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Dedication
T h i s b o o k i s d e d i c a t e d w i t h m u c h l o v e a n d

a f f e c t i o n t o G r a c e L i n d s a y E d g a r o u r fi r s t
granddaughter. Grace, with her beaut i ful smile,
is arare and prec ious g i f t f rom God, and has
brought warmth, joy, and happiness into our lives.
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Introduct ion
These one hundred devotionals, based on the thinking and

teaching of Solomon, are presented with the hope and prayer
that those who use them will be lifted up spiritually and drawn
closer to God. The world is continually trying to pull us down
by getting us involved with more earthly things. Therefore,
there is aneed to be reminded of ten of the real values of l i fe.

These one hundred devotionals cover the majority of spiritual
principles needed by Christians to live alife according to God’s
will. There are so many ways that these devotionals can be used
to help individuals or to motivate groups to live on ahigher
plane for God. Thus, they can be shared with ONE or ONE
T H O U S A N D !

You may wish to use them in your family devotionals, for five
minute radio programs, in hospitals, nursing homes, for
sermon starters, in personal work, to extend the invitation at
Mid-week Bible Study, and for youth or any age devotionals.

This collection of devotionals is an excellent gift for any age.
Why not give acopy to ashut-in, someone in the hospital, to
ayouth graduating from High School or College, to someone
bereaved from the loss of aloved one, or to someone in prison?
Remember, peop le f rom a l l wa lks o f l i fe and in var ious
c i r c u m s t a n c e s , n e e d a c l o s e r w a l k w i t h G o d !

“The New King James Version”, Thomas Nelson Publishers,
is used in a l l o f these devot ionals .

With your help, and the guidance of God, this book can
become atool for much spiritual good.

May God’s blessing be upon these messages that are based
upon the inspired teachings of His Word, is my sincere and
e a r n e s t p r a y e r.

Benny B. Bristow
A u t h o r
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F E A R I N G G O D - P r o v e r b s 1 : 7

Devotional 1
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowl¬

edge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction
(Proverbs 1:7) .
Fear has various meanings, but in this passage it means

“reverential fear.” Those who fear God respect Him to the point
that they do not wish to displease Him. Yes, they also fear His
power and would dread facing Him unprepared in eternity, but
those who have reverential fear also respect Him as their true
and powerful God. This principle can be illustrated by the
father-child relationship. Achild who truly loves his father will
not obey him out of fear of punishment alone, but also out of
l o v e a n d h o n o r .

W h e n J o s e p h o f t h e O l d Te s t a m e n t w a s a s e r v a n t i n
Potiphar’s house, there was an occasion when he showed that
he feared God. Potiphar ’s wife tempted Joseph to commit
adultery with her. Day by day he felt the pain of slavery, and
n o w h i s m a s t e r ’ s w i f e h a d m a d e t h i s e v i l d e m a n d . A f t e r
considering the pros and cons, he came to this conclusion;
"How then can Ido this great wickedness, and sin against
God?" (Genesis 39:9). Thus, the thing that kept him from this
sin was the respect he had for his master and fear of God.

If we have the proper fear for God, this will lead us to do His
will. In the Old Testament, God’s people were told: "And now,
Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you, but
to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all His ways and
to love Him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart
and with all your soul” (Deuteronomy 10:12). When we
seek our own laws in religion, and change the Bible to please
ourse lves ins tead o f God, th is i s no t t rue fear fo r H im.

t i

f t
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Why does Solomon say that the fear of the Lord is the
beginning of knowledge? Because those who fear Him have a
deep respect for His Word, and as they study to know it, their
knowledge will increase. Show me aman or woman who has a
deep respect for acertain author, and I’ll show you the same who
longs to read and reread all that he has written. Millions do not
study the Bible because they do not fear God, but those who fear
Him, increase their knowledge of Him and His great work.

When fear is present, there is confidence in His many promises,
miracles, and actions toward mankind. There are things that they
do not understand, but thei r fa i th and fear for Him, lead them
to serve. This kind of fear brings the deepest reverence for God.
Shakespeare wrote: “Rather let my head stoop to the block, than
these knees bow to any save to the God of heaven.’’

“The majes ty o f God revere ; fear H im, and you have
nothing else to fear.”

2



L I S T E N T O Y O U R P A R E N T S - P r o v e r b s 1 : 8 , 9

“My son, hear the instruction of your father, And
do not forsake the law of your mother; For they will
be graceful ornaments on your head. And chains
about your neck” (Proverbs 1:8,9).
The wise man sets forth two responsibilities in these verses:

(1) The son is to receive teaching from his parents, (2) He
implies that the parents will give the proper instruction. When
these two responsibilities are taken seriously there will be a
happy relationship. As parents set forth the proper laws and
instructions, they must realize the potential of their children.
There is within them apower that can explode like amighty
volcano destroying themselves and all who are in their paths,

this same power can be harnessed to do good works. With
this sobering thought, parents should take their responsibilities
seriously. The Jewish parents of Israel were commanded to
instruct their children about God and His laws: “You shall
teach them to your children, speaking of them when you
sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you
lie down, and when you rise up” (Deuteronomy 11:19).
They must have believed the words: “Train up achild in the
way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart
from it” (Proverbs 22:6).

Assuming then that the parents are giving the proper
instruction, the son must hear and obey. This will be agreat
blessing: “graceful ornaments on your head, and chains
about your neck.” The Old Testament promised prolonged
days to those who honor father and mother, and that it would
be well with them (Deuteronomy 5:16). Paul referred to this
commandment as being “the first commandment with
promise” (Ephesians 6:2).

o r
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Has our modem generation outlived the usefulness of this God-
given arrangement? Certainly not! Our generation may think it
has. but not sol It is believed that the rapid increase of crime in
our society has come from this breakdown in the home. In too
many cases, parents are not giving the proper instmction, and
their children do not have the proper respect for them. This is
not God’s way!

Tests have been mn among hundreds of inmates who are in¬
carcerated for v io lent and non-v io lent cr imes, and i t was found
that most o f them were f rom broken homes. Jus t th ink o f the
prisoners who have suffered because they either did not have
proper instmction, or else they did not listen to their parents.

O r, t h i n k o f t h e fi n e s u c c e s s f u l C h r i s t i a n m e n a n d w o m e n
(whom you know) who refer often to the strict moral training of
their parents. Achild is well blessed when he honors parents who
have brought him up in the "training and admonition of the
LORD" (Ephesians 6:4).

"I once heard somebody say that you can’t tell whether
aparent has been asuccess or afailure until you find out
what happens to the grandchildren" (Richard L. Strout).

4



R E F U S E E N T I C E M E N T O F S I N N E R S -
P r o v e r b s 1 : 1 0 - 1 9

“My son, if sinners entice you, do not consent. If
they say, ‘Come with us, let us lie in wait to shed
b lood; le t us lu rk secre t l y fo r the innocent w i thou t
cause; ...My son, do not walk in the way with them,
keep your foot from their path” (Proverbs 1:10,11,15).

This is good advice for all ages to follow. There are always
those who are in the business of promoting sin. They are not
content to be sinners themselves, but try to entice others to
join them. In this text, Solomon describes their arguments.
They set the snare with its luring bait, but he warns: “do not
walk in the way with them.” Sin has an immediate appeal.
It offers the thrill of alifetime, but be assured that it is the thrill
of death. Paul was right when he wrote: “For the wages of sin
is death” (Romans 6:23) .

One time aman took the venom from apoisonous snake and
placed it under amicroscope. To his amazement, he saw the
beautiful colors of the rainbow. However, the beauty of the
venom did not make it any less poisonous! Jsut because sin
has its temporary thrill and dashing colors, does not remove
its death qualities. “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked;

for whatever aman sows, that he will also reap. For he
who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but
he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting
life” (Galatians 6:7,8). The corruption mentioned here is
d e a t h !

In view of the awful consequences of sin, Solomon warns:
“do not consent. ..do not walk in the way with them.” Isn’t
it wonderful to know that we can turn down temptations to sin?
Even our Lord was tempted in all points as we are tempted

5



(Hebrews 4:15), but He was without sin. Refusing to sin may
be difficult , but such can be done. The Word of God sets forth
principles that will help us resist:

(1) Seek the right kind of environment. Paul wrote: “Do not
be deceived: ‘Evil company corrupts good habits’ ”(1 Cor¬
inthians 15:33). It may be easy to refuse sin the first time, but
to be continually exposed, breaks down resistance. When you find
yourself in evil company, get away as quickly as possible.
“Abstain from every form of evil” (1 Thessalonians 5:22).

(2) Set your goals on Christian morals, and refuse compromise.
Total resistance is the only way to overcome the devil. In Paul’s
words: . .do not let the sun go down on your wrath, nor
give place to the devil” (Ephesians 4:26,27). James advised:
“Resist the devil and he will flee from you” (James 4:7).

(3) Remember, the devil can deceive you, therefore, wear the
full Christian armour of faith, righteousness, salvation, truth,
gospel, and the sword of the spirit—the Word of God. With this
protection, you can resist the “wiles of the devil” (Ephesians
6:11). Always be aware that the devil can appear as an angel of
light (2 Corinthians 11:14), or as aroaring lion (1 Peter 5:8).

“Sin may open bright as the morning, but it will end dark
as night” (Tblmage).

6



C A L L I N G W I T H O U T A N A N S W E R -
P r o v e r b s 1 : 2 3 , 2 4 , 2 7 , 2 8

evoHonal 4Ed

“Tarn at my reproof; surely Iwill pour out my spirit
on you; Iwill make words known to you. Because I
have called and you refused, Ihave stretched out my
h a n d a n d n o o n e r e g a r d e d , . . . W h e n y o u r t e r r o r
comes like astorm, and your destruction comes like
awh i r lw ind , when d i s t ress and angu i sh come upon
you. Then they will call on me, but Iwill not answer;
They will seek me diligently, but they will not find
me” (Proverbs 1 :23 ,24 ,27 ,28) .

Solomon may be referring in these verses to the sinners
described in the earlier verses of this chapter. However, these
words also describe the condition of lost humanity when time
shal l be no more. Whi le mankind l ives on th is ear th, the Lord
offers mercy and forgiveness to the obedient believers, but the
t i m e w i l l c o m e w h e n t h i s w i l l n o t b e a v a i l a b l e .

1once heard of ajudge who was driving down the street in
asnow storm and found ayoung man in agutter, intoxicated
and almost frozen. He got this young man, and took him to his
warm house. After hours of rest and food, he saved his life, and
sent him on his way. Afew months later the same young man
got into afight and murdered another. When he was brought
to court, to his surprise, the merciful judge was on the bench.
All through the trial he felt that all would go well. Finally, it
came time for the judge to pass sentence, and the young man
was shocked when the full punishment was handed down. The
young man approached the bench and said, “Sir, aren’t you
the one who took me into your home and saved my life afew
months ago?” “Yes,” said the judge, “But 1was your savior then,
and now I’m your judge.”

7



While we live on earth today, we have our Lord Jesus Christ
presented in the Bible as our Savior. He has gone to the eross
in sacrificial death for our sins, and desires that all be saved.
However, the time will come when He will judge the world, and
millions will expect Him to be aSavior then. Jesus will have to
say, “On earth Iwas your Savior, now I’m your Judge!” The call
for salvation will be made, but He will not answer.

Paul declared to the Ephesian Christians that God had highly
exalted Jesus and had given Him aname above every name:
“that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those
in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the
earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father" (Philippians
2:10,11). Don’t wait until Judgment Day to confess and obey
H i m .

“Life has but two ends, and one end has been used. Take
care of the other end” (Holmes).



S E E K I N G K N O W L E D G E A N D W I S D O M ■
P r o v e r b s 2 : 1 - 6

i

“My son, if you receive my words, and treasure my
commands within you, so that you incline your ear
to wisdom, and apply your heart to understanding;
Yes, if you cry out for discernment, and lift up your
voice for understanding, if you seek her as silver, and
search for her as for hidden treasures; Then you will
understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowl¬
edge of God. For the Lord gives wisdom; from His
m o u t h c o m e k n o w l e d g e a n d u n d e r s t a n d i n g ” ( P r o ¬
v e r b s 2 : 1 - 6 ) .

In these verses the wise man is emphasizing the importance
of wisdom and knowledge. They are especially important in
this context because they lead one to fear God. One of the
saddest things on earth is for one to live his life, invest
everything in material things, and then face death without
knowing God. True wisdom and knowledge include God, and
all other so-called wisdom and knowledge wil l vanish with
t i m e .

At this point, let us define knowledge and wisdom, and this
should help us see further why Solomon insisted on the
importance of both. Knowledge suggests, “the learning of facts
through study.” Wisdom means, “an understanding to the point
of being able to apply facts.” Thus, it can be seen that one may
study and obtain facts without having the wisdom to apply
them. How does one receive knowledge about God? He has
provided this knowledge in His Word. This knowledge that
comes f rom the Bib le is factual , and is therefore cal led “ t ruth"
( J o h n 8 : 3 2 ) .

9



What about wisdom? Where does one receive the ability to
properly apply facts? James wrote: “If any of you lacks
wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and
without reproach, and it will be given to him" (James 1:5).
When Solomon became King of Israel, he asked for wisdom to
rule God’s people, and God made him wiser than all men.

Job recognized the wisdom of God and explained why His
wisdom was so great: “God understands its way, and he
knows its place. For he looks to the ends of the earth, and
sees under the whole heaven" (Job 28:23,24).

In our text, Solomon suggests searching for wisdom and
knowledge as one would seareh for hidden treasures! Jesus
taught while on earth: “You search the Scriptures, for in them
you think you have eternal life; and these are they which
testify of Me" (John 5:39). Paul admonished Timothy: “Be
diligent to present yourself approved to God, aworker who
does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth" (2 Timothy 2:15).

Have you found true knowledge by studying the Word? Have
you asked God to give you the wisdom to understand?

“Wisdom can be defined as the ability to know what to
d o n e x t "

1 0



T H E L O R D I S A S H I E L D - P r o v e r b s 2 : 6 , 7

evotional 6Tj
“For the LORD gives wisdom; from His mouth come

knowledge and understanding; He stores up sound
wisdom for the upright; He is ashield to those who
wa l k up r i gh t l y " (P rove rbs 2 :6 ,7 ) .
As we study through the Bible and learn of God, there are

many figures used to describe His attributes. He is pietured as
being all-powerful, always present, and possessing all knowl¬
edge. In the text before us, God is called ashield, and this
suggests the idea of protection. As mankind travels through
life, there are many foes to face, and both his physical body and
soul are in danger. However, man’s greatest protection from
these des t rue t i ve enemies i s God .

The metaphor of ashield is truly right to describe God and
His power to protect. The soldier could have been completely
armed with breastplate, helmet, sandals, and sword, but
without the shield, these armor parts could be penetrated. Our
God is not apartial protection, because no enemy is strong
enough to destroy Him. He is able to meet our every need.

Agreat example as to how God is ashield is found in the
history of Israel. He guided them safely from Egyptian bondage,
and met their needs as they journeyed through the wilderness.
The enemies came, but to no avail with God’s protection. There
w e r e t i m e s w h e n G o d w i t h d r e w H i s s h i e l d b e c a u s e o f t h e i r
d isobedience, and wi thout except ion, when He d id , they
s u f f e r e d .

God does not choose today to come down in adirect way as
He did with Israel, but this does not mean that He can’t protect!
The providential hand of God is still protecting His children
today, and this is why we continually pray for His guidance.
As we look at the history of America, it can truthfully be said
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that God has been our shield, and has blessed us! However, God
will continue to do so only if America continues to look to Him,
There are evil forces at work in our nation today that are trying
to d i sc red i t God and H is Word , bu t t hese w i l l f a i l i f a l l t r ue
Christians will be faithful to God. Their leader is the devil which
is powerful, but not as powerful as God. Even the devil and his
angels cannot overcome the shield of God.

Job said to God: ‘‘If it is amatter of strength, indeed he is
strong; and if of Justice, who will appoint my day in court!"
(Job 9:19).

Have you allowed God to be your shield today and for eternity?
God governs the world, and we have only to do our duty

wisely, and leave the issue to Him" (John Jay).

t i
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F O R S A K I N G T H E G U I D A N C E O F Y O U T H -
P r o v e r b s 2 : 1 6 - 1 9

i

Among the many things that understanding will do,
Solomon says that it will: "deliver you from the immoral
woman, from the seductress who flatters with her
words, who forsakes the companion of her youth, and
forgets the covenant for her God. For her house leads
down to death, and her paths to the dead; none who
go to her return, nor do they regain the paths of life—'
(Proverbs 2:16-19).
There are two things that will guarantee success in life. (1)

To be trained from youth to respect and serve God. (2) Refuse
to forsake this guidance of youth in later years. The evil woman
described by Solomon in this text had been properly trained
in her youth, but she left this and turned to alife of lust and sin.

All of us reach an age in life where we must make our own
decisions. During the years of youth, good parents are
constantly watching and training us in the ways of righteous¬
ness, but finally we must assume this responsibility. They
cannot shelter us all of our lives. They may have faithfully
brought us up in "the training and admonition of the Lord,”
but the question we must face is will we continue in their
training or forsake it.

There are thousands of people who are happy as Christians
because they are following in the footsteps of their parents. In
some cases their parents have deceased, but their good
influence lives on. However, it is asad fact that thousands of
others are dissipating their lives in sin because they have
forsaken the guidance of their youth. There are two evil results
from this type of action. (1) They will not find true happiness
in this life or in eternity. (2) Many of these will have their own
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families and will expose their children to alife of sin. Thus, they
will fail to train their children in the way they should go.

J. C. Penney once wrote: “The highest duty of parents is to
build Christian homes, in whose influence children can grow
spiritually strong, to teach the Bible in season and out of season.
Inever apologize for pleading for better Christian homes because
my entire experience tells me that successful dealings between
men in business, government and social relationships are
influenced for good or ill by home backgrounds.”

Therefore, when you are tempted to forsake the guidance of
youth, please weigh the consequences. On the surface, the world
with lust and sin may seem appealing, but look beyond to the
lasting values of life. Think of your soul and the souls of your
c h i l d r e n .

“ T h e f a m i l y c i r c l e i s t h e s u p r e m e c o n d u c t o r o f
Christianity” (Henry Drummond).
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A N E C K L A C E O F M E R C Y A N D T R U T H -
P r o v e r b s 3 : 3 , 4

evoHonal 8Tji

‘‘Let no mercy and truth forsake you; bind them
around your neck, write them on the tablet of your
heart, and so find favor and high esteem in the sight
of God and man” (Proverbs 3:3,4).
There are those who take great pride in wearing necklaces

of diamonds (which are valued at thousands of dollars) about
their necks. These may have their place, but the necklace that
Solomon describes has far more value. The necklace that he
suggests to be bound about the neck is ‘‘mercy and truth."
This type of necklace is not aphysical chain about the neck,
but represents two great principles from God that can be
written on the “tablet of your heart!” It is so important that
it be apart of one’s inner self, while being displayed as a
n e c k l a c e .

Both mercy and truth come from God. Without the mercy
of God, mankind would be hopelessly lost. God set His mercy
into action by giving His Son in sacrificial death, so that we
can have life. Yet, God has avery simple rule—we receive no
mercy unless we are willing to show mercy. Jesus taught:
‘‘Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy"
(Mat thew 5:7) .

Shakespeare wrote: “The quality of mercy is not strained;
it droppeth, as the gentle rain from heaven upon the place
beneath; it is twice blessed; it blesseth him that gives, and him
that takes.” “Just think of the millions that desire mercy; and
show none ourselves” (George Eliot).

While traveling through life, let mercy be shown as it is bound
about your neck and engraved in your heart. Then you can sing
with the psalmist, David; ‘‘Surely goodness and mercy shall
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follow me all the days of my life; and Iwill dwell in the
house of the LORD forever” (Psalm 23:6).

In addition to mercy, Solomon included in this very important
necklace, truth. Thuth receives its supreme importance from the
fact that it comes from God. Lying is from the devil, and truth
is from God. Thuth may not edways seem at the moment the right
thing, but be assured that it is! In the words of Horace Mann:
“Keep one thing forever in view -the truth; and if you do this,
though it may seem to lead you away from the opinions of men,
it will Eissuredly conduct you to the throne of God.” Jesus taught:
“And you shal l know the truth, and the truth shal l make
you free” (John 8:32).

Would you consider wearing this beautiful necklace of mercy
and truth by engraving them in your heart?

“If athousand old beliefs were ruined in our march to
truth we must still march on” (Stopford A. Brooks).
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T R U S T I N G I N T H E L O R D - P r o v e r b s 3 : 5 - 8

Devotional 9
“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not

o n y o u r o w n u n d e r s t a n d i n g ; i n a l l y o u r w a y s
acknowledge Him, and he shall direct your paths. Do
not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and
depart from evi l . I t wi l l be health to your flesh, and
strength to your bones” (Proverbs 3:5-8) .
The story is told of aman who learned to swim when he was

ayoung boy, but for thirty years was unable to do it well. Finally,
an instruetor diseovered his problem. He was fighting the water
without trusting it to hold him up. After discovering the fact
that the water would help hold him up, he used all his strength
for swimming and became successful.

S o l o m o n t e l l s u s t o t r u s t G o d w i t h a l l o u r h e a r t s . W i t h o u t

this trust, we turn to our own feeble weaknesses for strength,
and fai l . Man’s understanding does not compare to God’s
knowledge. In this same text, Solomon compares one’s life to
paths. Some paths lead to harm and destruction, but not so
when God is doing the directing. Someone may say: “1 don’t
need anyone or anything to guide me. Ican take caure of myself.”
To this false reasoning Solomon says: “Do not be wise in your
own eyes.” There are many things that we can accomplish in
this life, but mapping out our own spiritual way is impossible.
As Jeremiah wrote: “O LORD, Iknow the way of man is not
in himself; i t is not in man who walks to direct his own
s teps” (Je remiah 10 :23) .

Therefore, when it comes to physical l i fe and its many
activities here on earth, trust the Lx>rd for guidance. When it
comes to facing sickness and death, trust the Lord, and when
it comes to your soul’s preparation for eternity, don’t lean to
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your own understanding. Place all your trust in God, because
this is what He wants you to do.

It has been said: “He that taketh his own cares upon himself
loads himself in vain with an uneasy burden. Iwill cast all my
cares on God; he hath bidden me: they cannot burden Him”
(Hall). The apostle Peter wrote: "casting all your care upon
him, for he cares for you" (1 Peter 5:7).

Remember, one can trust the Lord with his heart, only if he
i s o b e d i e n t t o H i s w i l l . T h e s i n n e r w h o w i l l n o t s e e k H i m f o r

salvation, choosing rather to serve the devil, cannot expect God
to be pleased with him. Full trust means that we have gone all
out for God, and then He will go all out for us. In this same
passage that says, "trust God," Solomon writes: "Fear the LORD
and depart from evil." Then comes the great blessing from
trusting God, "It will be health to your flesh, and strength
to your bones."

"All Ihave seen teaches me to trust the Creator for all I
have not seen" (Emerson).
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F U L L B A R N S - P r o v e r b s 3 : 9 , 1 0

evoHonali

“Honor the LORD with your possessions, and with
the firstfruits of all your increase; so your barns wil l
be filled with plenty, and your vats wil l overflow with
new wine” (Proverbs 3:9-10) .

Do you believe these great words of faith expressed by
Solomon? He is saying that if one gives to God in the right way,
God will give back. He is not saying that Just any kind of giving
wil l do. He specifies: “the firstfruits of al l your increase.”
God must be first in our giving. There are those who use their
earnings for everything imaginable and then if any is left, they
give to God. After using the best for self, they offer God the
crumbs. There is NOT ablessing in this kind of giving.

Jesus taught: “But seek first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you
(Matthew 6:33). He is saying, put God and His church first!
Many never realize the true blessings from giving because they
do not give God’s way. When we do, there is no way we can give
m o r e t h a n G o d r e t u r n s .

“ A C h r i s t i a n w o m a n i n C o n n e c t i c u t h a d a b e a u t i f u l fl o w e r

garden in which she took great pride, and from which she gave
away large quantities of flowers. Two large baskets were
fastened by the gate, and these were filled every morning with
fresh-cut flowers, from which passers-by were invited to help
themselves. The children on their way to school, men on their
way to business, tramps as they passed, all alike, blessed the
thoughtful kindness of this woman. When asked. Are you not
afraid you will rob yourself?’ she replied, ‘The more 1cut, the
more 1have.’ So in life what we give, we have; what we with¬
hold, escapes from us” (Otterbein Youth Quarterly).

f t
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We have this promise: “Give, and it will be given to you;
good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running
over will be put into your bosom. For with the same
measure that you use, it will be measured back to you”
( L u k e 6 : 3 8 ) .

How does God want us to honor Him today with our substance?
First, we must give as we have been prospered: “On the first day
of the week let each one of you lay something aside, storing
up as he may prosper” (1 Corinthians 16:2). Then one must
give himself: “And this they did, not as we had hoped, but
first gave themselves to the Lord, and then to us by the will
of God” (2 Cor inth ians 8:5) . F inal ly, the t rue g iver must
purpose in his heart and give in acheerful manner. Paul wrote
that giving was not to be done “grudgingly or of necessity; for
God loves acheerful g iver” (2 Corinthians 9:7).

With this kind of giving, God will fill the giver’s barns with
plenty!

“When aman is rich, God gets apartner or the man loses
h i s s o u l . ”
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T H E C O R R E C T I O N O F T H E L O R D -
P r o v e r b s 3 : 1 1 - 1 2

evotional 11d

“My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD,
nor detest his correct ion; for whom the LORD loves
h e c o r r e c t s . J u s t a s a f a t h e r t h e s o n i n w h o m h e
del ights" (Proverbs 3 :11,12) .
From man’s earliest existence upon this earth, God has

e x e r c i s e d c o r r e c t i o n . A d a m a n d E v e w e r e t o l d w h a t G o d

expected, and He did not want them to suffer by eating from
the forbidden tree. The serpent, the devil, convinced Eve that
she would be improved by eating. Both disobeyed God, and He
had to discipline them by driving them from the garden to
eventual ly face physical death. Their d isobedience would
someday require the sacrificial death of God’s Son!

By Noah’s day, the human race needed correction. Thus, God
destroyed those who would not seek Him, with adevastating
flood. However, the type of correction Solomon had in mind,
came with God’s relationship to the children of Israel. God had
adeep love for this nation, but they continually rebelled to the
point of needing correction.

There are those today who feel that God is good, and will not
discipline, but they don’t know God. For it is His love that leads
Him to discipline! Afaithful earthly father who corrects his son,
does so because he loves him and wants him to do right. He
knows that if he goes undisciplined, he will be harmed in both
this life and in eternity. Thus, correction, though painful at the
moment, avoids greater problems in the future.

Correction by the Lord, was introduced very early in the
history of the Lord’s church. Ananias and his wife Sapphira
sold apossession and agreed to lie about their giving. Peter told
Ananias: “Why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy
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Spirit” (Acts 5:3)? Both Ananias and his wife fell dead after
telling this lie. This was hard, hut think of the effect it made on
the early church to keep others from rebelling against God.

Another form of discipline that God recognized in the church
was withdrawing fellowship from brethren who walked disorderly.
T b t h e C o r i n t h i a n c h u r c h w e r e a d : “ B u t n o w I h a v e w r i t t e n t o

you not to keep company with anyone named abrother, who
is afornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or areviler, or a
d r u n k a r d , o r a n e x t o r t i o n e r — n o t e v e n t o e a t w i t h s u c h a
person” (1 Corinthians 5:11). ‘‘Therefore ‘put away from
yourselves that wicked person’ ”(v. 13). To the Thessalonian
Christians: ‘‘But we command you, brethren, in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ, that you withdraw from every brother
who walks d isorder ly and not accord ing to the t rad i t ion
which he received from us” (2 Thessalonians 3:6).

G o d h a s a u t h o r i z e d t h i s c o r r e c t i o n f o r t h e s a k e o f t h e s i n f u l

brother, desiring that he repent, and to keep the body of Christ
p u r e .

Ifear God, and next to God Ichiefly fear him who fears
H i m n o t . ”

a
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G O D ’ S K N O W L E D G E A N D W I S D O M -
P r o v e r b s 3 : 1 9 , 2 0

evotional 12Ed

“ T h e L O R D b y w i s d o m f o u n d e d t h e e a r t h ; b y
unde rs tand ing He es tab l i shed the heavens ; by H is
know ledge the dep ths were b roken up , and c louds
drop down the dew” (Proverbs 3:19,20) .
As Solomon v iewed the vast wor ld of nature around h im, he

did not have the knowledge accumulated by the scientific world
during the past centuries. He did not have modern labs with
test tubes and highly sophisticated equipment. However, there
were two things that Solomon had which helped him recognize
the powerful creative hand of God: (1) He had the wisdom which
was given him by the God of Israel. (2) He had faith to observe
God’s creation with its design and beauty. With these two
things, he could only reach the conclusion that it was God’s
w i s d o m t h a t h a d f o u n d e d t h e e a r t h a n d e s t a b l i s h e d t h e
h e a v e n s .

The more one learns o f c rea t ion , the more he i s conv inced
that God made everything. Someone may ask, “How can we
k n o w t h a t t h e r e i s a G o d ? ” ’ V o i c e s o f n a t u r e a l l o v e r t h e w o r l d

declare it in alanguage too plain to be misunderstood. The
birds on any given spring morning chirp His existence as they
busily build their nests and search out their food. The tender
blade of corn that makes its way upward through the soil,
reaching hungrily for life and the trees which are annually
clothed in new beauty of leaves and blooms all speak of God.
The mighty oceans with their rolling whitecapped tides speak
of His power as they crash themselves onto the shores and
against solid walls of rocks. The howling winds and storms, the
lightning that electrifies the skies, and the thunders that quiver
the earth with their roars, all declare the greatness of God, In
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fact, after you have heard all the sounds of nature and gazed into
the wonders of the starry heavens, you will learn that all in one
great harmonious voice will declare that there is aGod. Man
alone has se i ld , ‘ ‘ there is no God" (Psa lm 14:1) .

As man builds various things upon this earth, the finished
products reflect his art and skill. The same is true of God. When
one reflects upon nature, he becomes aware of the wisdom and
knowledge of God.

“The stars shine over the land,/ The stars shine over the sea;/
The stars look up to God above,/ The stars look down on me./
The stars will live for amillion years,/ For amillion years and
aday;/ But God and Ishall live and love/ When the stars have
passed away” (Sunderland).

