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more effectively preach the gospel of Jesus Christ. You

will find charts to illustrate each sermon, outlines to
assist you while delivering the messages, and written sermons
to aid you in study and preparation. A variety of subjects have
been covered so that a balanced spiritual diet can be obtained
through preaching the word. It has been found (through ex-
perience) that an audience appreciates a variety of subjects so
that they can obtain a well-rounded knowledge of God’s
word. Therefore, you will find subjects relating to the cross,
the church, leadership, moral issues, marriage and the home,
doctrines, the word of God, baptism, church growth, prayer,
Christ, soul saving, and the value of life. Each sermon is for-
tified with many scriptures, and has been designed to lead the
listeners to the words of life. .

It would be impossible to know how many have influenced
this author (through gospel teaching) over the years, but
gratitude is expressed to all that contributed through the
pulpit, books, and articles from various Christian publica-
tions. Even though it would not be possible to name all that
have helped, be assured that they are appreciated. When a
quote or poem was used, an effort was made to give recogni-
tion; however, some of these were unknown. Therefore,
whether known or unknown, be assured that their works are
passed on to you with sincere gratitude.

T he sermons in this book are designed to help you

Appreciation is also expressed to the various congregations
over the years that allowed me to preach these sermons. Their
nerous acceptance helped me to determine what seemed to
be the most effective sermons to be included in this work.
There are so many young men in the church that are begin-
ning their work as a preacher of the gospel. This can be a very
difficult time for choosing and preaching sermons, and it is
hoped that this book: “Sermons To See and Hear,”” will prove
to be a blessing to them. These twenty sermons represent
any hours of labor and study over a period of some thirty-
five years. Hopefully, you will use these messages, along with
ycl)ur own study and style, to make them even more effective.
‘The first book of sermons by this author, “Charts and Ser-
mons for Overbead Projectors,”” Quality Publications, has been
ell received. Thanks to all of you so very much for your con-
dence and support.
It will be my continual prayer that both of these volumes
ill have some part in spreading the gospel to a lost and dying
orld. May God’s blessings be upon all that preach the word
F God in its purity, and upon those honest hearts that
eceive the word of God for sincere obedience, is my prayer!

Qf g thg
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NO ROOM IN THE INN

Luke 2:7

*Love of Riches

1 TIMOTHY 6:10, 17; ACTS 5:1-10

*Lust of the Flesh

Because of...

*Living in

Religious Error

MATTHEW 15:9; JAMES 5:10

*Love of Self

LUKE 18:13; ROMANS 12:3

. GALATIANS5:16; 2 PETER 1:4; 2:10; 1 JOHN-2:16 - -



No Room In The Inn?

Introduction:
A. Read text: (Luke 2:7)
B. Millions of words written about Christ’s birth
and life
1. Some joyful and others sad
2. Words of our text tell us Jesus born in
world of rejection

3. No place to later lay His head (Matthew
8:20), no place in the Inn to be born

C. So busy with taxes, had no idea that Son of God
was being born

D. Same is true today, so busy with the physical
things, no place in the Inn for Him

E. In this lesson, look at some things that crowd
out Jesus:

I. Because Of. . .Love Of Riches
A. Riches always represented as one of enemies of
God
1. Doesn’t have to be this way
2. God made Adam and Eve rich
(Genesis 1:29,30)
. What happened? Allowed these to be
more important than God’s will
4. Allowed lust to overshadow God
(1 John 2:16)
Eve chose the fleshly over God
(Genesis 3:6)
B. From that day a problem with the human race
1. Israel had this problem
(Deuteronomy 8:11-14)
2. Prophets spoke for God (Amos 3:15)

C. Both Old and New Testaments warn against
riches
1. Money is to be a servant, not a master
2. When order is reversed, trouble
(1 Timothy 6:10)
3. The rich warned (I Timothy 6:17)

D. Jews of Bethlehem overlooked Savior
(Matthew 1:21),
1. Too busy looking after material things
E. Rich young ruler traded his soul for riches
(Matthew 19:22)
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F. One soul is more valuable than all riches
1. Jesus taught this (Marthew 16:26)
2. Riches are temporary (Proverbs 23:4,5)
G. Love for money led Ananias and Sapphira to lie
(Acts 5:3)
1. One must seck first the kingdom
(Matthew 6:33)

2. Otherwise, we close the Inn to Jesus!

II. Because Of. . .Lust Of The Flesh
A. Lust of flesh is close kin to love of money

B. Lust defined: “‘an unlawful intense, excessive,
and unrestrained desire”
1. Associated with all kinds of sexual
immorality ‘
2. One of the three avenues of devil
(Genesis 3:6)
3. The devil used against Jesus
(Matthew 4:3-11)
4. Of the world, and should not be loved
{ John 2:15,16)
C. Lust of the flesh is an enemy to the Spirit
1. (Galatians 5:16,17)
2. All 17 works of the flesh relate to lust
3. Keeps one out of kingdom (Galatians 5:21)
4. Those who practice such, have no room
for Jesus in the Inn
D. Lust of the flesh can never be compatible with
Jesus
1. To have the divine nature, must escape
these (2 Peter 1:4)
2. A place of punishment reserved for the
fleshly (2 Peter 2:9,10)

E. No way to say ““I love Jesus” and follow the lust
of flesh
1. Must have new birth (Jobn 3:5)

2. Must be a new creation
(2 Corinthians 5:17)
3. Must not love the world (1 Jobn 2:15)
F. No room in the Inn, if have lust of the flesh

IOI. Because Of. . .Living In Religious

Error
A. Error has been a problem (in and out of the



church)
1. False teachers and error-loving listeners

B. Pure doctrine is important to God
1. (Matthew 15:13,14)
2. Compared to thieves and robbers
(Jobn 10:1-5; 12)
3. Paul warned Ephesian elders
(Acts 20:29,30)
C. Paul’s attitude toward those that refused truth
1. (1 Timothy 6:3-5)
2. Warned against Hymenaeus and Philetus
(2 Timothy 2:17,18)
D. John and James opposed false teachers
1. 2 John 9)
2. (James 5:19,20)

IV. Because Of. . .Love Of Self
A. Some love self too much

B. Self is good standard if controlled
(Marthew 22:39)
1. Selfish pride shuts out Jesus
(Proverbs 16:5; Romans 12:3)
C. Christ praised sinner without pride in temple
(Luke 18:13)
1. Condemned prideful Pharisee

D. Before following Jesus, must deny self
(Mark 8:34)

E. Joseph and Mary did not force their Way into the
Inn

1. Just went to a manger (Luke 2:7)
F. Solomon’s definition of a fool
(Proverbs 12:15; 14:12; 26:12) _
G. Isaiah and Paul condemn loving self too much
1. (Imiah 5:21; Galatians 6:3)
Conclusion:
A. Do you have room for Jesus in the Inn - in your
life?
B. Have you turned Him away because of love of
riches, fleshly lust, religious error, and pride?
C. Will you obey and find room for Him today?




No Room In The Inn

Introduction:

“And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped him in
swaddling cloths, and laid him in a manger, because there was no
room for them in the inn’’ (Luke 2:7)

illions of words have been written about the birth,

ministry, and sacrifice of Jesus; some have been joy-

ful, instructive, and sad, but all that is said about
the Son of God is important. The words of this text inform
us that Jesus was born in an environment of rejection. Not
only did the Son of Man not have a place later to lay His head
(Matthew 8:20), but He didn’t have a place in the Inn to be
born. This was a busy time in Bethlehem because it was tax
time. Especially those, of the house of David, had their minds
on business and had no idea that the spiritual Son of David
needed a place to be born. Everything else was given priority
rather than Jesus!

Doesn’t this sound familiar? Hasn’t every generation since
the time of His birth made the same mistake? Yes, millions
get so caught up in fleshly things that they have no room in
the Inn. We so often force Him into a stable among the
animals instead of giving Him a place of honor in the Inn. It
shall be our purpose in this study to look at some things in
life that crowd out Jesus. Why is there often no room in the
Inn—in our lives?

Because Of. . .Love Of Riches

Riches have always represented one of the many enemies of
God, but it doesn’t have to be this way. When God first
made man and woman, He gave them dominion over all
things which would meet their physical needs—“the berb that
yields seed which is on the face of all the earth, and every tree whose
Srust yields seed; to you it shall be for food. Also, to every beast of the
earth, to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the
earth, in which there is life*’ (Genesis 1:29,30). Talk about a
couple being rich! The Lord just handed them the earth and
all that was in it. Add to all this a beautiful garden especially
planted, watered, and decorated by the hand of God, and
you have the wealthiest couple ever to live on the earth.
What happened? They allowed these things to become more
important than God. “The lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes, and
the pride of life”’ (1 John 2:16), overshadowed God. When Eve
compared the forbidden fruit with its beauty, its appeal to the
appetite, and its power to make one wise (Genesis 3:6), to
God’s will, she chose the fleshly, and Adam followed her sin-
ful ways (Genesis 3:6).

This was the beginning of crowding God out for riches, but
not the end. This becomes a common denominator found in

all generations since Adam. In the special nation, Israel, that
God formed through the seed of Abraham, this was con-
tinually a problem. When Israel forgot God and had no room
for Him in their lives, they were usually blinded by the love
of riches and lust. They had been warned: “Beware that you do
not fopget the LORD your God by not keeping his commandments,

his judgments, and his statutes which I command you today. Lest
—when you have eaten and are full, and have buslt beantifisl houses
and dwell in them; and when your herds and your flocks multiply,

and your silver and your gold are multiplied, and all that you have is
multiplied; when your heart is lifted up, and you forget the LORD
your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, from the house of
bondage’’ (Deuteronomy 11-14). Later when Israel chose riches
instead of God, Amos, a spokesman for God said: I will
destroy the winter house along with the summer house; the houses of
wory shall perish, and the great houses shall have an end, says the
LORD”’ (Amos 3:15).

Both the Old and New Testaments warn against allowing
riches to crowd out the spiritual. Money is to be used as a ser-
vant instead of a master! Mankind is to love the Lord, and
not money. When the order is reversed, his life becomes filled
with evil. “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for
which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and
preveed themselves through with many sorvows” (1 Timothy 6:10).
It is no wonder that Paul told Timothy to: “Command those
who are rvich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in
uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things
to enjoy’ (1 Timothy 6:17).

The things that the Jews were seeking in Bethlehem when
Jesus was born were so small compared to His birth. For cen-
turies they had looked for and studied from the prophets
about His appearance. And yet, as He was ready to be born
to bring salvation to the world (Matzhew 1:21), there was no
room for Him in the Inn. Material riches seem so important
at the time, and millions are willing to sell their souls for
them. When the rich young ruler weighed his riches against
following Jesus and gaining eternal life, he chose his riches
(Matthew 19:22).

Jesus taught that riches compared to just one soul is
nothing (Matthew 16:26). Remember, riches are so temporary
and can be lost easier than gained. Solomon warns: “Do not
overwork to be rich; because of your own understanding, cease! Will
you set your eyes on that which is not? For riches cevtainly make
themselves wings; they fly awny like an eagle toward heaven”
(Proverbs 23:4,5).

Ananias and Sapphira learned that one cannot love riches
and still be a faithful Christian. Their love of riches led them
to “lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of the land



for themselves” (Acts 5:3). Their actions caused them to die
both spiritually and physically! Therefore, “seek first the
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things shall be
added to you”’ (Matthew 6:33). Don’t ever allow riches to close
the Inn to Jesus, the Savior of the world!

Because Of. . .Lust Of The Flesh

It should be easy to see that “‘love of money,”” and “‘lust of
the flesh’” are close kin. The word “‘lust® as used in the Bible
means an unlawful intense, excessive and unrestrained desire.
It is most often associated with the flesh and especially all
kinds of sexual immorality. The lust of the flesh is one of the
three avenues used by the devil against Eve (Genesis 3:6), and
against Jesus (Matthew 4:3-11), and listed by John as “the
things tn the world” (1 John 2:15,16), that should not be loved.
The “lust of the flesh’ is an enemy to the Spirit. “Walk in the
Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. For the flesh lusts
against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are con-
trary to ome another, so that you do not do the things that you wish”>’
(Galatians 5:16,17). Paul proceeds in verse 19 to name the
works of the flesh. If you will analyze the 17 works listed, you
will see that all kinds of sexual impurities, murder, idolatry,
fightings, and drunken parties are given. He concludes his list
by saying: “that those who practice such things will not inherit the
kingdom of God”’ (v. 21). What is Paul saying? Those who prac-
tice the lust of the flesh have no room for Jesus in the Inn!
He is sent away to the stable.

One of the beautiful things about being a follower of Jesus
is that we can be different from the corruption of the world.
Remember, the lust of the fleshly world can never be com-
patible with Jesus, and the world and Jesus can never stay in
the same heart. This is what Peter meant when he referred to
the exceedingly great and precious promises given by Jesus.
““That through these yon may be partakers of the dwine nature, hav-
ing escaped the corvuption that is in the world through lust’’ (2 Peter
1:4). If one has not escaped the world’s fleshly corruption,
there is no room for Jesus. Peter later writes that the Lord
will “reserve the unjust under punishment for the day of judgment,
and especially those who walk according to the flesh in the lust of
uncleanness and despise authority” (2 Peter 2:9,10).

