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D e d i c a t i o n

This book of sermons is affectionately dedicated wirh love afd respect to all our children: Two
daughters, Corretta Lynette Lawrence and Alesa Mynette Edgar, who have honored us as
parents by their obedience, Christian character, achievements in life, and love for the Lord.
One son, Lorin Brooks Bristow, the finest Christian son beyond that which parents could
dream. Two grandsons, Mark Anthony and Micah Benton Lawrence who have also brot̂ ht
into our lives love, joy, and happiness.

I n t r o d u ^ : t i o n

Appreciation is also expressed to the various congregations
over the years that allowed me to preach these sermons. Their
generous acceptance helped me to determine what seemed to
be the most effective sermons to be included in this work.

There are so many young men in the church that are begin¬
ning their work as apreacher of the gospel. This can be avery
difficult time for choosing and preaching sermons, and it is
hoped that this book: “Sermons To See and Hear, ”will prove
to be ablessing to them. These twenty sermons represent
rr:any hours of labor and study over aperiod of some thirty-
five years. HopefiiUy, you will use these messages, along with
your own study and style, to make them even more effective.

The first book of sermons by this author, “Charts and Ser¬
mons for Overhead Projectors,” Quality Publications, has been
well received. Thanks to all of you so very much for your con¬
fidence and support.

It will be my continual prayer that both of these volumes
will have some part in spreading the gospel to alost and dying
world. May God’s blessings be upon all that preach the word
o::' God in its purity, and upon those honest hearts that
receive the word of God for sincere obedience, is my prayer!

he sermons in this book are designed to help you
more effectively preach the gospel of Jesus Christ. You
will find charts to illustrate each sermon, outlines to

assist you while delivering the messages, and written sermons
to aid you in study and preparation. Avariety of subjects have
been covered so that abalanced spiritual diet can be obtained
through preaching the word. It has been found (through ex¬
perience) that an audience appreciates avariety of subjects so
that they can obtain awell-rounded knowledge of God’s
word. Therefore, you will find subjects relating to the cross,
the church, leadership, moral issues, marriage and the home,
doctrines, the word of God, baptism, church growth, prayer,
Christ, soul saving, and the value of life. Each sermon is for¬
tified with many scriptures, and has been designed to lead the
listeners to the words of l i fe. .

It would be impossible to know how many have influenced
this author (through gospel teaching) over the years, but
gratitude is expressed to all that contributed through the
pulpit, books, and articles from various Christian publica¬
tions. Even though it would not be possible to name all that
have helped, be assured that they are appreciated. When a
quote or poem was used, an effort was made to give recogni¬
tion; however, some of these were unknown. Therefore,
whether known or unknown, be assured that their works are
passed on to you with sincere gratitude.

T

T h e A u t h o r

Benny B. Bristow
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NO ROOM IN THE INN
L u k e 2 : 7

* L o v e o f R i c h e s
1TIMOTHY 6:10, 17; ACTS 5:1-10

B e c a u s e o f . . .
♦Lust of the Flesh
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*Living in
Religious Error

MATTHEW 15:9; JAMES 5:10

♦Love of Self
LUKE 18:13; ROMANS 12:3



N o R o o m I n T h e I n n ^

I n t r o d u c t i o n :
A. Read text: (Luke 2:7)

Millions of words written about Christ’s birth
and l i fe

1. Some joyful and others sad
2. Words of our text tell us Jesus born in

world of rejection
3. No place to later lay His head (Matthew

8:20), no place in the Inn to be born
So busy with taxes, had no idea that Son of God
was being born
Same is true today, so busy with the physical
things, no place in the Inn for Him
In this lesson, look at some things that crowd
out Jesus:

I . B e c a u s e O f . . . L o v e O f R i c h e s

One soul is more valuable than al l r iches

I. Jesus taught this (Matthew 16:26)
2. Riches are temporary (Pfiwerfa 23;4,5j

Love for money led Ananias and Sapphira to lie
(Acts 5:3)

1. One must seek first the kingdom
(Matthew 6:33)

2. Otherwise, we close the Inn to Jesus!
n . B e c a u s e O f . . . L u s t O f T h e F l e s h

A. Lust of flesh is close kin to love of money
Lust defined: “an unlawful intense, excessive,
and unrest ra ined desi re

1. Assoc ia ted wi th a l l k inds of sexual

immorality
2. One of the three avenues of dev i l

(Genesis 3:6)
3. The devil used against Jesus

(Matthew 4:3-11)
4. Of the world, and should not be loved

(1 John 2:15,16)
C. Lust of the flesh is an enemy to the Spirit

1. (Galatians 5:16,17)
2. Al l 17 works of the flesh re late to lust

3. Keeps one out of kingdom (Galatians 5:21)
4. Those who practice such, have no room

for Jesus in the Inn

F.

B .
G .

C .

B .
D . 5 5

E .

A . Riches always represented as one of enemies of
G o d

1. Doesn’t have to be this way
2 . G o d m a d e A d a m a n d E v e r i c h

(Genesis 1:29,30)
3. What happened? Allowed these to be

more important than God’s will
4. Allowed lust to overshadow God

(1 John 2:16)
5. Eve chose the fleshly over God

(Genesis 3:6) D . Lust of the flesh can never be compatible with
JesusB . From that day aproblem with the human race

1. Israel had this problem
(Deuteronomy 8:11-14)

2. Prophets spoke for God (Amos 3:15)
Both Old and New Testaments warn against
riches

1. To have the divine nature, must escape
these (2 Peter 1:4)

2. Aplace of punishment reserved for the
dcshly (2 Petei'2:9,10)

E. No way to say “I love Jesus” and follow the lust
of flesh

1. Must have new birth (John 3:5)
2 . M u s t b e a n e w c r e a t i o n

(2 Corinthians 5:17)
3. Must not love the world (7 John 2:15)

F. No room in the Inn, if have lust of the flesh

m. Because Of. ..Living In Religious
E r r o r

A. Error has been aproblem (in and out of the

C .

1. Money is to be aservant, not amaster
2. When order is reversed, trouble

(1 Timothy 6:10)
3. The rich warned (7 Timothy 6:17)

Jews of Bethlehem overlooked Savior
(Matthew 1:21),

1. Too busy looking after material things
Rich young ruler traded his soul for riches
(Matthew 19:22)

D .

E .
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church)
1. False teachers and error-loving listeners

B. Pure doctrine is important to God
1. (Matthew 15:13,14)
2. Compared to thieves and robbers

(John 10:1-5; 12)
3. Paul warned Ephesian elders

(Acts 20:29,30)
C. Pau l ’s a t t i t ude toward those tha t re fused t ru th

1. (1 Timothy 6:3-5)
2. Warned against Hymenaeus and Philetus

(2 Timothy 2:17,18)
D. John and James opposed false teachers

1. (2 John 9)
2. (James 5:19,20)

I V . B e c a u s e O f . . . L o v e O f S e l f
A . S o m e l o v e s e l f t o o m u c h

B. Self is good standard if controlled
(Matthew 22:39)

1. Selfish pride shuts out Jesus
(Proverbs 16:5; Romans 12:3)

C. Christ praised sinner without pride in temple
(Luke 18:13)

1. Condemned pridefiil Pharisee
D. Before following Jesus, must deny self

(Mark 8:34)
E. Joseph and Mary did not force their way into the

I n n

1. Just went to amanger (Luke 2:7)
S o l o m o n ’ s d e fi n i t i o n o f a f o o l

(Pwverbs 12:15; 14:12; 26:12)
Isaiah and Paul condemn loving self too much

I. (Isaiah 5:21; Galatians 6:3)

F .

G .

C o n c l u s i o n :

Do you have room for Jesus in the Inn -in your
life?

Have you turned Him away because of love of
riches, fleshly lust, religious error, and pride?
Will you obey and find room for Him today?

A .

B .

C .
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N o R o o m I n T h e I n n

I n t r o d u c t i o n :

“And she broî ht forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped him in
swaddling cloths, and laid him in amanger, because there was no
room for them in the inn” (Luke 2:7)

illions of words have been written about the birth,
ministry, and sacrifice of Jesus; some have been joy¬
ful, instructive, and sad, but all that is said about

the Son of God is important. The words of this text inform
us that Jesus was born in an environment of rejection. Not
only did the Son of Man not have aplace later to lay His head
(Matthew 8:20), but He didn’t have aplace in the Inn to be
born. This was abusy time in Bethlehem because it was tax
time. Especially those, of the house of David, had their minds
on business and had no idea that the spiritual Son of David
needed aplace to be born. Everything else was given priority
rather than Jesus!

Doesn’t this sound familiar.^ Hasn’t every generation since
the time of His birth made the same mistake? Yes, millions
get so caught up in fleshly things that they have no room in
the Inn. We so often force Him into astable among the
animals instead of giving Him aplace of honor in the Inn. It
shall be our purpose in this study to look at some things in
life that crowd out Jesus. Why is there often no room in the
Inn—in our l i ves?

B e c a u s e O f . . . L o v e O f R i c h e s

Riches have always represented one of the many enemies of
God, but it doesn’t have to be this way. When God first
made man and woman. He gave them dominion over all
things which would meet their physical needs—“the herb that
yields seed which is on the face of all the earth, and every tree whose
fruit yields seed; to you it shall be for food. Also, to every beast of the
earth, to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the
earth, in which there is life” (Genesis 1:29,30). Talk about a
couple being rich! The Lord just handed them the earth and
all that was in it. Add to all this abeautiful garden especially
planted, watered, and decorated by the hand of God, and
you have the wealthiest couple ever to live on the earth.
What happened? They allowed these things to become more
important than God. “The lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes, and
the pride of life” (1 John 2:16), overshadowed God. When Eve
compared the forbidden firuit with its beauty, its appeal to the
appetite, and its power to make one wise (Genesis 3:6), to
God’s will, she chose the fleshly, and Adam followed her sin¬
ful ways (Genesis 3:6).

This was the beginning of crowding God out for riches, but
no t t he end . Th i s becomes acommon denomina to r f ound i n

all generations since Adam. In the special nation, Israel, that
God formed through the seed of Abraham, this was con¬
tinually aproblem. When Israel forgot God and had no room
for Him in their lives, they were usually blinded by the love
of riches and lust. They had been warned: “Beware that you do
not forget the LORD your God by not keeping his commandments,
his judgments, and his statutes which Icommand you today. Lest
—when you have eaten and are full, and have built beautiful houses
and dwell in them; and when your herds and your flocks multiply,
and your silver and yourgold are multiplied, and all that you have is
multiplied; when your heart is lifted up, and you forget the LORD
your God who brotght you out of the land of̂ ypt, fivm the house of
bonde^e” (Deuteronomy 11-14). Later when Israel chose riches
instead of God, Amos, aspokesman for God said: “I will
destroy the winter house abng with the summer house; the houses of
ivory shall perish, and the great houses shall have an end, says the
LORD” (Amos 3:15).

Both the Old and New Testaments warn against allowing
riches to crowd out the spiritual. Money is to be used as aser¬
vant instead of amaster! Mankind is to love the Lord, and
not money. When the order is reversed, his life becomes filled
with evU. “For the love of money is aroot of all kinds of evil, firr
which some have strayed jrom the faith in their greediness, and
pierced themselves through with many sorrows” (1 Timothy 6:10).
It is no wonder that Paul told Timothy to: “Command those
who are rich in this present age not to be haî hty, nor to trust in
uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all thirgs
to enjoy” (1 Timothy 6:17).

The things that the Jews were seeking in Bethlehem when
Jesus was born were so small compared to His birth. For cen¬
turies they had looked for and studied from the prophets
about His appearance. And yet, as He was ready to be bom
to bring salvation to the world (Matthew 1:21), there was no
room for Him in the Inn. Material riches seem so important
at the time, and millions are willing to sell their souls for
them. When the rich young mler weighed his riches against
following Jesus and gaining eternal life, he chose his riches
(Matthew 19:22).

Jesus taught that riches compared to just one soul is
nothing (Matthew 16:26). Remember, riches are so temporary
and can be lost easier than gained. Solomon warns: “Do not
overwork to be rich; because of your own understanding, cease! Will
you set your eyes on that which is not? For riches certainly make
themselves wings; they fly away like an eagle toward heaven
(Proverbs 23:4,5).

Ananias and Sapphira learned that one cannot love riches
and st i l l be afai thful Chr ist ian. Their love of r iches led them

to “lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of the land

M
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mne in among you not sparing the flock. Also from among yourselves
nuTi will rise up, speakirgperverse thirgs, to draw away the disciples
afler themselves” (Acts 20:29,30). Thus, false teachers are com¬
pared to the attacks of savage wolves, and when following
these, there can be NO room for Jesus.

,\s Paul instructed Timothy, how did he feel toward those
that refused the truth and taught otherwise? “If anyone Uaches
otherwise and does not consent to wholesome words, even the words of

Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is aaording to
gotiliness, he is proud, knowing nothing, but is obsessed with disputes
and arguments over words, from which come envy, strife, reviling,
evil suspicions” (1 Timothy 6:3,4). In v. 5he says that they are
“destituu of the truth, ”and should be withdrawn from. Later
in his second book to Timothy, Paul warned him against two
false teachers, Hymenaeus and Philetus, and said that “their
message will spread like cancer” (2 Timothy 2:17). They had
“strayed concerning the truth, saying that the resurrection is already
pan; and they overthrow the faith of some” (v. 18). How could
these, (or anyone else) claim to make room for Jesus mthe
I n n ?

for themselves” (Acts 5:3). Their actions caused them to die
both spiritually and physically! Therefore, “seek first the
kirgdom of God and his rghteousness, and all these thirgs shall be
odM to you” (Matthew 6:33). Don’t ever allow riches to close
the Inn to Jesus, the Savior of the world!
B e c a u s e O f . . . L u s t O f T h e F l e s h

It should be easy to see that “love of money,” and “lust of
the flesh” are close kin. The word “lust” as used in the Bible
means an unlawful intense, excessive and unrestrained desire.
It is most often associated with the flesh and especially all
kinds of sexual immorality. The lust of the flesh is one of the
three avenues used by the devil against Eve (Genesis 3:6), and
against Jesus (Matthew 4:3-11), and listed by John as “the
things in the world” (1 John 2:15,16), that should not be loved.
The “lust of the flesh” is an enemy to the Spirit. “Walk in the
Spirit, and you shall notfulfill the lust of the flesh. For the flesh lusts
against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are con¬
trary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish
(Galatians 5:16,17). Paul proceeds in verse 19 to name the
works of the flesh. If you analyze the 17 works listed, you
will see that all kinds of sexual impurities, murder, idolatry,
fightings, and drunken parties are given. He concludes his list
by saying: “that those whoprcutke such thirgs will not inherit the
kingdom of God” (v. 21). What is Paul saying? Those who prac¬
tice the lust of the flesh have no room for Jesus in the Inn!
He is sent away to the stable.

One of the beautiful things about being afollower of Jesus
is that we can be different from the corruption of the world.
Remember, the lust of the fleshly world can never be com-
padble with Jesus, and the world and Jesus can never stay in
the same heart. This is what Peter meant when he referred to
the exceedingly great and precious promises given by Jesus.
That throî  these you may be partakers of the divine nature, hav-

irg escaped the corruption that is in the world throigh lust” (2 Peter
1:4). If one has not escaped the world’s fleshly corruption,
there is no room for Jesus. Peter later writes that the Lord
will “reserve the unjust under punishment for the day of judgment,
and especially those who walk according to the flesh in the lust of
uncleanness and despise authority” (2 Peter 2:9,10).

There is no way that one can say and mean the words, “I
love Jesus,” and still follow the lustful ways of the world. The
new birth into the kingdom demands being new (John 3:5; 2
Corinthians 5:17). John makes it clear that if any man loves
the world, the love of the Father is not in him (1 John 2:15).
Is there no room for Jesus in the Inn because of the “lust of
the flesh?

Because Of. ..Living In Religious Error
One of the difficulties in life over the centuries (even among

believers) is religious error. There have always been those that
feel that keeping the pure doctrine of the Bible is not
necessary. Therefore, false teachers have taught, and ears that
love to hear strange things have listened. True doctrine is
important, and without it Jesus has no room in the Inn.
Jesus taught of false doctrine: “Every plant which my heavenly
Father has not planted will be uprooted” (Matthew 15:13). As to
ftlse teachers He responded: “Let them alone. They are blind
leaders of the blind. And if the blind leads the bUnd, both will fall

tof these teachers as
o v e r t h e w a l l o f t h e

sheepfold instead of going through the door (John 10:1-5;
12). Paul used the same figure as he warned the Ephesian
elders: “For Iknow this, tfldt after my departure savcge wolves will

o u r

2 3

How strongly did the aposde John feel about false doctrine?
He wrote: “Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine
of Christ does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ
has both the Father and the Son” (2 John 9). James, in his little
book, teaches that even abrother can become lost when he
w:mders from the truth, and needs to be turned back to be
saved (James 5:19,20). Therefore, throw away all creed books
wiitten by man, and make room for Jesus in the Inn.
B e c a u s e O f . . . L o v e O f S e l f

How many times do we have no room for Jesus in the Inn
because we are so occupied with self? Please understand that
there is nothing wrong with respecting one’s self, because
“loving self’ is the standard by which we are to love our
ne:ighbors (Matthew 22:39). However, Jesus is shut out when
one becomes self-righteous and self-conceited. We cannot
have both sinful pride and Jesus in our hearts together.
“Everyone who is proud in heart is an abomination to the Lord;
(F'roverbs 16:5). Paul wrote: “For Isay, throigh the grace given to
rm, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more
hghly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt
to each one ameasure of faith” (Romans 12:3).

Jesus praised atax collector that went to the temple and
said, “God be merciful to me asinner” (Luke 18:13), but sent
the Pharisee away empty handed. The Pharisee was so full of
self and his own righteousness that he had no room for
ar.ything else in his fife. He felt so sold on himself that he did
not ask for anything. Before one can make room for Jesus, he
must first deny himself (Mark 8:34).

Jesus will enter only where He is wanted and needed. In
the text, Joseph and Mary did not force their way into the
Ir.n, but went to alowly place where Jesus was born, wrap¬
ped “in swaddling chths, and laid Him in amanger” (Luke 2:7).
Selfish pride will close the door of the Inn as quickly as
ariything else! Why? “The way of afool is rght in his own eyes,
but he who heeds counsel is wise” (Proverbs 12:15). “There is away
which seems right to aman, but its end is the way of death” (Pro-
ve.'bs 14:12). “Do you see aman wise in his own eyes? There is more
htpe for afool than for him” (Proverbs 26:12). The prophet
Isaiah pronounced: “Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes,
ard prudent in their own sight!” (Isaiah 5:21). Then Paul
summed it up: “For if anyone thinks himself to be something,
when he is nothirg, he deceives himself’ (Galatians 6:3).

C C

> 3

5 5

into aditch” (v. 14). Our Lord though
being thieves and robbers that climb

8



C o n c l u s i o n :

Therefore, all of us should pause and consider if we have
room for Jesus in our lives, or if we (like the ancient Iim
keeper) turn Him away because of love of riches, fleshly lust,
religious error, and seif. To turn Jesus away spiritually is the
most serious mistake that anyone can make in this life. Will
you find room for Him in the Inn today?





What The Cross Brings
P a r t 1

I n t r o d u c t i o n :

A. One Sunday after communion, thought on what
the cross brings

1. Thought of twelve things -selected six for
these two sermons

2. In this sermon, will look at the first three:

I. The Cross Brings Redemption
A. Redemption means “to buy back or to set free
B . F r o m A d a m a n d E v e - M a n a s l a v e t o s i n

1. (Bomans 3:23; Romans 6:17,18).
C. Before redemption, price must be paid
D. Wha t d i d i t cos t Ch r i s t ?

1. Gold and silver not enough
2. Required “precious blood of Christ

(1 Peter 1:18,19)
Man did not deserve redemption, came by grace

1. (Ephesians 1:7; Bomans 3:24).
F. Under Moses’ Law, acontinual struggle with sin

1. Had Priesthood, High Priest, Day of
Atonement, and animal blood

2. Still needed permanent forgiveness through
Chnst (Hebrews 9:12).

Redemption is such abeautiful gift from the
cross!

n. The Cross Brings Love
A . A f t e r C h r i s t t a l k e d t o N i c o d e m u s a b o u t n e w

b i r t h . . .

1. Spoke of motivating force behind salvation
(John 3:14-16).

2. “Agape” strongest love word -Unselfishly
considers needs of others (John 15:13).

B. Did man deserve th is love?

1. No, he was lost in sin (Romans 5:8).
2 . L o v e m o t i v a t e d C h r i s t t o d r i n k t h e b i t t e r

c u p

C. Now we can sing, “Love Lifted Me!

m. The Cross Brings Forgiveness
A. The cross brings needed forgiveness

(Cohssians 1:14).

B. Jesus prayed for forgiveness from the cross
(Luke 23:34).

1 . S t i l l a l l mus t come to H im in obed ience to

be forgiven
Paul preached to the world the gospel and
forgiveness

1. (Acts 13:38).
To those that obey gospel, then live and forgive
others, they receive (ot̂ veness (Ephesians 4:32).

1. Example: Spot on handkerchief
Why is forgiveness so important?

1. Only way to remove death (Romans 6:23).
2. Only way to receive ablessing

(Romans 4:7,8).
Lord’s forgiveness brings purity

1. (Isaiah 1:18).
Forgiveness comes for past sins when one obeys
the gospel (Acts 2:38).

1. Continues if one walks in the light
(1 John 1:7,9).

C .

D .

5 5

E .

F.

G .

E .

C o n c l u s i o n
A . Hope these first three things the cross brings

have impressed you
1. They are very important

Will consider three other things in Part 2
Should be anxious to obey God and receive these
blessings

1. If you are not right with Him, will you
c o m e ?

B .
G .

C .

5 5
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What The Cross Brings
P a r t 1

I n t r o d u c t i o n :
ne Sunday morning while meditating on the cross
shortly after taking the Lord’s Supper, Iasked
myself the question, “What did the cross bring?”

On ascrap piece of paper, Ijotted down twelve important
things the cross has given and from these twelve principles,
six have been chosen for these two sermons. In this lesson,
we shall look at the first three. The six principles found in
these two sermons represent the essence of Jesus’ work and
purpose in coming to earth.

The Cross Brings Redemption
May we begin by observing that the cross brings redemp¬

tion. Redemption means to buy back or to set fee. When
Christianity was bom, the word redemption was associated
with slavery. If any person was willing to pay the price, aslave
could be redeemed. From the time that Adam and Eve com¬
mitted sin in the garden, the human race was in slavery to sin.
Each following generation had one thing in common -they
sinned! Even the Jews, who had been given aspecial set of
laws to protect them from evil, sinned and turned often away
from God. When Paul wrote his Roman letter, he was able to
sum up the whole human race of Jews and Gentiles in these
words: “For all have sinned and jail short of the £lory of God '
(Bomans 3:23). Even the Roman Christians had one time been
“slaves of sin” (Bomans 6:17), and had been made free by their
obedience to the Gospel (v. 18).

Before there can be redemption, aprice must be paid.
Therefore, the only way that Christ could bring redemption
was to pay the price. How much did it cost to offer redemp¬
tion to the whole world? Was there enough gold and silver in
the world to pay? No, physical wealth did not have that
much value! Peter quotes the price in these words: “Knowiry
that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold,
from your aimless conduct received by tradition from yourfathers, but
with the precious bbod of Christ, as of alamb without blemish and
without spot” (1 Peter 1:18,19). The word precious used here
suggests something rare and of great value. Of all the things
that existed in the world, only His blood could redeem, and
this makes His blood precious indeed!

Did mankind deserve this redemption? Was God returning
to man afavor that He owed? I f ar ich man of the first cen¬

tury observed aslave that was honest, obedient, and aperfect
model of aslave, he might say, “That man deserves to be
free! I’m going to redeem him.” But diis was not true with
lost humanity. Man was guilty of sin, and didn’t deserve to
be free, therefore, redemption came through grace. “In him
we have redemption throi^h his bbod, the forgiveness of sins,

acconiing to the riches of his grace” (Ephesians 1:7). Paul also
wrote, “Beifg justified freely by his grace through the redemption
that is in Christ Jesus” (Bomans 3:24).

Under the law of Moses, there was acontinual struggle to
deal with sin. There was set forth apriesthood, and the High
Priest offered the blood of animals to deal with the sins of the
people year after year. However, as important as this system
was to Israel, permanent forgiveness could come only
through Jesus as the High Priest. “Not with the bbod of goats
and calves, but with his own bbod he entered the Most Holy Place
once for all, havirg obtained eternal redemption” (Hebrews 9:12).
What agift the cross brings when it brings redemption!
Th<: Cross Brings Love

Please observe further that the cross brings love. After
Jesus had explained the new birth to Nicodemus, He then
explained the motivating force behind salvation. “And as
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of
Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him should not perish but
have eternal life. For God so loved the world that he gave his only
bgotten Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have
everkstirg life” (John 3:14-16). The Greek word “agape” used
here is the strongest word in existence for love. It is alove
that unselfishly considers the needs of others even above that
of self. When Jesus referred to this love He said, “Greater love
has mone than this, than to lay down one^s life for his friends
(John 15:13).

Once there was alittle girl that needed akidney transplant
to save her life. Asearch was made, but adonor could not be
found that was compatible to her. It was finally discovered
that only her litde brother’s kidney would save her life. When
they asked him about giving one of his kidneys, he thought
for amoment and then said that he was willing. They were
rolled into the operating room side by side, and afew
moments later the little boy asked the Doctor, “How long is
it now before Idie?” He had agreed to give the kidney think¬
ing that it would cost him his life.

Wien Jesus agreed to express His love for sinners. He knew
for sure that it would cost Him His life!

Ag:ain we might ask, “Did mankind deserve this love?”
No, in fact, he deserved to die forever because of sin. “But
God demonstrates his own love toward us, in that whib we were still
sinners, Christ died for us” (Bomans 5:8). Love motivated Jesus
to go to the greatest depth of sufiFering, and to drink the bit¬
terest cup in existence, so that sinners might be forgiven.
Therefore, every saved sinner can sing, “Love lifted me! Love
lifted me! When nothing else could help. Love lifted me.”

o
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The Cross Brings Forgiveness
As we look further into what the cross brings, let us

remember that it brings forgiveness. Paul made this declara¬
tion about Jesus: “In whom we have redemption throt^h His
bhod, the for£weness of sins” (Colossians 1:14). Even on the cross,
Jesus looked down on an angry mob with hate and murder in
their hearts and said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know
what they do” (Luke 23:34). Jesus not only forgave from the
cross, but His act of dying and the shedding of His blood
made it possible to forgive all that would come in obedience
to the w i l l o f God.

When Paul and other missionaries traveled over the coimtry
preaching the gospel, they could remind sinners that Christ
offered forgiveness. Paul told his audience at Antioch in
Pisidia that Jesus had brought to the world forgiveness.

Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that throt̂ h this Man
is preached to you the forgiveness of sins” (Acts 13:38). To those
that obey the gospel and then follow Jesus to the point that
they are willing to forgive others, they will receive forgiveness
from the cross. The apostle to the Gentiles wrote the church
at Ephesus: “And be kind to one another, tender-hearted, for-

gmng one another, just as God in Christ also fngave you” (Ephe¬
sians 4:32).

Forgiveness turns an ugly life into one that is beautiful. One
time aman was showing his artist friend arare and expensive
handkerchief that he had ruined by getting on it an î y ink
blot. His friend looked at it and asked, “Could Iborrow this
handkerchief for awhile.^” He gladly consented, and afew
days later when he returned the handkerchief, there appeared
on it abeautiful artistic design. He had taken the û y spot
and with more ink had turned it into something beautiful.
This is what happens to our lives when there is true
forgiveness from Christ.

Why is forgiveness so important? (1) It is our only way of
being made pure from past sins so that we can be accepted by
our Father in heaven. Remember, Sin brings death (Bomans
6:23), but forgiveness brings life. (2) Forgiveness is the only
way we receive God’s blessings. “Blessed are those whose lawless
deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; blessed is the man to
whom the Lord shall not impute sin” (Bomans 4:7,8). When the
Lord forgives, there is purity. Isaiah described the results of
forgiveness in these words: “Though your sins are like scarlet,
they shall be as white as snow; thorgh they are red like crimson, they
shall be as wool” (haiah 1:18).

This beautiful forgiveness from the cross takes place in two
important ways. (I) When apenitent believer confesses
Christ to be the Son of God, and is baptized for the remission
of sins (Acts 2:38). (2) Then secondly, forgiveness is not
limited to past sins, but if the newly forgiven child of God will
walk faithfiiUy, there will be forgiveness for future sins. “But
if we walk in the Ight as he is in the light, we have fellowship with
one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:7,9).
C o n c l u s i o n :

The three things that we have studied in this sermon are
very important, and they make the cross of great value. Have
you allowed redemption, love and forgiveness to be apart of
your life? Jesus has given so much from the cross -are you
willing to obey and serve Him?

C (
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What The Cross Brings
P a r t 2

I n t r o d u c t i o n :
A. The word o f God e levates the cross

in. The Cross Brings Grace
A. One of the most beautiful words in the English

language
1. Millions have sung: “Amazing Grace.
2. Amazing because it takes sinners to the

cross for forgiveness
B. Jews and Gentiles must be justified by grace

1. (Bomans 3:24,25).
2. Favor that no person deserves
3. Deserved death -sinners (Bomans 5:8).

C. Grace brings salvation 2:11)
1. Grace and faith (Ephesians 2:8)
2. Must obey, but no purchase power

i n v o l v e d

D. Grace is important because all are wretched
(Bomans 7:24).

1. Grace can save -brings eternal life
(Titus 3:7).

E. Sadly, the majority will refuse grace
1. Only apenitent, confessing, obeying, heart

wil l be saved

2. The gift is free, but must be accepted
3. Millions choose broad way to destruction.

B. In first sermon, looked at three things the cross
brings

5 )

1. Redemption, love, and forgiveness
C. May we consider further three other important

things received from the cross;
I. The Cross Brings ARansom

Paul declares to Timothy -the cross brings a
r a n s o m

1. (1 Timothy 2:5,6).
B. Ransom; “A price paid for release or redemption

of acaptive. ”
1. Example: War prisoner released

Jesus came to bring aransom (Luke 10:45).
1. Yet only afew will accept (Matthew 7:14).

In 1829 Supreme Court decided that apardon
must be accepted or it is lost.

1. Many refuse ransom daily for death
(Bomans 6:23).

Ransom also suggests taking the place of another
I. Example: Two brothers playing in old

belfiy'
2. Jesus chose to die so others may live,

n. The Cross Brings Reconciliation
A. Reconciliation among the most beautiful words

of the Bib le

A .

? 5

C .

D .

E .

C o n c l u s i o n :

These six things are so important
Should make all more appreciative of the cross
If the cross has not brought these things to you,
at this time you should turn to God!

A .

B .

C .

B . M e a n s : “ R e 5 5

- a g a m o r r e n e w.
Conciliate” -to gain friendship.

C . Reconciliation -“To renew or gain friendship
again.
Before sin, man and God were friends

1. Disobeyed and lost God’s friendship
(Genesis 3:6).

God motivated by love to reconcile man
(2 Corinthians 5:18,19).

1. Happened while man was an enemy
(Bomans 5:10).

If cross had not brought reconciliation, no
friendship with God, because man left God.
Still, sinners must be reconciled to God
(2 Corinthians 5:20).

5 5

D .

E .

F .

G .
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What The Cross Brings
P a r t 2

I n t r o d u c t i o n :
he word of God elevates the cross to an exalted
position as it sends forth to the human race the
beautiful things needed to be forgiven and to be right

with God. In aprevious sermon, we looked at three impor¬
tant things the cross brings -Redemption, Love, and
Forgiveness. Now in this sermon, may we study seriously
three other important principles that the cross brings.
The Cross Brings ARansom

Looking further at what the cross brings, Paul declares to
Timothy that Jesus brings aransom. '̂ Tor there is one God and
one Mediator between God and mm, the Man Christ Jesus, who
gave himself aransom for all, to be testified in due time” (1 Timothy
2:5,6). The word ransom means aprice paid for the release or
redemption of acaptive. During times of war, prisoners
would be captured, and if they were of great value, aransom
would be paid for their release. This describes one purpose of
the cross. It was to pay the ransom price so that sinners might
be set free.

Jesus expressed His mission to earth in these words: “^Tor
evm the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to
give his life aransom for many” (Mark 10:45). Even though
Christ paid the price for all, only afew will allow themselves
to be set free (Matthew 7:14). This pardon (paid by Jesus’
blood) must be accepted by obedience or it is forfeited.

In 1829, Wilson and Porter were convicted of robbing the
U.S. Mail and were sentenced to death by hanging. Three
weeks before the time set for Wilson’s execution, he was
pardoned by President Jackson. Strangely enough, Wilson
refused the pardon. The case went to the Supreme Court and
the court finally handed down the decision: “A pardon is a
deed, to the validity of which delivery is not complete
without acceptance. It may be rejected by the person to
whom it is tendered; and if rejected, we have discovered no
power in this court to force it upon him.”

Most people will agree that Wilson acted fooUshly by refus¬
ing to accept the pardon. Yet many of these same people daily
reject the pardon which God has provided through Jesus for
everyone condemned to hell for their sins. “Tor the wages of sin
is death” (Romans 6:23).

The idea of ransom also suggests taking the place of another
in death, and this was the ransom price paid by Jesus at the
cross. He didn’t deserve to die, we did! It was for our sins,
not His, for which He died. Those that allow Him to save
them are literally ransomed from spiritual death. He died
that we may live.

Once two young brothers were playing in an old belfry and

had climbed several feet above aconcrete floor. They were
hanging on to ajoist that broke and as they began to fall, the
old er brother caught hold of another two by four and the lit¬
tle brother grabbed hold of his brother’s legs. There they
were hanging suspended several feet above the concrete floor.
The older brother tried to raise himself up to safety, but with
his little brother hanging on, he was unable to do so. After
many efforts, the little brother looked up and asked, “Could
you save yourself if Iwere not holding on to you.>” The older
brother answered, “Yes!” The little boy turned loose and fell
to his death so that his older brother could l ive.

Jesus made the same choice for mankind. He gave himself
in death as aransom so that all who accept Him might live.
What aprecious gift from the cross!

The Cross Brings Reconciliation
d'h is is one o f the beaut i fu l words tha t shows fur ther the

imjaortance of the cross. The word suggests moving from one
state to another. The prefix “re” means again or renew, and
the word “conciliate” means to gain friendship. Thus, to
renew or gain friendship again. Before sin, God and man were
the closest of friends, but this friendship was severed when
Adam and Eve disobeyed God (Genesis 3:6). However, God’s
love motivated Him to provide ameans whereby man could
be reconciled to Him. “Now all things are of God, who has reeon-
cikii us to himself throi^h Jesus Christ, and has givm us the
ministry of reconciliation, that is, that God was in Christ reconcilirg
the world to himself, not imputirg their trespasses to them, and has
committed to us the word of recmciliatim” (2 Corinthians
5:18,19). This reconciliation took place while all were
enemies to God. “For if whm we were enemies we were reconciled
to God throtgh the death of his Son, much more, havirg bem recon¬
ciled, we shall be saved by his life” (Romans 5:10).

The greatest friendship we can ever have is with God.
Friends on earth will often let us down, because some are feu-
weather friends. When the going gets rough, they pull out.
Like the Prodigal Son, he had friends as long as his money
was in supply, but when it was gone, so were his friends.
Jesus is afriend that is true all the time, and especially when
w e n e e d H i m . S o m e o n e h a s w r i t t e n : “ A f r i e n d i s o n e t o

whom we may pour out the contents of our hearts, chaff and
gran together, knowing that the gentlest of hands will sift it,
keep what is worth keeping, and with abreath of kindness
blow the rest away!”

If the cross had not brought reconciliation, we could never
be friends with God, because it was man that left God. Even
the ugh God provided the means of reconciliation through
His Son, all sinners must be reconciled to God. Paul ad-

T
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monished: “We implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to
God” (2 Corinthians 5:20). Thanks to the cross of Christ, we
can (in spite of sin) be afriend with God.

The Cross Brings Grace
The word grace is one of the most beautiful words in the

English language. We have been singing over the years,
Amazing grace! how sweet the sound! That saved awretch

like me! Ionce was lost, but now am found; Was blind, but
now Isee.” What is this amazing grace tliat we sing about.>
Why is it so amazing? It is amazing because it takes us back to
the cross where God’s favor to lost humanity was offered.
Immediately after Paul declared that all have sinned, that
both Jews and Gentiles are sinners, he wrote: “Being justified

freely by His grace throtgh the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,
whom God set forth to be apropitiation by his blood, throtgh
jaith. ..”(Bomans 3:24,25). Grace is afavor that no person
on earth deserves, and is agift of love that was set forth while
man was in sin. “But God demonstrates his own love toward us, in
that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).