Do you know the God of the Bible, the God of creation? Have
you discovered the wisdom of aGod who gave His Son so that
lost humanity might live? Yes, His knowledge and wisdom are
great, but at least try to eomprehend some of it. Tkke time to
study Him in His Word and to observe His hcmdiwork of creation.

‘‘Nature is too thin ascreen; the glory of the omnipresent
God bursts through everywhere” (Emerson).
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G I V E H O N O R W H E N D U E - P r o v e r b s 3 : 2 7 , 2 8

i

‘‘Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due,
when it is in the power of your hand to do so. Do not
say to your neighbor, ‘Go, and come back, and
tomorrow Iwill give it,’ when you have it with you
(Proverbs 3 :27,28) .
It seems that Solomon is speaking in this passage of helping

the poor, but he also lays down the great principle of giving
honor to anyone when it is due. In the very early history of man,
Cain asked God, “Am Imy brothers keeper?” The answer is
yes, because Christianity is alife of service. Our Lord spent His
hours upon the earth serving others. He healed the sick, raised
some who were dead, fed multitudes who were hungry, and
more importantly, He pointed the lost to salvation. Thus, if we
are following Jesus, we will want to live alife of service.

The text also suggests an urgency in helping. Solomon says:
“Do not say to your neighbor, ‘Go, and come back, and
tomorrow Iwill give it.’ ”Why the urgency? (1) They may be
in desperate need. (2) Tomorrow may be too late. Have you ever
planned to visit someone who was very ill, but put it off and
later learned that they were gone? Some opportunities won’t
wait. Suppose the good Samaritan had deeided to wait about
helping the man he found beaten and robbed? Suppose he had
said, “I’m in abig hurry and will stop on my return trip.” Or,
“Maybe someone else will stop and help.” The chances are good
that the man would have died. The good Samaritan saw an
opportunity to do good, and he did it at once. Paul wrote:
‘‘Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all,
especially to those who are of the household of faith”
(Ga la t ians 6 :10) .

» »
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Someone has made this suggestion: “Set your candle before
alooking glass and you will get two lights. Plant your rosebush
near your neighbor’s fenee so that alittle of the beauty will grow
on his side. If you have any loveliness, share it. If you have any
t a l e n t s , m a k e t h e m c o u n t m o s t i n w i l d e r n e s s l i v e s . W e a r e
preserved from ostentation by aspirit of true service. Aglad, free
life that is full of love for others will make up for what the frosts
of time have blighted in your neighbor’s weary way’’ (The
E x a m i n e r ) .

There is also another type of good we should not withhold. We
should not withhold words of compliments to our fellowmen. It
takes only seconds to pay acompliment, but it can mean so
much. Don’ t wai t unt i l i t ’s too late.

“If you have roses, bless your soul,/ Just pin one in my
button hole/ while I’m alive and well today.”
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A V O I D T H E P A T H O F T H E W I C K E D -
P r o v e r b s 4 : 1 4 - 1 9

evotional 14Ed

“Do not enter the path of the wicked, and do not
walk in the way of evil. Avoid it, do not travel on it;
turn away from it and pass on. For they do not sleep
unless they have done evil; and their sleep is taken
away unless they make someone fall. For they eat the
bread of wickedness, and drink the wine of violence.
But the path of the just is l ike the shining sun, that
shines ever brighter unto the perfect day. The way of
the wicked is l ike darkness; they do not know what
m a k e s t h e m s t u m b l e ” ( P r o v e r b s 4 : 1 4 - 1 9 ) .

One cannot read these words of Solomon without realizing
the danger of following sin. He paints apicture in these verses
of two paths, apath of darkness and apath of light. The path
o f d a r k n e s s i s fi l l e d w i t h t h o s e w h o a r e w i c k e d . T h o s e o n t h i s

path spend their every waking moment in thinking of evil. In
fact, they have trouble sleeping unless they have committed
evil. They are not content just to do evil, but they desire the
evil they commit to harm others. It seems that their very nature
i s v i o l e n t .

Sin is adisease which grows and spreads in our lives until
it is out of control. As one writer put it: “Sin is like astream
of water, small in its beginning, then enlarging continually in
its onward flow toward the ocean; at first easily managed and
controlled, but after awhile becoming large, deep, strong and
unmanageable; so sin in its continuance and growth becomes
amighty torrent, overwhelming, uncontrollable, like aNiagara
sweeping everything in its course over the precipice” (Zartman).

No wonder Solomon warned against entering this dark path
of the wicked! Notice his repeated warnings; “Do not enter.

♦ »

2 7



“do not walk in the way,” “avoid it," “do not travel on it,”
“turn away from it,” and “pass on.” Just think of those who
are destroyed today because they chose the path of darkness.
When one enters, it seems the best thing to do, but it is apath
of destruction and death. “Sin is first pleasing, then it grows easy,
then delightful, then frequent, then habitual, then confirmed;
then the man is impenitent, then he is obstinate, then he is
resolved never to repent, and then is ruined” (Leighton).

The second path that Solomon paints is apath of light. He
declares that the just follow this path as they travel toward the
perfect day. Remember, this is God’s path and it leads to eternal
life (John 14:6). Please refuse the path of darkness and choose
the pathway of light.

“There is no fool equal to the sinner, who every moment
ventures h is soul ” (Ti l ls tson) .
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K E E P Y O U R H E A R T - P r o v e r b s 4 : 2 3 , 2 4 , 2 6

i

“Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it
spring the issues of life. Put away from you adeceitful
mouth, and put perverse lips far from you. Ponder the
p a t h o f y o u r f e e t , a n d l e t a l l y o u r w a y s b e
es tab l i shed” (P roverbs 4 :23 ,24 ,26) .

In this text, Solomon is giving mankind aformula in which
he can keep himself right with God. Please notice that he
begins with the heart, “Keep your heart with all diligence.”
Heart, as it is used here, does not refer to the blood pump in
one’s le f t s ide. I t ra ther re fers to the mind, in te l lec t , and wi l l
of man, and this is the fountainhead of all actions. This is where
all good and evil originate. When one keeps his heart, his life
will be kept. The same writer expressed this thought in these
words: “For as he thinks in his heart, so is he” (Proverbs
2 3 : 7 ) .

One greater than Solomon, the Christ, taught: “For out of
the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries,
fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies. These are
the things which defile aman, but to eat with unwashed
hands does not defile aman” (Matthew 15:19,20). Then in
contrast he said: “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they
shall see God” (Matthew 5:8). What is the condition of your
inner heart? Are you allowing sin to give you heart trouble?

After beginning with the heart, Solomon goes further to
mention three parts of the human body that are often used to
sin: the mouth, the eyes, and the feet. When the heart is evil,
the mouth and tongue become sinful. When one thinks of evil,
he usually expresses it with words. Allow me to listen to one’s
speech, and Ican tell you what is in his heart. “A man’s tongue
i s a n i n d e x t o h i s m i n d . ”
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Then Solomon gives admonition concerning the proper use of
the eyes. Just think of the evil that enters our hearts through
the eyes. One of the avenues of temptation that caught Eve in
the Gcirden of Eden was the “lust of the eyes” -“So when the
woman saw that the tree was good for food, that i t was
pleasant to the eyes,” (Genesis 3:6). As Christians, we must
gueird our eyes from those lustful things of the devil. We should
choose literature to read, and television programs to view that
w i l l n o t c o n t a m i n a t e o u r h e a r t s a n d t h e h e a r t s o f o u r c h i l d r e n .

Finally, Solomon speaks to pondering the path of our feet. We
must not go places that influence our hearts to evil. When we
guard our tongues, eyes, and feet, we can then keep our hearts
with all diligence.

“A good heart is worth gold” (Shakespeare).
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S M O O T H W O R D S T H A T D E C E I V E -
P r o v e r b s 5 : 3 - 5

evotional 16Ed

“For the lips of an immoral woman drip honey, and
h e r m o u t h i s s m o o t h e r t h a n o i l ; b u t i n t h e e n d s h e
is b i t ter as wormwood, sharp as atwo-edged sword.
Her feet go down to death, her steps lay hold of hell”
(Proverbs 5:3-5).

The woman described in this passage was adepraved harlot
-awoman who spent her time in the ways of sin. She sets a
trap for her prey with smooth, deceitful words. Although
Solomon speaks of awoman, the principles apply to both men
a n d w o m e n .

Wo r d s a r e p o w e r f u l t h i n g s , b e c a u s e t h e y c a n m o v e
mountains for good or for evil. Words can bless or curse, help
or destroy, heal or make deep wounds. The immoral woman
of this text must have promised happiness, joy, and life, but
her words were deceitful. Solomon says: ‘‘Her feet go down
to death, her steps lay hold of hell .”

Millions have chosen the path of sin and dissipation, because
of deceitful words. The world says, “Come partake of my ways
and you’ll be happy. Participate in strong drink and you will
be sociably accepted. There’s no harm in drinking asmall
amount. ’ ’ These are decei t fu l words, because the wor ld fa i ls to
mention the millions who are alcoholics, and the suffering that
they are going through along with their families! The world fails
to ment ion the fact that : ‘ ‘Wine is amocker, in tox icat ing
drink arouses brawling, and whoever is led astray by it
i s n o t w i s e ” ( P r o v e r b s 2 0 : 1 ) .

The world allures with enticing words for all to follow lust.
Those who keep themselves pure are mocked and referred to
as being out of step with modern times. They say, “Everyone
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is doing these things, and why deprive yourself of having fun.”
Again these words (smooth as oil) are deceitful! The world fails
to mention the millions who are suffering from this kind of
lifestyle. No mention is made of homes that are broken, AIDS,
venereal diseases, illegitimacy, the wounded conscience, and loss
of self-respect.

Deceitful words are further used to promote false teachings and
religions whose source is from man instead of God. Since these
doctrines of men will not save, they deceive those who follow
them. Jesus said: “And in vain they worship Me, teaching as
doctrines the commandments of men" (Matthew 15:9).

Solomon further suggests that these deceitful words from an
immoral woman “drip honey.” They sound sweet and good, but
they bring death and hell to those deceived.

How can we avoid deceitful words? We can let the principles
in God’s Word guide us, and we’ll never go wrong!

I t i s w i t h a w o r d a s w i t h a n a r r o w - o n c e l e t l o o s e a n d
it does not return” (Abdel -Kaden).
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R E J O I C E W I T H T H E W I F E O F Y O U R Y O U T H ■

P r o v e r b s 5 : 1 5 , 1 8

Devotional 17
"Drink waters f rom your own c is tern, and running

w a t e r s f r o m y o u r o w n w e l l . L e t y o u r f o u n t a i n b e
b l e s s e d , a n d r e j o i c e w i t h t h e w i f e o f y o u r y o u t h ”
( P r o v e r b s 5 : 1 5 , 1 8 ) .

One of the most beautiful things that God has given in the
physical sense is the husband and wife relationship. In this text,
Solomon compares this to astream of running water which
suggests refreshment and purity. This is arelationship that
comes from God and contains His blessings so long as acouple
abides by His will. However, there is agreat danger of losing
this beautiful relationship, and this caused Solomon to sound
these warnings. "Drink waters from your own cistern
means that ahusband is not to be unfaithful to his wife. Society
today is suggesting more and more that adultery is permissible,
but this destroys the beauty in marriage. In fact, this is one
of the surest ways to destroy amarriage and the home.

In the Old Testament, God was very strict with those guilty
of this sin. The law stated: "The man who commits adultery
wi th another ’s man wi fe , he who commi ts adu l te ry w i th
his neighbor ’s wife, the adulterer and the adulteress shall
surely be put to death” (Leviticus 20:10). As Jesus prepared
for the coming of the Christian age. He placed even heavier
r e s t r i c t i o n s o n t h i s s i n f u l a c t . H e s a i d : " Y o u h a v e h e a r d t h a t

it was said to them of old, you shall not commit adultery:
But Isay to you, that whoever looks at awoman to lust
for her has already committed adultery with her in his
heart” (Matthew 5:27,28). Out of all the grounds that might
be used to dissolve amarriage, Christ chose ONLY adultery.
He sa id : "Whoever d ivorces h is w i fe , except fo r sexua l

f f
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immorality, and marries another, commits adultery: and
whoever marr ies her who is d ivorced commits adu l tery
(Matthew 19:9). Thus Jesus is saying that “sexual immorality”
is the only lawful grounds for divorce and remarriage.

The husband and wife who remain true to each other, not only
bring happiness to themselves, but to the children bom to that
union. Have you ever tried to image the human suffering and
hear tbreak that has eome f rom broken homes? Or, what about
the hurt and rejection ahusband or wife feels when they learn
o f t h e u n f a i t h f u l n e s s o f t h e o t h e r ? A l l o f t h i s h u r t c o u l d b e a v o i d e d

if this adviee: "Rejoice with the wife of your youth" could be
f o l l o w e d .

He is the happiest, be he king or peasant, who finds
peace in his home" (Goethe).

t 9

i t
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L E A R N F R O M T H E L I T T L E A N T -
P r o v e r b s 6 : 6 - 1 1

evotional 18Ei

“Go to the ant, you sluggard! Consider her ways
and be wise, which, having no captain, overseer or
ruler, provides her supplies in the summer, and
gathers her food in harvest. How long wi l l you
slumber, Osluggard? When will you rise from your
sleep? Alittle sleep, alittle slumber, alittle folding
of the hands to sleep—so shall your poverty come on
you like arobber, and your need like an armed man”
(Proverbs 6:6-11).
In these passages, Solomon is describing the awful condition

of asluggard, one who is habitually idle and lazy. To get him
out of this lazy condition, he calls upon him to consider the
ways of the ant. To understand the ways of the ant, note Adam
Clark’s description: “At the proper seasons they collect their
food -not in the summer to lay up winter; for they sleep during
the winter and eat not; but when the food necessary for them
is most plentiful, then they collect it for their consumption in
the proper season; no insect is more laborious, not even the
bee itself: and none is more fondly attached to or more careful
of its young, than the ant.” He goes on in his description and
tells of their actions when their young are in the state in which
they appear like asmall grain of rice, “They bring them out
of their nests near their holes, for the benefit of the sun; and
on the approach of rain, carefully remove them, and deposit
them back into their nests then covering the hole for pro¬
t e c t i o n . ”

The thing that should be most amazing about the ant is the
fact that they do this from self-discipline. They have no guide,
overseer, or ruler, but each individual ant does his work well.
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Every generation has found its share of those living in poverty.
Some of this poverty is beyond man’s control, but so much of
it could be prevented if all the lazy, idle sluggards, (as Solomon
called them) would work and prepare like the ant.

T h e N e w Te s t a m e n t t e a c h e s t h a t a t r u e C h r i s t i a n w i l l w o r k t o

provide for himself and family, Paul wrote that instead of stealing;
“Let him who stole steal no longer, but rather let him labor,
working wi th his hands what is good, that he may have
something to give him who has need” (Ephesians 4:28).
Again: “But i f anyone does not provide for his own, and
especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith
and is worse than an unbeliever" (1 Timothy 5:8).

Being industrious emd self-disciplined like the ant, not only
keeps away poverty, but brings to the worker asense of
satisfaction and happiness.

“ We h a v e t o o m a n y p e o p l e w h o w o r k w i t h o u t l i v i n g ”
(Charles R. Brown).
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C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S O F A W I C K E D M A N -

P r o v e r b s 6 : 1 2 , 1 4 , 1 5

evotional 19d

“A wor th less pe rson , aw icked man, wa lks w i th a
perverse mouth; perversity is in his heart, he devises
e v i l c o n t i n u a l l y, h e s o w s d i s c o r d . T h e r e f o r e h i s
calamity shal l come suddenly; suddenly he shal l be
broken w i thou t remedy” (Proverbs 6 ;12 ,14 ,15) .
This scripture from the proverbs of Solomon describes the

characteristics of awicked man. Isn’t it strange that many
centuries have passed since this was written, and yet, the
wicked today are the same? Let us notice some of the ways of
a w i c k e d m a n :

First, he has aperverse mouth. Since his heart and ways are
evil, he continually speaks evil things. You can listen to the
conversation of people today and determine whether or not they
are evil. These love to use God’s name in vain, along with every
foul word that they can speak. They do not enjoy ajoke unless
it is saturated with filth. They think no more of slaying another
with words than breathing abreath of air. In fact, this is the
kind of tongue James had in mind when he wrote: ‘‘But no
man can t ame t he t ongue . I t i s an un ru l y ev i l , f u l l o f
dead ly po ison” (James 3 :8) .

Solomon further describes the wicked man by saying: “in
his heart, he devises evil continually.” This wicked person
thinks only of evil. When someone speaks good things, this
s i n f u l o n e t r a n s l a t e s t h e m i n t o e v i l . B e a s s u r e d , w h e n o n e
thinks evil in his heart, his ways will be evil. It seems that this
evil person is not content to commit sins which are already
known, but he spends his time dreaming and planning new
ways to do evil.
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His final mischief described in this text is: “he sows discord.”
He continually seeks ways to stir up trouble. It may be through
lies, gossip, or by turning one agcdnst his friends, hut he NEVER
promotes peace .

Won’t you agree that this type of person is an enemy to society?
What does Solomon say will happen to him? “His calamity
shall come suddenly; suddenly he shall be broken without
remedy.’ More truthful words could not be spoken, and sooner
or later the wicked will be punished. Paul wrote: “‘Vengeance
is mine, Iwill repay,’ says the Lord” (Romans 12:19). It may
seem that the evU one is prospering, but he will be brought down.
B e a s s u r e d t h a t h i s s i n s w i l l fi n d h i m o u t .

Therefore, avoid the ways of the evil ones. Following Christ is
the happy way in this life and the life to come!

“If you cannotfind happiness along the way, you cannot
find it at the end of the road.”
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S E V E N T H I N G S T H A T G O D H A T E S -
P r o v e r b s 6 : 1 6 - 1 9

evotional 20Ed

“These six things the LORD hates, yes, seven are
an abomination to him: Aproud look, alying tongue,
h a n d s t h a t s h e d i n n o c e n t b l o o d , a h e a r t t h a t d e v i s e s
wicked plans, feet that are swift in running to evil, a

f a l s e w i t n e s s w h o s p e a k s l i e s , a n d o n e w h o s o w s
discord among brethren" (Proverbs 6:16-19).
When one studies closely these seven things that God hates,

it is evident that God hates SIN. You may have notieed that
Solomon chose various members of the human body which can
be used to commit sin. However, before we classify our eyes,
tongue, hands, heart, and feet as being evil, let it be remem¬
bered that these members of the body are also capable of doing
good. God created the human body, therefore. He does not hate
these members, but the sins eommitted by them!

He hates aproud look. Pride in its evil sense is truly asinful
thing. Solomon also wrote: “A haughty look, aproud heart,
and the plowing of the wicked are sin." “Everyone who is
proud in heart is an abomination to the Lord." “Pride goes
before destruct ion, and ahaughty spir i t before afal l"
(Proverbs 21:4; 16:5,18). To avoid the sin of pride, Jesus said:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven" (Matthew 5:3). “Pride is the master sin of the
devil” (E.H. Chapin).

Three of these seven sins ean be attr ibuted to the misuse of
the tongue, alying tongue that loves false witness, and atongue
that sows diseord among the brethren. How important it is for
aChristian to put abridle on his tongue. To fail to do so, is to
make one’s religion vain. “If anyone among you thinks he
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is religious, and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his
own heart, this one’s religion is useless” (James 1:26).

Another thing that God hates is “hands that shed innocent
blood.” In our civilized age, you would think that murder would
not be aproblem, but thousands are killed yearly! Hands that
could be used to help humanity are used to destroy life. God has
always hated murder. Both the Old Testament and the New
d e c l a r e : “ Yo u s h a l l n o t m u r d e r. ” F r o m t h e t i m e t h a t t h e fi r s t
murder was committed by Cain, God has condemned this sin.

Solomon mentions one other in his list of things that God
ha tes : “A hea r t t ha t dev i ses w icked p lans . ” God wan ts
mankind to think good thoughts as he lives upon this earth. It
is afact that if we will guard our hearts, these other sins will be
a v o i d e d .

Jpray thee, OGod, that Imay be beautiful within.
f t
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A D U L T E R Y D E S T R O Y S T H E S O U L -
P r o v e r b s 6 ; 2 3 ' 3 5

evotional 21d

“For the commandment i s a lamp, and the law i s
light; reproofs of instruction are the way of life, to
keep you from the evil woman, from the flattering
tongue of aseductress. Do not lust after her beauty
in your heart, nor let her allure you with her eyelids.
For by means of ahar lot aman is reduced to acrust
of bread; and an adulteress wi l l prey upon his
prec ious l i fe ” (Proverbs 6 :23-26) .

In this passage, Solomon is warning against the sin of
adultery. Our modern society has tried to outgrow this sin.
Millions are trying to make adultery the right thing to do, and
calling all who refuse to participate old-fashioned. However, try
as they may, this sin still has destruction in its path. There are
three major reasons why this is so. (1) These who know
anything about what is morally right and wrong, (based on the
Bible) know that adultery is wrong. (2) Adultery is based on
lust instead of love! This principle is described by Hermon
Wilson: "Adultery is also wrong because it is loveless. It is
based, not on love, but on lust. Love seeks the good of the one
loved; it is kind, gentle, loyal, and unselfish. But lust is self-
centered, base, unsettled, seeking always its own advantage.
Love protects and ennobles—lust exploits, takes what it wants,
and then rejects the object of its passion. The basic evil in lust
(and therefore in adultery) is that it treats persons as things,
to be used or manipulated and then cast aside. It seeks no
lasting attachment; it is interested only in the flesh, and it
rejects all responsibility for its behavior. Lust is like theft; the
thief takes what he wants without regard to the rights or claims
of others.” —The Living Word
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(3) Adultery is wrong because it causes guilt feelings along with
aloss of self-respect. The sexual relationship between man and
woman is approved of God in marriage. "Marriage is honorable
a m o n g a l l , a n d t h e b e d u n d e fi l e d ; b u t f o r n i c a t o r s a n d
adulterers God will judge" (Hebrews 13:4). You will notice, that
outside of marriage God will judge. Failure to obey God’s law in
this respect brings guilt. Even those who disregcird God and His
law may still feel guilt and shame. Especially is this true when
the great principle of love and marriage are not respected,
because there seems to be aGod-given dream in the hearts of
m i l l i ons t o have ahappy mar r i ed l i f e and home . E i t he r
consciously or sub-consciously, the average person realizes that
adultery is an enemy to this concept. Therefore, feelings of guilt,
disrespect, and cheapness rise to the surface, and such bring
about unhappiness.

"If you would have the marital union last, let virtue be
the bond that ties it fast" (Rowe).
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H A T I N G E V I L - P r o v e r b s 8 : 1 3

Devotional 22
The fear of the UDRD is to hate evi l ; pr ide and

arrogance and the evi l way and the perverse mouth
I h a t e ” ( P r o v e r b s 8 : 1 3 ) .

There is atheme that runs throughout the Bible, it is the
struggle between good and evil. God is always represented on
the side of good, and the devil for evil. When Jesus came into
the world. He represented this good, and taught that He was
light come to dispel darkness: “I am the light of the world.
He who fol lows me shal l not walk in darkness, but have
the l ight of l i fe” (John 8:12). However, there was agreat
r e s i s t a n c e f r o m d a r k n e s s , a n d J e s u s d e s c r i b e d t h i s c o n fl i c t :
“And th is is the condemnat ion, tha t the l igh t has come
into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light,
because their deeds were evil” (John 3:19). He continued:
“For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not
come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed” (v.20).

Since evil opposes God, it should be evident why the fear of
the Lord is to hate evil. When we have due respect for God, we
desire to refrain from that which opposes Him. The evil way
today is the way of sin that appeals to our fleshly nature, and
i f w e a r e n o t c a r e f u l w e w i l l b e d e c e i v e d . E v i l c a r r i e s w i t h i t

temporary thrills, but it also brings disappointment and death.
To follow good, may seem to be arestricted life at the moment,
but overall such will bring happiness and life. Since God wants
us to have life, this is one of the reasons why God hates the
evil way!

E v i l i s a l s o h a t e d b e c a u s e o f t h e f r u i t i t b e a r s . I n t h i s t e x t ,

Solomon enumerates some of the fruits of the evil way. The first
is pride and arrogance. It is an ugly picture to see persons filled
with pride and arrogance. Such persons are so sold on self that
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they cannot see the good in others. It has been said; “He who
is proud eats himself up. Pride is like an empty bag, and who
can stand such athing upright? It is hollow and heartless; and,
like adrum, makes the more noises from its very emptiness.”

Then Solomon speaks of the “perverse mouth” among the
things to hate that are of the evil way. The words which come
forth from one’s mouth is an indication of what is in the heart.

How do you feel about the evil way? Be assured, the closer we
get to God, the more we will hate evil. Paul wrote; "Abhor what
is evil. Cling to what is good” (Romans 12:9).

“7b be free from evil thoughts is God’s best gift
(Eschybus) .
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S E C R E T S I N S - P r o v e r b s 9 : 1 7 - 1 8

evotionald

‘‘ S t o l e n w a t e r i s s w e e t , a n d b r e a d e a t e n i n s e c r e t i s
p leasant . Bu t he does no t know tha t the dead are
there, that her guests are in the depths of hell”
(Proverbs 9:17-18).
It seems that Solomon is describing secret sins. Some have

the feeling that to do something forbidden is more enjoyable
than to do those things that are acceptable. But even those
things that are done in secret are known and those who
practice them will find, in the words of Solomon, that; “her
guests are in the depths of hell."

Yes, secret sins, like all other sins, bring punishment. In fact,
there are some ways in which secret sins harm even more. First
of all, it is aburden to keep sins secret, and in most cases, this
is impossible even with our fellowman. Secrets have away of
becoming known. Then, of course, there is no way to keep a
sin from God. There is no height or depth where man can go
to hide from God. David knew this when he wrote: “Where can
1go from your Spiri t? Or where can Iflee from your
presence? If 1ascend into heaven, you are there; if Imake
my bed in hell, behold, you are there. If Itake the wings
of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,
even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand
shall hold me. If Isay, ‘Surely the darkness shall fall on
me,' even the night shal l be l ight about me; indeed, the
darkness sha l l no t h ide f rom you” (Psa lm 139:7-12) .

In the second place, secret sins harm our conscience, because
they are not brought forth for forgiveness. God has two major
laws for those in sin. (1) The alien sinner. He cannot be born
again and forgiven without repentance. To repent means to
change one’s mind about sin which leads him to change his
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life. Keeping aseeret sin (it seems) would keep one from true
repentanee. (2) The erring Christian. He cannot come back and
be forgiven by prayer without confessing his faults and repenting.
Therefore, secret sins are very damaging.

Solomon is teaching also, that just because stolen waters are
sweet, and bread eaten in secret is pleasant, doesn’t mean that
those guilty will escape. They are immediately eaught by death
and hell. In the words of Moses: “Be sure your sins will find
you out” (Numbers 32:23). It ean be said that there are three
plaees in which our sins will be found out; in time, in conscience,
and in eternity.

“At the foot of every page in the annals of nations may
be written, ‘God reigns. » f f
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G AT H E R I N G I N T H E S U M M E R - P r o v e r b s 1 0 : 5

i

“He who gathers in summer is awise son, but he
who sleeps in harvest is ason who causes shame"
(Proverbs 10:5) .
The advice in this proverb will make one successful in the

physical realm, because it is alesson on being prepared. The
prosperous farmer spends his time in the proper season getting
ready for the cold winter months. To fail to do this brings
problems. This great principle is true in all areas of life, but
becomes even more important when applied to the spiritual.
The summer, or time of gathering, represents the time that we
have on earth to prepare for death. Those who obey their Lord
and serve Him faithfully show great wisdom. Death to them
will be avictory! However, those who sleep, or fail to gather in
the t ime o f ha rves t , w i l l su f fe r seve re consequences .

The Bible is filled with passages warning mankind to prepau-e
for God. In the New Testament, Christians were continually
taught that Jesus would come someday, and that they must
prepare. Jesus especially emphasized this when He told of ten
virgins who took lamps to meet the bridegroom. Five were wise
and five were foolish. The wise were able to enter into the
marriage feast because they brought enough oil, but the five
foolish were left out because their oil ran out. They made an
attempt to prepare when the bridegroom came, but it was too
late (Matthew 25:1-13). Jesus summed up the lesson from this
parable by saying: “Watch therefore, for you know neither
the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming”
( v e r s e 1 3 ) .

Jesus must have had this principle in mind when He taught
His disciples to lay up treasures in heaven instead of on earth.
He was not suggesting that one can earn eternal life, but rather
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these treasures represented choosing the spiritual life which is
filled with genuine obedience. When this is done, one lives his
life in covenant relationship with God and His Son. His service
as aChristian is recorded because his deeds are spiritual. All
other works are temporary, fleshly, and subject to destruction,
but the spiritual treasures cannot be destroyed by physical
enemies (Matthew 6:19,20).

Do you ever take afew moments and consider whether or not
you are properly preparing? How many of you are bringing shame
to your souls because you are spiritually sleeping in the summer?
Remember, the time for gathering will come to an end. Tbday
is the time to prepare.

"Prepare to meet your God” (Amos 4:12).
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W A L K I N G U P R I G H T L Y - P r o v e r b s 1 0 : 9

evotionald

“He who wa lks w i th in teg r i t y wa lks secure ly, bu t
h e w h o p e r v e r t s h i s w a y s w i l l b e c o m e k n o w n
( P r o v e r b s 1 0 : 9 ) .

The Bible speaks often to those who walk with integrity or
uprightly, and this means to walk according to the directions
of God. They refuse to bend down to the sinful ways of the
world, but rather walk in away that pleases God. One of the
truly fine characters of the Old Testament which God approved
was Job. In fact, God believed in the integrity of this man to
the point that He allowed the devil to try him. After the devil
had tried him in every way possible by taking away his wealth,
children, respect of wife and friends, and even his health, in
all of this, he remained true to God. How did God describe Job?
“And that man was blameless and upr ight, and one who

feared God and shunned evi l ” (Job 1:1) .
To walk with integrity or uprightly refers to the kind of life

one lives. Solomon says that those who have integrity walk
surely. Could it be that this is true because he knows where
he is going? He knows the way because God is leading him.
The children of Israel encountered many problems as they
wandered forty years through the wi lderness. They faced
enemies whom they could not defeat, diseases that they could
not cure, and were bitten by serpents that brought death. Why
did these things happen to them? Because of the times when
they refused to follow God, and were not walking with integrity!
When they repented and walked uprightly, God led their steps
so that they could walk surely.

God still feels the same way about walking with integrity. He
does not want His children to bend down to the evil ways of
sin. John would say that to walk with integrity means to walk

» »
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in the light: “But if we walk in the light as he is in the light,
we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin" [1 John 1:7).

