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INTRODUCTION

These one hundred devotionals, based on the thinking and
teaching of Solomon, are presented with the hope and prayer
that those who use them will be lifted up spiritually and drawn
closer to God. The world is continually trying to pull us down
by getting us involved with more earthly things. Therefore,
there is a need to be reminded often of the real values of life.

These one hundred devotionals cover the majority of spiritual
principles needed by Christians to live a life according to God’s
will. There are so many ways that these devotionals can be used
to help individuals or to motivate groups to live on a higher
plane for God. Thus, they can be shared with ONE or ONE
THOUSAND!

You may wish to use them in your family devotionals, for five
minute radio programs, in hospitals, nursing homes, for
sermon starters, in personal work, to extend the invitation at
Mid-week Bible Study, and for youth or any age devotionals.

This collection of devotionals is an excellent gift for any age.
Why not give a copy to a shut-in, someone in the hospital, to
a youth graduating from High School or College, to someone
bereaved from the loss of a loved one, or to someone in prison?
Remember, people from all walks of life and in various
circumstances, need a closer walk with God!

“The New King James Version”, Thomas Nelson Publishers,
is used in all of these devotionals.

With your help, and the guidance of God, this book can
become a tool for much spiritual good.

May God’s blessing be upon these messages that are based
upon the inspired teachings of His Word, is my sincere and
earnest prayer.

Benny B. Bristow
Author



FEARING GOD - Proverbs 1:7

Devotional 1

“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowl-
edge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction”
(Proverbs 1:7).

Fear has various meanings, but in this passage it means
“reverential fear.” Those who fear God respect Him to the point
that they do not wish to displease Him. Yes, they also fear His
power and would dread facing Him unprepared in eternity, but
those who have reverential fear also respect Him as their true
and powerful God. This principle can be illustrated by the
father-child relationship. A child who truly loves his father will
not obey him out of fear of punishment alone, but also out of
love and honor.

When Joseph of the Old Testament was a servant in
Potiphar’s house, there was an occasion when he showed that
he feared God. Potiphar's wife tempted Joseph to commit
adultery with her. Day by day he felt the pain of slavery, and
now his master’s wife had made this evil demand. After
considering the pros and cons, he came to this conclusion:
“How then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against
God?” (Genesis 39:9). Thus, the thing that kept him from this
sin was the respect he had for his master and fear of God.

If we have the proper fear for God, this will lead us to do His
will. In the Old Testament, God’s people were told: “And now,
Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you, but
to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all His ways and
to love Him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart
and with all your soul” (Deuteronomy 10:12). When we
seek our own laws in religion, and change the Bible to please
ourselves instead of God, this is not true fear for Him.



Why does Solomon say that the fear of the Lord is the
beginning of knowledge? Because those who fear Him have a
deep respect for His Word, and as they study to know it, their
knowledge will increase. Show me a man or woman who has a
deep respect for a certain author, and I'll show you the same who
longs to read and reread all that he has written. Millions do not
study the Bible because they do not fear God, but those who fear
Him, increase their knowledge of Him and His great work.

When fear is present, there is confidence in His many promises,
miracles, and actions toward mankind. There are things that they
do not understand, but their faith and fear for Him, lead them
to serve. This kind of fear brings the deepest reverence for God.
Shakespeare wrote: “Rather let my head stoop to the block, than
these knees bow to any save to the God of heaven.”

“The majesty of God revere; fear Him, and you have
nothing else to fear.”



LISTEN TO YOUR PARENTS - Proverbs 1:8,9

Devotional 2

“My son, hear the instruction of your father, And
do not forsake the law of your mother; For they will
be graceful ornaments on your head, And chains
about your neck” (Proverbs 1:8,9).