One time alitde boy had lost his parents in death, and had
tried to survive alone. His clothes became tom and dirty, and
he was weak and hungry. He walked several miles to an
orphanage and asked the Superintendent to accept him as an
orphan. The Superintendent asked, “How do Iknow you
are an orphan, what do you have to convince me?” The little
boy stepped forward and said, “Here Iam, just look at me!”

Thus, without grace there would be no salvation. “For the
grace of God that brirgs salvation has appeared to all men” (Titus
2:11). Paul further verifies this trath: “For by grace you have
been saved throt̂ h faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of
God” (Ephesians 2:8). Even though God has asked sinners to
obey Him to receive grace, there is no purchase power in¬
volved since grace is presented as agift. Therefore, to those
that have enough faith to obey His will, this unearned favor,
grace, is given.

Again we ask, why is grace so important? Because, without
it all accountable persons are in awretched condition. Paul
declared to the Romans: “O wretched man that Iami Who wil l

deliver me from this body of death? (Bomans 7:24). The answer to
Paul’s question is amazing grace! Life has many temptations
along the way and the devil uses his power to trap us, but
none of these are so severe but what God’s amazing grace can
save us and lead us to an eternal home. “That having been
justified by his grace we should become heirs according to the hope of
eternal life” (Titus 3:7).

Because Jesus went to the cross, we have grace and can go
boldly before His throne for forgiveness. “Let us therefore come
boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and finegrace
to help in time of need” (Hebrews 4:16). What aprecious gift the
cross gives when asinner receives grace.

Let it be remembered that even though the cross brings
grace and it is offered freely, the majority will refuse it! God
will not extend His grace to aheart unprepared to receive it.
Only apenitent, confessing, and obedient heart can accept
this precious gift from God. Yes, the gift is offered to sinners,
but they must receive it with the proper heart. Millions will
choose the broad way to destmction when grace is so freely
offered because they will not turn from their sinful ways to
the w i l l o f God !

C o n c l u s i o n :
It is believed that these three things mentioned in this ser¬

mon (along with the other three studied in aprevious ser¬

mon) are so important to our spirimal and eternal existence,
and we should appreciate these precious gifts and praise the
great Godhead for such wonders. If the cross has not brought
these things to your soul, you should turn to God now.

c c
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T H I N G S F O R C H R I S T I A N S
T O F L E E

I T I M . 6 : 9 - 1 1

Temptation-2 pet. 2:9
Love o f Monev-ACTS 5 : i - io

All Kinds of Evil-i THES. 5:22

A S n a r e - P R O v. 2 9 : 6

Greediness-EPH. 4: i9

Fool ish Lusts-ROM. 13:14



Things For Christians To Flee
1Timothy 6:9-11

I n t r o d u c t i o n : temporary
1. (Proverbs 23:5).

E. Can we imagine all the sins today from love of
money?

1. Inside and outside religion?
F. Parable of sower -thorny soil

1. “decdifulness of riches” (Matthew 13:22).

A. Among what Paul loved was Timothy
1. Son in gospel -godly mother &grand¬

mother (2 Timothy 1:5)
B. Paul wanted Timothy to stay strong spiritually
C. Numerates several dangers

1. “Fke these thiiigs” (v. 11).
D. Wish to study what he was to flee:

I. Flee Temptations
Temptation used here in the evil sense
Define: “Any attempt to entice to do evil

1. Good sense: “A testing that aims at
spiritual good

James uses temptation in both ways
1. Good: (Janies 1:2)
2. EV± (James 1:13,14)
3. The evil, Paul wants Timothy to flee

The only way to win -run away
1. Example: Joseph fGewrfr 3P;i2J.
2. Running is hard for devil to handle

(James 4:7).
3. Jesus won by continual resistance

(Matthew 4:10,11).
E. Example: Indian setting an animal trap
F. How does one flee temptation?

I. Doing our part
2. Allowing God to help (2 Peter 2:9).

m . F l e e A l l K i n d s O f E v i l

General expression: All kinds of evil
1. That which is morally wrong, wicked,

harmful, injurious
G o d ’s w o r d d e t e r m i n e s e v i l

1. Evil also speaks for itself
2. Example: Gardener and poisonous plant

(Bomans 2:8,9) -Promised punishment on evil
d o e r s

A .

A .

B . 5 5 B .

5 5

C . C .

1 . M u s t a b s t a i n f r o m e v i l

(1 Thessalonians 5:22).
2. Must abhor cvAfRomans 12:9).D .

D . How does God fee l about ev i l?
1 . The reason fo r the flood answers

2. (Genesis 6:5,6).
God still hates evil today.E .

I V . F l e e A S n a r e

A. Snare: “A trap or device set to capture bird or
an ima l *

Paul warns against snare of riches
Devil great trapper -“love of money” the bait

1. (Proverbs 29:6).
2. Bird in snare won’t sing -Righteous rejoice

D. Many snared by thinking that money will buy all
things

1. They lie, cheat, hard heart, break law
Must lay up treasures in heaven

1. (Matthew 6:20,21).
Need to t ra in our ch i ld ren about snares

V . F l e e G r e e d i n e s s

A. All things given by Paul to flee are related
1. Greediness associated with love of money

B. Defined: “Excessively eager to acquire or possess
something beyond what one needs.

5 5

B .

C .
n. Flee Love Of Money

A . Some feel love of money just a20th century
problem

1. Wrong, all generations
B . Not commanded to flee: “money” but “love of

m o n e y
1. Money either amaster or servant
2. “Love of money” root of all evil (7 Timothy

6:10).
What was the first recorded problem in the
c h u r c h ?

1. Ananias &Sapphira lied over money
(Acts 5:3,4).

Paul didn’t want Timothy to love something so

5 5

E .

F .

C .

D . 5 5
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Consider your life in regard to:
1. Temptation, love of money, all kinds of

evil that snare, greediness, and foolish
lusts.

Have these hindered you from obeying the
gospel?

1. Have these hindered you from faithfulness
as aChr is t ian?

If yes, flee from these to God!

C . Paul described unconverted Gentiles to Ephesians
1. (Ephesians 4:19).
2. Selfishness associated with greediness

The more wealthy anation -the more greed
1. Example: Lincoln and two boys -“The

mat ter w i th the wor ld : one has a

nut, and the other one wants

B .

D .
C .

I t .

D .One of qualifications for elders -
1. “Notpfreedy for money” (1 Timothy 3:3).
2. Would hinder one from properly leading a

fl o c k

F. Paul wanted best for Timothy -therefore flee
greediness!

V I . F l e e F o o l i s h L u s t
A . Lus t assoc ia ted w i th -un law fu l sexua l des i re

1. Good and natural desires, but when
corrupted -lust

B. Wor ld removes a l l res t ra in ts -Prac t ices lus t
1 . Ch r i s t i ans mus t be d i f f e ren t

(Romans 13:14).
C. John calls Christians from practice of the world

1. Sums up lust of flesh, eye, pride of life
(1 John 2:16).

D. Paul often warns against “lasciviousness
1. “unbridled lust, excess, wantonness, out¬

rageousness, shamelessness and insolence.
2. All kinds of immoral practices

E. Those that choose sexual immorality
1. Enemies with God (James 4:4).
2. Won’t inherit the kingdom of God

(Galatians 5:21).
3. Will reap death (Galatians 6:8;

Romans 6:23).

F. Some feel they can handle both lust and Chris¬
tianity

1. Impossible: “Sin like astream of water,
small in its beginning, then enlarging continually in its on¬
ward flow toward the ocean; at first easily managed and
controlled, but after awhile becoming large, deep, strong
and unmanageable; so sin in its continuance and growth
becomes amighty torrent, overwhelming, uncontrollable,
like aNiagara sweeping everything in its course over the
precipice” (Zartman).

G. Timothy commanded to flee youthful lust
(2 Timothy 2:22).

1. Lust can be even stronger temptation with
youth

H. Paul has spiritual portrait in mind for Timothy
1. Only asingle line changed -destroys

likeness

E .

5 )

5 5

C o n c l u s i o n :

A. We must flee these same things today
1. Can’t get involved in these and be aChris-

t r a n

2. If we think so, deceived (Galatians 6:7).
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Things For Christians To Flee
1Timothy 6:9-11

ministered to him” (Matthew 4:10,11). It is dangerous to keep
the devil around, and to reach the point where his tempta¬
tions are not taken seriously.

Aman watched an Indian preparing atrap to catch awild
animal, and was surprised to learn that the Indian never sets
the trap the first time the animal appears. Instead, he lets it
come repeatedly to feed where the trap is, and then, when it
has become bold and thoroughly familiar with the surround¬
ings, the Indian sets the trap so it will catch the animal, and
he gets it.

That is the way temptation works. It does not drive one
shaft into the heart of its victim at first, but deceives it and
lures it on, and then the fatal blow is delivered. Temptation is
asleepless, unwearying enemy, watching and waiting to find
us off guard” (Macartney).

Now we should be able to understand why Paul wanted
Timothy to flee temptation. How do we flee temptation.^ It
is accomplished by doing our part, and then trusting God to
help. We should never try to run away alone or we will fail.
God wants us to rely upon His help. Peter declares this:
“Then the Lord knows how to deliver the ̂ odly out of temptations
and to reserve the unjust under punishment for the day ofjudpiment
(2 Peter 2:9).

Flee Love Of Money
We may feel that the temptation to love money is aprob¬

lem only in our modem age, but this is not tme, because this
has been aproblem in all generations. Some have mistakenly
thought that money itself is evil, but this is also false. Paul
does not command Timothy to flee “money”, but rather
flee the “love of money.” What is the difierence.> Money is a
useful and valuable tool for life, and will serve us as afaithful
servant, but the love of money is an evil master that drives us
into greed, dishonesty, and all kinds of evil. When Paul men¬
tions the love of money in our text, he says: “For the love of
money is aroot of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from
the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with
many sorrows” (1 Timothy 6:10).

What was the first recorded serious problem of Christ’s
church after its establishment? It was the love of money.
Ananias and Sapphira, members of the church in Jemsalem,
sold apossession and kept back part of the proceeds, but
pretended to give all. Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled
your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of
the land for yourself? While it remained, was it not your own? And
after it was sold, was it not in your own control? Why have you con¬
ceived this thing in your heart? Tou have not lied to men but to
God” (Acts 5:3,4). The love of money led both Ananias and
Sapphira to lie and to lose their lives!

I n t r o d u c t i o n :

mong the many things that Paul loved upon this
earth must have been his son in the gospel,
Timothy. This young man was not only ahelp to

Paul, but he had agreat spiritual background with agodly
mother and grandmother (2 Timothy 1:5), which made Paul
love and appreciate him more. Therefore, Paul wanted
Timothy to keep the ftith, fight the good %ht, study the
scriptures, and keep himself pure from sinful lusts. In the text
before us, Paul numerates several dangers that would confront
him and calls upon him to: “flee these things” (v. 11), and then
tells him the good things to pursue. It shall be our purpose in
this lesson to study the things Timothy was asked to flee.

Flee Temptation
Temptation is used here in the evil sense. The word means a
trial or proof,” and may be atrial of evil or good. Tempta¬

tion can signify any attempt to entice to do evil, or it can
indicate atesting which aims at spiritual good. James uses
temptation in both senses in the first chapter of his book:
“My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,
knowirg that the testing of your faith produces patience” (James
1:2). This is the good sense. Then he speaks of the kind of
temptation that comes from the devil: “Let no one say when he
is tempted, ‘I am tempted by God’; for God cannot be tempted by
evil, nor does he himself tempt anyone. But each one is tempted when
he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed” (James 1:13,14).
This is the kind of temptation that Paul wants Timothy to
flee !

The only way to win over temptation is to run away. Those
that feel that they are strong enough to face temptation day
by day without yielding are getting ready for afall. One of the
things that we appreciate about Joseph of the Old Testament
is the fact that he knew when to run from temptation. He
was set up by Potiphar’s wife to yield to her lustfial desires.
However, Joseph knew that if he stayed, he would perhaps
yield and sin against God and his master, Potiphar, therefore,
he ran away (Genesis 39:12). It was not an easy decision, but a
wise one. Be assured that it is still wise to flee temptation.

Our running away from temptation is adifficult thing for
the devil to handle. As long as we stay near by, he can
gradually break down our resistance to sin, but when we flee,
he loses. “Resist the devil and he will flee from you” (James 4:7).
When the devil tempted Jesus in the wilderness, Jesus won
by continually resisting. Each temptation was resisted by
quoting ascripture to show that to yield would be wrong,
and then Jesus drove him away: “ A w a y w i t h y o u ,
Satanl. ..Then the devil left him, and behold, atgels came and

A c c

c c
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Pavil didn’t want Timothy to get caught in this sinful trap.
He didn’t want him to love that which is so temporary.
Solomon wrote from his wisdom and experience in life that
money is not permanent: “Will you set your eyes on that which is
not? For riches certainly make themsebes wings; they fly away like an
eagle toward heaven’’ (Proverbs 23:5).

Can we even begin to imagine the sins that are committed
today because of the love of money? The list is long both in¬
side and outside of religion! One of the things that often
crowds religion from aheart is being deceived by what riches
will do. Jesus gave aparable about asower that sowed his seed
into different kinds of soils. The purpose of this parable was
to describe the various hearts that would hear the word.
Some seed fell among the thorns and were chocked out. His
explanation: “Now he who received seed anmg the thorns is he
who hears the word, and the cares of this world and the deceitfulness
of riches choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful” (Matthew
13:22). Can’t we begin to see why Paul wanted Timothy to
flee the love of money?

is tf eworld’s greatest trapper. He sets snares to trap us in sin,
and the love of money is often the bait. One may become so
engrossed in seeking riches that he doesn’t see the snare.
Solomon writes: “By transgression an evil man is snared, but the
rghteous sings and rejoices” (Proverbs 29:6). Abird caught in a
snare does not sing because all freedom is gone. However, the
righteous has avoided the trap and not only sings, but
rejoices!

One of the ways we are snared is in thinking that money
will solve all problems of life. We see the bait, but not the
trap. Those that become snared by the love of riches will lie,
cheat, grow hardhearted toward fellow man, grow cold
toward God, and in some cases break most of the laws of
the land. That which has promised so much freedom, has
trapped them into bondage.

Tiis is why Jesus called upon His disciples to: “lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth and rust destroy
and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure
is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:20,21).

Paul knew that Timothy was young and might not be
aware of the snares along the way. As parents, we have a
responsibility to warn our children of the dangers that come
from the many snares of the devil. We need to pray often that
they -will flee the snares of the evil one!
F l e e G r e e d i n e s s

F l e e A l l K i n d s O f E v i l

In addition to specifying individual sins for Timothy to flee,
Paul uses amore general expression “all kinds of evfr.” The
word evil means that which is morally wrong or bad -that
which is wicked, harmful and injurious. What determines
evil? God’s word instructs us as to what is evil, but be assured
that evil also speaks for itself, because one cannot choose evil
without suffering its consequences.

One time agardener found aplant that he loved and de¬
cided to bring it to his garden. He was warned that it was
poisonous and very destructive to his garden, but he wanted
it so badly that he gave it aspecial place in his garden. Several
years went by without abloom, but finally the leaves became
like thorns and nettles, and the blooms had asickening odor.
He worked for days dicing it up, and for years to come,
sprouts appeared in his gard —
quences of evil, because we continue to reap what we sow
(Galatians 6:7,8).

Paul promised: “but to those who are self-seekirg and do not obey
the truth, but obey unrighteousness—Mgnation and wrath,
tribulation and anguish, on every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew
first and also of the Greek” (Romans 2:8,9). This is why he com¬
manded: “Abstain from every form of evil” (1 Thessalonians 5:22).
Also: “Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good” (Romans
12:9).

How does God feel about those that are evil? Perhaps the
answer to this question is best described by observing why
God destroyed the whole human race (except for eight souls)
with aflood. Notice God’s attitude toward man just before
the flood: “Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was

great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart
was only evil continually. And the Lord was sorry that he had made
man on the earth, and he wasgrieved in his heart” (Genesis 6:5,6).
Does God still feel that strongly against evil? Yes, He still
hates it, and those that live this way without forgiveness
through the blood of Christ, will spend eternity apart from
G o d .

Paul’s love for Timothy led him to warn him against aU
kinds of evil. This is something that we need to flee today.
F l e e A S n a r e

Asnare is atrap or device set to capture abird or animal. In
the sense of our text, Paul is warning Timothy against being
caught in adestructive trap that comes from riches. The devil

As we continue to look at the things Paul commanded
Tirr othy to flee, it is plain to see that all of these are related.
Greediness certainly is associated with the love of money and
all other kinds of evil. Greediness is defined as: “Excessively
eager to acquire or possess something beyond what one
needs. ” When Pau l descr ibed the unconver ted Gent i le wor ld

to the church at Ephesus, he said: “Who, being past feelirg,
have given themselves over to licentiousness, to work all uncleanness
with greediness” (Ephesians 4:19). One cannot think of
greediness without selfishness. Those involved in this sin are
so concerned about their excesses that they forget the needs
of others. Paul doesn’t want Timothy to have any part of this
and calls upon him to flee greediness.

I t s e e m s t h a t t h e m o r e w e a l t h a n a t i o n o b t a i n s t h e m o r e

prevalent is greediness. There is never atime when we can
stop running from greediness, because it will destroy our
souls.

e n . T h i s d e s c r i b e s t h e c o n s e -

!Lincoln was one day walking along astreet in Springfield
holding the hands of his two boys. They were crying lustily.
‘What’s the matter with the boys, Abe?’ asked aneighbor.

Lincoln replied, ‘The matter with them is the matter with
the world: one has anut, and the other one wants it
(Biy ant).

VV'hen Paul gave the qualifications for elders he included:
“Notgreedy for money” (1 Timothy 3:3). He saw in greed asin
that would keep aman from leading the spiritual flock of
God. Since Paul wanted the best for his son in the gospel, he
called upon him to flee greediness, and as Christians we must
do i:he same.

CC
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F l e e F o o l i s h L u s t s

The word lust is usually associated with an unlawful sexual
d e s i r e . I t i s d e fi n e d a s a n i n t e n s e a n d o f t e n e x c e s s i v e o r
restiained sexual desire. There are certain natural desires that

God has created into mankind, but He has also given instruc¬
tions as to how these are to be fulfilled. However, when these
desires are corrupted and turned into lusts, they become sin¬
ful, foolish, and destructive. The world removes all restraints

2 2



and lives by lustful practices, but Paul does not want Timothy
to Minto this dangerous snare. Therefore, he calls upon him
to flee foolish lusts! Paul’s advice to the Romans also applies:
“But put mthe Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the

flesh, to fulfill its lusts” (Romans 13:14). He is saying that Chris¬
tians are not to allow lust of the flesh to be apart of their
l ives .

When John commanded followers not to love the world
nor the things of the world, he mentioned three things to
avoid: “The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life
—is not of the Father but is of the world” (1 John 2:16). There is
no way that aChristian can follow foolish lusts and still serve
God. One of the words that Paul used often in his writing to
desc r ibe l us t was “ l asc i v iousness . ” Th i s i s defined as “un¬

bridled lust, excess, wantonness, outrageousness, shameless¬
ness, and insolence.” This type of unbridled lust includes all
kinds of sexual immoral practices. What could be more
degrading in this life, and what could be more destructive
spiritually? Those who choose this type of life are enemies
with God (James 4:4), cannot inherit the kingdom of God
(Galatians 5:21), and will reap death (Galatians 6:8; Romans
6:23). Paul wants Timothy and all other Christians to flee
such foolish lusts!

There are those who feel that they can get involved with
lust, but still keep it under control. This is not true, because
the desire for more lust grows and grows until one’s life and
soul are destroyed. “Sin like astream of water, small in its
beginning, then enlarging continually in its onward flow
toward the ocean; at first easily managed and controlled, but
after awhile becoming large, deep, strong and unmanageable;
so sin in its continuance and growth becomes amighty tor¬
rent, overwhelming, uncontrollable, like aNiagara sweeping
everything in its course over the precipice” (Zartman).
Therefore, Timothy’s only hope of escape is to run from, and
to flee fool ish lusts.

In Paul’s second letter to Timothy, he calls upon him to
“Flee youthful lusts” (2 Timothy 2:22). Lusts can come into our
lives at any age, but perhaps they come even stronger in
youth. How one handles lusts in youth may establish apat¬
tern for the years ahead. Paul wants to encourage this young
man to run from lusts while young so that he can pursue
spiritual things. Paul has in his mind aspiritual portrait of this
young man and he doesn’t want foolish lusts to change it.

Change asingle line of aportrait, and you will destroy the
likeness. So asingle sin will destroy our likeness to God” (The
Expositor).
C o n c l u s i o n :

Be assured that the things that Paul asked Timothy to flee
are the same things that we must flee as Christians today. The
world tells us thqit we can be involved in these things and still
be aChristian, but this is false. In Paul’s words: “Do not be
deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever aman sows, that he will
also reap” (Galatians 6:7). Therefore, consider your life in
regard to temptation, love of money, all kinds of evil that can
snare, greediness and foolish lusts. If these have hindered you
from obeying the gospel, run from them! Become apenitent
believer, confessing your faith in Him, and submitting to
baptism to be s^ved from sin. If these have hindered you
from faithfulness as aChristian, flee these things by repent¬
ing, confessing your wrongs, and praying for forgiveness. Will
you turn to the Lord today?

C (
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T H I N G S F O R C H R I S T I A N S
T O P U R S U E

I T I M . 6 ; I I

Righteousness-1 cor. i5;34
x x i v i . 4 : 5

Faith -ROM. 10:17

Love-EPH. 6:24

Gentleness-GAL. 5:23
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Things For Christians To Pursue
1Timothy 6:11

4. This forgiveness makes sinner righteous
H. How do we pursue righteousness today?

1. Obey commands that lead to salvation
(Mark 16:16)

2. By following His word for continual for¬
giveness (1 John 1:7)

3. This will bring life (Proverbs 21:21).
n . P u r s u e G o d l i n e s s

I n t r o d u c t i o n :

After numerating things for Timothy to flee
1. Calls upon him to pursue good things
2. Must run FROM devil, but TO God

(James 4:7,8)

A .

Timothy under same Christian age as we are
today

B .

1. Therefore, must pursue the same
May we consider the things Timothy was to
p u r s u e :

C . Greek word for godliness appears fifteen times in
N . T .

A .

1. Fourteen times translated godliness one
ho l iness

2. Means: “Living in such away that God
and His wi l l are reflected in one’s

I. Pursue Righteousness
A. Greek for righteousness (dikaiosyne)

1. “The quality of rightness or justice.
B. Before righteousness, must be aright and wrong

s tanda rd

1. Only God can determine what is right.
2. When man sets his own standard -wrong!

C. Paul’s Jewish brethren made this mistake
(Romans 10:3)

1. Thus, only those that follow word of God
-righteous

2. Man by himself, will not be righteous
(Romans 3:23)

5 3
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To be like God, must follow daily Fiis word
1. Must seek aholy life
2. World is ungodly -must flee its practices
3. Ntimber one exercise, godliness

(1 Timothy 4:7,8)
4. Things Christians can do, but do not com¬

pare to godliness

B .

Example: Man buried in Westminister Abbey -
m o n u m e n t :

C .

D . To pursue righteousness, one must study the
w o r d

He feared man so little, because he feared
G o d s o m u c h .

Paul had so many trials and persecutions
(2 Corinthians 11:23-28)

1. How could he carry on?
2. His secret of contentment: (1 Timothy 6:6)
3. Closer to God, the more one can face dif¬

fi c u l t i e s

4. Peter included godliness in graces
(2 Peter 1:6)

Godliness must be pursued -flesh holds back
1. With Jesus’ help, can have victory
2. Paul described this battle and victory

(Romans 7:15-23; 25; 8:1)
Someday the Lord will appear

1. Frightening if unprepared to meet Him
How does one prepare?

1. By seeking God first rather than the earth
2. This earth will dissolve (2 Peter 3:11,12)

1. c c
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1. (2 Timothy 2:15)
E. Are we pursuing righteousness today?

1. Do we study, attend Bible classes
2. When truth is studied, do we apply it?

F. “The Bible is abook of faith, and abook of doc¬
trine, and abook of morals, and abook of religion, of
special revelation ftom God, but it is also abook which
teaches man his own individual responsibility, his own
dignity, and his equality with his fellow man” (Daniel
Webster).

D .

E .

G. Paul wanted Timothy to pursue righteousness in
another sense

1. He would have to seek forgiveness
through gospel

2. Gospel, power of God unto salvation
(Romans 1:16)

3. Gospel, in it the righteousness of God
revealed (v. 17).

F .

G .
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m . P u r s u e F a i t h (Ephesians 6:24)
V. P u r s u e G e n t l e n e s s

A. This word is associated with meekness and is in
list of fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:23)

B. The world considers meekness, weakness.
Wrong!

1. Paul commanding Timothy to be strong,
n o t w e a k

2. Thus, gentleness and meekness -power
u n d e r c o n t r o l !

C. Jesus stronger than all humanity combine
1. Yet, “gentle and lowly” (Matthew 11:29)
2. The power was there, but under control

D. Jesus taught that the meek would inherit the
earth (Matthew 5:5)

1. Christians must walk in gendeness
(Ephesians 4:2)

2. (1 Peter 3:4)
V I . P u r s u e P a t i e n c e

A. Two Greek words in New Testament for patience
1. (hupomone’) -“endure under trials” free

from cowardice or despondency
2. (makrothumi’a) -“longsuffering” attitude

toward people
a. Used in list of fruit of Spirit

(Galatians 5:22)
B. Patience used by Paul in text: (hupomone’) -to

endure under t r ia ls !

1. The world is going to attack the faithful
2. Going across grain of sinful world, brings

r e a c t i o n

A. Pursuing faith (like others mentioned) is very
important

1. (Hebrews 11:6)
2. Means have been provided to increase faith

(Romans 10:17)
3. Millions have not been willing to pay the

price
B. Many have trouble defining faith

Three boys’ definition of faith:
1. “Faith is taking hold of God
2. “Faith is holding on to God'
3. “Faith is not letting go!”
4. Let us consider these three correct answers

D. How does one take ho ld o f God.>

1. Not by faith only like demons (James 2:19)
2. By submitting to His will (Matthew 7:21)
3. By afaith working through love

(Galatians 5:6)
4. By gladly receiving the word (Acts 2:41)
5. “Faith without works is dead” (James 2:20)

C. One must hold on and not let go!
1. Not enough just to be born into God’s

family (John 3:5)
2. Must also live feithflilly as achild

Danger of making shipwreck of faith
(1 Timothy 1:19)

4. This danger can be avoided -if pursue
fa i t h

What cou ld be more d isas t rous -serve and
leave?

6. Sad portrait of Demas (2 Timothy 4:10)
D. Only way to stay saved, hold on to God until

death (delation 2:10)
r V . P u r s u e L o v e

Paul used strongest Greek word for
love -(aga’pe)

B. Does not attempt to define it -tells what it will

C .
5 3

3 3

3 .

5 .

C. Christians must run with (hupomone’) -patience
(Hebrews 12:1,2)

D. One of greatest dangers of Christian today -
giving up!

1. Pathway of life is never smooth
2. “The ripest fhiit is most often pecked by

t h e b i r d s

E. “Lord, help me to be for Thee,/ Just like abig,
strong cedar tree;/ When all the other trees are bare,/
The cedar stands so green and fair,/ The wind and storm,
the ice and cold/ M ê it more beauty to behold,/ So I
would stand in trial and test,/ Just trusting You to do
what’s best,/ Though others fail. Lord, keep Thou me!/
May Iacedar Christian be!” -Selected
C o n c l u s i o n :

A .
3 3

d o

1. (1 Corinthians 13)
2 . Shows concern fo r the ones loved

(John 3:16)
3. Only way to know God (1 John 4:8)

Only true followers of Christ have this love
1. Person of world puts seif first
2. Jesus demonstrated true love (John 15:13)
3. Timothy needed to pursue love -spiritual

spark plug
This k ind o f love cannot be h idden

1. Example: Girl with locket, “Whom not
having seen Ilove.

Secret of Paul’s strength (Philippians 1:21; 4:13)
1. Kind of love Paul wanted Timothy to

p u r s u e

Closed his epistle to Ephesians with love

C .

Can you imagine the change in our lives if we
pursued these six?

1. Must flee evil, but must also pursue the
good

Have you become unfaithful because you
stopped pursuing good?

1. If so, there is aneed for repentance and
praye r.

If you have never entered the Christian race,
N O W i s t h e t i m e !

A .

D .
B .

5 3

E .

C .

F .
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1. Why not as apenitent believer, confess
your faith in Christ, and put Him on in
baptism?
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Things For Christi;uis To Pursue
1Timothy 6:11

short by his own strength. Before he could be righteous to
the point of not being condemned of God, he would have to
seek the forgiving power of the gospel. In writing to the
Romans, Paul declared the gospel (death, burial and resurrec¬
tion of Christ) to be the power of God unto salvation
(Romans 1:16). Then he immediately declared: “For in it (the
gospel) the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith
(v. 17). Not only is God righteous, but the sacrifice of Jesus
makes it possible for both Jews and Greeks to be righteous.
How is this accomplished? Through obedience (Romans 6:17)
and faith, there is forgiveness. Where there is forgiveness from
God, there is justification and the sinner becomes righteous.

How do we pursue righteousness today? By obeying the
commands of God that lead us to be saved (Mark 16:16), and
by fDllowing His word that also shows us how to live to be
continually forgiven (1 John 1:7). This is the righteousness
that Paul wanted Timothy to pursue. “He who follows
rghreousness and mercy finds life, righteousness and honor” (Pro¬
verbs 21:21).
P u r s u e G o d l i n e s s

The Greek word for godliness appears fifteen times in the
Nev/ Testament and fourteen times it is translated godliness,
and one time holiness. It means living in such away that God
and His will are reflected in one’s life. To be like God, one
must strive daily to follow His word and, to be holy in life.
The world is classifled as being ungodly, but the Christian
must be different. Paul wanted Timothy to flee the ungodly
practices of the world and to pursue being like God. Paul also
wrote: “But reject profane and old wives’ fables, and exercise
yourself rather to godliness. For boldly exercise profits alittle, but
godliness is profitable for all thugs, havirg promise of the life that
now is and of that which is to come” (1 Timothy 4:7,8). There are
mary things that Christians can do that are not wrong, but
the)' are of little value compared to godliness. Why? Because
the earthly things of life (such as bodily exercise) are tem-
poniry, but godliness affects our lives now and forever!

Tliere is aman buried in Westminster Abbey with these
words on his monument: “He feared man so little, because
he fiiared God so much. ”This should be true of all those that
live godly lives.

Many Bible students have wondered how Paul could spend
his life in continual trials, persecutions and perils (2 Corin¬
thians 11:23-28). As he faithfully followed Jesus, he had great
contentment, and expressed his secret to Timothy: “But
godliness with conUntment is great gain” (1 Timothy 6:6). The
closer one is to God, the better he can face and deal with the
many difficulties of life. This is why Peter included godliness
in his list of graces for all Christians to follow (2 Peter 1:6).

I n t r o d u c t i o n :
fter Paul had numerated several sinful things from
which Timothy was to flee, he called upon his son in
the gospel to pursue certain things that are right. It is

not enough to run from evil, but one must run toward good.
Immediately after James commanded to: “Resist the devil, ”he
said, “Thaw near to God and he will draw near to you” (James
4:7,8).

Since Timothy was living under the same Christian age that
we are under today, we need to pursue the same principles.
Therefore, it shall be our purpose in this sermon to study
closely the things that Paul wanted Timothy to pursue.
Pursue Righteousness

The Greek word for righteousness (dikaiosyne) su^ests,
the quality of rightness or justice.” Before there can be true

righteousness, there must be astandard to determine right.
Tlie Bible teaches all the way through that only God can
determine what is right and wrong. When man sets his own
standard of right, he becomes wrong! This was one of the
problems with Paul’s Jewish brethren in the flesh. They were
ost because, “For they being ignorant of God’s rghteousness, and

seekitg to establish their own rghteousness, have not submitted to the
righteousness of God” (Romans 10:3). Therefore, only those that
follow the word of God can be considered righteous. When
man is left to himself, he will not be righteous, “For all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23).

To pursue righteousness, one must study and foUow the
word of God. This same young man, Timothy, was com¬
manded by Paul to: “Be dilgent to present yourself approved to
God, aworker who does not need to be ashamed, rghtly dividing the
word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). One is not commanded to
please self, but to be approved of God. This is the kind of
righteousness that Paul wanted Timothy to pursue.

Are we pursuing righteousness today? Do we spend time
with the word of God in private study? Do we attend every
Bible class possible so that we can lean of God’s righteousness
and truth? When the truth is found, do we apply it to our
lives? Be assured that the Bible points us to God and His way
of righteousness.

“The Bible is abook of faith, and abook of doctrine, and a
book of morals, and abook of religion, of special revelation
from God, but it is also abook which teaches man his own
individual responsibility, his own dignity, and his equality
with his fellow man” (Daniel Webster).

The re i s ano the r sense i n wh i ch Pau l mus t have wan ted

Timothy to pursue righteousness. After Timothy had sought
diligently to know and foUow the word, he would stiU fall

A

c c
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Godliness does not come without effort, because one must
pursue it. The flesh tries daily to pull us away from God, and
if we don’t rise up and fight, the flesh will win. However,
when one pursues godliness through the Lord Jesus Christ,
there will be victory. Paul wrote of the forceful battle diat is
waged between flesh and spirit to the Roman Christians
(Romans 7:15-23). Who will deliver Paul from his wretched
state? His answer: “I thank God—throt^h Jesus Christ our
Lord!. ..There is thenfore now no condemnation to those who are in
Christ Jesus’’ (Romans 7:25; 8:1).

Some day, either in our lifetime or after we are dead, the
Lord will appear. Is this afrightening thought? Yes, and
especially if we are unprepared to meet Him. How do we
prepare? By seeking God first in our lives rather than investing
all in things of the earth! After Peter had announced that all
these earthly things would disappear he admonished:
‘Yherrfore, since all these thirds will be dissolved, what manner of

persons ought you to be in holy condtKt and godliness, looking for and
hastening the comirg of the ̂y of God. .” (2 Peter 3:11,12). Like
Timothy, shouldn’t we pursue godliness?
P u r s u e F a i t h

Another thing that Paul wanted Timothy to pursue was
frith. As we can see, like the first two principles we have
studied, this one is also important. “But without faith it is
impossible to please Him” (Hebrews 11:6a). The Lord has pro¬
vided all that is necessary for each Christian to increase his or
her faith, but all must pursue it. “So then faith comes by hear-
irg, and hearirg by the word of God” (Romans 10:17). Do
want astronger faith? If yes, then we must study faithfully
and diligently the word of God. Millions have wished for a
stronger frith, but only those that have pursued frith by
studying the word have received it.

There are those that have difficulty defining faith. Perhaps
this will help: “Three boys gave their definition of faith. One
said, ‘Faith is taking hold of God.’ Asecond said, ‘Faith is
holding on to God.’ Athird said, ‘Faith is not letting go!’
Each boys was right.” (Bryant).

Let us look at the three answers given. First of all, faith is
taking hold of God. How is this done! Some would say by
simply believing there is aGod, but this is not enough. Even
the demons believe and tremble (James 2:19), but they are far
from taking hold of God. One takes hold of God when his
frith is strong enough to submit to His will. Jesus taught:
“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord, ’shall enter the kirgdom
of heaven, but he who does the will of my Father in heaven
(Matthew 7:21). Therefore, it must be afaith that works
through love (Galatians 5:6). It must be afaith that leads the
sinner to “gladly receive his word” (Acts 2:41), as the three
thousand sinners did when the Lord’s church began. James
teaches us that “Faith without works is dead” (James 2:20).

Then, faith is also holding on to God, and not letting go! It
is not enough for one to be bom into God’s frmily (John 3:5),
but one must live frithfuUy as achild of God. Many have
started out strongly in faith, but later allowed their frith to be
lost. Paul referred to those that had made shipwreck of their
frith (1 Timothy 1:19), and this implies that they stopped
holding on to God! They let go when the going got rough!
Could this be why Paul wanted Timothy to pursue faith?
What cou ld be more d isas t rous than for one to l i ve h is l i fe

frithfuUy to God for atime, and then later leave Him? This
evidently happened to Demas, one of Paul’s workers: “For'
Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present world” (2
Timothy 4:10). The only way that asaved person can stay

saved is to hold on to God until death (Revelation 2:10). There
is never atime to let go.
P u r s u e L o v e

Paul used the Greek word aga’pe which is the strongest
word ever known for love. It is so forceful and powerful that
Paul does not attempt to define it in his beautiful love chapter
(1 Corinthians 13). Instead, he teUs aU the unexpected things
that love wiU do. After pondering these many unselfish ef¬
forts that come from love, it is obvious that this kind of love
is extremely concerned for the ones loved. When Jesus told
Nicodemus of God’s gift of salvation to the world. He said:
“God so loved (agapa’o) the world that hegave his only bgotten Son,
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have everlastirg
life” (John 3:16). This kind of love reaches its ultimate force
when John declares: “He who does not love (cga’pe) does not know
God, for God is love (aga’pe)” (1 John 4:8).