Solomon completes this text by saying: “but he who perverts
his ways will become known.” The ones who refuse to walk
with integrity, but pervert his ways will be caught.

The Old Tfestament tells of awicked king named Ahab. His
reign was spent in wickedness and idolatrous worship to Baal.
Toward the end of his reign, he invited the good King of Judah
to join him in battle. Even though Ahab knew in his heart that
God would not bless him, he decided to go while disguising
himself. The battle raged all day without him being slain. Finally
though, at the close of the day, an arrow was shot that God guided
to Ahab. Yes, Ahab thought he could do evil without being
caught, but he was wrong. Neither can we!

No man has the right to do as he pleases, except he
pleases to do right” (C. Simmons).

i t
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A W E L L O F L I F E - P r o v e r b s 1 0 : 1 1

evotwnal 26T,i

“The mouth o f the r igh teous i s awe l l o f l i f e , bu t
v io lence covers the mouth of the wicked” (Proverbs
1 0 : 11 ) .

In this short text, agreat truth is declared. The mouth of a
righteous man is compared to awell of life. Why would Solomon
choose awell to illustrate the righteous? Let us notice some
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f a w e l l :

(1) Agood well suggests purity. Millions, down through the
centuries, have enjoyed the pureness of water taken from wells.
The speech of arighteous man also has purity. He refuses to
speak words that are vulgar, degrading or sacrilegious. He
delights in speaking words that have meaning, kindness, and
comfort. The righteous one realizes that onee words are spoken,
they can never be recalled, therefore he weighs their meaning.

(2) Agood well refreshes. Imagine ahunter lost for hours in
the hot sun without water. He is half exhausted, and critically
thirsty, and without warning he comes to awell filled with pure,
cool water. In amatter of moments, he is totally refreshed as
anew man. The tongue of arighteous man is like this. The
world is filled with people who are traveling the scorching roads
of sin. Some have heard evil words until they are sick, but the
tongue of arighteous man can bring words of spiritual
refreshment. He can lift the weary ones above the fleshly
weaknesses of the world as he speaks of things that are good
and heavenly.

Jesus (more than everyone else) was able to offer refreshing
w a t e r t o t h o s e w h o w o u l d d r i n k . O n e t i m e H e v i s i t e d J a c o b ’ s
w e l l i n S a m a r i a , a n d a w o m a n f r o m S a m a r i a c a m e f o r w a t e r.
S h e w a s a s t o n i s h e d w h e n J e s u s a s k e d h e r f o r a d r i n k o f w a t e r .

Jesus said to her: “If you knew the gift of God, and who it
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is who says to you, ‘Give me adrink,’ you would have asked
him, and he would have given you living water” (John 4:10).
The words of Jesus are still arefreshing well to those who are
thirsty and willing to drink!

(3) Agood well is active. Most of its good qualities are present
because it is active. The righteous man continues to speak pure,
refreshing words because he is active for God. He walks and talks
with God continually. He not only studies and prays, but applies
godly principles to his daily life. Millions allow their mouths to
become instruments of wickedness because they are not active
for God. Pure Christianity is aclimbing process. The fish that
is swimming up stream must continue to swim or float
backward. When aChristian stops activity, he floats backward
t o w i c k e d n e s s .

Is your mouth awell of life, or amouth of violence?
“The mouth is taken as the principle channel by which

the issues of life flow out for good or evil" (V. Arnot).

5 2



H A T R E D C O M P A R E D T O L O V E -
P r o v e r b s 1 0 : 1 2

evotionald

“Hat red s t i r s up s t r i f e , bu t l ove cove rs a l l s i ns ”
(Proverbs 10:12).

In this text we find the greatest contrast -hatred versus love,
and they are as different as dark and light, and the fruit they
bear is opposite. “Hatred stirs up strife." The Old Testament
r e v e a l s i n d e t a i l , t h e l i v e s o f J a c o b a n d E s a u . J a c o b w a s a b l e

to receive aspecial blessing from his father by pretending that
h e w a s E s a u . T h e r e s u l t s o f a l l t h i s i s d e s c r i b e d i n t h e s e w o r d s :

“So Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing with which
his father blessed him, and Esau said in his heart, ‘The
days of mourning of my father are at hand; then Iwill kil l
my brother Jacob” (Genesis 27:41). Hatred led Esau to desire
m u r d e r !

Be assured that hatred still stirs up strife. Hatred grows as
long as it is permitted to remain in the heart. In fact, it does
more damage to the one hating than to the one being hated.
Fosdick wrote: “Hating people is like burning down your own
home to get rid of arat.” When we are hating, we are robbing
ourselves of many good things in life. Dale Carnegie wrote of
hate in the following way: “Hate burns up more energy than
anything else, more than hard work, illness or justifiable worry.
So when hatred is entering our hearts, let’s just put it out, make
room for pleasant thoughts instead, save our precious God-
given energy for something worthy of it.”

Solomon tells us what should take the place of hate -“love
covers all sins.” Love is the magic ingredient that we need
in our lives. For it not only helps the one loved, but it makes
us the kind of person God wants us to be. Love helps us to be
understanding, kind, gentle, forgiving, and helpful. “A bit of
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fragrance always clings to the hand that gives you roses” (Chinese
proverb). Love is awinner and hatred aloser! Love can succeed
when everything else has failed. Hate propagates other sins—
even murder, but love is surrounded by aroyal court of virtues.
Hate stirs up strifes, but love spreads kindness. “One kind word
can warm three winter months” (Japanese proverb).

Love is the golden thread that runs itself through Christianity.
This is true because the source of Christianity is love. Thus Paul
admonished the Ephesian Christians, “And be kind to one
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God
in Christ also forgave you" (Ephesians 4:32).

Would you please try removing all hate from your heart, and
fi l l i t w i t h l o v e ?

“Love is aper fume you cannot pour on o thers w i thout
ge t t i ng a few d rops on you rse l f "

5 4



T H E S I L V E R T O N G U E - P r o v e r b s 1 0 : 2 0 , 2 1

t ionalE E
“The tongue of the r ighteous is choice s i lver ; the

heart of the wicked is worth little. The lips of the
righteous feed many, but fools die for lack of wisdom”
( P r o v e r b s 1 0 : 2 0 , 2 1 ) .

When studying closely the book of Proverbs, it becomes
evident that Solomon had much to say about the use of the
tongue. In this text he makes two important statements about
the tongue of the righteous. (1) It is compared to choice silver.
(2) It is capable of feeding many. In these two descriptions, he
places great value on the tongue of the righteous, however, in
c o n t r a s t , t h e w i c k e d h a v e l i t t l e w o r t h a n d a r e v o i d o f w i s d o m .

Why did he choose choice silver to describe the tongue of a
righteous man? Choice silver has been refined to its purest state
and is of great value. The tongue of the righteous is guarded
against impurities such as lying, slander, gossip, and using
God’s name in vain. Yes, temptations come to him, but he
strives to overcome them. He is aware that the unbridled tongue
can destroy. James taught that just as abig ship is turned by
asmall rudder, the little tongue can boast great things, and
is further compared to afire burning out of control, and “it is
an unru ly ev i l , fu l l o f deadly po ison" (James 3:4-8) .

The tongue can make or break aman. It can be our greatest
blessing or our greatest curse. “Some use the tongue to express
thought, to conceal thought, or instead of thought.” The
righteous will endeavor to express good thoughts, and this will
make his tongue as choice silver.

Solomon must have chosen the figure of choice silver to
describe the tongue of the righteous because choice silver is
of great value. Many priceless items have been fashioned from
silver. The tongue of arighteous man is also of great value. It
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is used to speak truth, encourage the depressed, lift up the
bereaved, and to point lost sinners to God. His tongue is used
as apeacemaker. When tempers are high and the storms of hate
are raging, with choice words he is able to calm the storms.

What is the one thing that makes the tongue of arighteous
man as choice silver? It is the purity of his heart. There is asense
in which the heart controls the tongue. The use of the tongue
reflects what is in the heart. If there is hate, the tongue will
express hate, but if there is love, this will be expressed. Job was
aman of integrity with apure heart. Consider his resolve: “My
lips will not speak wickedness, nor my tongue utter deceit"
( J o b 2 7 : 4 ) .

Can you classify your tongue as choice silver?
Be careful of your thoughts. They may break into words

at any t ime! ”
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T H E P A S S I N G W H I R L W I N D - P r o v e r b s 1 0 : 2 5

evotionalTji

“When the whi r lw ind passes by, the wicked is no
more, but the r ighteous has an ever last ing founda¬
t i o n ” ( P r o v e r b s 1 0 : 2 5 ) .

Solomon is comparing the life of awicked one to awhirlwind.
Most of us have seen the whirlwind move across the ground
picking up leaves, grass, and dust in its path. However, as
thrilling as this may be, it is seen for only afew moments and
it is gone. The whirlwind is very unstable. It may move to the
right, the left, stand still, and then disappear. This certainly
d e s c r i b e s t h e w i e k e d .

Sinee all of his life is centered in fleshly things, it soon passes
away. The apostle Peter had this in mind when he wrote.
Because all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as

the flower of the grass. The grass withers, and its flower
fa l l s away, bu t the word o f the LORD endures fo rever
(1 Peter 1:24,25). Unless we link our lives to the spiritual, our
lives are soon gone. If the wicked finds any happiness, it must
be in this life, because after death there awaits eternal punish¬
ment. Considering the brevity of this life like awhirlwind, his
life is soon gone.

The whirlwind describes the wicked also by the faet that it
i s u n s t a b l e . W h a t e o u l d b e m o r e u n s t a b l e t h a n s i n ? T h i s e v i l

one l ives by l ies , f raud, unfa i th fu lness, se lfishness, and
infidelity. He seeks those things that please himself at any cost.
As the whirlwind, he changes direetions any moment. This
kind of life has no lasting value.

In cont ras t , So lomon says : “But the r igh teous has an
everlasting foundation.” It is true that arighteous man has
afleshly body that is rapidly passing away, but he is an
everlasting foundation because his priority is on the inward

» »
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man. Paul wrote, “Even though our outward man is per¬
ishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day"
(2 Corinthians 4:16). He has made things right with God
through obedience to the gospel, and is striving daily to walk in
the footsteps of Jesus. Thus, the same power that brought Jesus
forth from the grave, will someday bring the righteous one forth
to live eternally with God. In this respect, the righteous one dies
so that he can be resurrected to die no more.

Adam Clark describes death to agood man in these words:
“Death, to agood man is but passing through adark entry, out
of one little dusky room of his father’s house, into another that
is fair and large, lightsome and glorious, and divinely
entertaining.”

Tkke alook at your life! Is it like awhirlwind or an everlasting
f o u n d a t i o n ?

“The bad man’s death is horror; but the just does but
ascend to glory from the dust” (Habbington).
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P R O L O N G I N G O N E * S L I F E -

P r o v e r b s 1 0 : 2 7 , 2 8

evotwnal 30Ld

The fear of the LORD prolongs days, but the years
o f t h e w i c k e d w i l l b e s h o r t e n e d . T h e h o p e o f t h e
righteous will be gladness, but the expectation of the
w icked w i l l pe r i sh ” (P roverbs 10 :27 ,28 ) .

It is obvious from these verses that it pays great dividends
to serve God, but there is great disappointment to the wicked
who reject Him. The truth behind this proverb can be seen in
these modern times. It is true that the righteous can die early,
but so many times, death comes early because of sin. Sin not
only renders disobedience to God, but it can bring harm and
death to the physical body.

The question might be asked, “Why do mil l ions let this
happen?” Could it be because it is aslow, gradual process and
not too alarming? The body may be filled with alcohol, nicotine,
excessive drugs, and other harmful things, but seems to be all
right. However, damage is being done within, and the time will
c o m e f o r s i n t o c o l l e c t i t s t o l l .

“Henry Drummond said that the white ants of Africa are the
most secretive creatures in the world; even when they are
attacking whole forests they come up under cover, building dirt
tunnels up and down tree trunks to shelter them while they
work. One may rise from his chair at night, or go to bed; get
up in the morn ing and see i t s tand ing there apparent ly
unchanged. But let him take his seat on it, and lo! he and the
chair are in aheap on the floor. What is the matter? Why, the
white ants have come in the night and eaten all the inside out
of the wooden legs, rounds, and frame. Not anick appears on
the outside, but the chair is amere shell by daylight. So it is
with the threads of sin upon personal and national life" (Sunday

t i
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School Chronicle). Yes, sin can eat away secretly at our lives,
shortening our days, and in some cases bring death!

However, with the righteous it is different! Thue Christianity
has agood effect on both body and mind. The Christian will
recognize that it is asin to abuse the body. He will avoid anything
that is harmful because, (in his case) the body is the temple of
the Holy Spirit. “Or do you not know that your body is the
temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from
God, and you are not your own? For you were bought at a
price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit,
which are God’s (1 Corinthians 6:19,20). Add to this the fact
that the hope of aChristian brings gladness to his heart, and
he has abetter chance for prolonged days.

Is your body harmed by sin or helped with right living?
“/ would rather be right than be president” (Henry Clay).
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A C C U R A T E S C A L E S - P r o v e r b s 1 1 : 1

evotional 31d

"A false balance is an abomination to the LORD, but
a jus t we ight i s h is de l igh t ” (Proverbs 11:1) .
Solomon is teaching the importance of being honest. The

false balance means to weigh adishonest weight. There are
those who live their lives in dishonesty, and some even claim
t o b e C h r i s t i a n s . H o w e v e r , t h i s c a n n o t b e d o n e a n d s t i l l b e

pleasing to God. Dishonesty is aform of lying, and afalse
balance distorts the truth. Some have the idea that dishonesty
is permissible in the name of business, but this is not true! God
hates this sin whether it is done by an individual or by alarge
corpora t ion o f peop le . Pau l wro te , “Prov id ing honorab le
things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the
sight of men.” “Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for
t h i n g s i n t h e s i g h t o f a l l m e n ” ( 2 C o r i n t h i a n s 8 : 2 1 ;
R o m a n s 1 2 : 1 7 ) .

The wise man also says that the Lord delights in ajust
weight. Please notice that the amount being weighed is NOT
mentioned. God loves honesty in things that are small as well
as large. It is just as wrong to be dishonest over apenny as a
dollar! We may consider the value of the money, but God looks
at the principle. The kind of honesty that delights the Lord is
honesty from the heart. Some are honest when forced to be,
but if they can find an opportunity to be dishonest without
being caught, they take it. This is not ajust weight!

Our honesty can have agood influence in leading someone
to Christ. One time aChristian man got on astreet car. He gave
the driver adollar and received back some change, and then
took aseat while counting his money. After reaching his
destination, he came to the driver and said: “Sir, you gave me
back too much change.” “I know,” replied the driver, “You see.
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Ivisited last Sunday where you attend worship and noticed that
you claimed to be aChristian. I’ve been thinking seriously about
becoming aChristian, but wanted to see if such had changed
your life and made you honest.”

We can’t follow Christ and live dishonestly because such covers
our lights for the Lord. Carlyle once wrote: “Make yourself an
honest man, and then you may be sure there is one rascal less
i n t h e w o r l d . ”

Ajust weight is not only adelight to the Lord, but it pays in
this life. Franklin had it right when he said: “Honesty is the best
policy.” It may not seem to be at the moment, but over aperiod
of time, it will pay.

An honest man is the noblest work of God" (Pope).
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P R I D E B R I N G S S H A M E - P r o v e r b s 1 1 : 2

i

“When pride comes, then comes shame; but with
the humble is w isdom” (Proverbs 11:2) .

One of the things that has brought destruction to millions
down through the centuries is the sin of pride. This is asin
that not only looks bad to God, but also to our fellowman. When
one is puffed up, too sold on self, he is in for afall. Later in the
b o o k o f P r o v e r b s , S o l o m o n w r o t e : “ P r i d e g o e s b e f o r e
destruction, and ahaughty spirit before afall" “Everyone
who is proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD;
though they join forces, none will go unpunished”
(Proverbs 16:18,5) .

One of the things that makes pride so destruetive is the fact
that it is based on alie. The things that we become puffed up
over will let us down. William Arnot wrote these words about
pride. “Pride? what is the man proud of? Money? It will not
procure for him one night’s sleep: it will not buy back alost
friend: it will not bribe off approaching death. Land? Avery
little bit of it will serve him soon. Birth? What has he inherited,
but sin and corruption? Learning? If he is equal to Newton, he
has gathered one little pebble on the ocean’s shore, and even
that one he must soon lay down again.”

Yes, pride may seem the best thing at the moment, but in
the words of Solomon, it will bring shame. To avoid the sin of
pride, one should seek wisdom by being lowly. Jesus taught,
“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth”
(Matthew 5:5). He also taught that to be great, one must be
humble: “Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little
child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew
18:4). There has never been, nor will there ever be, one greater
than Christ the Son of God, and yet He was humble enough
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to bow down and wash the feet of His diseiples. Humility is not
asign of weakness (as some might believe) but rather asign of
strength and self-control.

Christians of the first century were called upon to possess
humility. Peter wrote, "Yes, all of you be submissive to one
another, and be clothed with humility” (1 Peter 5:5). James
taught, "Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he
wil l l i f t you up" (James 4:10).

Someone has said: “The Christian is like the ripening corn;
the riper he grows the more lowly he bends his head” (Guthrie).
Do you have the heavenly wisdom that comes from being lowly?

"The richest pearl in the Christian’s crown of graces is
hum i l i t y " (Good ) .
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R I C H E S T H A T F A I L - P r o v e r b s 1 1 : 4

evotumal 33i

R i c h e s d o n o t p r o fi t i n t h e d a y o f w r a t h , b u t
r igh teousness de l ivers f rom death” (Proverbs 11:4) .
It is true that money will buy many things in this life. In fact,

money used wisely and according to God’s wi l l is agreat
blessing. However, money has its limitations and Solomon
mentions one of these. It fails in the day of wrath. The wrath
mentioned here is the wrath of God! It may come as ashock
to millions, but God can render to man either blessings and
l i fe, or His d iv ine wrath. Be assured that a l l the weal th in the
world cannot stop His wrath.

Early in the history of man, there were two cities that were
very wicked. In fact, Sodom and Gomorrah were so wicked that
God heard their cry and said that their sin was very grievous
(Genesis 18:20). This wickedness stirred God’s wrath to the
point that He destroyed these cities with fire and brimstone.
Could these cities have been spared? Yes! Abraham bargained
for their salvation, but he did not do so with money. All their
wealth and flat fertile plains would not stay the wrath of God.
What would it take? Only ten righteous souls would have
spared the cities, but these could not be found (Genesis 18:32).

Have you ever tried to turn away God’s wrath with money?
If so, you have failed! Have you ever known those who lived a
life of sin and felt that all would be made right with God by
alarge contribution? If so, they were deceived. ‘‘Riches do not
profi t in the day o f wra th . ”

For riches used unwisely will keep one from being righteous.
Wealth can bring with it many additional temptations. Paul
taught, ‘‘But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation
a n d a s n a r e , a n d i n t o m a n y f o o l i s h a n d h a r m f u l l u s t s
wh ich d rown men in des t ruc t i on and pe rd i t i on . Fo r the

t t
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love of money is aroot of all kinds of evil." "Command those
who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to
trust in uncertain riches but in the l iving God, who gives
us r ichly al l things to enjoy" (1 Timothy 6:9,10,17).

Would you please note that Paul is not condemning “money,”
but the “love of money.” He didn’t say that money is aroot of
all kinds of evil, but rather the LOVE OF MONEY. It is the love
of money that keeps one from being righteous.

Jesus taught His disciples to put emphasis on heavenly wealth
instead of earthly (Matthew 6:19-21). Why? Because physical
treasures will not help in eternity. When God punishes the wicked
with death, earthly treasures will not profit.

"Money is not required to buy one necessity of the soul
(Thoreau) .

9 f
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D E A T H O F T H E W I C K E D - P r o v e r b s 1 1 : 7 , 8

W h e n a w i c k e d m a n d i e s , h i s e x p e c t a t i o n w i l l
perish, and the hope of the unjust perishes. The
righteous is del ivered f rom trouble, and i t comes to
t h e w i c k e d i n s t e a d ” ( P r o v e r b s 11 : 7 , 8 ) .

As one studies through the book of Proverbs, it becomes
obvious that Solomon makes many contrasts between the
righteous and the wicked. He teaches over and over that it pays
to be righteous. In this text, he shows the difference between
the hope of the righteous and the wicked. In summation, he
says that the hope of the wicked is limited to this life, and this
same principle is taught throughout the Bible. When asinner
dies without Christ, he is without hope and lost forever. Paul
a n n o u n c e d , . W h e n t h e L o r d J e s u s i s r e v e a l e d f r o m
h e a v e n w i t h h i s m i g h t y a n g e l s , i n fl a m i n g fi r e t a k i n g
vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those
who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. These
sha l l be pun ished w i th ever las t ing des t ruc t ion f rom the
presence of the Lord and from the glory of his power”
(2 Thessalonians 1:7-9). Thus, it is evident that all hope dies
w i t h t h e w i c k e d a t d e a t h .

However, this is not true with the righteous. In Solomon’s
words: “The r ighteous is de l ivered f rom t rouble. ” To the
faithful Christian, death is avictory, not adefeat. His hope does
not end, but becomes fulfil led. As John was permitted to
preview heaven and the end of time, he pronounced ablessing
o n t h o s e w h o d i e i n t h e L o r d . “ ‘ B l e s s e d a r e t h e d e a d w h o
die in the Lord from now on.’ ‘Yes,’ says the Spirit, ‘that they
may restfrom their labors, and their works follow them
(Revelation 14:13). The faithful Christian believes that God
is preparing great things for him after death. As one writer put

n
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it: “Eternity is the divine treasure house, and hope is the window,
by means of which mortals are permitted to see, as through a
glass darkly the things which God is preparing” (Mountford).

The writer of the book of Hebrews refers to hope as an anchor,
"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and
steadfast, and which enters the presence behind the veil"
(Hebrews 6:19). Without this anchor of hope, we would drift
about through life with no real security now or in the life to come.
Please remember, man’s only hope can be found in Christ Jesus.
God willed that it be this way. In the words of asong: “My hope
is built on nothing less, than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.”
However, this hope in Christ is available only to those who obey
H i m .

‘Man’s greatest need is aliving Christ for adying world."
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T H E M O U T H O F A H Y P O C R I T E -
P r o v e r b s 1 1 : 9

evotional 35Tji

“ T h e h y p o c r i t e w i t h h i s m o u t h d e s t r o y s h i s
ne ighbor, bu t th rough know ledge the r i gh teous w i l l
be del ivered” (Proverbs 11:9) .

“A rather pompous - looking deacon was endeavoring to
impress upon aclass of boys the importance of l iving the
Chritsian life. ‘Why do people call me aChristian?’ The dignity
asked, s tand ing erec t and beaming down upon them. A
moment’s pause: then one youngster said: ‘Maybe it’s because
they don’t know you’ ”(Ladies Home Journal).

Hypocrisy is one of the most destructive things in this life.
It is alie put into action designed to deceive. Among the many
sins that disturbed Jesus during His ministry was the sin of
hypocrisy. The hypocrite can display his sin in various ways,
but in this text Solomon mentions the tongue, “The hypocrite
w i th h i s mou th des t roys h i s ne ighbo r. ”

The idea of having agood neighbor is abeautiful thought
and brings happiness to mil l ions. Secrets are shared and
burdens borne between faithful friends. However, the picture
is different when aneighbor becomes ahypocrite. He pretends
to be afriend only to obtain information to spread to others.
Tklebearing is bad within itself and sinful, but it becomes even
more repulsive when it is done by one who claims to be afriend.

How despicable it must have been for Jesus to listen to the
Scribes and Pharisees pray their long repetitous prayers when
He knew they were seeking only to impress men. He saw them
as Hypocrites! To the average person, they appeared very
religious and sincere, but Jesus could see their hearts and
compared such to dead men’s bones.
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The hypocrite’s speech and actions are contrary. In the words
of Jesus: "They say, and do not do” (Matthew 23:3). As one
writer put it: “A bad man is worse when he pretends to be asaint”
(Bacon) .

Therefore, when we take on the role of ahypocrite, we play into
t h e h a n d s o f t h e d e v i l . I t c a n b e s a i d t h a t h e i s t h e m a s t e r

hypocrite. Milton wrote: “Satan was the first that practiced
falsehood under the saintly show.” The devil loves hypocrisy
because the one practicing it is deceived. In their pretension of
righteousness, they feel that all is well, and yet, the devil has them
i n h i s c l u t c h e s .

The antidote against hypocrisy is to be honest and truthful
with our friends and neighbors. Live close to the way of Jesus,
and your life will reflect true light without pretense.

“An unt rue man is the mora l murderer, h is mouth the
lethal weapon, and his neighbor the victim” (Arnot).
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T H E B L E S S I N G O F T H E U P R I G H T -

P r o v e r b s 1 1 : 1 0 , 1 1

evotional 36Ed

W h e n i t g o e s w e l l w i t h t h e r i g h t e o u s , t h e c i t y
r e j o i c e s ; a n d w h e n t h e w i c k e d p e r i s h , t h e r e i s
shout ing. By the b less ing of the upr ight the c i ty is
e x a l t e d , b u t i t i s o v e r t h r o w n b y t h e m o u t h o f t h e
w i c k e d ” ( P r o v e r b s 11 : 1 0 , 11 ) .

Every city, community, and neighborhood is made up of good
and evil people. Those who are good are truly ablessing, but
the wicked bring acurse. We should thank God daily for the
families in acity that are good. Be assured that in most cases
all religious, civic, and moral activities are present because of
t h e m .

What has influenced these people to be good? Even though
many factors could be mentioned, the underlining influenee
is the Bible. The infidel works to persuade people not to believe
in God or the Bible, but they would not enjoy living in asociety
where the principles of God’s Word are ignored.

One time an infidel was traveling in Africa and in the bush
country came upon aconverted eannibal who was reading from
the Bible. He said to the cannibal: “You don’t really believe that
Bible, do you?’’ The man looked at the infidel for amoment
and said: “Sir, if Ididn’t believe this book, you would have been
eaten by now!”

When thinking of the influence of Jesus and the Word of God,
one can imagine it like alarge net spread over the entire world,
taking within its meshes entire countries, cities, and villages;
all of which have been influenced to do good. “Righteousness
e x a l t s a n a t i o n , b u t s i n i s a r e p r o a c h t o a n y p e o p l e
( P r o v e r b s 1 4 : 3 4 ) .

t i
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Influence for good is what Jesus had in mind for His disciples
when He said: ‘‘You are the salt of the earth...You are the light
of the world. Acity that is set on ahil l cannot be hidden"
(Matthew 5:13,14). Jesus viewed the world as being in sin and
darkness needing the preserv ing power o f sa l t , and the
illumination of His light. He knew that those living in sin could
not improve the world. In fact, they would contribute to its
darkness. Therefore, He calls upon them to bless the world with
light and this is still His desire today. “A good man does good
merely by living” (Bulver).

What about your life? Does your righteousness contribute to
the community where you live? It has been said, “The spirit of
aperson’s life is ever shedding some power, just as aflower is
steadily bestowing fragrance upon the air” (T Starr King).

“A word or anod from the good, has more weight than
the eloquent speeches of others" (Plutarch).
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A G R A C I O U S W O M A N - P r o v e r b s 1 1 : 1 6

evotional 37Ed

“A gracious woman retains honor, but ruthless men
reta in r iches” (Proverbs 11:16) .
As Solomon continues to give his list of proverbs, he says that

“A g rac ious woman re ta ins honor. ” H is to ry revea ls tha t
women have played an important part in their influence on
society. Although God has given men headship in marriages
and families, women have had the power to influence, either
for good or for evil. Therefore, whether or not she has kept her
honor has been very important, and is still important today.

God’s Word rings out in praise for women who have been true
to God’s design. The Old and New Testaments tell how God
chose discreetly the women to be the wives and mothers of His
special men. Such women as Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, Hannah,
Ruth, Mary, Elizabeth, Dorcas, Lydia, and Anna were out¬
standing choices. God has always intended that women be
gracious and retain honor.

As we look back over centuries, various writers have praised
women with honor. Notice some of the praises that have been
m a d e :

“A beautiful and chaste woman is the perfect workmanship
of God, the true glory of angels, the rare miracle of earth, and
the so le wonder o f the wor ld” (Hermes) . “Next to God we are
indebted to women, first for life itself, and then for making it
worth living” (Bevee). “There is awoman at the beginning of
all great things” (Lamartine). “No one knows like awoman how
to say things which are at once gentle and deep” (Victor Hugo).
“There can be no higher ambition for aChristian woman than
to be afaithful wife and ahappy influential mother. It is the
place which God has given woman, and she who fills it well,
i s a s h o n o r a b l e a n d h o n o r e d a s t h e m o s t i l l u s t r i o u s m a n c a n
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be” (Stoddard). “Woman is like the reed which bends to every
breeze, but breaks not in the tempest” (Whately).

Such praises and many more have been given to women, but
only to those who have retained their honor. The same Bible that
speaks highly of godly women, reveals the depravity of Jezebel
and those like her. Avirtuous woman can help raise man and
society, or afallen woman can help bring both down.

In this modern age of low morals, women are called upon
(young and older) to present their lives as gracious women full
o f h o n o r !

Woman - last a t the cross, and ear l iest a t the grave"
(E . S . Bar re t t ) .

t t
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J E W E L R Y I N A H O G ' S S N O U T -
P r o v e r b s 1 1 : 2 2

evotional 38d

“As ar ing of gold in aswine’s snout, so is alovely
woman who lacks d isc re t ion" (Proverbs 11 :22) .

In this same chapter (verse 16) Solomon writes of agracious,
honorable woman, but in this text speaks of awoman without
d i s c r e t i o n . To s h o w i t s l e a d e r s h o w u n n a t u r a l i t i s f o r a w o m a n
t o b e w i t h o u t d i s c r e t i o n , h e u s e s a n e x t r e m e i l l u s t r a t i o n . H o w

unnatural it would be to plaee ajewel of gold in ahog’s snout!
The two do not go together. In Solomon’s eyes, it is just as
a b s u r d f o r a w o m a n t o b e w i t h o u t d i s c r e t i o n .

Discretion is very becoming to anyone. It means: “prudence
-one who is wise; careful of the consequences of measures or
actions; judicious; cautious; circumspect” (Webster). These are
t r a i t s t h a t a d d t o a w o m a n ’s b e a u t y. Aw o m a n w h o h a s
discret ion is beaut i fu l wi thin, and this is the beauty that
pleases God. It would be disgusting to see ajewel of gold in a
hog’s snout, but it is just as disgusting to see afair woman
w i t h o u t d i s c r e t i o n .

