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Tim is agood friend to Bob and is concerned that Bob has never become
AChristian. While having aCoke together, Tim decided to bring up the
subjec t .

Not really,
Tim. You
see, Ijust

d o n ' t k n o w
anything

a b o u t
the B ib le

a n d w h a t a
Christian is!

rBob, have^
y o u e v e r
t h o u g h t

a b o u t

b e c o m i n g
,a Chr i s t ian?

Tim pulls asmall booklet from his pocket and places it on the table in front
o f Bob . Then the conve rsa t i on con t i nues .

●h,
^That'S ^

/ i n te res t i ng ,
but do you

t h i n k
I c o u l d

u n d e r s t a n d

^ob, Ihav^
al i t t l e se l f -
t e a c h i n g V V / q

b o o k l e t w i t h
m a n y v e r s e s

f r o m t h e
B i b e o n

the subject
o f w h o w e

a r e , a n d o u r
n e e d f o r

I s a l v a t i o n

i t ?

■ y

At this point, Tim could see that Bob was interested in this subject, so he
explained why he believed that he could understand.

W h a t d o
y o u

m e a n
Yes, Bob, you

c a n

u n d e r s t a n d

b y
s e l f -

t e a c h i n g ?t h i s
b o o k l e t

b e c a u s e i t
h a s c h a r t s
a n d e a c h

v e r s e i s

self- teaching!



Bob opened the booklet and Tim showed him how the Bible verses had
brackets with comments and other Scriptures for study, This was interesting
and pleased Bob,

'This looks'
great!

Tim, could
Itake this

h o m e

and study

W h a t d o
you think,

B o b ?

i t ?

This is what Tim hoped he would want to do. Therefore, Bob could see
Tim's expression that he was pleased with his interest,

Thanks Tim!
Maybe

. i n a f e w
days

we can get
■ b a c k

together
a n d d i s c u s s

w h a t l
h a v e

l e a r n e d .

nYes, Bob. Iwould T,
be happy for ^
you to take V f T

it!

Tim and Bob went their separate ways and Bob went home immediately
so tha t he cou ld beg in s tudy ing th is book le t .
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'ere i6 the booklet, ’Pathway of Lî hf

that Dob studied. Would you also

study it carefully so that you can
enow what Dob learned?
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The hximan race began pure with the
first man and woman, Adam and
Eve. God built their first house, a
beautiful garden, and decorated it
with trees for both beauty and food.
The garden also contained two spe¬
cial trees, “the tree of life” and “the
tree of the knowledge of good and
evil.” The only restriction given this
first couple was not to eat of “the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil.”
To eat of it would bring deathl

m m i
- 1 ^

m

T h e G a r d e n o f E d e n

Gen . 2 :8 And the LORD God p lan ted aga rden eas twa rd i n
Eden, and there he put the man [Adam] whom he had formed
[Gen . 1 :26 ,27 ] .

Gen. 2:9 And out of the groimd the LORD God made to grow
[God has power to command all His creation] every tree that is
pleasant [pleasing] to the sight, [eyes] and good for food. The
tree of life [as long as man and woman could eat of this tree,
they could l ive forever, Gen. 3:22,24] was also in the midst
[middle] of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil [the only tree in the garden that was forbidden to Adam
and Eve, vss. 16,17].

Gen. 2:10 and ariver went out of Eden to water the garden;
[God knew that water is essential for abeautiful lush garden] and
f rom there i t was par ted , [d iv ided ] and became fom: heads
[overheads or headstreams].

G e n . 2 : 1 5 A n d t h e L O R D G o d t o o k t h e m a n , [ A d a m ] a n d p u t
him into the garden of Eden to dress [tend and cultivate] it and
to keep it [at this point, the ground had not been cursed due to
s in , there fore no thorns , th is t les , o r sweat o f the face, Gen. 3 :17-
19],
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O n e T r e e I s F o r b i d d e n

G e n . 2 : 1 6

suggestion] the man. [Adam] saying, ”Of every tree of the
garden you may freely [a gift from God] eat; [God was fair In
allowing him to eat from ALL trees except one, vs. 17].

