Yes,” continuedpale and said, “Did you say, married?
Sarah, “She left her husband afew months ago and no
one knows of her whereabouts! Idon’t know any details
as to why she left her husband, Ijust know that this
J i l l i s amar r i ed woman . ”

S a r a h fi n i s h e d h e r C o k e a s Te d s a t a l m o s t i n
silence. Finally, she said, “I must go. I’m sorry to bring
you such upsetting news!” Ted thanked her kindly, and
she left him about as shocked and lonely as ahuman
being can get. He really loved Jill, and hoped to marry
her after graduation. Why had she kept this from him.
He thought, “If Ihad known, Iwould have made every
possible effort not to get involved with her!” As he
pondered his situation, he asked himself over and over,
“What am Igoing to do? Ican’t give her up.” At this
point he thought of her husband. “Wonder what he is
like? Does he love her like Ido?” Then thoughts came
through Ted’s mind that had never been there before.
“Maybe he will get killed so Ican have Jill!” He
couldn’t believe he was thinking these thoughts. As he
left for home, he kept hoping all of this was adream,
from which he would awaken. Or, maybe Sarah has lied!
However, down deep in his heart, he knew that his
d i l emma was rea l .

In our next lesson, we will follow Ted as he deals
with this serious problem in his life. Remember, the
only way to face any problem, regardless of how large
it may be, is to seek God’s help!
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Chapter 10

P r a c t i c a l L e s s o n - 5

Facing Temptations

For the next week, Ted tried to stay in his room
when he was home, but he could not hide his sadness
from his parents. As to Jill, she admitted that she was
marr ied when Ted to ld her that he knew the t ru th about
her, but she refused to talk about her past. She finally
a s k e d

anymore?” Ted knew the right answer to this question,
but the wrong answer came out, “No, no, Ican’t give
you up. I’ll think of something.”

Does th is mean that you can’ t date me

Each time they were together, Ted wanted her
m o r e t h a n e v e r b e f o r e . H e h a d h e a r d t h a t f o r b i d d e n
fruit is the most desired, and now he knew this to be a
fac t f r om expe r ience . Ted had g rown co ld and
indifferent toward the church and his Bible class, but
no one knew how to help him. He had built awall
between h imsel f and h is f r iends.

L iv ing ALie

One evening when Ted came in from school, after
practicing late in the gym, his parents asked if they
could talk with him. He resented this, but knew they
had the right to talk. They all sat down together at the
kitchen table and his dad began the conversation. “Ted,
I’ll get right to the point. We have heard rumors that
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Jill has been married before.” Ted looked up with anger
in his eyes, “Who told you astory like that?” Ted’s
mother responded, “Never mind where we heard, is it
true?” Without looking up, Ted answered, “Certainly
not! Surely you don’t believe all that gossip!” As he
heard his words, he could not believe they were coming
from his mouth. He had always prided himself in the
fact that he to ld the t ru th , but th is is d i f fe rent , he
thought, Ijust can’t tell them the truth about Jill.

Since his parents trusted him and had known him
to be so truthful all of his life, they accepted his word,
and excused him. The following night was the longest
and most miserable n ight he had ever spent in h is
whole life. The lie he told his parents kept echoing in
his mind. For the first time in his life, Ted was unable
to pray. He felt so far away from God.

Help Is Needed

Brother Jones, Ted’s preacher heard the many
rumors, and was afraid that Ted was having problems.
He wanted to help him, but first felt the need to have
all the facts. One lady in the congregation told him that
S a r a h B r o w n h a d h i n t e d t h a t s h e k n e w J i l l a n d h e r
fami ly in the past. Therefore, Brother Jones decided
t h a t h e w o u l d v i s i t S a r a h . W h e n h e a r r i v e d a t h e r h o m e
a n d a s k e d a b o u t J i l l , h e a s s u r e d h e r t h a t h e w a s
seeking this information to help Ted. Sarah started at
the beginning and told him all that she knew about Jill,
her marriage, and her parents. Before leaving. Brother
Jones promised her that what she had told him would
be kept strictly confidential, and that it would be used
only to help Ted.
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F o r t h e n e x t s t e p , B r o t h e r J o n e s w e n t t o
N e l l e v i l l e a n d m e t w i t h N e i l , J i l l ’ s h u s b a n d . H e f o u n d
him to be afine young man very hurt and confused. Neil
t o l d B ro the r Jones a l l t he pa in fu l de ta i l s f r om
beginn ing to end. When the conversat ion was over.
Brother Jones thanked him kindly and promised that he
would look for every opportunity to help.

An Important Meeting

During the following week. Brother Jones called
Ted and asked if he could meet with him on Saturday in
his office. This was not too unusual since they had
often met together in the past to carry out work
projects. However, Ted felt that this meeting might be
something about his relationship with Jill. When Ted
arrived, the two didn’t exchange many words until
Brother Jones began.

ATouching Story

Ted, Iwant to tell you atrue story and get your
opinion on what should be done. Ted settled back to
listen. Brother Jones began: “There was ayoung couple
that dated for several months and fell deeply in love.
They decided to get married, and to spend the rest of
their l ives together. However, from the day they were
married, her parents resented her husband, and week
after week they tried everything to break them up. At
first, the couple was so happy that they ignored them,
but finally this developed into serious problems. There
was nothing her parents would not do to make him look
bad in the eyes of their daughter. They lied about many
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things, and even accused him of being unfaithful. After
a f e w m o n t h s , t h i s b r o u g h t r e a l p r o b l e m s b e t w e e n
them. He would accuse her parents of lying, and she
would resent his accusations. This produced hard
feelings and heated arguments. They finally reached the
po in t where they neg lec ted each o ther in the i r
marriage, and stayed angry most of the time.

Finally, one day after abig argument, the girl
went home to her parents. They continued their false
accusations, and offered the girl alarge sum of money
if she would leave her husband and move secretly to
another town. In all her confusion, this seemed to be
the easiest way out, so she accepted the money and
moved away.

Sometime later, she met another young man and
began dating him. She did not tell him that she was
married, but allowed their relationship to develop into
love. Dur ing th is t ime, her husband was back home
fee l ing broken hear ted and cheated by a l l tha t had
happened to him.”

Ted listened with great interest. He could almost
feel the pain that her husband was going through. In
fact, he thought of Jill, and knew what it was like to
love someone that you really couldn’t have.

At this point. Brother Jones asked, “Ted, what do
you think about this girl’s evil parents and the way her
husband has been t r ea ted? ”

Te d w a s a l i t t l e a n g r y i n s i d e j u s t h e a r i n g t h e
story. He said, “This is all wrong. Her parents had no
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right to interfere with their lives. She belongs with
her husband, and their love should be allowed to grow
instead of being killed! Someone should tell her parents
that they are wrong in breaking up their daughter’s
marriage.”

Brother Jones leaned forward in his chair, looked
Ted in the eyes and said, “Ted, the girl’s name is Jill,
and you are the one she’s dating!”

All was quite as Ted stared away with tears in
his eyes. Finally, Brother Jones asked, “How long have
you known that Jill was married?” Ted replied, “A few
weeks, but Ididn’t want to accept it. Iwanted her for
myself so badly that Iwas willing to lie, cheat, and
even secretly wish something would happen to her
husband. Brother Jones, Ihave been wrong-- l am so
guilty!”