The wise man sets forth two responsibilities in these verses:
(1) The son is to receive teaching from his parents, (2) He
implies that the parents will give the proper instruction. When
these two responsibilities are taken seriously there will be a
happy relationship. As parents set forth the proper laws and
instructions, they must realize the potential of their children.
There is within them a power that can explode like a mighty
volcano destroying themselves and all who are in their paths,
or this same power can be harnessed to do good works. With
this sobering thought, parents should take their responsibilities
seriously. The Jewish parents of Israel were commanded to
instruct their children about God and His laws: “You shall
teach them to your children, speaking of them when you
sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you
lie down, and when you rise up” (Deuteronomy 11:19).
They must have believed the words: “Train up a child in the
way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart
Jrom it” (Proverbs 22:6).

Assuming then that the parents are giving the proper
instruction, the son must hear and obey. This will be a great
blessing: “graceful ornaments on your head, and chains
about your neck.” The Old Testament promised prolonged
days to those who honor father and mother, and that it would
be well with them (Deuteronomy 5:16). Paul referred to this
commandment as being “the first commandment with
promise” (Ephesians 6:2).



Has our modern generation outlived the usefulness of this God-
given arrangement? Certainly not! Our generation may think it
has, but not so! It is believed that the rapid increase of crime in
our society has come from this breakdown in the home. In too
many cases, parents are not giving the proper instruction, and
their children do not have the proper respect for them. This is
not God’s way!

Tests have been run among hundreds of inmates who are in-
carcerated for violent and non-violent crimes, and it was found
that most of them were from broken homes. Just think of the
prisoners who have suffered because they either did not have
proper instruction, or else they did not listen to their parents.

Or, think of the fine successful Christian men and women
(whom you know) who refer often to the strict moral training of
their parents. A child is well blessed when he honors parents who
have brought him up in the “training and admonition of the
LORD"” (Ephesians 6:4).

“I once heard somebody say that you can't tell whether
a parent has been a success or a failure until you find out
what happens to the grandchildren” (Richard L. Strout).



REFUSE ENTICEMENT OF SINNERS -
Proverbs 1:10-19

Devotional 3

“My son, if sinners entice you, do not consent. If
they say, ‘Come with us, let us lie in wait to shed
blood; let us lurk secretly for the innocent without
cause; . . .My son, do not walk in the way with them,
keep your foot from their path” (Proverbs 1:10,11,15).

This is good advice for all ages to follow. There are always
those who are in the business of promoting sin. They are not
content to be sinners themselves, but try to entice others to
join them. In this text, Solomon describes their arguments.
They set the snare with its luring bait, but he warns: “do not
walk in the way with them.” Sin has an immediate appeal.
It offers the thrill of a lifetime, but be assured that it is the thrill
of death. Paul was right when he wrote: “For the wages of sin
is death’” (Romans 6:23).

One time a man took the venom from a poisonous snake and
placed it under a microscope. To his amazement, he saw the
beautiful colors of the rainbow. However, the beauty of the
venom did not make it any less poisonous! Jsut because sin
has its temporary thrill and dashing colors, does not remove
its death qualities. ‘Do not be deceived, God is not mocked;
for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. For he
who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but
he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting
life” (Galatians 6:7,8). The corruption mentioned here is
death!

In view of the awful consequences of sin, Solomon warns:
“do not consent. . .do not walk in the way with them.” Isn't
it wonderful to know that we can turn down temptations to sin?
Even our Lord was tempted in all points as we are tempted
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(Hebrews 4:15), but He was without sin. Refusing to sin may
be difficult, but such can be done. The Word of God sets forth
principles that will help us resist:

(1) Seek the right kind of environment. Paul wrote: “Do not
be deceived: ‘Evil company corrupts good habits’ " (1 Cor-
inthians 15:33). It may be easy to refuse sin the first time, but
to be continually exposed, breaks down resistance. When you find
yourself in evil company, get away as quickly as possible.
“Abstain from every form of evil” (1 Thessalonians 5:22).

(2) Set your goals on Christian morals, and refuse compromise.
Total resistance is the only way to overcome the devil. In Paul's
words: “ . .do not let the sun go down on your wrath, nor
give place to the devil” (Ephesians 4:26,27). James advised:
“Resist the devil and he will flee from you” (James 4:7).