Gen. 2:17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil,
[a test t ree to see I f man would a l low God to d i rect h im—a test to
choose obedience or disobedience] you shall not eat from it; for
in the day that you eat of it you shall siu-ely die" [death-will
be cut off spiritually from God, and driven from the tree of life to
eventually experience physical death].

And the LORD God commanded [not Just a

W o m a n I s M a d e F r o m M a n

Gen. 2:18 And the LORD God said, “It is not good [the first
time (recorded) that God said about His creation, that something
was not good] that the man should be alone; [ lonel iness Is a
heavy burden to cany] Iwill make him an help meet [helper
suitable or comparable] for him.”

Gen. 2:21 And the LORD God caused adeep sleep to fall
upon Adam, and he slept; and He took one of his ribs, [from .
under his arm close to his heart] and closed up the flesh in its
place [the first recorded major surgeiy performed on mankind—
God was the surgeon].

Gen. 2:22 And the r ib, which the LORD God had taken from
man, [Adam] He made into awoman, [In God’s Image, Gen.
1:27;—Adam named her Eve, Gen. 3:20] and brought her to the
m a n [ A d a m ] .

Gen. 2:23 And Adam said, “This is now bone of my bones,
and flesh of my flesh; [before the rib was removed. It had been a
part of Adam's body, and now In marriage, the oneness is
restored, vs. 24] she shall be called Woman, because she was
taken out of Man” [1 Cor. 11:8].

G e n . 2 : 2 4 T h e r e f o r e s h a l l a m a n l e a v e h i s f a t h e r a n d h i s
mother, and shall cleave [be Joined or united] to his wife, and
they shall become one flesh [Jesus adds, ‘Therefore what God
has Joined together, let not man separate,” Mt. 19:6].
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T h e G r e a t F a l l

Adam and Eve disobeyed God
and ate of the forbidden tree.

The serpent, as the devil, de¬
ceived Eve to believe that eat¬

ing would make her wise like
God. He l ied and to ld her that
s h e w o u l d n o t d i e i f s h e a t e

from the tree. Thus, she ate,
gave to her husband, and he ate,
and death came to mankind.

D A R K N E S S
m

PA R A D I S E I

The Serpen t—the Dev i l

Now the serpent [representing the devil, Rev. 12:9]G e n . 3 : 1

was more crafty [cunnlng--hls aim is to deceive Eve, 2Cor. 11:3]
than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made.
And he said to the woman, “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall
not eat o f every t ree o f the garden ’?” [ the serpent made i t
appear that she was being deprived if she could not eat of every
t ree ] .

Gen. 3:2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of
the fruit of the trees of the garden; [except one, vs. 3].

Gen. 3:3 but of the fruit of the tree [of the knowledge of good
and ev i l , Gen . 2 :17 ] wh i ch i s i n t he m ids t [m idd le ] o f t he
garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat of it, neither shall
you touch it, or you will die’ ”[the tree of life was also In the
middle of the garden, but at this point, they could eat from it,
Gen. 2:9] .

Gen. 3:4 And the serpent said to the woman, “You shall not
smely die [the serpent tells alie to deceive Eve—later he will be
called by Jesus the father of aliar, John 8:44].

Gen. 3:5 For God knows that in the day you eat of i t , [from
the forbidden tree] your eyes will be opened, and you will be
like God, knowing good and evil” [yes, their eyes will be opened,
but the serpent neglected to mention that Eve, along with her
husband, will know shame from being naked, fear toward God,
and w i l l know abou t dea th ] .
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A d a m a n d E v e S i n

Gen. 3:6 And when the woman saw that the [fruit of the] tree
good for food, [lust of the flesh] and that it was pleasant

[pleasing] to the eyes, [lust of the eyes] and atree desirable to
make one wise, [pride of life, cf. 1John 2:16] she took of its
fruit, [the kind of fruit Is never mentioned—that It was an apple Is
only amyth] and ate. She also gave to her husband with her,
and he ate [Eve was deceived In eating, but not Adam, 1Tim.
2 : 1 4 ] .

w a s

God Appears To Them
Gen. 3:8 And they heard the voice [sound] of the LORD God
walking in the garden in the cool [wind or breeze] of the day,
and Adam and h is wi fe h id themselves f rom the presence of
the LORD God [sin separates the ones sinning from God, cf. Isa.
59:1,2] among the trees of the garden [sin also brings shame
and fear of the presence of God, vss. 9-12].