Only those that are in Christ and foUowing Him wUl have
this love. The person of the world puts himself first, and aU
others can “get lost!” Jesus’ love led Him to live afife for
others and to die adeath of sacrifice. “Greater love (aga’pe) has
no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his fidê ” (John
15:13). If Timothy would only pursue love, this would be the
spiritual spark plug of his life. This kind of love cannot be hid¬
den, but affects every aspect of one’s life.

Henry Dmmmond teUs of ayoung girl whose perfect
grace of character was the wonder of those who knew her.
She wore on her neck agold locket which no one was ever
allowed to open. One day, in amoment of unusual con¬
fidence, one of her companions was permitted to touch the
spring and learn its secret. She saw written these words,
‘Whom not having seen Ilove.’ That was the secret of her
beautifiil life!” (Hallock).

There is astatement made by Paul to the Philippian Chris¬
tians that we hear often as the secret of Paul’s strength: “For
to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain” (Philippians 1:21).
Have you ever wondered what Paul had in mind when mak¬
ing this statement? Could it have been Christ’s all encompass¬
ing love that motivated Paul to press on even in the shadow
of daily death? With this kind of love as his example, he could
say: “I can do all thirgs, throtgh Christ who strengthens me
(Philippians 4:13). This was the kind of love that Paul wanted
his beloved Timothy to pursue! Paul loved the Lord, and he
wanted Timothy and all others to do the same. He closed his
epistle to the church at Ephesus with these words: “Grace be
with all those who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen
(Ephesians 6:24).

P u r s u e G e n t l e n e s s

Paul now turns to another characteristic he wishes Timothy
to pursue -gentleness. This word is associated with
meekness, and is included in Paul’s list of the fhiit of the
Spirit (Galatians 5:23). The world has never learned the
definition of this word. They consider agentle or meek per¬
son as one that is weak. This is not true! Paul is not com¬

manding Timothy to be weak, but rather strong. Thus, a
meek and gentle person is one that has power that is under
control! When Jesus invited those who labor and are heavy
laden to receive rest. He said: “Take my yoke upon you arrd learn
from me, for Iam gentle atrd lowly in heart, and you will find rest
Jbryour souls” (Matthew 11:29). If you could combine all the
strength and power of the whole human race into one great
giant, he would be aweakling compared to Jesus, and yet
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Jesus was meek and gentle. The power was there, but it was
u n d e r c o n t r o l !

Jesus further taught His disciples: “Bkssed are the meek, far
they shall inherit the earth’’ (Matthew 5:5). Gentleness is a
characteristic that must be present in all Christians to be
pleasing to God. When Paul asked the Ephesian Christians to
walk worthy of their calling, he explained: “With all lowliness
andgentleness, with lor̂ suffering bearing with one another in lave
(Ephesians 4:2). The apostle Peter instructed how Christian
wives were to adorn themselves with an inward beauty: “Let
it be the hidden person of the heart, with the incormptible ornament
of agentle and qukt spirit, which is very precious in the sight of
God” (1 Peter 3:4).

P u r s u e P a t i e n c e

There are two Greek words used in the New Testament for
patience. One is hupomone’ which means to endure under
trials. Christians that have this kind of patience are free from
cowardice or despondency. The other Greek word is
makrothumi’a and is often translated longsuffering. This
word refers to one’s attitude toward people, and this is the
word used in the list of the frnit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22).

However, the patience that Paul calls upon Timothy to
pursue is hupomone’ -to endure under trials! Those that give
their all to live for Christ will be attacked by the world. One
cannot expect to go across the grain of those in sin without a
reaction, but this must not stop one from enduring. The
Hebrew writer calls upon his readers who were Christians to
“run with endurance (patience) the race that is set before us, look¬
ing unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our jaith, who for the joy
that was set brfore him endured the cross” (Hebrews 12:1,2). The
same Greek word is used here as in the text.

Paul knew that the many evils of the world would try to
discourage Timothy, but if he would pursue patience, he
would win. Perhaps one of the greatest dangers we face today
as Christians is giving up -backing off when all is not well. We
may wish that the pathway to life will always be smooth, and
that enemies will never come our way, but this is far from the
reality of life. The closer we live to the Lord, the more
patience to endure we need. “The ripest fruit is most often
pecked by the birds.” Someone must have been thinking
about endurance when writing these words:

Lord, help me to be for Thee,
Just like abig, strong cedar tree;
When all the other trees are bare.
The cedar stands so green and fair.
The wind and storm, the ice and cold
Make it more beauty to behold.
So Iwould stand in trial and test.
Just trusting You to do what’s best.
Though others fail. Lord, keep Thou me!
May Iacedar Christian be!” -Selected

C o n c l u s i o n :
Can you imagine what achange would be in our lives if as

Christians we would pursue these six things? Remember, it
is not enough just to flee the evil, but we must pursue the
good. If you have become unfaithful as one of God’s
children, if you have not pursued these spiritual traits, don’t
you feel that it is important for you to repent of your sins,
confess them, and pray?

Perhaps you have never entered the Christian race to seek
eternal life? Isn’t there adesire in your heart to believe that

Jesus is the Christ, repent of your sins, confess your faith in
Hin, and put Him on in baptism? The best time to obey
G o d a n d H i s w i l l i s n o w !
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Penknife Religion
Jeremiah 36:23

23 And it came to pass, that
when Je-hu-di had read three or
four leaves, he cut it with the
penknife, and cast it into the fire
that was on the hearth, until all
the roll was consumed in the fire
that was on the hearth.

C h u r c hS e c t a r i a nI n fi d e l

H e b r e w sJ o h nG e n e s i s
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Penknife Religion
Jeremiah 36:20-23

can cut out “one hope
4. How can Christ have many bodies?

C. Cut away Christ as the only head
1. Must reject Paul’s teaching (Cohssians 1:18)
2. Also: (Ephesians 5:23)
3. Millions follow an earthly head
4. Others ignore Jesus by adding and

subtracting from His word
D. Cut away New Testament teaching on Lord’s

Supper
1. Broke bread steadfastly (Acts 2:42)
2. Churches today partake —holidays,

quarterly, etc.
3. Early church example (Acts 20:7)
4. Come together without remembering

Lord’s death (1 Corinthians 11:26)
E. Cut away command to Sing in heart

1 . A d d i n s t r u m e n t s

2. New Testament command (Ephesians 5:19;
Cohssians 3:16)

3 . N e w Te s t a m e n t i n s t r u m e n t — h u m a n
h e a r t

F. Cut away teaching on baptism
1. Baptism essential to reach blood

(Mark 16:16)
2. Baptism essential for new birth (John 3:5)
3. Baptism saves (7 Pefisr 3.'2iJ
4. Baptism washes away sins (Acts 22:16)
5. Baptism remits sins (Acts 2:38)

m . M e m b e r s O f C h r i s t ’ s C h u r c h

A. Can use penknife even in Christ’s church
1. By ignoring teaching, deciding what is

important
2. Some ignore teaching on faithfulness
3. Know verses, but ignore them

B. Some ignore passages to work, and attend
1 . D o n ’ t w a n t t o s a c r i fi c e

2. Refuse to be faithful in all areas
(Revelation 2:10)

The Jerusalem church was steadfast
1. (Acts 2:42)
2. Paul taught steadfastness

(1 Corinthians 15:58; Galatians 6:9)

c c one body, 3 > 3 3

I n t r o d u c t i o n :

Picture on chart is called apenknife
1. Can be used to cut out newspaper

clippings
2. Can be used for good or evil
3. Example: liady cut out (Mark 16:16) from

B i b l e

B. In text, king cut God’s word with penknife
1. (Jeremiah 36:20-23)

Most people will not physically cut Bible
1. Use mental penknife by rejecting the word

Please consider some examples:
I . T h e I n fi d e l A n d E v o l u t i o n i s t

A. They read (Genesis 1) and reject it
B. Not easy to cut out God and Creation

Must ignore history —man’s origin and
p u r p o s e
a. Must accept all history by faith

(American History)
Must ignore the beauty of creation
a. Bible declares its beauty
b. Can see with our eyes
c. Try looking at heavens (Psalm 19:1-3)
d. Look at how we are made

(Psalm 139:14)
e. God made beauty to satisfy aU
Must ignore design and pattern
a. Example: Gardening is more than

raising food
b. Nature is at work to reproduce

(Genesis 1:12)
c. Example: Review how seeds travel

C. The unbeliever must ignore so many things
n . T h e S e c t a r i a n

Religious world divided into sects
1. How do they justify division?
2. By using amental penknife
3. Consider some passages that are cut out

Cut out teaching on “one church
1. (Ephesians 1:22,23) —Church is His body
2. One body (Ephesians 4:4)
3. They leave in “one hope,” but if cut out

A .

C .

D .

1 .

2 .

3 .

A .

B . 3 3

C .
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3. Chr is t ians are not to fo rsake

(Hebrews 10:25)
4. Using penknife makes one weak

Some ignore passages to “GO” preach
1. The word teaches to go (Mark 16:15)
2. We build buildings and say “COME
3. Only afew, compared to world, come
4. Aproven rule: “When we go, they come
5. Lx)cal work is important, but must also

D .

5 >

5 )
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6. (Acts 1:8)
Some ignore passages on godly living

1 . A l l o w w o r l d t o l e a d u s

2. TV; teaching daily practices of the world
3. How we cut out (Titus 2:11,12)
4. Must live in world, but not by world’s

w a y s

5. Example: right for ship to be in water, but
not water in ship

6. (James 4:4; 1John 2:15)

E .

C o n c l u s i o n :
A . Have looked at three classes that use penknife

Have you used mental penknife?
Have you refused to obey Gospel

1. Have you cut out commands to obey?
Why not as apentitent believer confess your faith
and be baptized?
If unfaithful, return now!

B .

C .

D .

E .
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P e n k n i f e o n

Jeremiah 36:20-23

I n t r o d u c t i o n :
he picture that you see on the chart is commonly
called apenknife. It is used by artists, handicraft
workers, and by many others as an effective tool.

Some use the penknife to cut out articles in magazines and
newspapers. Please keep in mind that this can be either a
useful or harmful tool. It can be used to destroy if placed in
the wrong hands.

One time aminister was studying with alady God’s way of
salvation. He reviewed the various passages on faith, repent¬
ance and confessing Christ to be the Son of God. Finally he
turned to Mark 16:16 and read: “He who believes and is baptized
will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned. ”Point¬
ing his finger, he said to her: “Lady, this is in your Bible
too! ”She quickly replied, “No it isn’t! Icut it out and threw
it away.

Hundreds of years before this incident, there was an Old
Testament king that used his penknife on the word of God.
There was aman that discovered alost portion of the word of
God, and decided to share it with others. After they heard it
read, it was decided to take it to the king. “And Jehudi read it
in the hearinp of the king and in the hearing of all the princes who
stood beside the king. And it happened, when Jehudi hcid read three
or four columns, that the king cut it with the scribe’s knife and cast
it into the fire that was mthe hearth, until all the scroll was con¬
sumed in the fire that was on the hearth” (Jeremiah 36:21-23).

Not too many today will go so far as to use aphysical
penknife on God’s word, but they are bold in using their
mental penknife. When they deny certain passages and refuse
to teach and obey them, they have used their mental
penknives. It shaU be our purpose in this message to look at
some examples of those that use their mental penknives on
t h e w o r d o f G o d .

come from?” and “Why are we here?” So much of the
history that we learned in school, and want our children to
learn, must be accepted by faith. We learn of the founding of
this 'jreat nation and its first presidents, but we have never
seen them. We learn about acivil war that happened in our
nation, but we did not see the war fought. Yet, we believe
and teach our children that this history is true and by faith we
should accept it. This is correct, but we should also teach that
the history of the Bible is true and needs to be accepted by
fa i t h

Ncit only must the infidel and evolutionist ignore history,
but they must also ignore the beauty of creation. In addition
to the Bible declaring the beauty of creation, that same
beauty is still in existence and can be seen today. How long
has it: been since you looked up at the heavens and saw all the
stars, the moon, the sun, the clouds, the lightening, and all
the beautiful colors? The Psalmist was right when he sang:
“The heavens declare thegloty of God; and the firmament shows his
handiwork. Day unto day utters speech, and nght unto nght reveals
knowledge. There is no speech nor languege where their voice is not
heard” (Psalm 19:1-3). The Psalmist further recognized the
beauty of God’s creation when he said: “I will praise Tou,forl
am featfully and wondetfully made” (Psalm 139:14).

There is so much beauty in God’s creation that there is
somc:thing for all. Only apowerful God could make so much
beauty both on land and in sea to thrill the human race with
its rrany likes and dislikes. The unbelievers must ignore all
this beauty when they mentally cut out God and His
beau t i f u l c rea t i on .

In addition to the history and beauty of creation, the infidel
and evolutionist must also ignore design and pattern. Over
the years it has been my pleasure to grow agarden. The ques¬
tion is often asked: “Why do you expend all that energy to
raise vegetables when you can purchase the same in grocery
stores?” My answer, “Beyond the economy, freshness of
food, and convenience of agarden is the daily demonstration
of God’s pattern and design. ”Every plant is eager to grow, in
its own unique way, and mature seeds so that it can
reproduce after its own kind (Genesis 1:12). These seeds also
have their own special way of traveling so that they can grow
in otiier areas. Some have wings and fly through the air, some
are good for food so that birds and animals will transport
them, some (like beggar lice) grab hold to man and beast for a
free tide, and others (when ready) shoot themselves through
the :iir. Did all this design just happen by chance? The
unbeliever ignores design and pattern when he cuts God out
as creator with his mental penknife!

T

5 5

T h e I n fi d e l A n d E v o l u t i o n i s t
Will you notice first of all that the infidel and evolutionist

cut away at the word of God. They turn to Genesis one and
read: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth
(Genesis 1:1). Then day by day they read how God spoke
everything into existence and after each day was able to say
that it was good. After the complete story of creation is read,
the infidel and evolutionist say that they don’t believe aword
of it. With mental penknives, they cut it ftom the Bible.

However, they do not recognize the fact that it is not easy
to cut God and creation out of the Bible, because before this
can be done, many things have to be ignored. First of all,
history must be ignored, because Genesis is ahistory of begin¬
nings. It answers the all-important questions, “Where did we
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sor^s, sir îf^ with gmce in your hearts to the Lord’’ (Cohssians
3:16). The instrument used in these passages is the human
heart, but these verses are mentally cut out and replaced with

singing and playing.”
Another area where mi l l ions have used their mental

penknife on the word of God is on the subject of bapdsm.
The Bible teaches as plainly as language can be written that
baptism is an essential command to be obeyed by the sinner
to reach the saving blood of Christ, but this command is
rejected by the majority. Therefore, they mentally cut it out!
Jesus taught: '̂ ‘He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he
who does not believe will be condemned” (Mark 16:16). He also in¬
cluded baptism in the essential birth required to enter the
kingdom of God, “Unless one is bom ofWATERand the Spirit,
he cannot enter the kir^dom of God” (John 3:5). The apostle
Peter wrote: “There is also an antitype which now saves us, namely
baptism. ..” (1 Peter 3:21). Even the chief of sinners, Saul of
Tarsus, was commanded: “Arise and be baptized, and wash
away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord” (Acts 22:16).
When Peter preached the first gospel sermon in the church,
he commanded sinners to: “Repent, and let every one of you be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins” (Acts
2:38). However, as plainly as these scriptures are written, they
are mentally cut out, and other doctrines taught. Thus, sec¬
tarianism uses the penknife on the word of God.
M e m b e r s O f C h r i s t ’ s C h u r c h

Even among those that are claiming to restore the New
Testament church, penknives are being used daily. It becomes
so easy to decide what is important to follow as aChristian
and what can be ignored. Therefore, many in the church use
their mental penknives to cut out all the passages that deal
with faithfulness. These know that the verses for faithfulness
are there, but disobey them. There is no way that one can
consider himself or herself faithful when being involved only
occasionally in work and worship. Faithfulness is associated
with being present at all classes and services, being steadfast,
and being involved in work. Jesus demands faithfulness. To
the church at Smyrna He commanded: “Be faithful until
death, and Iwill give you the crown of life” (Revelation 2:10).

When the church began in Jerusalem, it was noted for its
steadfastness. Luke wrote of these Christians: “And they con¬
tinued steadjastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the
breakitg of bread, and in prayer” (Acts 2:42). Just think how
this would strengthen the church today if all members would
follow this example! One of Paul’s strongest admonitions to
Christians is found in the words: “Be steadfast, immovable,
always aboundirg in the work of the Lord” (1 Corinthians 15:58).
Also: “And let us not grow weary while doirggood” (Galatians
6:9). The Hebrew writer: “Not forsakirg the assembling of
oursebes together” (Hebrews 10:25). Those in the church that
purposely forsake the assembly, refuse to work and grow
stronger for the Lord, and grow weary, are cutting these
passages out of the Bible with their mental penknives.

Another place where so many have cut away at the word is
in the command to go into the world and preach the gospel
(Mark 16:15). Instead of going, we have often built large
buildings and invited the sinners to come. Unfortunately,
since this is not God’s way of reaching the lost (as important
as it is), only afew have come. God’s rule (down through the
centuries) is: “When we go, they come!” Have you ever im¬
agined what would have happened in Paul’s time if he and
others had not gone forth to the world.!’ Would Christianity
have spread to the world? We know the answer!

T h e S e c t a r i a n

The religious world is divided into various sects with differ¬
ing beliefs. In fact, there are hundreds of churches with their
divided doctrines and creeds. How do they justify this divi¬
sion? By using amental penknife to cut out the passages that
teach that there was only one church founded by Christ that
pracdced only New Testament teaching. Let us observe some
of the passages of the Bible that must be cut away in order to
practice denominationalism.

Those that practice such must cut out the “one church
teaching of the Bible. Paul wrote: “And he put all things under
his feet, andgave him to be head overall things to the chur̂ , which
is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all” (Ephesians
1:22,23). Here, Christ’s church is called His body. In the
same book, Paul declared: “There is one body and one Spirit, just
as you were called in one hope of your callirg” (Ephesians 4:4).
Those that cut out the one body -one church, often leave in
the one hope! However, if the “one body” can be cut out,
why not also cut out the “one hope?” How can there be
many differing bodies when the Lord Jesus has only one?
How can there be many churches when He promised and
built ONLY one? (Matthew 16:18).

Others cut away Christ as the only head of the church. To
do this, they must mentally cut out Paul’s words: “And he is
the head of the body, the church, who is the bginning, the firstborn
from the dead, that in all thirgs he may have the preeminence
(Cohssians 1:18). Again, “Ear the husband is head of the wife, as
also Christ is head of the church; and he is the Savior of the body
(Ephesians 5:23). Nowhere in all the Bible does Christ agree to
share the headship with anyone, and yet, almost daily we hear
of those that are following aman here on earth as the head of
the church. Others that not refer to themselves as ahead,
function as such by adding and subtracting commandments
from Christ’s teaching.

Then there are those that cut away with their mental
penknife the New Testament teaching on observing the
Lord’s Supper. The word of God declares that the early
Christians: “Continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and
filhwship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers” (Acts 2:42).
Many churches partake of the Lord’s Supper every three
months, some on special days only, and others once or twice
each year. Is this continuing steadfastly in the breaking of
bread? Luke records that: “On the first day of the week, when the
disciples came together to break bread, Paul, ready to depart the next
day, spoke to them and continued his messtge until midnght” (Acts
20:7). When achurch comes together week after week
without “breaking bread,” haven’t they used their mental
penknife to cut away this New Testament example? Paul
writes: “For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you
proclaim the Lord’s death till he comes” (1 Corinthians 11:26).
When achurch refuses to partake of the Lord’s Supper, and
refuses to remember His death, haven’t they cut away the
w o r d o f G o d ?

The majority of religions uses their penknives on the com¬
mand to sing and make melody in the heart. One can read
every passage in the New Testament that relates to music in
worship in the Lord’s church, and not asingle passage even
hints that it is permissible to use amechanical instrument in
worship. Paul’s command: “Speaking to one another in psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and makirg melody in your
heart to the Lord” (Ephesians 5:19), but this is cut out! Again:
“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teachirg
and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
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Please know that the local work is very important, but it is
to be reinforced by its ability to reach out and teach someone
with the gospel. Jesus wanted the gospel preached in
Jerusalem, but He also wanted it preached “in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8). The church of
the 20th century will never grow and spread the way it should
until we stop cutting out the “go into the whole world”
passages and begin obeying them.

Notice further that many in the church have used their
penknives on the verses of the Bible that teach godly living.
The world today is making one of its biggest pitches against
the church. In fact, the world is advertising its fleshly ways
more vividly than ever before. Television, with all its good
points, is also being used to present murder, drunkenness,
adultery, fornication, evolution, and all fleshly lusts. Are
Christians immuned to this.̂  Can we feed on it 365 days ayear
and still live godly lives? Evidently we have convinced
ourselves that we can. However, these same sins of the world
are becoming more and more aproblem each year in the
church. Is the devil winning in our lives?

Have we used our penknives on the following verses? “For
the £race of God that brills salvation has appeared to all men,
teach inp us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should
live soberly, righteously, andgodly in the present tge” (Titus 2:11,12).
Can we follow this passage and follow the ways of the world?
We often say, “But we have to live in the world!” Yes, but we
don’t have to let the world live in us. It is all right for aship
to be in the water, but there is trouble when water gets into
the ship. When the world becomes our ftiend, God becomes
our enemy (James 4:4). When we love the world, we lose the
love of the Father (1 John 2:15).
C o n c l u s i o n

In this lesson we have looked at three types of people that
use their penknives on the word of God. The majority will
never physically cut aword ftom the Bible, but mentally the
word is ignored. If you haven’t obeyed God’s commands to
become apenitent believer that confesses Jesus to be God’s
Son, and to be baptized for salvation, is it because you have
cut these passages ftom the Bible? If as aChristian you have
cut out God’s teaching on faithfulness and godly living, isn’t
it past time for you to come back, repent and pray for
forgiveness? If God is not in your life today, why not respond
n o w ?
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AFamily For The Lord |

INFLUENCE
Rom. 14:7

WORSHIP
John 4:24

LOVE
1 C o r. 1 3



AFamily For IHie Lord

F. “Influence never dies; every act, emotion, look
and word makes influence tell for good or evil, happiness
or tvoe, through the long future of eternity. The life of a
faithful Christian man (woman) is aguide to Paradise
(Thos. Kempis).

n. There Must be True Worship
A. Afamily for the Lord is concerned about

worship
1 . T h i s i s o u r l i n k w i t h G o d

2. Where are some important places for
family worship?

I n t r o d u c t i o n :
A . M i l l i o n s o f f e m i l i e s i n t h i s n a t i o n

1. Some are happy and some miserable
What makes the d i f fe rence?

1. There are families, and families for the
L o r d

2. Vast difference, family for the Lord follows
His way

C. In this sermon wish to look at some God-given
concepts:

I . T h e r e M u s t B e G o o d I n fl u e n c e

A. Both parents must recognize the power of
i n fl u e n c e

I . Can ’ t ex i s t w i t hou t some k i nd o f i n fluence

2. It will be either good or evil
3. Children will become (generally) as parents
4. We see afew exceptions

B. The thought of influence motivated this poem:
You gave us our children for such alittle while/ To enjoy
their tender youth and smiles/ Infants, toddlers, children,
and teens/ These years were so short it seems/ Until they
were full grown!/ Yet, you gave us time to mould/ them
strong for life/ To teach them what is wrong and right/
Laughter, problems, hugs, and tears/ Love aglow through
the years/ Until they were full grown!/ One by one they
went firom parental nest/ To build their own treasured
homes/ Marriage, laughter, problems to meet/ And then
the sound of little feet/ Now that they are full grown!

Most parents can see how they influence their
c h i l d r e n

I. Example: Son and wood carving
2. Boys want to be like dad, and girls like

m o m

3. May not want to influence, but we do
(Romans 14:7)

D. Example: Batsell Barrett Baxter and little boy
E. We should ask, “How faithful do Iwant my

chi ldren to be? '*

1. Our faithfulness will help them
(1 Corinthians 15:58)

2. Example: Elderly man obeyed gospel, not
family

5 ?

B .

B . A t h o m e

1. Public worship is important, but worship
begins at home

2. Here we show example in worship
3. Must be sincere, they see through

hypocrisy
4. Must train them (Proverbs 22:6)
5. How many parents are conscientiously

rearing children for Lord?
6. How do we compare to Hannah

(1 Samuel 1:28)>
7. She paid the full price

C. At public worship
1. After family worship, public worship easier
2. Remind children at home to prepare for

worship
3. Parent’s attitude toward worship important
4. Stern discipline essential at worship

(John 4:24)
5. Example: Corrected when talking as aboy
6. Respect for worship is passed down to next

generation
7. Failure causes our youth to be lost to the

c h u r c h

What greater calamity can fall upon a
nation than the loss of worship? '
(Carlyle).

H E . T h e r e M u s t B e T r u e L o v e

A. Afamily for the Lord will have love
I. Ixrve beautiful wrapping that encloses all

other virtues in afamily (1 Corinthians 13)
2. Since God is love (1 John 4:8) families must

C .

8 . c c

5 5

5 5
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seek love

3. Example: Each child anew canvas, paint
l o v e

4. The more we paint love, the closer we get
t o G o d

5. “Love is the purification of the heart from
self; it strengthens and ennobles the character, gives a
higher motive and anobler aim to every action of life, and
makes both man and woman strong, noble, and coura¬
geous; and the power to love truly and devotedly is the
noblest gift with which ahuman being can be endowed
(Miss Jeusbury).

5 5

6. We must teach our children to experience
love (1 Corinthians 13)

7. What will be taught when teaching love?
B . Love wi l l share

1. Shows the awfii lness of se lfishness

2. Not easy, words “my” and
important to children

3. Love teaches the proper balance
4. Jesus will be our leading example

Qohn 15:12,13)
Love has good manners

1. Achallenge to teach good manners, love
will help

2. Love provides the proper environment for
all other things

3. Love removes the ugly, and leaves good
m a n n e r s

5 5C C
m i n e

c .

D . Love is unselfish

1. Selfishness can be areal family problem
2. Children may show less selfishness outside

the family
3. May seem we are failing in family, but love

is positive
4. Example: Boy and car for brother
5. Sooner or later, love will shine through

C o n c l u s i o n :

A. Therefore, seek afamily for the Lord
B. Seek good influence, true worship, and love
C. “Happy are the families where the government

of parents is the reign of affection, and obedience of the
chi ld ren the submiss ion o f love. 5 5

D. Are you aChristian father, mother or Christian
youth?

If you haven’t obeyed the gospel, now is
t h e t i m e

If you have drifted away, now is the time
t o r e t u r n !

I .

2 .
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AFamily For llie Lord

And then the sound o f l i t t l e fee t

Now that they are full grown!
Most parents can see how they influence their children

from week to week. Please note this personal example. Since
my hobby is woodworking, one day Idecided to carve a
goose and aduck, and after several hours of work, these were
completed and displayed on the fireplace hearth. Do you
know what else was displayed there? Aminiature duck carved
by ot rson. For you see, boys want to be like dad and girls
want to be like mom. This may be fnghtening, but it is true!
You might say, Idon’t want to influence my children to be
l ike me—I refuse to have an influence on them. This is im¬

possible, because you may choose not to influence them for
good, but you will still influence them for evil. Paul was
teachmg this principle when he wrote: ‘Tor mm of us lives to
himself and no om dies to himself’ (Romans 14:7), and this is
especially true with our families.

Batjell Barrett Baxter wrote of an example that impressed
his life deeply: “I remember several years ago, on aSunday
morning after Ihad preached asermon, Icame down from
the pulpit, as my custom was, and sat on the front row while
the Lord’s Supper was being served. There was alitde boy of
pre-sc hool age on that front row, who inched over toward
me until he sat very close beside me. Then, he leaned close to
my e:ir and said, “I wish Iwas you.” Nobody ever said that
before and nobody since. Just alittle boy whose name Idid
not even know. Iknew his family. Ihad seen him afew
times, but Idid not even know his name. But he had heard
me pi each about Christ and he had seen me stand in front of
the ajngregadon. It was my impact as apreacher, not as an
individual, that had impressed him so deeply. Flis statement
left an imprint on me. Icannot afford to disappoint that little
boy, !ust as you cannot afford to disappoint the people who
look It you.”

Thc:refore, if you desire to have afamily for the Lord, you
should ask: “How faithful do Iwant my children to be to the
church? How much interest do Iwant them to have in Chr is¬

tianity when they grow up?” The answers to these questions
will be determined by your influence now! How faithful are
you (as parents) to the Lord and His church (1 Corinthians
15:58)>

When working with the church in Alabama, Ireceived a
call concerning an e^hty year old man that was searching his
Bible for the truth. After going by to visit, Ifound that he
had b'askaUy learned what to do to be saved. Thus, after a
short time of teaching, (accompanied by his daughter) Ibap¬
tized him into Christ. Only one week later Ipreached his
flmeral and we laid his body to rest in aprivate cemetery

I n t r o d u c t i o n :
swe a l l ow ou r m inds t o scan ac ross t h i s wonde r fu l

nation, we can visualize millions of families. The
word family itself has abeautiful sound and brings joy

to the heart; however, some of this joy dissipates when we
recognize the fact that so many of these families are filled with
heartaches, hatred, and tears. Thus^ we are reminded that a
family can bring the greatest joy or the deepest sorrow. What
makes the difference? It is not because the concept of the
family breaks down, but it is because millions fail to apply
God’s concept of the family. It is my belief that there are
“families” and then there are “families for the Lord,” and
there is avast difference between the two. God, in His word,
has laid down principles to help the family and to make it
happy, but when these are ignored, homes fail. However,
when these God-given principles are followed, the product is
afamily for the Lord. Please consider prayerfully some of
these concepts:
T h e r e M u s t B e G o o d I n fl u e n c e

Before afamily can be labeled a“family for the Lord,” both
parents must recognize the power of influence, and how that
it is at this point that afamily either goes right or wrong. A
family cannot exist without some type of influence, because
influence will be present either for good or evil. Our children
will become (to some degree) what they see in us as their
parents. As ageneral rule, bad children come from bad
parents and good children come from good parents. Yes,
there are exceptions, because all of us have known youth that
grew up to be outstanding Christians even though their
parents were evil, but ̂ ain this is the exception and not the
r u l e .

The importance of parental influence was on my mind
when Iwrote the following poem:

You gave us our children for such alittle while
To enjoy their tender youth and smiles
Infants, toddlers, children, and teens

These years were so short it seems
Until they were full grown!

Yet, you gave us time to mould them strong for life
To teach them what is wrong and right

Laughter, problems, hugs, and tears
Love â ow through the years
Until they were ffU grown!

One by one they went from parental nest
To bu i l d t he i r own t reasu red homes

Marriage, laughter, problems to meet

A
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n e s t l e d i n t h e f o o t h i l l s o f t h e M o n s a n t o M o u n t a i n s . E v e n

though this man turned to the Lord in the last shadow of his
life, we could never influence his daughter to study or attend
worship. Do you know why.^ What this man did at eighty he
should have done when younger to influence his family for
the Lord. The rearing of children for the Lord is afull time
job for parents, and we need to be seriously involved.

“Influence never dies; every act, emotion, look and word
makes influence tell for good or evil, happiness or woe,
through the long future of eternity. The life of afaithful
Christian man (woman) is aguide to Paradise.” (Thos.
Kempis).

There Must Be True Worship
When one studies further the concepts that make afamily

for the Lord, it is important to consider worship. True wor¬
ship is our link with God in aworld given over to sin, and it is
in the home that our children are taught the real importance
of worship. Those that leave worship to God out of their
lives, cannot have afamily for the Lord. Where are some of
the places that worship can be agenuine part of afamily.^

(1) At home
When we think of worship, it is often natural to think

about apublic assembly or as many express it, “going to
church.” This is vitally important, but the true foundation
for worship begins in the home. When the Lord blesses our
home with little ones, we have aresponsibility to keep God
always before them. This is done in the first place by our
example. Achild learns to know God and to worship Him by
observing his parents. Those that pretend to know God for
the sake of their chi ldren wi l l be shocked to learn that their
children know the truth about them. Just as true love and
adoration for God can’t be hidden, neither can the role of a
hypocrite. Believe me, they know where we stand, and there
is no middle ground. We either show our children that God is
everything or He is nothing.

The father that sends his children to worship with the hope
that they will learn to truly love God even though he himself
has no interest, is deceived. This is not following Solomon’s
advise, “Train up achild in the way he should £fo” (Proverbs
22:6). However, when God is real to the father. He will be
real to his chi ldren.

It is wondered how many parents are conscientiously rear¬
ing their children for the Lord. The Old Testament tells of
Hannah that promised God that if He would give her ason
she would give him back. God gave her Samuel and during
the first years of his life, Hannah was at work for God. The
time finally came and as she presented him to Eli, he was fully
prepared, and what agreat contribution Samuel made to the
work of God (1 Samuel 1:28). This faithful mother must have
lived God before him daily. The price tag has not been re¬
duced, for if we want our children to be true worshippers to¬
day, we must show them by our lives at home the greatness
o f G o d .

want to go, and if we criticize the church and all related to it
before and after worship, they will be difficult to control. If
ever there is atime for stern discipline, it should be when
there is misbehavior at worship. Our children must know
that God demands all to “worship in spirit and truth" (John
4:24).

When Iwas just alittle boy, Ihad been taught the impor¬
tance of reverence in worship. It was finally decided that I
could sit with the other boys if Iwould be at my best. During
the first part of the service, all went well until the boy next to
me took from his pocket anew shiny penny. He began to
talk about it, but Iresisted. Finally it got so interesting that I
decided Icould talk if Ikept my eyes on my mother. About
the time Ithought all was going well, she must have had eyes
in the back of her head, because she got up, came to me, took
me by the arm and marched me hurriedly (before all those
eyes) to where she was sitting and seated me firmly by her
side. This may not have passed the laws of child psychology,
but it sure taught me aesson about being reverent in wor¬
ship!

Afamily for the Lord will be taught the importance of wor¬
ship, and this will be carried into our children’s lives as they
rear their children. We often read about how many of our
young people are lost to the church, and it is wondered how
many are lost because they are never taught the proper
respect for worship.

In the words of Carlyle: “What greater calamity can Mupon
anation than the loss of worship.^” Can’t the same be said
about the family? What greater calamity can fall upon afamily
than the loss of worship?
T h e r e M u s t B e T r u e L o v e

When looking further into what is involved in rearing a
family for the Lord, we must also consider the important
concept of love. Love is the beautiful wrapping that encloses
all other virtues in afamily (1 Corinthians 13). Since God
Himself is love (1 John 4:8), how could afamily be designated
as afamily for the Lord without it? When God adds to our
families children, one by one. He is issuing with each addi¬
tion, achallenge to develop and promote love. Try to image
that when achild is given to us, that such is like anew canvas
on which apicture has never been painted. God hands us the
jaints and brushes and says, “paint for me amasterpiece of

This is our greatest challenge because the more wel o v e ,

paint love, the closer we keep them to God. Each stroke of
the brush gives them the qû ties they need to be successful
in l i fe—now and fo rever.

The power of love in our families cannot be over-estimated.
In the words of one writer: “Love is the purification of the
heart from self; it strengthens and ennobles the character,
gives ahigher motive and anobler aim to every action of life,
and makes both man and woman strong, noble, and coura¬
geous; and the power to love truly and devotedly is the
noblest gift with which ahuman being can be endowed
(Miss Jeusbury).

When we as parents show love to our children in our own
lives, we must also teach and enforce the characteristics of
love. Love is not simply abeautiful word to be defined, but
rather away of life to be experienced. Instead of defining
love, Paul wrote in (1 Corinthians 13) what love will do. What
are some of the things that will be tauglit to our children
when we teach them love?

3 5

(2) At Public Worship
Once the foundation for worship has been firmly laid at

home, it will be easier to teach them how to honor Him at
the assembly. Parents should not wait until the service begins
to prepare for worship. As the day of worship gets closer, our
children should be reminded of the importance of the occa¬
sion. Here again, our attitude at home is carried into the
public worship. If our children are made to feel that we don’t (1) Love Will Share
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Love will teach our children the meaning of sharing and the
awfiilness of selfishness. This is not easy since most children
become very possessive of those things that belong to them.
The words “my” and “mine” are big and important words
in their vocabularies. However, love teaches the proper
balance between the importance of self and sharing with
others. Jesus our Lord is the greatest example to keep before
our children as we teach them to share with others: “This is
my commandment, that you love one another as Ihave loved you.
Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his
friends” (John 15:12,13).