There is no way that one can say and mean the words, *I
love Jesus,’” and still follow the lustful ways of the world. The
new birth into the kingdom demands being new (Join 3:5; 2
Corinthians 5:17). John makes it clear that if any man loves
the world, the love of the Father is not in him (I John 2:15).
Is there no room for Jesus in the Inn because of the ““lust of
the flesh?”

Because Of. . .Living In Religious Error

One of the difficulties in life over the centuries (even among
believers) is religious error. There have always been those that
feel that keeping the pure doctrine of the Bible is not
necessary. Therefore, false teachers have taught, and ears that
love to hear strange things have listened. True doctrine is
important, and without it Jesus has no room in the Inn.
Jesus taught of false doctrine: “Every plant which my heavenly
Eather has not planted will be uprooted” (Matthew 15:13). As to
false teachers He responded: “Let them alone. They are blind
leaders of the blind. And if the blind leads the blind, both will fall
into a dizch”’ (v. 14). Our Lord thought of these teachers as
being thieves and robbers that climb over the wall of the
sheepfold instead of going through the door (John 10:1-5;
12). Paul used the same figure as he warned the Ephesian
elders: “For I know this, thht after my departure savage wolves will

!
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cm'C‘e in amonyg you not sparing the flock. Also from amony yourselves
men will vise up, speaking perverse things, to draw avwmy the disciples
uﬁ]rr themselves” (Acts 20:29,30). Thus, false teachers are com-
pared to the attacks of savage wolves, and when following
these, there can be NO room for Jesus.

Paul instructed Timothy, how did he feel toward those
that refused the truth and taught otherwise? “If anyone teaches
otherwise and does not consent to wholesome wonds, even the words of

Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to
godliness, he is proud, knowing nothing, but is obsessed with disputes
:p)d agguments over wonds, from which come envy, strife, reviling,
| suspicions” (1 Timothy 6:3,4). In ». 5 he says that they are
“Yestitute of the truth,”’ and should be withdrawn from. Later
in|his second book to Timothy, Paul warned him against two
false teachers, Hymenaeus and Philetus, and said that ““their
e will spread like cancer” (2 Timothy 2:17). They had
“strayed concerning the truth, saying that the resurvection is already
past; and they overthrow the faith of some” (v. 18). How could
th:csc, (or anyone else) claim to make room for Jesus in the
Inn?
How strongly did the apostle John feel about false doctrine?
e wrote: ““Whoever twi and does not abide in the doctrine
of Christ does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ
bas both the Father and the Son” (2 Jobn 9). James, in his little
baook, teaches that even a brother can become lost when he
ders from the truth, and needs to be turned back to be
saved (James 5:19,20). Therefore, throw away all creed books
written by man, and make room for Jesus in the Inn.

Blecause Of. . .Love Of Self

How many times do we have no room for Jesus in the Inn
because we are so occupied with self? Please understand that
there is nothing wrong with respecting one’s self, because
“loving self” is the standard by which we are to love our
neighbors (Matthew 22:39). However, Jesus is shut out when
one becomes self-righteous and self-conceited. We cannot
have both sinful pride and Jesus in our hearts together.
“Everyone who is proud in heart is an abomination to the Lord;”
(vaerb: 16:5). Paul wrote: “For I sy, through the grace given to

, 10 everyone who is amonyg you, not to think of himself more
highly than be ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt
to|each ome a measure of faith”’ (Romans 12:3).

Jesus praised a tax collector that went to the temple and
said, “‘God be merciful to me a sinner” (Luke 18:13), but sent
thfe Pharisee away empty handed. The Pharisee was so full of
self and his own righteousness that he had no room for
anything else in his life. He felt so sold on himself that he did
not ask for anything. Before one can make room for Jesus, he

ust first deny himself (Mark 8:34).

:l]csus will enter only where He is wanted and needed. In

e text, Joseph and Mary did not force their way into the
I.}ln, but went to a lowly place where Jesus was born, wrap-

ped “in swaddling clotirs, and laid Him in a manger” (Luke 2.7).
Selfish pride will close the door of the Inn as quickly as
ything else! Why? “The way of a fool is right in his own eyes,
but be who beeds counsel is wise> (Proverbs 12:15). ““There is a way
wllfich seems right to & man, but its end is the way of death” (Pro-
s 14:12). ““Do you see & man wise in his own eyes? There is more
hope for a fool than for him”’ (Proverbs 26:12). The prophet
Ispiah pronounced: ““Woe to those who are wise in thetr own eyes,
prudent in their own sight!” (Imiah 5:21). Then Paul
mmed it up: “For if anyone thinks himself to be something,
when be is nothing, he deceives himself>’ (Galatians 6:3).



Conclusion:

Therefore, all of us should pause and consider if we have
room for Jesus in our lives, or if we (like the ancient Inn
keeper) turn Him away because of love of riches, fleshly lust,
religious error, and self. To turn Jesus away spiritually is the
most serious mistake that anyone can make in this life. Will
you find room for Him in the Inn today?
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What The Cross Brings

Part 1

Introduction:

A. One Sunday after communion, thought on what
the cross brings
1. Thought of twelve things - selected six for
these two sermons

2. In this sermon, will look at the first three:

I. The Cross Brings Redemption
A. Redemption means “to buy back or to set free”
B. From Adam and Eve - Man a slave to sin
1. (Romans 3:23; Romans 6:17,18).
C. Before redemption, price must be paid
D. What did it cost Christ?
1. Gold and silver not enough
2. Required “precious blood of Christ
(1 Peter 1:18,19)
E. Man did not deserve redemption, came by grace
L. (Ephesians 1:7; Romans 3:24).

F. Under Moses’ Law, a continual struggle with sin
1. Had Priesthood, High Priest, Day of
Atonement, and animal blood
2. Still needed permanent forgiveness through
Christ (Hebrews 9:12).

G. Redemption is such a beautiful gift from the
cross!

The Cross Brings Love

A. After Christ talked to Nicodemus about new
birth. . .
1. Spoke of motivating force behind salvation
(John 3:14-16).

2. “Agape” strongest love word - Unselfishly
considers needs of others (Jobn 15:13).
B. Did man deserve this love?
1. No, he was lost in sin (Romans 5:8).
2. Love motivated Christ to drink the bitter
cup
C. Now we can sing, “‘Love Lifted Me!”

III. The Cross Brings Forgiveness

A. The cross brings needed forgiveness
(Colossians 1:14).

B. Jesus prayed for forgiveness from the cross
(Luke 23:34).

11

1. Sall all must come to Him in obedience to
be forgiven

C. Paul preached to the world the gospel and
forgiveness
1. (Acts 13:38).

. To those that obey gospel, then live and forgive
others, they receive forgiveness (Ephesians 4:32).
1. Example: Spot on handkerchief

E. Why is forgiveness so important?
1. Only way to remove death (Romans 6:23).
2. Only way to receive a blessing
(Romans 4:7,8).
F. Lord’s forgiveness brings purity
L. (Isaiah 1:18).
G. Forgiveness comes for past sins when one obeys
the gospel (Acts 2:38).
1. Continues if one walks in the light
(1 John 1:7,9).

Conclusion

A. Hope these first three things the cross brings
have impressed you
1. They are very important

B. Will consider three other things in Part 2

C. Should be anxious to obey God and receive these
blessings
1. If you are not right with Him, will you

come?



What The Cross Brings

Part 1

Introduction:

ne Sunday morning while meditating on the cross
0 shortly after taking the Lord’s Supper, I asked

myself the question, “What did the cross bring?*’
On a scrap piece of paper, I jotted down twelve important
things the cross has given and from these twelve principles,
six have been chosen for these two sermons. In this lesson,
we shall look at the first three. The six principles found in

these two sermons represent the essence of Jesus’ work and
purpose in coming to earth.

The Cross Brings Redemption

May we begin by observing that the cross brings redemp-
tion. Redemption means to buy back or to set free. When
Christianity was born, the word redemption was associated
with slavery. If any person was willing to pay the price, a slave
could be redeemed. From the time that Adam and Eve com-
mitted sin in the garden, the human race was in slavery to sin.
Each following generation had one thing in common - they
sinned! Even the Jews, who had been given a special set of
laws to protect them from evil, sinned and turned often away
from God. When Paul wrote his Roman letter, he was able to
sum up the whole human race of Jews and Gentiles in these
words: “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”’
{(Romans 3:23). Even the Roman Christians had one time been
“slaves of sin’’> (Romans 6:17), and had been made free by their
obedience to the Gospel (v. 18).

Before there can be redemption, a price must be paid.
Therefore, the only way that Christ could bring redemption
was to pay the price. How much did it cost to offer redemp-
tion to the whole world? Was there enough gold and silver in
the world to pay? No, physical wealth did not have that
much value! Peter quotes the price in these words: “Knowing
that you were not vedeemed with corvuptible things, ltke sitver ov gold,
Sfrom your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, but
with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and
without spot”’ (1 Peter 1:18,19). The word precious used here
suggests something rare and of great value. Of all the things
that existed in the world, only His blood could redeem, and
this makes His blood precious indeed!

Did mankind deserve this redemption? Was God returning
to man a favor that He owed? If a rich man of the first cen-
tury observed a slave that was honest, obedient, and a perfect
model of a slave, he might say, ““That man deserves to be
free! I’m going to redeem him.” But this was not true with
lost humanity. Man was guilty of sin, and didn’t deserve to
be free, therefore, redemption came through grace. “In him
we have redemption through his blood, the foygiveness of sins,

12

acconiing to vhe riches of his grace®® (Ephesians 1:7). Paul also
wrote, “Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption
that is in Christ Jesus” (Romans 3:24).

Under the law of Moses, there was a continual struggle to
deal with sin. There was set forth a priesthood, and the High
Priest offered the blood of animals to deal with the sins of the
people year after year. However, as important as this system
was [to Israel, permanent forgiveness could come only
through Jesus as the High Priest. “Not with the blood of goats
and calves, but with his own blood be entered the Most Holy Place
once for all, baving obtained eternal redemption’’ (Hebrews 9:12).
What a gift the cross brings when it brings redemption!

The Cross Brings Love

Please observe further that the cross brings love. After
Jesus had explained the new birth to Nicodemus, He then
explained the motivating force behind salvation. “And as
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of
Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him should not perish but
have eternal life. For God o loved the world that he gave bis only
begotren Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have
everlasting life>’ (John 3:14-16). The Greek word “‘agape” used
here|is the strongest word in existence for love. It is a love
that unselfishly considers the needs of others even above that
of self. When Jesus referred to this love He said, “Greater love
has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for bis friends”
Uohrgo 1

5:13).

Once there was a little girl that needed a kidney transplant
to save her life. A search was made, but a donor could not be
founld that was compatible to her. It was finally discovered
that Ionly her little brother’s kidney would save her life. When
they|asked him about giving one of his kidneys, he thought
for 2 moment and then said that he was willing, They were
rollc‘ into the operating room side by side, and a few
moments later the little boy asked the Doctor, “How long is
it now before I die?”” He had agreed to give the kidney think-
ing that it would cost him his life.

en Jesus agreed to express His love for sinners, He knew
for sure that it would cost Him His life!

in we might ask, “Did mankind deserve this love?”
No, lin fact, he deserved to die forever because of sin. “But
God nstrates his own love toward us, in that while we weve still
sinne'rs, Christ died for us”’ (Romans 5:8). Love motivated Jesus
to go to the greatest depth of suffering, and to drink the bit-
terest cup in existence, so that sinners might be forgiven.
Thetefore, every saved sinner can sing, “‘Love lifted me! Love
lifted me! When nothing else could help, Love lifted me.”




The Cross Brings Forgiveness

As we look further into what the cross brings, let us
remember that it brings forgiveness. Paul made this declara-
tion about Jesus: “In whom we have redemption through His
blood, the forgiveness of sins>’> (Colossians 1:14). Even on the cross,
Jesus looked down on an angry mob with hate and murder in
their hearts and said, “Father, fongive them, for they do not know
what they do” (Luke 23:34). Jesus not only forgave from the
cross, but His act of dying and the shedding of His blood
made it possible to forgive all that would come in obedience
to the will of God.

When Paul and other missionaries traveled over the country
preaching the gospel, they could remind sinners that Christ
offered forgiveness. Paul told his audience at Antioch in
Pisidia that Jesus had brought to the world forgiveness.
““Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that through this Man
is preached to you the fovgiveness of sins”’ (Acts 13:38). To those
that obey the gospel and then follow Jesus to the kPoint that
they are willing to forgive others, they will receive forgiveness
from the cross. The apostle to the Gentiles wrote the church
at Ephesus: “And be kind 1o one another, tender-hearted, for-
gwing one another, just as God in Christ also forgave you”’ (Epbe-
sians 4:32).

Forgiveness turns an ugly life into one that is beautiful. One
time a man was showing his artist friend a rare and expensive
handkerchief that he had ruined by getting on it an ugly ink
blot. His friend looked at it and asked, ‘“Could I borrow this
handkerchief for a while?”> He gladly consented, and a few
days later when he returned the handkerchief, there appeared
on it a beautiful artistic design. He had taken the ugly spot
and with more ink had turned it into something beautiful.
This is what happens to our lives when there is true
forgiveness from Christ.