Gen. 3 :11 And He [God] sa id , “Who to ld you that you were
naked? Have you eaten of the tree, [the tree of knowledge of
good and evil, Gen. 2:17] of which Icommanded you that you
should not eat?” [have you disobeyed Me?]

Gen. 3:12 And the man said, “The woman [passes the blame]
whom You gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I
ate” [look what You and the woman caused me to do, seems to be
I n f e r r e d ! ] .

A n d t h e L O R D G o d s a i d t o t h e w o m a n , ” W h a t i sG e n . 3 : 1 3

this that you have done?” [the question Infers, why would you
do the very thing you were commanded not to do]. And the
woman said, [to tiy to Justify her sin] “The serpent [representing
the devil. Rev. 12:9] beguiled [deceived] me, and Iate” [this was
true, he deceived her and she ate. but she could have refused—
she was not forced to eat].

P u n i s h m e n t F o r S i n

Gen . 3 : 22 And t he LORD God sa i d , [ t o Adam a f t e r s i n had been
committed by both] “Behold, the man has become like one of
Us, [like God—later one can learn that God has three persons, the
Father, the Word (Chr is t ) , and the Holy Spir i t , 1John 5:7] to
know good and evil [they had disobeyed and eaten of the tree of
knowledge of good and evil and brought death, Gen. 2:17]. And
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now, lest he put out his hand and take also of the tree of life,
[In the middle of the garden, Gen. 2:9] and eat, and live for
ever"-- [sin has deprived them of this tree of life—life forever, and
they (along with the whole human race) must now depend on the
Seed of woman for eternal l i fe, Gen. 3:15].

Gen. 3:23 therefore the LORD God sent him [Adam with his
wife] out from the garden of Eden, to till [work] the ground
[because of sin, the ground has now been cursed to grow thorns
and t h i s t l e s—man mus t now swea t and t o i l , and woman w i l l have
pain in childbirth, Gen. 3:16-19] from which he was taken [sin
wil l also cause Adam and Eve to someday physical ly die and
return to the dust , Gen. 3 :19] .

Hope Through aWew Nation
Sin made it very dark in Para¬

dise. but God began alight of
hope by promising the Seed of
w o m a n . L a t e r , G o d c h o s e
Abraham to begin anation to
b e t h e k i n f o l k s o f G o d ’ s S o n .
T h i s n a t i o n w o u l d b e c a l l e d t h e
I s r a e l i t e s a n d J e w s . G o d ’ s S o n

would have an earthly mother
from this nation, but no earthly
f a t h e r . H i s m o t h e r w o u l d c o n ¬

ceive by the Holy Spirit!

A F u t u r e

P r o m f s e d
I ●

T h e S e r p e n t R e c e i v e s a C u r s e
A n d t h e L O R D G o d s a i d t o t h e s e r p e n t , [ t h a tG e n . 3 : 1 4

allowed the devil to appear through it, Gen. 3:1] “Because you
have done this, [that which had happened to bring sin] you are
cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; on
your beUy you shall go, and you shall eat dust all the days of
your l i fe.

T h e S e e d o f W o m a n P r o m i s e d

Gen. 3 :15 And I [God] w i l l pu t enmi ty [ha t red ] be tween you
[the serpent representing the devil. Rev. 12:9] and the woman.
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and between your seed [the serpent representing the de\1l] and
her Seed; [the seed of woman—the seed of man Is not mentioned
because avirgin will bring aSavior to earth to bruise the head of
the dev i l , c f . Isa. 7 :14: Lk. 1 :31,34,35] He shal l bru ise your
head, [suggests adeath blow to the devil] and you shall bruise
His heel” [to bring the death blow to the devil, the Seed of woman
w i l l b e b r u i s e d i n t h e h e a l — f r o m t h e N e w T e s t a m e n t w e k n o w t h a t
th i s Sav io r wou ld d ie to save mank ind f rom s in and the dexd l , bu t
He wou ld no t rema in dead ] .