(2) Love Has Good Manners
One of the challenges faced by parents is to teach their

children good manners, and the many positive characteristics
of love will promote this. Love provides the proper environ¬
ment for all other great attributes of life to grow and bear
fimit. If your children are taught not to envy, not to boast or
be full of pride, and not to be rude, not self-seeking, and not
easily angered, don’t you believe that they will have good
manners? Remember, these traits and others are present
w h e n l o v e a b o u n d s .

(3) Love Is Unselfish
Selfishness can be agreat problem in the family unless love

is present to turn things around. For some strange reason,
children will often show less selfishness outside the femily,
than in it, and this is where love must be taught. As we teach
our children love, there will be times when we feel that love
has failed, but it hasn’t! You see, love is apositive virtue and it
stays alive and strong even when buried among childish ways.
Think about the following illustration:

Aman once parked his car on astreet. Up came aboy
and looked it over. His eyes were wide with admiration
of the beautiful car.

Where did you get this car?” he asked. “My brother
gave it to me,” replied the man. “My,T wish. ..” The
man knew the boy was wishing that he had anew car
l ike tha t .

But the lad went on and finished the sentence surpris¬
ingly: “I wish Icould be abrother like your brother
was. Ihave acrippled brother who cannot get out. I
would buy him acar like this” —The Teacher

Remember, sooner or later love (when taught as God
would have it taught) will shine through, because love is
u n s e l fi s h .

C o n c l u s i o n :

Therefore, if you seek afamily for the Lord, you must make
your home an environment of love, and this will become a
solid foundation for all the principles in this sermon to be
built. “Happy are the families where the government of
parents is the reign of affection, and obedience of the children
the subm iss i on o f l o ve . ”

Would you seek to have afamily for the Lord? Are you a
Christian fatlier, mother, or youth? If you are not achild of
God, would you be bom again through obedience to the
gospel? If you have drifted away from the Lord, now is the
time to return. Remember: “A happy family is but an earlier
heaven” (Bowring).

c c
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Every Man Stood
I n H i s P l a c e



Every Man Stood In His Place

3. Oversee by the Holy Spirit
a. Holy Spirit has given complete

ins t ruc t ions to e lders

b. The principles can solve all problems
c. (2 Peter 1:3; 2Timothy 3:16,17)

4. Be overseers

a. Called bishops (Philippians 1:1;
1Timothy 3:1,2; Titus 1:7)

b. Big diflFerence between “overseeing
and “overlooking '

c. If overlook sins, weaknesses, etc. not
standing in their place

5. Shepherd the church
a. Feed and care for spiritual sheep
b. Only one feed -Word of God
c. Pure Word is not too rich

(devil talking)
d. Caused many shepherds to dilute Word
e. Some sermons filled with everything

else rather than the Word (Example:
text only scriptures)

fHders should not allow this, promotes
s t a r v a t i o n

C. Elder’s place is important -involves eternal things
1. Must be obeyed (Hebrews 13:17)
2. Elders are responsible to feed flock
3. God has given elders aplace of honor

when they stand in their place!

I n t r o d u c t i o n :

A. God has given leadership aprominent place in all
generations

1. Families, military, kings, elders, deacons,
evangelists

2. Leadership is still important today
B. In Juc^es 7, there is leadership in action

I. Time of the judges that delivered
oppressed Israel

2. One of the times, God raised up Gideon
3. Enemy so great:

lyit̂  in the valley as numerous as locusts; and
their camels were without number” (v. 12)

C. Gideon’s army of 32,000 reduced to 300
I. Divided 300 into three groups of 100
2. Armed them with trumpets, empty

pitchers and torches
D. With God’s help and Gideon’s leadership won

the ba t t l e

I. ^‘And every man stood in his place” (v. 21).
E. Need leadership in church today to win

I . W i l l l ook a t t hose i n chu rch tha t need to
s t a n d :

5 3

3 3

C C

I . T h e E l d e r s

A. God’s plans from the beginning to have elders
I. Called also bishops, pastors, overseers
2. Millions have ignored this plan, still

important
3. Many churches have become weak,

stunted, dead, divided because elders did
n o t s t a n d

B. Paul spells out elder’s place (Acts 20:28)
I. Take heed to yourself

a. Before they can help others, must be
right

b. Must meet specific qualifications
(1 Timothy 3, Titus 1)

2. Take heed to all the flock
a. Didn’t say “some or most of the

fl o c k ” b u t A L L

b. Weak, strong, loveable and unloveable,
good, and bad

c. Should not neglect asingle sheep

n . T h e D e a c o n s

A. Another that must stand in their place -deacons
1. Deacon (diakonos) means servant
2. They are not the same as elders
3. Some of qualifications are same

(1 Timothy 3:8-10)
B. Notice, they are to serve, not rule

I. When deacons assume role of elders, out of
place

2. Some religions ignore elders and choose
deacons only

3. Not according to Word, New Testament
c h u r c h h a d b o t h

4. (Philippians 1:1)
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(2 Peter 3:9)
d . M u s t b e o n G o d ’ s t e r m s - n o t o n e r r o r

3. By hobby ridir^
a. This has kept preachers from their place
b. Must mention issues that divide, and

brethren that are teaching error
(2 Timothy 4:10; Galatians 2:11)

c. If takes priority over the Word -wrong!
d. ONLY antidote against false issues -

G o d ’ s W o r d

e . T h e Wo r d m u s t b e fi r s t a n d f o r e m o s t

in preaching

C . Mistaken idea, elders over spiritual, deacons over
physical

1. Not so, elders over both -deacons serve in
b o t h

2. Deacon’s work is very important when in
place

(Acts 6:1-7) example of servants (although not
called deacons)

1. These men appointed to serve tables
(Acts 6:3)

2. This allowed apostles and elders to give
time to prayer and preaching

3. This caused the Word to spread (Acts 6:7)
4. Therefore, deacons important without

infringing on elders
5. When deacons in their place, helps elders

to do same

6. Serve well, good standing (1 Timothy 3:13)

D .

C o n c l u s i o n :
When elders, deacons and evangelists stand in
their place

1. There wi l l be success for the Lord ’s church

A .

Like the 300 men of Gideon, there will be
victory

B .

m. Evangelists
A. “Hegave some to be evargelists’’ (Ephesians 4:11)

1. Those that must preach the Word
(2 Timothy 4:2)

2. Important assignment
B. Many called evangelists preach amixture

(Matthew 13:25)
1. False prophets, blind leaders

(Matthew 15:14)
2. Evangelist can lead either ARIGHT OR

A S T R A Y

Are you on the Lord’s side? Have you obeyed
the gospel?

C .

Faith, repentance, confessing Christ to be
God’s son, and baptism puts one into
C h r i s t

1 .

Have you done this -have you lived
frithftilly?

2 .

C. Some feel that Bible is too strong, must be
edited, softened

1. Refuse to preach one body. Spirit, Lord,
faith and baptism (Ephesians 4:4,5)

2. Think will drive people away (Such is from
devil)

3. What drives people away; dogmatic
opinions, hobbies, soft soaping, and
compromise! (Not the Word)

4. True evangelist gives truth (John 8:32)
5. Example: Teaching truth at Senior Citizen

class

6. Preacher does many other good works,
preaching his work

D. Notice some ways preachers step out of their
place

1 . By being the pastor
a. Elders, not ministers are pastors

(Acts 20:28)
b. Even if preacher serves as one of the

pastors, he is still not the pastor!
c. Many flocks have been harmed when

preacher steps aside from his place to
become “the pastor

By compromising truth
a. Wrong to seek unity by compromising

t r u t h

b. Jesus wanted unity John 17)
c. Not willing for any to perish

5 5

2 .
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Every Man Stood In His Place

I n t r o d u c t i o n :

sone studies God and His actions down through the
centuries, it becomes obvious that He has given
leadership aprominent place in all generations.

Whether we consider apatriarch over afamily, anational
leader like Moses, special judges, kings, elders, deacons, and
evangelists, they have all been very important to His guidance
of mankind, and be assured that leadership today is still of
great importance.

In Judges 7, we have an example of leadership in action. This
is the period of Old Testament history when God used judges
to free Israel of oppressors. At this time, they had done evil
and God delivered them into the hands of Midian for seven
years. After heavy persecution, the Israelites cried out to
God, and He decided to deliver them under the leadership of
Gideon. The enemy was of such agreat number that they are
described as: “lying in the valley as numerous as hcusts; and their
camels were without number” (v. 12). Gideon had 32,000 men
which seemed so small against such an army, but God had
him to reduce his soldiers to only 300. Gideon divided these
into three groups, stationed them in stategic places, armed
them with trumpets, empty pitchers, and torches, and they
awaited his orders. Thus, with God’s help, Joshua’s leader¬
ship, and the followship of his 300 men, the battle was won.
God chose aman that could lead others to success for we
read: “And every man stood in his place” (v. 21).

One of the greatest needs in the church today is to have
leaders and followers to stand in their place. God has assigned
all aplace, and to refuse to stand wê ens the attack against
the devil. Please consider prayerfully in this sermon those in
the church that need to s tand.

themselves right. When the qualifications of 1Timothy 3, and
Titus 1are met, these men will be ready to properly care for
the needs of the flock.A (2) Take heed to all the flock

Paul didn’t say
flock,” but to
shepherd the weak and strong, the loveable and unlovable,
the good and the bad. Not asingle sheep needs to be
neglected.

o r " m o s t o f t h e
T h i s m e a n s t o

some of the flock,
A L L T H E F L O C K !
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(3) Oversee by the Holy Spirit
Toilay, the Holy Spirit has given complete instructions in

the Word to guide aflock. There will never be aproblem that
arises among the sheep but what the principle to solve it can
be found! In the words of Peter: “His divine power has given to
us all thirgs that pertain to life and godliness” (2 Peter 1:3). The
Word of God is capable of making the man of God: “complete,
thoro'ughly equipped far every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16,17).

(4) Be overseers
These men are called bishops (Philippians 1:1; 1Timothy

3:1,2; Titus 1:7. There is avast difference between “over¬
seeing” and “overlooking.” When an eldership overlooks
the sins, weaknesses, unfaithfulness, and special needs, they
are not standing in their place.

(5) Shepherd the church
This means to feed and care for the spiritual sheep.

Remember, there is only one feed that is acceptable with
God—THE WORD OF GOD! Some have felt that the pure
Word is too rich and will founder, but this is “devil t^,”
and not of God! Such adeceptive attitude has caused many
shepherds to dilute the Word with the thinking of the world.
Have: you not heard sermons filled with everything else ex¬
cept the Word.^ It was said of one man, “if he reads atext,
you better rejoice, because this is aU the Bible you wiU hear in
the sermon!” When an eldership allows weeks and months
to gc by with very little Word being taught, they are starving
the fock, and out of their place.

Th: place that God has given elders is an important one
because their work involves eternal things. The Hebrew
writer places agreat responsibility on their shoulders in these
words: “Obey those who rule aver you, and be submissive, for they
watch out for your souls, as those who must give account” (Hebrews
13:17). Did you get the full impact of this statement? Elders
are overseeing souls in view of eternity! Remember, every
sheep in your congregation that dies from spiritual malnutri¬
tion, becomes weak, and entangled in tlte world, dies lost

T h e E l d e r s

From the earliest existence of the church down to the
present time, it has been God’s plan to have elders (also called
bishops and pastors) to oversee and lead the church. Just
because millions have ignored this plan does not lessen its
importance. The past has witnessed thousands of congrega¬
tions that have become either weak, stunted, dead, or
divided because elders did not stand in their God-given place.
In Acts 20:28, Paul spells out the eldership’s place: “Therfore
take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, amorg which the Holy
Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which
he purchased with his own blood. ”Note that there are five things
representing the place of the elders:

(1) Take heed to yourself
Before elders can shepherd aflock, they must have
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eternally from your flock. However, those that you properly
feed and keep, will spend eternity with God!

What aplace and honor God has given those that serve as
elders and bishops of God’s flock. Stand in your place, and
you will receive blessings from God both now and forever!
T h e D e a c o n s

Another group of leaders that must stand in their place are
the deacons. The word deacon is t rans la ted f rom the Greek

word diakonos, and simply means aservant. They are NOT
the same as the elders—they are NOT given the same respon¬
sibility. Even though some of their qualifications are the
same, Paul gives two listings. After completing the list for the
elders, he writes: “Likewise deacons must be reverent, not double-
tongued, not given to much wine, not greedy for money, holding the
mystery of the faith with apure conscience. But let these also first be
proved; then let them serve as deacons, being found blameless”
(1 Timothy 3:8-10). Notice, they are to SERVE not RULE!
When deacons assume the role of the elders in any way, they
have gotten out of their place. Some religions of today have
ignored the eldership completely and have chosen in its place
adeaconship, but this is NOT according to God’s word!
Christ’s church in the first century had BOTH bishops and
deacons. Paul began his letter to the church at Philippi: “to all
the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the BISHOPS
AND DEACONS” (Philippians 1:1). Thus, like all other
members of the congregation, the deacons are to carry out
their God-given place under the oversight of the elders.

There has been amistaken idea in tlie thinking of many
down through the years that the elders are over the spiritual
matters, and the deacons are over the physical. Not so! The
elders are OVER BOTH, and the deacons serve in both
capacities UNDER the oversight of the elders. The work of
deacons is abeautiful thing when they stand in their place,
and be assured that the body will prosper and grow from their
service.

very important place—to preach the word. To the young
preacher, Timothy, Paul wrote: “I charge you therefore bejbre
God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the kvirg and the
dead at his appearirrg and his kingdom: Preach the wordl Be ready
in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all
brgsujfering and teaching” (2 Timothy 4:2). This is our God-
given assignment, and if the word is not preached, we are out
of our place, and will fail!

When one makes aqucik survey of the religious world, it is
heartbreaking to see those that are NOT preaching the pure
Word. They evidently feel that something else is needed, and
thus they sow an impure mixture of seeds (Matthew 13:25).
They are false prophets, blind leaders, and must answer to
God (Matthew 15:14). The man in the pulpit has an awesome
responsibility, for he can either lead ARIGHT or ASTRAY.
However, he will lead aright and have nothing to fear if he
will preach only the Word.

There are those today, (even in the Lord’s church) that feel
that the Bible is too strong, and must be edited (by the
preacher) for the listening audience. They seem to feel that
plain teaching on the “one body, one Spirit, one Lord, one
faith, and one baptism” (Ephesians 4:4,5) will drive people
away! This kind of thinking is from the devil. The things that
drive people away are: dogmatic opinions, hobbies, soft soap¬
ing, and compromise—it’s not the Word! The religious world
is full of these, and when people come to us, our PLACE is
to give them the truth (John 8:32).

It is my privilege each week to teach aBible class at the
Senior Citizen Building which is made up of students from
many religions. Each week the word of God is taught without
reservations, and to my knowledge, not asingle person has
been offended. It’s hard for an honest person to find fault
with God! Recently, these were taught about the church in a
universal and local sense. One man said, “this means that
there were no denominations in the first century.” Iassured
him that these came many years later. He came to this con¬
clusion from simply studying the Bible. You can’t improve on
teaching and preaching the word!

Now, the preacher does many other good works (other
than preaching) that help people as well as to show the Bible
lived in his own life, but his place as an evangelist is to preach
the Word, and everything else must compliment this.

How are some of the ways that preachers step out of their
place?

In Acts 6:1-7, we have an example of the work of deacons
or servants. They are not (at this point) called deacons, but
who would deny that they rendered an important service that
illustrates the importance of deacons. Aproblem arose in the
church at Jerusalem when the Grecians felt that their widows
were being neglected by the Hebrews. This was evidently a
legitimate complaint because the twelve took action to solve
the problem. They called upon the brethren to choose:
“seven men to good reputation, jull of the Holy Spirit ami wisdom,
whom we may appoint over this business” (Acts 6:3), and they
appointed them to serve. This allowed the twelve to gi
themselves completely to prayer and preaching. What affect
did this have on the church? “And the word of God spread; and
the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jemsalem, and a
great many of the priests were ob̂ ient to the faith” (Acts 6:7).

The place of deacons is an important one, and they don’t
need to infringe on the place of elders to be important. In
fact, when the deacons are in their place, the bishops (elders)
can more successfully carry out their oversight. Paul wrote:
“For those who have served well as deacorrs obtain for themsehes agood
standing and great boldness in the jaith which is in Christ Jesus
(1 Timothy 3:13). Be assured that GREAT battles are won for
the Lord against Satan when elders and deacons stand in their
place.
Evangelists

Among the many types of leaders that God chose, “Hegave
some to be evangelists” (Ephesians 4:11), and has given them a

(1) By being the pastor
Some become the pastor as they preach. We have already

studied that elders (also called bishops and pastors) and not
the preacher, are to oversee the flock (Acts 20:28). Even if an
evangelist assumes the responsibility of apreacher and elder,
he is still “one of the pastors,” and NOT “the pastor.” Only
the Lord in heaven knows how many flocks have been
harmed when apreacher steps aside from his place and
becomes “the pastor.” What does this really mean? It means
that he is attempting to perform as an eldership and evangelist
all in one person, and this is not God’s way. He removes the
elders from their place while stepping out of his.

(2) By compromising truth
Aminister steps out of his place when he seeks unity to the

point of compromising truth. Jesus wanted unity, and prayed
for it (John 17). The Lord is not wilfing that any perish, but
that all come to repentance (2 Peter 3:9). However, He does
not want unity at any price for unity must be on God’s

v e
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terms. Any preacher (regardless of his popularity and past suc¬
cess) that leaves God’s Word and fellowships error to unite,
has stepped out of his place.

(3) By hobby riding
One of the things that has kept thousands of preachers from

standing in their place is hobby riding. Sometimes it may be
necessary to mention the issues that divide, and even mention
by name brethren that are teaching error. Paul did this occa¬
sionally (2 Timothy 4:10; Galatians 2:11). However, when this
is apart of every sermon, and takes priority over the Word, the
speaker is out of his place. Remember, the only antidote
against false issues and false teachers is GOD’S WORD in its full
strength. Let it be always FIRST and FOREMOST in our
preaching.
C o n c l u s i o n :

It is believed that when these three types of God-assigned
leaders (elders, deacons, evangelists) stand in their place, like
the three groups (100 each) of Gideon’s, there will be agreat
victory won for the Lord!

Are you on the Lord’s side? Have you obeyed the gospel?
Remember, faith, repentance, confessing Christ to be the Son
of God, and baptism puts one into Christ. Have you done
this? Have you lived faithfully?
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Is Life Worth Living?

I n t r o d u c t i o n : n . I f W e L i v e To B e N e e d e d
A . This question has been asked by millions, many

say “no
1. 1,000 commit suicide daily (worldwide)
2. 25,000 Americans kills themselves annually
3. Suicide, in 1970 tenth most common

cause of death

Is this because life is not worth living?
1. No, have reached point where they feel it

is not

2. Therefore, important to get inner man
thinking right (Proverbs 23:7)

In this message want to discover the true worth
of l i fe

A . Happy when we live in such away that we are
n e e d e d

1. Example: Boy in newspaper killed all
family;

2. Without being needed, life is avacuum
We must work to avoid this instead of blaming
o t h e r s

5 5

1 f e l t l e f t o u t 5 5C C

B .

B .

1. This is where Christianity helps
2. When properly serving the Lord, feel

n e e d e d

C. Christianity is away of life
1. Paul discovered this (Romans 14:8)
2 . Pau l a l l owed Chr i s t to lead h im

(Philippians 4:13; 1:21)
D. Many feel left out because they neglect

opportunities
1. “Hell begins on the day when God grants

us aclear vision of all that we might have achieved, of all
the gifts which we have wasted, of all that we might have
done which we did not do. .(Gian-Carlo Menotti)

E. When opportunities knock, we better answer
1. Example: Young lady and beautiful

a u t u m n l e a f

2. Rich man lost opportunities forever
(Luke 16:19-31)

F. Christians should utilize every opportunity to do

C .

I. If We Help Others
A. Life is worth living if we help others

1. Happier involved rather than self-centered
2. If Live only for self, self will let us down

B. Cain asked, “Am Imy brother’s keeper (Genesis 4:9)
1. Yes, we need to help bear one another’s

b u r d e n s

C. Jesus illustrated this with the good Samaritan
(Luke 10:30-37)

1. Review His emphasis
D. “If Ican stop one heart ftom breaking,/1 shall

not live in vain;/ If Ican ease one life the aching,/ Or cool
one pain,/ Or help one fainting robin/ Unto his nest
again,/1 shall not live in vain” (Emily Dickinson).

E. James defines pure religion (James 1:27)
F. Paul believed in sharing and bearing with one

a n o t h e r

1. (Romans 14:7; Galatians 6:2)
G. “I’m going your way, so let us go hand in hand.

You help me and I’ll help you. We shall not be here very
long, for soon death, the Imd old nurse, will come back
and rock us aU to sleep” (William Morris).

H. Jesus spent His life ministering to others
1. (1 Timothy 2:5,6)

I. Make apoint to help someone every day
1. When helping others, helping ourselves
2. Happy when following Jesus (1 Peter 2:21)

good
1. Like Dorcas (Acts 9:36-39)

G. Too many want success without eftbrt, must
meet challenges

1. “The heights by great men reached and
kept/ Were not attained by sudden flight,/ But they, while
the!' companions slept,/ Were toiling upward in the night
(Longfellow).

5 5

2. “If we want more roses, we must plant
m o r e t r e e s .

3. “God provides food for the bird, but He
does no t th row i t in to the nes t .

5 5

5 5

m . I f W e A r e T h a n k f u l

A. The only way that God will help us in all areas is
t o b e t h a n k f u l

B. Life is too big to tackle alone. ..you plus God
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equals the majority!
1 . W i t h o u t G o d t h e r e i s f e a r

2. No way to measure the damage caused by

C o n c l u s i o n :
Yes, if these conditions are met, life is worth
living
Solomon tried all physical things, but found life
worth living only if riglit with God
(Ecclesiastes 12:13)
Are you afaithful Christian?
Are you tight with God? Why not respond now?

A .

fear
B .3. Fear strips one of God and courage

He that loses money loses little, he that loses
health loses much, but he that loses courage loses

C . c c

c .aU. 5 3

D .1. Need to thank God for His guidance and
protection

D. Such agreat blessing to know God and live in
A m e r i c a

1. Millions accept blessings without gratitude
2. Visit other countries, and you will see our

blessings
E. Our greatest gratitude should be for spiritual

blessings
1. All spiritual blessings in Christ

(Ephesians 1:3)
2. Christians should give thanks always

(Ephesians 5:20)
3 . B e t h a n k f u l t o b e a n e w c r e a t i o n

(2 Corinthians 5:17)
F. Jesus disappointed when He found ingratitude

1. The lepers (Luke 17:17)
Our greatest possession -athankful heart

1. This leads us to serve the Lord faithfully
2. “A thankful spirit is like sunshine upon

the fields” (Holdcraff).
I V . I f W e A r e A N e w Te s t a m e n t C h r i s t i a n

A. All success on earth will be afailure, if not a
C h r i s t i a n

1. Not enough to be religious, but must
please God

2. (Matthew 7:21)
3. Must seek His word and live by it!

G .

B . Watered-down religion doesn’t make life worth
living

1. This type of religion is vain
(Matthew 15:8,9)

It is agreat feeling when we know that we are
pleasing God

1. Even though way is narrow (Matthew 7:14)
2. Happy destination -Life!

One becomes aNew Testament Christian by:
1. Sincere faith (Hebrews 11:6)
2. Repentance (Acts 2:38)
3. Confessing Christ as Son of God

(Romans 10:9,10)
4. Baptized for remission of sins (Acts 2:38)

Happiness then comes from being anew creation
i n C h r i s t

1. (2 Corinthians 5:17)
2. Then the things discussed in this sermon

wil l be ours

C .

D .

E .
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Is Life Worth Living?
Unto his nest again,
Isha l l no t l i ve i n va in .

Pure religion is defined by James in these words: ‘^To visit
m’phars and widows in their troubk, and to keep oneself unspotted
from the world’’ (James 1:27). We need each other as we walk
together toward eternity. Paul wrote: “For none of us lives to
himself, and no one dies to himself” (Romans 14:7). He com¬
manded the Galatian churches, “Bear one another’s burdens,
and so fulfill the law of Christ” (Galatians 6:2).

William Morris wrote: “I’m going your way, so let us go
hand in hand. You help me and I’ll help you. We shall not be
here very long, for soon death, the kind old nurse, will come
back md rock us all to sleep.” Jesus spent His life and
ministry helping others. His coming to earth was not an
experience for Himself, but to serve others. He came to give
His file in sacrifice so that others might five and enjoy eternal
fife (1 Timothy 2:5,6).

Let us make apoint to help someone each day of our fives,
for when we help others, we are helping ourselves. We can
never follow in the footsteps of Jesus (1 Peter 2:21) until we
share our fives wi th others.

I n t r o d u c t i o n :
his quesdon has been asked by millions through the
years, and it is sad that many have answered “no!” In
fact, we are told that more than 1,000 persons (world¬

wide) commit suicide each day, with more titan 25,000
Americans killing themselves annually. Suicide was reported as
the tenth most common cause of death for aU Amer icans in

1970, and it ranks even higher today. Why? Is it because fife is
not worth living? No! It is because many have reached the
point where they FEEL that fife is not worth living.
Therefore, it becomes important to get our inner man think¬
ing correctly. Solomon was right when he gave this appraisal
of man: “For as he thinks in his heart, so is he” (Proverbs 23:7).
Thousands give up on fife because they never learn to develop
the inner man. In this message, it is hoped tliat all will
d iscover the t rue wor th o f fi fe .

T

If We Help Others
In the first place, fife is worth living if we five to help others.

We are truly happy when we are involved in helping others.
Too often we five only for ourselves. Then, when bad health,
bankruptcy, or disappointments come our way, it threatens
ail that we have -ourselves, and we become unhappy. In the
early history of the human race, Cain, one of the sons of
Adam, asked God: “Am Imy brother’s keeper?” (Genesis 4:9).
The answer was and still is, “yes”! We need to bear one
another’s burdens, and we need to be concerned about each
o t h e r .

Jesus taught the importance of helping others when He
told of aman that was traveling: “from Jerusalem to Jericho, arid
fell amon^ thieves, who snipped him of his clothinpf, wounded him,
and departed, leaving him half dead” (Luke 10:30). Apriest and
aLevite saw him and left him to die. However, aSamaritan
had compassion on him, “and went to him and bande^ed his
wounds, pourity on oil and wine; and he set him on his own
animal, broi^ht him to an inn, and took care of him. On the next
day, when he departed, he took out two denarii, gave them to the
innkeepet; and said to him, ‘Take care of him; and whatevei' more
you spend, when Icome again, Iwill repay you.
Jesus praised this man for being aneighbor to him, and com¬
manded alawyer to “Go and do likewise” (v. 37).

Emily Dickinson had agreat thought when she penned the
fines:

I f W 'e L i ve To Be Needed
In die second place, please note that fife is worth living if we

five to be needed. Anewspaper article appeared afew years
ago reporting of ayoung boy who killed all his family. When
the boy was asked why, his only answer was: “I felt left out!”
One of the basic needs of human beings is to belong, to feel
needed, and when this is lost, fife becomes avacuum. We
must ill work to keep this from happening to us. When one
feels useless, it is not always the fault of the people around us.
Each iDf us has aresponsibility to find where we are needed
and where we can be of help in this fife. This is where Chris-
tianit)' in its purity is agreat asset!

Christianity is away of fife, not just aset of rituals per¬
formed occasionally! It is aChrist-centered fife. “For if we live,
we Im to the Lord; and if we die, we
whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s” (Romans 14:8). Paul
lived this principle in his fife, “L can do all things throî h Christ
who sti'ergthens me” (Philippians 4:13). “For to me, to live is
Christ, and to die is gain” (Philippians 1:21). Many of us reach
the point of feefing left out because we have rejected
thousands of opportunities to do good. The writer (Gian-
Carlo Menotti) put it this way: “Hell begins on the day when
God grants us aclear vision of all that we might have
achieved, of aU the gifts which we have wasted, ofaU that we
might have done which we did not do. ..’’When oppor¬
tunities knock, we had better answer because they may never

die to the Lord. Therefore,

(vs. 34,35).

If Ican stop one heart from breaking,
Ishall not live in vain;
If Ican ease one fife the aching.
Or cool one pain.
Or help one fainting robin return again!
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opportunities for happiness, but close their eyes and rejea
them. Thousands have visited other countries and returned,
thanking God for America. Yes, even America has her prob¬
lems, but for every problem there are hundreds of blessings.

However, our gratitude should not begin and end with
physical blessings. Our greatest blessings for which to be
thankful are spiritual blessings that can be found only in
Christ Jesus (Ephesians 1:3). Paul instructed the Ephesian
Christians: “Giving thanks always for all things to God the Father
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Ephesians 5:20). What a
privilege to be anew creation in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17),
and yet there are those who have been living the Christian life
for years that never feel true gratitude. How easy it is to
receive the blessings of Christ daily, and never thank God
sincerely for them.

During Christ’s ministry. He healed ten lepers while they
were on their way to visit the priest. Do you know how many
returned to thank Him? Only one! “So Jesus answered and said,
‘Were there not ten cleansed? But where are the nine?” (Luke
17:17). How sad He must be today when we fail to be
thankful! Failing to be thankful can destroy our happiness.

It has been said that the greatest possession for which to be
thankful is athankful heart. We are surrounded by more than
enough blessings to make us happy and rich, but we must ac¬
cept them with an open heart. Let us look around and count
our riches. Remember, “A thankful spirit is like sunshine
upon the fields” (Holdcraft).
I f W e A r e A N e w Te s t a m e n t C h r i s t i a n

All the success and happiness we find on earth will be atotal
failure if we are not right with God. It is not enough to just
be religious or to refer to ourselves as Christians, we must
please God. Jesus said: “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Loivi,
Lord, ’shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of
my Father in heaven” (Matthew 7:21). Be assured. His will is
f o u n d i n t h e Wo r d o f G o d !

Happiness in religion does not come from awatered-down
type of religion. Traditions and teachings of men render a
religion vain. When Jesus condemned the Scribes and
Pharisees, He quoted from Isaiah and said: “Thesepeople draw
near to me with their mouth. And honor me with their lips, but
their heart is far from me. And in vain they worship me, teaching as
doctrines the commandments of men” (Matthew 15:8,9).

Be assured that God does have away -He has adivine plan
for man to follow, and He is not pleased with anything less!
One of the greatest feelings in the world is to know that we
are serving and pleasing God. Yes, the way is narrow, and few
find it (Matthew 7:14), but it is worth seeking since its
dest inat ion is l i fe.

When one becomes aNew Testament Christian by faith
(Hebrews 11:6), repentance (Acts 2:38), confessing Christ to be
the Son of God (Bomans 10:9,10), and baptism for the remis¬
sion of sins (Acts 2:38), life becomes new and worth living
(2 Corinthians 5:17). As faithful Christians, all the things we
have discussed in this sermon will be ours -we will share our
lives with others, feel needed, remove fear, and be thankful.

C o n c l u s i o n :
After the wise man Solomon of the Old Testament had

experimented with aU facets of life, seeking to find true hap¬
piness, he came to the following conclusion: “Fear God and
keep his commandments, jbr this is the whole duty of man
(Ecclesiastes 12:13). Have you found happiness by becoming a

One time ayoung lady was reading abook under atree
during the beautiful season of autumn. There came apuff of
wind, and she noticed abig beautiful leaf with multiple
autumn colors float to the ground beside her. She thought.

This is the most beautiful leaf Ihave ever seen, and when I
complete this chapter. I’ll get it.” Afew moments later,
another strong puff of wind blew it away and even if she
could have found it, it would have never been the same. She
lost an opportunity forever.

Tliis illustrates how we can lose opportunities of amore
serious nature in life. The rich man of (Luke 16:19-31) longed
for lost opportunities. When he found there was no hope for
himself, he wanted to warn his brothers, but it was too late.
He had neglected his opportunities to be needed by others
(even the poor beggar named Lazarus that was sick and
hungry) and now everything was lost to him forever.

On one of Paul’s journeys, he found alady named Dorcas.
It was said of her, “This woman was full of good works and
charitable deeds which she did” (Acts 9:36). This woman died,
and still her reputation for good followed her. “And all the
widows stood by him (Peter) weeping, showing the tunics and
garments which Dorcas had made while she was with them” (v.
39). What ajoy it must have been for Peter to use the power
of God to bring her back to life. She was awoman that was
needed !

Too many of us want success in life to be handed to us
without any effort on our part, but this can never be! We
become needed when we meet each challenge, large or small,
with long, hard hours of work. Longfellow must have had
this thought in mind when he wrote:

The heights by great men reached and kept
Were not attained by sudden flight.
But they, while their companions slept.
Were toiling upward in the night.

How true are the sayings: “If we want more roses, we must
plant more trees,” and “Get thy tools ready; God will find
t h e e w o r k . ”

We can all be needed if we will only find our place. We must
believe in God and ourselves -then find our place in life. Never
foiget that God helps only those who help themselves. “God
provides food for the bird, but He does not throw it into the
n e s t .

c c

5 >

I f W e A r e T h a n k f u l
The only way that we can honor God, allow Him to

remove our fears, and to direct our lives, is to be thankful.
When we get on the Lord’s side and live with gratitude in our
hearts, we reduce life to asize that we can handle. One man
with God represents the majority! Those tlrat leave God out
and make an effort to tackle fife alone will have disappoint¬
ment and fear. To find fife worth living, we must conquer
fear! Though we were given the power to speak the speech of
ten thousand great orators, and possessed the wisdom of
Solomon, we would not be able to convey the damage fear
has done to the human race. Why is fear so detrimental to
man? Because it separates him from God and robs him of his
courage, and without courage he is defeated. “He that loses
money loses little, he that loses health loses much, but he
that loses courage loses all.”

We have so much to be thankfi.il for, especially if we five in
America. Whatever our status in fife, we are rich when we five
in America! Our hearts should ache when we think of the
t h o u s a n d s i n t h i s n a t i o n w h o a r e n o t t h a n k f u l - w h o h a v e
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Christian and by living faithfully the Christian life? Will you
respond to the IxDrd’s invitation so that you can be right with
God and find life worth living?
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F O U R E S S E N T I A L S F O R
SIGHTRIGHT

F A I T H I N G O DD O C T R I N E 1TIM. 6:3, 4

F A I T H I N M A NL I F E 1 T I M . 4 : 1 2

A T T I T U D E I S A . 5 5 : 11H E B . 1 1 : 6E P H . 4 : 1 5

FIGHT

G O F O R T HP O W E R O F G O D M K . 1 6 : 1 6

F I G H T S I NP O W E R O F W O R D 1 T I M . 1 : 1 8

F I G H T E R R O R 1 C O R 9 : 2 6R O M . 1 : 1 6E P H . 3 : 1 4 - 1 9

S O U L - W I N N I N G



Four Essentials For Soul

I n t r o d u c t i o n :

A. Soul saving important since (Mark 16:16)
B. Not limited to apostles, but also to us
C. Preaching Gospel is God’s method of soul saving
D. Someone has suggested four essentials;

1. Right, Might, Sight, and Fight
2. Wish to d iscuss these:

I. Soul-Winner Must Be Right
A. Must be right in doctrine

1. Many spend their time promoting error
2. Will fail with God (Matthew 15:13)

Paul told Timothy of true teaching, and warned
against error:

1. (1 Timothy 6:3,4)
Some feel that doctrine is not important

1. Promote error, creeds, and traditions
2. They cut their hearers off from God

(2 John 9)
Paul felt necessity to preach gospel
(1 Corinthians 9:16)

1. Not even angel from heaven -other gospel
(Galatians 1:8,9)

2. Jude said must contend for the faith
(Jiuk 3)

E. Must have the right life -right example
1. (1 Timothy 4:12)
2. Jesus taught to let light shine

(Matthew 5:16)
One must have also the right attitude

1. Can present truth, but fail because of
a t t i t u d e

2. Wrong attitude hides light under bushel
3. Some say, “Truth is aU Ineed!
4. Must present truth with love

(Ephesians 4:15)
Example: Jesus taught woman at well

1. True worship must have both spirit and
truth (John 4:24)

2. Even though truth makes free (John 8:32)
3. Even though Jesus is truth (John 14:6),

must have the right attitude.

n. ASoul-Winner Must Have Might
A. Can’t win souls with own strength ONLY

Must turn God’s power on with prayer
Paul greatest soul-winner of 1st century

1. Depended on Lord’s power
(Ephesians 3:14-19)

2. Ks secret (Philippians 4:13;
Philippians 1:21)

D. Might is also received by word of God
1. Even during miracles, used power of word

(Romans 1:16,17)
2. Powerful sword (Hebrews 4:12)

E. Some think aperverted gospel will reach people
(Galatians 1:7)

1. Deceived, only word of Lord will last
(Matthew 24:35)

m. ASoul-Winner Must Have Sight
A. One must look beyond this life into eternity

1. Must have faith (Hebrews 11:6)
Must point sinner to Holy life here, and to
h e a v e n

C. Heroes of Hebrew 11, died in faith
(Hebrews 11:13)

D. Sight must also include faith in man
1. Majority will be lost, but still the few

(Matthew 7:13,14)
2. Even though wayside, thorns, rocky, still

good soil (Matthew 13:1-23)
Can have faith in some responding because
made in God’s image (Genesis 1:26)

4. Must believe if plant and water, God will
increase (1 Corinthians 3:6)

5 . I f Chr i s t had no t be l i eved tha t some

would accept, wouldn’t have given great
commission (Mark 16:15)

6. Word will not return void (Isaiah 55:11)

IV. ASoul-Winner Must Have Fight
A . S o u l s m u s t b e w o n f r o m t h e d e v i l

B. Jesus fought Satan with sword (Matthew 4:1-11)
C. Must fight to win souls, and live Christian life

1. (Ephesians 6:10-18)

B .