Why is forgiveness so important? (1) It is our only way of
being made pure from past sins so that we can be accepted by
our Father in heaven. Remember, Sin brings death (Romans
6:23), but forgiveness brings life. (2) Forgiveness is the only
way we receive God’s blessings. “Blessed are those whose lawless
deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; blessed is the man to
whom the Lord shall not impute sin’’ (Romans 4:7,8). When the
Lord forgives, there is purity. Isaiah described the results of
forgiveness in these words: “Though your sins are like scarikt,
they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they
shall be as wool”’ (Isaiah 1:18).

This beautiful forgiveness from the cross takes place in two
important ways. (1) When a penitent believer confesses
Christ to be the Son of God, and is baptized for the remission
of sins (Acts 2:38). (2) Then sccondly, forgiveness is not
limited to past sins, but if the newly forgiven child of God will
walk faithfully, there will be forgiveness for future sins. “Buz
if we walk in the light as he is in the light, we have fellowship with
one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all
sin. .. .. If we confess our sins, he is fasthful and just to foygive us
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness® (1 John 1:7,9).

Conclusion:

The three things that we have studied in this sermon are
very important, and they make the cross of great value. Have
you allowed redemption, love and forgiveness to be a part of
your life? Jesus has given so much from the cross - are you
willing to obey and serve Him?
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What The Cross Brings

Part 2

Introduction: III. The Cross Brings Grace

A. The word of God elevates the cross
B. In first sermon, looked at three things the cross
brings
1. Redemption, love, and forgiveness

C. May we consider further three other important
things received from the cross:

The Cross Brings A Ransom

A. Paul declares to Timothy - the cross brings a
ransom
1. (I Timothy 2:5,6).
B. Ransom: “‘A price paid for release or redemption
of a captive.”
1. Example: War prisoner released

C. Jesus came to bring a ransom (Luke 10:45).

must be accepted or it is lost.
1. Many refuse ransom daily for death
(Romans 6:23).
E. Ransom also suggests taking the place of another
1. Example: Two brothers playing in old
belfry

2. Jesus chose to die so others may live.
The Cross Brings Reconciliation

A. Reconciliation among the most beautiful words

of the Bible

B. Means: “Re” - again or renew.
“Conciliate” - to gain friendship.
C. Reconciliation - “To renew or gain friendship

D. Before sin, man and God were friends

1. Disobeyed and lost God’s friendship
(Genesis 3:6).
E. God motivated by love to reconcile man
(2 Corinthians 5:18,19).
1. Happened while man was an enemy
(Romans 5:10).

F. If cross had not brought reconciliation, no
friendship with God, because man left God.

G. Still, sinners must be reconciled to God

(2 Corinthians 5:20).
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A. One of the most beautiful words in the English

language
1. Millions have sung: “Amazing Grace.”

2. Amazing because it takes sinners to the
cross for forgiveness
B. Jews and Gentiles must be justified by grace
1. (Romans 3:24,25).
2. Favor that no person deserves
3. Deserved death - sinners (Romans 5:8).
C. Grace brings salvation (T7tus 2:11)
1. Grace and faith (Ephesians 2:8)

2. Must obey, but no purchase power
involved

D. Grace is important because all are wretched

. . (Romans 7:24).
1. Yet only a few will accept (Matthew 7:14). 1. Grace can save - brings eternal life
D. In 1829 Supreme Court decided that a pardon (Titus 3:7).

E. Sadly, the majority will refuse grace
1. Only a penitent, confessing, obeying, heart
will be saved
2. The gift is free, but must be accepted

3. Millions choose broad way to destruction.

Conclusion:

A. These six things are so important
B. Should make all more appreciative of the cross

C. If the cross has not brought these things to you,
at this time you should turn to God!



What The Cross Brings

PartZ‘

Introduction:

he word of God elevates the cross to an exalted

position as it sends forth to the human race the

beautiful things needed to be forgiven and to be right
with God. In a previous sermon, we looked at three impor-
tant things the cross brings - Redemption, Love, and
Forgiveness. Now in this sermon, may we study seriously
three other important principles that the cross brings.

The Cross Brings A Ransom

Looking further at what the cross brings, Paul declares to
Timothy that Jesus brings a ransom. ‘“For there is one God and
one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, who
goe himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time*’ (1 Timothy
2:5,6). The word ransom means a price paid for the release or
redemption of a captive. During times of war, prisoners
would be captured, and if they were of great value, a ransom
would be paid for their release. This describes one purpose of
the cross. It was to pay the ransom price so that sinners might
be set free.

Jesus expressed His mission to earth in these words: ‘“For
even the Son of Man did not come to be sevved, but to serve, and to
give his life a ansom for many” (Mark 10:45). Even though
Christ paid the price for all, only a few will allow themselves
to be set free (Matthew 7:14). This pardon (paid by Jesus’
blood) must be accepted by obedience or it is forfeited.

In 1829, Wilson and Porter were convicted of robbing the
U.S. Mail and were sentenced to death by hanging. Three
weeks before the time set for Wilson’s execution, he was
pardoned by President Jackson. Strangely enough, Wilson
refused the pardon. The case went to the Supreme Court and
the court finally handed down the decision: ““A pardon is a
deed, to the validity of which delivery is not complete
without acceptance. It may be rejected by the person to
whom it is tendered; and if rejected, we have discovered no
power in this court to force it upon him.”

Most people will agree that Wilson acted foolishly by refus-
ing to accept the pardon. Yet many of these same people daily
reject the pardon which God has provided through Jesus for
everyone condemned to hell for their sins. “For the wages of sin
is death”’ (Romans 6:23).

The idea of ransom also suggests taking the place of another
in death, and this was the ransom price paid by Jesus at the
cross. He didn’t deserve to die, we did! It was for our sins,
not His, for which. He died. Those that allow Him to save
them are literally ransomed from spiritual death. He died so
that we may live.

Once two young brothers were playing in an old belfry and
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had climbed several feet above a concrete floor. They were
hanging on to a joist that broke and as they began to fal, the
older brother caught hold of another two by four and the lit-
tle| brother grabbed hold of his brother’s legs. There they
were hanging suspended several feet above the concrete floor.
The older brother tried to raise himself up to safety, but with
his little brother hanging on, he was unable to do so. After
many efforts, the little brother looked up and asked, ““Could
you save yourself if I were not holding on to you?*” The older
brother answered, “Yes!”* The little boy turned loose and fell
to his death so that his older brother could live.

Jesus made the same choice for mankind. He gave himself
in death as a ransom so that all who accept Him might live.

What a precious gift from the cross!

lele Cross Brings Reconciliation

'his is one of the beautiful words that shows further the

importance of the cross. The word suggests moving from one
state to another. The prefix “‘re>> means again or renew, and
the word ““conciliate” means to gain friendship. Thus, to
renew or gain friendship again. Before sin, God and man were
the closest of friends, but this friendship was severed when
Adam and Eve disobeyed God (Genesis 3:6). However, God’s
10\)‘c motivated Him to provide a means whereby man could
be reconciled to Him. “Now all things are of God, who has recon-
ciled us t himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the
ministry of reconcilintion, that is, that God was in Christ reconciling
the\world to himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has
committed to us the word of reconciliation® (2 Corinthians
5.'1T8,1 9). This reconciliation took place while all were
enemies to God. “For if when we were enemies we were reconciled
to God through the death of his Son, much more, having been recon-
ciled, we shall be saved by his life>> (Romans 5:10).
The greatest friendship we can ever have is with God.
Friends on earth will often let us down, because some are fair
weather friends. When the going gets rough, they pull out.
Like the Prodigal Son, he had friends as long as his money
was in supply, but when it was gone, so were his friends.
Jesuss is a friend that is true all the time, and especially when
we|need Him. Someone has written: “A friend is one to
whom we may pour out the contents of our hearts, chaff and
grain together, knowing that the gentlest of hands will sift it,
keep what is worth keeping, and with a breath of kindness
blow the rest away!”’

If the cross had not brought reconciliation, we could never
be friends with God, because it was man that left God. Even
thaugh God provided the means of reconciliation through

is Son, all sinners must be reconciled to God. Paul ad-




monished: “We implore you on Christ’s bebalf, be reconciled to
God” (2 Corinthians 5:20). Thanks to the cross of Christ, we
can (in spite of sin) be a friend with God.

The Cross Brings Grace

The word grace is one of the most beautiful words in the
English language. We have been singing over the years,
“‘Amazing grace! how sweet the sound! That saved a wretch
like me! I once was lost, but now am found; Was blind, but
now I see.”” What is this amazing grace that we sing about?
Why is it so amazing? It is amazing because it takes us back to
the cross where God’s favor to lost humanity was offered.
Immediately after Paul declared that all have sinned, that
both Jews and Gentiles are sinners, he wrote: “Beinyg justified

freely by His grace through the vedemption that is in Christ Jesus,
whom God set firth to be a propitiation by his blood, through
faith. . .7’ (Romans 3:24,25). Grace is a favor that no person
on earth deserves, and is a gift of love that was set forth while
man was in sin. “But God demonstrates his own love toward us, in
that while we were still sinners, Christ died for 115> (Romans 5:8).

One time a little boy had lost his parents in death, and had
tried to survive alone. His clothes became torn and dirty, and
he was weak and hungry. He walked several miles to an
orphanage and asked the Superintendent to accept him as an
orphan. The Superintendent asked, “How do I know you
are an orphan, what do you have to convince me?’* The little
boy stepped forward and said, ““Here I am, just look at me!”

Thus, without grace there would be no salvation. “For the

grace of God that brings sabvation has appeared to all men”’ (Titus
2:11). Paul further verifies this truth: “For by grace you have
been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of
God”> (Ephesians 2:8). Even though God has asked sinners to
obey Him to receive grace, there is no purchase power in-
volved since grace is presented as a gift. Therefore, to those
that have cnough faith to obey His will, this unearned favor,
grace, is given.

Again we ask, why is grace so important? Because, without
it all accountable persons are in a wretched condition. Paul

declared to the Romans: ““O wretched man that I am! Who will

deliver me from this body of death? (Romans 7:24). The answer to
Paul’s question is amazing grace! Life has many temptations
along the way and the devil uses his power to trap us, but
none of these are so severe but what God’s amazing grace can
save us and lead us to an eternal home. “That having been
Justified by his grace we should become heirs according to the hope of
eternal life” (Titus 3:7).

Because Jesus went to the cross, we have grace and can go
boldly before His throne for forgiveness. ““Let us therefore come
boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obinin mercy and fine grace
10 help in time of need”’ (Hebrews 4:16). What a precious'giﬁ the
cross gives when a sinner receives grace.

Let it be remembered that even though the cross brings
grace and it is offered freely, the majority will refuse it! God
will not extend His grace to a heart unprepared to receive it.
Only a penitent, confessing, and obedient heart can accept
this precious gift from God. Yes, the gift is offered to sinners,
but they must receive it with the proper heart. Millions will
choose the broad way to destruction when grace is so freely
offered because they will not turn from their sinful ways to
the will of God!

Conclusion:

It is believed that these three things mentioned in this ser-
mon (along with the other three studied in a previous ser-
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mon) are so important to our spiritual and eternal existence,
and we should appreciate these precious gifts and praise the
great Godhead for such wonders. If the cross has not brought
these things to your soul, you should turn to God now.



THINGS FOR CHRISTIANS

TO FLEE

1 TIM. 6:9-11

Temptation-2 PET. 2:9|

Love of Money-ACTS 5:1-10]
All Kinds of Evil-1 THEs. 5:22 |

A Snare-PRov.29:6|

Greediness-EPH. 4:19|

Foolish Lusts-RoM. 13:14|




Things For Christians To Flee

1 Timothy 6:9-11

Introduction:

A. Among what Paul loved was Timothy

1. Son in gospel - godly mother & grand-
mother(2 Timothy 1:5)

B. Paul wanted Timothy to stay strong spiritually

C. Numerates several dangers
1. “Flee these things’ (v. 11).

D. Wish to study what he was to flee:

I. Flee Temptations

A. Temptation used here in the evil sense

B. Define: “Any attempt to entice to do evil”
1. Good sense: ““A testing that aims at
spiritual good”’
C. James uses temptation in both ways
1. Good: (James 1:2)
2. Evil: (James 1:13,14)
3. The evil, Paul wants Timothy to flee
D. The only way to win - run away
1. Example: Joseph (Genesis 39:12).
2. Running is hard for devil to handle
(James 4:7).
3. Jesus won by continual resistance
(Matthew 4:10,11).
E. Example: Indian setting an animal trap
F. How does one flee temptation?
1. Doing our part
2. Allowing God to help (2 Peter 2:9).

II. Flee Love Of Money

A. Some feel love of money just a 20th century
problem
1. Wrong, all generations

B. Not commanded to flee: ““money” but “love of

money”’
1. Money either a master or servant
2. ““Love of money” root of all evil (1 Timothy
6:10).
C. What was the first recorded problem in the
church?
1. Ananias & Sapphira lied over money
(Acts 5:3,4). :

D. Paul didn’t want Timothy to love something so

E.

F.

tempo

1. (Proverbs 23:5).
Can we imagine all the sins today from love of
money?

1. Inside and outside religion?

Parable of sower - thorny soil
1. “Aeceitfulness of riches” (Matthew 13:22).

Flee All Kinds Of Evil

A.

B.