When you study the life of Jezebel in the Old Testament, you
get the picture of an evil woman. She was rotten to the core
of her heart and she corrupted all who were around her. She
may have been abeautiful woman physically, but any beauty
she possessed was destroyed by her evil ways. She could then
be considered afair woman without discretion. In fact, the only
other woman in the Bible who can be compared to Jezebel is
her daughter Athaliah. When her king son was killed, she slew
all her grandchildren, (except one who was hidden) and took
t h e t h r o n e o f J u d a h w h e r e s h e r u l e d w i t h a w i c k e d h a n d .

H o w e v e r, a l l s h o u l d r e m e m b e r t h a t a w o m a n d o e s n o t h a v e
to go to these extremes to be without discretion. Paul wrote.
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“ I n l i k e m a n n e r a l s o , t h a t t h e w o m e n a d o r n t h e m s e l v e s i n
modest appare l , wi th propr ie ty and moderat ion, not wi th
braided hair or gold or pearls or costly clothing, but which
is proper for women professing godliness, with good works”
(1 Timothy 2:9,10). The way awoman dresses, acts, and lives
her life can determine whether or not she possesses discretion.
“A woman’s worth is to be estimated by the real goodness of her
heart, the greatness of her soul, and the purity and sweetness
of her character: and awoman with akindly disposition and well-
balance temper, is both lovely and attractive, be her face ever so
plain and her figure ever so homely: she makes the best of wives
and the truest of mothers” (Royal Pathway).

“Ear th has noth ing more tender than ayoung woman's
heart when it is the abode of piety” (Luther).
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T R U S T I N G I N R I C H E S - P r o v e r b s 1 1 : 2 8

t ionalTji

H e w h o t r u s t s i n h i s r i c h e s w i l l f a l l , b u t t h e
righteous willflourish like foliage” (Proverbs 11:28).
Riches can be ablessing or acurse depending on how they

are used. There are many warnings in the Bible against the
deceitfulness of riches. It would stagger our imagination to
know how many souls will be lost eternally because they
trusted in riches. When Jesus gave the parable of the sower,
He described one heart as the thorny soil. In His spiritual
application, He said, “Now he who received seed among the
thorns is he who hears the word, and the cares of th is
world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and
he becomes unfruitful” (Matthew 13:22). “The deceitfulness
of riches” is still thorns in our lives today. Just think of the
hatred and the many other sins of greed which come from
man’s coveting money!

“Lincoln was one day walking along astreet in Springfield
holding the hands of his two boys. They were crying lustily.
‘What’s the matter with the boys, Abe?’ ‘The matter with them
is the matter wi th the wor ld: one has anut , and the other one
wants i t ’ ” (Bryant) .

Jesus recognized the dangers of trusting in riches when he
gave the parable of asuccessful farmer. “Then he spoke a
parable to them, saying: ‘The ground of acertain rich man
y ie lded p len t i fu l l y. And he though t w i th in h imse l f ,
saying, ‘What shall Ido, since 1have no room to store my
crops?’ So he said, ‘I will do this: 1will pull down my barns
and build greater, and there Iwill store all my crops and
my goods. And Iwill say to my soul. Soul, you have many
goods laid up for many years; take your ease; eat, drink,
and be merry.’ But God said to him, ‘You fool! This night

n
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your soul will be required of you; then whose will those
things be which you have provided?’ So is he who lays up
t reasure fo r h imse l f and i s no t r i ch toward God" (Luke
12:16-21).

This is one of the times in the ministry of Christ that he
described afool, and be assured that being deceived by riches
will still produce fools!

Solomon goes further in this text and says; “But the righteous
will flourish like foliage.” The righteous will flourish because
they have treasures in heaven. Jesus taught that in heaven:

neither moth nor rust destroys and ...thieves do not break
in and steal” (Matthew 6:20). However, this cannot be said of
ecLTthly treasures.

Where is your trust and eonfidence? Put your trust in God, and
like the foliage of atree, you will flourish.

“What you do with your money determines what your
money wi l l do to you.”

i t
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W I S D O M I N S O U L W I N N I N G - P r o v e r b s 1 1 : 3 0

i

“The fruit of the righteous is atree of life, and he
who wins souls is wise” (Proverbs 11:30) .

Those who learn the good news of the gospel and obey it, will
want to share it with others. The sharing of Christ and His
salvation is not just for the purpose of making people better,
(although this happens) but it is to save souls. What was the
motivating force that caused Jesus to leave heaven and come
to earth? Was it to be agreat teacher? Was it to perform
miracles? No, God had given others the power to do these! Jesus
c a m e

t o d o t h e s a m e .

Did you notice in the text that Solomon states that the fruit
of the righteous is atree of life? As they bear fruit, they produce
life when they share the saving grace of Christ, and they are
extending life from the Imrd. Why do many who claim to be
Christians fail to bear this fruit? Why do they not save lost souls
by sharing the saving grace of Christ? Because many do not
accept the fact that those who have not come to Christ in
obedience are lost. If we see someone about to drown, we do
all that we can to save them. Why? Because we believe they
will drown—they will be lost! When we realize this to the same
degree with lost sinners, we will begin to offer spiritual life from
t h e L o r d .

Trees are valued in many cases by the fruit they bear to
sustain physical life. However, the tree of life mentioned by
Solomon, sustains spiritual life. Physical food will sustain for
only afew hours, but the tree of life (offered by the righteous)
w i l l l a s t f o r e v e r .

Since this is true, Solomon makes the declaration that “He
who wins souls is wise." The most valuable gift ever offered

to seek and save the lost. Thus, the righteous will desire
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was the death of Our Lord on the cross. The greatest gift that
we can give our fellowman is to share this gift of Christ.
Remember, when we save asoul from death, they may share the
s a m e s a l v a t i o n w i t h o t h e r s .

Have you ever dropped apebble in alake of still water? If so,
you may have noticed that the original ripple caused another,
and one by one they spread to others across the lake! Soul saving
is the same way. Surely it is wise to save souls.

“The body, that is but dust; the soul, it is abird of eternity”
(N. Culberwel l) .
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S A T I S F A C T I O N F R O M T H E S O U L -
P r o v e r b s 1 2 : 1 1

evotional 41Ed

“He who t i l ls his land wil l be satisfied with bread,
but he who follows frivolity (vain things) is devoid of
unders tand ing ” (P rove rbs 12 :11 ) .

The wise man lays down avery wise principle in this passage.
He is speaking of involvement and accomplishments! We may
complain often about having to work, but in the midst of our
complaints, there is satisfaction that we are providing for our
families. There are those who are unable to work and need help
from others, but when undeserved handouts are given, this has
adeter iorat ing effect upon indiv idual l ives, and the whole
n a t i o n .

Old Testament history records how God’s nation, Israel, lived
forty years in the wilderness. Since they were in the wilderness
and continually wandering, God took care of their physical
n e e d s . H e r a i n e d d o w n t h e i r f o o d f r o m h e a v e n i n t h e f o r m o f

manna, and when they cried for meat. He sent them quail. You
would think that they were the happiest people on earth, but
this was not so. In fact, those forty years were spent in mur¬
muring and complaining, and God had to punish them con¬
tinually. Perhaps many things caused this, but surely much
dissatisfaction came because they did not work to earn their
o w n b r e a d .

The New Testament places strong emphasis on the impor¬
tance of working with our hands to provide for self and family.
Paul wrote the Ephesians that one should “..labor, working
with his hands what is good, that he may have something
to give him who has need” (Ephesians 4:28). He instructed
the Thessalonians to; “ . . to mind your own business, and
to work w i th your own hands , as we commanded you f f

8 1



(1 Thessalonians 4:11). " I f anyone wi l l not work, nei ther
shall he eat" and "that they work in quietness and eat their
own b read " ( 2 Thessa lon ians 3 :10 ,12 ) . Pe rhaps Pau l ’s
strongest statement on this subject was made to Timothy, "But
if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for
those of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse
than an unbel iever" (1 Timothy 5:8) .

Therefore, count it ablessing to be able to work. The giveaway
programs may seem appealing, but if one can earn his own bread
wi th h is hands, sat is fac t ion wi l l be rece ived.

E v e n b e f o r e A d a m a n d E v e s i n n e d i n t h e G a r d e n o f E d e n , G o d

wanted man to be busy with his hands. "Then the LORD God
took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend and
keep it" (Genesis 2:15). As one writer expressed it: “No race
can prosper till it learns that there is as much dignity in tilling
the field, as in writing apoem” (Booker T. Washington).

The fruit derived from labor is the sweetest of all
p leasures" (Vauvenargues) .

* 4
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S T U C K O N S E L F - P r o v e r b s 1 2 : 1 5

evotUmal 42i

“The way of afool is right in his own eyes, but he
who heeds counsel is wise” (Proverbs 12:15).
The wise man here is against the sin of pride. Spurgeon

begins one of his sermons with these words: “Pride is so natural
to fallen man that it springs up in his heart like weeds in a
watered garden. Pride is asin with athousand lives. It is asin
with athousand shapes.”

Did you notice that Solomon referred to the one blinded by
pride as afool? Even though his way is foolish, it is right in
his own eyes, and because of pride, he refuses counsel from
others. Why should he harken to counsel when he knows so
much himself? This is the road in which pride leads.

Paul warned the Christians at Rome, “Do not set your mind
on high things, but associate with the humble. Do not be
wise in your own opinion.” They were also warned that one
is “not to think of himself more highly than he ought to
think” (Romans 12:16,3). It is right to think highly of self,
but the warning is not to think “more highly than he ought.
When this happens, the sin of pride is present, and being sold
on the greatness of self, leads one to ignore counsel from others.

When we compare ourselves and our thinking to God, we
become so small. God’s Word reminds us: “For we brought
no th ing in to th i s wor ld , and i t i s ce r ta in we can ca r ry
nothing out” (1 Timothy 6:7). Job was aman who had great
wealth, fame, and wisdom until God allowed the devil to try
him. This was done by removing all the things that man had
used down through the centuries to feel highly exalted and
puffed up. However, all of this did not destroy Job because he
had avoided the sin of pride. His response to his losses was.
Naked Icame f rom my mother ’s womb, and naked shal l

♦ »
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Ireturn there. The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken
away; blessed be the name of the LORD" (Job 1:21).

This is the kind of attitude that God accepts, but those who
are always right in their own eyes (full of pride) He will refuse.
"God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble"
(1 Peter 5:5) .

Do you remember the Old Testament account of Nebuchad¬
nezzar, king of Babylon? He reached the point where he exalted
himself above God. One day as he walked in the palace he asked.

I s n o t t h i s g r e a t B a b y l o n , t h a t I h a v e b u i l t f o r a r o y a l
dwe l l i ng by my m igh ty power and fo r t he honor o f my
majesty" (Daniel 4:30). With this attitude, God drove him from
the palace to roam as abeast and to eat grass as oxen. God still
hates the sin of pride today!

"We rise in glory as we sink in pride" (Young).

i t
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K E E P I N G O N E * S M O U T H - P r o v e r b s 1 3 : 3 , 5

evotionalEd

“He who guards h is mouth preserves h is l i fe , but
he who opens wide his lips shall have destruction.
Arighteous man hates lying, but awicked man is
l o a t h s o m e a n d c o m e s t o s h a m e " ( P r o v e r b s 1 3 : 3 , 5 ) .

As Solomon speaks of keeping one’s mouth, he is referring
to one who is able to control his tongue. The mouth can become
away of expressing all kinds of evil, or with the mouth kept,
one can stop lying, cursing, and gossiping. Notice that each
individual is assigned with the responsibility of keeping his
own mouth. Ican’t keep yours, and you can’t keep mine. We
can encourage each other to use our tongues properly, but it
finally comes down to an individual responsibility. The
Psalmist had this in mind when he wrote: “Keep your tongue

from evil, and your l ips from speaking guile” (Psalm
3 4 : 1 3 ) .

How does one keep his mouth? By closing it so that no lying,
slander, gossip, profanity, vulgarity, or angry words get out. Our
fleshly nature wants to engage in these things, but be assured,
that instead of helping, these will destroy!

When one keeps his mouth, Solomon says that he keeps his
life. Just think of the situations we get ourselves into in life
because we fail to keep our mouths. We may have to face the
fact that we have damaged someone’s reputation, discouraged
someone who is already struggl ing, or lost our Chr ist ian
influence. Just th ink of the tender l ives (our ch i ldren) who are
molded in the way of sin because of unkept mouths. However,
when we are able to close our mouths against all of these evils,
we can help others to be strong. In regard to committing evil,
o u r L o r d J e s u s c l o s e d H i s m o u t h . P e t e r w r o t e o f H i m : “ W h o
committed no sin, nor was guilefound in his mouth; who.
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w h e n h e w a s r e v i l e d , d i d n o t r e v i l e i n r e t u r n ; w h e n h e
suffered, he did not threaten, but committed himself to Him
who Judges righteously” (1 Peter 2:22,23).

Someone may say, “Yes, but that was Christ, and we are not
expected to do the same.” Look at the verse before, “For to this
you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving
us an example, that you should follow his steps” (v. 21).
Jesus kept His mouth from evil, and He expects us to follow His
steps.

Solomon further states: “A righteous man hates lying, but
a w i c k e d m a n i s l o a t h s o m e a n d c o m e s t o s h a m e . ” A

righteous man hates lying because God hates it! The wicked man
becomes loathsome and comes to shame. When he opens his
mouth to sin, he brings shame to his life. Do you respect aliai?
How do you feel about those who lie to you? Do you enjoy their
presence? TVuly they are repulsive. Therefore, take the advice of
Solomon and keep your mouth from evil.

“Sin has many tools, but alie is the handle that fits them
all” (O. W. Holmes).
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P O O R , B U T R I C H - P r o v e r b s 1 3 : 7

evoHonal 44Ed

“ T h e r e i s o n e w h o m a k e s h i m s e l f r i c h , y e t h a s
noth ing; and one who makes h imse l f poor, ye t has
great r iches” (Proverbs 13:7) .

Often we determine being rich or poor by the amount of
money one possesses. This is certainly one definition for riches,
but it is not the best one. The richest people in the world may
have only enough money to survive. They are rich in the more
important things of life.

They are rich because they know God and His Son as Savior.
The true Christian has been born into God’s family. Jesus
taught, “I say to you, unless one is born of water and the
Spir i t , he cannot enter the k ingdom of God” (John 3:5).
Paul wrote, “And if children, then heirs—heirs of God and
joint heirs with Christ , i f indeed we suffer with him, that
we may also be glorified together” (Romans 8:17). To be
“ h e i r s o f G o d ” m e a n s t h a t o n e w i l l i n h e r i t t h e r i c h e s o f G o d .
There is none richer than God, for He has in His hands heaven,
e a r t h , a n d a l l c r e a t i o n . I n f a c t , t h e fi n i t e m i n d c a n n e v e r

comprehend the riches of God. Without doubt, the Christian
i s r i c h !

S i n c e a C h r i s t i a n h a s s u r r e n d e r e d h i s l i f e t o G o d , h e h a s
righteousness. The Word of God considers righteousness of far
greater value than earthly treasures. Solomon wrote, “The
LORD wil l not al low the righteous soul to famish, but he
casts away the desire of the wicked.” “In the house of the
righteous there is much treasure." Then he compares the
g a i n s o f t h e w i c k e d t o t h e r i g h t e o u s : “ T r e a s u r e s o f
w i c k e d n e s s p r o fi t n o t h i n g , b u t r i g h t e o u s n e s s d e l i v e r s

f rom death” (Proverbs 10:3; 15:6; 10:2) .
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The faithful Christian is rich even though he has few earthly
riches, when he has aChristian family and friends. These are
things that money cannot buy. Money will buy those who pretend
to love, who pretend to be friends, but the real thing is the true
treasure. Again, Solomon speaks of the value of true friendship
in these words: “Ttno are better than one, because they have
agood reward for their labor. For if they fall, one wil l l i f t
up his companion" (Ecclesiastes 4:9,10).

Therefore, we can see that one may be poor in earthly goods,
and still be rich from God. Thinking on these principles inspired
me to write the following poem:

“I do not ask, dear Lord, that life may be
Always apleasant road beneath my feet

Nor paths to walk where thorns prick not my feet
1do not ask dear Lord, for flowers along the way

Where only shines the sun in soft array
But this Iask, and pray that it may be

T h a t w h e n I w a l k i n s t o r m o r c a l m .

That you, dear Lord, will walk with me” (bbb).
“He is not poor that has little, but he that desires much"

(Danie l ) .
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I F D E S P I S E T H E W O R D , D E S T R O Y E D -
P r o v e r b s 1 3 : 1 3

evotionalEd

“He who despises the word will be destroyed, but
he who fears the commandment will be rewarded"
(Proverbs 13:13) .
To despise the Word of God is not limited to hating it, but

the context seems to suggest one who does not study and obey
it. There are millions today who do not hate the Word of God,
neither do they love it. How are some of the ways we may
despise the Word?

(1) We despise it when we refuse to study it. We say by our
actions that we don’t need it, and that we can work out our lives
without its guidance. Timothy was commanded to: “Be
diligent to present yourself approved to God, aworker who
does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). Since study causes one to be
approved of God, failing to do so will bring His disapproval.
J e s u s s a i d ,

think you have eternal life; and these are they which
test i fy of me” (John 5:39).

(2) We despise the Word when we study, but refuse to obey
it. God never intended His book to be simply good reading
material. He desires that it moves and influences lives, for it
is away of life. “For the commandment is alamp, and the
law is light; reproofs of instruction are the way of life”
(Proverbs 6:23). Therefore, we must do the things contained
in the Word. James wrote, “But be doers of the word, and
not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. But he who looks
into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is
not aforgetful hearer but adoer of the work, this one will
be blessed in what he does” (James 1:22,25).

You search the Scr ip tures , fo r in them you
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(3) We despise the Word if man-made doctrines are substituted.
Some seem to think that they can improve upon the Word by
their additions and subtractions, but they are wrong. There are
so many warnings against changing God’s Word. “But even if
we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you
than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed"
(Galatians 1:8). “Whoever transgresses and does not abide
in the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides
in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son”
(2 John 9). “For if Ipreach the gospel, Ihave nothing to boast
of, for necessity is laid upon me; yes, woe is me if Ido not
preach the gospel!” (1 Corinthians 9:16).

The greatest warning against despising the Word by adding
man-made doctrines comes from Jesus: “And in vain they
worship Me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of
men” (Matthew 15:9).

“Nobody ever outgrows scriptures; the book widens and
deepens with our years” (Spurgeon).

9 0



T H E W A Y O F T H E U N F A I T H F U L I S H A R D -
P r o v e r b s 1 3 : 1 5

Devotional 46
"Good understanding gains favor, but the way of

the unfa i th fu l i s hard” (Proverbs 13:15) .
The devil has deceived mil l ions to believe (over the centuries)

that sin is the easy way, and when one sins, he has freedom
and can do as he pleases. What the devil fails to relate is the
fact that freedom in sin brings slavery. The young man in the
parable of the prodigal son, left home and went to afar country
seeking freedom. He obtained his inheritance, and in afar
country wasted it in wild living. He turned his back on home
with all i ts restrict ions—he went al l out for freedom! Did he find
it—did he find happiness? Let the Bible answer: "But when
he had spent all, there arose asevere famine in that land,
and he began to be in want. Then he went and joined
himself to acitizen of that country, and he sent him into
his fields to feed swine” (Luke 15:14,15).

He lost the very thing he went out to seek. At this point he
was ready to return home as one of his father’s servants. Before
leaving home he said, "Give me the portion of goods that
falls to me,” but after his experience with sin he said, "Make
me l ike one of your h i red servants.”

Can you begin to imagine the amount of pain and suffering
that come to our lives today because of sin? Physical bodies
are destroyed, mental attitudes become sick, homes are
destroyed or become unhappy, and guilt pains are carried
because of sin. This is not to say that all suffering comes from
our sins, because those who are closest to God, still have
diseases and pain. However, be assured that there is so much
pain that is self-inflicted because of sin. Therefore, it is true
that the way of the unfaithful is hard even in this life.
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At this point, may we be reminded of another truth. The way
of the unfaithful does not begin and end with this life. God’s Word
reveals that His most severe punishment comes after death—
eternally! “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for
whatever aman sows, that he will also reap. For he who
sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he
who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life"
(Galat ians 6:7,8).

There are those who try to discredit the idea of eternal
punishment, but to do so is to discredit the Bible. If you believe
the Lord Jesus offers salvation to the saved, you must believe that
He promises eternal destruction to those who are not saved! For
Jesus taught both principles! TTuly, the way of the unfaithful is
h a r d !

“When the world dissolves, all places will be hell that are
not heaven” (Mar lowe).
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E N V I R O N M E N T I S I M P O R T A N T -
P r o v e r b s 1 3 : 2 0

evotionalEi

H e w h o w a l k s w i t h w i s e m e n w i l l b e w i s e , b u t t h e
companion of fools wil l be destroyed” (Proverbs
1 3 : 2 0 ) .

Solomon is saying in this proverb that environment is
important: agood environment can help, and apoor one can
harm. This is atruth that most of us know from experience,
f o r w e b e c o m e l i k e o u r e n v i r o n m e n t .

“A story is told of aman who had acanary which sang
sweetly. When summer came, the man thought it was apity
to keep the canary indoors, so he hung its cage out in atree
in his yard.

This tree was frequented by sparrows in great numbers.
Before long the canary’s song lost much of its sweetness, and
by the end of summer it couldn’t sing like acanary any more
at all. All it could do was twitter like an English sparrow. It had
spent the summer in bad company, and it had become like
them, and so had lost its finest gift” (Halloek).

Why did Peter deny his Lord three times? Many reasons have
been given; however, the one that seems to set the stage for all
others is the faet that he joined the eompany of the enemies.

But Peter followed him at adistance, right into the court¬
yard of the high priest. And he sat with the servants and
warmed himself at the fire” (Mark 14:54). By getting away
from Jesus and into the eompany of the enemy, it became a
temptation to deny Him.

Our children will grow up to be like their home environment.
We may tell them not to imitate the things that are evil, but
more than likely, they will. If the environment is good, the
changes are great that they will seek the good. Also their

i t
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environment away from home is important, but we may not be
able to always control this. However, if they have had the right
influence at home, they can overcome much evil from outside.

The true answer to good environment is Christianity lived in
its purity. The Christian family not only sets the proper
environment at home, but the church lends ahelping hand. This
is done from the pulpit, Bible classes, and Christian fellowship.
Thus, the proper environment must begin with parents. If we will
keep our lives (as much as possible) from evil influence, then we
can better help our children.

Therefore, we can see that one’s environment is aforceful thing.
It can make or break our lives, it can help us stay close to Christ,
or it can drive us away. Will you seek aricher environment?

“The life ofafaithful Christian man is aguide to paradise”
(Kempis) .
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D I S C I P L I N E O F C H I L D R E N - P r o v e r b s 1 3 : 2 4

Devotional 48
“He who spares his rod hates his son, but he who

loves h im d isc ip l i nes h im p rompt l y " (P roverbs
1 3 : 2 4 ) .

Here Solomon is speaking of discipline in the sense of
physical punishment. This is not the only form of discipline,
but it is (in many cases) an effective one. There are two major
ways this type of discipline for children has been abused. (1)
There are parents who totally spare the rod. They talk and
scream at their children, but never apply the rod. In the words
of this text, Solomon says that “He who spares his rod hates
his son." Why is this true? Because this son will grow up
unable to cope with life. He will not know the true meaning
of self-discipline, because he was never trained. Solomon
further advises: “Chasten your son while there is hope, and
do not set your heart on his destruction. Foolishness is
bound up in the heart of achild, but the rod of correction
will drive it far from him. The rod and reproof give
wisdom, but achild left to himself brings shame to his
mother. Correct your son, and he will give you rest; yes,
he will give delight to your soul" (Proverbs 19:18; 22:15;
29:15,17). Therefore, those who refuse to discipline their
children, those who fail to physically punish them, abuse the
God-given principle of discipline.

(2) Another form to discipline abuse is to render physical
punishment in an excessive manner, and for the wrong
purpose. We certainly can have no respect for those who
practice child abuse. Not only is this harmful to the child’s
health and training, but it is contrary to God’s will. Physical
punishment should always be done out of love and concern for
t h e c h i l d .
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One of my college professors told this experience. He and his
family were visiting his mother. His little boy kept going around
in the yard turning over the watering containers for the chickens.
After the first time, this father talked to his little boy and
explained that he should not do this again. “If you do, daddy will
have to punish you.” Ashort time later, the little fellow disobeyed
and turned all of them over. The father took him by the hand
and said, “Let’s go behind the barn. I’m going to spank you.” As
they started out, the boy said, “Daddy, Iwon’t every turn them
over again.” The father said, “I hope you won’t, but Istill must
spank you.” They went afew steps further and again he said:
“Daddy, I’m sorry Idisobeyed you.” The dad replied, “I’m glad
you feel that way, but Imust still give you that spanking.” As
alast plea, the little boy stopped his dad, looked up into his face
and said, “Dad, Isure do love you.”

Almost unable to hold back the tears, he said, “Son, Ilove you,
too and that is why Imust punish you.” He gave him agood
spanking, but he said it was the hardest thing he had ever done.
This little fellow experienced discipline with love. This is the only
kind that God accepts today.

"Someone says, ‘Boys will be boys;’ he forgets to add,
‘Boys will be men.’
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M O C K I N G A T S I N - P r o v e r b s 1 4 : 9

evotional 49i

Fools mock at sin, but among the upright there is
favor " (Proverbs 14 :9 ) .
Sin is the most deceptive thing in the world because it comes

from the devil who is aliar and very crafty. Most people do not
take sin seriously. They look at it and see only the allurement,
but should the veil of deception be removed, they would see
pain, misery, and death. We like to categorize sins into “little,”
“big,” and “grievous.” Some sins we even feel are not so bad.
Don’ t be deceived, for a l l s ins (even those we consider smal l )
are deadly. Someone has rightfully said, “Change asingle line
of aportrait, and you will destroy the likeness. So asingle sin
will destroy our likeness to God.” The wages of sin never change
with the passing of years—it is always death (Romans 6:23).
It has always been true, and is still so today, that if we sow to
the flesh, we will reap corruption (Galatians 6:8).

When one makes sport of sin and does not recognize its
ability to destroy, he will soon be overcome. Sin, like the
octopus, has many tentacles, and one by one each of these
winds itself until the victim is totally bound. As one writer
describes it: “The cruel tentacle of one transgression is quickly
followed by others, if the first is permitted to get agrip upon
its victim” (Hugo). Thus, we can see that the further one goes
into sin, the more he will be tempted to remain. “Sin is never
at astay: if we do not retreat from it, we shall advance in it;
and the further on we go the more we have to come back”
( B o r r o w ) .

Just think of the millions who believe that alife of sin brings
supreme happiness! They believe that to invest in sin is their
greatest bargain. They are wrong, in fact, they are dead wrong!

« <
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Atwelve-year old boy was talking to aerippled, old man who
was sitting on the park beneh. The boy asked, “How eome you
are crippled?” The man replied, “A twelve-year old boy did this
to me!” Immediately the boy became all eyes and ears -this was
his age! “Yes,” said the man, “When Iwas twelve years old, 1
began to use tobacco; now my lungs do not work properly. Afew
years later, Ibegan to drink beer and then whisky; that damaged
my brain. Along with the drinking and smoking, Ibegan to
gamble. Now 1have nothing to my name; 1lost everything; Iam
apoor, broken-down old man. Yes, sir; atwelve-year old boy did
th is to me” (Church News le t te r ) .

The next time you are tempted to view sin as apleasant
enjoyable experience, take acloser look and see adeadly,
poisonous serpent ready to strike.

H e t h a t h a t h s l i g h t t h o u g h t o f s i n n e v e r h a d g r e a t
thoughts of God” (Owen).

i f
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T H E W A Y O F D E A T H - P r o v e r b s 1 4 : 1 2

evotional 50d

“There is away that seems r ight to aman, but i ts
end is the way of death" (Proverbs 14:12).
This is considered to be one of the most serious warnings

in the Bible. In fact, “a way that seems right” represents a
leading doctrine of the devil. Have you not heard it said often
that it doesn’t matter what you believe in religion, just so you
a r e h o n e s t a n d s i n c e r e ? B e a s s u r e d , i t d o e s m a t t e r t o G o d ! J u s t

because areligion seems right, does not make it right. Solomon
said, “But i ts end is the way of death!”

As Jesus pictured the Judgment Day, He described those
who will plead with Him based on the works they have done.
However, their works will not be according to the will of the
Father, and they will be lost. Jesus said: “Many will say to
me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in your
name, cas t ou t demons in you r name, and done many
wonders in your name?’ And then Iwi l l declare to them,
‘1 neve r knew you ; depa r t f r om me , you who p rac t i ce
lawlessness!’ ”(Matthew 7:22,23). Why were these rejected?
Just before speaking of these evil doers, Jesus said, “Not
everyone who says to me, ‘Lord , Lord , ’ sha l l en te r the
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of my Father
in heaven” (Matthew 7:21). These had prophesied, had driven
out demons, and had even performed miracles (at least this is
what they could claim). However, they had not done these
according to the will of the Father. Their way had seemed right
to them, but it will bring death at the Judgment.

Some may consider the Lord unjust for being this strict, but
we don’t feel this way when it comes to His laws of nature.
Suppose aglass of mi lk is set before aman to dr ink that
contains deadly poison. However, the man is told that this milk
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is 100% pure. He sincerely believes this and drinks it all, but in
afew seconds he dies! Why? Because he violated alaw of nature.
All of his honesty and sincerity did not keep the poison from
killing him, because poison is no respecter of persons. The same
God who made the laws of nature, made the spiritual laws. His
way is based on love, but God insists that we obey Him. It is not
enough for one’s religion to seem right, it must be right.

Have you obeyed the commandments that the Lord has asked
you to obey to become aChristian? Are you worshipping Him
aecording to His teaching? In short, are you following His way?
The way of man may seem right, but in the end it leads to death.

"Doing the will of God leaves me no time for disputing
about His p lans” (McDonald) .
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E N V Y , R O T T E N N E S S O F T H E B O N E S -
P r o v e r b s 1 4 : 3 0

evoti IE 7d

A s o u n d h e a r t i s l i f e t o t h e b o d y, b u t e n v y i s
rot tenness to the bones” (Proverbs 14:30).