C .

B .

C .

D .
B .

3 .
E .

5 5
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D. Timothy charged to fight (1 Timothy 1:18)
E. Paul was afighter (1 Corinthians 9:26,27)
F. Must fight false teachers and errors

1. Truth sets free Qohn 8:32)
C o n c l u s i o n :

A. Hope you want to be asoul-winner for Jesus
B. Recognize the need for Right, Might, Sight, and

Fight
C. Obey His will today.

*The points for this sermon came from an outline by Joe
Slater, published in “Outreach.
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Four Essentials For Soul Saving

I n t r o d u c t i o n :

ver since Jesus commanded His apostles to go into the
whole world and preach the gospel to every creature
(Mark 16:15), sou saving has been an important sub¬

ject. This assignment was not limited to the apostles, but is
the assignment of all Christians today. Preaching the gospel is
God’s method of saving souls, and we need to do our best in
carrying this out.

Someone has suggested that to save souls, we must be
RIGHT, look to God for MIGHT, preach it with faith and
SIGHT, and attack the devil with agreat FIGHT! These four
words, and what they represent are essentials for soul saving.
Your special attention is desired as we look closely at these
four important words.

ASoul-Winner Must Be Right
Asoul-winner must, first of all, be right in doctrine. There

are those that spend many dedicated hours promoting error
and the doctrines of men. However, Jesus taught, “Every
plant which my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted”
(Matthew 15:13). The God of heaven will not accept false
doctrine. Paul wrote Timothy of the true teachings of the
Ix>rd, and warned him against those that would teach dif¬
ferently: “If anyone teaches otherwise and does not consent to
wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the
doctrine which is accordin£ to godliness, he is proud, knowinpi
nothing, but is obsessed with disputes and arguments over words,
from which come envy, strife, reveling, evil suspicions” (1 Timothy
6:3,4).

There are those that feel that doctrine is not important, and
they devise their creed books based on teachings of men and
traditions. They blindly encourage their hearers to accept
such doctrines, but what they fail to understand is that they
are cutting themselves off from God. John wrote: “Whoever
transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have
God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father
and the Son” (2 John 9). Paul expressed himself about this,
“For if Ipreach the gospel, Ihave nothirg to boast of, for necessity is
laid upon me; yes, woe is me if Ido not preach thegospell” (1 Corin¬
thians 9:16). He also taught the Galatian churches that even
an angel from heaven could not teach another gospel without
being accursed (Galatians 1:8,9). To please God, and to save
souls on His terms, we must have the tight doctrine, and
“contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the
saints” (Jude 3).

We must also have the right life, and set the right example.
How can one lead asoul to Christ without living Christ? To
Paul’s son in the gospel, Timothy, he wrote: “Let no one

despise yiuryouth, but be an example to the believers in word, in con¬
duct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity” (1 Timothy 4:12).
These six things represent the way one lives. When these are
tight in our lives, we reflect the Ught of Jesus. After the Ixjrd
taught His disciples to be like acity on ahill. He concluded,
“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works and glorijy your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16). If
Christ has not changed our lives, how can we expect to
change others to follow Christ?

Along with the tight doctrine and life, one must have the
right attitude. It is possible to present the truth, and still fail
because: of apoor attitude. One of the fastest ways to put a
bushel over our lights is to display an unchristian attitude!
Have you ever heard some say, “The truth is all you need
-I’m not important!” This is not true, because the Lord has
chosen to place truth in our hands, and He wants it
presented properly. Paul gives the formula, “. ..but, speaking
the truth in love,” (Ephesians 4:15).

When Jesus taught the woman at Jacob’s well about true
worshij). He did not teach truth only, but said, “God is Spirit,
arid those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth” (John
4:24). Lven though the truth will make you free Qohn 8:32),
and even though Jesus refers to Himself as being the truth
(John 14:6), truth, to be effective, must be carried out with
the tiglit attitude. Therefore, it is essential to be right in doc¬
trine, life, and attitude for successful soul saving.
ASoiil-Winner Must Have Might

Those who attempt soul-winning by using only their own
strength will fail, because even though human strength must
be used, all must depend on God’s power. It is absolutely
essential in soul-winning to turn on God’s power by sincere
prayer. The greatest soul-winner in the first century church
was Paul. What was the secret to his success? Yes, he was a
great man, but he would be the first to say that he was
nothing without the Lord’s help. To the church at Ephesus
he wrote, “For this reason Ibow my knees to the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, from whom the whole family in heaven aî  earth is
named, that he would grant you, accordirg to the riches of hisglory,
to be strengthened with mght throigh his Spirit in the inner man,
that Christ may dwell in your hearts throigh jdith; that you, being
rooted andgrounded in lave, may be able to comprehend with all the
saints what is the width and length and depth and heght -to know
the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may befilled with
all the fullness of God” (Ephesians 3:14-19). He summed up the
source of his strength in these words, “I can do all things
throigh Christ who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13). Again,
“For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain” (Philippians 1:21).

E
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Might is also received from the power of God’s word. Some
feel that the word is not powerful enough, therefore, they
seek supernatural things such as tongue speaking and
miracles. However, even in the days of miraculous manifesta¬
tions, Paul considered the Word the source of God’s power.
The power he used in soul-winning was the gospel! “For Iam
not ashamed of thegospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salta¬
tion for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.
For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith
(Bomans 1:16,17). Why was the word of God so mighty? The
Hebrew writer answers, “For the word of God is livirg and power¬
ful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, ...” (Hebrews 4:12).

We may be tempted in soul saving to believe that our abili¬
ty, our strength, and our method represent the power, but
this is not true. Those who pervert the gospel (Galatians 1:7)
to please the crowd so that they can be reached, are deceived
in thinking that this is more powerful than the Word. All the
teachings, philosophies, and "wisdom of men will pass, and
only the Word of the Lord will last (Matthew 24:35). It is so
important to trust in prayer and the Word of the Lord for the
might needed in soul winning.
ASoul-Winner Must Have Sight

To get involved successfully in soul-winning, one must be
able to have the proper sight. One must be able to look
beyond the present time and even into eternity. Therefore,
our sight must include faith in God, and if we seek souls
without it, we are defeated before we begin. “But without
faith it is impossible to please him, for he who comes to God must
believe that he is, and that he is arewarder of those who dilgently
seek him” (Hebrews 11:6).

The goal of every soul-winner is to point the ones being
taught to aholy life while on earth, and to an eternal one in
heaven. This can be done only when we believe the many
promises which are yet to come. All the heroes of faith listed
in Hebrews 11, “. ..died in faith, not having received the
pvmises, but having seen them afar ojf were assured of them,
embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims
on the earth” (Hebrews 11:13). They had asî t that was not
limited to this physical earth, but by faith penetrated even
into eternity.

One’s sight must also include faith in man. Even though
the majority, as Jesus taught will be lost (Matthew 7:14),
there are always the few that will respond, and we must
believe this in soul-winning. Even though some seed will fall
by the wayside, some will be choked by thorns, and some will
not produce because of the stones, there will always be the
good soil that will produce fruit (Matthew 13:1-23). Why can
we have this kind of frith in man? Because he has asoul made

in God’s image (Genesis 1:26), and can be touched by the
preaching of God’s word. Therefore, we must believe that
when the seed is planted and watered that God WILL give
the increase (1 Corinthians 3:6).

If Christ had not believed that the gospel would produce
saved souls. He would not have commanded His apostles to
go preach it! Isaiah quotes God: “So shall my word be that goes
forth from my mouth; It shall not return to me void, but it shall
accomplish what Iplease, and it shall prosper in the thitg for which
Isent it” (Isaiah 55:11). Do we have this kind of sight today?
ASoul-Winner Must Have Fight

The fourth essential for soul-winning is fight! Souls have to
be won from the devil and sin, and this represents aforceful
battle. Just as an army goes forth to fight, Christians are also

sent forth. “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every
creature” (Mark 16:15). It is not easy to teach most sinners to
the point that they will give up sin, but with astrong battle
waged, some can be won. With prayer and the word, the
dê  can be defeated if we are willing to fight. Jesus was able
to put Satan on the run after fighting him with the sword,
the Word of God (Matthew 4:1-11), and we can fight with the
same sword. The real question that each of us must answer is,
“Are we willing to fight?” It is sad, but true, that so many
want to win the battle without afight. They want sin to sur¬
render without going through the pains of battle.
Remember, in Christianity, the war is never over as long as we
live. We fight sin in winning others, and we fight sin in our
own lives as Christians (Ephesians 6:10-18). Paul gave Timothy
the following command: “This charge Icommit to you, son
Timothy, according to the prophets previously made concerning you,
that by them you may wage the good warfare” (1 Timothy 1:18).
His and our success depends on waging agood warfare!

The fight in soul-winning must also include the fighting of
error. The apostle Paul was afighter for the Lord, and he
fought to win. “Thus Ifight: not as one who beats the air. But I
discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when Ihave
preached to others, Imyself should become disqualified” (1 Corin¬
thians 9:26,27).

You might think that with the Bible so attainable that error
would be destroyed, but not so! All centuries (even in Paul’s
day) have been infested with false teachers, and the only way
to win is to fight strongly with the Word. We must never
forget that error binds and condemns the soul, but truth sets
it free (John 8:32). When we become lax and stop fighting the
battle, error is spread more rapidly. Therefore, we must be
good soldiers in the Lord’s army and fight courageously if we
are to win souls.

C o n c l u s i o n :

It is hoped that all of you want to be asoul-winner for
Jesus, and that you will recognize the essentiality of these
four great principles: RIGHT, MIGHT, SIGHT, and FIGHT.
May God bless ̂ that will put forth an effort to save souls on
God’s terms. Obey His will today!
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W H O M C A N O N E B L A M E

I F L O S T ?
N o t G o d

N o t C h r i s t

Not Holy Spirit



Whom Can One Blame If Lost?

2. Therefore, can’t blame God if lost!

F. Why was God so anxious to save lost mankind?
1. Loyc (John 3:16)
2. God is love (1 John 4:8)
3. Love motivated salvation (1 Timothy 2:3,4)
4. Explains why gospel was preached

(Tomans 1:16,17)
5. Thus, no way to blame God if lost!

n . O n e C a n n o t B l a m e C h r i s t
A. Can’t blame Christ, didn’t leave astone

u n t u r n e d

1. Left heaven to become flesh (John 1:14)
2. Left riches to come to poverty

(2 Corinthians 8:9)
B. Why would Jesus make such asacrifice?

1. To bring salvation -asalvation mission
2. Came to taste of death for others

(Hebrews 2:9)
3. Could never blame Jesus if lost
4. Love motivated Him to lay down His life

(1 John 3:16)
C. Jesus extended the invitation for salvation

1. (Matthew 11:28-30)
2. All His actions show His interest in saving

the los t

I n t r o d u c t i o n :

A. Jesus makes most startling statement
(Matthew 7:13,14)

1. Jesus is saying that majority will be lost
B . N o t u n r e a s o n a b l e s t a t e m e n t

1. Only fraction of world know true God
2. Only fraction in U.S. actively follow

religion
3. Majority of religions following creed books
4. Even in New Testament church, majority

do not serve

C. Only the few are giving their all to God’s will
1. Thus, Jesus says few will find it

D. This brings us to the question, “Whom can one
blame if lost?

1. May we seek the answer!
I . O n e C a n n o t B l a m e G o d

A. God has always been interested in man’s salvation
1. Chosen before foundation of world

(Ephesians 1:4)
B. Even in the Garden of Eden, only one tree

f o r b i d d e n

1. They could eat of all others -very fair
2. After sin, God still fair (Genesis 3:15)

C. The human race multiplied, so did sin
1. God sorry He had made man (Genesis 6:6)
2. Destroyed all except eight souls, but still

l o v e d

3. From one of Noah’s sons, gave apromise
(Genesis 12:3)

D. This nation was born, God went all the way to
perserve it

1. Gave them Moses, agreat leader
2. Gave them aspiritual tribe Levite to help

spiritually
3. Gave them apattern for tabernacle
4. Gave them aspecial law to guide them
5. Even their rebellion did not stop God

from bringing Savior
E. God allowed His prophets to foretell the Messiah

1. Out of rebellion, saved one tribe to bring
Jesus

5 ?

The Lord doesn’t want any lost (2 Peter 3:9)D .

Also showed His interest in salvation, by His
Uving

E .

1. Taught others how to follow to gain life
2. Taught them how to love others, and

w h a t t o h a t e

3. Taught them good morals in families, as
neighbors, and in business

4. Taught them how to be good citizens in
His kingdom
a. (Matthew 16:18)

F. His mission to earth summed up (Luke 19:10)
1. No way one can blame Jesus if lost!

m. One Cannot Blame The Holy Spirit
A. Many things that we do not understand about

the Holy Spirit
1. Know for sure, one person in Godhead,
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and concerned about man ’s sa lva t ion

Jesus promised the coming of Holy Spirit
(John 14:26)

1. Promised aposdes Holy Spirit baptism
(Acts 1:5,8)

Coming of Holy Spirit involved in conversion of
3,000 (Acts 2)

1. Helped make birthday of church agreat
beginning

Work of Holy Spirit continued after Pentecost
1. Apostles baptized in the three persons of

G o d h e a d

a. (Matthew 28:19)
2. Guided the authors of the New Testament

(2 Peter 1:21)
3. Brought all scriptures (2 Timothy 3:16,17)

Would not know way of salvation without Holy
Spirit
Spirit also invites sinners to salvation

1. (Revelation 22:17)
2. Can’t blame Holy Spirit if lost

B .

C .

D .

E .

F .

I V . O n e M u s t B l a m e S e l f
A . Since one cannot blame Godliead if lost, must

b l a m e s e l f

1. God has provided salvation in its fullness
2. He has never forced as inner to be saved

Offered ONLY to those that accept by obedience
1. In (Acts 2) thousands saved, but thousands

B .

l o s t

C . Why were thousands lost?
1. Would not receive the word and baptism

(vs. 40,41)
2. Only those that obey the gospel will be

saved

a. (2 Thessahnians 1:8)
How does asinner obey the gospel?

1. By becoming apenitent believer
2. By confessing Christ to be the Son of God
3. By being buried and raised in the act of

baptism
a. (Romans 6:1^)

4. This makes one aservant of righteousness
(Romans 6:17)

D .

C o n c l u s i o n :
A . Only one way that saves -the gospel

1. Other teachings will be lost
(Matthew 15:13,14)

Only those that do the Father’s will -saved
1. (Matthew 7:21)
2. This will put you on the narrow way to

B .

l i fe

C . If you don’t choose salvation, can blame ONLY
yourself for being lost!
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W h o m C a n O n e B l a m e I f L o s t ?

I n t r o d u c t i o n :

In Matthew 7:13,14, Jesus perhaps made the most star¬tling statement of His ministry. He said: “Enter by the
narrow£ate; for wide is thê ate â  broad is the way that leads

to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. Because narrow is
thegate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few
who find it. ”Any way you read this, Jesus is saying that the
vast majority of the world will be lost.

T h i s i s n o t a n u n r e a s o n a b l e s t a t e m e n t w h e n w e t h i n k

about it. The world with its billions has only asmall percent
that know about the true God of the Bible. Even in our own

nation, the majority do not actively follow areligion based on
the Bible, because their god is the world. When we focus in
on all religions in America, the majority are following creed
books based on traditions and opinions of men, and religion
is not that serious to them. Then coming on down to diose
that are striving to restore the New Testament church, it is
obvious that the majority do not work to be faithful Chris¬
tians putting the church first.

This leaves the faithful few that are giving their best to
spread the gospel and promote church growth. Therefore, it
becomes easier to understand the Lord’s shocking statement
that only afew will find the way to eternal life.

Now to the question, “Whom can one blame if lost.^” May
we seek the answer.

O n e C a n n o t B l a m e G o d

From the very beginning, and even before He made man,
God has been interested in mankind being saved. Paul assured
the Ephesian Christians that “He chose us in him brfore the foun¬
dation of the world, ...” (Ephesians 1:4). When God placed
Adam and Eve in the garden. He showed fairness to them.
He told them that they could eat of all the trees except one.

Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; but of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you
eat of it you shall surely die” (Genesis 2:16,17). If God had
allowed them to eat of only one, and all others forbidden, we
might have thought Him unfair, but He gave them all trees
except one.

Even after man and woman disobeyed Him, God still
showed His desire for their salvation! He could have said,
“I’m through with you, and since you have brought on
yourself death, you shall die forever,” but instead. He pro¬
mised them hope over the seed of the serpent through the
“seed of woman” (Genesis 3:15).

The human race began to multiply, and so did sin to the
point that, “the Lord was sorry that he had made man on the
earth, and he was grieved in his heart” (Genesis 6:6). The world

was so evil that He destroyed all except eight souls in aflood,
but God still showed (through these eight) that He wanted
mankind to be saved. From one of the sons of Noah, Shem,
God began aspecial race. He later promised Abraham that
He woifld make of him agreat nation, “And in you all the
families of the earth shall be blessed” (Genesis 12:3).

This special nation was born and God made every effort to
keep them in acovenant relationship with Him for their
salvation and the salvation of others. He gave them agreat
leader, Moses, and set aside one of the twelve tribes (Levite)
to help them with spiritual faithfulness. He gave them apat¬
tern for atabernacle so that all kinds of o&rings could be
made for their sins. He gave them aspecial law to guide them
in the pathway of righteousness, but they continually turned
their backs on God, and sought sin and idolatry. However,
this did not stop God from showing His love for their salva¬
tion. He sent many prophets to teach and warn them, but
the majority continued in their sinful ways. Even when God
would have to punish them. He would still call them to re¬
pent and return to Him.

In the midst of their rebellion, God allowed His prophets
to foretell the coming of the Messiah that would save those
that would obey Him. Even though ten of the twelve tribes
became so evil that God gave them up to the world. He was
still able to perserve the tribe of Judah through which the
Savior would come. Therefore, how can anyone blame God if
they are lost?

Why was God so concerned about man being saved? Jesus
gives the answer: “For God so loved the world that hegave his only
b^otten Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have
everlastirg life” (John 3:16). Since God is love (1 John 4:8), it is
love that motivates Him to save the lost. Paul recognized this
principle when he wrote: “For this is good and acceptable in the
sght of God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to
come to the knowletfi;e of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:3,4). This
should explain why that God gave the Gospel and wanted it
preached to the world, because, “for it is the power of God to
salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the
Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to
faith;” (Bomans 1:16,17). There is no way that anyone can
blame God if they are lost!
O n e C a n n o t B l a m e C h r i s t

Neither can one blame Jesus Christ, the Son of God, if he is
lost, because He did not leave astone unturned to make the
way of salvation possible. Before coming to earth to flesh, the
Lord Jesus had the riches and glories of heaven. When He left
heaven to become flesh (John 1:14), He went from riches to

C C
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poverty! “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
thotgh he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that you
throigh his poverty mght become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9).

Why did Jesus give up all these riches to become poor? It
was for the purpose of providing salvation for all. Jesus’ trip
from heaven to earth was asalvat ion mission. He didn’t come

to just live on the earth, but to die for all. “But we see Jesus,
who was made alittle lower than the angels, for the sujfering of
death crowned with glory and honor, that he, by the grace of God,
mght taste death for everyone (Hebrews 2:9). Then, how could
anyone ever point their finger at Jesus and blame Him for
their being lost? Every step He took, every act He performed,
and every pain He suffered was motivated by love for lost
humanity. John wrote, “By this we know love, because he laid
down his life for us. And we also oight to lay down our lives for the
brethren” (1 John 3:16).

Jesus wanted the lost to be saved, and extended His invita¬
tion of love. “Come to me, all you who labor and are heavy laden,
and Iwillgive you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me,
for Iam gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is Ight” (Matthew
11:28-30). Doesn’t this sound like one that is interested in
our salvation? Could anyone ever blame Him if they are lost?
The aposde Peter described the Lord’s feelings toward the
lost in these words: “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise,
as some count slackness, but is lorgsujferirg toward us, not willifg
that any should perish but that all should come to repentance
(2 Peter 3:9).

Not only did Jesus show His concern for the lost by dying,
but also by living. During His ministry on earth, He taught
those that would follow Him how to live to prepare for eter¬
nal salvation. He taught them how to feel toward their
enemies, friends, neighbors, and femilies. He taught them
how to conduct their business and how to respond to the
laws of the land. In short. He taught them how to be faithful
citizens in His church or kingdom that He would buUd
(Matthew 16:18). Everything that Jesus did while on earth
can be summed up in the words, “For the Son of Man has come
to seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10). Therefore,
no one can ever point their finger at Jesus and blame Him for
their being lost.
One Cannot Blame The Holy Spirit

We may spend several hours studying the Holy Spirit and
then declare that there are many things that we do not
understand about Him, but there is one thing that is crystal
clear. The Holy Spirit is one of the persons in the Godhead,
and He is concerned about the salvation of lost humanity. As
Jesus made preparations to die and return to His father. He
promised His apostles the coming of the Holy Spirit. “But the
Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Fathei' will send in my name, he
will teach you all thirgs, and bring to your remembrance all thirgs
that Isaid to you” (John 14:26). One of the last things that
Jesus said to His apostles before ascending, was about the
promise of the Holy Spirit: “For John truly baptized with water,
hut you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from
now. ...But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you; and you shall be -witnesses to me in Jerusalem, and all
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:5,8).

The great event of three thousand souls in Acts 2took place
because of the coming of the Holy Spirit. His coming made
the noise “as of arushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole
house where they were sitting” (v. 2). This brought the large
crowd together to hear Peter and the other apostles preach

the gospel. All nations represented could understand in their
own language because of the power of the Holy Spirit (vs.
5-11). Thus, the Holy Spirit helped make this agreat day of
salvation and apowerful beginning for the Lord’s church.
Just t.hink of what this day would have been like without the
coming of the Spirit! No, the Holy Spirit cannot be blamed if
one is lost.

The work of the Holy Spirit does not end with this great
beginning, but continues throughout the spread of salvation
to the world. When Jesus sent His aposdes forth to teach and
bapti2,e. He commanded: “baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19). To
show EEs interest further in salvation of lost humanity, the
Holy Spirit guided the authors of the Bible to record the
word of God to be preached. Peter writes: “Forpvphecy never
came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were
moved by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:21). Paul wanted his son in
the gospel, Timothy to know that: “AllScripture isgiven by in-
spiratum of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correc¬
tion, Jhr instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be
complete, thoroighly equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy
3:16,17). How would we know about the Savior, the gospel,
and how to obey it if it were not for the Word of God given
us by the Holy Spirit? Yes, He has also made every effort for
man’s salvation, and cannot be blamed if one is lost.

Near the close of the New Testament, Jesus issued the great
invitation and included the Spirit: “And the Spirit and the bride
say, ‘Come!’ And let him who hears say, ‘Come!’And let him who
thirsts come. And whoever desires, let him take the water of life free¬
ly” (Rwelation 22:17). Therefore, there is no way to blame the
Holy Spirit if one is lost!

9 }

O n e M u s t B l a m e S e l f
Since one cannot blame God, Christ, or the Holy Spirit if

he or she is lost, who is to be blamed? The answer, self. God
has provided salvation in its fullness, but He has never forced
asinner to accept. The beauty of salvation is offered ONLY to
those that save themselves by obedience. On that marvelous
day of Pentecost when three thousand obeyed and were saved
(Acts 2), there were thousands that went away lost. Why?
Because they would not obey the gospel. After Peter finished
his sermon, he said, “Be saved from this perverse generation. Then
those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about
three thousand souls were added to them” (Acts 2:40,41).

Even though the Godhead wants all that are lost saved, on¬
ly those that obey the gospel (death, burial, and resurrection
of Christ) will be saved. When Paul wrote of Christ’s coming,
he said He would come with His angels: “Ln Jlamirg fire
taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do
not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Thessalonians 1:8).

How does asinner obey the gospel? He obeys by dying to
sin by becoming apenitent believer that confesses Christ to
be the Son of God, and by being buried and raised from bap¬
tism to walk in newness of life (Romans 6:1-4). The sinner
obeys aform of the death, burial and resurrection of Christ
and becomes aservant of righteousness (Romans 6:17).
C o n c l u s i o n ;

The:'e are many ways presented by man to be saved, but
only one way, the gospel, is in the New Testament. These
other ways will cause millions to travel the broad way to
destruction. Jesus taught: “Every plant which my heavenly
Father has not planted will be uprooted. Let them abne. They are
blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind leads the blind, both will
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jhll into nditch” (Matthew 15:13,14). You don’t have to be
lost, just do the Father’s will (Matthew 7:21), and you will be
on the narrow way that leads to life, if you don’t choose
salvation on the Lord’s terms, you can blame ONLY yourself
if you are lost!
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P o r t r a i t O f C h r i s t ’ s C h u r c h
P a r t 1

in. It Taught God’s Only Way
To B e S a v e d

A. Only the preaching of the gospel acceptable
1. (Galatians 1:8,9; 1Corinthians 9:16;

Romans 1:16,17)
B. Paul preached death, burial, and resurrection

(1 Corinthians 15:1-^)
C. Sinners taught to: obey the gospel (Romans 6:17)

1. Believe -(Mark 16:16; John 8:24; 20:30,31)
2. Repent -(Acts 2:38; 3:19)
3. Confess Jesus to be the Christ

(Romans 10:9,10)
4. Baptized -buried and raised

(Romans 6:4; Colossians 2:12)
D. Why be baptized?

1. Remission of sins (Acts 2:38)
2. Sins washed away (Acts 22:16)
3. To get into Christ (Galatians 3:26,27)
4. To be added to the church (Acts 2:47)

IV. Shared Gospel With Others
A. Jesus taught that fields were white (John 4:35)

1. Labor shortage
B. Church “pillar and ground of the truth

(1 Timothy 3:15)
1 . To o k t r u t h t o t h e w o r l d

I n t r o d u c t i o n :

A. In police work -portraits are valuable
1. A l l c r imina l ’s character is t ics are recorded

(Scars, fingerprints, weight, height, etc.)
B. These help them identify the right person
C. The New Testament gives aportrait of Christ’s

c h u r c h

1. Many impostors in world (2 Pete}' 2:1,2)
2. Only churches with true portrait -belong

t o C h r i s t

D. Observe some characteristics of this portrait:
I. Jesus Is Founder And Foundation

A. Promised to build His church (Matthew 16:18)
1. Kept His promise (birthday -Acts 2)
2. Any church founded BEFORE or AFTER

Acts 2, is not His church!
B. Foundation -“Jesus, the Christ, the Son of

God” (Matthew 16:16-18)
C. No other foundation allowed (1 Corinthians 3:11)
D. Jesus -Chief cornerstone (Ephesians 2:19,20)

1. Many today look to some man -use his
c reed book .

5 3

n. Had Its Beginning In Jerusalem,
A . D . 3 3

A . This place foretold through the prophets
1. (Isaiah 2:2,3)
2. “Lord’s House” -“Church of the living

God” (1 Timothy 3:15)
First Gospel sermon preached

1. Jesus had told apostles to preach.
Repentance and remission of sins

(Luke 24:46,47)
2. Peter preached -“hearts cut” (Acts 2:37)
3. Repent, be baptized, remission of sins

(Acts 2:38)
4. 3,000 -believed -“gladly received word

(Acts 2:41)
5. 3,000 baptized and added (Acts 2:41)
6. Those not baptized -refused His word
7. Lord added daily the saved (Acts 2:47)

C. Believed and practiced (Mark 16:15,16;
Matthew 28:18-20)

D. Saved to bear fhiit (John 15:1-8)
C o n c l u s i o n :B .

These represent first four characteristics of the
portrait of the New Testament church

1 . F o u r o t h e r s i n a n o t h e r s e r m o n

Based on these first four, have you found the
N e w Te s t a m e n t c h u r c h ?

1. Have you obeyed God’s way of salvation?
If not, why not now?

A .
3 3( C

B .

3 3

C .
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P o r t r a i t O f C h r i j j t ’ s C h u r c h
P a r t 1

I n t r o d u c t i o n :

npolice work we are told that portraits are of great value,
because these “mug shots” (as they are called) help iden¬
tify many criminals. Also each criminal has his

characteristics recorded such as scars, fingerprints, weight,
height, etc. so that (in the future) should he go wrong he can
be i den t i fied .

The New Testament gives an accurate portrait of Christ’s
church, and every characteristic can be identified. It is so
important to find these and identify the true church, because
many impostors are in the world. Peter warned: “But there
were false prophets amor̂  the people, even as there will be false
teachers among you, who will secretly brinp in destructive heresies,
even denyiiy the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves
swift destruction. Arid many will follow their destructive ways,
because of whom the way of truth will be blasphemed” (2 Peter
2:1,2).

Therefore, be assured that only the church with the
characteristics of the true portrait belongs to Christ. This is
the only one He purchased with His own blood (Acts 20:28).
Let us observe some of the characteristics of this portrait.
Jesus Is Founder And Foundation

While Jesus was involved in His successful ministry. He
made avery important promise to His apostles. In aconversa¬
tion at Caesarea Philippi He promised after Peter said He was
the Christ: “And on this rock Iwill build my church, and the

gates of Hades shall not prevail against it” (Matthew 16:18). On
this same occasion. He promised to give Peter the keys to this
kingdom or church, which would be used for binding and
loosing (v. 19). Jesus kept this promise because in (Acts 2) we
read of the birthday of His church. The promises of the Old
Testament prophets as well as those promises were all fulfilled
on this first Jewish Pentecost feast after Jesus was resurrected.

This is the time that Jesus founded His church and any
c h u r c h f o u n d e d B E F O R E o r A F T E R A c t s 2 i s n o t H i s

church. It matters not how big, how many followers, or how
rich in material resources achurch may be, unless Jesus is its
founder, it is nothing more than aman-made church that will
pass away with the earth. This is an important characteristic
o f H i s c h u r c h - H e m u s t b e t h e f o u n d e r !

When one finds Jesus as the founder, he will also find the
only true foundation -Christ, the Son of the living God. This
is the foundation on which Jesus told Peter He would build
His church. His church ei ther stands or fal ls on this truth. I f

one could prove that He is NOT the Christ, His church
would crumble, but when one proves that He IS the Christ,
not even Hades can prevail against it (Matthew 16:18).

Th is is why Paul declared: “For no other foundation can anyone
lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians
3:11). Paul is not saying that another foundation could not be
laid, but it could not be laid and stand! False teachers lay all
kinds of foundations, but only one can be laid to stand -Jesus
C h r i s t .

When writing to the Ephesians, Paul reminded them that
they were no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow
citizens with the saints and members of the household of
God. Then he explains how this was made possible. They had
“beer, built on the jhundation of the apostles and pivphets, Jesus
Christ himself beirg the chief cornerstone” (Ephesians 2:19,20).
What foundation did the apostles lay.? They preached Jesus as
die founder and foundation -they preached Him as the chief
cornerstone. They did not preach that the church was to be
founded on themselves, but rather upon their teaching that
Jesus is the Christ. To find the true portrait of Christ’s church
toda)', we must preach and accept the same. Many today look
at some religious leader of the past and promote acreed book
to support their denomination, but this is wrong. We must
seek the New Testament portrait of Christ’s Church if we
please God.

HacL Its Beginning In Jerusalem, A.D. 33
When one further searches for the true portrait of Christ’s

churc h, he must look for its place of origin. To do this, it is
important to find God’s promises through His prophets of
the Old Testament, and then seek their fulfillment in the
New. Let us turn to the great spokesman for God, Isaiah. He
foretells: “Now it shall come to pass in the latter days that the
mountain of the Landes house shall be established on the top of the
mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall
flow to it. Many people shall come and say, ‘Come, and let us go up
to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; He will
teach us his ways, and we shall walk in his paths. ’For out of Zion
shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem
(Isaiah 2:2,3).

Isaiah is foretelling the coming of the “Lord’s house.
How do we know that the Lord ’s house is the church? Paul

writes to Timothy so he will know how to conduct himself
in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the

pillar andgroumi of the truth” (1 Timothy 3:15). Notice further
asummation of the things foretold: (l) Will be established
on the top of the mountains. (2) All nations shall flow to it.
(3) W!any will be taught to walk in His paths. (4) The word
would go forth from Jerusalem.

In Acts 2, A.D. 33, each of these prophecies were fulfilled.
It was on amountain, in the city of Jerusalem, with all

I

? ?

C C .
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that the world needed salvation. “Do you mt say, ‘There are
still four months and then comes the harvest’? Behold, Isay to you,
lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for
harvest!” (John 4:35). Even in Christ’s time they had alabor
shortage, and the same problem exists today. This shortage
must not discourage us from sharing the gospel with others.
He used afew then to spread the gospel to the world, and he
can do the same now.

We must not lose sight that His church is “the pillar and
ground of the truth” (1 Timothy 3:15), and this truth must be
taken to all the world (Mark 16:15,16). Yes, Jesus’ assign¬
ment to teach all nations was and is the bluest assignment
ever given (Matthew 28:18-20), however, we must never lose
sight of the fact that it is also the most important! Saving
souls is the Lord’s way for His disciples to stay alive as a
branch on the vine and bear fruit (John 15:1-8), and there will
be serious consequences when fruit is not borne!
C o n c l u s i o n :

nations present, and Peter and the other apostles preached
the way of righteousness. These men (with Peter taking the
lead) bound and loosed what Jesus wanted as they were
guided by the Holy Spirit. They pteached “Repentance and
Remission of sins” just as Jesus had commanded (Luke 24:47).

In this first gospel sermon, Peter preached the Christ to the
point that they were “cut to the heart” (Acts 2:37). Then as
believers, they wanted to know what to do. Peter told them
to: “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins” (v. 38). We are told that 3,000
souls who “pfladly received his word were baptized” (v. 41). There
were thousands on this occasion that were NOT baptized.
Why? Because they did not “gladly receive his word. ”Who are
all those today that refuse to be baptized for the remission of
sins (v. 38)? Those that will not gladly receive the word!

What happened to those that “gladly received his word and
baptized?” They were added and saved: “And the Lord

added to the church daily those who were being saved” (v. 47).
Everything in the Bible points to this part of the portrait as
being the time and place of the beginning of Christ’s church.
Thus, any other time or place becomes aman-made church
and not that of the Lord’s!

w e r e

These first four characteristics of the portrait of Christ’s
church are very important and must be present before one
can obey and please God. In the next sermon, four others will
be considered, but please ask yourself, “have Ifound these
four in my hfe? Have Iobeyed God’s ONLY way of salvation?
If you must answer “no,” why wait, why not obey now?

It Taught God’s Only Way To Be Saved
Since the Lord’s church was established, there has been a

lot of preaching, but only the preaching of the gospel is
acceptable. The word of God is forceful on this point. Paul
wrote that man or angel could not get by preaching another
gospel without being accursed (Galatians 1:8,9). Paul wrote of
his own preaching: “For if Ipreach the gospel, Ihave nothirg to
boast of, for necessity is laid upon me; yes, woe is me if Ido not preach
the gospel!” (1 Corinthians 9:16). Why was Paul so insistent in
preaching the gospel? Why was he NOT ashamed of the
gospel? His answer: “For it is the power of God to salvation for
everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek”
(Romans 1:16).

Since the gospel (the good news) he preached was the
death, burial and resurrection of Jesus, (1 Corinthians 15:1-4),
this excluded anything else in the world. This way of salvation
was acharacteristic of the portrait of Christ’s church in the
first century, and must be the same today.