General expression: All kinds of evil
1. That which is morally wrong, wicked,
harmful, injurious
God’s word determines evil
1. Evil also speaks for itself
2. Example: Gardener and poisonous plant

C. (Romans 2:8,9) - Promised punishment on evil

D.

E.

doers

1. Must abstain from evil

(I Thessalonians 5:22).

2. Must abhor evil (Romans 12:9).
How does God feel about evil?

1. The reason for the flood answers

2. (Genesis 6:5,6).
God still hates evil today.

Flee A Snare

A.

B.
C.

D.

E.

F

Snare: ‘A trap or device set to capture bird or
animal’®
Paul warns against snare of riches

Devil great trapper - “love of money” the bait
1. (Proverbs 29:6). )
2. Bird in snare won’t sing - Righteous rejoice

Many snared by thinking that money will buy all
thin;

gs
1. They lie, cheat, hard heart, break law

Must lay up treasures in heaven
1. (Mashew 6:20,21).

Need to train our children about snares

Flee Greediness

A.

B.

All things given by Paul to flee are related
1. Greediness associated with love of money

Defined: ““Excessively eager to acquire or possess
something beyond what one needs.”



C. Paul described unconverted Gentiles to Ephesians
1. (Ephesians 4:19).
2. Selfishness associated with greediness

D. The more wealthy a nation - the more greed
1. Example: Lincoln and two boys - “The
matter with the world: one has a
nut, and the other one wants
it.”
E. One of qualifications for elders -
1. ““Not greedy for money” (1 Timothy 3:3).
2. XVould hinder one from properly leading a
ock

F. Paul wanted best for Timothy - therefore flee
greediness!

Flee Foolish Lust

A. Lust associated with - unlawful sexual desire
1. Good and natural desires, but when
corrupted - lust

B. World removes all restraints - Practices lust
1. Christians must be different
(Romans 13:14).
C. John calls Christians from practice of the world
1. Sums up lust of flesh, eye, pride of life
(1 John 2:16).

D. Paul often warns against “‘lasciviousness”
1. ““‘unbridled lust, excess, wantonness, out-
rageousness, shamelessness and insolence.”
2. All kinds of immoral practices

E. Those that choose sexual immorality
1. Enemies with God (James 4:4).
2. Won’t inherit the kingdom of God
(Galatians 5:21).
3. Will reap death (Galatians 6:8;
Romans 6:23).

F. Some feel they can handle both lust and Chris-
tianity
1. Impossible: “Sin like a stream of water,
small in its beginning, then enlarging continually in its on-
ward flow toward the ocean; at first easily managed and
controlled, but after a while becoming large, deep, strong
and unmanageable; so sin in its continuance and growth
becomes a mighty torrent, overwhelming, uncontrollable,
like a Niagara sweeping everything in its course over the
precipice’” (Zartman).
G. Timothy commanded to flee youthful lust
2 Timothy 2:22).
1. Lust can be even stronger temptation with
youth

H. Paul has spiritual portrait in mind for Timothy
1. Only a single line changed - destroys
likeness

Conclusion:

A. We must flee these same things today
1. Can’t get involved in these and be a Chris-
tlan

2. If we think so, deceived (Galatians 6:7).
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B. Consider your life in regard to:

1. Temptation, love of money, all kinds of
evil that snare, greediness, and foolish
lusts.

C. Have these hindered you from obeying the
gospel?

1. Have these hindered you from faithfulness
as a Christian?

D. If yes, flee from these to God!



Things For Christians To Flee

1 Timothy 6:9-11

Introduction:

mong the many things that Paul loved upon this
A earth must have been his son in the gospel,

Timothy. This young man was not only a help to
Paul, but he had a great spintual background with a godly
mothcr and grandmother (2 Timothy 1:5), which made Paul
love and appreciate him more. Therefore, Paul wanted
Timothy to keep the faith, fight the good fight, study the
scriptures, and keep himself pure from sinful lusts. In the text
before us, Paul numerates several dangers that would confront
him and calls upon him to: “flee these things* (v. 11), and then

tells him the good things to pursue. It shall be our purpose in
this lesson to study the things Timothy was asked to flee.

Flee Temptation

Temptation i is used here in the evil sense. The word means a

““trial or proof,” and may be a trial of evil or good. Tempta-
tion can mgmfy any attempt to entice-to do evil, or it can
indicate a testing which aims at spiritual good. ]amcs uses
temptation in both senses in the first chapter of his book:
“My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various triaks,
knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience” Oama'
1:2). This is the good sense. Then he speaks of the kind of
temptation that comes from the devil: “Lez no one suy when he
is empted, I am tempted by God’; for God cannot be tempted by
evil, nor does he himself tempt anyone. But each one is tempted when
be is drawn away by his own desires and enticed” (James 1:13,14).
This is the kind of temptation that Paul wants Timothy to
flee!

The only way to win over temptation is to run away. Those
that feel that they are strong enough to face temptation day
by day without yielding are getting ready for a fall. One of the
things that we appreciate about Joseph of the Old Testament
is the fact that he knew when to run from temptation. He
was set up by Potiphar’s wife to yield to her lustful desires.
However, Joseph knew that if he stayed, he would perhaps
yield and sin against God and his master, Potiphar, therefore,
he ran away (Genesis 39:12). It was not an easy decision, but a
wise one. Be assured that it is still wise to flee temptation.

Our running away from temptation is a difficult thing for
the devil to handle. As long as we stay near by, he can
gradually break down our resistance to sin, but when we flee,
he loses. “Resist the devil and he will flee from you” (James 4:7).
When the devil tempted Jesus in the wﬂdemess, Jesus won
by continually resisting. Each temptation was resisted by
quoting a scripture to show that to yield would be wrong,
and then Jesus drove him away: “Away with you,
Satan!. . .Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and
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ministered to him” (Matthew 4:10,11). It is dangerous to keep
the devil around, and to reach the point where his tempta-
tions are not taken seriously.

‘A man watched an Indian preparing a trap to catch a wild
animal, and was surprised to learn that the Indian never sets
the trap the first time the animal appears. Instead, he lets it
come repeatedly to feed where the trap is, and then, when it
has become bold and thoroughly familiar with the surround-
ings, the Indian sets the trap so it will catch the animal, and
he gets it.

That is the way temptation works. It does not drive one
shaft into the heart of its victim at first, but deceives it and
lures it on, and then the fatal blow is delivered. Temptation is
a sleepless, unwearying enemy, watching and waiting to find
us off * (Macartney).

Now we should be able to understand why Paul wantgd
Timothy to flee temptation. How do we flee temptation? It
is accomplished by doing our part, and then trusting God to
help. We should never try to run away alone or we will fail.
God wants us to rely upon His help. Peter declares this:
“Then the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations
and to reserve the unjust under punishment for the day of fudgment’’
(2 Peter 2:9).

Flee Love Of Money

We may feel that the temptation to love money is a prob-
lem only in our modern age, but this is not true, because this
has been a problem in all generations. Some have mistakenly
thought that money itself is evil, but this is also false. Paul
does not command Timothy to flee “money’’, but rather
flee the “love of money.”” What is the difference? Moneyisa
useful and valuable tool for hfe, and will serve us as a faithful
servant, but the love of money is an evil master that drives us
into greed, dishonesty, and all kinds of evil. When Paul men-
tions the love of money in our text, he says: “For the love of
money is & voot of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from
the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with
many sovrows” (1 Timothy 6:10).

What was the first recorded serious problem of Christ’s
church after its establishment? It was the love of money.
Ananias and Sapphira, members of the church in Jerusalem,
sold a possession and kept back part of the proceeds, but
pretended to give all. Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled
your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of
the land for yourself? While it remained, was it not your own? And
afler it was sold, was it not in your own control? Why have you con-
ceived this thing in your hears? You have not lied to men but to
God”> (Acts 5:3,4). The love of money led both Ananias and
Sapphira to lic and to lose their lives!



Paul didn’t want Timothy to get caught in this sinful trap.
He didn’t want him to love that which is so temporary.
Solomon wrote from his wisdom and experience in life that
money is not permanent: “Will you set your eyes on that which is
not? For riches certainly make themselves wings; they fly away like an
eagle toward heaven”’ (Proverbs 23:5).

Can we even begin to imagine the sins that are committed
today because of the love of money? The list is long both in-
side and outside of religion! One of the things that often
crowds religion from a heart is being deceived by what riches
will do. Jesus gave a parable about a sower that sowed his seed
into different kinds of soils. The purpose of this parable was
to describe the various hearts that would hear the word.
Some seed fell among the thorns and were chocked out. His
explanation: “Now he who received seed among the thorns is he
who hears the word, and the cares of this world and the decestfiulness
of viches choke the word, and he becomes unfiuitful”® (Matthew
13:22). Can’t we begin to see why Paul wanted Timothy to
flee the love of money?

Flee All Kinds Of Evil

In addition to specifying individual sins for Timothy to flee,
Paul uses a more general expression ““all kinds of evil.”” The
word evil means that which is morally wrong or bad - that
which is wicked, harmful and injurious. What determines
evil? God’s word instructs us as to what is evil, but be assured
that evil also speaks for itself, because one cannot choose evil
without suffering its consequences.

One time a gardener found a plant that he loved and de-
cided to bring it to his garden. He was warned that it was
poisonous and very destructive to his garden, but he wanted
it so badly that he gave it a special place in his garden. Several
years went by without a bloom, but finally the leaves became
like thorns and nettles, and the blooms had a sickening odor.

. He worked for days digging it up, and for years to come,
sprouts appeared in his garden. This describes the conse-
quences of evil, because we continue to reap what we sow
(Galatians 6:7,8).

Paul promised: “but 1o those who are self-secking and do not obey

© the truth, but cbey unmrighteousness—indgmation and wrath,
tribulation and anguish, on every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew
Sorst and also of the Greek” (Romans 2:8,9). This is why he com-
manded: “Abstain from every form of evil>’ (1 Thessalontans 5:22).
Also: “Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good” (Romans
12:9).

How does God feel about those that are evil? Perhaps the
answer to this question is best described by observing why
God destroyed the whole human race (except for eight souls)
with a flood. Notice God’s attitude toward man just before
the flood: “Then the Lovd saw that the wickedness of man was
greas in the earth, and that every intent of the thoyghts of his heart
was only evil continually. And the Lovd was sorry that he had made
man on the earth, and he was grieved in his heart”’ (Genesis 6:5,6).
Does God still feel that strongly against evil? Yes, He still

“ hates it, and those that live this way without forgiveness
grgugh the blood of Christ, will spend eternity apart from

od.

Paul’s love for Timothy led him to warn him against all
kinds of evil. This is something that we need to flee today.

Flee A Snare

A snare is a trap or device set to capture a bird or animal. In
the sense of our text, Paul is warning Timothy against being
caught in a destructive trap that comes from riches. The devil
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is the world’s greatest trapper. He sets snares to trap us in sin,
and the love of money is often the bait. One may become so
engrossed in seeking riches that he doesn’t see the snare.
Solomon writes: ““By tranggression an evil man is snared, but the
righteous sings and rejoices” (Proverbs 29:6). A bird caught in a
snare does not sing because all freedom is gone. However, the
righ!teous has avoided the trap and not only sings, but
rejojces!

One of the ways we are snared is in thinking that money
will| solve all problems of life. We see the bait, but not the
trap. Those that become snared by the love of riches will lie,
cheat, grow hardhearted toward fellow man, grow cold
toward God, and in some cases break most of the laws of
the land. That which has promised so much freedom, has
trapped them into bondage.

This is why Jesus called upon His disciples to: “lay up for

yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth and rust destroy

and\where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure
is, there your heart will be also’” (Matthew 6:20,21).

Paul knew that Timothy was young and might not be
aware of the snares along the way. As parents, we have a
responsibility to warn our children of the dangers that come
from the many snares of the devil. We need to pray often that
they will flee the snares of the evil one!

Flee Greediness

As we continue to look at the things Paul commanded
Timothy to flee, it is plain to see that all of these are related.
Greediness certainly is associated with the love of money and
all other kinds of evil. Greediness is defined as: ‘‘Excessively

r to acquire or possess something beyond what one
needs.”> When Paul described the unconverted Gentile world
to the church at Ephesus, he said: “Who, being past feeling,
havé given themselves over o licentiousness, m work all uncleanness
with greediness’”® (Ephesians 4:19). One cannot think of
greediness without selfishness. Those involved in this sin are
so concerned about their excesses that they forget the needs
of others. Paul doesn’t want Timothy to have any part of this
and| calls upon him to flee greediness.

It| seems that the more wealth a nation obtains the more
prevalent is greediness. There is never a time when we can
stop running from greediness, because it will destroy our
souls.
“Lincoln was one day walking along a street in Springfield
holding the hands of his two boys. They were crying lustily.
‘What’s the matter with the boys, Abe?’ asked a neighbor.

Lincoln replied, “The matter with them is the matter with
the jworld: one has a nut, and the other one wants it’ >
(Bryant). : ,

When Paul gave the qualifications for elders he included:
¢ .‘Nt(t greedy for money”’ (I Timothy 3:3). He saw in greed a sin
that would keep a man from leading the spiritual flock of
God. Since Paul wanted the best for his son in the gospel, he
called upon him to flee greediness, and as Christians we must
do the same.