The wise man in this short passage describes two conditions
of the heart. One is at peace and happy while the other is full
of envy and corruption. When there is envy, all peace is driven
from the heart. The expression, “Rottenness to the bones
is astrong illustration. Our bodies depend on good sound bones
for health. Envy then, destroys the man! It certainly brings
more harm to the one who has envy, than to the one being
e n v i e d .

Abeaut i fu l character of the Old Testament was Joseph.
Among the many arrows that were shot at him was one called
envy. His father loved him and recognized his greatness, and
favored him by giving him acoat of many colors. Although it
was not intended, this brought the fiery arrow of envy from
Joseph’s brothers. The longer they observed his goodness, the
more envy rotted their bones. Finally they reached the point
to desire murder. Reuben, however, pled for his life and they
placed Joseph in apit, but this did not stop their envy. For later
on, they sold him into slavery and devised aplot to deceive their
father. Surely Jacob, his father, spoke the truth in later years
when he said of Joseph: “The archers have bitterly grieved
him, shot at h im, and hated h im” (Genesis 49:23) .

Even the definition of envy suggests rottenness to the bones.
It means: “To feel displeasure at the excellence or prosperity
of another: to grudge: to have malice: or illwill” (Webster). Envy
destroys all peace of mind.

Do you have envy in your heart? If you answer yes, do you
feel that you can be happy if it remains there? Be assured, no
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person can have happiness with envy. Solomon later speaks of
the sin of envy and jealousy: “Wrath is cruel and anger a
torrent, but who is able to stand before jealousy?’’ (Proverbs
27:4). The answer implied is “None can stand!” James makes
th is s ta tement : “For where envy and se l f -seek ing ex is t ,
confusion and every evil thing will be there" (James 3:16).
I t i s obv ious then , t ha t one canno t be aChr i s t i an and ha rbo r
e n v y .

It is true that in our weaker moments, envjy may appear, but
we can drive it out. This may not be easy, but once we realize
fully that there can be no peace of heart where envy dwells, we
will find away to remove it.

“Envy has no other qual i ty but that of detract ing f rom
vi r tue" (L ivu) .
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H O P E I N D E A T H - P r o v e r b s 1 4 : 3 2

evotional 52Tji

‘‘The wicked is banished in his wickedness, but the
righteous has arefuge in his death’’ (Proverbs 14:32).

Death is asubject we like to avoid, but it is in our midst daily
just as surely as life. In our more serious moments, we might
think about dying someday, but even then we like to believe
that it is far into the future. Why is the thought of death so
painful? Why do we fear it so much? First of all, we fear death
because there is created in us the desire to l ive. It is therefore
natural to fight for life. However, this is not the fear implied in
this text. The fear that is really serious is that which comes
when awicked person faces death. This wicked one has trusted
his own strength, and now death will bring him down.

It is different with the righteous -even in death they have
arefuge. When Paul thought of dying, he spoke of “Having
adesire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better
(Philippians 1:23). “We are confident, yes, well pleased
rather to be absent from the body and to be present with
the Lord’’ (2 Corinthians 5:8). Paul had great hope for those
who die in the Lord. “But Ido not want you to be ignorant,
brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest
you sorrow as others who have no hope’’ (1 Thessalonians
4:13). When Paul thought of death for the Chr ist ian, he
thought of winning avictory. To the Corinthians he wrote: “So
when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this
mor ta l has pu t on immora l i t y, then sha l l be b rough t to
pass the saying that is written: ‘Death is swallowed up in
victory.’ But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Chr ist” (1 Cor inthians 15:54,57).

Death to the saved is life—everlasting life! The following
quotation is from aman with hope: “1 remember ayear ago
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when aman in this city said, ‘You have got to go to your death!’
Iwalked out to where Ilive, five miles out of this city, and 1looked
across at that mountain that 1love, and 1looked at the r iver in
which 1rejoice, and 1looked at the stately trees that are always
God’s own poetry to my soul. Then in the evening 1looked up
into the great sky where God was lighting His lamps, and 1said:
‘1 may not see you many more times, but. Mountain, Ishall be
alive when you are gone; and. River, 1shall be alive when you
cease running toward the sea; and. Stars, 1shall be alive when
you have fallen from your sockets in the great down-pulling of
t h e m a t e r i a l u n i v e r s e ! ”

Yes, the righteous have arefuge in death.
"This world is the land of the dying; the next is the land

of the l iv ing” (Tryon Edwards).
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R I G H T E O U S N E S S E X A L T S A N A T I O N -
P r o v e r b s 1 4 : 3 4

evotionalIi

R i g h t e o u s n e s s e x a l t s a n a t i o n , b u t s i n i s a
reproach to any people” (Proverbs 14:34).

M o r e t r u t h f u l w o r d s c o u l d n o t b e w r i t t e n . T h i s t r u t h i s n o t

only recorded here, but is i l lustrated throughout the Bible.
There is areason why r ighteousness exal ts anat ion. I t is
exalted because such anation pleases God. It is both abiblical
a n d h i s t o r i c a l f a c t t h a t G o d h a s b l e s s e d n a t i o n s t h a t w e r e

r ighteous. The h is tory o f Amer ica a lmost s taggers one’s
imagination when considering how God has blessed her. Our
forefathers founded this nation on principles of righteousness
as they called upon God’s blessings. God has truly blessed us
a n d c o n t i n u e s t o d o s o . M i l l i o n s i n A m e r i c a s t i l l b e l i e v e t h a t

God is providentially guiding this nation.
Benjamin Franklin expressed it correctly at the Constitution¬

al Convention when he said: “I have lived, sir, along time and
the longer Ilive the more convincing proof Isee of this truth
that God governs in the affairs of men. If asparrow cannot fall
without His notice, is it possible that an empire can rise without
H i s a i d ? ”

Yes, God has blessed America, but we must never forget the
last part of this text. After declaring that righteousness exalts
anation, he adds, “But sin is areproach to any people.” Be
assured that if we continue to leave His righteousness and
plunge ourselves into sin. He will withdraw His blessings. Some
may feel, “O, God would never turn against America!” He
turned against the holy city of Jerusalem, and against the
n a t i o n o f J u d a h b e c a u s e o f s i n . C o n s i d e r t h e w o r d s o f I s a i a h

against Judah and Jerusalem:

1 0 5



“How the faithful city has become aharlot! It was full of
justice; righteousness lodged in it, but now murderers. Your
silver has become dross, your wine mixed with water. Your
princes are rebellious, and companions of thieves; everyone
loves bribes, andfollows after rewards. They do not defend
the fatherless, nor does the cause of the widow come before
them. Therefore the Lord says. The LORD of hosts, the
Mighty One of Israel, Ah, Iwill rid myself of my adversaries,
and take vengeance on my enemies. Iwill turn my hand
against you, and thoroughly purge away your dross, and
take away all your alloy. Iwill restore your judges as at the

first, and your counselors as at the beginning. Afterward
you shall be called the city of righteousness, the faithful
city” (Isaiah 1:21-26). Do some of these problems sound
modern? Has God changed?

If America wants God to continue His blessings, we must turn
to righteousness!

“God is acircle whose center is everywhere, and its
circumference nowhere" (Empedocles).
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T H E E Y E S O F T H E L O R D - P r o v e r b s 1 5 : 3

evotional 54d

“The eyes of the LORD are in every place, keeping
watch on the evi l and the good" (Proverbs 15:3).

This is atruth that most people will not take seriously. They
may admit that it is true, but live as though it is false.
Somewhere down in our hearts we may feel that we can hide
f r o m G o d .

The story is told of afather (with afive year old boy) who
was known for stealing. Each evening about dusk, he would
leave his son alone, and would go out to steal. One evening,
without the father’s knowledge, the little boy followed him. The
man went to aneighbor’s corn crib and the little boy watched
him through aknot hole. Before filling his sack with corn, he
looked to the r ight , le f t , in f ront , and behind h im, then
hurriedly began to fill his sack. Can you imagine the emotions
of this father when his son said through the knot hole; “Dad,
you forgot to look up!”

Why had he looked in all directions except up? Because he
didn’t fully believe that the Lord’s eyes were on him. You see,
we are sometimes successful in hiding from our fellowman, and
we get to thinking that we can hide from God. However, this
is impossible, for the eyes of the LORD are everywhere!

J e s u s m u s t h a v e h a d t h i s i n m i n d w h e n H e s a i d : “ A n d t h i s

i s t h e c o n d e m n a t i o n , t h a t t h e l i g h t h a s c o m e i n t o t h e
world, and men loved darkness rather than l ight, because
their deeds were evil” (John 3:19). These described by the
Lord thought they could hide their evil deeds with darkness.
Jesus further comments on this subject when He said; “For
everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come
to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed” (John 3:20).
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These are deceived in thinking they can hide from God—even
i n t h e b l a c k e s t o f d a r k n e s s .

David learned, during the course of his experience with sin,
that there is no place above, below or in between in which one
may hide from God. “Where can Igo from your Spirit? Or
where can Iflee from your presence? If Iascend into heaven,
you are there; If Imake my bed in hell, behold, you are there.
If Itake the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost
parts of the sea, even there your hand shall lead me, and
your right hand shall hold me. If Isay, ‘Surely the darkness
shall fall on me,’ Even the night shall be light about me;
indeed, the darkness shall not hide from you, but the night
shines as the day; the darkness and the light are both alike
to you” (Psalm 139:7-12).

Be assured, though, that the same eyes of God that see the evil,
also see the good.

“He who sins against men may fear discovery, but he who
sins against God is sure of it” (Jones).
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P R A Y E R T H A T D E L I G H T S T H E L O R D -
P r o v e r b s 1 5 : 8

i

“The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to
the LORD, but the prayer of the upright is his delight”
(Proverbs 15:8) .
There are many prayers offered to God, but not all please

Him. Some are prayed without faith, but James says of such;
“For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything
from the Lord” (James 1:7). Some pray to be seen of men.
Jesus said; “Assuredly, Isay to you, they have their
reward” (Matthew 6:5). Some live purposefully alife of sin,
and then pray when in trouble. The Bible teaches; “Now we
know that God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is a
worshiper of God and does his will, he hears him” (John
9 : 3 1 ) .

There is perhaps nothing that has been abused more than
prayer. Many seem to have the idea that God does not have any
restrictions on prayer, but He does. To those who are God’s
children, who are seeking to do His will; living their lives by
faith and walking uprightly, prayer is so important. This is what
pleases God. To show you how much importance Jesus placed
on prayer, out of the one hundred and eleven verses in the
sermon on the mount. He devoted eighteen directly to prayer.
Therefore, the heart of this great sermon is prayer.

Prayer that pleases God is one of God’s greatest blessings
upon mankind. This is emphasized when we consider the real

for prayer. An elderly woman, who was known to spendr e a s o n s

much time in prayer, was asked one day by askeptic, ‘"Why
do you pray?” The woman replied, “There are three simple
reasons. First, 1am so weak. Second, 1need God’s help, and
finally, God does help me when 1pray.” Greater reasons could
not be given.
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Do your prayers please God? Does He consider you upright in
your life? The closer we are to God, and the greater our faith is
in Him, the more prayer will mean to us. Then our prayers will
be in behalf of others as well as ourselves.

An unknown author penned this prayer; “Lord, help me to live
from day to day/ In such aself-forgetful way/ That even when 1
kneel to pray/ My prayers will be for others./ Help me in all the
work 1do/ To ever be sincere and true,/ And know that all Ido
for you/ Must needs be done for others./ And when my work on
earth is done,/ And my new work in heaven’s begun,/ May Iforget
the crown I’ve won/ While thinking still of others./ Others, Lord,
yes others./ Let this my motto be,/ Help me to live for others/ That
Imay live like Thee.’’

Yes, the prayer of the upright pleases God.
“Prayer is the wing wherewith the soul flies to heaven”

(Ambrose) .
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A C H E E R F U L H E A R T - P r o v e r b s 1 5 : 1 3 ; 1 7 : 2 2

evotUmalEd

"A merry heart makes acheerful countenance, but
by sorrow of the heart the spirit is broken. Amerry
heart does good, like medicine, but abroken spirit
dr ies the bones” (Proverbs 15:13; 17:22).

It is aproven fact that the way we feel in our hearts (our inner
selves) affects our health. Thus, our countenance tells what is
in the heart. Solomon is saying that laughter is agood
medicine, and that happiness improves one’s health. Assuming
that we accept this concept, the question might be raised, “How
does one obtain this happiness and laughtef?” It must begin
with the heart! You could wear your face muscles out forcing
smiles and laughter, but all would fail without the heart.

Since the heart is so important to true happiness, what is
it? The heart, as Solomon uses it, is the mind, emotions, and
will. Thus, the inner person. When we are happy in the heart,
it can’t be hidden on the outside. How does one make the inner
person happy? Let’s consider afew suggestions:

(1) Get your priorities right about your life. What is your
purpose in life? What is important to you? This will keep all
the trivial matters from destroying your happiness.

(2) Lift your sight above yourself and this life. This is so
important since so many things of this life bring pain and dis¬
appointment. If we focus only on self and physical things, when
they let us down, we have nothing left for happiness. The
Christians of the first century could rejoice even when beaten,
imprisoned, and persecuted. Why? Because they looked beyond
self and earthly circumstances for happiness.

The Psalmist David learned this: “I WILL lift up my eyes
to the hills—From whence comes my help? My help comes
from the LORD, who made heaven and earth” (Psalm
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121:1,2). Therefore, because he lifted his eyes to the hills (to the
Lord) he could say at death: “Tea, though Iwalk through the
valley of the shadow of death, Iwill fear no evil; for you are
with me" (Psalm 23:4).

(3) Tb make the inner person happy, one should avoid
selfishness. It is right to respect self, but too much concern for
self, without any concern for others, brings unhappiness. It is not
easy to follow the commandment to love our neighbor as ourself,
but it gives us agreat feeling,

(4) Plan to be happy. When you feel sad, work to turn things
around. Seek happiness, but never seek the wrong kind. Never
do those things that are wrong, because any happiness found
this way will be short-lived.

‘‘It is not how much we have, but how much we enjoy,
that makes happiness” (Spurgeon).
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L O V E I S B E T T E R T H A N W E A L T H

P r o v e r b s 1 5 : 1 6 , 1 7

evotional 57Ed

“Better is a l i t t le wi th the fear o f the LORD, than
great treasure with trouble. Better is adinner of herbs
w h e r e l o v e i s , t h a n a f a t t e d c a l f w i t h h a t r e d ”
( P r o v e r b s 1 5 : 1 6 , 1 7 ) .

Millions have not leeirned the real meaning of love. They seem
to think that wealth (with the glitter of gold) will satisfy even
without love, but they are mistaken. Love is an ingredient that
supersedes all others because God is love. Those who struggle
for happiness without love will come up empty. Love is so
important that it must have priority in our religion, marriage,
home, and f r iends. When Jesus was asked about the firs t and
greatest commandment. He answered, “You shal l love the
LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and
with al l your mind. . .And the second is l ike i t : You shall
l ove your ne ighbor as yourse l f ” (Mat thew 22 :37 ,39) .

There are those today who are questioning God’s arrange¬
m e n t f o r t h e h u s b a n d t o b e t h e h e a d o f t h e w i f e : “ F o r t h e

husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the
church; and he is the Savior of the body” (Ephesians 5:23).
However, th is is aper fect arrangement when verse 25 is
considered: “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also
l o v e d t h e c h u r c h a n d g a v e h i m s e l f f o r i t . ” T h o s e w h o
usually complain about the husband being the head are those
who are not loved. When there is the proper love, she will not
hesitate to obey God’s admonition: “Wives, submit to your
own husbands, as to the Lord” (Ephes ians 5 :22) . When
husbands love their wives as their own bodies, (Ephesians
5:28), they will not abuse their headship.
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There are those today who are crying for equal r ights
concerning husbands and wives, and they would try to make us
bel ieve that the major i ty of women are unhappy in their
relationship with their husbands. However, they overlook the fact
t h a t t h e r e a r e t h o u s a n d s o f w i v e s w i t h h u s b a n d s w h o l o v e t h e m .

They have their God-given rights as women, and are very
impor tant to the i r husbands and ch i ldren. A l though the i r
husbands watch over them, protect them, and provide for them,
they feel happy because of the presence of love.

Be assured that any type of arrangement wil l not bring
happiness when love is absent. The apostle Paul declares that
even the major principles of religion will fall without love.
“Though Ispeak with the tongues of men and of angels, but
h a v e n o t l o v e , I h a v e b e c o m e a s s o u n d i n g b r a s s o r a
clanging cymbal . And though Ihave the gi f t of prophecy,
a n d u n d e r s t a n d a l l m y s t e r i e s a n d a l l k n o w l e d g e , a n d
though Ihave al l fa i th, so that Icould remove mountains,
but have not love, Iam nothing” (1 Cor inthians 13:1,2).

“The heart of him who truly loves is aparadise on earth;
he has God in himself, for God is love” (Lamennais).

1 1 4



T H E P A T H O F L I F E - P r o v e r b s 1 5 : 2 4

evotional 58d

The way of life winds upward for the wise, that he
may tu rn away f rom he l l be low” (Proverbs 15 :24) .

Here, Solomon is saying that one either chooses the path of
life upward or he goes downward to hell. It becomes obvious
that only two ways are presented—either up or down, life or
hell! Throughout the centuries, many have tried to invent a
third way. They desire to walk with one foot on the path of sin,
and the other on righteousness. They do not wish to go all out
for the devil, neither do they wish to go all out for the Lord.
The Lord does not recognize this type of walk. The path either
leads upward or downward, either to life or death. In the words
of Jesus: “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and
broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are
many who go in by it. Because narrow is the gate and
difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few
who find i t . . .He who is not with me is against me, and
he who does not gather with me scatters abroad” (Matthew
7 : 1 3 , 1 4 ; 1 2 : 3 0 ) .

When Eve was tempted in the Garden of Eden, she had to
d e c i d e w h i c h d i r e c t i o n t o l o o k . O n t h e o n e h a n d w a s G o d

u p w a r d , a n d o n t h e o t h e r , t h e d e v i l d o w n w a r d . G o d
c o m m a n d e d h e r n o t t o e a t t h e f o r b i d d e n f r u i t , t h e d e v i l t o l d
her it was profitable to eat. God told her it would bring death,
the devil told her it would bring abetter life. This first couple
looked in the wrong direction!

Among the many things accomplished when we choose the
path of life upward, is that we avoid going downward. It is
certainly great to anticipate the joys of heaven, but it is also
great to anticipate missing the punishment of hell. Since the
path upward brings life, it follows that the path downward

i t
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brings death. Why does the path upward bring life? Because this
path brings one to Jesus who is life! Jesus said to Thomas: “I
am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me" (John 14:6).

“Sir John Lubbock, lecturing once on ‘The Fall of the Leaf,’ ”
brought into the lecture room the branch of atree. The dead
leaves were still hanging on it, though it was spring and the
branch was cut off in the autumn. They had not fallen off because
there was no new, living sap coursing through the branch to push
t h e m o f f I t i s t h e c u r r e n t o f n e w l i f e f r o m J e s u s C h r i s t t h a t a l o n e

can push off bad habits from our lives, and enable us to bear
leaves and flowers emd frui t ” (Peloubet) .

Which path are you following? Upward or downward.
"One life; alittle gleam of time between two eternities; no

second chance for us forever more" (Carlyle).
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T H E S I L V E R - H A I R E D H E A D
A C R O W N O F G L O R Y - P r o v e r b s 1 6 : 3 1

evotional 59Ed

“The si lver-haired head is acrown of glory, i f i t is
found in the way of r ighteousness” (Proverbs 16:31).
Millions grow old faster because they worry about growing

old. Why do so many worry about growing old? Because they
never stop to consider their many blessings from their extended
life. They see only the bad, without seeing the good! Yes, it is
true that old age brings its weaknesses and infirmities, but it
also brings its share of blessings. It is so important that we
recognize these blessings, because we can never turn time back
to youth. George Burns may sing: “I wish Iwas eighteen again,”
but as he sings, he gets older! We may seek the fountain of
youth, but it does not exist in this life. Therefore, we must learn
to grow old gracefully as we count our many blessings. Please
consider some of the blessings that can be found with the
s i l v e r - h a i r e d h e a d :

(1) Those of old age have been given many years to live. Just
think of the hundreds of people whom they have seen die
young. Some were cut off in youth, while others in the prime
of manhood and womanhood. They have been permitted to see
the changing of seasons with all of nature’s splendor and glory
many, many times. At least the majority, have been able to
watch their precious children grow up to have their own homes
and children. So many have known the thrill of being with their
grandchildren. Even though some can talk for hours about
their past, there are still so many joys that they have forgotten.

(2) They have had time and opportunity to serve the God who
m a d e a n d s u s t a i n s t h e m . S o l o m o n d e s c r i b e s t h e s i l v e r - h a i r e d

head as ac rown o f g l o r y, “ i f i t i s f ound i n t he way o f
righteousness.” Here is the secret! What you are, and your
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relationship to God today will determine what kind of old person
you will be. Have you ever heard someone ask: “1 wonder what
kind of old man or woman 1will be?” That’s easy! Just look at
your life while young. It is amistake to believe that godliness is
only for the elderly. Thus, if you want to be kind, gentle,
compatible, and spiritual when old, then grow that way from
youth.

(3) Those who are old have had time to prepare for eternal glory.
Even though old age brings feebleness and death, to the godly,
it also brings eternal life. The aged who die godly will never
get old again. "Even though our outward man is perishing,
yet the inward man is being renewed day by day”
(2 Corinthians 4:16).

What is your attitude toward growing old? How do you feel
about the silver-haired head? Do you consider it acurse
crown of glory? Follow the way of righteousness, and it will be
acrown of glory!

"In old age life’s shadows are meeting eternity’s day"
(Adam Clark) .

o r a
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F I G H T I N G A N A N G R Y B E A R - P r o v e r b s 1 7 : 1 2

evotionalEd

“Let aman meet abear robbed of her cubs, rather
than a foot in h is fo l l y ” (Proverbs 17:12) .
This is the wise man’s way of illustrating how dangerous and

destructive is the fool. Most of us would fear meeting an angry
bear robbed of her cubs because such meeting could mean
death. However, we usually are not all that concerned about
the folly of afool. The Bible has much to say about the fool and
his ways, and in this devotional message, may we look at some
B i b l e f o o l s .

One is afool who gives all his energy and time to earthly
things without any thought for God and eternity. Jesus
described such afool (Luke 12:15-20). Here He tells of arich
farmer who made a f ru i t fu l c rop , and p lanned h is fu tu re
without God. After anticipating new and bigger barns for his
grain, he said to himself: “‘Soul, you have many goods laid
up fo r many years ; take your ease ; ea t , d r ink , and be
merry.’ But God said to him, ‘You fool! This night your soul
wi l l be required to you; then whose wi l l those things be
which you have prov ided?’ (vs . 19,20) .

This example is being lived over and over today by millions.
All their investments are in material things with no thought
of after death. This is indeed the folly of afool.

T h e B i b l e f u r t h e r d e fi n e s a f o o l a s o n e w h o d o e s n o t b e l i e v e

there is aGod. The Psalmist spoke of this in these words: “The
fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God’ ”(Psalm 14:1).
In making this declaration, he claims to be wise and advanced
beyond the thinking of the masses, but he is called afool. Why?
B e c a u s e h e i s b l i n d t o a l l t h e e v i d e n c e o f G o d f o u n d i n c r e a t i o n .

He foolishly claims that all the design, pattern, and intelligence
seen in nature, happened by chance. He foolishly reduces
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himself down to nothing more than ahighly sophisticated animal
having no soul or link with eternity. When he is someday brought
before God for judgment, he will recognize his folly.

Jesus classified those who disobey Him as fools. To make this
truth more forceful, He compared such to afoolish builder who
built his house on the sand. Such building is folly because it will
not withstand the storms of eternity. How foolish it would be for
one to spend his years on earth in disobedience, only to lose his
s o u l f o r e v e r !

Have you noticed that all of these Bible fools, and many others,
are destructive? They destroy faith, purpose, hope, and the
dignity of the human race. Yes, the angry bear robbed of her cubs
would be better than the folly of afool.

"A fool may have his coat embroidered with gold, but it
is afool ’s coat st i l l ” (Rivarol) .

1 2 0



A T R U E F R I E N D - P r o v e r b s 1 7 : 1 7

evotional 61E
‘‘A friend loves at all times, and abrother is born

fo r advers i t y ” (Proverbs 17 :17) .
One of the most beautiful words in the English language is

“Friendship,” and one of the true definitions for friendship is
given in this verse: “A friend loves at all times.” The greatest
fr iend that mankind has ever known is Jesus. The words to the

old song are correct: “WHAT AFRIEND WE HAVE IN JESUS.”
He was our friend when we were sinners. Paul recognized this
f a c t i n t h e s e w o r d s : ‘ ‘ B u t G o d d e m o n s t r a t e s H i s o w n l o v e
toward us, in that while we were stil l sinners, Christ died

for us” (Romans 5:8). Jesus not only claimed to be our friend,
bu t He demons t ra ted i t : ‘ ‘G rea te r l ove has no one t han t h i s ,
than to lay down one’s l i fe for his fr iends” (John 15:13).

What does i t take to be afr iend of Jesus? He has shown His
friendship, but is this sufficient? No, we must accept Him as
afr iend. In the next verse. He te l ls who are His f r iends: ‘ ‘You
are my fr iends i f you do whatever Icommand you” (John
15:14). Thus, we can see that friendship has two hands, each
hand reaching out to the other.

After seeing the perfect example of friendship in Jesus, we
can seek friendship with others. This too is arare Jewel among
the many treasures of life. Be assured that Solomon’s rule, “A
friend loves at all times,” applies to friendships today! Those
who claim to be your friends when the sun is shining, but
forsake you when the dark clouds gather, are not true friends.

Friendship is so important that it must also be found between
husbands and wives if there is true happiness. The Greek
language has several words for love—each having aspecial
meaning. The word eros means sexual attraction. The word
philia means friendship, and the word for unselfish service is
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agape. When considering the example of husbands and wives,
all three of these need to be present for happy, romantic love.
There is the sexual attraction, the close friendship, and the need
of serving each other. Therefore, you can see that friendship is
avery important part of our lives.

How does one make friends? There are many principles
involved in this, but Solomon lays down abasic one when he
writes: “A man who has friends must himself be friendly,
b u t t h e r e i s a f r i e n d w h o s t i c k s c l o s e r t h a n a b r o t h e r "
(Proverbs 18:24). He is saying, “Be afriend, and you will find
a f r i e n d . ”

“Let me live in ahouse by the side of the road and be a
friend to man" (Sam Walter Foss).
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C O N T R O L L I N G O l V E ’ S T E M P E R -
P r o v e r b s 1 7 : 2 8

evotionalL
“ E v e n a f o o l i s c o u n t e d w i s e w h e n h e h o l d s h i s

p e a c e ; w h e n h e s h u t s h i s l i p s , h e i s c o n s i d e r e d
percep t i ve” (Proverbs 17 :28) .
There is atime to speak and atime to keep silent, however,

the hardest of these to do is to keep silent. The old saying: “We
too often broadcast when we should be tuned in” is certainly
true. James says: “Therefore, my beloved brethren, let every
man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath” (James
1:19). Why do we fail often to keep silent? There may be many
reasons, but failing to control one’s temper tops the list. There
is no way of knowing the damage done by atemper burning
o u t o f c o n t r o l .

Solomon writes: “A man of great wrath will suffer punish¬
ment; for if you deliver him, you will have to do it again”
(Proverbs 19:19). Yes, there is aprice that must be paid by
those who refuse to control their tempers. Some have lost their
marriages, brutally harmed their children, destroyed friend¬
ships, and in some cases, committed murder. It has been said:
“More than half the difficulties of the world would be allayed
or removed by the exhibition of good temper” (Arthur Helps).
“Temper, if ungoverned, governs the whole man” (Shaftesbury).

Thus, we can see that the controlling of the temper will help
all, however, doing so is even more important for Christians.
There is no way we can be like Jesus, and follow the many
principles of Christianity without self-discipline in regard to
our temper. The Christian may occasionally slip and lose his
temper during aweak moment, but this will be the exception
a n d n o t t h e r u l e . T o b e a C h r i s t i a n m e a n s t h a t o n e h a s b e e n

converted. This change must also change one’s temper.
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As one writer put it: “Too many have no idea of the subjeetion
of their temper to the influenee of religion, and yet, what is
changed if the temper is not? If aman is apassionate, malicious,
resentful, sullen, moody, or morose after his conversion as before
it, what is he converted from or to? (John Angell James).

An uncontrollable temper causes people to do things that are
u n r e a s o n a b l e a n d d e s t r u c t i b l e . T h e r e w a s a m a n , w h e n I w a s
ateenager, who had anew 1934 model car. One day it stalled,
and he got out the crank and tried to start it. After making several
efforts with failure, he lost his temper, took that crank and beat
out the head lights, and beat large dents into the car. Who really
lost on that occasion? Yes, “a hot-tempered man must pay the
penalty.”

“If religion does nothing for your temper it has done
nothing for your soul” (Clayton).
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W O U N D S F R O M A G O S S I P - P r o v e r b s 1 8 : 8

evoHonalTji

“The words of atalebearer are like tasty trifles, and
they go down into the inmost body” (Proverbs 18:8).
It seems that Solomon is speaking here of the deep wounds

that are made by those who gossip. We are often told, “Don’t
pay that any attention, you know that person is agossip!”
However, this does not stop the words from doing damage.
Often scars are left from malicious words of gossip that never
completely heal. You have heard it said: “Sticks and stones may
break my bones, but words can never harm me!” This is one
of the biggest lies ever told. Words do harm us, and the wounds
last longer, many times, than those made with physical blows.

Our Lord Jesus had bitter enemies during His ministry. The
scribes and Pharisees followed Him daily seeking to harm Him.
We do not read where they made attacks physically, but rather
their blows were made by the improper use of the tongue. They
accused Him of teaching things that were wrong; they changed
figurative language into literal, and they even questioned His
motives. When He performed amiracle, they gave the devil
credit. Jesus was so strong that He met this opposition, but
who would deny that they used their tongues forcefully against
Him. Even though Jesus could resist them. He was human
enough to feel the pain!

Why do the words of agossip go so deeply?
(1) Because they speak lies. There is asense in which the

truth may hurt because we are proven guilty, but adifferent
kind of pain comes from lies. Others are being told that we are
guilty when we are not! This goes deep—this hurts. Agossip
session is nothing more than swapping lies.

(2) Because gossip is aform of rejection. We like to have
friends and be accepted, but those who are slandering our
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names with gossip are enemies, and their mission is to destroy.
As one writer put it: “The thoughtless tattling tongue often
murders the peace, and blights the good name of others, as surely
8md wickedly as if inflamed by malice” (C. Simmons).