A G r e a t N a t i o n i s P r o m i s e d

N o w t h e L O R D h a d s a i d t o A b r a m , [ l a t e r c a l l e dG e n . 1 2 : 1

Abraham—God now begins preparation with Abraham for the
Seed of woman to someday come to earth] “Get out of yotnr
co tmt ry, [ i n E r o f the Cha ldees , Gen . 11 :28 ] and f rom your
kindred, [relatives] and from your father's house, [ in Er of the
Chaldees, Gen. 11:28] to aland that Iwi l l show you [a special
i n h e r i t a n c e f o r t h e d e s c e n d a n t s o f A b r a h a m ] .

Gen. 12 :2 And Iw i l l make o f you agreat na t ion , [ th is na t ion
will be called Israelites or Jews] and Iwill bless you, and make
your name great; and you shal l be ablessing.

Gen . 12 :3 And Iw i l l b l ess t hose who b less you , and cu rse
him who curses you; [this nation will be guided and protected by
the power of God] and in you shall all the families of the earth
shall be blessed" [by bringing this Seed of woman to earth to
bruise the head of the serpent, the devil, Gen. 3:15].

A l l N a t i o n s W i l l B e B l e s s e d

Acts 3:25 You are the children [sons] of the prophets, [of the
same race, followers, disciples—seeking the same things] and of
t h e c o v e n a n t w h i c h G o d m a d e w i t h o u r f a t h e r s , s a y i n g t o
Abraham, [Gen. 12:3: 18:18: 22:18: 28:14] ‘And in your seed
shal l a l l the fami l ies of the earth be blessed’ [Chr ist brought
the spiritual blessing of this promise, Rom. 4:13,16: Gal. 3:16].

1Cor. 15:21 For since by man [Adam] came death, [Gen. 3:19:
Rom. 5:12: 6:23: Heb. 9:27] by Man [Jesus Christ] came also the
r e s u r r e c t i o n o f t h e d e a d , [ fi r s t J e s u s , a n d t h e n t h o s e w h o
be l i eve on H im, John 11 :25 : 5 :21 : 6 :39 ,40 ] .

1Cor. 15:22 For as in Adam all [human beings] die, even so
in Christ [a contrast—those who believe on Him to the point of
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being bom of water and the Spirit, John 3:3,5: Gal. 3:26,27] shall
a l l be made a l i ve [w i l l be resur rec ted to e te rna l l i f e , John
5 : 2 8 , 2 9 ] .

T h e N a t i o n I s C a l l e d t h e I s r a e l i t e s

2Cor. 11:22 Are they Hebrews? so am I. Are they Israelites?
so am I. Are they the seed of Abraham? so am I.

Isay then, has God cast away Ipermanently] HisR o m . 1 1 : 1

people? [the chosen nation of the Jews, cf, 1Sam, 12:22], God
forbid [certainly not--may it never be--cf. Ps. 94:14: Jer. 46:27].
For I[Paul] also am an Israelite, of the seed [a descendent] of
Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin [one of the two tribes that
made up the kingdom of Judah].

God’s Son Born Through This Nation

Gen. 49:10 The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, [one of
the twelve tribes that made up the nation of Israel] nor alawgiver
from between his feet, imtil Shiloh [the Messiah or Seed] come;
and to Him shall the gathering of the people be.

Gal. 4:4 But when the fulness of the time had come, [the time
appointed by the Father, Gen. 49:10: Eph. 1:10] God sent forth
His Son, made [born] of awoman, [Gen. 3:15] made [born]
under the law, [Jesus became flesh under the final months of the
Old Testament or law of Moses which ended at His death. Col.
2 :14 : c f . John 1 :14 : c f . M t . 20 :28 : 1Pe t . l : 18 ,19 : -He made
preparation for His kingdom which is under the new covenant,
Mt . 4 :17 : 6 :33 ] .