Flle Foolish Lusts

The word lust is usually associated with an unlawful sexual
desire. It is defined as an intense and often excessive or
restrained sexual desire. There are certain natural desires that
God has created into mankind, but He has also given instruc-
tions as to how these are to be fuifilled. However, when these
desires are corrupted and turned into lusts, they become sin-
ful, foolish, and destructive. The world removes all restraints

!
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and lives by lustful practices, but Paul does not want Timothy
to fall into this dangerous snare. Therefore, he calls upon him
to flee foolish lusts! Paul’s advice to the Romans also applies:
“But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the
Slesh, w fulfill its lusts” (Romans 13: 14). He is saying that Chris-
tians are not to allow lust of the flesh to be a part of their
lives.

When John commanded followers not to love the world
nor the things of the world, he mentioned three things to
avoid: “The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of lsfe
—is mot of the Father but is of the world” (1 ]olm 2:16). There is
no way that a Christian can follow foolish lusts and still serve
God. One of the words that Paul used often in his writing to
describe lust was ““lasciviousness.” This is defined as ““un-
bridled lust, excess, wantonness, outrageousness, shameless-
ness, and insolence.” This type of unbridled lust includes all
kinds of sexual immoral practices. What could be more
degrading in this life, and what could be more destructive
spiritually? Those who choose this type of life are enemies
with God Uame; 4:4), cannot inherit the kingdom of God
(Galatians 5:21), and will reap death (Galatians 6:8; Romans
6:23). Paul wants Timothy and all other Christians to flee
such foolish lusts!

There are those who feel that they can get involved with
lust, but still keep it under control. This is not truc, because
the desire for more lust grows and grows until one’s life and
soul are destroyed. “Sin like a stream of water, small in its
beginning, then enlarging continually in its onward flow
toward the ocean; at first easily managed and controlled, but
after a while becoming large, deep, strong and unmanagmblc;
s0 sin in its continuance and growth becomes a mighty tor-
rent, overwhelming, uncontrollable, like a Niagara sweeping
everything in its course over the precipice” (Zartman).
Therefore, Timothy’s only hope of escape is to run from, and

to flee foolish lusts.

In Paul’s second letter to Timothy, he calls upon him to
““Flec youthfiel lusts®® (2 Timothy 2:22). Lusts can come into our
lives at any age, but perhaps they come even stronger in
youth. How one handles lusts in youth may establish a pat-
tern for the years ahead. Paul wants to encourage this young
man to run from lusts while young so that he can pursue
spiritual things. Paul has in his mind a spiritual portrait of this
young man and he doesn’t want foolish lusts to change it.
““Change a single line of a portrait, and you will destroy the
likeness. So a single sin will destroy our likeness to God”’ (The
Expositor).

Conclusion: !

Be assured thar the things that Paul asked Timothy to flee
are the same things that we must flee as Christians today. The
world tells us thit we can be involved in these things and still
be a Christian, but this is false. In Paul’s words: “Do not be
deceived, God is ngt mocked; for whatever & man sows, that he will
also reap” (Galagians 6:7). Therefore, consider your life in
regard to temptation, love of money, all kinds of evil that can
snare, greediness and foolish lusts. If these have hindered you
from obeying the gospel, run from them! Become a penitent
believer, confcssmg your faith in Him, and submitting to
baptism to be saved from sin. If these have hindered you
from faithfulness as a Christian, flee these things by repent-
ing, confessing your wrongs, and praying for forgiveness. Will
you turn to the Lord today?
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THINGS FOR CHRISTIANS

TO PURSUE

1 TIM. 6:11

Righteousness-1 COR. 15:34
Godliness-i TiM. 4:8
Faith-rom. 10:17
Love-EPH. 6:24
Gentleness-GAL. 5:23

Patience-HEB. 12:1



Things For Christians To Pursue

1 Timothy 6:11

Introduction:

A.

B.

After numerating things for Timothy to flee
1. Calls upon him to pursue good things
2. Must run FROM devil, but TO God
(James 4:7,8)

Timothy under same Christian age as we are
today
1. Therefore, must pursue the same

C. May we consider the things Timothy was to

pursue:

I. Pursue Righteousness

A.

B.

F.

Greek for righteousness (dikaiosyne)

1. “The quality of rightness or justice.”
Before righteousness, must be a right and wrong
standard

1. Only God can determine what is right.

2. When man sets his own standard - wrong!

Paul’s Jewish brethren made this mistake
(Romans 10:3)
1. Thus, only those that follow word of God
- righteous
2. Man by himself, will not be righteous
(Romans 3:23)

. To pursue righteousness, one must study the

word
1. (2 Timothy 2:15)
Are we pursuing righteousness today?
1. Do we study, attend Bible classes
2. When truth is studied, do we apply it?

“The Bible is a book of faith, and a book of doc-

trine, and a book of morals, and a book of religion, of
special revelation from God, but it is also a book which
teaches man his own individual responsibility, his own
dignity, and his equality with his fellow man’> (Daniel

Webster).
G.

Paul wanted Timothy to pursue righteousness in
another sense
1. He would have to seek forgiveness
through gospel
2. Gospel, power of God unto salvation
(Romans 1:16)
3. Gospel, in it the righteousness of God
revealed (v. 17).
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4. This forgiveness makes sinner righteous

H. How do we pursue righteousness today?

1. Obey commands that lead to salvation
(Mark 16:16)

2. By following His word for continual for-
giveness (1 John 1:7)
3. This will bring life (Proverbs 21:21).

II. Pursue Godliness
A. Greek word for godliness appears fifteen times in

N.T.
1. Fourteen times translated godliness one
holiness
2. Means: “Living in such a way that God

and His will are reflected in one’s
lifc 3

. To be like God, must follow daily His word

1. Must seek a holy life
2. World is ungodly - must flee its practices
3. Number one exercise, godliness
(1 Timothy 4:7,8)
4. Things Christians can do, but do not com-

pare to godliness

. Example: Man buried in Westminister Abbey -

monument:
1. “He feared man so little, because he feared
God so much.”

. Paul had so many trials and persecutions

2 Corinthians 11:23-28)
1. How could he carry on?
2. His secret of contentment: (1 Timothy 6:6)
3. Closer to God, the more one can face dif-
ficulties
4. Peter included godliness in graces
(2 Peter 1:6)

. Godliness must be pursued - flesh holds back

1. With Jesus’ help, can have victory
2. Paul described this battle and victory
(Romans 7:15-23; 25; 8:1)

. Someday the Lord will appear

1. Frightening if unprepared to meet Him

. How does one prepare?

1. By seeking God first rather than the earth
2. This earth will dissolve (2 Peter 3:11,12)



III. Pursue Faith

A. Pursuing faith (like others mentioned) is very
important
1. (Hebrews 11:6)
2. Means have been provided to increase faith
(Romans 10:17)
Millions have not been willing to pay the
price
Many have trouble defining faith
Three boys® definition of faith:
1. ““Faith is taking hold of God”
2. ““Faith is holding on to God”’
3. ““Faith is not letting go!”
4. Let us consider these three correct answers
How does one take hold of God?
1. Not by faith only like demons (James 2:19)
2. By submitting to His will (Matthew 7:21)
3. By a faith working through love
(Galatians 5:6)
4. By gladly receiving the word (Acts 2:41)
5. “Faith without works is dead” (James 2:20)
One must hold on and not let go!
1. Not enough just to be born into God’s
family (John 3:5)
Must also live faithfully as a child
Danger of making shipwreck of faith
(1 Timothy 1:19)
This danger can be avoided - if pursue
faith
What could be more disastrous - serve and
leave?
6. Sad portrait of Demas (2 Timothy 4:10)
D. Only way to stay saved, hold on to God until
death (Revelation 2:10)

3.

o

2.
3.

4.

5.

IV. Pursue Love

A. Paul used strongest Greek word for
love - (aga’pe)
Does not attempt to define it - tells what it will
do
1. (1 Corinthians 13)
2. Shows concern for the ones loved
(John 3:16)
3. Only way to know God (I John 4:8)
Only true followers of Christ have this love
1. Person of world puts self first
2. Jesus demonstrated true love (Jobn 15:13)
3. Timothy needed to pursue love - spiritual
spark plug
This kind of love cannot be hidden
1. Example: Girl with locket, “Whom not
having seen I love.”

Secret of Paul’s strength (Philippians 1:21; 4:13)
1. Kind of love Paul wanted Timothy to
pursue

B.

Closed his epistle to Ephesians with love
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(Ephesians 6:24)
Pursue Gentleness

This word is associated with meekness and is in
list of fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:23)

The world considers meekness, weakness.

|  Wrong!

Vi

1. Paul commanding Timothy to be strong,
not weak

2. Thus, gentleness and meekness - power
under control!

Jesus stronger than all humanity combine
1. Yet, “Yentle and lowly” (Matthew 11:29)

2. The power was there, but under control

. Jesus taught that the meek would inherit the
earth (Matthew 5:5)
1. Christians must walk in gentleness
(Ephesians 4:2)
2. (1 Peter 3:9)

. Pursue Patience

' A. Two Greek words in New Testament for patience
1. (hupomone’) - “endure under trials> free
from cowardice or despondency
2. (makrothumi’a) - “longsuffering” attitude
toward people
a. Used in list of fruit of Spirit
(Galatians 5:22)

B. Patience used by Paul in text: (hupomone’) - to
endure under trials!
1. The world is going to attack the faithful
2. Going across grain of sinful world, brings
} reaction
. C. Christians must run with (hupomone’) - patience
(Hebrews 12:1,2)
D. One of greatest dangers of Christian today -
giving up!

1. Pathway of life is never smooth

2. ““The ripest fruit is most often pecked by
the birds™

E. “Lord, help me to be for Thee,/ Just like a big,

strong cedar tree;/ When all the other trees are bare,/

The

cedar stands so green and fair,/ The wind and storm,

the ice and cold/ Make it more beauty to behold,/ So 1
would stand in trial and test,/ Just trusting You to do

what’s best,/ Though others fail, Lord, keep Thou me!/
May|I a cedar Christian be!”” - Selected
Conclusion:

| A. Can you imagine the change in our lives if we

pursued these six?
1. Must flee evil, but must also pursue the
good

. Have you become unfaithful because you
stopped pursuing good?
1. If so, there is a need for repentance and
prayer.
If you have never entered the Christian race,
NOW is the time!



1. Why not as a penitent believer, confess
your faith in Christ, and put Him on in
baptism?
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Things For Christians To Pursue

1 Timothy 6:

Introduction:

fter Paul had numerated several sinful things from
Awhich Timothy was to flee, he called upon his son in

the gospel to pursue certain things that are right. It is
not enough to run from evil, but one must run toward good.
Immediately after James commanded to: “Resist the devil,” he
said, “Draw near to God and he will draw near to you’> (James
4:7,8).

Since Timothy was living under the same Christian age that
we are under today, we need to pursue the same principles.
Therefore, it shall be our purpose in this sermon to study
closely the things that Paul wanted Timothy to pursue.

Pursue Righteousness

The Greek word for righteousness (dikaiosyne) suggests,
““the quality of rightness or justice.” Before there can be true
righteousness, there must be a standard to determine right.
The Bible teaches all the way through that only God can
determine what is right and wrong. When man sets his own
standard of right, he becomes wrong! This was one of the
problems with Paul’s Jewish brethren in the flesh. They were
lost because, ““For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and
seeking to establish their own vighteousness, have not submitted to the
righteousness of God”’ (Romans 10:3). Therefore, only those that
follow the word of God can be considered righteous. When
man is left to himself, he will not be righteous, “For all have
sinned and fill short of the glovy of God”’ (Romans 3:23).

To pursue righteousness, one must study and follow the
word of God. This same young man, Timothy, was com-
manded by Paul to: “Be dilygent to present yourself approved to
God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dwviding the
word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). One is not commanded to
please self, but to be approved of God. This is the kind of
righteousness that Paul wanted Timothy to pursue.

Are we pursuing righteousness today? Do we spend time
with the word of God in private study? Do we attend every
Bible class possible so that we can lean of God’s righteousness
and truth? When the truth is found, do we apply it to our
lives? Be assured that the Bible points us to God and His way
of righteousness.

““The Bible is a book of faith, and a book of doctrine, and a
book of morals, and a book of religion, of special revelation
from God, but it is also a book which teaches man his own
individual responsibility, his own dignity, and his equality
with his fellow man’’ (Daniel Webster).

There is another sense in which Paul must have wanted
Timothy to pursue righteousness. After Timothy had sought
diligently to know and follow the word, he would still fall
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short by his own strength. Before he could be righteous to
the point of not being condemned of God, he would have to
seek| the forgiving power of the gospel. In writing to the
Romans, Paul declared the gospel (death, burial and resurrec-
tion| of Christ) to be the power of God unto salvation
(Romans 1:16). Then he immediately declared: “For in it (the
gospel) the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith”
(». 17). Not only is God righteous, but the sacrifice of Jesus
makes it possible for both Jews and Greeks to be righteous.
How is this accomplished? Through obedience (Romans 6:17)
and faith, there is forgiveness. Where there is forgiveness from
God, there is justification and the sinner becomes righteous.
How do we pursue righteousness today? By obeying the
commands of God that lead us to be saved (Mark 16:16), and
by following His word that also shows us how to live to be
continually forgiven (I John 1:7). This is the righteousness
that| Paul wanted Timothy to pursue. “He who follows
righteousness and mercy finds life, rightéousness and honor” (Pro-
verbs 21:21).