(3) Because the words of gossip are secondhand. You can spot
gossip by looking for these phrases: “Have you heard?” “They
tell me;” “Keep this to yourself, but—;” “1 don’t believe aword
of it,” and “1 heard so-and-so say.” Thus, we are being discussed
from secondhand information. Remember, “they say” is the
biggest liar in the world!

Without doubt, the words of agossip go down to aman’s
inmost parts.

“Gossip is like aballoon—it grows bigger with every puff"
(Hodge).
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D O W N F A L L O R H O N O R ? - P r o v e r b s 1 8 : 1 2

evotional 64i

"Before destruction the heart of aman is haughty,
and before honor is humility” (Proverbs 18:12).
In this passage, Solomon is giving his readers achoice.

Choose pride and fall, or choose humility and receive honor.
From ahuman standpoint, the proud heart is appealing. We
are often tempted to lift ourselves up to ahigh position,
however, pride is afalse premise. It does not represent fact, but
rather PRETENSE, and this accounts for the downfall.

Notice that this sin of pride is in man’s heart. The word heart
(as used here) means the intellect, the will, the INNER being.
Thus, this sin goes deeply into one’s INNER being. The heart
can be abeautiful thing or it can destroy. The prophet Jeremiah
wrote of the heart: "The heart is deceitful above all things,
and desperately wicked; who can know it? I, the LORD,
search the heart, Itest the mind, even to give every man
according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his
do ings ” ( Je remiah 17 :9 ,10 ) .

To correct this heart problem, Solomon says: "And before
honor is humility.” Why does God see honor in humility? God
knows that beneath humility is courage. The world sees
humility and thinks of softness, but it never sees the courage.
Macartney illustrates it this way: “In some pathway through
adeep glow of the forest you have come upon ajutting rock,
covered with green moss, and through it there trickles atiny
cascade. Nothing on earth is softer than that moss, but when
you tear away the moss you come upon the cold, naked rock.”
Yes, underneath true humility is astrong rock of courage.

Jesus placed agreat emphasis on humility when He taught
that the greatest in His kingdom are those who have the
humility of alittle child. After setting alittle child in His midst
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He said: “Therefore whosever humbles himself as this little
child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew
1 8 : 4 ) .

The apostle Paul warned the Corinthian church: “And if
anyone thinks that he knows anything, he knows nothing
y e t a s h e o u g h t t o k n o w ” ( 1 C o r i n t h i a r i s 8 : 2 ) . To t h e
Phillppians: “Let nothing be done through selfish ambition
or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others
better than himself’ (Philippians 2:3).

Also the apostle Peter gave this instruction: “Therefore
humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that he
may exalt you in due time” (1 Peter 5:6).

Finally, James writes: “Therefore he says: ‘God resists the
proud, but gives grace to the humble” (James 4:6). Those
who choose humility, choose honor!

“Humility is—to make aright estimate of one’s self’
(Spurgeon) .
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L I F E A N D D E A T H I N T H E T O N G U E -
P r o v e r b s 1 8 : 2 1

evotional 65Ed

“Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and
those who love it wil l eat i ts fruit” (Proverbs 18:21).

Do you believe that the average person today recognizes the
power that is in the tongue for either good or bad? Evidently
not, or all would guard it more closely. Solomon is saying in
this verse that the tongue is so powerful that it can control life
and death! It would be interesting to know how many people
in history have lost their lives because of their tongue, and how
many have been saved by it. Words spoken by the tongue ean
destroy or build up; can bring death or life. Jesus must have
had this thought when He said; “But 1say to you that for
every id le word men may speak, they w i l l g ive account
of i t in the day of judgment. For by your words you wil l
be Just ified, and by your words you wi l l be condemned
( M a t t h e w 1 2 : 3 6 , 3 7 ) .

If we do not recognize the power of the tongue, we will never
make an effort to control it. Acontrolled tongue is not only kept
from evil, but is directed toward good. We have achoice as to
how we use our tongues. James writes that to control our
tongues is to control our whole bodies: “For we all stumble
in many things. I f anyone does not stumble in word, he
i s a p e r f e c t m a n , a b l e a l s o t o b r i d l e t h e w h o l e b o d y ”
(James 3:2). He illustrates this point by showing that just as
the small rudder controls alarge ship and the small bit controls
ahorse, so the little tongue controls our bodies.

Do you feel that you control your tongue, or does your tongue
control you? Is your tongue your enemy or friend? Let us train
ourselves daily to keep our tongues under control. When words
are of doubt, hold them back. As one writer expressed it: “Give

f t
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not thy tongue too great liberty, lest it take thee prisoner. Aword
unspoken is, like the sword in the seabbard, thine. If vented, thy
s w o r d i s i n a n o t h e r ’ s h a n d . I f t h o u d e s i r e t o b e h e l d w i s e , b e s o

wise as to hold thy tongue” (Quarles).
There are times, however, when the tongue should not be

stopped. For the tongue holds, not only death, but also life.
Solomon may have had in mind aperson on the witness stand,
or the defender of one’s life in court. On adaily basis, lives are
saved or lost in court by words. The beautiful side of this is that
the spoken truth has saved many lives. One does not need to go
to court, however, to give words that bring life. Our words (rightly
spoken) can bring hope and joy to many in this life. When we
share the words of truth from God’s Word, the words we speak
point to eternal life.

“If thou desire to be wise, be so wise as to hold thy tongue"
( L a v a t e r ) .
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A G O O D W I F E - A F A V O R F R O M G O D ■

P r o v e r b s 1 8 : 2 2 ; 1 9 : 1 3 , 1 4

evotional 66Ii

‘‘He who finds awife finds agood thing, and obtains
favor f rom the LORD” (Proverbs 18:22) .

‘ ‘A foo l i sh son is the ru in o f h is fa ther, and the
content ions of awife are acont inual dr ipping. Houses
a n d r i c h e s a r e a n i n h e r i t a n c e f r o m f a t h e r s , b u t a
prudent wife is from the LORD” (Proverbs 19:13,14).
I t i s o b v i o u s t o s e e f r o m t h e s e v e r s e s t h a t S o l o m o n b e l i e v e d

that agood wife was agreat possession, but acontentious wife
was aburden. This is not only true from the teaching of the
Bib le, but mi l l ions over the years have learned such by
experience. When God made woman for man and presented
her, He intended that she bring ablessing. Some of the most
beautiful pictures of the Bible are found in faithful wives, but
some of the ugliest pictures are found in those women who
plunged themselves into sin. Therefore, to be agood wife is a
God-given challenge, (for those women who seek marriage) and
is one of the ways that she can carry out God’s purpose.

There are two other reasons why awoman should be agood
w i f e ;

(1) She becomes agood wife to make her husband happy.
Many men are successful in the business world, but feel like
complete failures because their wives are contentious. In this
text, Solomon describes acontentious wife as acontinual drip¬
ping. Acontinual dripping of water over aperiod of time is
disturbing. Thus, the contentious wife can bring much mental
agony to her husband, but the wife who seeks to make her
husband happy will bring him joy, and all of his other successes
w i l l b e s w e e t e r .
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(2) Awoman should be agood wife because such brings
happiness to her own life. It is afact that when her husband is
happy, he will conduct himself in such away that his wife will
also be happy. When ahusband, wife, or both fail to be agood
companion, both will be unhappy.

Someone might say, “I'd be agood wife, but my husband
doesn’t deserve such.’’ Sadly, this is often true, however, please
remember, one poor wife plus one poor husband does not make
ahappy marriage. In fact, the wife who becomes contentious
because her husband does not measure up, makes him more evil.
Did you know that many undesirable husbands in character have
been turned around by good wives?

Again, Solomon says that the purpose for man finding agood
wife is to find that which is good, and he receives favor from the
Lord. Man certainly has his weaknesses, but agood wife can help
h im overcome these .

Good wives, wherever you are, never lose sight of the fact that
you are bringing favor from God.

“Of earthly goods, the best is agood wife; abad, the
bitterest curse of human life” (Simonides).
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A F A L S E W I T N E S S - P r o v e r b s 1 9 : 5 , 9

evotional 67Sd

“A fa l se w i tness w i l l no t go unpun ished , and he
who speaks l ies wi l l not escape” (Proverbs 19:5).
We live in asociety today where lying is taken lightly. The

reason for this sin is that millions do not believe that lying is
so wrong. Be assured though, that God hates alying tongue.
When He gave the basic Ten Commandments to guide His
people, Israel, God warned against the sin of bearing lalse
witness. Lying is of the devil (John 8:44), and is the number
one enemy to truth. When one engages in alie, he is as far from
God as he can go. In fact, it is impossible for God to tell alie
( H e b r e w s 6 : 1 8 ) .

Shortly after Christ established His church in Jerusalem, a
couple named Ananias and Sapphira lost their lives because
they lied to God. They sold some land and kept back aportion
while claiming to give all. Why did they lie? Peter told them
that “Satan fil led your heart to l ie to the Holy Spirit and
keep back part of the price of the land for yourself ’ (Acts
5 : 3 ) .

Lying may appear in various forms such as deceit, half-
truths, falsehoods, and hypocrisy, but to be afalse witness can
destroy another person’s reputation as well as his physical life.
It is wondered how many have been put to death or received
lifetime prison terms because of false witnesses! Afalse witness
declares that he saw something that never happened. His lie
may stand alone or may be entwined with truth, but in either
case, lying destroys. Alie usually does not exist alone, but calls
f o r a n o t h e r a n d a n o t h e r ! “ O n e l i e m u s t b e t h a t c h e d w i t h

another, or it will soon rain through” (Owen). Even our Lord
f e l t t h e h u r t f u l b l o w s o f f a l s e w i t n e s s e s . L i e s h a v e a s t h e i r

destiny death, and they continue to destroy long after they are
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told. “A lie, though it be killed and dead, can sting sometimes—
like adead wasp” (Mrs. Jameson).

In the eyes of man, lies come in all colors and sizes, but in God’s
eyes, they all are loaded with death, and He hates all of them
(Proverbs 6:17). Among the population of the eternal fires of hell
wi l l be al l l iars. When al ist of those who would burn in eternal

fire was given, liars were included. “But the cowardly,
unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral,
sorcerers, idolaters, and ALL LIARS shall have their part in
the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the
second death” (Revelation 21:8).

How do we deal with those who lie against us? Don’t retaliate
with another lie, but live in such away that nobody will believe
t h e m !

“A great lie is like agreat fish on dry land; it may fret and
fling, and make afrighful bother, but it cannot hurt you.
You have only to keep still and it will die of itself’ (Crabbe).
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T O O L A Z Y T O E A T - P r o v e r b s 1 9 : 2 4

evotional 68Ed

“A slothfu l man bur ies h is hand in the bowl , and
w i l l n o t s o m u c h a s b r i n g i t t o h i s m o u t h a g a i n ”
(Proverbs 19:24) .

You may have noticed that throughout the book of Proverbs,
Solomon has condemned the slothful or lazy person. In this
text he uses an extreme illustration as he speaks of one too lazy
to lift food to his mouth. Most lazy people may not go to this
extreme, but it is safe to say that the majority are too lazy to
e a r n t h e i r f o o d .

The New Testament also condemns the slothful by enjoining
the responsibil ity to work. Paul wrote: “For even when we
were with you, we commanded you this; If anyone will not
work, neither shal l he eat” (2 Thessalonians 3:10). ‘ ‘That
y o u a l s o a s p i r e t o l e a d a q u i e t l i f e , t o m i n d y o u r o w n
b u s i n e s s , a n d t o w o r k w i t h y o u r o w n h a n d s , a s w e
commanded you ” ( 1 Thessa lon ians 4 :11 ) .

Why is it so wrong to be lazy? Notice afew reasons:
(1) Success in this life depends on activity. “He who deals

w i t h a s l a c k h a n d b e c o m e s p o o r, b u t t h e h a n d o f t h e
di l igent makes one r ich. ” ‘ ‘A l i t t le s leep, a l i t t le s lumber,
alittle folding of the hands to sleep—so shall your poverty
come on you l ike arobber, and your need l ike an armed
m a n ” ( P r o v e r b s 1 0 : 4 ; 6 : 1 0 , 11 ) . T h e r e a r e t h o s e w h o h a v e
w e a l t h h a n d e d t o t h e m w i t h o u t e f f o r t , b u t t h i s i s n o t t h e

general rule. The majority must work with their hands.
(2) Happiness depends on working and providing for our

needs. Yes, most of us get tired of working at times, and dream
of lazy days of doing nothing, but too much of this would
become boring! We must feel needed in this life, and working
for self and family, helps. If we can work, but are too lazy to
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do so, we lose self-respect and this destroys happiness. “He who
tills his land will be satisfied with bread" (Proverbs 12:11).

(3) The Bible also teaches that we should work to be able to
share with those who are in need. Some are poor through no fault
of their own. It may be due to illness or difficulties beyond their
control. In such examples, Paul writes: ‘‘Let him who stole steal
no longer, but rather let him labor, working with his hands
what is good, that he may have something to give him who
has need" (Ephesians 4:28).

(4) Idleness promotes sin. When we are involved in work, we
have less time to engage in sinful things. In the church at
Thessa lon ica where some would not work , Pau l heard o f o ther
problems: ‘‘For we hear that there are some who walk among
you i n ad i so rde r l y manne r, no t wo rk ing a t a l l , bu t a re
busybodies” (2 Thessalonians 3:11) .

‘‘Labor rids us of three great evils—irksomeness, vice, and
poverty. Aman’s best f r iends are h is ten fingers" (Robert
Col lyer) .
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D E C E I V E D B Y S T R O N G D R I N K -
P r o v e r b s 2 0 : 1

W i n e i s a m o c k e r , i n t o x i c a t i n g d r i n k a r o u s e s
brawling, and whoever is led astray by it is not wise”
(Proverbs 20:1).
There are so many ways in which mankind can be deceived,

but surely intoxicating drink would win first prize. The evil and
harm from intoxicating drink are far more painful than any
benefits derived; so much that such can hardly be compared.
Still, millions foolishly choose destruction, and this is decep¬
tion! Intoxicating drink promises happiness, burdens lifted,
problems solved, and strength, but gives only misery. To help
you see the real facts, may we lift the fog of deception and learn
why Solomon says that wine is amocker. If you choose
intoxicating drink, you can expect the following:

(1) Harm to your body. It has been aproven medical fact for
along time that drinking alcohol is harmful. Even though the
harm is gradual, drink after drink brings erosion to one’s
health. Millions are in their graves today because they abused
t h e i r b o d i e s w i t h a l c o h o l .

(2) Harm to others. It is cruel to observe people destroying
themselves by drinking, but the picture becomes even sadder
to consider the mi l l ions who have been harmed al though
i n n o c e n t ! W e a r e t o l d t h a t a b o u t o n e - h a l f o f t h e a u t o m o b i l e

accidents which are serious in nature involve drinking. So
many innocent people have lost their lives (because of the
drinking of others), that some have referred to strong drink as
a l i c e n s e t o k i l l . N o w o n d e r S o l o m o n w r o t e t h a t ‘ ‘ w h o e v e r i s
led astray is not wise.”

(3) Destruction to families. It is wondered how many homes
have been destroyed, and how many children’s hearts have

t i
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ached because of intoxicants? Drinking is truly aleading enemy
t o t h e h o m e . W h e n t h i s e v i l c o n t i n u e s t o m a k e i t s a t t a c k o n a

home, the point of “no return” will be reached. Drinking often
exposes afamily to fighting, lying, neglect, unfciithfulness, child
and mate abuse, and finally divorce. Those who allow this to
happen must be deceived.

(4) Destruction to your soul. Drunkenness is asin even though
it is considered adisease. The Bible speaks of the drunkard being
in alost condition unless he chooses to repent. Among those who
will not inherit the kingdom of God, Paul writes, are “drunkards”
(Galatians 5:21). Anything that is strong enough to destroy both
soul and body should certainly be avoided. Therefore, in the face
of such destruction, one is very wise NOT to partake. Don’t ever
be deceived by this powerful enemy.

“Strong drink is not only the devil’s way into aman, but
man’s way to the devil’’ (Adam Clark).
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A P U R E H E A R T - P r o v e r b s 2 0 : 9

evotional 70i

Who can say, ‘ I have made my heart c lean, Iam
pure f rom my sin ’ ”? (Proverbs 20:9).
If we take this question literally and apply it to the entire

human race, there is only one who ever lived on the earth who
can say my heart is clean; Iam pure from sin. This, of course,
is the Lord Jesus Chr ist (Hebrews 4:15). For when man is lef t
to deal with sin of his own strength, he fails. “For all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23).
However, there is away that man can declare himself clean and
without sin. This is accomplished by the blood of Jesus.

W h e n G o d fi r s t m a d e m a n a n d w o m a n , t h e i r h e a r t s w e r e

pure and they were without sin, and no one forced them to give
up their purity. Yes, the devil tempted Eve to do so, but she still
could have refused. Eve did not force Adam to eat, she simply
gave it to him and he ate.

From the moment that sin brought guilt and shame to the
human heart, mankind needed cleansing. Since God is pure,
only those who are pure in heart will see him (Matthew 5:8).
How does one become pure in heart to the point that he can
say, “I am pure from my sin?” Tfy, as one may, ahuman being
cannot keep his heart pure and sinless by his own goodness!
God knew this and gave His only begotten Son to die so that
man can be pure for everlasting life (John 3:16). The sacrifice
was expensive, but out of love, Jesus made it. He died for sin
a n d t h e s i n n e r s . “ B u t G o d d e m o n s t r a t e s h i s o w n l o v e

t o w a r d u s , i n t h a t w h i l e w e w e r e s t i l l s i n n e r s , C h r i s t d i e d
fo r us ” (Romans 5 :8 ) .

Therefore, woman introduced sin by believing alie, and we
are forgiven by believing and obeying the Christ. “All the sin
that has darkened human life and saddened human history

i t
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began in believing afalsehood: all the power of Christianity to
make men holy is associated with believing truth” (Broadus).

The truth that makes one free (John 8:32) through Christ is
the truth obeyed in love (Ephesians 4:15; 1Peter 1:22). Those
who come to Christ will believe in Him to the point of obeying
His commandments. Since Chr is t has made the supreme
sacrifice, some have looked upon this as alicense to sin. However,
this is wrong! Those who come to Christ will work daily to
overcome sin although they will often falter.

Jesus, along with the New Testament writers, has made it clear
how to be cleansed from sin. The sinner is told to believe, repent,
confess Christ, and to be baptized for the remission of sins (Acts
2:38). When this is done from the heart, one is in Christ where
he must remain faithfully. When he works to keep his heart pure,
with Christ’s forgiveness, his sins are forgiven.

“The recognition of sin is the beginning of salvation"
( L u t h e r ) .
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A M O U T H F U L L O F G R A V E L - P r o v e r b s 2 0 : 1 7

Devotional 71
‘‘Bread gained by deceit is sweet to aman, but

afterwards his mouth will be filled with gravel”
(Proverbs 20:17) .
Most of us have been taught, or at least have heard the

expression over the years, that “honesty pays!” This is eertainly
abiblical principle and has been proven in the test of life. Then
why do so many feel that deceit and dishonesty are the best?
Because they taste the immediate sweetness without
considering the ultimate outcome. In the words of Solomon,
they do not consider the mouth full of gravel that follows. What
is the gravel found in one’s mouth who eats food gained by
d e c e i t ?

(1) Deceit deteriorates our self-esteem. There are those who
seem to cheat, steal, and lie without feeling any remorse, but
be assured the effects from such evils are present. Yes, some

hide the ill effects better than others, but the damage isc a n

still done. When we can’t fully respect ourselves because of a
dishonest life, we have destroyed some of our self-respect. “For
the most part fraud in the end secures for its companions
repentance and shame” (C. Simmons).

(2) Deceit has away of being found out by others. There are
those who feel that they can cheat and never be caught, but
most of the time they are wrong. In the Old Testament, we have

example of deceit. When Joshua led Israel’s army against
Jericho, they were forbidden to take any personal spoils. Achan
decided to take aBabylonish garment, two hundred shekels of
silver, and awedge of gold. He hid them under his tent hoping

would know. The time came, however, for the truth to

a n

n o o n e

be revealed, and he and family were singled out. No doubt, with
shame he had to admit that he had stolen the items, and he
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and family lost their lives because of his sin. That which started
out sweet, became like gravel in his mouth. “Dishonesty is a
forsaking of permanent for temporary advantages” (Bovee).

(3) Deceit can never be hidden from God. One might
occasionally be successful in hiding from man, but NEVER from
God. The early Christians learned this lesson shortly after the
church was established. Barnabas had some land, sold it and
brought the money to the apostles to help those who were less
fortunate. Acouple named Ananias and Sapphira also sold land,
but kept back part of the price. They evidently agreed to tell the
apostles that they were giving the full price. One by one they told
their lie and met death! You see, God knew and He knows today.
Yes, deceit produces amouth full of gravel.

“He who purposely cheats his friends would cheat his
God" (Lavater).
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G O D W E I G H S T H E H E A R T - P r o v e r b s 2 1 : 2

evotionalIi

Every way of aman is right in his own eyes, but
the LORD weighs the hearts” (Proverbs 21:2).

Solomon is not saying that we should not respect ourselves,
but rather that we should not reach the point where we let self
deceive us. When we control self by the rules of God, we can
be sure that our hearts are right. Notice that God is the only
one who can determine what is right and wrong, because He
weighs the heart. God looks beyond the surface—He looks into
the real reasons of our actions as He determines what is in the
h e a r t .

Have you ever been guilty of deciding what is right or wrong
by what seems right to you? If so, you have been deceived. The
inner person, the heart, is the real source of what is going on
inside, and God knows how to weigh it. The heart of man may
deceive man, but never God. For, He alone knows how to weigh

i t

i t !

What is meant by God weighs the heart? God searches the
heart. To one of the churches of Asia, the Lord said, “ I am he
who searches the minds and hearts. And Iwill give to each
one of you according to your works” (Revelation 2:23). We
may lie to ourselves—try to deceive ourselves and others, but
H e k n o w s w h a t i s i n t h e h e a r t .

He judges the heart. We are often guilty of observing outward
appearances and making judgments, but such judgments are
proven wrong. However, this never happens to God because His
judgment is based on the heart.

God also understands the needs of the heart. Since the heart
determines the real person, “For as he thinks in his heart,
so is he” (Proverbs 23:7), God rightfully understands the
heart. In our lives we may put on ashow to deceive others, we
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may even play the role of ahypocrite, but all of this has no
influence on God. For His judgments come from understanding
our hearts. Thus when we feel that no person cares or
u n d e r s t a n d s u s , t u r n t o G o d — H e d o e s ! W h e n o u r l i v e s a r e
burdened with griefs and problems, turn to God—He under¬
stands! Peter wrote, "Casting all your care upon him, for he
care for you" (1 Peter 5:7).

“God governs the world, and we have only to do our duty
wisely, and leave the issue to him” (John Jay).

Therefore, you are challenged to put more trust in the God who
weighs the heart.

"An undivided heart which worships God alone, and
trusts Him as it should, is raised above anxiety for earthly
wants" (Geik ie) .
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A C O N T E N T I O U S W O M A N - P r o v e r b s 2 1 : 9

evotionald

“It is better to dwell in acorner of ahousetop, than
i n a h o u s e s h a r e d w i t h a c o n t e n t i o u s w o m a n " ( P r o ¬
v e r b s 2 1 : 9 ) .

Although Solomon specifically refers to acontentious woman
who is causing so much unhappiness, he lays down aprinciple
that will apply to many situations. The principle: “It is not
WHERE you live that matters the most, but rather HOW you
live when seeking happiness.” He uses two extremes to get
across his point. Living in ahouse is far more comfortable than
living on the corner of ahousetop. However, he declares the
corner of ahousetop better than the comfortable house with
acontentious woman. The comfortable house can certainly
contribute to one’s happiness, if peace is present.

Have you known people who had all the material things
needed to make them happy, and yet they were miserable? Or,
have you known people with barely the necessities of life, and
yet were among the happiest people alive? What makes the
d i f f e r e n e e ? I t i s h o w w e l i v e t h a t c o u n t s .

The contentious woman stands for anger, strife, fighting, and
in some eases, hating. These kind of actions represent alack
of love. This proverb does not seem to be referring to an occa¬
sional lover’s quarrel, but rather to an attitude which is part
other life. The man must watch each word he says around her
or else he will be throwing fuel on the already burning flame.
This kind of situation destroys happiness! Keep in mind, also,
that the husband can be contentious with his wife; making her
l i fe unhappy.

Why are some husbands or wives contentious? There may
be many reasons. Some have accepted such as away of life,
and are not fully aware of the damage being done. Others may
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have been reared in an atmosphere of contention. Perhaps their
mother, father, or both had this problem. There are others who
are this way because they lack agood spiritual background, and
maybe they have never been taught to find happiness through
peace. However, the greatest cause of such contention is alack
of love. When true love is present, the wife or husband will not
purposefully do anything to make the other unhappy.

Helen Keller must have had this idea in mind when she wrote:
“Love is like abeautiful flower which 1may not touch, but whose
fragrance makes the garden aplace of delight just the same.”

What is the solution for happiness in the light of this proverb?
The goal for any man would be to live in ahouse with awife
where love has c rowded out a l l content iousness.

“If there is anything better than to be loved, it is loving"
( A n o n ) .
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A G O O D N A M E I S B E T T E R T H A N
G R E A T R I C H E S - P r o v e r b s 2 2 : 1

evotional 74d

“A good name is to be chosen ra ther than grea t
r i c h e s , l o v i n g f a v o r r a t h e r t h a n s i l v e r a n d g o l d
(Proverbs 22:1).

As we live our daily lives, the world would have us believe
that there is nothing more valuable than great riches. Count¬
less millions of lives and souls have been sacrificed to the glitter
and allurement of gold. When Paul wrote that the love of money
is the root of all kinds of evil, (1 Timothy 6:10), he was
speaking words of truth and wisdom. The long pathway of the
human race is covered with lying, cheating, and kil l ing to
obtain riches. Money certainly is anecessity and of great value,
but Solomon teaches that agood name is more desirable than
great r iches. For one’s name is not l imited to that which
identifies us, but rather to the person we are and the principles
for which we stand. Please consider what Solomon meant by
agood name.

(1) Agood name suggests honesty. Every faithful Christian
should have honesty attached to his name. Paul instructed the
Roman Christians: “Have regard for good things in the sight
of all men” (Romans 12:17). This includes honesty! How can
we c l a im t o l i ve f o r Ch r i s t wh i l e wea r i ng t he name o f
dishonesty! Dishonesty brings hard feelings and hatred. As
Paul gave Timothy instructions, he exhorted him to pray “for
k ings and a l l who are in author i ty, that we may lead a
quiet and peaceable l i fe in a l l godl iness and reverence”
(1 Timothy 2 :2 ) .

(2) Agood name involves having the reputation of aChristian.
Have you ever mentioned aperson’s name to another, and they
said, “Oh yes, Iknow him (her) he’s afine Christian.” This kind

♦ »
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of name comes by living Christ in our daily lives. It’s not enough
to have your name on achurch roll, or to be able to say that you
attend worship weekly, in addition to this, our lives must reflect
the light of Christ. Agood name has aChristian reputation.

(3) Agood name radiates truthfulness. Telling alie is common,
but never right, and every lie told, eats away at our name. Have
you ever mentioned someone’s name, and had this response: “I
know him, he’s the biggest liar in town. Don’t ever believe aword
he says.” This is what we wish to avoid with our name. However,
it’s wonderful to hear of another, “That man’s word is his bond—
you can count on it!”

(4) Finally, agood name that is better than great riches is a
name that is faithful to one’s family. The way may be rough or
smooth, but agood name is faithful all the way.

“A name is akind of face whereby one is known" (Fuller).
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A S T H E T W I G I S B E N T - P r o v e r b s 2 2 : 6

evotUmalEd

“Train up achild in the way he should go, and when
he is old he will not depart from it” (Proverbs 22:6).
This has been arule down through the years that many

Christian parents have tried to follow. Some parents have seen
their children hold on faithfully to their training, while others
did their best to train them in the right way, but they went
astray. What is the answer? Is Solomon simply stating ageneral
rule, or is it aspecific rule where there are no exceptions?
Perhaps looking at some of the key words will help.

Observe that he uses the word “train” up achild. The Hebrew
suggests that this training start at his beginning. Adam Clark
puts it in these words: “Initiate the child at the opening of his
path.” Far too many parents do not “strike while the iron is
hot!” They wait until the tree is already inclined before begin¬
ning their training. This is not the kind of training Solomon
h a d i n m i n d .

Some feel that very little training can be done until the child
is old enough to talk. This is so wrong. The training process
must begin early. An expectant mother should have already
begun his training as she prepared herself to be amother from
an early age. Her attitude and disposition will play abig role
in the life of her child. The same principle certainly applies to
t h e f a t h e r .

What is the difference between teaching and training. With¬
out doubt , they are re lated, but achi ld needs more than
instruction. He needs to see the proper instruction demon¬
strated by his parents. “Children have more need of models
than of critics” (Joubert). Training involves teaching certain
facts, but goes on to help the child experience them. Most
children are anxious to try things even though their skills are

1 4 9



undeveloped. We must be patient with them. Sure, you fathers
can drive anail better than your son, and it will take more time
for you to let him try. You mothers could cook much faster
without the little anxious hands of your daughter helping.
Remember though, they are hungry to be trained, and we should
do so throughout their lives.

Notice further that Solomon specifies the kind of training; “In
the way he should go.” The apostle Paul in his epistle gives
more details. “Bring them up in the training and admonition
of the Lord" (Ephesians 6:4). They need to be trained in the
skills of physical life, but if our training stops here, we have failed.
They must also be trained for the Lord. This is more than taking
them to Bible Classes and worship, as important as this is!
Spiritual training is adaily task, and when they are old, they shall
not depart from this type of training.

“The most essential element in any home is God” (Dr.
Frank Crane).
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D O N ' T R E M O V E T H E L A N D M A R K , N O . 1 -
P r o v e r b s 2 2 : 2 8

Devotional 76
Do not remove the anc ien t landmark wh ich your

fa thers have set ” (Proverbs 22:28) .