Gal. 4:5 to redeem [buy back or purchase freedom, Rom. 8:3: 1
Cor. 6:20: Col. 1:14] those who were imder the law, [law of
Moses] that we might receive the adoption as sons [this gift
from God releases those who accept Him from bondage-from
under t he l aw, John 1 :12 ] ,

7



Prophecies of Hope

Many prophets within this na¬
tion foretold the coming of this
Savior, but John the baptist was
the one who would prepare the
way by baptizing Him to fulfill
all righteousness, and would
present Him to the Jewish na¬
tion. Later on, this Savior would
be in t roduced to a l l o the r na¬
t ions o f the wor ld .

i m m m

Ebcefcdl

Born of aVirgin

T h e r e f o r e t h e L o r d H i m s e l f w i l l g i v e y o u a s i g n :I s a . 7 : 1 4

[mi racu lous proof ) . Behold, av i rg in sha l l conceive [wi thout a
man—by the Holy Spirit, Lk. 1:35] and bear aSon, and shall call
H i s n a m e I m m a n u e l [ G o d w i t h u s , M t . 1 : 2 3 : c f . M t . 1 : 2 1 : L k .
1 :31 : John 1 :45 ] .

Sun of Righteousness
B o r n i n B e t h l e h e m

M l c a h 5 : 2

s ix mi les south-southeast of Jerusalem] though you are l i t t le
[smal l ] among the thousands of Judah, yet out o f you shal l
come forth to Me the One to be ruler in Israel, [Mt. 2:1-16: Lk.
2:4-15: John 7:42] whose goings forth [origins] have been from
of old, from everlasting [from days of eternity, John 1:1-3],

M a i . 4 : 2

R ighteousness w i l l a r ise w i th hea l ing in H is w ings ; [He w i l l
have power to heal both the body and soul] and you shall go out
and grow up [grow, fa t ] l ike ca lves of the s ta l l [ the Sun of
Righteousness will bring ablessing to all].

But you, Bethlehem Ephratah, [ located in Judea.

B u t t o y o u w h o f e a r M y n a m e , t h e S u n o f

8



One Like Elijah to Prepare the Way
Behold, Iwill send 70U Elijah [one of the famousM a i . 4 : 5

prophets of the Old Testament—John the baptist came in the
likeness of Elijah to prepare the way of the Lord, Mt. 11:14; Mk.
9:11-13; Lk. 1 :17; John 1:21;—the Old Testament E l i jah a lso
returned to the scene of transfiguration, Mt. 17:3-13] the prophet
before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD.

A n d h e w i l l t u r n t h e h e a r t o f t h e f a t h e r s t o t h eM a i . 4 : 6
children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, [John
made preparation by calling the Jews to repentance, Mt. 3:2] lest
I c o m e a n d s t r i k e t h e e a r t h w i t h a c u r s e .

This Elijah was John the Baptist
In those days [when Jesus was about 30 years old.M a t t . 3 : 1

Lk. 3:23] came John [son of Zacarlas and Elizabeth, Lk. 1:57,58]
the Baptist, [Immerser, one who baptized for the remission of
sins, Mk. 1:4] preaching in the wilderness of Judea, [desert
valley of Jordan, thinly populated].

And saying. Repent you: [change your mind.M a t t . 3 : 2

purpose, and actions, Mt. 21:29: cf. Acts 2:38: 3:19] for the
kingdom [Christ’s church, Mt. 16:18,19] of heaven [foretold by
Daniel, Dan. 2:44] is at hand [Is coming shortly-ls near. Mk.
9:1] .

A n d J o h n w a s c l o t h e d w i t h c a m e l ' s h a i r , [ a c o u r s eM a r k 1 : 6

fabric] and with agirdle of askin [leather belt] about his loins;
[waste-he was dressed like the prophet Elijah, 2K. 1:8, cf. Zech.
13:4] and he did eat locusts [Lev. 11.22] and wild honey;

And preached, saying, “There comes One [Jesus]M a r k 1 : 7

mightier than Iafter me, [has more power and authority, Mt.
28:18] the latchet [strap] of whose shoes [sandals] Iam not
worthy to stoop down and loose [Matthew says, to bear or carry,
M t . 3 : 11 ] .