(3) Remember, the devil can deceive you, therefore, wear the
full Christian armour of faith, righteousness, salvation, truth,
gospel, and the sword of the spirit—the Word of God. With this
protection, you can resist the “wiles of the devil” (Ephesians
6:11). Always be aware that the devil can appear as an angel of
light (2 Corinthians 11:14), or as a roaring lion (1 Peter 5:8).

“Sin may open bright as the morning, but it will end dark
as night” (Talmage).



CALLING WITHOUT AN ANSWER -
Proverbs 1:23,24,27,28

Devotional 4

“Turn at my reproof; surely I will pour out my spirit
on you; I will make words known to you. Because I
have called and you refused, I have stretched out my
hand and no one regarded, .. .When your terror
comes like a storm, and your destruction comes like
a whirlwind, when distress and anguish come upon
you. Then they will call on me, but I will not answer;
They will seek me diligently, but they will not find
me’”’ (Proverbs 1:23,24,27,28).

Solomon may be referring in these verses to the sinners
described in the earlier verses of this chapter. However, these
words also describe the condition of lost humanity when time
shall be no more. While mankind lives on this earth, the Lord
offers mercy and forgiveness to the obedient believers, but the
time will come when this will not be available.

I once heard of a judge who was driving down the street in
a snow storm and found a young man in a gutter, intoxicated
and almost frozen. He got this young man, and took him to his
warm house. After hours of rest and food, he saved his life, and
sent him on his way. A few months later the same young man
got into a fight and murdered another. When he was brought
to court, to his surprise, the merciful judge was on the bench.
All through the trial he felt that all would go well. Finally, it
came time for the judge to pass sentence, and the young man
was shocked when the full punishment was handed down. The
young man approached the bench and said, “Sir, aren’t you
the one who took me into your home and saved my life a few
months ago?” “Yes,” said the judge, “But I was your savior then,
and now I'm your judge.”



While we live on earth today, we have our Lord Jesus Christ
presented in the Bible as our Savior. He has gone to the cross
in sacrificial death for our sins, and desires that all be saved.
However, the time will come when He will judge the world, and
millions will expect Him to be a Savior then. Jesus will have to
say, “On earth I was your Savior, now I'm your Judge!” The call
for salvation will be made, but He will not answer.

Paul declared to the Ephesian Christians that God had highly
exalted Jesus and had given Him a name above every name:
“that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those
in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the
earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Philippians
2:10,11). Don’'t wait until Judgment Day to confess and obey
Him.

“Life has but two ends, and one end has been used. Take
care of the other end” (Holmes).



SEEKING KNOWLEDGE AND WISDOM -
Proverbs 2:1-6

Devotional 5

“My son, if you receive my words, and treasure my
commands within you, so that you incline your ear
to wisdom, and apply your heart to understanding;
Yes, if you cry out for discernment, and lift up your
voice for understanding, if you seek her as silver, and
search for her as for hidden treasures; Then you will
understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowl-
edge of God. For the Lord gives wisdom; from His
mouth come knowledge and understanding’ (Pro-
verbs 2:1-6).

In these verses the wise man is emphasizing the importance
of wisdom and knowledge. They are especially important in
this context because they lead one to fear God. One of the
saddest things on earth is for one to live his life, invest
everything in material things, and then face death without
knowing God. True wisdom and knowledge include God, and
all other so-called wisdom and knowledge will vanish with
time.

At this point, let us define knowledge and wisdom, and this
should help us see further why Solomon insisted on the
importance of both. Knowledge suggests, “‘the learning of facts
through study.” Wisdom means, “an understanding to the point
of being able to apply facts.” Thus, it can be seen that one may
study and obtain facts without having the wisdom to apply
them. How does one receive knowledge about God? He has
provided this knowledge in His Word. This knowledge that
comes from the Bible is factual, and is therefore called “truth”
(John 8:32).



What about wisdom? Where does one receive the ability to
properly apply facts? James wrote: “If any of you lacks
wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and
without reproach, and it will be given to him” (James 1:5).
When Solomon became King of Israel, he asked for wisdom to
rule God’s people, and God made him wiser than all men.