When this gospel was preached, sinners were commanded
to obey it (Romans 6:17). How does asinner obey the death,
burial and resurrection of Christ? He must first DIE to sin
(Romans 6:2) by becoming abeliever (Mark 16:16; John 8:24;
20:30,31), repenting of sins (Acts 2:38, 3:19), and be willing
to confess his faith in Christ (Romans 10:9,10). Then there
must be the BURIAL and the RESURRECTION! How does
the sinner accomplish these two? Paul tells how he and others
did it: “Therefore we were buried with him throigh baptism into
death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by theglory of the
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life” (Romans 6:4;
Colossians 2:12).

What was the purpose of obeying the gospel? To receive the
remission of sins (Acts 2:38), to have sins washed away (Acts

into Christ” (Galatians 3:26,27), and to be22:16), to get
added to His church (Acts 2:47). The New Testament portrait
of Christ’s church taught God’s only way to be saved, and
the same must be taû t today!
Shared The Gospel With Others

This fourth characteristic in the portrait of Christ’s church
is also very important. Those saved were taught to save
others. During Jesus’ ministry'. He impressed on His disciples
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P o r t r a i t O f C h r i s t ’ s C h u r c h
P a r t 2

I n t r o d u c t i o n : C. The Word of God will be our only book of
i n s t r u c t i o n

1. (2 Timothy 2:15, 3:16,17)
2. This also applies to commands to

ind i v i dua l s i n chu rch

3. Will follow Him in: Morality, speech, and
example.

The Eight Organization
A. Many religions have made up their own

organization
1. One reason why they have creed books

B. The divine portrait calls for Elders in every
church (Acts 14:23).

1. They must be qualified (1 Timothy 3:1-7;
Titus 1:5-9)

C. These men appointed: Fed the church, were
overseers, shepherds, did
not lord it over the flock,
and watched fo r the i r

souls (1 Pete)' 5:1-4).
D. It had evangelists to preach the word

(2 Timothy 4:1,2)
E. Always allowed Christ to be the head

(Cobssians 1:18)

IV. ADedicated Membership
A. The name they wore, suggested their way of life

1. Christian (Acts 11:26; Acts 26:28;
1Peter 4:16)

B. They did not allow fear to stop them
1. Some put to death (Acts 7)
2. Some thrown in prison (Acts 8:3,4)

C. Exhorted one another not to forsake the
assembly

1. (Hebrews 10:25)
2. (1 Corinthians 15:58; Galatians 6:9)

D. Did good unto all men, especially Christians
1. (Galatians 6:10)

E. Practiced pure religion (James 1:27)
C o n c l u s i o n :

A. This portrait is in New Testament to help us
i m i t a t e C h r i s t ’ s c h u r c h

1. But we must use i t

Looked at first four characteristics of portrait in
Part 1

L e a r n e d :

A .

B .

Jesus is the founder and foundation
2. “It began in Jerusalem, A.D. 33
3. “It taught God’s only way of Salvation
4. “Shared the gospel tvith others

C. Wish to continue by studying four other
character is t ics o f Chr is t ’s church

I. Important because Jesus died for His
church (Acts 20:28)

I. Worshipped In Spirit And Truth
A. Many feel that any kind of worship is

acceptable
1. Jesus taught worship can be vain

(Matthew 15:7-9, 13).
B. Only one acceptable worship, “Spirit and in

truth” (John 4:24).
C. Most of you know that we are to worship:

1. Preaching the word (2 Timothy 4:2)
2. Singing, making melody in hearts

(Ephesians 5:19)
3. Observe Lord’s Supper on first day of

week (Acts 20:7)
4. Pray (Ephesians 6:18)
5. Giving as prospered (1 Corinthians 16:2)

D. But how do we feel about worshipping in spirit.>
1. The same “must” is appHed to spirit as to

t r u t h !

2. Review the 5acts of worship, apply to
carrying them out in spirit.

3. Do we have our hearts, minds, thoughts,
and understanding in them?

n. Had The Proper Authority
A. Jesus was given ALL AUTHORITY

(Matthew 28:18)
I. This leaves out all earthly leaders that claim

headship
B . C h r i s t i s t h e O N LY h e a d o f H i s c h u r c h

(Ephesians 1:22,23; Cohssmts 1:18).
1. Lord’s church guided by Holy Spirit -

through the Word (John 16:13)

5 51. C C
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B. Only this portrait will please the Lord
1. Have you obeyed Him?
2. Are you amember of His church?
3. Are you feithful in His church?
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P o r t r a i t O f C h r i s t ’ s C h u r c h
P a r t 2

be wrong. The preaching, singing, Lord’s Supper, praying
and giving must be done in the right spirit. Listening to the
preaching must be done in reverence for God and to learn of
His Word. The singing must be done from the heart, and
with spirit and understanding (1 Corinthians 14:15). The
Lord’s Supper must be observed in aworthy manner by
remembering the Lord’s death and body (1 Corinthians
11:23-30). Prayers must be prayed sincerely from the heart by
faith (James 1:5,6). When one gives, he must do so pur¬
posefully, cheerfully, and as prospered (1 Corinthians 16:2;
2Corinthians 9:7).

This is the only kind of worship that God will accept today
because it is apart of the New Testament portrait of the
Lord’s church. Man-made churches have changed the wor¬
ship to please the majority, but are they pleasing God? Some
people adhere strictly to the truth of worship without con¬
sideration for the spirit of worship, but are they pleasing God?
Had The Proper Authority

Before the portrait of Christ’s church can be found, one
must find the proper authority, because achurch either rises
or falls on the right authority. Just before assigning His
aposdes the task of teaching the whole world the gospel,
Jesus said, “All authority has been given to me in heaven and on
earth” (Matthew 28:18). The word “all” excludes all others
that might claim authority in the future. His headship and
authority do not allow any person to claim headship of the
church, nor do they allow any council of men to assume
authority to make and enforce laws. Jesus is the head, the
ONLY head, and those that teach and practice otherwise are
not following the portrait of Christ’s church. Paul could not
have made it any plainer when he wrote: “And he (Jesus) is the
head of the body, the church, who is the bqyinning, the firstborn
from the dead, that in all thitgs he may have the preeminence
(Colossians 1:18). To the Ephesians he wrote of Christ: “And
he put all thifgs under his feet, and gave him to he head over all
things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills
all in all” (Ephesians 1:22,23).

Therefore, those that allow Jesus to have supreme authority
will follow the New Testament as the only book of instruc¬
tion. He sent the Holy Spirit to guide the aposdes into all
truth (John 16:13), and the portrait of Christ’s church
must be guided by the word of God. Man-made churches are
guided by their creed books that have been written by men.
They contain many biblical principles, but they are also filled
with human decisions. The creed book says, “The Bible
needs some help to be followed and understood!” From time
to time, new editions are published as laws are added or
deleted. This kind of action does not come from God nor the

I n t r o d u c t i o n :

npart one of this sermon on a“Portrait of Christ’s
Church,” we looked at the first four characteristics that
identify the Lord’s church. We found that Jesus is the

founder and foundation, that it began in Jerusalem, A.D. 33,
that it taught God’s only way of salvation, and shared the
gospel with others.

Now, may we continue this important portrait by consider¬
ing four other identifying marks. These characteristics
become even more important when we recognize the fact
that these help us find the church that Jesus bought with His
blood (Aas 20:28).

Worshipped In Spirit And Truth
There are so many today in society who feel that any kind

of worship is acceptable. It is common to hear such
statements as, “It doesn’t matter how one worships just so
long as his heart is sincere,” or “Every man must worship
according to his faith.” These statements, and many others
are saying that it is not necessary to worship in spirit and
truth. However, those promoting these teachings overlook
that Jesus taught that worship can be vain. To show some
hypocrites of His day that worship can be in vain, Jesus
quoted aprophecy from Isaiah: “Thesepeople draw near to me
with their mouth, and honor me with their lips, but their heart is
far from me. And in vain they worship me, teaching as doctrines the
commandments of men” (Matthew 15:8,9). Only afew verses
further He said: “Everyplant which my heavenly Father has not
planted will be uprooted” (v. 13).

When Jesus was engaged in aconversation with the woman
of Samaria, He taught her the importance of true worship.
Observe carefully His words: “God is Spirit, and those who wor¬
ship Him must worship in spirit and truth” (John 4:24). In this
verse, Jesus does not leave achoice, but says the worshipper
MUST worship in spirit and truth! Which of these two prin¬
ciples are more important? Jesus doesn’t say, but places them
together as being equally important.

Many who worship feel that worshipping in “truth” is all
that is necessary, but this is not true. One may follow every
act of truth, but fail to have the right spirit and his worship
will be wrong. Yes, “truth” is important, because the truth
commands us to preach the word (2 Timothy 4:2), to sing and
make melody in our hearts (Ephesians 5:19), to observe the
Lord’s Supper on the first day of the week (Acts 20:7), to pray
(Ephesians 6:18), and to give of our money as we have been
prospered (1 Corinthians 16:2). These are very important and
should be carried out according to the truth of the Word.
However, one may obey each of these to the letter, and still

I
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portrait of Christ’s church. His church depends ONLY on
the word of God for guidance and believes that such is totally
s u f fi c i e n t .

Paul called upon Timothy to: Be diligent to present younelf
approved to God, aworker who does not need to he ashamed, rightly
dwiditg the word of truth’’ (2 Timothy 2:15). In the next chapter
he declares: “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is pro¬
fitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, fir instruction
righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thorotghly
equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16,17). Paul did not
feel that anything else was needed other than the scriptures.
Those seeking to restore the portrait of Christ’s church will
accept the Bible only for the church as awhole, and for the
guidance of individual members.

teachers in the church (Ephesians 4:11). These gave their time
to teaching the Word as they worked under the oversight of
the elders.

When one allows Christ to be the head, the Word becomes
the proper guide for the organization of the church. Any
other organization does not represent the true portrait of
C h r i s t ’ s c h u r c h .

A]!>edicated Membership
The portrait of Christ’s church is further shown by a

dedicated membership. Why were they so dedicated to each
other and to save the world? Because they were followers of
Christ. In fact, the name they wore suggested their way of life
-they were called Christians. In (Acts 11:26), Luke informs
us tiat the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.
When Paul and others preached the gospel of Christ, their
aim was to convert sinners to Christianity. After Paul had
taught King Agrippa, this man responded: “Tou almostper-
suad: me to become aChristian” (Acts 26:28). This is exacdy
what Paul was trying to do -he wanted him to become a
Christian. Following Christ was not apopular thing in the
first century. Some were persecuted and suffered because they
wore this great name. However, Peter encouraged them:

Te.: if anyone suffers as aChristian, let him not be ashamed, but
let him glorify God in this matter” (1 Peter 4:16).

It is amazing to study how they were willing to die for this
name. Stephen did not back down from preaching Jesus even
though his audience was made up of “stiffnecked and uncir-
cumcised in heart” Jews which were ready to murder him any
moment (Acts 7:51-60). Before Paul’s conversion, he actively
led atime of great persecution against Christians. “He made
havoc of the church, entering every house, and dragging off men and
women, committing them to prison” (Acts 8:3). Did this stop the
spread of Christianity? Did they lose their dedication to Jesus?
No, Luke tells us their reaction. “Therefore those who were scat¬
tered went everywhere preaching the word” (Acts 8:4). Instead of
persecution stopping the spread of Christianity, it helped
spread it to other parts of the world. There is no way to stop
th is k ind o f ded ica t ion !

This portrait also shows adedicated membership that con¬
tinually exhorted each other. They exhorted one another not
to forsake the assembly (Hebrews 10:25), and had adesire to
be “steadfttst, immovable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord” (1 Corinthians 15:58). Yes, they were human and
becaTie weary, but men like Paul exhorted them to hold on
-to keep going! “And let us notgrow weary while doing good, for
in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart” (Galatians 6:9).

The portrait of Christ’s church shows adedicated member¬
ship practicing pure religion. It is best defined in the words of
James: “Pure and undffiled relgion brfore God and the Father is
this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself
unspotted from the world” (James 1:27). They believed that
when they were serving others, they were serving Christ
(Matthew 25:40).
C o n c l u s i o n :

The portrait of Christ’s church is in the New Testament to
help us imitate His church today, but it will be of value only
if we are willing to use it. There are many churches that do
not imitate this portrait, but they do not please God.

Have you obeyed Him? Have you become apenitent
believer that confesses Christ to be the Son of God, and have
you put Him on in baptism? (Galatians 3:27) Are you a
member of His church because you allowed Him to add you?

m

The Right Organization
The portrait of Christ’s church must also have the right

organization. We are not allowed to choose atype of
organization that we personally like. One has only to casually
look around at various religions to realize that many have
devised organizational structures to please themselves. This is
one of the reasons why creed books are written and followed,
because the type of organization they follow is written out!
Some of these humanly formed organizations are quite com¬
plicated, but notice the simple organization in the portrait of
C h r i s t ’ s c h u r c h .

C C

The divine portrait calls for elders in every church -every
city (Acts 14:23, Titus 1:5). Before these men were appointed
to serve the church, they had to meet certain qualifications
(1 Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9). The words used in the New
Testament to identify these men, illustrate their God-given
responsibilities. They were called bishop because they were to
oversee the church (1 Timothy 3:1), they were called
shepherds or pastors because they were to feed and care for
the flock (Acts 20:28; Ephesians 4:11), and they were called
elders because they had to be older in the faith (Acts 20:17;
14:23; Hebrews 13:17).

The New Testament never speaks of achurch with only one
elder, but always aplurality (Philippians 1:1). Therefore, the
authority was placed with the elders and not an elder, and
those that teach and practice otherwise, depart from the por¬
trait of Christ’s church. Thus, tiiese men had the responsibili¬
ty of feeding the church, overseeing its needs, shepherding
and caring for the sheep, but never lording it over the flock,
and of watching for their souls (1 Peter 5:1-4).

The portrait also calls for deacons in the organization of the
church, and their qualifications are given in (1 Timothy
3:8-13). The word “deacon ? 5

means to serve, and they were
never permitted to do the work of the elders. Under the
oversî t of the elders, they were to serve.

When one studies closely the portrait of Christ’s church, it
is obvious to see that there were evangelists to preach the
word. There were such men as Paul, Peter, Barnabas, Philip,
Titus, and Timothy. Paul’s charge to Timothy represents the
work of an evangelist: “I charge you therefore bffore God and the
Lord Jesus Christ, who will jû e the livirg and the dead at his
appearirg and his kingdom: Preach the wordl Be ready in season and
out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all lorgsufferirg and
teachirg” (2 Timothy 4:1,2). This represented the work of an
evangelist that he was called upon to do (2 Timothy 4:5). The
evangelist did not serve as apastor over achurch as modem
man does today. Even if he was chosen to serve as one of the
elders or pastors, he was not “the pastor.

The organization became complete as various ones served as

5 3
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(Acts 2:47). Are you faithful in His church as the portrait sug¬
gests? If not, shouldn’t you get right now?

7 5



The Bitter-Sweet Cross

SWEET

L e f t H e a v e n O b e d i e n c e
2 C O R . 8 : 9 P H I L . 2 : 8

Rejected L o v e
JOHN 1:11 R O M . 5 : 8

Betrayed Hope
PS. 41 :9 R O M . 8 : 1

C r u c i fi e d Joy
M T . 2 7 : 4 6 H E B . 1 2 : 2



The Bi t ter-Sweet Cross

C. Hatred and rejection grew -Said He possessed
B e e l z e b u b

1. (Mark 3:22)
2. They blasphemed the Holy Spirit

(Mark 3:23-30)
D. Got closer to the cross. ..Isaiah’s prophecy

f u l fi l l e d :

1. (Isaiah 53:3)

EH. Bitter -Betrayed
A. Betrayed by one of the aposdes -Judas

1. Had been prophecied 4 i . ’ P J
B. Tell how Judas gave asign

Friend, why have you come?" (Matthew 26:48-50)
D. Can sell Him today -material things become

gods
I V . B i t t e r - C r u c i fi e d

A. All, so far, are steps to the cross
B. Can’t fully recognize the pain of the cross
C. Can read of: (Sum up all steps to the cross)
D. The cross had so much bitterness

V. S w e e t - O b e d i e n c e

A. Same cross also brought much sweemess
1. If bitterness ONLY, He failed!

B. Submitted to the cross -Father’s will
I. (John 3:16; Hebrews 10:9; John 4:34; 6:38;

Matthew 26:39)
C. Paul described cross as an act of OBEDIENCE

I. (Philippians 2:8)
2. Obedience -Sweet odor to God

3. AJoy to ascend back to the Father -
obechent (Hebrews 12:2)

I n t r o d u c t i o n :
A. One Sunday while taking the Lord’s Supper

I. Fruit of the vine sweeter than usual

2. Thought -Maybe should be bitter
3. Realized -Cross both bitter and sweet.

B. This thought motivated the sermon
I . “ T h e B i t t e r - S w e e t C r o s s

I . B i t t e r - L e f t H e a v e n
A. Bitterness began here
B. Vast difference between heaven and earth

I. (2 Cminthians 8:9).
2. Not saying: “Came to earth rich -then

became poor '
3. But: “Rich in heaven -came to earth poor

C. Jesus was physically poor on earth
I. (Luke 9:58)
2. (John 4:32-34)

D. Paul asked Philippians to have the same attitude:
I. (Philippians 2:6,7)

E. Big step from heaven to earth!
F. Think of how rich Jesus was compared to His

poverty on earth!
I. Created all things: (Cobssians 1:16;

John 1:3; Hebrews 1:2)
G. He makes us rich -joint heirs with Christ

(Romans 8:17)
I. Example: Man showing fields -

Cottage woman has Christ
H. Jesus missed the glory of His Father

I. In His prayer: (John 17:5)

n. Bitter -Rejected
A. Experienced rejection

I. (John 1:11)
2. Citizens hated Him: (Luke 19:14)
3. Yet they could not deny miracles and the

way He spoke
B. Did not meet their expectations

I. Wanted earthly Messiah
2. Born of David.> Yes, but they didn’t know
3. Can’t come from Galilee they thought

Qohn 7:41,42)

? >

C . c <
? 5

5 5

V I . S w e e t - L o v e

A. Like Jacob’s ladder -love from heaven to earth
1. (Romans 5:8; John 15:13; 1John 4:8)

Vn. Sweet -Hope
A. Jesus often spoke of hope
B. Crucifiers thought death ended all hope

I. Opposite -brought hope
C. Death agreat victory -(1 Corinthians 15:57)

7 7



D. Now there is NO condemnation (Romans 8:1)
E. Redemption is found in Him (Ephesians 1:7)
F. All spiritual blessings are in Him (Ephesians 1:3)

Vm. Sweet -Joy
A. In spite of bitterness -Joy
B. Joy was set before Him. ..(Hebrews 12:2)

Also brings joy to the lost
1. He brought Joy at birth, but cross needed
2. (Matthew 1:21)
3. (John 4:14)

Joy extended to Judgment Day
1. (Matthew 25:34)
2. (Matthew 25:21)

C .

D .

C o n c l u s i o n :
A . The cross then has both bitter and sweet

The next time you partake of the Lord’s Supper
1. Remember the b i t te r and the swee t .

Have you obeyed the gospel?
1. If not, will you obey now?

B .

C .
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T h e B i t t e r - S w e e t C r o s s

I n t r o d u c t i o n :

ecently while partaking of the Lord’s supper, the fruit
of the vine seemed sweeter than usual. The thought
came to me, that maybe it should be bitter since the

cross was so bitter for the Lord. Then it occurred to me that

the cross of Jesus was both bitter and sweet, and this inspired
m e t o w r i t e t h i s s e r m o n o n :

CROSS.” Please observe some of these principles.

that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers—All thirigs
were created throî h him and for him" (Cobssians 1:16; John 1:3;
Hebrews 1:2). Can one get any richer than to have all creation
with its gold, silver, land, oceans, and resources at his com¬
mand? Jesus was that rich, and yet Ide left it to make
m a n k i n d r i c h .

Truly out of the bitter experience of our Lord comes to us
the sweet. Those in Christ have everlasting riches, and are
joint heirs with the Son of God (Romans 8:17).

Do you see these extended fields?” said the owner of a
vast plantation to afriend. “They are mine. All this is mine.
“Do you see yonder cottage?” was the reply of the fnend, as
he directed his attention to the abode of apoor widow. “She
has more than all this. She has Christ as her portion: and that
is more than all.” (Barnes).

Jesus must have missed the glory that He had experienced
with ITis Father, and He mentioned this in His prayer: “And
now, OFather, plmfy me together with yourself, with the plory
which Ihad with you bfore the world was" (John 17:5).
However, love motivated Him to experience the bitterness of
coming to earth to bring down God’s grace for the lost. Oh,
how bi t ter was the cross!

Bitter -Rejected
The bitterness of the cross did not end with His leaving the

glory of heaven to become poor, but grew worse day by day
as He experienced rejection. “He came to his own, and his own
did not receive him (John 1:11). Jesus’ way of life and
authoritative preaching moved the Jetvish leaders to hate,
envy, and rejection. “But his citizens hated him, and sent a
delegation after him, saying, ‘we will not have this man to re^ over

(Luke 19:14). The bitter rejection of Christ was not
because He did not show Himself to be the Son of God,
because He performed miracles that they could not honestly
deny, and spoke as One having authority. (Matthew 7:29).
When the chief priests and Pharisees were asked by the
officers why they did not bring Jesus, they answered: “Ho
man ever spoke like this manl" (John 7:44,46). They rejected
Jesus because He did not meet their personal expectations:

Will the Christ come out of Galilee?" (John 7:41,42).
As His ministry progressed, the hatred and rejection

increased. Every word He spoke and each miracle that He
performed was questioned until finally the scribes said: “‘He
has Beelzbub,’ and, ‘By the ruler of the demons he casts out
demons

because this would divide Satan and he would be fighting
himself. Jesus considered this to be as low as they could go.

R
T H E B I T T E R - S W E E T

T H E B I T T E R C R O S S
c c

B i t t e r - L e f t H e a v e n

There were many bitter things suffered by our Lord because
of the cross, but it all began when He left His Father in
heaven to come to earth. Can you imagine the vast difference
between these two places? Even with the beauties of heaven
described in the word, our minds cannot comprehend, since
we have never seen it. Paul described the change that our
Lord experienced: “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that thotgh he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor,
that you through his poverty might become rich" (2 Corinthians
8:9). He is not saying that Jesus came to earth, became rich
and then gave it all up to become poor for our sakes! Rather,
He was rich in heaven, and left these riches to spend His
earthly years in deep poverty so that God’s grace might be
extended.

The poverty mentioned here is physical. While on earth,
our Lord had only the bare necessities of life that kept Him
alive. In His words: “Foxes have holes, and the birds of the air
have nests, but the Son of man has nowhere to lay his head" (Luke
9:58). He sometimes went without food so long that His
disciples became concerned, but Jesus consoled them by say¬
ing: “I have food to eat ofwhich you do not know about. ..My food
is to do the will of him who sent me, and to finish his work" (John
4:32-34). Jesus accepted poverty as away of life so that He
might carry out His real purpose—to bring eternal life.

Paul called upon the Philippian Christians to have the same
attitude of Jesus: “who being in the form of God, did not consider
it robbery to be eqtml with God, but made himself of no reputation,
taking the form of aservant, and coming in the likeness of men
(Philippians 2:6,7). It was abig step from the throne of God
to aservant! Especially when you consider that His mission
for lost humanity would end with the cross. How bitter this
must have been for the Lord .

The experience of leaving heaven becomes even more bitter
when we consider just how rich our Lord Jesus was before
making Himself of no reputation. Did you know that it was
Jesus that created all things? “For by him all thirgs were created

> 5
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(Mark 3:22). Jesus showed this not to be true3 3 3
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and blasphemy against the Holy Spirit (Mark 3:23-30).
While Jesus got closer to the cross, the bitterness of rejec¬

tion was more strongly felt: “He is despised and rejected by men,
aMan of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid, as it were,
our faces from him; he was despised, and we did not esteem him
(Isaiah 53:3).

Bitter -Betrayed
Next came the bitter betrayal by Judas. “Even mine own

familiar jriend in whom Itrusted, who ate my bread, has lifted up
his heel cgainst me” (Psalm 41:9). Jesus identified this apostle
as the one, but it was still abitter experience when it
happened. Judas walked up to Jesus and said, “Greetings,
Rabbil” and kissed Him. Try to imagine the pain in Jesus’
words: “Friend, why do you come?” (Matthew 26:48-50). Judas
was an enemy, but had pretended to be afiiend, and this
bought bitterness.

We can never literally walk in Judas’ shoes; nevertheless, we
can still sell Him and betray Jesus when we turn and betray
Him to the world with materialism as our god! This betraying
of Jesus became the first step to His trials, scourging,
mockery, and finally the cross.
B i t t e r - C r u c i fi e d

All the things discussed thus far with all their bitterness,
were merely steps to the cross. There is no way that the
human mind can fully recognize the bitterness of Christ’s
death on the cross. Yes, we can read of His trials surrounded
by lies, deceit, pain, and scourging; the rejection felt when
Barabbas, anotorious prisoner, was released rather than
Jesus; the mocking scarlet robe; the painful crown of thorns;
the reed used by the soldiers for humiliation; the spitting; the
beating; the carrying of His cross, and the awful pain suffered
at the place of askull—Golgotha, but who can know what
our Lord really felt? Can you begin to imagine the pain and
agony of soul and spirit that He felt when He cried out: “My
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”

It is true, then, that the cross with all its sweemess and glory,
also had much pain and bitterness for the Lord. As we partake
of the bread and the fruit of the vine, we should always keep
this b i t terness in our minds.

man, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point ofdeath,
even death of the cross” (Philippians 2:8). What asweet odor of
incense must have reached the throne of God when Christ,
the obedient Son, endured the cross! It was so bitter to the
Christ, but the fact that He was obeying His Father brought
to Him joy and sweemess. “Who for the joy that was set bftore
him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the
rght hand of the throne of God” (Hebrews 12:2). What ajoy for
Jesus to ascend back to the Father as an obedient Son; and
remember, the Father loves the obedience of His children in
all ages!
S w e e t - L o v e

There was sweetness in the cross also, because of the great
love of the One dying. Just as Jacob of old saw aladder
reaching from earth to heaven, when we read of the cross of
Calvary, there is also aladder of love from the Father to the
Son: “But God demonstrates his own love toward us, in that while
we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8), “Greater
love has no one than this, than to lay down oneh life for his friends
(John 15:13), “He who does not love does not know God, for God is
love” (1 John 4:8). Nothing else other than love was strong
enough to bring Jesus from heaven to suffer on earth, and
only love is the tme motive to lead us to respond to His great
love in obedience and service. This is asweemess of the cross

that should be remembered as we partake of the Lord’s sup¬
per in remembrance of His death.

Sweet -Hope
Another sweemess that comes down to us from the cross is

hope. All through Jesus’ ministry He spoke of hope, but
those that cmcified Him thought they had ended hope
forever. However, just the opposite was tme. The death that
they thought would end hope, made it become areality. By
His death He was able to set forth an atonement for sin, and
by His resurrection He was able to show that death is the
loser. To the cmcifiers, they thought that death was adefeat,
but to Christ it was His greatest victory: “But thanks be to God,
who gives us the victory throt̂ h our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corin¬
thians 15:57). Mankind was without hope and lost in sin,
but: “There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in
Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1). “In him we have redemption through
his blood, the forgiveness of sins according to the riches of his grace
(Ephesians 1:7), and God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ:
“has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in
Christ” (Ephesians 1:3).

Therefore, the cross had sweemess because of this eternal
hope. Those that reflise the forgiveness of the cross, give up
hope! They become hopelessly lost upon the sea of eternity
without an anchor. However, with the shed blood of Jesus:
“this hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and
steadfast. ..(Hebrews 6:19).

Sweet -Joy
With aU the bitterness of the cross, it may be difficult to see

the joy, but it was present, and the Son of God recognized it.
The Hebrew writer calls upon his readers to fix their eyes on
Jesus: “the Author and finisher of our faith who for the joy that
was set brfore him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat
down at the rght hand of the throne of God” (Hebrews 12:2). In
spite of the bitterness, Jesus felt the joy and returned home to
M s F a t h e r a f a i t h f u l S o n .

Not only was the cross joy to Jesus, but it brought joy to
the lost. Remember, the joy that Jesus brought to the world

3 2

S W E E T
3 3

S w e e t - O b e d i e n c e

The same cross that brought bitterness also contained
sweetness. If there had been bitterness ONLY, our Lord
Jesus would have failed, but the sweet far out-weighed the
b i t t e r .

When the Christ submitted Himself to the cross. He was
obeying the Father’s will. Christ gave His life, but God the
Father gave His Son John 3:16). Jesus came to do His
Father’s will: “Then he said, ‘Behold, Ihave come to do your will,
O G o d

him who sent me” (John 4:34). “For Ihave come down from
heaven, not to do my own will, but the will of him who sent me
(John 6:38).

When Jesus faced the bitter cup of the cross. He agonized
over it in Gethsemane. While three of His disciples slept. He:
“fell on His face, and prayed, saying, ‘O My Father, if it is possible,
let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as Iwill, but as you
will’ ”(Matthew 26:39). In some way the Father let His Son
know that the bitter cup must be experienced, and out of the
bitterness came the sweetness of obedience.

Note Paul’s description: “And being found in appearance as a

(Hebrews 10:9). Again: “My food is to do the will of3 3 3

3 3
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at His birth would not have been joy without the cross. He
was born to save the lost: “And she shall bring forth aSon, and
you shall call his name JESUS, for he will save his people from their
sins” (Matthew 1:21). His mission to earth was to seek and to
save the lost, and because of the cross, He was able to offer
t h e w a t e r o f e t e r n a l l i f e t o t h o s e t h a t w o u l d d r i n k . “ B u t

whoever drinks of this water that Ishall give him will never thirst.
But the water that Ishallgive him will become in him afountain of
water spritging up into everlasting life” (John 4:14).

Because of the cross, Jesus was able to open the joys of
everlasting life to the obedient and faithful to be received after
the great judgment day. To those on His right hand He will
say: “Come, you blessed of my Father, inherit the kirgdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the world” (Matthew 25:34). To
the faithful ones in the parable of the talents, Jesus said.

Well done, good and faithful servants; ...Enter into the joy of
your lord” (Matthew 25:21).
C o n c l u s i o n :

Therefore, the cross has both bitter and sweet, and the next
time you partake of the fruit of the vine and taste some bit¬
terness and sweetness, remember the bitter-sweet cross of our
Lord Jesus.

Have you obeyed the gospel that brings you to the cross.^ If
not, are you willing to be apenitent believer that submits to
baptism? Jesus paid it all, will you obey Him now?

C C
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Prayer With Power

I n t r o d u c t i o n : a n s w e r s

2. He may say: “yes, 5 5 C C no,” or “wait aA. One of most beautiful things in Christian’s life -
p r a y e r w h i l e 5 5

3. Like agood parent, answers what is best!
Paul got a“no” when asked three times for
t h o r n t o b e r e m o v e d

1. (2 Corinthians 12:7-9)
2. It was best for him to keep the thorn

Jesus got a“no” when prayed for cup to pass if
the Fa ther ’s w i l l

1. (Matthew 26:39)
2. I t was best to drink i t for the sake of the

Aspiritual child talking to his heavenly
Father through the name of Jesus.

B. Bible teaches that prayer is associated with Power
1. (Matthew 7:7; John 14:13,14)
2. Jesus speaking of prayers in proper way -

G o d ’ s w i l l

1. c c

5 5

B .

C .

C. Wish to study important requirements to turn
on power of prayer:

I. Prayer Must Be Sincere
Many have prayed without sincerity, but God
did no t hear

B. David, aman after God’s own heart (Acts 13:22)
s i n n e d

1. How did he return? Sincere prayer!
2. Read ftom Bible (Psalm 69:13-17)

David’s prayer
3. Each word suggests sincerity

Example: Man that made promises to God while
drowning

1. Many use same type of insincerity today
2. Jesus condemned hypocrites of His day for

insincerity
3. Therefore, no POWER without sincerity!

n. Must Pray With Faith
A. Fastest way to remove power ftom prayer -lack

o f f a i t h

1. (James 1:6,7)
B. Many pray today while doubting

I. Example: Lady praying for stump to be
r e m o v e d

C. Jesus illustrated how one needs to continue
praying and believing that the Lord will answer

I. (Luke 11:5-10; 18:3-8)
2. Jesus wanted His disciples to keep on

asking by faith
m. God Answers Prayers

A. For power, must believe that God answers all
prayers of His children

1. He does not always say “yes,” but still

l o s t
A .

D. We should always pray through the name of
Jesus with adesire for God’s will to be done
(John 15:16)

rV. Jesus Gave AModel Prayer
A. Power in prayer can be turned on easier by

studying model prayer
1. May memorize it, but do you know

principles?
2. These principles will help us to pray

(Matthew 6:9-13)
B. His prayer begins by addressing and honoring

H i s F a t h e r

I. Our prayers should be through Jesus name
to the Father

2. Some in error pray TO Jesus instead of
T H R O U G H H i m t o F a t h e r

C. He prayed for the kingdom to come
1. When prayer was given, Jesus was

preparing for His kingdom
2. He promised that some in His audience

would see kingdom (Matthew 16:28)
3. He promised to build His church or

kingdom (Matthew 16:17-19)
4. It came (Acts 2), but we can still pray for

its spread
D. He prayed for daily bread

I. We need to work and pray for daily bread
2. God w i l l take care o f H is ch i ld ren

(Matthew 6:25-34)
E. He asked them to pray for forgiveness while

C .
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forgiving others
F. Then He turned to the dangers of temptations

requesting God’s deliverance
G. This prayer covers the basic needs of Christians

1. We must ask through the name of Jesus
V. Pray With Humility

A. Must remove haughtiness and pray with humility
1. “If you want to bring back water from the

spring, you must take an empty bucket.
2. Have you ever prayed as though God owes

you?
3. Jesus always prayed with humility to Father

B. Jesus’ life also reflected humility
1. Washed disciples feet; wanted them to do

same (John 13:5)
C. Taught importance of humility in prayer:

Pharisee and Tax Collector (Matthew 26:36-45)
Example: Boys dropping water balloons.

1. Don’t we pray for wrong things because of
selfrshness?

Some ask God’s blessings so they can live sinful

5 5

D .

E .
Ufe!

1. (James 4:3)
2. Wrong motives close prayer doors to

h e a v e n

3. Right motives, according to His will. He
w i l l a n s w e r

C o n c l u s i o n :
A . Therefore, prayer requirements are important

Every Christian has responsibility to pray:
1. With sincerity
2. With faith, believing that God will answer
3. The basic principles of the model prayer
4. In humility for the right things

To be able to pray, one of greatest incentives for
n e w b i r t h

I. If you’re not afaithful Christian, will you
c o m e ?

B .

C .
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Prayer With Power

I n t r o d u c t i o n :

ne of the most beautiful things in the Christian life is
prayer. Prayer can be defined as “a spiritual child
tall̂ g to his heavenly Father through the name of

Jesus.” When one studies the Bible about prayer, he cannot
help from observing that prayer is associated with power.
Jesus taught, “Ask, and it will be îven to you; seek, and you will
find; knock, and it will be opened to you” (Matthew 7:7). Again
Jesus promised, “And whatever you ask in my name, that Iwill
do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask anythity
in my name, Iwill do it” (John 14:13,14). As Jesus made this
promise, He was speaking of prayers prayed in the proper
way, and in accordance with God’s will. In fact, one cannot
ask in Christ’s name without submitting to the Lxard’s will.
Please notice some of the important requirements in God’s
will that will turn on power with prayer.

Prayer Must Be Sincere
There have always been those that pray without sincerity,

but God has not heard such prayers. It is the sincere heart
that concerns God. In the Old Testament we read of David, a
man after God’s own heart (Acts 13:22). There was atime in
his life when he got involved in sin, but later made all efforts
to return to God. How did he reach God? It was through
sincere prayer. Listen to one of his prayers: “But as for me, my
prayer is to you, OLord, in the acceptable time; OGod, in the
multitude of your mercy, hear me in the truth of your salvation.
Deliver me out of the mire, and let me not sink; let me he delivered
from those who hate me, and out of the deep waters. Let not the
floodwater overfiow me, nor let the deep swalbw me up; and let not
the pit shut its mouth on me. Hear me, OLord, for your kwinp
kindness is pood; turn to me accordinp to the multitisde of your tender
mercies. And do not hide your face from your servant, for Iam in
trouble; Hear me speedily” (Psalm 69:13-17). Each of his words
su^ests sincerity.