Brother Jones knew that Ted was hurting, but he
a l s o k n e w t h a t h e w o u l d h u r t e v e n m o r e i f h e d i d n ’ t

face these facts and get his l i fe r ight with God.
Therefore, he continued: “Ted, do you remember a
series the teen class studied about two months ago on
the l i fe of David?” Ted answer, “Yes, Iremember well.
Ieven taught two of the lessons when Nathan was on
v a c a t i o n . ” B r o t h e r J o n e s a s k e d f u r t h e r , “ D o y o u
r e m e m b e r h o w D a v i d f e l l i n l o v e w i t h a n o t h e r m a n ’ s
wife, and the sins that he committed before realizing
he had done wrong?” Again, Ted remembered every
detail. “Now, Ted, you need to repent of the things you
did wrong, ask God to forgive you, and encourage Jill to
return to her husband. ”
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F o r t h e fi r s t t i m e s i n c e h e l e a r n e d t h a t J i l l w a s

married, Ted could see clearly what had happened. He
didn’t want anything to keep him from being right with
God. Therefore, he resolved to make things right with
a l l he had wronged . He thanked Bro the r Jones fo r
helping him see the sins in his life.

Making Things Right

The following Sunday morning, Ted went forward
and confessed his sins to the church asking them to
forgive him. Ted also ended his relationship with Jill,
and encouraged her to at least meet with her husband
and try to work out their problems. Brother Jones had
told him that he would be willing to talk with Neil and
Jill if they wanted his help.

Although Ted did not go as far as David in his
experiences with Bathsheba, he still faced some of the
same temptations. Be assured that all of us must work
daily to keep our lives from temptations. If we are
Christ ians, the Lord wi l l help us escape temptat ions.
When we put Him first in our lives, all the other things
will work for the best.

C o n c l u s i o n :

Ted finished his High School years at Bradford
High and went to college. While attending college, he
met Beth, the finest Christian lady he had ever known.
They fell deeply in love and made their plans to get
married, and to spend the rest of their lives together.
Ted found the greatest joy from his life because he
lived daily to follow Jesus. There is not agreater goal
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that we can have today than to follow in the footsteps
of Jesus our Master and our Lord!
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Chapter 11

Teacher’s Notes On Chapter 1

ACall To Be King
1 S a m u e l 1 6

I N T R O D U C T I O N :

A . Exciting study of Old Testament kings
Some were evil, some were good
Involved in battles, riches, sins of the
flesh, and idolatry

1 .

2 .

B . In this book, we will study David
“Sweet Singer of Israel”1 .

C. Dav id had h i s weaknesses
Still “Man after God’s own heart
(Acts 13:22)

1 .

D. Today we will study, "David aShepherd boy
anointed king:"

I . C A L L H I M F R O M T H E F I E L D

A . Lesson begins with David watching his
father’s sheep

God has something special planned for him
Let’s leave David for awhile to see what
God has planned

1 .

2 .

B . Saul, king of Israel, had disobeyed God
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God wants him removed as king1 .

C. God sent Samuel to house of Jesse to anoint
one of his sons

(1 Sam. 16:2,3)
Samuel feared God more than Saul, and
obeyed

1 .

2 .

D. Must have been athr i l l for Jesse to learn

that one of his sons would be king
Tell of his sons preparing to appear before
S a m u e l

Looked so great, hard for Samuel to decide

1 .

2 .

E Samuel finally chose Eliab
Samuel had chosen by outward appearance
Read (1 Sam. 16:7).

1 .

2 .

L E S S O NI I .

Samuel chose from his own feelings
He needed the help of God
Had made same mistake choosing Saul

A .

1.
2 .

B . God chooses by looking at the heart

C. We can make mistakes about people by
judging only their appearance

Example: Jesus was refused king by many1.

(1 Pet. 3:4).D.

I I I . A L L B R O T H E R S O F D A V I D C O N S I D E R E D

6 0



A . One by one the other six brothers were
c o n s i d e r e d

Al l were re fused1.

B . i tAre all the young men here?
Only one who is tending the sheep
David: "A clear, fair complexion, good
eyes, and alovely face," (cf. 1Sam.
16:12; 17:42).

9 9

1 .

2 .

C. The Lord said, “Arise, anoint him.
Samuel anointed h im wi th ahorn of o i l .

9 9

1 .

I V . L E S S O N

A . David was asked to appear to be anointed

B . We must not boast of our own abil i t ies
Strength will be made known
David didn’t attend the feast, but was
anointed king
Bible: Take alower seat, then be invited
upward
Spend time WORKING not BOASTING!

1 .
2 .

3 .

4 .

C. “Usually the greatest boasters are the
smallest workers. The deep rivers pay a
larger tribute to the sea than shallow
brooks, and they empty themselves with less
noise” {Seeker).

V . S A U L ’ S R E A C T I O N

A . Saul learned of David being anointed
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It was recommended that he find aharp
player

B.

C. Music is good therapy, but will not take the
place of repentance

D. Saul needed to confess his sins and repent

Then music would have helped himE

F. David had the ability to play the harp
Chosen to cheer Saul
Learned the palace, and prepared for being
the active king.

1 .
2 .

L E S S O NV I .

Music will not do the impossible
Wi l l cheer saddened hear ts

Will help us face problems
Will not forgive sins!

A .
1 .

2 .

3 .

Forgiveness comes through obedienceB .

In spiritual realm, must lift our voices in
praise to God

Spirit of the Lord departed from him
Must have been an empty feeling

C

1 .

2 .

L E S S O NV I I .

God does not come down directly today, but
still is present today

A .
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If God doesn’t rule, Satan will possess usB .

C. How can any accountable person live without
obeying God?

D. How can one’s soul fall into the condition of
S a u l ?

V I I I . S A U L N E E D E D A P H Y S I C I A N

A . Even modern medicine would not have helped
S a u l

B . Today, without God, one has nothing

C. Disobedience brought Saul rejection and
s o r r o w .

D. Apart from worship, can enjoy good music

E However, only God can make our lives
complete

“Of all the arts beneath the heaven,
That man has found or God has given,
None draws the soul so sweet away;
As music’s melting, mystic lay;
Slight emblem of the bliss above.
It soothes the spirit all to love.”

F.

(Hogg).

I X . M U S I C D I D N O T C U R E S A U L
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It helped him temporarily
Would not bring him back to God

A .
1 .

First be aChristian, then enjoy heart
cheering music

B .

For atime, David found favor with Saul
However, time will change this
relationship!

C.
1.
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Chapter 12

Teacher’s Notes On Chapter 2

The Winner By aKnockout
1 S a m u e l 1 7

I N T R O D U C T I O N :

A . After playing the harp, David returned to the
sheep

Ayouth, but had much faith and trust1 .

B. War was going on between Israel and
Ph i l i s t i nes

Saul had lost favor with God, but was still
leading His army
David’s brothers: Eliab, Abimadah, and
Shammah in army

1 .

2 .

C. Jesse sent David to take brothers parched
corn, ten loaves of bread and ten cheeses

David got up early to carry out this job.1 .

I. L E S S O N

A . When we have work to do, need to get up
early to accomplish it

L a z i n e s s c a n b e c o m e a d i s e a s e

Example: birds up early seeking food
1 .
2 .

B . Something refreshing about anew day
Inspires us to succeed and honor God1.
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Man needs to imitate God's creatures in this
w a y .

C.