The figure used in this proverb was very important during
Solomon’s time, and is likewise important today. The landmark
was that which identified boundary lines. Since they did not
have permanent records (as we do today) the removing of a
landmark was stealing another person’s land. Thus, the
c o m m a n d , “ D o n o t r e m o v e t h e a n c i e n t l a n d m a r k w h i c h

your fa thers have set . ”
As we study the New Testament, it is obvious that many

ancient spiritual landmarks are present. These landmarks have
been identified by the Lord, and it is aserious matter to remove
them. Would you consider briefly some of these:

The ancient landmark specifies that Jesus build only one
church—His church. This may contradict modern thinking and
the practice of having many churches, however, it is still afact!
Jesus made the following promise to His apostles: “I wil build
m y c h u r c h , a n d t h e g a t e s o f H a d e s s h a l l n o t p r e v a i l
against it” (Matthew 16:18). As stated in Acts 2, Christ kept
His promise and His church was established. Later, the gospel
was spread throughout the Roman Empire, and Christ ians
assembled in many cities. These assemblies or congregations
of Christians were called churches, but were still apart of the
one church which Jesus purchased wi th His b lood (Acts
2 0 : 2 8 ) . T h i s i s G o d ’ s a n c i e n t l a n d m a r k , a n d m a n h a s n o
authority to remove it.

Another important landmark is the fact that Christ is the one
head o f H is church . “And he i s the head o f the body,
the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn f rom the

n

1 5 1



dead. .(Colossians 1:18). Also, the Father: “Put al l things
under his feet, and gave him to be head over all things to
the church, which is his body. .(Ephesians 1:21,22). From
this passage, it can be seen that the church and the body of
Christ are synonmous. .therefore, one body—one church!

Another landmark that was set in ancient times by our Lord
is the fact of one faith. It is very common today for man to speak
of many faiths, but only one faith was set for the original
landmark: “One Lord, one fai th, one bapt ism” (Ephesians
4:5). Many have asked the question, “Of what faith are you?” The
question should be, “Are you of the faith?” Paul warned that
some would depart from the faith: ‘‘Now the Spirit expressly
says that in latter t imes some wil l depart from the faith,
giving heed to deceiving spir i ts and doctrines of demons”
(1 Timothy 4:1). In further instructions, he said, ‘‘But if anyone
does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his
household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an
unbel iever” (1 Timothy 5:8) .

In the next devotional, this subject of the ancient landmark
i s c o n t i n u e d .

“Man is not made to question, but adore” (Young).
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D O J V ’ T R E M O V E T H E L A N D M A R K , N O . 2 -
P r o v e r b s 2 2 : 2 8

evotionald

“Do not remove the anc ien t landmark wh ich your
fa thers have set ” (Proverbs 22:28) .
In the last devotional, we looked at three important land¬

marks f rom the Lo rd : (1 ) The one chu rch . (2 ) Chr i s t t he one
head. (3) The one faith. Another important landmark is the one
type of government in His church. The original landmark had
asimplified type of government. Each congregation had men
c a l l e d e l d e r s t o w a t c h o v e r t h e m . “ S o w h e n t h e y h a d
appointed elders in every church” (Acts 14:23). We do not
read of one elder overseeing acongregation, but always a
plurality of elders. These same men ealled elders were also
called bishops or overseers. To the elders of the church at
Ephesus, Paul warned: “Therefore take heed to yourselves
and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made
you overseers, to shepherd the church of God” (Acts 20:28).
Paul gave two lists of qualifications for these men before they
could serve as elders or bishops (1 Timothy 3:1-7; Ti tus
1 : 5 - 9 ) .

I t i s l i kewise a fac t tha t the e lders or b ishops o f one
congregation could not rule over any other congregation. Each
eldership looked to Christ as the head. Think of how far man
has drifted today from this simple pattern with earthly head¬
quarters, archbishops over bishops, deacons filling the office
of elders, and preaehers pastoring flocks. We need to restore
t h e a n c i e n t l a n d m a r k !

In addition to alocal congregation having elders or bishops
to watch over i t , each church a lso had deacons to serve. The
word deacon means “servant.” Although the seven men chosen
in (Acts 6:1-6) were not called deacons, they give us an example
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of serving. Paul’s Philippian letter was addressed: “Tb all the
saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the bishops
and deacons” (Philippians 1:1). The deacons must also meet
certain qualifications as stated in fl Timothy 3:8-13). It is so
important to keep this landmark in its original place.

Another landmark that should not be removed is the fact that

God's Word was the only guide. The writings of the apostles were
insp i red o f God (2 Timothy 3 :16,17) wh ich means “God
breathed.” From this passage it can be seen that they did not
need anything else! Peter also declared that “His divine power
has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness"
(2 Peter 1:3) . God’s Word is a l l -suffic ient .

These landmarks we have studied represent only apartial list,
but the same principles apply to all landmarks set by our Lord.
We are weirned against removing them: “But even if we, or an
angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than
what we have preached to you, let him be accursed”
(Galat ians 1:8).

“It will cost something to be religious: it will cost more
not to be so” (J. Mason).
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T H E W I N G S O F R I C H E S - P r o v e r b s 2 3 : 5

evotionald

“Wil l you set your eyes on that which is not? For
r i c h e s c e r t a i n l y m a k e t h e m s e l v e s w i n g s ; t h e y fl y
away l ike an eagle toward heaven” (Proverbs 23:5).

This is abeautiful way of saying that riches of aphysical
nature are not permanent. This certainly does not represent
the way most people think. The average person feels that riches
will solve all problems; that they will make one’s life secure.
Jesus told of arich farmer who had this attitude. He thought
his abundance and new bigger barns would be all his soul
needed. Therefore he made plans without God. However, that
very night his soul was required of him, and he had to face the
q u e s t i o n , “ T h e n w h o s e w i l l t h o s e t h i n g s b e w h i c h y o u
have provided?” (Luke 12:20). His riches made themselves
wings and flew away like an eagle.

If we accept Solomon’s description of riches that fly away,
what will we do? ’We will recognize that there are riches of more
value than those of the earth. We will give heavenly treasures
more value while seeking God’s kingdom first (Matthew 6:33).
This is what Jesus had in mind when He called upon His
audience to, “ lay up for yourselves t reasures in heaven,
where nei ther moth nor rust destroys and where th ieves
do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there
your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:20). What are some of
the things of more value than money?

(1 ) Hav ing good hea l th . I n (Ac ts 3 ) , Pe te r and John
approached the gate to the temple called beautiful where they
found alame man desiring alms. Peter did not have money to
offer, but he had something better. He had the power from the
Lxjrd to restore his health. Therefore, he said: “Silver and gold
Ido not have, but what Ido have Igive you: In the name
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of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk. And he took
him by the right hand and lifted him up, and immediately
his feet and ankle bones received strength” (vs. 6,7). When
Peter lifted him up, what was his reaction? “So he, leaping up,
s tood and wa l ked and en te red t he t emp le w i t h t hem—
walking, leaping, and praising God" (v. 8). This man received
more than silver and gold. Since aChristian’s body is the temple
of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19), health should be more
valuable than money.

(2) God’s Word. In (Psalm 19), the Psalmist speaks of the ‘‘law
of the Lord,” ‘‘the statutes of the Lord,” and ‘‘the fear of the
Lord.” Then he gives them their proper value: ‘‘More to be
des i red a re t hey t han go ld , yea , t han much fine go ld ;
sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb” (v. 10). Unlike
riches, God’s Word will not fly away! Jesus taught: ‘‘Heaven and
earth will pass away, but my words will by no means pass
away” (Mark 13:31) .

Would you take asecond look at the power of wealth to flee,
and choose as the rule of your life those things that are lasting?

No man is so poor as he who has nothing but money.”t i
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T H E G R E A T E S T P U R C H A S E - P r o v e r b s 2 3 : 2 3

evotional 79Ei

“Buy the truth, and do not sell it, also wisdom and
i n s t r u c t i o n a n d u n d e r s t a n d i n g " ( P r o v e r b s 2 3 : 2 3 ) .

TVuth is among the most valuable commodities in the
world. There are two major ways that truth can be considered.
(1) Tt-uth can be considered in view of presenting faets in all
ways of life. Those who will follow God will avoid lies and pursue
truth at all cost. In (Proverbs 3:3), the wise man calls upon
his readers to hold on to truth: “Let not mercy and truth
forsake you.” He further writes: “For my mouth will speak
truth; wickedness is an abomination to my lips" (Proverbs
8:7). Speaking truth is the only way one can be righteous: “He
who speaks truth declares righteousness, but afalse
w i t n e s s , d e c e i t ,
forever, but alying tongue is but for amoment” (Proverbs
12:17,19). Jesus called upon all of His disciples to speak
truthfully. In the sermon on the mount. He said: “But let your
‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and Your ‘No,’ ‘No.’ For whatever is more than
these is from the evil one” (Matthew 5:37). He is saying,
when you say “Yes,” mean “Yes,” when you say “No,” mean
“No”! Speak the truth.

(2) Truth can be considered in the light of God’s spiritual way
of life. Tfuth, in this sense, begins with Christ. Jesus said to
Thomas: “I am the way, the truth, and the life, no one
comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6). Since
Jesus Himself is truth. His words are also truth. In His beautiful
prayer as recorded in (John 17:17), Jesus prayed: “Sanctify
them by your truth. Your word is truth.” When you hold the
Bible in your hand, you are holding God’s truth. Man has tried
to improve upon it by adding to and subtracting from it, but
all such efforts represent failure. It is only when His word is

The truthful lip shall be established
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accepted that man finds freedom: “And you shall know the
truth, and the truth shall make you free” (John 8:32).
Therefore, Solomon calls upon his readers to buy the truth and
s e l l i t n o t .

This text also implies that truth must be purchased. One must
give up many things to purchase truth, but it is so valuable that
one should obtain it. There are many temptations to lure us to
human reasoning, man-made doctrines, and false teachers, but
these must be rejeeted at all cost to obtain the truth.

Solomon also associates wisdom, discipline, and understanding
with truth. Can anything else compare? Since truth is the only
thing that God will accept, and Christ’s words are truth, shouldn’t
we buy the truth and sell it not? At Judgment Day, all human
wisdom w i l l fa i l , bu t t ru th w i l l s tand fo rever.

“Truth is the foundation of all knowledge and the cement
of all societies" (Dryden).
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D O J V ' T E N V Y T H E E V I L ● P r o v e r b s 2 4 : 1 , 2

evotUmalEi

“Do not be envious of evil men, nor desire to be with
them; for their heart devises violence, and their lips
talk of troublemaking” (Proverbs 24:1,2).
Down through the centuries the devil has been successful

in making millions feel that wickedness is the best way of life.
He has pictured the wicked life as being filled with freedom,
pleasure, and happiness. Consequently, some who have been
seeking the Christian life, have envied the ways of the wicked.
Solomon declares, “Do not be envious of evil men.” Why?
He answers, “For their heart devises violence, and their lips
talk of troublemaking.” Thus, their way may seem to be the
good way, but it is not—it is away of trouble and violence.
Although it may (at the time) appear the best way, don’t believe
it. “If the wicked flourish, and thou suffer, be not discouraged:
they are fatted for destruction, thou art dieted for health”
(Fuller). Be assured, the wicked are not as happy and contented
as they may seem! “Was ever any wicked man free from stings
of aguilty conscience—from asecret dread of the divine
displeasure, and of the vengeance of another world?”
( T i l l o t s o n ) .

In aparable, Jesus told of ayoung man who requested from
his father his share of the estate and traveled to afar country.
He soon squandered his money in sinful living. Before leaving
home, he must have envied those living this kind of life. Can
you imagine his dreams of pleasure and happiness? However,
things did not turn out the way he planned. He ran out of
money, friends, and food while being forced to hire out to a
citizen of that country to feed pigs. He was so hungry that he
could have eaten with the pigs, but the Bible says: “And no
one gave him anything” (Luke 15:16). This young man
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realized (the hard way) that wickedness is not the happy way,
and was willing to return home as ahired hand to his father.
Fortunately, he returned to the arms of aforgiving father, but
the way of the wicked usually does not turn out this well.
Therefore, please do not envy wicked men!

Solomon further describes the wicked by saying that violence
is in their hearts, and all they talk about is troublemaking. Does
this sound like aconstructive, happy life? All hope is eternity;
all desire to help fellowman is missing from their lives. Sooner
or later, these evil and troublemakng thoughts will catch up with
them. In fact, they must face them in this life and throughout
all eternity. Paul lays down this rule: “For he who sows to his
Jlesh will of the flesh reap corruption” (Galatians 6:8). This
is arule that cannot be avoided. How do you feel about the
wicked, do you envy them?

‘‘Wickedness may prosper for awhile, but in the long
he that sets all knaves at work will pay them” (L’Estrange).

r u n
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W I S D O M A S S W E E T A S H O N E Y -
P r o v e r b s 2 4 : 1 3 , 1 4

evotional 81Ii

My son , ea t honey because i t i s good , and the
honeycomb which is sweet to your taste" (Proverbs
2 4 : 1 3 ) .

It is true that honey in all ages of time has been one of
nature’s best foods. It is one of the few foods that mother nature
prepares ready to eat without further preparation, and the taste
of honey appeals to the majority. Thus, it is easy to see why
Solomon would ehoose the sweet taste of honey to illustrate
t r u e w i s d o m .

He begins this proverb by eommanding his readers to eat
honey. All of its goodness and sweetness will not be known,
nor o f va lue un less ea ten . The same can be sa id o f w isdom.
For wisdom to be of value, one must partake of it and seek it.
One could live and die without tasting the sweetness of honey,
and one could live and die without knowing the sweetness of
w i s d o m .

The Bible divides wisdom into two categories, the wisdom
of God, and the wisdom of men. We should remember that only
God’s wisdom wi l l last , whi le man’s wisdom wi l l fa i l . Therefore,
Solomon is speaking of the true wisdom from God.

“The wise man does three things: he abandons the world
before it abandons him; prepeues his sepulchre before entering
it; and does all with the design of pleasing God before entering
into His presence” (Addison). James wrote: “If any of you
lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally
and without reproach, and it will be given to him” (James
1 :5 ) . Thus , God i s t he t rue sou rce o f w i sdom.

S o l o m o n s h o u l d k n o w a b o u t w i s d o m t h a t c o m e s f r o m G o d ,
because he received more than any other mere man. When he
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became king of Israel, God gave him the opportunity to make
arequest, and he requested wisdom to rule God’s people. “And
God gave Solomon wisdom and exceedingly great under¬
s t a n d i n g , a n d l a r g e n e s s o f h e a r t l i k e t h e s a n d o n t h e
s e a s h o r e . " “ F o r h e m a s w i s e r t h a n a l l m e n " ( 1 K i n g s
4 : 2 9 , 3 1 ) .

An example is given of his wisdom in fl Kings 3). I\vo women
came to him, one with alive child and the other with adead one.
During the night one woman’s baby died and she had exchanged
it while the other mother slept. Therefore, they came to Solomon
to solve the mystery—whose baby is alive? His advice: “Divide
the living child in two, and give half to one, and half to the
other." The real mother spoke: “‘O my lord, give her the living
child, and by no means kill him.’ But the other said, ‘Let him
be neither mine nor yours, but divide him’ ’’ (vs. 25,26).
Solomon then knew the true mother and gave her the living
child. Thue wisdom brings hope now and forever!

“God g ives men wisdom as He g ives them go ld ; H is
t r e a s u r e h o u s e i s n o t t h e m i n t , b u t t h e m i n d .

i f
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T H E N E G L E C T E D V I N E Y A R D -
P r o v e r b s 2 4 : 3 0 - 3 4

evotional 82d

a n d b y t h e
vineyard of the man devoid of understanding; and
there i t was, a l l overgrown wi th thorns; i ts sur face
w a s c o v e r e d w i t h n e t t l e s ; i t s s t o n e w a l l w a s b r o k e n
d o w n . W h e n I s a w i t , I c o n s i d e r e d i t w e l l ; I l o o k e d o n
i t a n d r e c e i v e d i n s t r u c t i o n ; a l i t t l e s l e e p , a l i t t l e
slumber, al i t t le folding of the hands to rest; so your
pover ty wi l l come l ike aprowler, and your want l i ke
a n a r m e d m a n ” ( P r o v e r b s 2 4 : 3 0 - 3 4 ) .

The principle laid down in this parable is still true today.
Failing to work brings neglect, ruin, and failure in every area
of life. Solomon is speaking, in this context, about aphysical
setting, but the same lessons certainly apply in the spiritual.
It seems that neglect, in all areas of life, is areal problem. You
see, his laziness caused him to neglect his field and vineyard,
and this eventually brought poverty.

Let us take acloser look at why he failed. Was it because he
didn’t have avineyard? Was it because he had no fence around
his property? No, he had afield and vineyard with astone wall
for protection. He failed because he was lazy and neglected his
responsib i l i ty.

Many today do not provide for their families because they will
not put forth the effort to work. It is true that one may not
always get the work he chooses, but if he really wants to carry
out his responsibilities and is not lazy, he will choose whatever
work is available. Even if the pay is small, he knows that such
will keep the home fires burning until something better comes
along.

‘ ‘ I wen t by the fie ld o f t he s lo th fu l ,
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This problem of laziness and neglect becomes even more
serious when applied to the soul. It is wondered how many people
in their graves today neglected their souls? They knew their God-
given responsibility, but neglected to serve. The neglected garden
didn’t happen overnight. Solomon tells us that it came by: “A
little sleep, alittle slumber, alittle folding of the hands to
rest" However, over aperiod of time these little things grew into
total neglect.

Franklin must have had this thought in mind when he wrote:
“A little neglect may breed great mischief; for want of anail the
shoe was lost; for want of ashoe the horse was lost, and for want
of ahorse the rider was lost, being overtaken and slain by an
enemy, all for want of alittle care about ahorse-shoe nail.”

Does God see your soul as aneglected vineyard?
The best ground, untilled and neglected, soon runs out

into rank weeds” (Hal l ) .

n
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S P E A K F A C E T O F A C E - P r o v e r b s 2 5 : 9

evotionali

“Debate your case with your neighbor himself, and
d o n o t d i s c l o s e t h e s e c r e t t o a n o t h e r ” ( P r o v e r b s 2 5 : 9 ) .

While living our lives upon this earth, there are problems that
arise in the field of human relations. Some of these problems
are solved easily when we go to the other person and talk it
out face to face. This is especially true when both have the right
attitude and humility is present. However, this is not the way
the majority attempt to solve their problems. Instead of
debating their cause to their neighbor, they talk about it to
others, and in the process, confidences are betrayed. The longer
the problem goes without resolve, the more difficult it is to
r e c o n c i l e .

Jesus gives the proper way to handle this matter: “Moreover
if your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault
between you and h im a lone. I f he hears you, you have
ga ined your b ro the r ” (Ma t thew 18 :15 ; c f . Ma t thew
5:23,24). Many times the face to face approach brings out facts
that remove all misunderstanding. If, however, one or both
parties are found to be wrong, each should ask the other for
forgiveness. When the problem has been gossiped by others,
it makes the restoration of friendship very difficult.

P lease remember : “Fr iendsh ips are f rag i le th ings, and
require as much care in handling as any other fragile and
precious thing” (Bourne). It may require the swallowing of one’s
pride, the asking for forgiveness, or the admitting of wrongs.
As Christians, we should be willing to do this, and with the
desire to save afriendship, we will go the second mile.

In the parable of the prodigal son, when the young man came
to himself (after spending all in sinful living), he chose to return
home in the humility of aservant. He decided to meet his father
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face to face. When he did, the father welcomed him home, not
as aservant, but as his son who was lost (Luke 15:20).

Jacob and Esau (in the Old Testament) had real problems just
before Jacob left home. Esau had planned to kill him after his
father died. Several years passed, and the two brothers were in
the same country. Jacob was told that Esau had come to meet
him with four hundred men. “So Jacob was greatly afraid and
distressed” (Genesis 32:7). However, all fear and dread must
have vanished in Jacob’s heart when: ‘‘Esau ran to meet him,
and embraced him, and fel l on his neck and kissed him,
and they wept” (Genesis 33:4). By coming together face to face,
they solved their difficulties, and great love was restored!

‘‘A true friend is the gift of God, and he only who made
hearts can unite them” (South).
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A P P L E S O F G O L D - P r o v e r b s 2 5 : 1 1

evotional 84Ed

“A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in settings
of s i lver” (Proverbs 25:11).
Among the many proverbs of Solomon, this one is listed with

the most beautiful. It is easy for us to imagine apicture bearing
apples of gold framed with silver. Solomon must have chosen
this picture because aword fitly spoken is so beautiful. Words
are powerful things either for good or evil. He approaches the
use of aword from ahelpful standpoint, but the same can be
said of aword used to destroy. “Bad words are as influential
as the plague and the pestilence. They have wrought more evil
than battle, murder, and sudden death. They creep through
the ear into the heart, call up all its bad passions, and tempt
it to break God’s commandments. Afew bad words got into the
ear of the mother of mankind, and they led her on to eat the
forbidden fruit and thus to bring death into the world” (G.
Mogride).

However, as powerful as aword is to destroy, it has the same
power to do good. Notice that it must be fitly spoken. It’s not
always WHAT we say, but WHEN and HOW we say it. This
involves some important principles:

( 1 ) T h e r e s h o u l d b e k i n d n e s s . P a u l w r i t e s : “ L e t a l l
bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put
away from you, with all malice. And be kind to one
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God
in Chr is t a lso fo rgave you” (Ephes ians 4 :31,32) .

(2) Aword fitly spoken should also be the truth spoken in
love. “But speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all
things into him who is the head—Christ” (Ephesians 4:15).

(3) Aword is fitly spoken when used to comfort the bereaved,
to cheer the depressed, and to help anyone in distress.
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(4) Words fitly spoken, are so beautiful that God chose the
speaking of them to relay His saving message of Jesus to the lost
world. Great multitudes have been moved to obey and receive
salvation by proper words. The apostle Peter led three thousand
to become Christians in (Acts 2), by speaking the proper words
about Jesus, and we can still present these same apples of gold
today.

As one lets his mind stroll through the Bible for an example
of words fitly spoken, he must surely consider the words of Ruth
to Naomi: “Entreat me not to leave you, or to turn back from

following after you; for wherever you go, Iwill go; and
wherever you lodge, Iwill lodge; your people shall be my
people, and your God, my God” (Ruth 1:16). These are apples
of gold worth framing in silver. Therefore, be sure that your words
are fitly spoken!

“Don’t use agallon of words to express aspoonful of
t h o u g h t . ”
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D O i V ' T M A K E Y O U R N E I G H B O R S I C K -

P r o v e r b s 2 5 : 1 6 , 1 7

evotionalId

“Have you found honey? Eat only as much as you
need, lest you be filled with it and vomit. Seldom set
foot in your neighbor ’s house, lest he become weary
of you and hate you” (Proverbs 25:16,17).
As you can see from this proverb, Solomon believed in dealing

with problems that apply to all. Honey is very tasty, but also
rich and filling. If one eats just enough, he is satisfied and
comfor tab le , but i f he eats too much, i t w i l l make h im s ick o f
honey. This illustration is given to teach alesson on human
relations. Solomon is saying, “If you want your neighbor to love
you, don’t wear out your welcome.” This is certainly good
advice for today.

This is asituation where the golden rule definitely applies.
Jesus taught: “Therefore, whatever you want men to do to
you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets”
(Matthew 7:12). We do not wish for our neighbors to be at our
house all the time, and we should consider how they may feel
t h e s a m e t o w a r d u s .

Neighbors are very valuable when all goes well. Although the
idea of aneighbor can apply to anyone, we usually think of
those living near our homes. Solomon is not suggesting (in this
text) that neighbors should not visit and associate, but rather
that they should limit their time together. In fact, he uses
honey, evidently one of his favorite foods, to describe aneighbor.
Just as honey is great and enjoyable unless abused, so the same
is true with neighbors!

What are some of the advantages of having neighbors who
do not hate us? They can be there to help us in times of need.
When Jesus defined aneighbor. He described aman who took
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time to help one who had been beaten and robbed. He bound
up his wounds, took him to an inn for help, and even promised
to help him in the future (Luke 10:30-37).

Aneighbor is also someone who brings comfort by just
knowing they are there, even if you don’t need them.

Likewise, neighbors can be our best friends; someone with
whom to share our successes and failures. Since they are friends,
they will bear with us, and even tolerate many of our weaknesses.
However, if we go too far and set our foot in their house too often,
Solomon sounds avery serious warning, they will become weary
a n d h a t e u s !

“Let friendship creep gently to aheight; if it rushes to it,
it may soon run itself out of breath” (Fuller).
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D E A L I N G W I T H O N E ’ S E N E N I I E S -

P r o v e r b s 2 5 : 2 1 , 2 2

evotional 86Ed

‘‘If your enemy is hungry, give him bread to eat; and
if he is thirsty, give him water to drink; for so you will
heap coa ls o f fi re on h is head, and the LORD wi l l
reward you” (Proverbs 25 ;21 ,22) .

Dealing with one’s enemies is aproblem throughout the ages.
The world says, “Get even with them, look for ways to harm
them. If they look to you for food and water, starve them to
death.” God’s way is different! Here, Solomon says that we
should give to our enemies when they need help.

Jesus shook the wor ld w i th H is teach ing in regard to
enemies. He said; ‘‘But Isay to you, love your enemies, bless
those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and
pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you
(Matthew 5;44). Our Lord is not saying that we must love their
wicked ways or even the evil they have waged against us. He
is, however, saying that we should love the person and pray for
h i m .

Macartney gives the following incident: “During one of the
persecutions of the Armenians by the Turks, an Armenian girl
and her b ro ther were pursued by ab lood- th i rs ty Turk ish
soldier. He trapped them at the end of alane and killed the
brother before the sister’s eyes. The sister managed to escape
by leaping over the wall and fleeing into the country. Later she
became anurse. One day awounded soldier was brought into
her hospital. She recognized him at once, as the soldier who
h a d k i l l e d h e r b r o t h e r a n d h a d t r i e d t o k i l l h e r . H i s c o n d i t i o n

was such that the least neglect or carelessness on the part of
the nurse would have cost him his life. But she gave him the
most painstaking and constant care. One day when he was on

♦♦
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the road to recovery he recognized her as the girl whose brother
he had slain. He said to her, “Why have you done this for me
who killed your brother?”

She answered, “Because 1have areligion which teaches me
to forgive my enemies.”

If one cannot, as aChristian, physically harm his enemies, how
does he deal with them? Solomon teaches, by being good to them.
The food and water you give them will heap coals of fire upon
their heads. It will make them ashamed of their evil ways.

This same principle was written by Paul, and he prefaced it
by saying, “Vengeance is mine, Iwill repay, says the Lord”
(Romans 12:19). Then his final admonition sums up this whole
principle: “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with
good” (V. 21). When we do good to our enemies, God will take
over, and.a l l wi l l be wel l .

“ T h e n a r r o w s o u l k n o w s n o t t h e g o d - l i k e g l o r y o f
fo rg iv ing ” (Rowe) .
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A C O N T E N T I O U S M A N K I N D L E S S T R I F E -
P r o v e r b s 2 6 : 2 1

Devotional 87
“As charcoal is to burning coals, and wood to fire,

so i s acon ten t i ous man to k i nd le s t r i f e " (P rove rbs
2 6 : 2 1 ) .

Have you ever heard it said about someone, “Everywhere he
goes, he stirs up troubles?” This is adescription of aconten¬
tious man, and such actions are opposite to Christianity. When
viewing the world, there are two types of strife: (1) The active
burning kind. Day by day tempers rage, cutting words are
spoken, and in many cases there is bodily harm. (2) Potential
strife. This is strife that is present in the heart, but has not yet
surfaced. When the wrong circumstances arise, it will come
forth to do damage. In both kinds of strife, the active and
potential, the contentious man makes it burn.

Solomon illustrates this by comparing acontentious man to
charcoal placed on burning coals, and wood placed on the fire.
When wood is placed on the fire, sparks fly upward, blazes
appear, and there is extreme heat. The contentious person
produces the same with strife. Wherever he goes, he leaves a
trail of hurt feelings and bitter frightings. He is not happy
un less he has caused s t r i fe .

This type of attitude is far from that of Christ. It is true that
some strife, anger, and resentment come when the truth is
presented. On several occasions, Jesus stirred up men by His
pure life and strong language of truth. However, we do not find
Him purposely stirring up strife! In fact, Jesus had as His aim
peace. He taught His disciples: “Blessed are the peace¬
makers, for they shall be called sons of God" (Matthew
5:9). When peace could be promoted without compromising
truth, Jesus approved.
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Also, the true Christian will go as far as possible to avoid strife,
and to get along with others. "You have heard that it was said,
‘An eye for an eye and atooth for atooth: But Itell you not
to resist an evil person. But whoever slaps you on the right
cheek, turn the other to him also. If anyone wants to sue
you and take away your tunic, let him have your cloak also.
And whoever compels you to go one mile, go with him two”
(Matthew 5:38-41).

Therefore, the contentious man (described by Solomon) does
not please God, and does not have the Christian attitude. He also
tempts others to turn from the Christian attitude toward strife.

The opposite of acontentious man can be found in Abraham.
While his nephew Lot was living with him, they each had their
own herds and herdsmen. However, strife arose between these
herdsmen, and Abraham gave Lot achoice of land to remove the
strife. Notice his attitude: "Please let there be no strife between
you and me. ..for we are brethren” (Genesis 13:8). Would you
work to put out the fire of strife instead of kindling it?

"The fire of strife you kindle in another, may bum you
m o r e t h a n h i m . ”
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A V O I D B O A S T I N G - P r o v e r b s 2 7 : 1 , 2

Devotional 88
“Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know

what aday may bring forth. Let another man praise
you, and not your own mouth; astranger, and not
your own lips” (Proverbs 27:1,2).
Whether or not we accept it, life is very fragile. To hear us

talk, you would think we have centuries to live upon the earth,
but this is not true. For any moment can be our last breath
upon this earth. Why do we boast of tomorrow? Is it because
the Bible does not teach the brevity of life and we are deceived?
Certainly not! In fact, from the moment that Adam and Eve
sinned, God’s Word began speaking of the reality of death. Life
is compared to the grasses of the fields, the fading flowers, the
passing of ashadow, avapor, and many other figures. There¬
fore, we become deceived when we feel that we have tomorrow,
and boast of our plans.