Pm‘rsue Godliness

Tl‘uc Greek word for godliness appears fifteen times in the
New Testament and fourteen times it is translated godliness,
and one time holiness. It means living in such a way that God
and | His will are reflected in one’s life. To be like God, one
must strive daily to follow His word and, to be holy in life.
The world is classified as being ungodly, but the Christian
must be different. Paul wanted Timothy to flee the ungodly
practices of the world and to pursue being like God. Paul also
wrote: “But reject profane and old wives’ fubles, and exercise
yourself rather to godliness. For boldly exercise profits a little, but
Jodliness is profitable for all things, having promise of the life that
now|is and of that which is to come’’ (1 Timothy 4:7,8). There are
many things that Christians can do that are not wrong, but
they are of little value compared to godliness. Why? Because
the learthly things of life (such as bodily exercise) are tem-
porary, but godliness affects our lives now and forever!

Tﬂlere is 2 man buried in Westminster Abbey with these
words on his monument: ‘‘He feared man so little, because
he feared God so much.”” This should be true of all those that
live godly lives.

any Bible students have wondered how Paul could spend

his life in continual trials, persecutions and perils (2 Corin-
thiaps 11:23-28). As he faithfully followed Jesus, he had great
contentment, and expressed his secret to Timothy: “Buz
godliness with contentment is great guin® (1 Timothy 6:6). The
closer one is to God, the better he can face and deal with the
rmrfy difficulties of life. This is why Peter included godliness
in his list of graces for all Christians to follow (2 Peter 1:6).

mlw




Godliness does not come without effort, because one must
pursue it. The flesh tries daily to pull us away from God, and
if we don’t rise up and fight, the flesh will win. However,
when one pursues godliness through the Lord Jesus Christ,
there will be victory. Paul wrote of the forceful battle that is
waged between flesh and spirit to the Roman Christians
(Romans 7:15-23). Who will deliver Paul from his wretched
state? His answer: ““I thank God—through Jesus Christ our
Lord!. . .There is therefove now no condemnation to those who are in
Christ Jesus” (Romans 7:25; 8:1).

Some day, either in our lifetime or after we are dead, the
Lord will appear. Is this a frightening thought? Yes, and
especially if we are unprepared to meet Him. How do we
prepare? By seeking God first in our lives rather than'investing
all in things of the earth! After Peter had announced that all
these earthly things would disappear he admonished:
“Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of
persons ouglit you to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for and
hastening the coming of the day of God. .”> (2 Peter 3:11,12). Like
Timothy, shouldn’t we pursue godliness?

Pursue Faith

Another thing that Paul wanted Timothy to pursue was
faith. As we can see, like the first two principles we have
studied, this one is also important. “But without faith it is
impossible to please Him”’ (Hebrews 11:6a). The Lord has pro-
vided all that is necessary for each Christian to increase his or
her faith, but all must pursue it. “So then faith comes by hear-
ing, and hearing by the word of God”’ (Romans 10:17). Do we
want a stronger faith? If yes, then we must study faithfully
and diligently the word of God. Millions have wished for a
stronger faith, but only those that have pursued faith by
studying the word have received it.

There are those that have difficulty defining faith. Perhaps
this will help: “Three boys gave their definition of faith. One
said, ‘Faith is taking hold of God.” A second said, ‘Faith is
holding on to God.” A third said, ‘Faith is not letting go!’
Each boys was right.” (Bryant).

Let us look at the three answers given. First of all, faith is
taking hold of God. How is this done! Some would say by
simply believing there is a God, but this is not enough. Even
the demons believe and tremble (James 2:19), but they are far
from taking hold of God. One takes hold of God when his
faith is strong enough to submit to His will. Jesus taught:
““Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom
of heaven, but he who does the will of my Father in heaven”
(Matthew 7:21). Therefore, it must be a faith that works
through love (Galatians 5:6). It must be a faith that leads the
sinner to ‘Gladly receive his word” (Acts 2:41), as the three
thousand sinners did when the Lord’s church began. James
teaches us that “Fasch without works is dead” (James 2:20).

Then, faith is also holding on to God, and not letting go! It
is not enough for one to be born into God’s family (John 3:5),
but one must live faithfully as a child of God. Many have
started out strongly in faith, but later allowed their faith to be
lost. Paul referred to those that had made shipwreck of their
faith (I Timothy 1:19), and this implies that they stopped
holding on to God! They let go when the going got rough!
Could this be why Paul wanted Timothy to pursue faith?
What could be more disastrous than for one to live his life
faithfully to God for a time, and then later leave Him? This
evidently happened to Demas, one of Paul’s workers: “For
Demas has formken me, having loved this present world” (2
Timothy 4:10). The only way that a saved person can stay
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saved is to hold on to God until death (Revelation 2:10). There
is never a time to let go.

Pursue Love

Paul used the Greek word aga’pe which is the strongest
word ever known for love. It is so forceful and powerful that
Paul does not attempt to define it in his beautiful love chapter
(1 Corinthians 13). Instead, he tells all the unexpected things
that love will do. After pondering these many unselfish ef-
forts that come from love, it is obvious that this kind of love
is extremely concerned for the ones loved. When Jesus told
Nicodemus of God’s gift of salvation to the world, He said:
““God so loved (agapa’o) the world that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have everlasting
lifg”> (John 3:16). This kind of love reaches its ultimate force
when John declares: ““He who does not love (aga’pe) does not know
God, for God is love (mgn’pe)’’ (1 John 4:8).

Only those that are in Christ and following Him will have
this love. The person of the world puts himself first, and all
others can “‘get lost!”’ Jesus’ love led Him to live a life for
others and to die a death of sacrifice. ““Greater love (aga’pe) has
n0 one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his fiiends” (John
15:13). If Timothy would only pursue love, this would be the
spiritual spark plug of his life. This kind of love cannot be hid-
den, but affects every aspect of one’s life.

“Henry Drummond tells of a young girl whose perfect
grace of character was the wonder of those who knew her.
She wore on her neck a gold locket which no one was ever
allowed to open. One day, in a moment of unusual con-
fidence, one of her companions was permitted to touch the
spring and learn its secret. She saw written these words,
‘Whom not having seen I love.” That was the secret of her
beautiful life!”> (Hallock).

There is a statement made by Paul to the Philippian Chris-
tians that we hear often as the secret of Paul’s strength: “For
w me, to live is Christ, and tv die is gain®® (Philippians 1:21).
Have you ever wondered what Paul had in mind when mak-
ing this statement? Could it have been Christ’s all encompass-
ing love that motivated Paul to press on even in the shadow
of daily death? With this kind of love as his example, he could
say: ““I can do all things, through Christ who strengthens me’’
(Philippians 4:13). This was the kind of love that Paul wanted
his beloved Timothy to pursue! Paul loved the Lord, and he
wanted Timothy and all others to do the same. He closed his
epistle to the church at Ephesus with these words: “Gmce e
with all those who love our Lovd Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen”
(Ephesians 6:24).

Pursue Gentleness

Paul now turns to another characteristic he wishes Timothy
to pursue - gentleness. This word is associated with
meekness, and is included in Paul’s list of the fruit of the
Spirit (Galatians 5:23). The world has never learned the
definition of this word. They consider a gentle or meek per-
son as one that is weak. This is not true! Paul is not com-
manding Timothy to be weak, but rather strong. Thus, a
meek and gentle person is one that has power that is under
control! When Jesus invited those who labor and-are heavy
laden to receive rest, He said: “Take my yoke upon you and learn
from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest
Jor your souls’® (Matthew 11:29). If you could combine all the
strength and power of the whole human race into one great
giant, he would be a weakling compared to Jesus, and yet



Jesus was meek and gentle. The power was there, but it was
under control!

Jesus further taught His disciples: “Blessed are the meek, for
they shall inherit the earth”’ (Matthew 5:5). Gentleness is a
characteristic that must be present in all Christians to be
pleasing to God. When Paul asked the Ephesian Christians to
walk worthy of their calling, he explained: “With all lowliness
and gentleness, with longsuffering bearing with one another in love”
(Ephesians 4:2). The apostle Peter instructed how Christian
wives were to adorn themselves with an inward beauty: “Lez
it be the hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible ornament
of a gentle and quict spirit, which is very precious in the sight of
God”’ (1 Peter 3:4).

Pursue Patience

There are two Greek words used in the New Testament for
patience. One is hupomone’ which means to endure under
trials. Christians that have this kind of patience are free from
cowardice or despondency. The other Greek word is
makrothumi’a and is often translated longsuffering. This
word refers to one’s attitude toward people, and this is the
word used in the list of the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22).

However, the patience that Paul calls upon Timothy to
pursue is hupomone’ - to endure under trials! Those that give
their all to live for Christ will be attacked by the world. One
cannot expect to go across the grain of those in sin without a
reaction, but this must not stop one from enduring. The
Hebrew writer calls upon his readers who were Christians to
“run with endurance (patience) the race that is set before us, look-
ing unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy
that was set before him endured the cross” (Hebrews 12:1,2). The
same Greek word is used here as in the text.

Paul knew that the many evils of the world would try to
discourage Timothy, but if he would pursue patience, he
would win. Perhaps one of the greatest dangers we face today
as Christians is giving up - backing off when all is not well. We
may wish that the pathway to life will always be smooth, and
that enemies will never come our way, but this is far from the
reality of life. The closer we live to the Lord, the more
patience to endure we need. ““The ripest fruit is most often
pecked by the birds.”” Someone must have been thinking
about endurance when writing these words:

“Lord, help me to be for Thee,

Just like a big, strong cedar tree;

When all the other trees are bare,

The cedar stands so green and fair,

The wind and storm, the ice and cold
Make it more beauty to behold,

So I would stand in trial and test,

Just trusting You to do what’s best,
Though others fail, Lord, keep Thou me!
May I a cedar Christian be!>* -Selected

Conclusion:

Can you imagine what a change would be in our lives if as
Christians we would pursue these six things? Remember, it
is not enough just to flee the evil, but we must pursue the
good. If you have become unfaithful as one of God’s
children, if you have not pursued these spiritual traits, don’t
you feel that it is important for you to repent of your sins,
confess them, and pray?

. Perhaps you have never entered the Christian race to seek
eternal life? Isn’t there a desire in your heart to believe that
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us is the Christ, repent of your sins, confess your faith in
m, and put Him on in baptism? The best time to obey
d and His will is now!




Penknife Religion
Jeremiah 36:23

23 And it came to pass, that
when Je-hu-di had read three or
four leaves, he cut it with the
penknife, and cast it into the fire
that was on the hearth, until all
the roll was consumed in the fire
that was on the hearth.
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Penknife Ffligion

Jeremiah 36:" 0-23

Introduction:
A. Picture on chart is called a penknife
1. Can be used to cut out newspaper
clippings
2. Can be used for good or evil
3. %x;lmplc Lady cut out (Mark 16:16) from
ible

B. In text, king cut God’s word with penknife
1. (Jeremiah 36:20-23)

C. Most people will not physically cut Bible
1. Use mental penknife by rejecting the word

D. Please consider some examples:

I. The Infidel And Evolutionist
A. They read (Genesis 1) and reject it
B. Not easy to cut out God and Creation
1. Must ignore history — man’s origin and
purpose
a. Must accept all history by faith
(American History)

2. Must ignore the beauty of creation
Bible declares its beauty

b Can see with our eyes
¢. Try looking at heavens (Psam 19:1-3)

d. Look at how we are made
(Psalm 139:14)

e. God made beauty to satisfy all

3. Must ignore design and pattern
a. Example: Gardening is more than
raising food

b. Nature is at work to reproduce
(Genesis 1:12)
c. Example: Review how seeds travel
C. The unbeliever must ignore so many things

II. The Sectarian

A. Religious world divided into sects
1. How do they justify division?
2. By using a mental penknife
3. Consider some passages that are cut out

B. Cut out teaching on ““one church”
1. (Ephesians 1:22,23) — Church is His body
2. One body (Ephesians 4:4)
3. They leave in ““one hope, but if cut out
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““one body,” can cut out ‘““one hope”
4. How can Christ have many bodies?
C. Cut away Christ as the only head
1. Must reject Paul’s teaching (Colossians 1:18)
2. Also: (Ephesians 5:23)
3. Millions follow an earthly head
4. Others ignore Jesus by adding and
subtracting from His word
D. Cut away New Testament teaching on Lord’s
Supper
1. Broke bread steadfastly (Acts 2:42)
2. Churches today partake — holidays,
quarterly, etc.
3. Early church example (Acts 20:7)
4. Come together without remembering
Lord’s death (I Corinthians 11:26)
E. Cut away command to Sing in heart
1. Add instruments
2. New Testament command (Epbesians 5:19;
Colossians 3:16)
3. New Testament instrument — human
heart

F. Cut away teaching on baptism
1. Baptism essential to reach blood
(Mark 16:16)
Baptism essential for new birth (John 3:5)
Baptism saves (1 Peter 3:21)
Baptism washes away sins (Acts 22:16)
. Baptism remits sins (Acts 2:38)

. Members Of Christ’s Church
A. Can use penknife even in Christ’s church
1. By ignoring teaching, deciding what is
important
2. Some ignore teaching on faithfulness
3. Know verses, but ignore them
B. Some ignore passages to work, and attend
1. Don’t want to sacrifice
2. Refuse to be faithful in all areas
(Revelation 2:10)
C. The Jerusalem church was steadfast
1. (Acs 2:42)
2. Paul taught steadfastness
(1 Corinthians 15:58; Galatians 6:9)
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3. Christians are not to forsake
(Hebrews 10:25)
4. Using penknife makes one weak

D. Some ignore passages to ‘““GO” preach
1. The word teaches to go (Mark 16:15)
2. We build buildings and say “COME”
3. Only a few, compared to world, come
4. A proven rule: “When we go, they come”
5. Local work is important, but must also
((GO))
6. (Acrs 1:8)
E. Some ignore passages on godly living
1. Allow world to lead us
2. TV; teaching daily practices of the world
3. How we cut out (Titus 2:11,12)
4. Must live in world, but not by world’s
ways
5. Example: right for ship to be in water, but
not water in ship
6. (James 4:4; 1 John 2:15)
Conclusion:
A. Have looked at three classes that use penknife
B. Have you used mental penknife?
C. Have you refused to obey Gospel
1. Have you cut out commands to obey?
D. Why not as a pentitent believer confess your faith
and be baptized?
E. If unfaithful, return now!
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Penknife Religion

Jeremiah 36:20-23

Introduction:

he picture that you see on the chart is commonly
‘ I I called a penknife. It is used by artists, handicraft

workers, and by many others as an effective tool.
Some use the penknife to cut out articles in magazines and
newspapers. Please keep in mind that this can be either a
useful or harmful tool. It can be used to destroy if placed in
the wrong hands.