I I . G O L I AT H D E F I E S I S R A E L

David heard that Goliath, agiant, was
defying God’s army

Giant 11 ft. tall, with astrong armor

A .

1 .

Goliath challenged afight with aman of
Is rae l

B .

Kill me and we will be your servants
Saul’s men were afraid

1 .
2 .

David could not understand their fear
They were on God’s side.

C.
1 .

L E S S O N

Must never try to solve our problems without
G o d

A .

Christians can call on His help in prayer1 .

Nothing is impossible within God’s will
David knew that God would help.

B .
1 .

DAVID’S OLDEST BROTHER WAS JEALOUSI V .

He (Eliab) began mocking DavidA .

Questioned his motives for coming to them
Came only to see battle
Overlooked the kindness of David

B .
1 .
2 .
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When one is jealous, he is also ungrateful3 .

C Emphasized that David was only ashepherd
boy

V . L E S S O N

Often aproblem for brothers and sisters to
get along

A .

B. Older should realize that the younger are
looking for guidance

C. Brothers and sisters can be cruel to each
o t h e r

Still may stand up for each other when
ou ts ide rs a t tack .

1 .

V I . S A U L S E N T F O R D A V I D

A . Saul heard about what David was saying;
sent for him

B . David asked permission to meet the giant
Saul objected first that he was only a
youth
Saul did not consider that God was on his
s i d e

1 .

2 .

C. David told Saul about bear and lion entering
the sheep

God helped him slay both
Pointed out that the same power would
help him slay the giant

1 .
2 .
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Saul said, “Go, and the Lord be with
you!” (V. 37).

D.

E Saul provided David an armor, but he refused
i t

Wanted to meet giant in same way he met
bear and l ion
With staff, five smooth stones, and a
sling, he met the giant.

1 .

2 .

V I I . L E S S O N

That which was so small, God made strong
David allowed God to use him in spite of
w e a k n e s s e s

A .

1 .

Even if our talents are small today, God can
help us

God can use us to lead thousands to Christ

B .

1 .

Instead of complaining of weaknesses, use
same strength to allow God to work through

C.

u s

Will be amazed at what God can do!1 .

T H E R E A C T I O N O F T H E G I A N TV I I I .

The giant was humiliated when he saw David
Am Iadog, that you come to me

with sticks” (vss. 43, 44).
David was not frightened
Assured the giant that Jehovah would help
him slay him

A .

1 .

2 .

3 .
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This day the Lord will deliver you
into my hand, and Iwill strike you
and take your head from you” (v. 46)

t i

4 .

With astone and sling, David buried astone
in forehead of giant

Although tall, strong, and aboaster, fell
to earth

David took the giant’s sword, cut off his
h e a d

B.

1 .

2 .

C. With God’s help, alarge army was defeated.

I X . L E S S O N

Sometimes youth are made to feel no place
unt i l o lder

They are part of the church today as well
a s t o m o r r o w .

A .

1 .
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Chapter 13

Teacher’s Notes -For Chapter 3

Run For Your L i fe
1Samuel, 18-31

I N T R O D U C T I O N :

A . N a t u r a l f o r D a v i d t o b e c o m e a h e r o a f t e r

slaying the giant
He had done the King's job
Temptation for David to become conceited,
but he didn't!

David still considered Saul the king

1.

2 .

3 .

B . When David and Saul returned from batt le,
women danced and sang:

" S a u l h a s s l a i n h i s t h o u s a n d s , a n d
David his ten thousands" (18:7).
A l though Dav id was innocent , f rom th is
time forward, Saul was jealous
Saul began hating David.

1 .

2 .

3 .

I . L E S S O N

A . Many people suffer over things they cannot
help

H a v e y o u e v e r m o c k e d p e o p l e w i t h
p h y s i c a l h a n d i c a p s o r b e c a u s e o f a
di fferent sk in color?

This is wrong!

1 .

2 .
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Example: Old West and Indians3 .

David wanted to be af r iend wi th Saul

Saul would not permit it.
B .

1 .

I I . S A U L T R I E D T O K I L L D A V I D

A . Later, David was playing the harp for Saul
An evil spirit entered Saul
He threw spear at David and said,
" I w i l l p i n D a v i d t o t h e w a l l w i t h i t
(18:11)
This happened twice.

1 .
2 .

3 .

4 .

B . Notice another plot to kill David
Saul offered David his daughter Michal for
w i f e

Required adangerous condition-Pay:
" o n e h u n d r e d f o r e s k i n s o f t h e

P h i l i s t i n e s , t o t a k e v e n g e a n c e o n t h e
king's enemies" (18:25).
S a u l t h o u g h t D a v i d w o u l d b e k i l l e d
carrying this out
David responded by presenting Saul with
two hundred fo resk ins
D a v i d t h e n m a r r i e d M a c h a l , S a u l ' s
daughter.

1 .

2 .

3 .

4 .

5 .

6 .

I I I . A T R U E F R I E N D

A . Jonathan, Sau l ' s son, was a t rue f r iend to
D a v i d
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O n o n e o c c a s i o n J o n a t h a n c o n v i n c e d h i s
f a t h e r n o t t o k i l l D a v i d s i n c e h e h a d s a v e d

Israel by slaying the giant
Saul soon broke his promise and sought
D a v i d .

1 .

2 .

David's wife Michal, also helped David escape
f r o m S a u l

S h e l e t D a v i d d o w n t h r o u g h w i n d o w -
placed image in bed
When men came to get David, she told
them he was s ick

Later they took image to Saul, and he was
angry with Michal
She told her father, "He said to me, 'Let
me go! Why should kill you' "(19:17).

B .

1 .

2 .

3 .

4 .

D a v i d a n d J o n a t h a n m a d e a p l a n t o w a r n
D a v i d

C.

Dav id wou ld h ide nea r p lace whe re
Jonathan practiced shooting arrows
Lad would get arrows
" L o o k , t h e a r r o w s a r e b e y o n d y o u " -
S a u l w a s a n g r y " L o o k , t h e a r r o w s a r e
o n t h e s i d e o f y o u ; g e t t h e m a n d
come," -Saul was peaceful,(20:20-23).

1 .

2 .

3 .

Saul attempted to kill Jonathan because of
his friendship with David

The arrow message -Saul is angry.

D.

1 .

I V . L E S S O N

Aloyal friend is like aprecious jewelA .
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Will stand by you through good and bad
t i m e s
Jonathan was this kind of friend to David

1 .

2 .

B. S o l o m o n : " A m a n w h o h a s f r i e n d s m u s t

h i m s e l f b e f r i e n d l y , b u t t h e r e i s a
f r i e n d w h o s t i c k s c l o s e r t h a n a

brother" (Prov. 18:24).

C. Sau l had Ah ime lech apr ies t and o ther
priests killed

Because he gave David bread to eat
He also gave David the sword of Goliath

1 .

2 .

D. Saul commanded his evil servant Doeg to kill
the priests

" Yo u t u r n a n d k i l l t h e p r i e s t s ! S o
D o e g t h e E d o m i t e t u r n e d a n d s t r u c k
t h e p r i e s t s , a n d k i l l e d o n t h a t d a y
e i g h t y - fi v e m e n w h o w o r e a l i n e n
ephod" (22:18).

1 .

V . L E S S O N

A . Hatred and jealousy can eat our hearts away
This sin will grow if we allow it to do so1 .

B . I t was d isobed ience, hat red, and jea lousy
that destroyed Saul and his hope for the
fu tu re .