The story is told of aman that was very wealthy, and one
day while wading out into the ocean alarge wave caught him
and swept him out into the deep. He began to struggle to
save his life, but all efforts seemed to fail. When it looked like
he had no chance of survival, he prayed, “Lord, if you will
save my Mfe, Iwill give you one half of all my money.” Afew
moments later, he had struggled alitde closer to being saved
and he prayer, “B£member, Lord, Ipromised you twenty
five percent of all my money if you will save my life.”
Moments later, his safety was still questionable, but it looked
more hopeful and he prayed, “Lord, keep up the good work,
just alitde more help and rU be safe. Don’t forsake me now,
remember my promise of ten percent of all my money if you

will save me from drowning.” The next few moments found
the man able to touch bottom and he began walking to safe¬
ty. He prayed, “Thank You Lord for saving my life, and
don’t forget my promise to you, if you ever need anything,
I’ll sure give serious thought to sharing some of my money. '

We just might be surprised how often this type of insinceri¬
ty is practiced among many today. Jesus told the hypocrites of
His time that their prayers would be heard only by men and
not God. Why? Because they were not sincere. Therefore, for
prayer to have power, it must be sincere.
Must Pray With Faith

One of the fastest ways to remove power from prayer is to
pray without faith. When James wrote the brethren to ask
God for wisdom, he warned: “But let him ask in faith, with no
doubttrp, for he who doubts is like awave of the sea driven and tossed
by the wind. For let not that man suppose that he will receive
anything from the Lord” (James 1:6,7). How many times do we
pray for something and do not believe the Lord will answer?
D o w e d o u b t H i m ?

Once alady had alarge stump just outside her window, and
one night before going to bed she decided to pray that the
Lord would remove the stump. The next morning she ran to
the window, and the stump was still there. She said, “Lord, I
knew you couldn’t do it! ”Yes, she was praying for the wrong
thing, but the point is, she was also praying without faith.
Even if she had been praying within God’s will. He would
not have heard her prayer, because she prayed without faith.

In Luke 11:5-10, immediately after giving His disciples a
model prayer, Jesus gave an illustration. He told of aman that
had unexpected company come in late and he was without
bread. He went to afriend’s house to borrow some, but his
friend (with his children) were already in bed. His friend told
him, “I cannot rise and give to you. ”Jesus continued, “I say to
you, though he will not rise and give to him because he is his friend,
yet became of his persistence he will rise and give him as many as he
needs” (Luke 11:8). Then Jesus applied this little parable by
calling upon His disciples to ask, seek, and knock believing
that God will give. Jesus also told asimilar parable in Luke
18:3-8 to teach the importance of continuing to pray with
fa i t h .

God Answers Prayers
For prayer to have power, one must believe that God

answers all prayers of His children. This is not to say that He
always answers prayers in the way we want, because God does
not dways say yes! It seems that there are three ways that God
answers prayers. He may answer “yes,” He may answer

o
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“no,” or He may answer “wait awhile.” Out of these three,
He chooses what is best for His children. Don’t we respond
the same way today as parents? Do we say “yes” to every
request of our children? When they ask for something harm¬
ful, don’t we respond with a“no?”

The aposde Paul was afaithful, praying Christian, but God
did not always answer his prayers with a“yes.” Paul had a
thorn in the flesh which he wanted removed. We don’t know
what it was, but it must have been very disturbing. In fact,
Paul prayed three times that the Lord would remove it, but
the Ix)rd refused. He said, “Mygmce is sufficient for you, for my
stren̂ h is made perfect in weakness’’ (2 Corinthians 12:7-9). Paul
needed that thorn, and God gave him grace to bear it. God
answered his prayer, but He said “no.

When Jesus was in the shadow of the cross, He prayed in
Gethsemane that the bitter cup might pass. my Father, if it
is possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as Iwill, but as
you will” (Matthew 26:39). In some way the Father answered,
“no,” because the cup did not pass from Him. Did you
notice that He prayed in such away that the Father could
answer “yes” or “no?” When we pray in Jesus’ name, we
should also want His will to be done (John 15:16).
Jesus Gave AModel Prayer

To be able to turn on power with prayer, it is helpful to
study the model prayer given by Jesus (Matthew 6:9-13).
Most of you are familiar with the words of this prayer, and
may have memorized it, but have you studied closely its prin¬
ciples that will help you in your prayers? The prayer begins by
addressing the Father and honoring His name. Remember,
prayer is aspiritual child talking to his heavenly Father in the
name of Christ! Then Jesus spoke of the kingdom by saying.

Tour kif̂ dom come. ”When Jesus gave this model prayer. He
was making preparation for the coming of His kingdom
church. He said to His apostles, “Assuredly, Isay to you, there
are some standing here who shall not taste death till they see the Son
of Man coming in his kirgdom” (Matthew 16:28). Earlier in this
same chapter He had promised to build His church and
give Peter the keys to His kingdom or church (vs. 17-19).
Now He wants His aposdes to pray for the coming of His
kingdom. Even though the kingdom came more than nine¬
teen hundred years ago (Acts 2), we can sdll pray today that
His kingdom will spread throû out the world.

In this model prayer, Jesus asked them to pray for daily
bread. When Christians work with their own hands to pro¬
vide for the necessities of life, the Lord has promised to pro¬
vide physical needs. Jesus taught that if the Eather takes
of the grasses and lilies of the fields, and the birds of the air,
then He will take care of His children (Matthew 6:25-34).
Next in the prayer, Jesus instructs His apostles to ask for
forgiveness of sins, and pray that they will forgive others. He
then turns to the dangers of temptations, and asks God’s help
in avoiding temptation as well as giving deliverance.

Therefore, it is easy to see that this model prayer covers the
basic needs of those that follow Jesus, and these principles
should be included in our
the name of Jesus.

“Lord, you owe me!” If so, nothing was received. Jesus is
the Son of God and never committed asin, and yet when He
talked to His Father it was with deep humility.

Jesus instructed that those who follow Him must do so in
humility. In all of His greatness, the Lord still was humble
enou^ to wash the disciples feet (John 13:5), and He taught
His drsciples to do the same.

Jesus taught humility in prayer in the parable of the
Pharisee and the tax collector. These two men went up to
pray, but there was abasic difference between them. The
Pharisee was full of pride and arrogance, but the tax collector
came in all humility. The Pharisee came to remind God just
how great he (the law abiding Pharisee) was, but the tax col¬
lector came to ask God to be merciful to him as asinner. The
man of pride left with nothing, but the man of humility
received justification (Luke 18:9-14).

Pray For Right Things
If prayer is to be acceptable, one must also pray for the right

things. Some get the mistaken idea that they can ask anything
(with no restrictions) and receive it. This is not true, because
God’s will must be considered. As we have found, God will
answer His children’s prayers, but it must be done within His
w i l l . E v e n t h e

(Matthew 26:36-45), was within the Father’s will.
The story is told of some boys in college that would fill

balloons with water and drop them from the third floor of
the dorm on those walking below. One night when this was
in progress, just as they dropped aballoon, it was discovered
that their target was apoliceman. With fear they waited to see
what would happen, and one of them suggested that they
pray. Instead of asking God to forgive them and confessing
that they had done wrong, they prayed that the policeman
w o u l d n o t fi n d t h e m .

Isn’t it true that we often fail to pray for the right things
because we are selfish? We may even be guilty of aslmg God’s
blessings so that we can live alife of sin. James addressed this
problem: “You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that
you may spend it on your pleasure” (James 4:3). Be assured that
God not hear our prayers when we have the wrong
motives and pray for the wrong things. However, when our
prayers reflect things that are right and within His will. He
wi l l answer.

C o n c l u s i o n :
Yes, there are requirements set forth in God’s word for

those that pray, and every Christian has aresponsibility to
pray with asincere faith, to believe that God answers prayers,
to utilize the basic principles of the model prayer, to pray
with humility, and to pray for the right things.

Remember, one of the great incendves for being born into
God’s family is prayer. Don’t you want to be forgiven of your
past sins through obedience to the gospel, and then have the
privilege of talking daily to God in prayer?

? ?

5 5 that Jesus received in Gethsemanen o

c c

o r

t o

c a r e

prayers today as we pray through

Pray With Humility
Another very important requirement for prayer with power

pray with humility. The haughty in spirit never receive
anything from the Lord. The old saying applies, “If you want
to bring back water from the spring, you must take an empty
bucket.” Have you ever prayed and said by your actions.

I S t o
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HOPE
F O R F O R G I V E N E S S

O F S I N S
EPH. 1:7

' /

T O R E
R E S U R R E C T E D

JOHN 11:25

T O L I V E I N
H E A V E N

19 This hope we have as an anchor of the
soul, ahope both sure and steadfast and one
which enters within the vei.

JOHN 4:14



1 C o t i n t h i a n s 1 3 : 1 3

I n t r o d u c t i o n : 1. Some question Piis power to forgive them
2. Even Chief of sinners forgiven
3. Example: E)ying girl needed assurance

n . To B e R e s u r r e c t e d

A. Blood of Jesus brings hope because resurrected
1. He is resurrection and the life (John 11:25)
2. Promises: (1) His resurrection

(2) The faithful will be raised
B. The apostles and others saw Him after

r e s u r r e c t i o n

1. (Acts 2:32; 4:33)
C. Our hope either rises or falls with the

r e s u r r e c t i o n

LIf don’t believe He was resurrected, no
hope of being resurrected
(1 Corinthians 15:13,14)

2. Pau l wanted to be resur rec ted

(Philippians 3:11)
D. The new birth brings hope of resurrection

1. (John 3:5; 1Peter 1:3)
E. Example: Dr. W. B. Hinson had hope of

resurrect ion in face of death

F. Poem: “The stars shine over the earth,/
The stars shine over the sea;/ The stars look up to the
mighty God,/ The stars look down on me./ The stars shall
live for amillion years,/ Amillion years and aday;/
But God and Iw i l l l i ve and love/ When the s tars have

passed away” (Earl G. Hamlett).
i n . T o L i v e I n H e a v e n

Since sin by Adam and Eve, great need for Hope
All hope was gone after sin, but God lighted the
pathway of hope

1. (Genesis 3:15)

Most of Old Testament relates plans through a
nation to bring this hope
This was accomplished when the Son of God
came and d ied

E. Paul classifies hope with lasting virtues
(1 Corinthians 13:13)

1. Faith and hope placed in company of the
greatest -love

2. Paul stated in beginning of chapter, can
have faith at its greatest, but without love,
nothing

3. Faith is associated with hope (Hebrews 11:1)
4. Where would hope be without love, or

love without hope.>
Therefore, let us look at “For what do we
hope?”

I. For Forgiveness Of Sins
We hope that Christ has power to forgive sins

1. Without forgiveness, death (Bomans 6:23;
Galatians 6:8)

May have many earthly hopes, but without
Christ al l is l imited to this l i fe

(1 Corinthians 15:19)
Hope makes for abetter life now, and after death
Hope is based on the power in Jesus’ blood

1. (Ephesians 1:7; Cohssians 1:14)
2. Gentiles brouglit nigh by His blood

(Ephesians 2:13)
3. Priests of Old Testament took animal

blood, Jesus took His own blood
(Hebrews 9:12; 13:12)

4. Redeemed with this blood (1 Peter 1:19a)
Only Jesus with His powerful blood can make us
a t t r a c t i v e t o G o d

1. Sm is ugly to God until forgiven
2. Example: Ugly ink spot on handkerchief

Forgiveness through Christ is complete

A .

B .

C .

D .

F.

A .

B .

C .
A . Great to hope for life in heavenD .

Jesus did not come just to make life easier on
e a r t h

B .

1. Following Him may make life here more
d i f fi c u l t

Peter realized Jesus only one with eternal life
(John 6:68)
Al l must decide how we wi l l sow in l i fe

1. (Galatians 6:8)
Only Jesus has the water of life to offer
(John 4:14)

1. It will not be afleshly life, but spiritual
2. Will be like Him (1 John 3:2)

C .

D .

E .

E .

F.
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3. Will have anew body
(1 Corinthians 15:42-44)

F. Yes, this is all amystery (1 Corinthians 15:51,52)
1. We know that the lost will receive sting of

death, but those saved victory
(1 Corinthians 15:57)

G. Our hope at His appearing will be sight

C o n c l u s i o n :

May we appreciate and be filled with hope
1. (Romans 5:13; Colossians 1:5)

This is the only anchor that will hold
(Hebrews 6:19)
Remember, this hope comes only through
obed ience and fa i th fu lness

If you are not right with God, will you obey
H i m n o w ?

A .

B .

C .

D .
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1 C o r i n t h i a n s 1 3 : 1 3

will of the Spirit reap everlastirig life. ”(Galatians 6:8). Therefore,
without forgiveness there is no hope of life, joy, or peace after
this life ends! We may hope to receive an education, to get a
high paying job, to marry, and to have afemily, but hope,
without Christ, is limited only to this life. This kind of hope
is good, and has its place, but it is not enough. This life is
short, and eternity long, and thus we become losers without
hope in Christ Jesus. Paul expressed it this way: ̂ ‘Ifin this life
only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most misemhle”
(1 Corinthians 15:19). Living for Christ while on this earth
certainly adds to our hope of aricher life, because regardless of
the many promises of sin, those that follow such destroy their
hope for better things. However, hope in Christ finds the
better way, as the hope of aChristian extends beyond this life
into eternity with God.

The Christian’s hope is based upon the fact that there is
power in Jesus’ blood to forgive sins, and to deny this is to
deny the word of God. Paul says of Jesus: “In him we have
red̂ ption throt̂ h his blood, the finp/iveness of sins, according to the
riches of his grace” (Ephesians 1:7; Colossians 1:14). Gentiles
were brought to salvation by His blood: “But now in Christ
Jesus you who once were jar off are made near by the blood of Christ”
(Ephesians 2:13). When the priests of the law of Moses sought
forgiveness for the people, they took animal blood to the
holy place, but Jesus took His own blood: “Not with the blood
of goats and calves, but with his own blood he entered the Most Holy
Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.” (Hebrews
9:12). Jesus suffered outside the gate: “. ..that he might sanc¬
tify the people with his own blood” (Hebrews 13:12). The apostle
Peter wrote that his Christian readers were not redeemed by
corruptible things: “But with the precious blood of Christ”
(1 Peter 1:19a).

Only Jesus with His powerful blood can change our lives
and make us into something attractive to our heavenly
Father. When God sees sin. He sees guilt, ugliness, and
death, but when He sees one cleansed by His Son’s blood.
He sees something of beauty.

“A friend once showed John Ruskin acostly
handkerchief on which ablot of ink had been made.

‘Nothing can be done with it now,’ said the owner.
‘It is absolutely worthless.’

Ruskin made no reply but carried it away with
him. After atime he sent it back, to the great sur¬
prise of his friend, who could scarcely believe his
eyes. In amost artistic way Ruskin had made adesign
in India ink, using the ugly blot as acenter for the
design.

Ablotted life is not necessarily auseless life. Jesus

I n t r o d u c t i o n :
rom the moment that sin was committed by Adam
and Eve, there has been apressing need for hope. In
fact, at the very moment of sin, all hope for mankind

was gone, but when God called the guilty parties together to
pass sentence. He lighted the pathway of hope into the
future with these words: “I will put enmity between you (the ser¬
pent) and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; He (seed
of woman) shall bruise your head, and you (the serpent) shall bruise
his heel” (Genesis 3:15). Most of the Old Testament relates to
establishing, keeping, and guiding aspecial nation from the
seed of Abraham to bring this Messiah (the Hope of
mankind) into the world. This was all accomplished when the
Son of God was bom, lived, and finally died upon the cross
for sinful man, and because of this sacrifice, hope today is
among our greatest possessions.

Even though all principles and virtues which are found in
the Word of God are important, there are three which are
classified by Paul as lasting longer. They are: faith, hope, and
love. Paul closed his great love chapter by saying: “And now
abide fitith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love
(1 Corinthians 13:13). Notice that faith and hope are placed in
the company of the greatest -love. These three are separate
virtues, but they are also related. For faith to be genuine, it
must be motivated by love. As Paul states in the previous
verses of this chapter, one can have all faith to remove moun¬
tains, but without love he is nothing. Faith and love are also
related, because when the Hebrew writer defined faith, he
used the great principle of hope: “Now faith is the substance of
things hoped for, the evidence of thirgs not seen” (Hebrews 11:1).
Where would hope be without love, or love without hope?
Love from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ gave so
much in order that hope could come alive in the hearts of the
saved.

Therefore, let us look at hope, one of the three lasting vir¬
tues, that means so much to Christians. May we learn why
Paul singled hope out along with faith and love to outlast all
o t h e r s .

Let us begin by asking the question, “For what do we
hope?”
For Forgiveness Of Sins

We have hope, first of all, that Christ has the power to
forgive sins; for without this there is no hope. Sin is afatal
disease which (if unfotgiven) brings death. In Romans 6:23,
Paul cuts through to the bottom line and says: “Eor the wages
of sin is death. ”To the Galatians he wrote: “Eor he who sows to
his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit

F

9 0



River, Ishall be alive when you cease running toward
the sea; and. Stars, Ishall be alive when you have
fallen from your sockets in the great down-pulhng of
the mater ia l un iverse! ’

This kind of statement of hope can be made only by those
that believe in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. No wonder
Paul listed hope as one of the trio that will abide after other
things have passed away.

In the words o f Ea r l G . Hamle t t :

The stars shine over the earth.
The stars shine over the sea;
The stars look up to the mighty God,
The s ta rs look down on me.

The stars shall live for amillion years,
Amillion years and aday;
Bu t God and Iw i l l l i ve and l ove

When the stars have passed away.”
T o L i v e I n H e a v e n

It is certainly amarvel just to hope for life, but such hope
becomes even more glorious when we can hope for anew
spiritual life with God in heaven. Jesus did not come to make
life on this earth easier. In fact. He often made it more dif¬
ficult . Over and over in the New Testament i t is declared tht

He has made eternal life possible. When the multitude in
John 6, turned away and followed Him no more, Jesus asked
His aposdes if they were leaving also. Peter gave this reason
for staying: “Lord, to whom shall we£fo? Tou have the words of
eternal life" (John 6:68).

Every accountable soul must decide how he sows in life,
either to the flesh or to the Spirit. How can this be decided?
One of the ways is by the fruit that one wishes to reap! Those
that choose the flesh will reap corruption, but with hope,
those that sow to the Spirit will reap “life everlasting” (Gala¬
tians 6:8). Only Jesus, the Son of God has this eternal life to
offer. He described it to the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s
well: “But the water that Ishall give him will become in him a
fountain of water springirg up into everlasting life" (John 4:14).

There may be many questions that we ponder about that
eternal bliss, but all can agree that it will not be afleshly life,
but rather one that is spiritual. We can’t know how we will
be, but we can know that we will be like the One that gave us
life. The apostle John said it in these words: “Beloved, now we
are the children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we
shall be, but we know that when he is revealed, we shall be like him,
for we shall see him as he is" (1 John3:2). Paul declared that all the
saved will have anew body: “So also is the resurrection of the dead.
The body is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption. It is sown
in dishonour, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in
power. It is sown anatural body, it is raised aspiritual body
(1 Corinthians 15:42-44).

Even though our physical bodies will decay, God has the
power to resurrect them to life, and to change them into
spiritual bodies. Yes, there are many mysteries that surround
this great hope and from ahuman standpoint it would be im¬
possible to accomplish such. From ascientific standpoint it
would also be impossible, but with God all things are possi¬
ble. Paul, by the guidance of the Spirit, was able to get a
preview of this great event, and has shared it in the Word:
“Behold, Itell you amystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all
be charged—in amoment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last
trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised
incorruptible, and we shall be charged" (1 Corinthians 15:51,52).

can make alife beautiful if it is yielded to Him.”
—Moody Monthly

When it comes to being forgiven of sins, our hope is com¬
plete for Jesus foî ves all of our sins. Some may feel that they
lave gone so deeply into sin that there is no hope, but not
so! The same forgiveness granted the chief of sinners, Saul of
Tarsus, can be received by others.

“Sister,” said adying girl, “please get the Bible
and read for me that passage about the Blood which
cleaseth from sin. Ifear some of my sins are too great
to be forgiven. Look whether it says ‘aU sin’ or only
‘sin’, for Ido not remember.” “Yes,” replied the
sister, “these are the exact words, ‘The Blood of
Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin.
“Oh, how sweet!” said the girl whose fire of life was
almost out. “Now there is pardon for all my sins.”
—Gospel Herald

Yes, because of this complete forgiveness through His
blood we can all have hope.
T o B e R e s u r r e c t e d

3 3

3 3 3

The blood of our Lord is powerful because He did not
remain dead, but broke forth the shackles of death that had
bound Him, to come forth in His glorious resurrection. Even
before this marvelous experience occurred, Jesus said to
Martha: Tam the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me,
thotgh he may die, he shad live." (John 11:25). In this passage,
Jesus promises two things. (I) He will be resurrected. (2)
Those that believe on Him will be resurrected. The apostles,
as well as many others, saw Him after He came out of the
grave. Peter declared in his great sermon on Pentecost: “This
Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses" (Acts 2:32).
Peter was joined by the other apostles: “And with great power
the apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus" (Acts
4:33).

Therefore, our hope either rises or falls on the resurrection
of Jesus. Those that do not believe that He was resurrected,
have no hope of being resurrected. Paul put it this way: “But
if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ is not risen. And if
Christ is not risen, then ourpreachirg is vain and your Jdith is also

(1 Corinthians 15:13,14). Paul also told the Philippian
brethren that he wanted to know Jesus and the power of His

if by any means, Imay attain to the resurrection

v a i n "

C C
r e s u r r e c t i o n :

jwm the dead" (Philippians 3:11). The resurrection represented
Paul’s hope, and the same must be true with all today.

When one experiences the new birth (John 3:5), hope comes
to life within this new creation. Peter blessed God because He

...begotten us again to alivirg hope through the resurrec-h a d :

tion of Jesus Christ from the dead" (1 Peter 1:3). Hope in the
resurrection brings life, but when this hope disappears, death
reigns in its place.

Dr. W. B. Hinson stepped into the pulpit and made the
following declaration:

Iremember ayear ago when aman in this city
said, ‘You have got to go to your death.’ Iwalked
out to where Ilive, five miles out of this city, and I
looked across at that mountain that Ilove, and I
looked at the river in which Irejoice, and Ilooked at
the stately trees that are always God’s own poetry to
my soul. Then in the evening Ilooked up into the
great sky where God was lighting His lamps, and I
said: ‘I may not see you many more times, but.
Mountain, Ishall be alive when you are gone; and.

C C

C C
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He further in this chapter showed that those lost will
experience the sting of death, but the hope of the Christian
wfll be victory: “But thanks be to God, who£wes us the victory
throî h our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 15:57).

When we shall experience the coming of the Lord, and
receive the new spiritual body, our hope will be fulfilled and
changed into sight. Paul wrote: “For we were saved in this hope,
but hope that is seen is not hope; for why does one still hope for what
he sees?” (Romans 8:24).
C o n c l u s i o n :

It is my prayer, in the words of Paul that: “Now may the God
of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13).
And that you will have that “. ..hope which is laid up for you in
heaven” (Cobssians 1:5), “This hope we have as an anchor of the
soul, both sure and steadfast, and which enters the Presence behind
the veil” (Hebrews 6:19). And if you do not have this hope tliat
comes only through obedience and faithfulness to Christ that
you will seek it now while it can be obtained.

9 2
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God’s Honeycomb —How Sweet It Is!
Psa lm 19 :7 -10

Happy when preaching the Word,
“rejoices the heart”

1. When heart is full of the Word, we pass it

B .I n t r o d u c t i o n :
A . The Psalmist declares the Word sweeter than

honey and the honeycomb
1. Is it sweet today? Yes, if preached properly
2. Sour if preached unconcerned, unprepared.

o n

C . Beautiful feeling for listeners to leave feeling what
they studied was right with God

1. They leave with asweet taste in their
m o u t h

Aweekly diet of the sweet Word provides proper
e n v i r o n m e n t

1. For adults and children to grow
T h e C o m m a n d m e n t O f T h e L o r d I s

e t c .

3. Example: Same type food prepared
different ways

The goal of every preacher and teacher -
make the Word sweet

1. Increase appetite of listeners
(1 Peter 2:2; Matthew 5:6)

D .B.

I V . ( C

Pure, Enlightening The Eyes
Purity when Word is taught, because one teaches
G o d

C . How can we serve the Word so it will taste
sweet? A .

1. Our text tells us:

1. (Matthew 5:8)
Theme of every Bible message:

Purer in heart, OGod, help me to be.
1. The source of this purity -

C o m m a n d m e n t o f t h e L o r d

I. “The Law Of The Lord Is Perfect,
Converting The Soul

A. First of all, the teacher of the Word must be
c o n v e r t e d

1. Must have been born of the Word
(1 Peter 1:23)

2. Must have obeyed the living Word
(Hebreivs 4:12)

3. Must have obeyed the gospel
(Romans 1:16; 6:17)

B. Once we have tasted this sweemess, can tell
o t h e r s

B .
5 >C C

C. Impure mixtures, man-made doctrines,
c o n t a m i n a t e t h e W o r d

1. But the pure Word purifies
Only the pure Word is sweet and enlightens the
eyes

V. “The Fear Of The Lord Is Clean,
Enduring Forever”

A. Fleshly things are so temporary -even our bodies
1. (1 Peter 1:24,25)

B. Fear of the Lord is clean because it l ifts us above

fleshly lusts of the world (1 John 2:15-17)
C. Th is reverent ia l fear o f the Lord comes f rom

feasting on the sweet honeycomb
D. Preaching the pure Word is the only way we can

teach how to Hve forever (Matthew 24:35)

The Judgments Of The Lord Are
True and Righteous Altogether

A. When teaching the Word, teaching tight that
can’t be wrong!

B. May be tempted at times to feel that God’s
Word is wrong

I. Must feel like Paul (Romans 3:4)

D .

n . The Testimony Of The Lord Is Sure,
Making Wise The Simple

A. Every teacher or preacher needs the wisdom of
G o d

I. God is the source of all true wisdom
(James 1:5)

2. Need to pray daily for wisdom from above
B. In weakness, may wish to lean on our own

strength
I. This causes us to teach our own wisdom

C. When this happens, meditate on (Proverbs 3:5)
m. “The Testimony Of The Lord Is

Right, Rejoicing The Heart
A. Mixture of Word and doctrines of men -destroy

s w e e t n e s s

V I . C C

y y

y y
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C. The honeycomb is sweet because it is righteous
through and through

1. Error b inds the l is teners in s in

2 . The t ru th o f God ’s Word se ts them f ree

(John 8:32)
C o n c l u s i o n :

Therefore, may every instructor of God’s Word
be dripping with the sweetness of God’s
honeycomb
Have you obeyed the teachings of God’s Word?
Have you allowed the sweemess of God’s Word
to lead you?
If not, why not obey now?

A .

B .

C .

D .

9 5



God’s Honeycomb —How Sweet It Is!
P s a l m 1 9 : 7 - 1 0

I n t r o d u c t i o n :

nreferring to the law and the Word of the Lord, the
Psalmist declares that it is “sweeter also than honey and the
honeycomb” (Psalm 19:10b). Is the Word of the Lord

still sweet today, or has it lost its sweetness? Be assured that
the sweetness is still there, but unless it is taught and
preached in the right way those listening wall not taste its
sweetness. In fact, an unprepared, unconcerned, and unen-
thusiastic preacher or teacher will give the Word asour taste.
This should not be shocking since we experience this often
with physical food. Two cooks may prepare tlae same type
dish, and one be delicious while the other (due to improper
ingredients) is repulsive. Therefore, the goal of every preacher
and teacher should be to prepare the Word so that each
listener will taste its sweemess, and “as newborn babes, ”will
“desire the pure milk of the word” (1 Peter 2:2), and will “hunger
and thirst for righteousness” (Matthew 5:6).

How can the Word be served in such away that it will taste
sweet? In the same psalm we are told that the Word is “sweeter
than honey and the honeycomb, ”we ftnd the answer.

(1) “The law of the LORD is PERFECT,
converting the soul.

First of all, we must be converted by the Word. Before we
can teach the sweetness of the Word to convert the soul, we
must have been converted. As Peter wrote: “having been bom
pgain, not of corruptible seed by incorruptible, through the word of
God which lives and abides forever” (1 Peter 1:23). The living,
powerful, and sharp Word of God (Hebrews 4:12), the gospel
of Jesus Christ “the power of God to salvation” (Romans 1:16),
must have been obeyed by the preacher or teacher (Romans
6:17). Once we are truly converted and have tasted dtis
spiritual honeycomb, we can then sell others on its sweetness.

(2) “The testimony of the LORD is SURE,
making wise the simple

Every leader that stands before precious souls to teach
needs the wisdom of God. Remember, God is the source of
all true wisdom (James 1:5), and the one that prays for
wisdom and allows God’s Word to permeate his or her heart
will be able to serve this sweetness to others. There may be
times during our weakness that we want to lean on our own
strength and understanding, and are tempted to teach our
own wisdom. When this happens, we should meditate on
these words: “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean
not on your own understanding” (Proverbs 3:5).

(3) “The testimony of the LORD is RIGHT,
rejoicing the heart”

I f w e m i x t h e d o c t r i n e s a n d c o m m a n d m e n t s o f m e n w i t h

the Word, it will lose its sweetness. The happiest preachers
and teachers on earth are those that are teaching the pure
Word, for it alone “rejoices the heart. ”When our hearts are full
of the Word, it will be passed on to those we teach! At the
end of ever)' sermon or Bible class, our hearers will leave feel¬
ing that what they have studied is “rght,” and this brings
sweetness and happiness to their lives. Aheart made happy
weekly from God’s Word is abeautiftil environment where
adults, as weU as our children, can grow.

(4) “The commandment of the LORD is
PURE, enlightening the eyes

There is purity when God’s Word is taught because those
hearing are taught of God who is ALL pure. Jesus taught:
“Blesŝ  are the pure in heart, for they shall see God” (Matthew
5:8). The theme of every Bible messenger should be: “Purer
in heart, OGod, help me to be” as he or she strives to make
the ones being taught pure! The source that makes purity is
“the commandment of the LORD”. Impure mixtures, the
world with aU its fleshly ways, and man-made doctrines con¬
taminate, but the Word of the LORD purifies. Remember,
God’s honeycomb is sweet only in its purity, and is then able
to enlighten the eyes of those that eat.

(5) “The fear of the LORD is CLEAN,
enduring forever

The fleshly things on earth are so temporary. Even our
fleshly bodies that we consider so valuable are temporary. The
apostle Peter wrote: “Allflesh is asgrass, ard all theglory of man
as the flower of the grass. Thegrass withers, and its flower falls away,
but the word of the LORD endures forever” (1 Peter 1:24,25).

The fear of the LORD is clean” because it lifts us above the
fleshly lusts of this world (1 John 2:15-17). The reverential fear
of the LORD that all hearers need comes from feasting on the
honeycomb. Teaching obedience to the Word is the only way
we can show our precious listeners how to live and endure
forever. Jesus taught: “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my
words will by no means pass away” (Matthew 24:35).

(6) “The judgments of the LORD are TRUE
and RIGHTEOUS altogether

Isn’ t i t wonderfu l to know that when we teach God’s Word

that we are teaching those things that are right and cannot be
wrong? There may be times when we are tempted to feel that
man’s doctrines are right and that God is mistaken.
However, we must say with the apostle Paul: “let God be true
but every man aliar” (Romans 3:4). One of the things that
makes the honeycomb so sweet is that it is righteous through

I

> 5

5 )
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9 6



and through! Error and lies bind the lives and souls, but
God’s truth will set them free (John 8:32).
C o n c l u s i o n :

Therefore, may every preacher that enters the pulpit to
jreach, and every teacher that enters the classroom to teach,
?e dripping with the sweetness of God’s honey and the
honeycomb, and both you and the ones you teach will be
richly blessed.

Have you obeyed the teaching of God’s Word to become a
Christian.̂  Have you allowed the sweemess of God’s Word to
lead your life.> If you must answer, “no,” why not respond
now.^

9 7
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Questions About Marriage And Divorce
3. Thousands are divorcing for ANY CAUSE.

(Not in God’s eyes)
4. World is publicizing through TV, books,

Magazines, etc.
5. World can’t change God or His Word

n. What Did Jesus Teach About Divorce
And Remarriage?

A. He divided the subject into three periods:
1. a. beginning b. Moses’ time

c. His teaching
2. Already looked at first two, now look at

His teaching
B. (Matthew 19:9)

1. Could not be plainer. ..One exception -
Sexual Immor̂ ty

2. Long way from. ..any cause
3. Unscripturally divorced man or woman. ..

when they marry, they are contaminated
4. Example: Man with AIDS, marries healthy

woman (both die)
5. Adultery same way: Both will die

spiritually!
C. Adultery is listed as number one on

W O R K S O F T H E F L E S H !

1. Can’t inherit the kingdom of God
(Galatians 5:21)

2. Time to rea l i ze -can lose sou l over

unscriptural marriages
D. Jesus carried teaching further in Sermon

o n M o u n t
1. (Matthew 5:32)
2. Three people can be guilty:

a . T h e h u s b a n d t h a t d i v o r c e s

b . The w i fe he d ivo rces

c. The one that marries the divorced wife

E. Therefore, divorce is adeadly sin. ..affects the
lives of many

m . W h a t D i d P a u l Te a c h A b o u t D i v o r c e

And Remarriage?
A. Thus far, looked at what Jesus taught while

preparing for kingdom
B. Paul taught on the subject after the church was

estab l i shed

I n t r o d u c t i o n :

Want to speak on avery serious subject
1. “Questions About Marriage and Divorce'

Concerned abou t a t t i t udes i n chu rch on th i s

subject
1. Feel like Jeremiah toward Israel

(Jeremiah 9:1)
More and more the world is leading the church

I. Must teach against this happening
2. Jesus often taught by questions and

a n s w e r s

3. Therefore let us consider the questions:

A .
5 >

B .

C .

I. Is Marriage ALegal Or Spiritual
C o n t r a c t ?

A . Marriage in God’s eyes is both
Always been some type of legal contract

1. Parental selection, feast, broom, ceremony
Always been the spiritual, God designed marriage

I. (Genesis 2:24)
2. Three things: (I) Leave (2) Be joined

(3) One flesh
3. Does not give away out for God, or man

a n d w o m a n !

4. Jesus quoted this law and added
conclusion (Matthew 19:6)

God formed nation through Abraham to bring
M e s s i a h

I. His feelings toward marriage had not
changed

2. Might ask with Pharisees, “Why did
Moses give acertificate of divorce.^

3. Jesus answered: (Matthew 19:8)
4. Don’t blame God, blame man’s HARD

h e a r t

5. Legalizing divorce did not Scripturalize it!
Move on to last prophet, Malachi, God still had
not changed

I. Mdachi cried out (Malachi 2:14-16)
What has happened to nation and church today?

I. Turned to legal without scripture!
2. Legal: “Marriage is acontract between two

individuals, which can be dissolved
i f t h e r e i s S U F F I C I E N T C A U S E

B .

C .

D .

5 5

E .

F .

5 5
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c . Mentions DEATH as the only reason:
1. (Bomam 7:2,3)

D. Even if husband is dead, still mentions a
r e s t r i c t i o n :

1. (1 Corinthians 7:39)
To Christian married couples at Corinth he
w r o t e :

1. (1 Corinthians 7:10,11)
Paul offers them three choices

1 . D o n o t l e a v e

2. Leave and remain single
3. Be reconciled to the same mate

No exceptions given!
To Christians married to unbelievers
(1 Corinthians 7:12-14)

1. Remain with them if they will stay
2. If they leave, you will not be blamed
3. Does not mention they are free to remarry

(man teaches this)
Christ’s teaching plus Paul’s teaching equals:

1 . S E X U A L I M M O R A L I T Y a n d D E AT H
only two things that break apart amarriage

rV. Can AChristian Rightfully Say:
“What IDo With My Marriage Is My
O w n B u s i n e s s ?

This is what the devil wants us to say
This is alie, because others are affected

C. Must reckon with God
1. If one thinks he or she can go to heaven

living in adultery, deceived
(1 Corinthians 6:9,10)

Must consider spiritual welfare of mate
I. Will your leaving cause him/her to commit

adultery?
2. Will you cause him/her to be lost?

Must consider spiritual welfare of children
1. Unhappiness now, in future their

marriages may suffer
2. Example: Tf mom and dad can divorce, so

c a n w e

3. Your divorce may cause them to lose their
sou l s !

The man or woman you marry will be affected
1. If you are not free, you’ll spiritually

c o n t a m i n a t e

2. This is the biggest stakes in gambling
Church is a f fec ted

1. You represent one of the “living stones
(1 Peter 2:5)

2. You’ll bring reproach on the church
3. World is looking for something to speak

against the church
Elders and church have the right to be concerned

1. As shepherds. ..must oversee souls
(Acts 20:28)

2. As Christians, must obey them

(Hebrews 13:17)
3. If they stand by and do nothing. ..like a

shepherd allowing awolf to destroy sheep.
V. What Is The Greatest Danger Causing

Christians To Go Wrong In Divorce?
To be influenced by this modem age

I. TV, books, unchristian counselors
2. Feel it is all right since everyone is doing it!
3. Listening to friends and others that have

d i v o r c e d

4. Turning your back on God’s Word
(Like Israel)

E .
A .