One time a minister was studying with a lady God’s way of
salvation. He reviewed the various p: on faith, repent-
ance and confessing Christ to be the Son of God. Finally he
turned to Mark 16:16 and read: “He who believes and is baptized
will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned. *’ Point-
ing his finger, he said to her: “Lady, this is in your Bible
too!”’ She quickly replied, “No it isn’t! I cut it out and threw
it away.”

Hundreds of years before this incident, there was an Old
Testament king that used his penknife on the word of God.
There was a man that discovered a lost portion of the word of
God, and decided to share it with others. After they heard it
read, it was decided to take it to the king. ““And Jehuds read it
in the hearing of the king and in the hearing of all the princes who
stood beside the king. And it happened, when Jehudi had read three
or four columns, that the king cut it with the scribe’s knife and cast
it into the fire that was on the hearth, until all the scroll was con-
sumed in the fire that was on the hearth” (Jeremiah 36:21-23).

Not too many today will go so far as to use a physical
penknife on God’s word, but they are bold in using their
mental penknife. When they deny certain passages and refuse
to teach and obey them, they have used their mental
penknives. It shall be our purpose in this message to look at

some examples of those that use their mental penknives on
the word of God.

The Infidel And Evolutionist

Will you notice first of all that the infidel and evolutionist
cut away at the word of God. They turn to Genesis one and
read: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth”
(Genesis 1:1). Then day by day they read how God spoke
everything into existence and after each day was able to say
that it was good. After the complete story of creation is read,
the infidel and evolutionist say that they don’t believe a word
of it. With mental penknives, they cut it from the Bible.

However, they do not recognize the fact that it is not easy
to cut God and creation out of the Bible, because before this
can be done, many things have to be ignored. First of all,
history must be ignored, because Genesis is a history of begin-
nings. It answers the all-important questions, ‘“Where did we
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come from?”> and “Why are we here?”” So much of the
histo]ry that we learned in school, and want our children to
learn|, must be accepted by faith. We learn of the founding of
this great nation and its first presidents, but we have never
seen [them. We learn about a civil war that happened in our
nation, but we did not see the war fought. Yet, we believe
and teach our children that this history is true and by faith we
should accept it. This is correct, but we should also teach that
the b
faith J

Not only must the infidel and evolutionist ignore history,
but they must also ignore the beauty of creation. In addition
to the Bible declaring the beauty of creation, that same
beauty is still in existence and can be seen today. How long
has it been since you looked up at the heavens and saw all the
stars] the moon, the sun, the clouds, the lightening, and all
thjeautiful colors? The Psalmist was right when he sang:

istory of the Bible is true and needs to be accepted by

““The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament shows his
ba fwork. Day unto day utters speech, and night unto night reveals
knowledge. There is no speech nor language where their voice is not
heara” (Psaim 19:1-3). The Psalmist further recognized the
beauty of God’s creation when he said: “I will praise You, for I
am ﬁan‘hlly and wonderfully made>® (Psabm 139:14).

There is so much beauty in God’s creation that there is
something for all. Only a powerful God could make so much
beauty both on land and in sea to thrill the human race with
its many likes and dislikes. The unbelievers must ignore all
this |beauty when they mentally cut out God and His
beautiful creation.

In addition to the history and beauty of creation, the infidel
and evolutionist must also ignore design and pattern. Over
the years it has been my pleasure to grow a garden. The ques-
tion is often asked: “Why do you expend all that energy to
raise vegetables when you can purchase the same in grocery
stores?”” My answer, “Beyond the economy, freshness of
food£ and convenience of a garden is the daily demonstration
of God’s pattern and design.”” Every plant is eager to grow, in
its own unique way, and mature seeds so that it can
reprgduce after its own kind (Genesés 1:12). These seeds also
have their own special way of traveling so that they can grow
in other areas. Some have wings and fly through the air, some
are good for food so that birds and animals will transport
them, some (like beggar lice) grab hold to man and beast for a
free tide, and others (when ready) shoot themselves through
the air. Did all this design just happen by chance? The
unbeliever ignores design and pattern when he cuts God out
as creator with his mental penknife!




The Sectarian

The religious world is divided into various sects with differ-
ing beliefs. In fact, there are hundreds of churches with their
divided doctrines and creeds. How do they justify this divi-
sion? By using a mental penknife to cut out the passages that
teach that there was only one church founded by Christ that
practiced only New Testament teaching. Let us observe some
of the passages of the Bible that must be cut away in order to
practice denominationalism.

Those that practice such must cut out the “one church”
teaching of the Bible. Paul wrote: ““And he put all things under
his feet, and gave him to be head over all things to the church, which
is bis body, the fullness of bim who fills all in all”’ (Ephesians
1:22,23). Here, Christ’s church is called His body. In the
same book, Paul declared: “There is one body and one Spirit, just
as you were called in one hope of your calling’’ (Ephesians 4:4).
Those that cut out the one body - one church, often leave in
the one hope! However, if the “‘one body” can be cut out,
why not also cut out the “one hope?”” How can there be
many differing bodies when the Lord Jesus has only one?
How can there be many churches when He promised and
built ONLY one? (Matthew 16:18).

Others cut away Christ as the only head of the church. To
do this, they must mentally cut out Paul’s words: “And he is
the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn
Sfrom the dead, that in all things he may have the inence’’
(Colossians 1:18). Again, ““For the husband is head of the wife, as
also Christ is head of the church; and be is the Savior of the body”
(Ephesians 5:23). Nowhere in all the Bible does Christ agree to
share the headship with anyone, and yet, almost daily we hear
of those that are following a man here on earth as the head of
the church. Others that will not refer to themselves as a head,
function as such by adding and subtracting commandments
from Christ’s teaching.

Then there are those that cut away with their mental
penknife the New Testament teaching on observing the
Lord’s Supper. The word of God declares that the early
Christians: “Continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and
Sellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers” (Acts 2:42).
Many churches partake of the Lord’s Supper every three
months, some on special days only, and others once or twice
each year. Is this continuing steadfastly in the breaking of
bread? Luke records that: “On the first day of the week, when the
Aisciples came together to break bread, Paul, ready to depart the next
dny, spoke to them and continued his message until midnight’’ (Acts
20:7). When a church comes together week after week
without ““breaking bread,” haven’t they used their mental
penknife to cut away this New Testament example? Paul
writes: “For as often as you eat this bread and dvink this cup, you
proclaim the Lord’s death till he comes”” (1 Corinthians 11:26).
When a church refuses to partake of the Lord’s Supper, and
refuses to remember His death, haven’t they cut away the
word of God?

The majority of religions uses their penknives on the com-
mand to sing and make melody in the heart. One can read
every passage in the New Testament that relates to music in
worship in the Lord’s church, and not a single passage even
hints that it is permissible to use a mechanical instrument in
worship. Paul’s command: “Speaking to one another in psalms

" and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your
heart to the Lovd”’ (Ephesians 5:19), but this is cut out! Again:
“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching
and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spivitual
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songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord”’ (Colossians
3:16). The instrument used in these passages is the human
heart, but these verses are mentally cut out and replaced with
“singing and playing.”

other area where millions have used their mental
penknife on the word of God is on the subject of baptism.
The Bible teaches as plainly as can be written that
baptism is an essential command to be obeyed by the sinner
to reach the saving blood of Christ, but this command is
rejected by the majority. Therefore, they mentally cut it out!
Jesus taught: “He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but be
who does not belteve will be condemned”’ (Mark 16:16). He also in-
cluded baptism in the essential birth required to enter the
kingdom of God, ““Unless one is born of WATER and the Spirit,
he cannot enter the kingdom of God”’ (John 3:5). The apostle
Peter wrote: “There is also an antitype which now saves us, namely
baptism. . .’ (1 Peter 3:21). Even the chief of sinners, Saul of
Tarsus, was commanded: “Arise and be baptized, and wash
awny your sins, calling on the name of the Lond” (Acts 22:16).
When Peter preached the first gospel sermon in the church,
he commanded sinners to: “Repent, and let every one of you be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins”’ (Acts
2:38). However, as plainly as these scriptures are written, they
are mentally cut out, and other doctrines taught. Thus, sec-
tarianism uses the penknife on the word of God.

Members Of Christ’s Church

Even among those that are claiming to restore the New
Testament church, penknives are being used daily. It becomes
so easy to decide what is important to follow as a Christian
and what can be ignored. Therefore, many in the church use
their mental penknives to cut out all the passages that deal
with faithfulness. These know that the verses for faithfulness
are there, but disobey them. There is no way that one can
consider himself or herself faithful when being involved only
occasionally in work and worship. Faithfulness is associated
with being present at all classes and services, being steadfast,
and being involved in work. Jesus demands faithfulness. To
the church at Smyrna He commanded: “Be faithfil until
death, and I will give you the crown of life”’ (Revelation 2:10).

When the church began in Jerusalem, it was noted for its
steadfastness. Luke wrote of these Christians: ““And they con-
tinued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the
breaking of bread, and in prayer”’ (Acts 2:42). Just think how
this would strengthen the church today if all members would
follow this example! One of Paul’s strongest admonitions to
Christians is found in the words: ‘“Be steadfast, immovable,
always abounding in the work of the Lovd”’ (1 Corinthians 15:58).
Also: “And let us not grow weary while doing good”’ (Galatians
6:9). The Hebrew writer: “Not forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together’’ (Hebrews 10:25). Those in the church that
purposely forsake the assembly, refuse to work and grow
stronger for the Lord, and grow weary, are cutting these
passages out of the Bible with their mental penknives.

Another place where so many have cut away at the word is
in the command to go into the world and preach the gospel
(Mark 16:15). Instead of going, we have often built large
buildings and invited the sinners to come. Unfortunately,
since this is not God’s way of reaching the lost (as important
as it is), only a few have come. God’s rule (down through the
centuries) is: ““When we go, they come!”’ Have you ever im-
agined what would have happened in Paul’s time if he and
others had not gone forth to the world? Would Christianity
have spread to the world? We know the answer!



Please know that the local work is very important, but it is
to be reinforced by its ability to reach out and teach someone
with the gospel. Jesus wanted the gospel preached in
Jerusalem, but He also wanted it preached “in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8). The church of
the 20th century will never grow and spread the way it should
until we stop cutting out the “‘go into the whole world”
passages and begin obeying them.

Notice further that many in the church have used their
penknives on the verses of the Bible that teach godly living.
The world today is making one of its biggest pitches against
the church. In fact, the world is advertising its fleshly ways
more vividly than ever before. Television, with all its good
points, is also being used to present murder, drunkenness,
adultery, fornication, evolution, and all fleshly lusts. Are
Christians immuned to this? Can we feed on it 365 days a year
and still live godly lives? Evidently we have convinced
ourselves that we can. However, these same sins of the world
are becoming more and more a problem each year in the
church. Is the devil winning in our lives?

Have we used our penknives on the following verses? ““For
the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men,
teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should
live soberly, vighteously, and godly in the present age” (Titus 2:11,12).
Can we follow this passage and follow the ways of the world?
We often say, “But we have to live in the world!”* Yes, but we
don’t have to let the world live in us. It is all right for a ship
to be in the water, but there is trouble when water gets into
the ship. When the world becomes our friend, God becomes
our enemy (James 4:4). When we love the world, we lose the
love of the Father (I John 2:15).