V I . D A V I D M E A N T S A U L N O H A R M
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While Saul was in acave, David slipped and
cut off the corner of his robe

A .

D a v i d l a t e r f o l l o w e d f r o m a d i s t a n c e a n d
cr ied out ;

"I could have slain you, but Ididn't"
David t r ied to convince Saul that he meant
h im no harm

B .

1 .

2 .

Saul pretended friendship, but it was only
pretense!

C.

V I I . DAV ID MARRIES AB IGAIL

Woman named Abigail was married to evil
man, Nabal

David asked Nabal afavor-refused
Dav id cons idered s lay ing Naba l , bu t
Abigail showed him that this would be
w r o n g

A .

1 .

2 .

Afew days later God killed Nabal
David then married Abigail.

B .

1 .

H A T R E D C O N T I N U E D .V I I I .

Saul began seeking David's life againA .

David found Saul asleep with his army
Slipped in and took his sword and jug of
w a t e r

Spared Saul's life

B .

1 .

2 .

7 4



Next morning called from adistance and told
Saul what he had done

C.

D. Saul once again promised not to seek his life.

I X . S A U L T H E L O S E R

A . Saul became even more restless
Sought Samuel from the dead, but received
adeath message

1 .

B . Went to battle against the Philistines
They shot Saul several times with arrows
S a u l c o m m a n d e d h i s a r m o r b e a r e r t o k i l l

1 .
2 .

h i m
3 . The armorbearer was afraid and refused

C. Saul ended his own life by falling on his
s w o r d .

X . L E S S O N

A . W h a t a l e s s o n t o s h o w t h a t c o m e s f r o m a
life of sin

B . Saul was far from dying ahero

C. Compare David to Saul--David was the true
h e r o

1 . David was able to write:

T h e L O R D i s m y s h e p h e r d ; I s h a l l
n o t w a n t H e m a k e s m e t o l i e d o w n
in green pastures: h e l e a d s m e
b e s i d e t h e s t i l l w a t e r s . H e r e s t o r e s

2 . t t
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my soul; he leads me In the paths of
r i g h t e o u s n e s s f o r H i s n a m e ' s s a k e .
Yea, though Iwalk through the val ley
o f t h e s h a d o w o f d e a t h , I w i l l f e a r
n o e v i l : f o r Y o u a r e w i t h m e ; Y o u r
rod and Your staff , they comfort me.
Yo u p r e p a r e a t a b l e b e f o r e m e i n t h e
presence of my enemies; You anoin t
my head with oi l ; my cup runs over.
S u r e l y g o o d n e s s a n d m e r c y s h a l l
f o l l o w m e a l l t h e d a y s o f m y l i f e ;
a n d I w i l l d w e l l i n t h e h o u s e o f t h e

LORD forever.”{Ps. 23).
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Chapter 14

Teacher’s Notes -For Chapter 4

T h e T h r i l l o f t h e M o m e n t
2Samuel 11; 12:1-11

I N T R O D U C T I O N :

A . David was agreat man
But like the apostle Peter, he had aweak
t i m e

1 .

Won victory after victory for the Lord
Listened and yielded to the soft voice of
temptation
Became guilty of adultery, deceit, and
m u r d e r .

B .
1 .

2 .

I . L E S S O N

Even the strongest are in danger of yielding
to temptations

Sin can slip upon us
Especially if we are spiritually sleeping

A .

1 .
2 .

Several steps that led to David's sins
The first step seems to be idleness
2 S a m . 1 1 : 1 , r e c o r d s a " t i m e w h e n
k i n g s g o o u t t o b a t t l e , t h a t D a v i d
s e n t J o a b a n d h i s s e r v a n t s w i t h h i m ,
a n d a l l I s r a e l ; b u t D a v i d r e m a i n e d a t
J e r u s a l e m . "

B .
1 .

2 .

7 7



David was neglecting the King's business
I f h e h a d b e e n i n b a t t l e , h e w o u l d h a v e
avoided the temptation

3 .
4 .

Seems that David was taking anap -"Then
i t h a p p e n e d o n e e v e n i n g t h a t D a v i d
a r o s e f r o m h i s b e d a n d w a l k e d o n t h e

r o o f o f t h e k i n g ' s h o u s e . A n d f r o m t h e
r o o f h e s a w a w o m a n b a t h i n g , a n d t h e
w o m a n w a s v e r y b e a u t i f u l t o b e h o l d "
(11:2).

C.

L E S S O N

We need to keep ourselves involved in useful
a c t i v i t i e s

I t i s t r u e ,
workshop"
" Id leness g ives g rea t advantage to the
tempter"
"Standing waters gather filth"
"The bed of sloth often proves the bed of
l u s t . "

A .

1 . ' a n i d l e m i n d i s t h e D e v i l ' s

2 .

3 .

4 .

I I I . D A V I D L U S T E D T H R O U G H H I S E Y E S

A . He saw and desired th is beaut i fu l woman

Like Eve, lust was perceived through the
e y e s

1 .

D a v i d w r o t e ; " Tu r n a w a y m y e y e s f r o m
l o o k i n g a t w o r t h l e s s t h i n g s
119:37).

B .

(Ps .
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On this occasion, David lusted for sin that
reflected on his faithfulness to God

David gave in to the desires of his flesh
He laid aside reasoning and wisdom

C.

1 .

2 .

David first inquired as to her identity
May have thought she was single
If so, could have fulfilled desires through
marriage.

D .

1 .
2 .

I V . L E S S O N

A . Physical attraction alone is not atrue basis
for marriage

Coup les shou ld no t mar ry jus t because
they are attracted to each other
Th is i s impor tan t i n mar r iage , bu t l ove
and respect must also be present
Mar r i age i n God 's s igh t i s a l i f e t ime
c o m m i t m e n t .

1 .

2 .

3 .

F O R B I D D E N F R U I T W A S M O R E A P P E A L I N G .V .

She was married to Uriah the Hitt i te
D a v i d s e e m s t o w a n t h e r e v e n m o r e

H e r e f u s e d t o k e e p h i s d e s i r e s u n d e r
c o n t r o l

A .
1 .
2 .

The best way to deal with temptation for an
a f f a i r :

B .

Never begin
It is foolish to begin an affair believing it
can be ended later

It is wrong to think only of the moment

1 .
2 .

3 .
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Such thoughts and practices have crushed
many hearts

4 .

Did David plan to commit adultery from the
beginning?

The Bible does not say
However, the whole experience began by
seeing and desiring her
Surely David acted unwisely!

C.

1 .

2 .

3 .

V I . L E S S O N

Many today get caught by not planning to get
totally involved

We should never see how close we can get
to sin

"Absta in f rom every form of ev i l " (1
Thes. 5:22).
" R e s i s t t h e d e v i l a n d h e w i l l fl e e
from you. Draw near to God and He
will draw near to you" (Jas. 4:7,8).

A .

1 .

2 .

3 .

We think differently when temptation has us
under its spell

Never engage in things that lead to sin
Draw al ine far away from the danger
m a r k

Work daily to keep morals high
L e t o t h e r s c a l l u s d i f f e r e n t - - C h r i s t i a n s
are d i f ferent !
I f D a v i d h a d w o r k e d t o k e e p f r o m
temptat ion
s i n s .

B .

1 .

2 .

3 .
4 .