Job recognized the wisdom of God and explained why His
wisdom was so great: “God understands its way, and he
knows its place. For he looks to the ends of the earth, and
sees under the whole heaven” (Job 28:23,24).

In our text, Solomon suggests searching for wisdom and
knowledge as one would search for hidden treasures! Jesus
taught while on earth: “You search the Scriptures, for in them
you think you have eternal life; and these are they which
testify of Me” (John 5:39). Paul admonished Timothy: “Be
diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who
does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth” (2 Timothy 2:15).

Have you found true knowledge by studying the Word? Have
you asked God to give you the wisdom to understand?

“Wisdom can be defined as the ability to know what to
do next.”

10



THE LORD IS A SHIELD - Proverbs 2:6,7

Devotional 6

“For the LORD gives wisdom; from His mouth come
knowledge and understanding; He stores up sound
wisdom for the upright; He is a shield to those who
walk uprightly” (Proverbs 2:6,7).

As we study through the Bible and learn of God, there are
many figures used to describe His attributes. He is pictured as
being all-powerful, always present, and possessing all knowl-
edge. In the text before us, God is called a shield, and this
suggests the idea of protection. As mankind travels through
life, there are many foes to face, and both his physical body and
soul are in danger. However, man’s greatest protection from
these destructive enemies is God.

The metaphor of a shield is truly right to describe God and
His power to protect. The soldier could have been completely
armed with breastplate, helmet, sandals, and sword, but
without the shield, these armor parts could be penetrated. Our
God is not a partial protection, because no enemy is strong
enough to destroy Him. He is able to meet our every need.

A great example as to how God is a shield is found in the
history of Israel. He guided them safely from Egyptian bondage,
and met their needs as they journeyed through the wilderness.
The enemies came, but to no avail with God’s protection. There
were times when God withdrew His shield because of their
disobedience, and without exception, when He did, they
suffered.

God does not choose today to come down in a direct way as
He did with Israel, but this does not mean that He can’t protect!
The providential hand of God is still protecting His children
today, and this is why we continually pray for His guidance.
As we look at the history of America, it can truthfully be said
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that God has been our shield, and has blessed us! However, God
will continue to do so only if America continues to look to Him.
There are evil forces at work in our nation today that are trying
to discredit God and His Word, but these will fail if all true
Christians will be faithful to God. Their leader is the devil which
is powerful, but not as powerful as God. Even the devil and his
angels cannot overcome the shield of God.

Job said to God: “If it is a matter of strength, indeed he is
strong; and if of justice, who will appoint my day in court!”
(Job 9:19),

Have you allowed God to be your shield today and for eternity?

*“God governs the world, and we have only to do our duty
wisely, and leave the issue to Him” (John Jay).

12



FORSAKING THE GUIDANCE OF YOUTH -
Proverbs 2:16-19

Devotional 7

Among the many things that understanding will do,
Solomon says that it will: “deliver you from the immoral
woman, from the seductress who flatters with her
words, who forsakes the companion of her youth, and

forgets the covenant for her God. For her house leads

down to death, and her paths to the dead; none who
go to her return, nor do they regain the paths of life—"
(Proverbs 2:16-19).

There are two things that will guarantee success in life. (1)
To be trained from youth to respect and serve God. (2) Refuse
to forsake this guidance of youth in later years. The evil woman
described by Solomon in this text had been properly trained
in her youth, but she left this and turned to a life of lust and sin.

All of us reach an age in life where we must make our own
decisions. During the years of youth, good parents are
constantly watching and training us in the ways of righteous-
ness, but finally we must assume this responsibility. They
cannot shelter us all of our lives. They may have faithfully
brought us up in “the training and admonition of the Lord,”
but the question we must face is will we continue in their
training or forsake it.

There are thousands of people who are happy as Christians
because they are following in the footsteps of their parents. In
some cases their parents have deceased, but their good
influence lives on. However, it is a sad fact that thousands of
others are dissipating their lives in sin because they have
forsaken the guidance of their youth. There are two evil results
from this type of action. (1) They will not find true happiness
in this life or in eternity. (2) Many of these will have their own

13



families and will expose their children to a life of sin. Thus, they
will fail to train their children in the way they should go.