Conclusion

In this lesson we have looked at three types of people that
use their penknives on the word of God. The majority will
never physically cut a word from the Bible, but mentally the
word is ignored. If you haven’t obeyed God’s commands to
become a penitent believer that confesses Jesus to be God’s
Son, and to be baptized for salvation, is it because you have
cut these passages from the Bible? If as a Christian you have
cut out God’s teaching on faithfulness and godly living, isn’t
it past time for you to come back, repent and pray for
forgiveness? If God is not in your life today, why not respond
now?
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A Family For The Lord|

INFLUENGE

Rom. 14:7

WORSHIP

John 4:24

1 Cor. 13




A Family For The Lord

Introduction:

A. Millions of families in this nation
1. Some are happy and some miserable

B. What makes the difference?
1. There are families, and families for the
Lord
2. Vast difference, family for the Lord follows
His way
C. In this sermon wish to look at some God-given
concepts:

I. There Must Be Good Influence

A. Both parents must recognize the power of
influence
1. Can’t exist without some kind of influence
2. It will be either good or evil
3. Children will become (generally) as parents

4. We see a few exceptions

B. The thought of influence motivated this poem:
You gave us our children for such a little while/ To enjoy
their tender youth and smiles/ Infants, toddlers, children,
and teens/ These years were so short it seems/ Until they
were full grown!/ Yet, you gave us time to mould/ them
strong for life/ To teach them what is wrong and right/
Laughter, problems, hugs, and tears/ Love aglow through
the years/ Until they were full grown!/ One by one they
went from parental nest/ To build their own treasured
homes/ Marriage, laughter, problems to meet/ And then
the sound of little feet/ Now that they are full grown!

C. Most parents can see how they influence their
children
1. Example: Son and wood carving

2. Boys want to be like dad, and girls like
mom

3. May not want to influence, but we do

(Romans 14:7)
D. Example: Batsell Barrett Baxter and little boy

E. We should ask, “How faithful do I want my
children to be?”
1. Our faithfulness will help them
(1 Corinthians 15:58)
2. Example: Elderly man obeyed gospel, not
family
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F. “Influence never dies; every act, emotion, look
and word makes influence tell for good or evil, happiness
or woe, through the long future of eternity. The life of a
faithful Christian man (woman) is a guide to Paradise™
(Th]os. Kempis).

II. There Must be True Worship

A. A family for the Lord is concerned about
worship
1. This is our link with God
2. Where are some important places for
family worship?
B. At homc

. Public worship is important, but worship
begins at home

Here we show example in worship
Must be sincere, they see through
hypocrisy

Must train them (Proverbs 22:6)

How many parents are conscientiously
rearing children for Lord?

How do we compare to Hannah
(1 Samuel 1:28)?

7. She paid the full price
C. At pubhc worship

. After family worship, public worship easier

2. Remind children at home to prepare for
worship

3. Parent’s attitude toward worship important

4. Stern discipline essential at worship
(John 4:24)

5. Example: Corrected when talking as a boy

6. Respect for worship is passed down to next
generation

7. Failure causes our youth to be lost to the
church

8. “What greater calamity can fall upon a
nation than the loss of worship?”’
(Carlyle).

IIl. There Must Be True Love

A. A family for the Lord will have love
1. Love beautiful wrapping that encloses all
other virtues in a family (1 Corinthians 13)
2. Since God is love (I Jobn 4:8) families must
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seek love

3. Example: Each child a new canvas, paint
love
4. The more we paint love, the closer we get
to God
5. “Love is the purification of the heart from
self; it strengthens and ennobles the character, gives a
hlghcr motive and a nobler aim to every action of life, and
makes both man and woman strong, noble, and coura-
geous; and the power to love truly and devotedly is the
noblest gift with which a human being can be endowed”
(Miss Jeusbury).
6. We must teach our children to experience
love (1 Corinthians 13)
7. What will be taught when teaching love?

B. Love will share
1. Shows the awfulness of selfishness

2. Not easy, words ““my’’ and “‘mine”
important to children

3. Love teaches the proper balance

4. Jesus will be our leading example
(John 15:12,13)

C. Love has good manners
1. A challenge to teach good manners, love
will help
2. Love provides the proper environment for
all other things
3. Love removes the ugly, and leaves good
manners
D. Love is unselfish
1. Selfishness can be a real family problem
2. Children may show less selfishness outside
the family
3. May seem we are failing in family, but love
is positive
4. Example: Boy and car for brother
5. Sooner or later, love will shine through

Conclusion:
A. Therefore, seek a family for the Lord

B. Seek good influence, true worship, and love

C. “Happy are the families where the government
of parents is the reign of affection, and obedience of the
children the submission of love.”

D. Are you a Christian father, mother or Christian
youth?
1. If you haven’t obeyed the gospel, now is
the time
2. If you have drifted away, now is the time
to return!
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A Family For }he Lord

Introduction:

s we allow our minds to scan across this wonderful
A nation, we can visualize millions of families. The

word family itself has a beautiful sound and brings joy
to the heart; however, some of this joy dissipates when we
recognize the fact that so many of these families are filled with
heartaches, hatred, and tears. Thus, we are reminded that a
family can bring the greatest joy or the deepest sorrow. What
makes the difference? It is not because the concept of the
family breaks down, but it is because millions fail to apply
God’s concept of the family. It is my belief that there are
“families” and then there are ““families for the Lord,”” and
there is a vast difference between the two. God, in His word,
has laid down principles to help the family and to make it
happy, but when these are ignored, homes fail. However,
when these God-given principles are followed, the product is

a family for the Lord. Please consider prayerfully some of
these concepts:

There Must Be Good Influence

Before a family can be labeled a “family for the Lord,” both
parents must recognize the power of influence, and how that
it is at this point that a family either goes right or wrong. A
family cannot exist without some type of influence, because
influence will be present either for good or evil. Our children
will become (to some degree) what they see in us as their
parents. As a general rule, bad children come from bad
parents and good children come from good parents. Yes,
there are exceptions, because all of us have known youth that
grew up to be outstanding Christians even though their
parents were evil, but again this is the exception and not the
rule.

The importance of parental influence was on my mind
when I wrote the following poem:

You gave us our children for such a little while
To enjoy their tender youth and smiles
Infants, toddlers, children, and teens
These years were so short it seems
Until they were full grown!

Yet, you gave us time to mould them strong for life
To teach them what is wrong and right
Laughter, problems, hugs, and tears
Love aglow through the years
Until they were full grown!

One by one they went from parental nest
To build their own treasured homes
Marriage, laughter, problems to meet
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And then the sound of little feet
Now that they are full grown!

Most parents can see how they influence their children
from Fvcck to week. Please note this personal example. Since
my hobby is woodworking, one day I decided to carve a
goose and a duck, and after several hours of work, these were
completed and displayed on the fireplace hearth. Do you
know what else was displayed there? A miniature duck carved
by our son. For you see, boys want to be like dad and girls
want to be like mom. This may be frightening, but it is true!
You might say, I don’t want to influence my children to be
like me—1I refuse to have an influence on them. This is im-
possible, because you may choose not to influence them for
good; but you will still influence them for evil. Paul was
teaching this principle when he wrote: “For none of us lves to
himself, and no one dies to himself>> (Romans 14:7), and this is
especially true with our families.

Batsell Barrett Baxter wrote of an example that impressed
his life deeply: ““I remember several years ago, on a Sunday
morning after I had preached a sermon, I came down from
the pulpit, as my custom was, and sat on the front row while
the Lord’s Supper was being served. There was a little boy of
prc-srl‘hool age on that front row, who inched over toward
me until he sat very close beside me. Then, he leaned close to
my ear and said, ‘I wish I was you.”” Nobody ever said that
bcfox%: and nobody since. Just a little boy whose name I did

not even know. I knew his family. I had seen him a few
times,, but I did not even know his name. But he had heard
me preach about Christ and he had seen me stand in front of
the congregation. It was my impact as a preacher, not as an
individual, that had impressed him so deeply. His statement
left an imprint on me. I cannot afford to disappoint that little
boy, just as you cannot afford to disappoint the people who
look at you.”

Therefore, if you desire to have a family for the Lord, you
should ask: ““How faithful do I want my children to be to the
church? How much interest do I want them to have in Chris-
tianity when they grow up?’’ The answers to these questions
will be determined by your influence now! How faithful are
you (as parents) to the Lord and His church (1 Corinthians
15:58)?

When working with the church in Alabama, I rececived a
call concerning an eighty year old man that was searching his
Bible for the truth. After going by to visit, I found that he
had basically learned what to do to be saved. Thus, after a
short|time of teaching, (accompanied by his daughter) I bap-
tized him into Christ. Only one week later I preached his
funeral and we laid his body to rest in a private cemetery



nestled in the foothills of the Monsanto Mountains. Even
though this man turned to the Lord in the last shadow of his
life, we could never influence his daughter to study or attend
worship. Do you know why? What this man did at eighty he
should have done when younger to influence his family for
the Lord. The rearing of children for the Lord is a full time
job for parents, and we need to be seriously involved.

“Influence never dies; every act, emotion, look and word
makes influence tell for good or evil, happiness or woe,
through the long future of eternity. The life of a faithful
Christan man (woman) is a guide to Paradise.” (Thos.
Kempis).

There Must Be True Worship

When one studies further the concepts that make a family
for the Lord, it is important to consider worship. True wor-
ship is our link with God in a world given over to sin, and it is
in the home that our children are taught the real importance
of worship. Those that leave worship to God out of their
lives, cannot have a family for the Lord. Where are some of
the places that worship can be a genuine part of a family?

(1) At home

When we think of worship, it is often natural to think
about a public assembly or as many express it, “going to
church.” This is vitally important, but the true foundation
for worship begins in the home. When the Lord blesses our
home with little ones, we have a responsibility to keep God
always before them. This is done in the first place by our
example. A child learns to know God and to worship Him by
observing his parents. Those that pretend to know God for
the sake of their children will be shocked to learn that their
children know the truth about them. Just as true love and
adoration for God can’t be hidden, neither can the role of a
hypocrite. Believe me, they know where we stand, and there
is no middle ground. We either show our children that God is
everything or He is nothing,.

The father that sends his children to worship with the hope
that they will learn to truly love God even though he himself
has no interest, is deceived. This is not following Solomon’s
advise, “Tmin up a child in the way he should go’> (Proverbs
22:6). However, when God is real to the father, He will be
real to his children.

It is wondered how many parents are conscientiously rear-
ing their children for the Lord. The Old Testament tells of
Hannah that promised God that if He would give her a son
she would give him back. God gave her Samuel and during
the first years of his life, Hannah was at work for God. The
time finally came and as she presented him to Eli, he was fully
prepared, and what a great contribution Samuel made to the
work of God (1 Samuel 1:28). This faithful mother must have
lived God before him daily. The price tag has not been re-
duced, for if we want our children to be true worshippers to-

day, we must show them by our lives at home the greatness
of God.

(2) At Public Worship

Once the foundation for worship has been firmly laid at
home, it will be easier to teach them how to honor Him at
the assembly. Parents should not wait until the service begins
to prepare for worship. As the day of worship gets closer, our
children should be reminded of the importance of the occa-
sion. Here again, our attitude at home is carried into the
public worship. If our children are made to feel that we don’t
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want to go, and if we criticize the church and all related to it
before and after worship, they will be difficult to control. If
ever there is a time for stern discipline, it should be when
there is misbehavior at worship. Our children must know
that God demands all to “worship in spirit and truth”’ (John
4:24).

When I was just a little boy, I had been taught the impor-
tance of reverence in worship. It was finally decided that I
could sit with the other boys if T would be at my best. During
the first part of the service, all went well until the boy next to
me took from his pocket a new shiny penny. He began to
talk about it, but I resisted. Finally it got so interesting that I
decided I could talk if I kept my eyes on my mother. About
the time I thought all was going well, she must have had eyes
in the back of her head, because she got up, came to me, took
me by the arm and marched me hurriedly (before all those
eyes) to where she was sitting and seated me firmly by her
side. This may not have passed the laws of child psychology,
but it sure taught me a lesson about being reverent in wor-
ship!

1{) family for the Lord will be taught the importance of wor-
ship, and this will be carried into our children’s lives as they
rear their children. We often read about how many of our
young people are lost to the church, and it is wondered how
many arc lost because they are never taught the proper
respect for worship. .

In the words of Carlyle: ““What greater calamity can fall upon
a nation than the loss of worship?*> Can’t the same be said
about the family? What greater calamity can fall upon a family
than the loss of worship?

There Must Be True Love

When looking further into what is involved in rearing a
family for the Lord, we must also consider the important
concept of love. Love is the beautiful wrapping that encloses
all other virtues in a family (I Corinthians 13). Since God
Himself is love (1 John 4:8), how could a family be designated
as a family for the Lord without it? When God adds to our
families children, one by one, He is issuing with each addi-
tion, a challenge to develop and promote love. Try to image
that when a child is given to us, that such is like a new canvas
on which a picture has never been painted. God hands us the
paints and brushes and says, ““paint for me a masterpiece of
love.”” This is our greatest challenge because the more we
paint love, the closer we keep them to God. Each stroke of
the brush gives them the qualities they need to be successful
in life—now and forever.

The power of love in our families cannot be over-estimated.
In the words of one writer: ““‘Love is the purification of the
heart from self; it strengthens and ennobles the character,
gives a higher motive and a nobler aim to every action of life,
and makes both man and woman strong, noble, and coura-
geous; and the power to love truly and devotedly is the
noblest gift with which a human being can be endowed”
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