5 .
w o u l d h a v e a v o i d e d t h e s e
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V I I . A D U L T E R Y W A S C O M M I T T E D

A. David sent for Bathsheba and adultery was
c o m m i t t e d

1. Bathsheba may have consented because of
David's position

2 . B o t h w e r e w r o n g r e g a r d l e s s o f t h e
c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

VI I I . L E S S O N

A. Many women and young girls go wrong
because they gain confidence in the one they
are dating

Many men and young men do the same
2. Regardless of who the person may be,

C h r i s t i a n p r i n c i p l e s m u s t n e v e r b e
s u r r e n d e r e d

3. Aman needs awoman, and awoman needs
aman to help keep each other strong
Sin is strong -great wisdom is shown
w h e n r e s i s t e d

1 .

4 .

B . Example: "The foolish gnat flies with its
wings and fools away its life at last, by
playing about the candle."

C. I n C h a p t e r 1 5 , w e w i l l c o n s i d e r t h e
consequences of David's sins

We w i l l l o o k a t h o w h i s s i n s a f f e c t e d h i s
life, and the lives of others.

1 .
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Chapter 15
Teacher’s Notes -For Chapter 5

T h e B i t t e r F r u i t
2Samuel 11; 12:1-11

I N T R O D U C T I O N :

The sin of adultery involved both David and
B a t h s h e b a

B o t h b e c a m e u n f a i t h f u l t o h e r h u s b a n d ,
U r i a h

A .

1 .

B. This sin could not be kept asecret from God
1 . N e i t h e r f r o m t h e p e o p l e - - B a t h s h e b a

c o n c e i v e d
2. Her message to David was, "I am with

child" (11:5).

D AV I D B E G I N S H I S E V I L S C H E M E SI.

Sent for her husband (Uriah) to come home
from ba t t l e

Wants him home so it will appear that the
child is his
However, Ur iah re fused the comfor ts o f
h o m e w h i l e h i s f e l l o w - s o l d i e r s w e r e
sleeping and fighting in the field

A .

1 .

2 .

David met with Uriah and got him drunk
Uriah still refused to go in the house to
his wife

B .
1 .
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c . When all this failed, David planned murder
Sent aletter to the battlefield by Uriah to
Joab saying:
" S e t U r i a h i n t h e f o r e f r o n t o f t h e
ho t tes t ba t t l e and re t rea t f rom h im,
that he may be struck down and die"
(11:15).
This was done and Uriah was killed

1 .

2 .

3 .

Q Afew days later, David married Bathsheba
At the proper time she gave birth to ason
"Bu t t he th ing tha t Dav id had done
displeased the Lord" (11:27).

1 .

2 .

I I . L E S S O N

A . Notice how that with David, one sin led to
a n o t h e r

Adultery, deception, drunkenness
m u r d e r

I s t h i s t h e s a m e m a n w h o w a s t r o u b l e d
because he cut off Saul's skirt?
I s t h i s t h e s a m e m a n w h o e x e c u t e d
judgment and justice to his people?
Yes, but so much has changed
T h i s i s p r o o f t h a t w e s h o u l d n e v e r
surrender our l ives to sin

1 . a n d

2 .

3 .

4 .

5 .

B . Sin is like achain made up of many lengths
S u c h g r o w s s t r o n g e r a n d l o n g e r - -
difficult to stop.

1 .

I I I . D A V I D D E C E I V E D H I M S E L F
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Believed all was well and that God approved
He was king and Uriah was only asoldier
Nothing from the text indicates any guilt

A .
1 .

2 .

B . H o w w i l l G o d s h o w D a v i d t h a t h e h a s d o n e
wrong?

God chose Nathan the prophet to show
D a v i d

Could not simply say to David that he had
done wrong

1 .

2 .

C Approached the subject by telling David a
story

1 . "There were two men in one city; the
one rich, and the other poor. The rich
man had exceedingly many flocks and
herds. But the poor man had nothing,
e x c e p t o n e l i t t l e e w e l a m b , w h i c h h e
h a d b o u g h t a n d n o u r i s h e d ; a n d i t
g r e w u p t o g e t h e r w i t h h i m , a n d h i s
c h i l d r e n . I t a t e o f h i s o w n f o o d , a n d
drank f rom h is own cup, and lay in
h i s bosom, and was l i ke adaugh te r
to him" (2 Samuel 12:1-3).
He con t inues by te l l i ng o f av is i to r who
c a m e t o t h e r i c h m a n ' s h o u s e :

Then David's anger was great ly aroused
against the man, and he said to Nathan,
"As the LORD l i ves , the man who has
d o n e t h i s s h a l l s u r e l y d i e ! A n d h e
s h a l l r e s t o r e f o u r f o l d f o r t h e l a m b ,
b e c a u s e h e d i d t h i s t h i n g a n d
b e c a u s e h e h a d n o p i t y. " A n d N a t h a n

2 .

3 .
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s a i d t o D a v i d , ' Yo u a r e t h e m a n ! ' ( 2
Samuel 12:5-7).

I V . L E S S O N

Easy to see faults of others -difficult to
s e e o u r o w n

Look at others with binoculars magnifying
Look at own with binoculars making faults
s m a l l e r

A .

1 .

2 .

David had overlooked own sins, but could see
faults of rich man

B .

V . Y O U A R E T H E M A N

Nathan backs up his accusation with these
w o r d s :

A .

"Thus says the LORD God of Israel, I
anointed you k ing over Israel , and I
d e l i v e r e d y o u o u t o f t h e h a n d o f
S a u l . I g a v e y o u y o u r m a s t e r ' s
house, and your master ' swives in to
your keeping, and gave you the house
o f I s r a e l a n d o f J u d a h . A n d i f t h a t
h a d b e e n t o o l i t t l e , I a l s o w o u l d
have g i ven you much more . Why have
y o u d e s p i s e d t h e c o m m a n d m e n t o f
t h e L O R D , t o d o e v i l i n H i s s i g h t ?
Y o u h a v e k i l l e d U r i a h t h e H i t t i t e

w i th the sword ; you have taken h is
wife to be your wife, and have kil led
h i m w i t h t h e s w o r d o f t h e p e o p l e o f
Ammon" (2 Samuel 12:7-9).

1 .
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B . This must have made David feel guilty
M u s t h a v e r e m e m b e r e d t h e s e w o r d s t h e
rest of his life

Many of the Psalms of this "Sweet singer
of Israel" reflect his repentance.

1 .

2 .

V I . L E S S O N

A . Do you feel guilty when you do wrong?
We should, and we should make every
effort to make things right

1 .

B . Dangerous to reach the point where we feel
no guilt from sin

Committing sin is aserious thing
Must be made right with God
Keep atender hear t that fee ls gu i l t and
seeks forgiveness for sins.

1.

2 .

3 .

V I I . D AV I D C O N F E S S E S S I N T O N AT H A N

A . " I h a v e s i n n e d a g a i n s t t h e L o r d
(12:13).

B . Nathan gave amessage from God:
" A n d D a v i d s a i d u n t o N a t h a n , ' T h e
LORD also has put away your s in ; you
s h a l l n o t d i e . H o w e v e r , b e c a u s e b y
t h i s d e e d y o u h a v e g i v e n g r e a t
o c c a s i o n t o t h e e n e m i e s o f t h e L O R D

t o b l a s p h e m e , t h e c h i l d a l s o w h o i s
b o r n t o y o u s h a l l s u r e l y d i e . '
Samuel 12:13,14).