Many do not accept the shortness of life because of their
desire to live long. We often place more value on the QUANTITY
of life instead of its QUALITY. As one writer summed it up;
“There appears to exist agreater desire to live long than to live
well! Measure by man’s desires, he cannot live long enough;

by his good deeds, he has not lived long enough:
by his evil deeds, and he has lived too long”

m e a s u r e

m e a s u r e

( Z i m m e r m a n n ) .
Instead of boasting about tomorrow, what should we do? We

should live today so that tomorrow (come what may) will be
well. The best way to live today in view of tomorrow is to live
for God. He truly holds the future in His hands. Since God is
eternal, even premature death will not harm us. In the book
of Revelation when John was permitted to see the seals opened
one by one, the fifth seal revealed “under the altar the souls
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of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the
testimony which they held” (Revelation 6:9). They had been
killed for their faith. To those on earth, it appeared that they
robbed of their future because they could see only fleshly things.
However, John saw them honored by receiving white robes
they rested under the altar (Revelation 6:11). When we include
God in our future, nothing else really matters!

Instead of boasting of tomorrow, Solomon says: “Let another
man praise you, and not your own mouth.” When we praise
ourselves, such is usually exaggerated and is repulsive to others.
However, when we are praised by others, it has an influence for
good.

Therefore, live each day within God’s will; do your best; leave
the praise to others, and ablessing will come to your life.

“The empty vessel makes the greatest sound"
(Shakespeare).

w e r e

a s
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K E E P I N G I N O N E ’ S P L A C E - P r o v e r b s 2 7 : 8

evotUmalEi

“ L i k e a b i r d t h a t w a n d e r s f r o m i t s n e s t i s a m a n
who wanders f rom h is p lace” (Proverbs 27:8) .

Solomon lays down aprinciple in this passage that applies
to many areas of our lives. The bird that wanders from its nest
has left its God-given place in nature. Whether it leaves behind
eggs or baby birds, its neglect will stop life.

How true this is with mankind! All of us have our place in
life and should tenaciously hold on to it. Notice some of the
things in which we should hold to faithfully.

(1) We must have aplace with God if we expect eternal life.
H e s e n t H i s S o n t o b e o u r S a v i o r , b u t w e m u s t r e c e i v e H i m .

Thus, it becomes one’s place to follow Him faithfully. In the
words of Jesus: “If anyone desires to come after me, let him
d e n y h i m s e l f , a n d t a k e u p h i s c r o s s , a n d f o l l o w m e "
( M a t t h e w 1 6 : 2 4 ) . G o d s e t f o r t h c o n d i t i o n s t h a t m u s t b e m e t
before Christ will be our Savior. These conditions prepare our
hearts to get into Christ and He in us. His commandments are
n o t m e r i t o r i o u s i n n a t u r e , b u t r a t h e r r e fl e c t t h e c o n d i t i o n o f

our hearts. Do you bel ieve that Jesus would dwell in an
unbelieving heart? Or in aheart that refuses to repent and
confess His name? Do you think He would accept adisobedient
heart that refuses the command to be baptized? Certainly not!
The one who refuses to obey the Lxird has chosen darkness,
and there is no way that Jesus as light can be compatible with
d a r k n e s s a n d d i s o b e d i e n c e .

Therefore, our God-given place is to do the will of the Father
in becoming aChristian and in living the Christian life. When
we leave this and turn to the ways of the world, like the bird
tha t abandoned i t s nes t , we have le f t God .
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(2) Another God-given place is to have afamily. All across this
nation, husbands, wives, fathers, and mothers are leaving (as it
were) their nests and breaking up homes. The great institution,
the home, is receiving serious blows on every hand, and
thousands of children are facing harmful consequences. Many
of the promises made at the marriage altar are only lies. It is a
common expression made before marriage: “If things don't work
out, we can always get adivorce.” Yes, millions have become like
t h e b i r d t h a t w a n d e r s f r o m i t s n e s t !

The question might be asked, “What happens when man
leaves his God-given place in life?” He turns to all kinds of sin
and immoral practices. Each year brings him another step
downward until life holds nothing more than an empty shell
without future hope. If you have left your God-given place, will
you return?

The most essential element in any home is God” (Dr.
Frank Crane) .

t f
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H E L L I S N E V E R F U L L - P r o v e r b s 2 7 : 2 0

evotumal 90i

“Hell and Destruction are never full; so the eyes of
man are never sa t isfied” (Proverbs 27:20) .

To i l l us t ra te t ha t man i s neve r sa t i sfied , So lomon re fe rs t o
the fact that “Hell and Destruction are never full." Eternal
punishment (as presented in the Bible) is very real. It is not
mentioned atime or two in passing, but appears many times
throughout the Bible. Jesus had much to say during His
ministry about the fires of hell. This may shock you at first,
since He spent so much time in behalf of saving the lost.
However, there is asense in which sa lvat ion is associated wi th
being lost. Jesus taught: “For the Son of Man has come to
seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10). Thus,
His mission was not only to save, but to keep mankind from
being lost. His realization of what hell is like, must have stirred
His love even more to die on the cross so that souls can escape.

Many today do not respond to the Lord’s salvation because
they do not realize the awfulness of being lost. Whether you
consider the Bible description of hell literal or figurative, it
describes aplace that anyone should wish to avoid. The word
“he l l ” i s f r om the G reek wo rd Gehenna , and i s desc r i bed as
an eternal dwelling place for the lost. At the judgment day,
Jesus will say to the wicked: “And these will go away into
e v e r l a s t i n g p u n i s h m e n t , b u t t h e r i g h t e o u s i n t o e t e r n a l
life” (Matthew 25:46). Just as life is eternal for the righteous,
so punishment is eternal for the wicked.

Hell is further described as aplace of darkness. Jesus said,
“And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness.
There wi l l be weeping and gnash ing o f teeth” (Mat thew
25:30). The apostle Peter speaks of the angels who sinned, and
says tha t God : “Cas t t hem down to he l l and de l i ve red
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them into chains of darkness, to be reservedfor judgment”
(2 Peter 2:4).

The punishment of the lost is also described as aplace of fire.
Jesus again spoke of some going, “to hell, into the fire that
s h a l l n e v e r b e q u e n c h e d ” ( M a r k 9 : 4 3 ) . I n t h e b o o k o f
Revelation, hell is described as “fire and brimstone,” and “the
lake of fire” (Revelation 20:10,15). Thus, figuratively or literally,
what could render more pain than this? Now we can better
understand why Jesus spoke of this awful place and said, “There
wil l be weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Matthew 25:30).

When Solomon said, “Hell and Destruction are never full,”
he was declaring that many will be there with room for others.
Jesus described the broad way leading to destruction, and then
added, “And there are many who go in by it” (Matthew 7:13).
Have you allowed Jesus to save you from the fires of hell by
obeying and following Him faithfully?

“If there be aparadise for virtues, there must be ahell for
c r imes” (Causs in) .
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T U R N I N G O U R E A R S F R O M T H E L A W -
P r o v e r b s 2 8 : 9

“One who turns away his ear from hearing the law,
even h is prayer shal l be an abominat ion” (Proverbs
2 8 : 9 ) .

How many of you feel that you spend enough time studying
the Bible? The average person would answer, “I do not!” Too
many times, we have let all the other things of life crowd out
the most important book in life. “The Bible among other books
is as adiamond among precious stones” (John Stoughton). In
the words of another writer: “Information is bursting in upon
people daily in such quantity and from so many different
directions that we cannot possibly assimilate it all. By the time
he has completed high school (after about 10,800 hours of
instruction), the average American has watched more than
15,000 hours of television. According to some estimates, he is
exposed to 1,600 advertising impressions weekly. He lives in
acountry where the daily newspaper circulation exceeds the
number of families, where the circulation of periodicals is twice
as large as the population, and where book publishers
introduce nearly 30,000 new titles and editions in asingle
year” (Lucien E. Coleman, Jr.). Does this explain why many
never study God’s book?

The problem (especially in this nation) is not ashortage of
Bibles. Approximately one billion copies of the Bible are said
to be in existence today. This is enough to reach around the
earth seven times, if laid end to end at the equator. The problem
is the fact that they are not studied!

There is no way we can please God without letting Him speak
to us through His Word. Paul writes to Timothy: “Be diligent
to present yourself approved to God, aworker who does
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not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth"
(2 Timothy 2:15). In (Acts 17:11), Luke praises the Bereans
above those of Thessalonica because they: "Searched the
Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so."

In this text, Solomon is teaching that those who refuse to hear
God’s Word, cannot pray. "Even his prayer shall be an
abomination." Failing to love God’s Word and to study it will
turn God against us.

It is also afact that our children are often discouraged from
Bible reading. Paul Harvey reported: “Bible reading is illegal in
Illinois schools. Bibles are distributed free in Illinois prisons.
Illinois school children: If they won’t let you read the Bible NOW—
wait.” Please remember, “This book can keep you from sin, or
sin can keep you from this book.”

Have you studied your Bible today?
"The Bible is awindow in this prison of hope, through

which we look into eternity" (Dwight).
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D A N G E R S I N C O N C E A L I N G S I N S -
P r o v e r b s 2 8 : 1 3

evotional 92Ei

“ H e w h o c o v e r s h i s s i n s w i l l n o t p r o s p e r , b u t
w h o e v e r c o n f e s s e s a n d f o r s a k e s t h e m w i l l h a v e
mercy” (Proverbs 28 :13) .

I t i s ab ib l i ca l f ac t t ha t a l l who reach the age to be
accountable to God, commit sins. The apostle Paul wrote of
both Jews and Gentiles: “For all have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). This principle applies,
not only to those who are not God’s children, but also to those
w h o h a v e b e e n b o r n a g a i n ( J o h n 3 : 3 ) . J o h n w r o t e t o
Christians, “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive our¬
se lves , and the t ru th i s no t in us ” (1 John 1 :8 ) . What
happens when Christians slip and sin, and what should they
do? In the next verse, John continues, “If we confess our sins.
He is faithful and just to forgive our sins and to cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.” This seems to be exactly what
Solomon is saying in this text; “He who covers his sins will
not prosper, but whoever confesses andforsakes them wil l
h a v e m e r c y . ”

This leads us to ask, why confess our sins? Let us consider
s o m e r e a s o n s :

(1) To receive mercy. Many hide their sins thinking this is the
best way, but it isn’t! There is no hope for mercy when sins are
c o v e r e d .

(2) It is harmful to one’s mental health to bottle up sins. Such
can be to us aconstant fear of being found out. Have you ever
confessed asin and then felt better? If so, you experienced your
mind being freed from aburden.

(3) One must confess sins so that he can renounce them. I t
is not enough to confess sins, but those who belong to God will
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try harder in the future to avoid these sins. Paul wrote: “What
shall we say then? Shall we continue to sin that grace may
abound? Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live
any longer in i t? ” (Romans 6 :1 -2 ) . Chr i s t ians mus t no t
eonsider the graee of God and His forgiveness alicense to sin.
The old idea that I’ll go out and sin tonight and get forgiveness
tomorrow is of the devi l ; not of God.

(4) Confessing sins keeps us from living lies and playing the
role of ahypocrite. Keeping secret sins hidden inside, often
requires lies to be told as one pretends that all is right with his
life. Sin wounds our conscience, and how can we carry around
sins which eat away at us daily?

Being able to find forgiveness through obedience to Christ
through His blood is the most wonderful thing for our lives.
Without His death, there could be NO forgiveness. Paul wrote of
Jesus, “In him we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace"
(Ephesians 1:7).

There is no sin we can be tempted to commit, but we
shal l find agreater sat is fac t ion in res is t ing than in
commi t t i ng " (Howe l l ) .

i t
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R I G H T E O U S L E A D E R S - P r o v e r b s 2 9 : 2

evotional 93d

“When the r igh teous a re in au thor i t y, the peop le
r e j o i c e ; b u t w h e n a w i c k e d m a n r u l e s , t h e p e o p l e
groan” (Proverbs 29:2) .

It has always been God’s plan to have rulers upon this
earth—those who are under Him in authority. This is especially
emphasized as we study the Mosaic dispensation. God chose
Moses to lead His people from Egyptian bondage. When He set
up the tabernacle and the priestly form of worship, He chose
Aaron (brother to Moses) as High Priest over all other priests.
When Moses could no longer serve, Joshua, another great
leader, followed him. After his death, God allowed the people
to look directly to Him for leadership, but they wandered in sin,
and it became necessary (time and time again) for God to call
forth men to serve as judges.

Finally, after many judges, the nation of Israel desired aking.
For the following one hundred twenty years, three kings: Saul,
Dav id , and Solomon served Israe l , and th is was known as the
United Kingdom of Israel. After Solomon’s death, the kingdom
was d iv ided and many k ings served both k ingdoms. The
Northern Kingdom mostly had evil rulers which finally led God
to send them into captivity—never to return. However, the
Kingdom of Judah had both good and evil kings. When they
had agood king, God’s people prospered and rejoiced; when
they chose an evil ruler, they were depressed and defeated.
Therefore, righteous rulers were very important.

This same priniciple is certainly true today whether one
considers government on all levels, or leadership in the Lxjrd’s
church. Acorrupt leader in any capacity brings saddness to
those following. During acampaign year, many promises are
m a d e w h i c h w e k n o w s o o f t e n c a n n o t b e c a r r i e d o u t . T h o s e
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who are honest will suggest these promises as goals, and will
then faithfully work to cany them out. Even if such is not possible
to aceomplish, we respeet them if they are righteous men and
women. And be assured that their right actions will bring
rejoicing to the people, but those who are corrupt will bring
mourn ing .

In choosing leadership, we should certainly seek those qualified
to lead, but we should never overlook their moral lives. Regardless
of their ability, they will bring sorrow to those they lead, if they
are not seeking that which is right.

When Paul (guided by the Holy Spirit) gave the qualifications
for elders and deacons in the church (1 Timothy 3; Titus 1),
he placed great emphasis on these men having good, clean, moral
lives with good reports from within and without! May God help
us all to seek righteous people to fill the various positions of
leadership is my hope and prayer.

"Five things are requisite to agood officer—ability, clean
hands, dispatch, patience, and impartiality” (Penn).
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T H E I M P O R T A N C E O F V I S I O N -
P r o v e r b s 2 9 : 1 8

evotionalId

“Where there is no revelation (prophetic vision), the
people cast off restraint; but happy is he who keeps
t h e l a w ” ( P r o v e r b s 2 9 : 1 8 ) .

The vision that Solomon is speaking of here is that vision
o r r e v e l a t i o n w h i c h c o m e s f r o m t h e W o r d o f G o d . T h e r e a r e

three important questions that mankind should ask in regard
to his existence and purpose of life: (1) Where did Icome from?
(2) Why am 1here? (3) What is my destiny? Those who seek
answers to these questions from sources other than the Bible,
w i l l b e b l i n d e d . T h o s e w h o s e e k t h e a n s w e r s f r o m H i s W o r d

will have true vision and will find happiness. May we please
examine each of these questions from God’s Word:

The answer to, “Where did 1come from?” is found in the book
of Genesis. Here, in the beautiful story of creation, we learn that
we came from God. Not in the sense of explaining our physical
bodies only, but also in the sense of our inner beings—our
souls! When God antieipated making man. He said, “Let Us
m a k e m a n i n o u r i m a g e , a c c o r d i n g t o o u r l i k e n e s s ”
(Genesis 1:26). Later in creation we are told, “So God created
man in his own image; in the image of God he created him;
ma le and fema le he c rea ted them” (v. 27 ) . We a re no
aceident or chance; we are not an evolved sophisticated animal!
We have in us asoul made in God’s image.

T h e s e c o n d q u e s t i o n , “ W h y a m 1 h e r e ? ” i s a l s o v e r y
important. Millions live and die without finding the answer to
this question. Solomon, by the wisdom that God gave him,
knew the answer. He viewed life from every angle and eame
to this eonelusion: “Fear God and keep His commandments,
for this is the whole duty of man” (Ecclesiastes 12:13). All
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the other things of life have their place, but only as they
compliment glorifying God. We can do this by rearing God-fearing
families, by working for our livelihood, by engaging in clean
recreation, and in our worship and service to God.

Our God did not make us l ike the rest of creat ion. Man was
given an eternal soul with dominion over creation. He said to
man: “Let them, have dominion over the fish of the sea, over
the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth
and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth”
(Genesis 1:26). The animals die and disappear forever, but
mankind has aliving soul that lives after death.

The third question, “What is my destiny?” is also answered.
The Bible lifts the curtain beyond death and describes one of two
places where man’s soul will live throughout eternity. His soul
will either be with God, saved, or separated from God, lost! The
sacrifice of Jesus makes salvation possible. However, dying in sin
(without Him) causes one to be lost .

How is your vision? Are you living ONLY for today? Are you
raising your vision to eternity by keeping God’s will?

“The thought of eternity consoles for the shortness of life”
(Makesherbes) .
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A D D I T I O N S T O G O D ' S W O R D A R E W R O N G -
P r o v e r b s 3 0 : 6

d

“Do not add to his words, lest he reprove you, and
you be found aliar” (Proverbs 30:6).
There has been atemptation down through the centuries for

man to add to the Word of God, but in all ages of time, such
has displeased God. His Word is authoritative and no man,
regardless of how wise he considers himself, should add to it.

Why has it been atemptation in all generations to add to
God’s Word? Because man’s wi l l and desi re are of ten d i f ferent
from that of God. Isaiah recognized this in the following words:
“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your
ways my ways, says the LXORD. For as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your
ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts” ( Isaiah
55:8,9). Since man’s ways and thoughts are different from that
of God, he often adds them to the Word of God. Be assured that
God is displeased, because those who add to God’s Word,
disobey Him!

An example of this is found in the actions of the first king
of Israel, King Saul. When God gave him acommand to destroy
the Amalakites and all their animals, Saul did not agree. There¬
fore, he brought back from battle some choice animals as well
as King Agag. God spoke through Samuel and rebuked Saul.
The king tried to justify his actions by claiming that he brought
b a c k t h e a n i m a l s t o b e u s e d f o r s a c r i fi c e s t o G o d . N o t i c e
Samuel’s answer to him: “Has the LORD as great delight in
burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of
the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to
heed than the fat of rams.” Then he delivered God’s verdict
to King Saul: “Because you have rejected the word of
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the LORD, He also has rejected you from being king"
(1 Samuel 15:22,23). When Saul followed his own wishes, he
added to God’s Word, disobeyed God, and lost his position as king.

How does God feel today under the Christian age? When we
observe all the religions that are practicing things not found in
God’s Word, and wearing names which are not found in the Bible,
we might get the impression that God has given man the right
to add! Not so! Man has added to His Word in spite of the many
warnings. The apostle Paul warned: “But even if we, or an angel
from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we
have preached to you, let him be accursed" (Galatians 1:8).
John wrote: “Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the
doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in the
doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son" (2 John
9). As John closed the New Tbstament and the book of Revelation,
he warned of agreat punishment to those who would “add to”
or “take from” the book (Revelation 22:18,19). Therefore, those
who do not let God’s Word stand, will fall!

The scriptures teach us the best way of living, the noblest
way of suffering, and the most comfortable way of dying"
(Flavel).
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S E E K I N G C O N T E N T M E N T - P r o v e r b s 3 0 : 7 - 9

evotional 96Ed

“Two things Irequest of you (Deprive me not before
Idie): Remove falsehood and lies far from me; give
neither poverty nor riches—feed me with the food you
prescribe for me; lest Ibe full and deny you, and say,
‘Who is the LORD?’ Or lest Ibe poor and steal, and
profane the name of my God” (Proverbs 30:7-9).
This text descr ibes an ind iv idual seeking contentment .

Doesn’t this sound different from the prayers of modern man?
In regard to poverty and riches, we seek riches, but in so many
cases, they bring sorrow. Here, the wise man considers the
extremes of poverty and riches as being dangerous. He feared
riches because of the temptation to disown God, and to say,
“Who is the LORD?” Haven’t we seen this happen often in our
lifetime? It doesn’t have to be this way, but so often it is! One
becomes rich and forgets God. This is why Paul instructed
Timothy: “For the love of money is aroot of all kinds of evil,
for which some have strayed from the faith in their greed¬
iness, and pierced themselves through with many
sor rows” (1 Timo thy 6 :10 ) .

The other extreme to avoid is poverty. Solomon warns that
there is atemptation for those in poverty to steal, and to
dishonor the name of God. Again, this is not always the case!
Most of us know extremely poor people who are honest, and
would go hungry before stealing. However, this is not the
general rule. There have been millions down through the
centuries who have allowed poverty to lead them to steal. Paul
must have recognized this principle when he wrote:
who stole steal no longer, but rather let him labor, working
with his hands what is good, that he may have something
to give him who has need” (Ephesians 4:28).

m e

L e t h i m
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Thus, we can see that these extremes, riches and poverty, bring
temptations. In Solomon’s prayer he further prayed: “Feed
with the food you prescribe for me"

In our modern age of inflation, the essentials for survival have
increased, but the spiritual principles in this passage are still true.
The lesson is, “Lord, don’t let the material things of life, either
abundance or scarcity, keep me from serving you.” Jesus taught
how to keep our lives in balance with physical things when He
said: "But seek first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you”
(Matthew 6:33). This is the rule that Paul followed and
therefore able to say: “For Ihave learned in whatever state
Iam, to be content” (Philippians 4:11). Have you found this
c o n t e n t m e n t ?

“He who is not contented with what he has, would not be
contented with what he would like to have. Contentment is
natural wealth, luxury is artificial poverty” (Socrates).

m e

w a s
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T H R E E A M A Z I N G T H I N G S N O T

U N D E R S T O O D - P r o v e r b s 3 0 : 1 8 , 1 9

evotional 97i

“There are three things which are too wonderful for
me, yes, four which Ido not understand: The way of
an eagle in the air, the way of aserpent on arock, the
way of aship in the midst of the sea, and the way of
a m a n w i t h a v i r g i n ” ( P r o v e r b s 3 0 : 1 8 , 1 9 ) .
Whether we eonsider these literal or merely illustrations to

point out truths, the things mentioned in these verses are
amazing. It should remind us of the faet that God has made
amazing wonders in His creation. When God, day by day,
created the heavens and the earth. He was able to say, “It is
good." How true today is this statement! The more one studies
a l l t h e c r e a t u r e s o f H i s c r e a t i o n , t h e m o r e o n e r e a l i z e s t h a t a l l

is amazing. Even though years of study has brought much
enlightenment to the understanding of God’s creation, man has
only scratched the surface.

It is further amazing how anyone can study the universe, the
plant and animal kingdoms, along with mankind, and then say
that all of this happened by chance. To believe the atheist,
requires more faith than to believe that God made all things
with design and pattern. As one writer put it: “To be an atheist
requires an infinitely greater measure of faith than to receive
all the great truths which atheism would deny” (Addison).
Another, “The footprint of the savage in the sand is sufficient
to prove the presence of man to the atheist who wil l not
recognize God though His hand is impressed on the entire
universe” (Hugh Mil ler).

Why can’t they see their foolish stand? Why would they want
to trade God for chance? Jeremy Tkylor wrote: “What can be
m o r e f o o l i s h t h a n t o t h i n k t h a t a l l t h i s r a r e f a b r i c o f h e a v e n
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and earth could come by chance, when all the skill of art is not
able to make an oyster? To see rare effects, and no cause: a
m o t i o n , w i t h o u t a m o v e r ; a c i r c l e , w i t h o u t a c e n t e r ; a t i m e ,
without an eternity: asecond, without afirst: these are things
so against philosophy and natural reason, that he must be abeast
in understanding who can believe in them. The thing formed,
says that nothing formed it; £ind that which is made is, while that
which made it is not! This folly is infinite.”

Why would anyone want to destroy God? Atheism is the death
of hope, the suicide of the soul, and those who trade God for
chance, make apoor trade. One author penned it this way. “The
atheist is one who fain would pull God from His throne, and in
the place of heaven’s eternal King set up the phantom chance”
(Glynn).

Yes, there will always be things about God’s creation that we
do not understand, but these should increase our faith to believe
the words of the song about God: “How Great Thou Art!”

"Atheism is adisease of the soul, before it becomes an
error of the understanding" (Plato).
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F O U R S M A L L W I S E T H I N G S -
P r o v e r b s 3 0 : 2 4 - 2 8

evotional 98Tji

“There are four things which are little on the earth,
but they are exceedingly wise: the ants are apeople
not strong, yet they prepare their food in the summer;
the rock badgers are afeeble folk, yet they make their
homes in the crags; the locusts have no king, yet they
all advance in ranks; the spider skillfully grasps with
its hands, and it is in kings’ palaces" (Proverbs
3 0 : 2 4 - 2 8 ) .

In this passage Solomon chooses four small creatures that
are very wise to emphasize some important traits. These are
very small, but great lessons can be learned from them. May
we observe each and the lessons they teach.

The ants are tiny and weak, and can be destroyed between
two fingers, but their littleness does not stop them from
preparing their food in the summer. It is sad, but millions
among mankind are not this wise. They will not prepare for
their physical needs, and more importantly, they do not prepare
for eternity. The Bible echoes over and over the importance of
spiritual preparation. The prophet Amos wrote: “Prepare to
meet your God, OIsrael!” (Amos 4:12). Jesus told the
parable of the ten virgins to show the foolishness of the five
who did not prepare, and the wisdom of the other five who
made full preparation (Matthew 25:1-13).

Solomon further says that the rock badgers are feeble folk,
yet they make their homes in the crags. These little animals
act wisely. Even though they are not able to fight astrong
enemy, they become secure by hiding in the rocks. We must
find our strength in Jesus the rock of ages!
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Next, the locust is used to teach the strength found in unity.
Even though they have no leader or king, they all advance in rank
and accomplish their mission. There is strength in unity and
weakness in division. Our Lord prayed for all believers: ‘‘That
they all may be one, as you, Father, are in me, and Iin you;
that they also may be one in us, that the world may believe
that you sent me" (John 17:21).

Finally, the spider teaches the importance of working with our
hands. We can never be happy in this life, nor can we please God,
without working. Paul wrote to the Philippian brethren; ‘‘Work
o u t y o u r o w n s a l v a t i o n w i t h f e a r a n d t r e m b l i n g "
(Phi l ippians 2:12).

May the four little things help us to be BIG as we give our lives
daily to the Lord!

‘‘Little drops of water, little grains of sand, make the
mighty ocean and the pleasant land; so the little minutes,
humble though they be, make the mighty ages of eternity"
(Mrs. Julia A. Fletcher Carney).
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R E F U S E E V I L T H O U G H T S > P r o v e r b s 3 0 : 3 2

evoHonalSd

“If you have been foolish in exalting yourself, or if
you have devised evil, put your hand on your mouth"
(Proverbs 30:32) .
If we desire to keep our lives right with God, we must control

our thoughts. Evil thoughts will often invade our minds, but
we must run them ou t . “Pu t your hand on your mouth”
suggests putting an end to evil thoughts. Be assured that if we
don’t stop them in our minds, they will materialize and become
e v i l d e e d s .

The question that needs to be considered is, how does one
keep his heart pure and refuse evil thoughts?

(1) There must be acommitment to apure heart. Once we
decide to keep our hearts pure, we will work harder to keep out
the evil. “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see
God" (Matthew 5:8). Seeking apure heart is ahigh and noble
goal. Although we may falter at times, this true goal of purity
will lead us to try harder.

(2) Keep our hearts filled with pure thoughts. The mind is
so designed that it will not remain idle, for thoughts of some
type must come through. Knowing this, we should choose good
things for thought. “Finally, brethren, whatever things are
true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just,
w h a t e v e r t h i n g s a r e p u r e , w h a t e v e r t h i n g s a r e l o v e l y,
whatever things are of good report, i f there is any virtue
and i f there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these
th i ngs " (Ph i l i pp i ans 4 :8 ) .

(3) We must stop evil thoughts from staying in our hearts.
Yes, they will come in, but we should exercise all will power
to remove them. At the time, they may seem exciting and
tempting, however, we must remind ourselves that such will
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only lead to sin and hurt. It may be necessary to stop and pray
them away. Once we pause and pray asincere prayer, it will be
more difficult for the evil thoughts to return.

(4) Evil thoughts can be refused by filling our lives with doing
good. It is still true that “An idle mind is the devil’s workshop.”
It is just as true that, “A busy mind for good, helps keep the devil
away!” Remember, we cannot rise above our thoughts. Good
thoughts and good actions go together, and so do evil thoughts
and evil actions! (Proverbs 23:7).

What about you, are you trying to control the evil that invades
your heart, or can it be said that you are encouraging it?
Remember, the people with whom you associate, the books you
read, and your desire to seek either good or evil, will influence
your thoughts.

The next time you are tempted to have evil thoughts, put your
hand on your mouth and stop them!

"Guard well thy thoughts; our thoughts are heard in
heaven” (Young).
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A V I R T U O U S W I F E - P r o v e r b s 3 1 : 1 0

evotional 100Ei

“Who can find avirtuous wife? For her worth is far
above rubies” (Proverbs 31:10) .
The virtuous wife described in Proverbs chapter 31, has been

admired and studied more than most proverbs because she
represents the ideal wife. It is afact that not all women are
virtuous because they do not desire to be. However, those who
choose to be, are valued above the price of rubies.

The writer does not stop with proclaiming the value of a
virtuous wife, but proceeds to explain her worth. He begins by
saying that she is trustworthy. Her husband has full confidence
in her since she brings him good and not evil, all the days of
her life. Some wives do good for atime, and then change to
evil, but not this virtuous wife. She makes and keeps alifetime
c o m m i t m e n t .

Her life is filled with profitable labor as she works with willing
hands. This includes the proper selection of wool for clothing,
and the gathering of food like afaithful merchant ship from
afar. In order to provide for her househoid, she must arise from
sleep while it is yet night, but she does this willingly. To extend
her usefulness further, she buys afield for the purpose of
planting avineyard. With strong arms and awilling spirit, she
goes about her work vigorously. She is asuccessful business
woman making sure that her trading of merchandise is profit¬
able. To accomplish all that needs to be done, she must work
late into the night. Since she feels the need to clothe her family
against winter snows, she provides them with scarlet. Her
fingers work skillfully as she stretches them out to the distaff
and hoids the spindle.

Although she is deeply concerned about her family, she does
not forget others and their needs. She extends her hands to the
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poor, and reaches out her hands to the needy. She keeps her own
house beautifully decorated—even makes herself tapestry. Her
appearance is such that it reflects dignity and beauty for she is
clothed in fine linen and purple.

She helps her husband to be respected in his role of life as he
takes his seat among the elders of the land. She plans for the
future by making linen garments to be sold to the merchants.
With strength and dignity, she can laugh at the time to come.
In order to accomplish all of this, she possesses wisdom, and the
law of kindness is on her tongue.

Her heart is thrilled when her children rise up and call her
blessed, and her husband praises her. This virtuous wife, the
model for all women to follow, excels them all. What is the real
secret of her greatness? Is it simply charm and beauty? No!
“Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, but awoman who

fears the LORD, she shall be praised.” (v. 30).
“A handsome woman is ajewel; agood woman is a

treasure" (Saadi).
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