Mark 1: 8I[John] indeed have baptized you with water: [the
element used In contrast to what Jesus would use] but He [Jesus]
will baptize [Immerse, submerse, emerge-dlp. Acts 2:2] you with
the Holy Spirit” [one of the persons In the godhead associated
with power, 1John 5:7; Acts 1:8].

9



T h e W o r l d ' s G r e a t e s t E v e n t !

Awoman named Mary con¬

ceived by the Holy Spirit and
gave birth to God’s Son who
came to save those lost in sin.

Miracles surrounded His birth.

He grew up in Nazareth of
Galilee, and at the age of
twelve, He was doing work for
His Father in heaven in the

temple.

W^//' <

/ / / ,

B O R N

The Angel Gabriel Promised
J e s u s W o u l d B e B o r n

And in the sixth month [of the pregnancy ofL u k e 1 : 2 6

Elizabeth] the angel Gabriel [an Important spiritual messenger,
mentioned four times In Scriptures, Dan. 8:16; 9:21; Lk. 1:11-20:
L k . 1 : 2 6 - 3 8 ] w a s s e n t f r o m G o d u n t o a c i t y o f G a l i l e e ,
[northern part of Palestine] named Nazareth, [a town In lower
Galilee that belonged to the tribe of Zebulun].

Luke 1:27 To avirgin [Isaiah foretold of this virgin coming as a
sign, Isa. 7:14] espoused [betrothed, or formally engaged which
was legally binding, Deut. 22:23,24] to aman whose name was
Joseph, [a righteous man, Mt. 1:19: compare Job’s character. Job
1:1] of the house [lineage] of David; and the virgin's name was
Mary [at least five women named Mary In the New Testament].

Luke 1:28 And the angel came in unto her, [probably Into her
house] and said, “Hail, [a greeting of rejoicing] you who are
highly favored, [of God, Lk. 1:30, same Greek word used only
one other time, “made accepted," Eph. 1:6] the Lord is with you
[inferring of all that Is about to happen] blessed [“to celebrate
w i t h p r a i s e " ] a r e y o u a m o n g w o m e n ” [ n o t t o t h e p o i n t o f
w o r s h l p - - t h o s e w h o h e a r H i s w o r d a r e m o r e b l e s s e d , L k .
11 : 2 7 , 2 8 ] .
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And when she saw him, [the angel] she wasL u k e 1 : 2 9

troubled [greatly disturbed] at his saying, [word] and cast
[considered or reasoned] in her mind what manner of salutation
[greeting] this should be.

And the angel [Gabriel] said to her, “Fear not.L u k e 1 : 3 0
Mary [spiritual beings often frighten people—Zacharlas was also
afraid of the angel, Lk. 1:13, cf. Rev. 1:17] for you have foimd
favor with God [Jesus also found favor with God and men, Lk.
2 : 5 2 ] .

H e W i l l B e C a l l e d J e s u s

And, behold, [calls attention to that which Is similarL u k e 1 : 3 1

to Isaiah's prophecy, Isa. 7:14] you will conceive in your womb,
[on her part, anatural birth, but aconception without man] and
bring forth [in birth] aSon, and shall call His name JESUS [sex
and name given, cf. Mat. 1:23-25].

He shall be great, [this is basically an echo of Isa.L u k e 1 : 3 2

9:6,7] and shall be called the Son of the Highest; [Most High,
Son of God, cf. Luke 1:35, 76: 2:14: 6:35: 8:28: 19:38] and the
Lord God will give to Him the throne [kingdom, but not of this
world, John 18:36] of His father David [Acts 2:30— also Jesus
was bom of the lineage of David, Mt. 1:1].

And he shall reign over the house of Jacob [God'sL u k e 1 : 3 3

Israel, today, God's spiritual Israel, Gal. 6:16: Phil. 3:3] forever;
and of His kingdom [church, Mt. 16:18,19] there sh^l be no
end” [until the end of time when it is given to the Father, 1Cor.
1 5 : 2 4 ] .

Then said Mary to the angel, “How shal l this be.L u k e 1 : 3 4

[how shall this be possible] seeing [since] Iknow not aman?”
[she was avirgin—no sexual relationship with aman.
impossibil ity without God].