1 .

(2
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This message was true
The son d ied

David l ived aprofitable and useful l i fe
b e f o r e G o d

Learned many lessons from his mistakes
Seemed to l ive closer to God.

C

1 .
2 .

3 .

4 .

V I I I . L E S S O N

A . As we live, we are tempted daily
May not be the same temptation of David
Principles are the same

1 .

2 .

B . Need to recognize that we have sinned
Then make them right with God
Learn from our fai lures

1 .

2 .

C. God forgives and gives His children strength
to grow stronger

I X . R E S O LV E T O L I V E F O R G O D

A . Hope your life will be enriched from studying
King David

Also the pract ical lessons based on h is1 .
l i f e

B. R e m e m b e r, G o d b l e s s e d D a v i d w h e n h e d i d
right

Punished him when he did wrong1 .

C. Why not resolve to be afaithful Christian
Try to please God as long as you live!1 .
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Chapter 16

Game For Chapter 1

ACall To Be King

B I B L E B O W L I N G

O B J E C T :

The object of Bible Bowling is to reach the strike
zone by answering Bible questions. The questions for
this game are based on David being anointed king as a
shepherd boy. While seeking to make the highest score,
hopefully the students will learn more about the Bible.

Things Needed

Prepare agame board.1 .

S t e p 1 : P r e p a r e t h e g a m e b o a r d a s s h o w n i n t h e
diagram from 1/4" plywood covered with alternate
colors of flannel to distinguish sections. The pins
i n t h e s t r i k e z o n e a r e 1 - 1 / 2 " i n d i a m e t e r b l a c k
c i r c l e s .

S t e p 2 : I n s t a l l t h e b o a r d o n a w a l l i n f r o n t o f t h e
class, or attach it to aportable chalkboard.

Step 3: Make bowling balls (use pattern) on stiff
poster board 2" in diameter (glue sandpaper to the
back of each ball for flannel. Numbers one through
the number of students youexpect (plus extras). If
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you expect 20 students, prepare at least 25. Be
sure you have enough.

Step 4: Cut out the player’s circle. Cut acircle (18” in
diameter) from acorrugated box. Paint i t with
acrylic house wall paint and print on it PLAYER.

Step 5: Cut out 30 pins and glue or tape aquestion on
each pin. Place these in abox. When its' aplayer's
turn, let he or she stand on the "Player's Circle"

HOW TO PLAY THE GAME

1 . P lace ba l l s (based on the exac t number o f
students) in the box and allow each student to
draw his or her ball. The student receiving ball #1
will go first, ball #2, second, etc.

2. When it is aplayer’s turn, let he or she stand on
t h e “ P L AY E R ’ S ” c i r c l e . F r o m t h e b o x w h e r e
questions have been stirred well, draw out apin
and ask it’s question. (Do not place this pin back
into the box until another game). If they answer
correctly, take their ball and place it on square #1
for 6points. Then move to the next student with
ball #2. Repeat this pattern until all students have
had aturn, and then begin round two. After seven
rounds, the student (or students) with the highest
score, wins the game. If more than one reaches the
strike zone or ties for the highest score (short of
the strike zone), declare them ALL winners! To
m a k e a s t r i k e i s t o m a k e a t o t a l s c o r e o f 1 0 0
points. Try NOT to close the game in the middle of
around so that all wil l have an equal opportunity
to win. If you run out of questions, place all
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questions back into the box and go over them again.
Repetition is agreat way to learn!

3. Optional: If you choose, you may give aBible or
Bible related prize for asingle winner. Only if one
student makes as t r ike above the ent i re c lass .

9 1



Chapter 17

Game For Chapter 2

The Winner By AKnockout

B I B L E S H U F F L E

Things Needed

M a k e 2 d i s k s , 3 ” i n d i a m e t e r . S a w w i t h a b a n d o r
s c r o l l s a w f r o m 3 / 4 ” l u m b e r . P a i n t o n e r e d a n d t h e

other blue. You may cement apicture of an open
Bible on each disk if you wish.

1 .

2. Make 2cue sticks for the game. (It might be agood
idea to make acouple of extra ones in case one
gets broken). Paint one red and the other blue. For
handles, use a1/2” by 36” dowel s t ick . Use
pattern to saw disk holder from a2by 4(1-1/2"
by 3-1/2") with aband or scroll saw. Drill a1/2”
hole and insert (with glue) dowel stick handle.

3. Prepare floor diagram from pattern. This can be
done wi th masking tape, or apermanent d iagram
with paint to be used often. Place aline of masking
t a p e a t t h e p r o p e r d i s t a n c e ( a c c o r d i n g t o t h e
group) for students to stand to play the game.
Somewhere between 10 f t . and 16 f t .

How To Play The Game
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Divide students equally into 2teams (number them
1-2, 1-2, etc.). The "ones" are the “Red team" and
the "twos" are the “Blue team."

1 .

2. Line up both teams, and give acue to the first
player on each team.

3. Each takes aturn shoving or sliding the disk to the
diagram. Each player gets to try 2times to land on
anumber. Af ter 2 t r ies , land ing on or o ff the
d i a g r a m , t h e n e x t t e a m h a s a t e r n . A f t e r t w o
misses, or landing on anumber, the student gives
the cue to his or her next player.

4. When aplayer lands the disk on anumber, he or she
receives aBible quest ion f rom that number. (You
can use question board used in Chapter 19 to hold
your questions on the proper numbers). If answered
correctly, their team gets that same number added
to their score. Example: If they land on “10” -go to
the question under ten. The ten should be the most
difficult set of questions, but gives 10 points
when answered correctly. TEAM MATES MUST NOT
HELP THEIR PLAYER ANSWER!

5 . To t a l u p s c o r e s a t t h e e n d o f t h e p e r i o d a n d
announce the team w inne r.

R u l e s

The number landed on represents the question
category or number to be used.

1 .
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2. I f the d isk lands on a l ine between two numbers,
choose the number with the most disk on it. If it
appears equal, give the student achoice.

3. If disk is mostly outside the diagram, but sti l l
touching anumber, the number counts.
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Chapter 18

Game For Chapter 3

Run For Your L i fe

WHEEL OF B IBLE

Things Needed

Overhead p ro jec to r, sc reen , and marker fo r
transparencies.

1 .

2. An overhead transparency. Make atransparency
from the puzzle page in this book on acopying
machine or make up your own. Cut shall pieces of
paper the size of each puzzle phrase and cover all
except the first one. Tape these pieces of paper on
the transparency with removable tape so that you
can uncover each phrase as you need it.

3. Have aco-helper sit near the projector with all
phrases filled in on paper ready to assist you as to
where the let ters are found.

4. Use questions from the Question Section.

How to Play The Game

1 . D i v i d e s t u d e n t s i n t o t w o t e a m s - Te a m 1 a n d Te a m
2
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2. Ask the first student in team 1aBible question. If
he or she answers correctly, they have the right to
request aletter for the puzzle from Ato Z. (vowels
and consonants are treated as the same).

3. If there is one (or more) write the letters into the
proper squares in RED for Team 1. (Co-worker tells
you which squares). Give 5points to team 1for
each time the letter appears. Example: If they ask
for an “E” and there are two, they get 10 points.
After letters are in place, they can try to solve the
puzzle. If they can’t, then move to the first player
on Team 2. (Note; write letters in blue for Team 2).
Go back and for th f rom team to team unt i l the
puzzle is solved.