F.

G . B . Failing to consider the seriousness of marriage
I. Some don’t commit for life -When the

going gets rough -they get going!
2. Some msh into marriage without knowing

their partner
3. Example: Later learn of aprevious marriage

H .

C o n c l u s i o n :
I .

A . Icome to you as aspokesman of God
Icome to you because Ilove you and your soul
Work to keep your marriage together
If you miss eternal life, you have missed
E V E R Y T H I N G !

Should you not be right with Gcxl, please
respond and obey His will.

B .

C .

D .

E .A .

B .

D .

E .

> 5

F .

G .
3 ?

H .
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Questions About Marriage And Divorce

I n t r o d u c t i o n :
sIthink about the attitudes and actions of many in
the church across the land in regard to marriage and
divorce, Iwish to cry out as did Jeremiah in the long

ago to Israel, “Oh, that my head were waters, and my eyes afoun¬
tain of tears, that Imight weep day and nght” Qeremiah 9:1).
More and more, the world is leading the way for Christians
instead of Christians showing the world the way of Christ,
and unless there is achange, many will lose their souls. What
can be done to restore the teaching of God’s word.> The
julpits need to come through forcefully on the subject;
lowever, this is not enough! Teachers, in all Bible classes need
to turn our backs on the thinking of the world, and even our
brethren that are teaching contrary to God’s Word on the
subject, and teach it like it is! It is past time that biblical facts
be taught sincerely to those we guide spiritually.

Therefore, in this sermon, please consider prayerfully the
following questions on marriage and divorce. Remember, the
best way to avoid divorce is to teach and practice God’s way!

but place the blame on the hard hearts of the people!” They
were able to legalize divorce, but failed to sctiptuialize it.

By the time we get to the last prophet of the Old Testa¬
ment, Malachi, we can learn that God still had not changed
His mind. Israel’s offerings were not being accepted by the
Lord, and they were
answers: “Because the Lord has been witness between you and the
wife of your youth, with whom you have dealt treacherously; yet she is
your companion and your wife by covenant. But did he not make
them one, having aremnant of the Spirit? And why one? He seeks

godly ojfspring. Therfore take heed to your spirit, and let none deal
treacherously with the wife of his youth. For the Lord God of Israel
says that he hates divorce, for it covers one’s garments with violence
(Malachi 2:14-16).

What has happened to our nation today which includes
many in the church.^ We have turned to the legal without the
spiritual. The legal states: “Marriage is acontract between
two individuals, which can be dissolved if there is SUFFI¬
CIENT CAUSE. Therefore, thousands are legally divorced
for ANY CAUSE, but the marriages are not “put away
acceptably in God’s eyes! The world has not only ignored the
spiritual, but through television, movies, books, magazines,
and unchristian counselors has publicized (in agraphic and
colorful way) their sinful actions. Remember, the world has
never been able to change God and His laws, but it has been
able to persuade many to leave God and lose their eternal
souls.

What Did Jesus Teach About Divorce And
Remarriage?

Jesus divided the subject into three periods of time: (1) In
the beginning (2) During Moses’ time (3) At the time of His
teaching. Since we have already looked at the first two, let us
look at what Jesus taught. “And Isay to you, whoever divorces his
wife, except firr sexual immortality, and marries another, commits
adultery; and whoever marries her who is divorced commits
adultery” (Matthew 19:9). Could it be written any plainer.>
Only ONE exception is given -SEXUAL IMMORALITY,
and this is along way from “any cause”! Notice that Jesus is
not just speaking of “putting away,” but “putting away and
remarriage.**

An unsctipturally divorced man or woman contemplating
marriage is spiritually contaminated to the point that he/she
will be living in adultery, and any innocent person they may
marry will be living in adultery. Suppose aman has the
terrible, highly contagious disease ‘AIDS’, and asks ahealthy
woman to marry him. From this intimate relationship, both
would die from AIDS! Adultery is adeadly spiritual condi-

A
asking, “For what reason?” Malachi

? 5

Is Marriage ALegal Or Spiritual Contract?
Marriage in the eyes of God is both. In all generations there

has been some type of legal commitment associated with mar¬
riage. It may have been parental selection, amarriage feast,
the giving of adowry, jumping abroom or aceremony, but
the egal has always been important. As to the spiritual, mar¬
riage came from God as He brought the first couple together
and gave the laws to bind marriage. Moses records them in
Genesis 2:24, “Therfore aman shall leave his father and mother
and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. ”Here
you will notice that God commanded aman to “leave”
father and mother, “be joined to his wife,” and “to be one
flesh.” This spiritual contract of marriage is so binding that
God does not give away out. He could have provided away
for Himself (God) to dissolve amarriage, or He could have
provided away for man or woman to put each other away,
but He didn’t! When Jesus quoted this original law. He
added: “Therrfore what God has joined together, let not man
separate” (Matthew 19:6).

After this law was given, centuries passed and God formed a
special nation through the seed of Abraham to bring the
Messiah into the world. However, the passing of years did
not change God’s feelings about “putting away!” One might
ask, as did the Pharisees to Jesus: “Why then did Moses com¬
mand to give acertificate of divorce, and to put away?” (Matthew
19:7). His answer, “Moses, because of the hardness of your hearts,
permitted you to divorce your wives, but from the bginning it was not

(verse 8). Jesus is saying, “don’t blame God for divorce.
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tion, listed as ‘number one’ on the list of the works of the
flesh (Galatians 5:19), and “those who practice such things will not
inherit the kir^dom of God” (v. 21).

As we consider Jesus’ teaching on divorce and remarriage,
He carries this teaching astep further in His sermon on the
mountain. “But Isay to you that whoever divorces his wife for any
reason except sexual immorality causes her to commit adultery; and
whoever marries awoman who is divorced commits adultery (Mat¬
thew 5:32). Did you catch the chain reaction? Three people
can be guilty; (1) The husband that divorces causes her to
commit adultery. (2) The wife he divorces commits adultery.
(3) The one that marries the divorced wife commits adultery.
Therefore, adultery is adeadly, contagious sin that affects the
lives of others, and Jesus strongly opposes it.
W h a t D i d P a u l T e a c h A b o u t D i v o r c e A n d
Remarriage?

Thus far we have looked at what Jesus taught about divorce
and remarriage as He prepared for the coming of His church.
As we consider Paul’s teaching, we are studying what was
taught after the church was established. When Paul wrote on
the subject, he mentioned death as the only exception. “For
the woman who has ahusband is bound by the law to her husband as
bng as he lives. But if the husband dies, she is released from the law
of her husband. So then if, while her husband lives, she marries
another man she will be called an adulteress” (Romans 7:2-3).
Even if her husband is dead, Paul gives arestriction: “A wife is
bound by law as hri0 as her husband lives; but if her husband dies,
she is at liberty to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord
(1 Corinthians 7:39).

To the Christian married couples at Corinth, he wrote:
“Now to the married Icommand, yet not Ibut the Lord: Awife is
not to depart from her husband. But even if she does depart, let her
remain unmarried or be reconciled to her husband. And ahusband
is not to divo)xe his wife” (1 Corinthians 7:10, 11). Here, Paul
offers obviously three choices: (1) DO NOT LEAVE.
(2) LEAVE AND REMAIN SINGLE. (3) BE RECON¬
CILED TO THE SAME MATE. No exceptions
t i o n e d .

Even Christians married to unbelievers were commanded to
remain with their mates, unless their unbelieving mates chose
to leave. In such cases, the Christians would not be blamed
for their leaving, but Paul does not say that they would be
free to remarry! (1 Corinthians 7:12-14). Man in recent years
has taught this, but not Paul.

When you join the teaching of Christ and Paul, you have
only two things that break apart the one flesh in amarriage:
(I) SEXUAL IMMORALITY (2) DEATH. Any honest per¬
son can see that marriage is aserious union in God’s eyes, and
all should make every possible sacrifice to avoid divorce!

choosing alife of adultery, we should ask, “Is this worth my
eternal soul?

(2) In the second place, we must consider our mates. Will
our leaving cause them to commit adultery? Will this awful
experience drive our mates from the Lord?

(3) Then, our children will be affected. There will be
unhappiness now, and in the future their marriages may suf¬
fer. When the going gets rough, (it usually does) they may
say: “If mom and dad can divorce, so can we.” Our influence
c o u l d c a u s e o u r c h i l d r e n t o l o s e t h e i r s o u l s b e c a u s e o f

adultery.
(4) The man or woman we marry will be affected to die

point of becoming an adulterer or adulteress, if we are not free
(Matthew 5:32). To gamble on our souls, and the souls of
others is the highest stakes possible.

(5) Finally, the church is affected, because as Christians, we
represent die living stones (1 Peter 2:5) that makes up God’s
spiritual temple -the church. When we conduct ourselves as
the world, we bring reproach on His temple and defile it.
When we keep our bodies pure, we bring honor to His Holy
Temple.

Therefore, the elders of die church have the riglit to be con¬
cerned for the sake of the church and for our individual souls.

As shepherds, they are charged to oversee the flock of God
(Acts 20:28), and to keep each member pure: We are com¬
manded to: “Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, fir
they watch out firr your souls, as those who must ̂ ive account”
(Hebrews 13:17). For them to stand by and watch members
divorce and enter adulterous relationships would be Hke a
shepherd allowing wolves to destroy precious sheep.

What Is The Greatest Danger Causing Chris¬
tians To Go Wrong In Divorce?

The greatest danger is to allow the pressures and influences
of this modern age to set our standards on marriage and
divorce instead of the Word of God. Most of us have adaily
dose of television crying out that divorce is the proper course
to follow. Most newspapers contain adaily list of filed
divorces, and many authors of books and magazines suggest
divorce as the right way out in certain cases. We may reach the
point where we feel that everyone is doing it, and it must be all
right. Even our friends and neighbors may encourage us to
divorce, and consequendy, thousands have been led from the
strictness of God’s Word. The same thing that happened to
Israel and brought warnings from God’s prophets, is happen¬
ing to us. With the same urgency and love of the Old Testa¬
ment prophets, Icry out to you -don’t listen to the world!
Don’t let the way of the devil destroy your soul. Put God and
His word first in your life and marriage, and your reward will
be precious both in this life and in heaven!
C o n c l u s i o n :

Is your life right with God? Have you obeyed His will and
allowed the power of the gospel to save you? If already a
Christian, have you allowed the world to lead you from God?
If you are not right, why not respond now?

5 5

2 2

a r e m e n -

Can AChristian Rightfully Say: “What IDo
With My Marriage Is My Own Business?

This is what the devil wants us to say, but, no, this is not
true. For you see, when we decide to break up our marriage,
others are affected.

(I) First of all, we must reckon with God. If we think we
can live in adultery and still go to heaven, we are deceived.
Paul asked: “Doyou not know that the unr̂ hteous will not inherit
the kir̂ dom of God? Do not be deceived, neither fornicators, nor
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortionei's
will inherit the kingdom of God” (1 Corinthians 6:9,10). Before
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Is Homosexuality ASin?
I n t r o d u c t i o n : (Genesis 19:24,25)

4. Cities destroyed, some think Dead Sea
covers those cities today.

D. Peter referred back to these cities: ‘‘makin£i them
an exampk to those who afterward would live
uri0odly” (2 Peter 2:6)

1. Peter says sodomy or homosexuality
ungodly

2. Thus, this sin is condemned before the
w r i t t e n l a w.

n . C o n d e m n e d I n T h e L a w O f M o s e s
A. Written law contained the ten commandments

plus detailed descripdon
1. (Leviticus 18:22)
2. ABOMINATION: “unlawfhl, hatefhl,

odious, offensive, unclean
3. Context suggests that God hated such

Two chapters later:
1. (Leviticus 20:13)

Even though we are not living under this law,
s h o w s h o w G o d f e l t

1. Lays foundation and example for New
Te s t a m e n t

2. How could anyone read these passages and
say God approves.̂

m. Condemned In New Testament Age
A. When turn to New Testament, homosexuality is

considered asin just as in the Old Testament
1. (1 Timothy 1:9,10)

B. Planted within this horrible list of sins is
S O D O M I T E S

I . These a re the homosexua ls !

2. Paul classified them as: lawless, ungodly,
s inners and
m u r d e r e r s !

3. How could there be any doubts in
C h r i s t i a n ’ s m i n d ?

Paul attacked this awful sin in (Bomans 1),
describing the heathen: (v. 18)

1. “professing to be wise, they became fools
(V. 22)

2. He showed how God feels (v. 24)
3. How did they lust? (vs. 26,27)

In early 80’s, news featured aprogram on the
g a y m o v e m e n t

1. Facts were presented in all areas except
B i b l e

2. Even the preacher interviewed did not
quote ascripture

3. His failure may have encouraged many to
think it okay

4. Gay side was presented, but not God’s
side!

Some say: “Ignore the problem; it will go
away!” ̂ RONG)

1. Kinsey report in past revealed:
2. 10% of nation’s population homosexual
3. 25% San Francisco, California is gay

-200,000
4. Increasing each year -not going away
5. Made inroads into business, governments,

and churches

It is time New Testament Christians cried out
from God’s Word

1. Therefore, let us ask: “Is Homosexuality
A S i n ? ”

2. Want to answer from the Word of God

Condemned in three Ages:
1 . B e f o r e w r i t t e n l a w

2. When Law of Moses was given
3. Christian Age

I . B e f o r e W r i t t e n L a w

In Genesis, God made man heterosexual (desiring
opposite sex)
Later, man changed this to homosexual (Sexual
activity when both parties are of the same sex)

C. First mention of this sin (Genesis 18:10)
1. Relate: Angels visited Abraham

(50 righteous down to ten could
not be found in Sodom)

2. Men (angels) spent night at Lot’s house
-Men tried to get in -blinded, but still
became weary trying to get in
(Genesis 19:11)

3. Lord rained down fire and brimstone

A .

c c 5 5

B .

B .

C .
C .

D .

A .

B .

C .
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D. Who are these homosexuals Paul described?
1. The ones that God had revealed His wrath

against
2. The ones that God had given up to lust

and d ishonor the i r bod ies

E. How can any person refuse to believe God and
not t ake as tand?

rV. Can The Sin Of Homosexuality Be
Forgiven?

A. YES, just as other sins when Jesus’ blood is
allowed through obedience!

B. Paul wrote to Christians at Corinth:
(1 Corinthians 6:9,10).

1. Here Paul said they (along with other sins)
wi l l be lost

2. Can this be changed?
3. Yes (v. 11).
4. When homosexuals obey gospel

(Romans 1:16), they are saved
C o n c l u s i o n :

Time to recognize Homosexuality as asin, not a
body or mind disorder!
God approves heterosexuality in marriage
(Hebrms 13:4) man cannot change God’s will and
still please Him
Try to convert the homosexual, but if they
reftise, let God’s Word condemn

CHOOSE for yourselves this day whom you will
serve, ...But as for me and my house, we will serve
the LORD” (Joshua 24:15)

A .

B .

C .

D . C C
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Is Homosexuality ASin?

I n t r o d u c t i o n :

nthe early 80’s there was featured on one of the evening
news programs aseries on the gay movement in our
nation. An effort was made to give all the facets of this

movement, but very little was shown to inform the viewers
the teaching of the Bible, and even the preacher they chose to
interview would not take astand. He claimed to be aminister
of the word, but he did not give asingle scripture. In fact, his
failing to take astand for the truth may have caused many to
accept homosexuality as being right with God and society.
Only one side (the gay’s side) was fully presented, but be
assured that God has the truth on this subject which must be
considered. Remember, when God condemns something,
even if all society approves, it is still wrong.

Some have said: “Just ignore this problem and it will soon
go away since only afew in this nation are involved.” Those
that feel this way are mistaken. According to one report by
Kinsey, 10% of our nation’s population is believed to be
homosexual, and 25% of the population of San Francisco,
California is gay. This means that 200,000 in this California
city are gay. Since these figures are increasing yearly, does the
problem seem to be diminishing?

This sinful movement has boldly made inroads into
business, governments, and churches, and it is time for New
Testament Christians to stop hiding our heads in the sand,
and begin teaching God’s Word. Be assured that as Christians
we do not have to be on the fence, because the Bible makes it
plain that homosexuality is aSIN! It was condemned in the
Old Testament, and the same is true in the New. Let us turn
our attention to what the Bible says about homosexuality.
C o n d e m n e d I n O l d Te s t a m e n t B e f o r e L a w
O f M o s e s

The word homosexuality is defined as: “Sexual activity
when both parties are of the same sex.” First of all, notice
that this was condemned in the Old Testament. The first
mention of this being practiced was in the days of Abraham
before the written law of Moses was given. Angels appeared
to Abraham in the form of men to announce that he and
Sarah would have ason (Genesis 18:10). One of these angels
represented the Lord, and as they looked toward the cities of
Sodom and Gomorrah, the Lord said that the cry of their sin
is very grievous. Abraham talked with the Lord and asked
Him to save the cities if fifty righteous could be found. The
Lord agreed, but fifty could not be found. Abraliam moved
the number to forty five, forty, thirty, twenty, and finally
ten, and the Lord agreed to save the cities if only ten
righteous could be found. However, ten righteous could not

be found, and therefore, the cities must be destroyed.
Two angels came to visit Lot (Abraham’s nephew) at

Sodom, and Lot insisted that they spend the night at his
house. Before they laid down that night to sleep, the men of
Sodom (both young and old) came to Lot’s house calling for
the men, and desiring asexual relationship with them (Genesis
19:5). Lot had two daughters, but they didn’t want them
because these men were homosexuals and desired their own

sex. Therefore, they pressed Lot to let them in even to the
point of breaking down the door. Thus, the two men (Lot’s
guests) put forth their hand, and pulled Lot into the house
and shut the door (v. 10). Then to stop the lustful men of
Sodom, Lot’s guests used God’s power to make them blind.
Did this stop them? It kept them out, but the Bible says:
“they became weary trying to find the door” (Genesis 19:11).

At this point, the men of God made this announcement:
“For we will destroy this place, because the outcry against them has

grown great brfore the face of the Lord, and the Lord has sent us to
destroy it” (v. 13). Next we read: “Then the Lord rained
brimstone and fire on Sodom and Gomorrah, from the Lord out of
the heavens. So he overthrew those cities, all the plain, all the
inhahitants of the cities, and what grew on the ground” (vs. 24,
25). Today, these cities are unknown and some believe that
the Dead Sea stands with all of its deadness and corruption as
areminder of how God felt about the sin of sodomy and
homosexuality.

The apostle Peter refers to these cities: “making them an ex¬
ample to those who afterward would live ungodly” (2 Peter 2:6).
The practice of homosexuality (according to Peter) is ungod¬
ly, and God condemned it in the first part of the Old Testa¬
m e n t .

I

C o n d e m n e d I n T h e L a w O f M o s e s
When God gave Israel their written law through Moses, He

gave the Ten Commandments, plus adetailed description of
the laws. In Leviticus 18:22, God gave this commandment to
men: “Tou shal l not l ie wi th amale as with awoman. I t is an
abominat ion .

unlawful, but can be defined as hateful, odious, offensive,
unclean, and the context su^ests that God hated such prac¬
tices. Two chapters later, the subject is mentioned again
along with the punishment: “if aman lies with amale as he lies
with awoman, both of them have commited an abomination. They
shall surely be put to death. Their blood shall be upon them
(Leviticus 20:13).

Even though we are not living under this law of Moses to¬
day, it gives us ahistory of how God felt in the past, and lays
the foundation for the way He feels under the Christian age.

The word abomination not only suggests

2 2
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made man and woman heterosexual (to desire the opposite
sex), and giving in to homosexuality changes His will. What if
they are born with this desire? Some people seem to be bom
vdth aweakness to harm others, and may even later desire to
commit murder, but does this justify the sin of murder? All
the publicity, the approval of the majority, and even accep¬
tance by major religions, DO NOT change God’s Word. Try
to convert the homosexuals to the Lord, but if they refuse,
allow God’s Word to stand and condemn this and all other
sins of the flesh.

In the famous words of Joshua: “CHOOSE for yoursebes this
play whom you will serve, ...But as for me and my house, we will
serve the LOBD” (Joshua 24:15).

How could anyone read these scriptures and believe that the
practice of homosexuality is not asin?
Condemned In New Testament Age

When we turn our attention to the age of Christ, the same
teaching of the Old Testament on the sin of homosexuality is
found. When Paul referred back to the law, he wrote: “know¬
ing this: that the law is not made for arighteous person, but for the
lawless and insubordinate, for the ungodly and for sinners, for the
unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and murd̂ ers of
mothers, for manslayers, for fornicators, for sodomites, for kidnap¬
pers. ..”(1 Timothy 1:9,10). Planted securely within this list
of horrible sins is "sodomites.” These are the homosexuals!
Paul classifies the homosexuals with the lawless, ungodly, sin¬
ners, and even murderers! How could any person claiming to
believe the Bible be in doubt as to what is riglit or wrong in
regard to homsexuality?

The apostle Paul also makes astrong attack against this sin
in Romans 1. In verse 18, he begins his description of the cor-
mption of the heathen world: “For the wrath of God is revealed
jrom heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men,
who suppress the truth in unrighteousness. ”He said that these
evil people were: “professirg to be wise, they became fools” (v. 22).
Then he shows how God felt about them: “Therefore God also
gave them up to uneleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor
their bodies amorg themselves” (v. 24). How did they lust and
dishonor their bodies? “For this reason God gave them up to vile
passions. For even their women exchanged the natural use for what is
pgainst nature. Fikewise also the men, leavirg the natural use of the
woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men com¬
mitting what is shameful, arid receiving in themselves the penalty of
their error which was due” (vs. 26,27). These words are written
so plainly that Paul leaves NO DOUBT!

\̂ o are these homosexuals that Paul is describing? They
are the ones that God has revealed His wrath against. They
are the ones that God has given up to uncleanness, lust, and
to dishonor their bodies. How can any Christian uphold this
sin? How can any MAN or WOMAN practice such and
believe that they can serve God? We miglit also ask, how can
any person claim to be achild of God and refuse to take a
stand?

Can The Sin Of Homosexuality Be Forgiven?
Can the sin of homosexuality be forgiven? Yes, just as other

sins of the flesh can be forgiven. When one allows the blood
of Christ to forgive, and turns away from such in obedience,
there is forgiveness. To the church at Corinth Paul wrote:
“Do you not know that the unrghteous will not inherit the kingdom
of God? Do not be deceived. Neither famicators, nor idolaters, nor
cuiulterers, norhomosexuab, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous,
nor drunkards, norrevilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kirgdom
of God” (1 Corinthians 6:9,10). Here Paul has declared that
homosexuals and sodomites (along with other evils) will not
be saved if they continue in their sins. The important ques¬
tion is, can they be saved? Paul answers this in the next verse:
“And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were
sanctified, but you were justijied in the name of the Ford Jesus and by
the Spirit of our God” (v. 11). When these homosexuals of the
past, obeyed the Gospel (Romans 1:16), and gave up this and
other sins, they became clean and saved.
C o n c l u s i o n :

Therefore, it is time to recognize that homosexuality is a
SIN, not aSICKNESS or body and mind disorder. God
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What Hinders Me From Being Baptized?

(Acts 17:30)
H. Learned thus far, no baptism without believing

and repenting
EH. Because Of Wrong Purpose

A. Many hindered because they don’t understand
the purpose of baptism

1. This has been a“hot” controversy for
many years

2. Why? Is it because the Bible is not clear?
3. Let the Bible speak for itself

B. Whole religious world divided into two beliefs:
1. Baptism is NOT essential
2. Baptism IS essential

C. Both can’t be right -opposite extremes, and the
Bible does not contradict itself

D. Let us read and compare three important
scriptures:

I. (Acts 2:38); (Acts 22:10-16); (Mark 16:16)
2. Summed up: Salvation from the remission

of s ins

3. Way of reaching blood and new birth
(John 3:5)

E. Therefore, those teaching not essential -
teaching error

I. Hindering the lost from baptism
F. Did not say: “Believe, saved, and then be

baptized to join adenomination!”
I. But, believe, be baptized, and saved.

(Mark 16:16)

TV. Because Of The Wrong Act
A. New Testament writers wrote only of immersion

1. Word for baptize means: “to dip,
immerse, sink, to overwhelm

2. First time sprinkling added, third century -
called “clinical baptism

3. 753 A.D. first law for sprinkling issued
4. Bible has never taught it!

B. Biblical example -went down into the water
(Acts 8:38,39)

C. Baptism is aburial (Romans 6:4; Cohssians 2:12)
D. To teach wrong act, is to hinder proper baptism

I n t r o d u c t i o n ;
A. Ethiopian eunuch asked this question after

taught about Jesus
1. (Acts 8:36)

B. Over the years, thousands hindered by various
r e a s o n s

1. Want to study some biblical things that
h i n d e r :

I. Because They Don’t Believe
A. When the eunuch asked “what hinders me?

Answer: “If you believe, you may
B. Be l ieve in wha t?

I. In God? Yes (Hebrews 11:6)
2. Also must believe that Jesus is the Son of

G o d

C. Notice instructions to apostles from Jesus when
s e n t t o w o r l d

I. (Mark 16:15,16) Must first believe, then
baptism

2. Had to believe the gospel -death, burial
and resu r rec t i on

D. Those who do not believe in Jesus are hindered
a n d c o n d e m n e d

n. From Lack Of Repentance
A. Let us first define repentance

1. “To change one’s mind, heart and will
which is followed by achange of actions

2. Asinner decides to stop following sin and
to follow Jesus

B. Jesus gives an illustration of repentance
(Matthew 21:28,29)

C. In Acts 2, Peter’s first step -to make believers
D. When they became believers, “cut to the heart

1. Asked what to do to be saved (v. 37)
2. Peter’s answer (v. 38)

E. In (Acts 3:19), Peter told another audience to
repent

1. There can be no baptism without
repentance

F. Jesus taught that it is either repentance or perish
(Luke 13:3)

G. Paul taught its importance on Mars Hill

5 5

5 5

5 5
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V. Because Of Wrong Subjects
A. Not asingle command or example to baptize

i n f a n t s

1. This practice began about 160-250 A.D.
Does the Bible give an exact age to baptize?

1. No, gives principles that rule out infants
Subjects must be able to hear and believe gospel
(Mark 16:16)
Bapdsm is for remission of sins -Infants have no

B .

C .

D .
s m s

1. (Matthew 18:3)
E. When reach age to sin, must be baptized
F. Infant baptism hinders many from being

scripturally baptized
VI. Rejects God’s Council

During Jesus’s ministry, Pharisees and Lawyers
hindered from John’s baptism

1. What hindered them from being baptized?
2. “rejected the counsel of God for themsebes

(Luke 7:30)
B. This is usually the foundation for all other

h i n d r a n c e s

1. To refuse baptism is to refuse the word of
G o d

Those that don’t want baptism essential, reject
the counse l o f God

V n . B e c a u s e O f P r o c r a s t i n a t i o n
Procastination” means to “put off”

1. May study bapdsm and agree that it is
essential, but put off obeying

2. “The road to hell is paved with good
i n t e n t i o n s .

B. Paul fervendy preached the gospel to Felix
1. Reasoned about righteousness, self-control,

and judgment to come
2. Fearful, but sent him away for a

convenient time (Acts 24:22-25)
3. No record in Bible or history that he ever

obeyed
4. Th is h indrance cost Fe l ix h is sou l !

A .

3 }

C .

A . c c

C o n c l u s i o n :
A . In this study, have looked at seven hindrances

that keep people from being baptized
1 . T h i s i s a s e r i o u s m a t t e r - i n v o l v e s

disobeying God!
If you have not been baptized as apenitent
believer for the remission of sins, which of tliese
have hindered you?

I . D o c t r i n e s o f m e n d r i v e o n e f r o m G o d
(2 John 9)

2, Why not come now?

B .
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What Hinders Me From Being Baptized?

I n t r o d u c t i o n ;
nActs 8:36, after an Ethiopian eunuch had been taught
about Jesus by Philip the evangelist, he asked; “See, here
is water. What hinders me from being baptized?

For many years, thousands have been hindered from being
baptized by various reasons. You are invited to study with me
some of the things mentioned in the Bible that hinder
one from being baptized.

Because They Don’t Believe
When the eunuch asked, “what hinders me,

answered, “Ifyou believe, you may.” To baptize an unbeliever
would be wasting time. Believe in what.̂  Believe in God the
Father.̂  Yes, because Hebrews 11:6 says, “But without faith it is
impossible to please him. ”However, one must also believe in
His Son, Jesus Christ.

Notice the instrucdons Jesus gave to His aposdes when He
sent them to preach to the sinful world: “Go into all the world
and preach the gospel to every creature. He who believes and is bap¬
tized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned
(Mark 16:15,16). Before baptism, the sinner had to believe
the gospel -the good news of Chdst’s death, burial and resur-
recdon. Thus, those that do not believe in Jesus the Son of
God, are hindered from bapdsm, and will be condemned.

of sins, and there can be no sins blotted out without repen¬
t a n c e .

Jesus was told of some Galileans diat had suffered by the
hand of Pilate. Jesus answered: “I tell you, no; but unless you
repent you will all likewise perish” (Luke 13:3). Paul later told the
Athenians who worshipped false gods: “Truly, these times of
gnorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to
repent” (Acts 17:30).

What have we learned thus far? First of all, those that do
not believe Jesus to be the Chdst, are hindered from being
baptized. Secondly, those that will not repent and turn
cannot be bapdzed. What else hinders people from being
baptized?
Because Of Wrong Purpose

Many are hindered from being baptized because they do
not understand the purpose of baptism. The purpose of bap¬
tism has been a“hot” controversy for many years. Why is
the purpose of baptism aproblem? Is it because the Bible
doesn’t make its purpose cear? Let us see!

The whole religious world is divided into two behefe as to
the purpose of baptism. (1) Baptism is NOT essential for
salvation, and (2) Baptism IS essential for salvation. Can both
of these extremes be correct? Does the Bible approve both?

Please observe that these two purposes of baptism are op¬
posite extremes. To say that both are correct would make the
Bible contradict itself. Since the Bible doesn’t contradict
itself, this means that mankind has caused the contradiction.
Therefore, we need to know which purpose God (in His
Word) approves.

Let us read three verses on the purpose of baptism, and
resolve to honestly accept whatever they teach regardless of
what we wish to believe or whatever religions of today may
teach. This is the only way we can know and accept God’s
purpose of baptism.

The first scripture refers us to what Peter told the lost
crucifiers on the birthday of Christ’s church. “Repent, and let
every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christfor the remis¬
sion of sins” (Acts 2:38). Notice the purpose for baptism,
the remission of sins! “Emission of sins” means “In order to
the forgiveness of sins.

When the “chief of sinners,” Saul of Tarsus, met Jesus on
the road to Damascus, he became abeliever in Jesus and
asked, “What shall Ido. Lord? (Acts 22:10). He was instructed
to go into Damascus where he would be told what to do.
After three days in Damascus, Ananias (a preacher) told him:
“And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash
away your sins callirg on the name of the land” (v. 16). Here, the

I

Philip^ 2

From Lack Of Repentance
Some are hindered by lack of repentance. Before we talk

about the importance of repentance, let us define it. Repen¬
tance means to change one’s mind, heart and will which is
followed by achange of actions. The sinner decides to stop
following the devil and to begin following Jesus. Let us con¬
sider Jesus’ illustration of repentance:

“But what think ye? Acertain man had two sons; and he came to
the jirst, and said, ‘Son, go work today in my vineyard. ’He
answered and said, ‘I will not;’ but afterward HE REPENTED,
and went” (Matthew 21:28,29).

In Acts 2, Peter convinced his audience to believe that Jesus
was the Christ. At one time they were disbelievers to the
joint that they crucified Jesus. Now they are “cut to the

and ask, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” (v. 37).? 5

h e a r t

They are already believers, so Peter commands; “Repent, and let
every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remis¬
sion of sins; and you shall receive thegift of the Holy Spirit” (v. 38). If
they had refused to repent and turn, they would have been
hindered from being baptized!

In chapter 3of Acts, Peter tells another audience to; “Repent
therefore and be converted, that your sins may be bhtted out
(v. 19a). There can be no baptism, there can be no remission

5 3
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purpose of baptism was “to wash away sins.
Let us now ask Jesus, “what is the purpose of baptism?”

When Jesus sent the apostles to the world to preach, He gave
His purpose of baptism: “He who believes and is baptized will be
saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned (Mark 16:16).
Jesus taught that the purpose of baptism is to be saved. Now,
let us sum up the purpose of baptism taught by these three
scriptures:

It is for: “the remission of sins, ”This is the Lord’s way for a
penitent believer to reach the saving blood of Jesus. Only the
birth of WATER and the SPIRIT (John 3:5) will please God.
Any other purpose of baptism will hinder!

Therefore, those who teach that baptism is NOT essential
for salvation are teaching error, and are guilty of hindering
honest souls from obeying Jesus to be saved. Always
remember, Jesus did not say, “He who believes is saved and
then baptized to join adenomination,” but He said, “He
who believes and is baptized will be saved” (Mark 16:16).

Because Of The Wrong Act
The New Testament writers wrote only of immersion as the

act of baptism. In fact, the word for baptize means: “to dip,
immerse, sink, to overwhelm.” The first time that man
added sprinkling was in the 3rd century, and then it was used
only as “clinical baptism.” Only those in hospitals with
special permission were sprinkled. It was not until 753 A.D.
that the first law for sprinkling was issued. Remember, man
has approved it, but God has never approved it! Notice that
t h e B i b l e t e a c h e s O N LY i m m e r s i o n :

When Philip baptized the eunuch, we read the following
description: “And both Philip and the eunuch went down into the
water, and he baptized him. Now when they came up out of the water
... .he went on his way rejokif̂ ” (Acts 8:38,39). Very simply,
they went into the water, he was baptized when in the water,
and they both came out of the water. This is immersion! Bap¬
tism is aburial (Bomans 6:4; Cobssians 2:12).

Because Of Wrong Subjects
There is not asingle example or command to baptize in¬

fants. The practice of baptizing infants was not practiced until
about 160 -250 A.D. Does the Bible give an exact age to be
baptized? No, but it gives principles to be met that rule out
infants. Jesus taught His apostles to baptize those that they
taught and those who believed the gospel (Mark 16:16). An
infant cannot be taught or made to believe the gospel.

Baptism, as we have found, is “for the remission of sins,”
and infants do not have sins. Jesus taught, “unlessym are con¬
verted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the
kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 18:3). When infants grow to the
age to commit sin, and can be taught to believe and repent,
they are subjects for baptism. Some who were baptized as in-
frnts are hindered from baptism when older because they feel
that their baptism is acceptable.
Rejects God’s Council

During the ministry of Christ we find an example of the
Pharisees and Lawyers hindered from being baptized with
John’s baptism. What hindered them? “But the Pharisees and
lawyers rejected the counsel of God for themselves, not having been
baptized by him” (Luke 7:30). The same is true with Jesus’
baptism!

After all hindrances are considered, this one is usually the
foundation of all others. The Word of God makes it crystal
clear that baptism is one of the essential commands to be

obeyed to be saved, but millions do not want it to be essen¬
tial, and therefore reject the counsel of God. What aserious
h i n d r a n c e !

B e c a u s e O f P r o c r a s t i n a t i o n
The word “procrastination” means to “put off,” and this

has hindered many from baptism. They may study baptism
and recognize its importance, but decide to wait until a
future day to obey. Good intentions that are not carried out
bring failure. “The road to hell is paved with good inten¬
t i o n s .

The apostle Paul preached fervently the gospel to aruler
named Felix. He reasoned to this ruler about righteousness,
self-control, and the judgment to come. What was Felix’s
response? In fear he said: “Go away for now; when Ihave acon¬
venient time Iwill call for you” (Acts 24:22-25). As far as we
know, this convenient time never came, and this hindrance
cost Felix his soul!

C o n c l u s i o n :

In this study, we have looked at seven things that often
hinder people from obeying God in baptism. Some are
hindered because they don’t believe, they won’t repent, they
don’t understand the purpose or act of baptism, are confused
as to who should be baptized, they reject the counsel of God,
and procrastinate. This is aserious matter that involves obey¬
ing God and reaching the blood of Jesus for forgiveness of
sins.

5 )

If you have not been baptized as apenitent believer for the
remission of sins, which of these have hindered you? Any
teaching other than the Word of God is adoctrine of man,
and drives one away from God. John wrote: “Whoever trans¬

gresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God.
He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the
Son” (2 John 9).

Would you give this serious consideration, and obey Him
n o w ?
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