J. C. Penney once wrote: “The highest duty of parents is to
build Christian homes, in whose influence children can grow
spiritually strong, to teach the Bible in season and out of season.
I never apologize for pleading for better Christian homes because
my entire experience tells me that successful dealings between
men in business, government and social relationships are
influenced for good or ill by home backgrounds.”

Therefore, when you are tempted to forsake the guidance of
youth, please weigh the consequences. On the surface, the world
with lust and sin may seem appealing, but look beyond to the
lasting values of life. Think of your soul and the souls of your
children.

“The family circle is the supreme conductor of
Christianity” (Henry Drummond).

14



A NECKLACE OF MERCY AND TRUTH -
Proverbs 3:3,4

Devotional 8

“Let no mercy and truth forsake you; bind them
around your neck, write them on the tablet of your
heart, and so find favor and high esteem in the sight
of God and man’’ (Proverbs 3:3,4).

There are those who take great pride in wearing necklaces
of diamonds (which are valued at thousands of dollars) about
their necks. These may have their place, but the necklace that
Solomon describes has far more value. The necklace that he
suggests to be bound about the neck is ‘‘mercy and truth.”
This type of necklace is not a physical chain about the neck,
but represents two great principles from God that can be
written on the “tablet of your heart!” It is so important that
it be a part of one’s inner self, while being displayed as a
necklace.

Both mercy and truth come from God. Without the mercy
of God, mankind would be hopelessly lost. God set His mercy
into action by giving His Son in sacrificial death, so that we
can have life. Yet, God has a very simple rule—we receive no
mercy unless we are willing to show mercy. Jesus taught:
“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy”
(Matthew 5:7).

Shakespeare wrote: “The quality of mercy is not strained:;
it droppeth, as the gentle rain from heaven upon the place
beneath:; it is twice blessed; it blesseth him that gives, and him
that takes.” “Just think of the millions that desire mercy; and
show none ourselves” (George Eliot).

While traveling through life, let mercy be shown as it is bound
about your neck and engraved in your heart. Then you can sing
with the psalmist, David: “Surely goodness and mercy shall

15



Jollow me all the days of my life; and I will dwell in the
house of the LORD forever” (Psalm 23:6).

In addition to mercy, Solomon included in this very important
necklace, truth. Truth receives its supreme importance from the
fact that it comes from God. Lying is from the devil, and truth
is from God. Truth may not always seem at the moment the right
thing, but be assured that it is! In the words of Horace Mann:
“Keep one thing forever in view - the truth; and if you do this,
though it may seem to lead you away from the opinions of men,
it will assuredly conduct you to the throne of God.” Jesus taught:
“And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make
you free” (John 8:32).

Would you consider wearing this beautiful necklace of mercy
and truth by engraving them in your heart?

“If a thousand old beliefs were ruined in our march to
truth we must still march on” (Stopford A. Brooks).

16



TRUSTING IN THE LORD - Proverbs 3:5-8

Devotional 9

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not
on your own understanding; in all your ways
acknowledge Him, and he shall direct your paths. Do
not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and
depart from evil. It will be health to your flesh, and
strength to your bones” (Proverbs 3:5-8).

The story is told of a man who learned to swim when he was
a young boy, but for thirty years was unable to do it well. Finally,
an instructor discovered his problem. He was fighting the water
without trusting it to hold him up. After discovering the fact
that the water would help hold him up, he used all his strength
for swimming and became successful.

Solomon tells us to trust God with all our hearts. Without
this trust, we turn to our own feeble weaknesses for strength,
and fail. Man's understanding does not compare to God’s
knowledge. In this same text, Solomon compares one's life to
paths. Some paths lead to harm and destruction, but not so
when God is doing the directing. Someone may say: ‘I don’t
need anyone or anything to guide me. I can take care of myself.”
To this false reasoning Solomon says: “Do not be wise in your
own eyes.” There are many things that we can accomplish in
this life, but mapping out our own spiritual way is impossible.
As Jeremiah wrote: O LORD, I know the way of man is not
in himself; it is not in man who walks to direct his own
steps” (Jeremiah 10:23).