4. No help can be obtained from other members of the
team. If they do, the player is disqualified for that
t u r n .

5 . T h e fi r s t s t u d e n t t o s o l v e t h e p u z z l e , g i v e s t o
their team an additional 100 points. This is added
to all the other points already gained (total the
score for each color) before the puzzle was solved.

6. Let Co-worker keep the score for both teams.
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Chapter 19

Game For Chapter 4

The Thr i l l o f the Moment

K N O W Y O U R B I B L E

Things Needed

1. Aportable Dry Erase Marker Board or use achalk
b o a r d

2. Dry erase markers or chalk

Things To Make

1. Make aquestion board holder,
a. Cut apiece of 1by 4, lumber 45 inches long
b. Begin at one end and mark aline every 5inches
c. Center anail (8d finish) on each line. These nails

will hold the eight groups of questions. Place a
number under each nail with vinyl numbers (1
thru 8).

d. From ashort piece of 1by 4, lumber, make two
brackets to hang the question board holder to the
top of the dry erase marker board, (see pattern).

2. Prepare 3by 5index cards by punching ahole at the
center on one end. Write aquestion on each card
with its value number on the back. (Divide questions
into eight (8) categories--the higher the number the
more difficult the question).
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3. Have all categories of cards hanging on the nails
before the students arr ive.

4. Divide the dry erase marker board in half by drawing
a v e r t i c a l l i n e .

5. Draw two score cards, one on each half, maximum
size that the board will allow.

a n d t h e6 . L a b e l t h e l e f t h a l f o f t h e b o a r d “ Te a m 1
other half, “Team 2.”

HOW TO PLAY THE GAME

1. Divide students equally into two teams, as you face
them, call those on your right “Team 1,” and those
on your left, “Team 2.”

2. Divide players on both teams into groups of 3’s.

3. Begin with either “Team 1” or “Team 2” and allow
the first group to choose anumber, 1thru 8. (Remind
them that the larger the number, the more difficult
the question).

4. Remove acard from the number they choose and ask
them the question. If they answer correctly, place
t h a t n u m b e r o n t h e s c o r e c a r d o f t h e i r t e a m .
Example: If they choose 5and answer correctly,
place a5on score card under 5, etc.

5. They cannot get help from other team members. If
they can’t answer the question, allow anyone on
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either team to answer, but no points are scored. Go
back and forth from team to team until all student
groups are used; then start over.

6. If time will not allow the game to be finished, and
the score cards are not filled, simply add total
points for each team. The highest total of points is
the w inne r !
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Chapter 20

Game For Chapter 5

The B i t te r F ru i t

T I C - TA C - K N O W

Things Needed

1 . Aportable Dry Erase Marker Board or Chalk Board.

2. Dry erase markers or chalk.

Ques t ions f rom Ques t ion Sec t ion .3 .

4 . A l a r g e d i a g r a m d r a w n o n t h e b o a r d w i t h e a c h
b lock numbered f rom 1 th ru 9 .

How To Play The Game

1. Div ide c lass equal ly in to two d iv is ions, “Team 1”
and “Team 2.” (Let Team 1be X’s and Team 2, be
Q’s).

2. Divide each team into groups of 2’s.
3. Have Bible questions on 3by 5index cards, and be

sure they are shuffled well.
4. Begin with one of the teams, and let the first

couple choose asquare (number) 1thru 9.
5 . A s k t h e m a q u e s t i o n . I f t h e y a n s w e r c o r r e c t l y,

place either a“X” or “Q” in that chosen square.
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6 . T h e n m o v e o v e r t o t h e n e x t t e a m . G o b a c k a n d f o r t h

until one team can draw aline as in the game “tic-
t a c - t o e ”

7. If the cat gets the game, play on until all squares
are filled. Then add up the squares with X’s, and
the squares with O’s.

8. Erase the X's and O's from all squares and begin
another game.

9. If ateam wins the round, they get 100 points. The
loser still gets the total number from the squares
where they were able to place a“X” or “O.”

10. At the end of period, the team with the most
points, wins!
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Chapter 21

P a t t e r n s F o r G a m e s

B i b l e B o w l

B i b l e B o w l

1 0 0 0

SiRiKE^y Strike
A

F o l d

Together
Question

H e r e
3 6 3 6

- 3 ,H
30,

48'48”

2 42 4
Cut out and fold pins

for each

Question
*

i18 :

1 2 1 2 Player’s
C i rc le ;m

18 ’

6 r = 4

18’

D
1 2 3 4

OS h u f fl e

D isk 3 /4 ’

by 3”
5 6 7w

E ,8 9,
L 3-1 /2 ” X3-1 /2 X

1-1 /2 ” th i ck
0,M a k e 2

R e d & B l u e
3 / 4 ” x

l /2”x36’ 3 - 1 / 2 ’Question Board Holder
4 5 ” L o n g

Make 2brackets 3-l/2”x3-l/2’
for Question Board
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T i c - T a c - K n o w

T i c - Ta c - K n o w

1 2 3

4 65

8 97

K n o w Yo u r B i b l e

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
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Sample Puzzles

T H E L O R D I S M Y S H E P H E R D

F L E E Y O U T H F U L L U S T

H O W S H A L L
T H E Y O U N G

S E C U R E T H E I R H E A R T S

JTESUS WEPT

B E H O L D I S T A N D
A T T H E D O O R

A N D K N O C K

Other Suggestions: “Preach the word” -Forsake not the
assembly” -“Children obey your parents in the Lord” -

“ H o n o r f a t h e r a n d m o t h e r ”

I I I I H i l l

1
1
1

n
n n

1

1 0 4



Chapter 22

Questions For Bible Bowling
Chapter 1

The Call To Be King
1 . How did God feel about David?

What work did David do before becoming aking?
Who was the king when God chose David to be king?
Why did God remove Saul from being aking?
Give the name of David’s father.
Who did God send to David’s house to anoint aking?
What b ro ther o f Dav id d id the p rophe t fi rs t
c h o o s e ?

What mistake did Samuel make when considering
D a v i d ’s b r o t h e r ?

At what does God look when choosing aman?
Why did many reuse Jesus to be king?
What is the hidden person mentioned by the apostle
P e t e r ?

Where was David when the prophet considered
David’s brothers for king?
Name at least one of the three ways the Bible
describes David as to his physical appearance.
What did the man of God use to anoint David?

2 .

3 .
4 .

5 .
6 .

7 .

8 .

9 .

1 0 .

1 1 .

1 2 .

1 3 .

1 4 .

1 5 . What came upon David after he was anointed?
Show that David did not force himself to be king.
Define self-praise that needs to be avoided today,
nstead of boasting of our abilities, what should we

1 6 .
1 7 .

1 8 .
d o ?

1 9 . What can we do to avoid boasting?
What does the Bible say departed from Saul?2 0 .
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21. Since God does not come down directly, where does
he dwell in us today?

22. If God and grace do not dwell in us, what does?
23. In Saul’s misery, what was he told to find to help

h i m ?
24. Music is awonderful thing, but it will not take the

place of one’s need for what?
25. What did Saul need to confess for music to help

h i m ?

26. Name the harp player chosen for Saul.
27. What can music do according to our lesson?
28. What will music not do according to our less- on?
29. In what way was Saul helped by the harp?
30. How did Saul first feel about David?
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Questions For Bible Shuffle
Chapter 2

The Winner By AKnockout
After playing the harp for Saul, to what place did
D a v i d r e t u r n ?

2. Who was Israel fighting in awar?
3. What relatives of David were in Saul’s army?
4. Name one of three foods David took to his brothers.
5. Name agiant who defied God’s army.
6. How tall was this giant?
7. Tell how God’s army could win over their enemy.
8. Jealousy led David’s oldest brother to accuse David

of coming to visit for what purpose?
9 . F o r w h a t r e a s o n d i d S a u l fi r s t r e f u s e D a v i d ’ s

request to meet the giant?
10. Why could David, ayouth, do great things?
11. What had David slay with God’s help as ashepherd

boy?
12. When Saul sent David to fight, who did he request

to be with him?

13. What did Saul offer David to help him in this fight?
14. What weapon did David choose?
15. Tell how David’s small weapon was made strong.
16. In anger, the giant asked, “Am Ia
17. To what did the giant say he would give David’s

fl e s h ?

18. With God’s help, what did David say he would do to
the giant?

19. What did David do with one of the stones in his
sling?

20. How did David remove the giant’s head?

1 .

?
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21. What did David become from killing the giant?
22. Fill in the blank: “Youth are apart of the church—

-and

23. What should youth do when old enough to be
a c c o u n t a b l e t o G o d ?

24. Name th ree ways , ou t o f s ix ment ioned, where
youth can work.

25. How does God feel about youth serving Him?
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Ques t ions Fo r Whee l o f B ib le

Chapter 3

R u n F o r Yo u r L i f e

When David returned from slaying the giant, what
three things did the women do?
Fil l in: “Saul has slain his thousands, and David

1 .

2 .
h i s

3. From jealousy, what did Saul throw at David two
t i m e s ?

4. Give name of Saul’s daughter whom David married.
5. How many foreskins of the Philistines did Saul

require of David for marriage to his daughter?
6. How many foreskins of the Philistines did David

bring Saul to marry his daughter?
7. Name David’s best fr iend.
8. How did David’s wife get him out of the house to

escape Saul.
9. What did David’s wife place in his bed when he

escaped Saul?
10. What lie did David’s wife tell her father to justify

her helping David escape?
11. What objects were used by Jonathan to let David

know if Saul was angry or not?
12. What happened to Ahimalech, apriest, and other

priests, because he gave David bread?
1 3 . N a m e t h e m a n S a u l u s e d t o k i l l A h i m a l e c h a n d

other priests.
14. What did David do to Saul while he was asleep in a

c a v e ?

15. Who did David marry after her evil husband was
d e a d ?
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16. Name the ev i l husband o f the woman Dav id marr ied .

17. While Saul was asleep, what two objects did David
take f rom h im?

1 8 . W h a t f a m o u s p e r s o n f r o m t h e d e a d d i d S a u l
c o n t a c t ?

19 . How d id the Ph i l i s t i nes wound Sau l?

2 0 . W h o d i d S a u l a s k t o k i l l h i m s e l f w i t h a s w o r d , b u t
h e r e f u s e d ?

21. How did Saul, who was wounded, die?
22. What led Saul to seek death other than his physical

pain?
2 3 . n D a v i d ’ s w r i t i n g , ( P s a l m 2 3 ) t o w h o m d i d h e

compare the Lord?
24. Fill in: “He makes me to lie down in

25. Where did David hope to dwell forever?

1 1 0



Q u e s t i o n s F o r K n o w Yo u r B i b l e

Chapter 4

T h e T h r i l l o f t h e M o m e n t

1. What voice whispered in David’s ear?
2. What was David neglecting when he got in trouble

wi th s in?

3. Name the woman David saw when tempted?
4. What was the woman doing when David was

tempted?
5. Through what was lust first perceived with David

t o w a r d t h i s w o m a n ?
6 . To whom was the woman , whom Dav id des i red ,

m a r r i e d ?

7. Fill in: “Abstain from every form of
8. Fill in: “Resist the devil and he will f r o m

you.”
9. Fill in: “Draw near to a n d h e w i l l d r a w n e a r t o

you.”
1 0 . A r e C h r i s t i a n s l i k e t h e w o r l d o r d i f f e r e n t f r o m t h e

w o r l d ?

11. S ince David was k ing, was th is woman r ight in
yielding to his wishes?

12. Does God approve the act of adultery of acouple
who plans to be married?

13. When David called for this woman, did he plan to
just meet her or to commit sin with her?

14. What had David won in his work as k ing, many
times for the Lord?

1 5 . To w h a t s i n s d i d D a v i d ’ s s i n w i t h t h i s w o m a n ,
finally lead?

16. What s in d id Dav id fi rs t commi t?
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17. What is every Christian constantly in danger of
doing?

1 8 . F i l l i n : “ T h e r e f o r e l e t h i m w h o t h i n k s h e s t a n d s
t a k e h e e d l e s t h e — . ”

19. Can you finish this quote: “An idle mind is the-—
--workshop?”

20. What woman of the Old Testament perceived sin
through her eyes by looking at atree?

21. Give the foundation for true marriage.
22. True or false? The best way to deal with an affair

is to never begin it.
23. In the i l lustrat ion of the gnat , i t was fool ish by

playing too close to the !
24. When does sin look its best, before or after it is

c o m m i t t e d ?

25. Should men only, women only, or both men and
women, help to avoid sin?

26. Why does it show great wisdom to avoid sin?
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Quest ions For Tic-Tac-Know
Chapter 5

The B i t t e r F ru i t

1. Other than God, who did David and Bathsheba sin
against?

2. What happened to Bathsheba to make it impossible
to hide their sin from others?

3. When David schemed to bring Uriah home so it
would appear to be his child, what did Uriah refuse
t o d o ?

4. For what purpose did David get Uriah drunk?
5. When all efforts failed by David to get Uriah home

to his wife, what was his final scheme?
6 . H o w d i d D a v i d h a v e U r i a h k i l l e d ?
7 . H o w i s s i n l i k e a c h a i n ?

8. Did David first feel guilt from his sins?
9. Name the prophet God sent to show David his sins.
10. What animal did the prophet use in astory to David

to show his sins?
1 1 . H o w d i d D a v i d r e a c t t o t h e a c t i o n s o f t h e r i c h m a n

in the prophet’s story?
12. Tell how the prophet applied his story to David.
13. Show how apair of binoculars illustrates the way

we look at our sins and the sins of others.

14. The prophet tells David, “you have despised the—
of the Lord.”

1 5 . W h a t d i d D a v i d w r i t e t o s h o w t h a t h e h a d
repented?

1 6 . D a v i d i s o f t e n c a l l e d . T h e s i n g e r o f
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W h a t s h o u l d w e f e e l t o d a y w h e n w e c o m m i t
wrongs?
What did David confess to this prophet?
W h o w o u l d d i e b e c a u s e o f t h e s i n o f D a v i d a n d
B a t h s h e b a ?

Did David learn many lessons from his mistakes?
When we sin today, what should we do?
How long did David remember his sins?
How would you classify David’s heart?
Who did the prophet say had killed Uriah?
G o d b l e s s e d D a v i d w h e n h e d i d

punished him when he did

1 7 .

1 8 .

1 9 .

2 0 .
2 1 .

2 2 .
2 3 .

2 4 .
b u t2 5 .
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