Therefore, when it comes to physical life and its many
activities here on earth, trust the Lord for guidance. When it
comes to facing sickness and death, trust the Lord, and when
it comes to your soul’s preparation for eternity, don’t lean to
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your own understanding. Place all your trust in God, because
this is what He wants you to do.

It has been said: “He that taketh his own cares upon himself
loads himself in vain with an uneasy burden. I will cast all my
cares on God; he hath bidden me; they cannot burden Him”
(Hall). The apostle Peter wrote: “casting all your care upon
him, for he cares for you” (1 Peter 5:7).

Remember, one can trust the Lord with his heart, only if he
is obedient to His will. The sinner who will not seek Him for
salvation, choosing rather to serve the devil, cannot expect God
to be pleased with him. Full trust means that we have gone all
out for God, and then He will go all out for us. In this same
passage that says, “trust God,” Solomon writes: “Fear the LORD
and depart from evil.” Then comes the great blessing from
trusting God, “It will be health to your flesh, and strength
to your bones.”

“All I have seen teaches me to trust the Creator for all I
have not seen” (Emerson).
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FULL BARNS - Proverbs 3:9,10

Devotional 10

“Honor the LORD with your possessions, and with
the firstfruits of all your increase; so your barns will
be filled with plenty, and your vats will overflow with
new wine” (Proverbs 3:9-10).

Do you believe these great words of faith expressed by
Solomon? He is saying that if one gives to God in the right way,
God will give back. He is not saying that just any kind of giving
will do. He specifies: “the firstfruits of all your increase.”
God must be first in our giving. There are those who use their
earnings for everything imaginable and then if any is left, they
give to God. After using the best for self, they offer God the
crumbs. There is NOT a blessing in this kind of giving.

Jesus taught: “But seek first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you”
(Matthew 6:33). He is saying, put God and His church first!
Many never realize the true blessings from giving because they
do not give God’s way. When we do, there is no way we can give
more than God returns.

“A Christian woman in Connecticut had a beautiful flower
garden in which she took great pride, and from which she gave
away large quantities of flowers. Two large baskets were
fastened by the gate, and these were filled every morning with
fresh-cut flowers, from which passers-by were invited to help
themselves. The children on their way to school, men on their
way to business, tramps as they passed, all alike, blessed the
thoughtful kindness of this woman. When asked, ‘Are you not
afraid you will rob yourself?’ she replied, ‘The more I cut, the
more I have. So in life what we give, we have; what we with-
hold, escapes from us” (Otterbein Youth Quarterly).
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We have this promise: “Give, and it will be given to you;
good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running
over will be put into your bosom. For with the same
measure that you use, it will be measured back to you”
(Luke 6:38).

How does God want us to honor Him today with our substance?
First, we must give as we have been prospered: “On the first day
of the week let each one of you lay something aside, storing
up as he may prosper” (1 Corinthians 16:2). Then one must
give himself: “And this they did, not as we had hoped, but
first gave themselves to the Lord, and then to us by the will
of God” (2 Corinthians 8:5). Finally, the true giver must
purpose in his heart and give in a cheerful manner. Paul wrote
that giving was not to be done “grudgingly or of necessity; for
God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7).

With this kind of giving, God will fill the giver’s barns with
plenty!

“When a man is rich, God gets a partner or the man loses
his soul.”
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THE CORRECTION OF THE LORD -
Proverbs 3:11-12

Devotional 11

“My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD,
nor detest his correction; for whom the LORD loves
he corrects, just as a father the son in whom he
delights’ (Proverbs 3:11,12).

From man’s earliest existence upon this earth, God has
exercised correction. Adam and Eve were told what God
expected, and He did not want them to suffer by eating from
the forbidden tree. The serpent, the devil, convinced Eve that
she would be improved by eating. Both disobeyed God, and He
had to discipline them by driving them from the garden to
eventually face physical death. Their disobedience would
someday require the sacrificial death of God’s Son!

By Noah's day, the human race needed correction. Thus, God
destroyed those who would not seek Him, with a devastating
flood. However, the type of correction Solomon had in mind,
came with God’s relationship to the children of Israel. God had
a deep love for this nation, but they continually rebelled to the
point of needing correction.

There are those today who feel that God is good, and will not
discipline, but they don’t know God. For it is His love that leads
Him to discipline! A faithful earthly father who corrects his son,
does so because he loves him and wants him to do right. He
knows that if he goes undisciplined, he will be harmed in both
this life and in eternity. Thus, correction, though painful at the
moment, avoids greater problems in the future.

Correction by the Lord, was introduced very early in the
history of the Lord’s church. Ananias and his wife Sapphira
sold a possession and agreed to lie about their giving. Peter told
Ananias: “Why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy
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Spirit” (Acts 5:3)? Both Ananias and his wife fell dead after
telling this lie. This was hard, but think of the effect it made on
the early church to keep others from rebelling against God.

Another form of discipline that God recognized in the church
was withdrawing fellowship from brethren who walked disorderly.
To the Corinthian church we read: “But now I have written to
you not to keep company with anyone named a brother, who
is a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a
drunkard, or an extortioner—not even to eat with such a
person’” (1 Corinthians 5:11). “Therefore ‘put away from
yourselves that wicked person’ " (v. 13). To the Thessalonian
Christians: “But we command you, brethren, in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ, that you withdraw from every brother
who walks disorderly and not according to the tradition
which he received from us” (2 Thessalonians 3:6).

God has authorized this correction for the sake of the sinful
brother, desiring that he repent, and to keep the body of Christ
pure.

“I fear God, and next to God I chiefly fear him who fears
Him not.”
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GOD’S KNOWLEDGE AND WISDOM -
Proverbs 3:19,20

Devotional 12

“The LORD by wisdom founded the earth; by
understanding He established the heavens; by His
knowledge the depths were broken up, and clouds
drop down the dew’ (Proverbs 3:19,20).

As Solomon viewed the vast world of nature around him, he
did not have the knowledge accumulated by the scientific world
during the past centuries. He did not have modern labs with
test tubes and highly sophisticated equipment. However, there
were two things that Solomon had which helped him recognize
the powerful creative hand of God: (1) He had the wisdom which
was given him by the God of Israel. (2) He had faith to observe
God's creation with its design and beauty. With these two
things, he could only reach the conclusion that it was God’s
wisdom that had founded the earth and established the
heavens.

The more one learns of creation, the more he is convinced
that God made everything. Someone may ask, ‘“How can we
know that there is a God?’’ Voices of nature all over the world
declare it in a language too plain to be misunderstood. The
birds on any given spring morning chirp His existence as they
busily build their nests and search out their food. The tender
blade of corn that makes its way upward through the soil,
reaching hungrily for life and the trees which are annually
clothed in new beauty of leaves and blooms all speak of God.
The mighty oceans with their rolling whitecapped tides speak
of His power as they crash themselves onto the shores and
against solid walls of rocks. The howling winds and storms, the
lightning that electrifies the skies, and the thunders that quiver
the earth with their roars, all declare the greatness of God. In
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fact, after you have heard all the sounds of nature and gazed into
the wonders of the starry heavens, you will learn that all in one
great harmonious voice will declare that there is a God. Man
alone has said, “there is no God” (Psalm 14:1).

As man builds various things upon this earth, the finished
products reflect his art and skill. The same is true of God. When
one reflects upon nature, he becomes aware of the wisdom and
knowledge of God.

“The stars shine over the land,/ The stars shine over the sea;/
The stars look up to God above,/ The stars look down on me./
The stars will live for a million years,/ For a million years and
a day;/ But God and I shall live and love/ When the stars have
passed away” (Sunderland).

Do you know the God of the Bible, the God of creation? Have
you discovered the wisdom of a God who gave His Son so that
lost humanity might live? Yes, His knowledge and wisdom are
great, but at least try to comprehend some of it. Take time to
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