A n

H e W i l l B e t h e S o n o f G o d

And the angel answered and said to her, “TheL u k e 1 : 3 5
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest
[power of God through the Holy Spirit] will overshadow you;
[cause you to conceive, Mt. 1:18] therefore also that holy thing
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[holy One] which shall be bom of you [by anatural birth] will be
called the Son of God” [no earthly father, therefore God's Son,
John 3 :16 : M t . 3 :17 ; 17 :5 ] ,

Fo r w i t h God no th i ng sha l l be imposs ib l e " [God
used similar words to reassure Abraham, Gen, 18:14, cf. Mk.
10 :27 ] ,

L u k e 1 : 3 7

Mary Believes the Angel

Luke 1:38 And Mary said, “Behold the handmaid of the Lord;
[your slave or servant to submit to Your will] be it to me
a c c o r d i n g t o Yo u r w o r d ” [ a t t i t u d e l i k e J e s u s l a t e r i n
Gethsemane, Mt. 26:39]. And the angel departed from her [His
mission and message was completed].

M a t t . 1 : 2 1

son, [Gabriel had foretold ason to Mary, Lk. 1:31] and you will
ca l l H is name JESUS: [a name f rom the Hebrew, Joshua, a
Savior] for He will save His people [the Jews and other sheep,
Gentiles, John 10:16] from [not IN, but FROM sins, Lk. 19:10]
their sins, [missing the mark of God’s laws which separate from
God, and bring death, Isa. 59:2: Rom. 6:23].

And she [Maiy] shall bring forth [give birth to] a

Joseph and Mary Go to Bethlehem
t o b e T a x e d

Luke 2:1 And it came to pass in those days, [about the time of
the birth of John and Jesus] that there went out adecree [a law
or official order] from Caesar Augustus, [first Roman Emperor,
Octa\danus Augustus, 29 B.C.] that all the world [Roman world]
should be taxed [enrolled or registered].

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of theL u k e 2 : 4
city of Nazareth, [his home city] into Judea, [southern part of
Palestine] to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, [a
town six miles southwest of Jerusalem, city of David, Lk. 2:11]
because he was of the house [family] and lineage of David,

to be taxed [enrolled or registered] with Mary hisL u k e 2 : 5

espoused [betrothed, or formally engaged, Deut. 22:23,24] wife,
being great [near the time for delivery] with chUd.

12



And so i t was , t ha t , wh i l e t hey we re t he re , [ I nL u k e 2 : 6
Bethlehem] the days were accomplished [nine months fulfilled]
that she should be delivered [give birth].

J e s u s I s B o r n

Luke 2:7 And she brought forth [gave birth to] her Hrstbom
Son, [Mary later had other children, Mt. 13:55,56 but none before
Jesus] and wrapped Him in swaddling [bands of cloth, cf. Ezk.
16:4] clothes, and laid Him in amanger, [a stall] because there
was no room for them in the inn [guest room or lodging place].

A t H o m e I n N a z a r e t h

And when they [Joseph and Mary] had performedL u k e 2 : 3 9

all things according to the law [circumcision and presentation
at the temple, Gen. 17:12: Ex. 13:1,2] of the Lord, they retiumed
to Gali lee, [northern part of Palestine] to their own city
Nazareth [a town In lower Galilee that belonged to the tribe of
Z e b u l u n ] .

And the chi ld [Jesus] grew, and waxed [became]L u k e 2 : 4 0

strong in spirit, [mind, intellect, understanding] filled with
wisdom; [ability to discern and apply knowledge] and the grace
[favor] of God was upon Him.

A t t e n d e d F e a s t i n J e r u s a l e m

Now His parents went to Jerusalem [only malesL u k e 2 : 4 1

required to go, but Maty went also] every year at the Feast of
the Passover [one of three feasts required of all males, Passover,
Pentecost, and Tabernacles, Ex 23:14-17].

Luke 2:42 And when He [Jesus] was twelve years old, [so little
Is mentioned about His childhood] they [Mary and Joseph] went
up [this city was upon amountain] to Jerusalem [the place
w h e r e a l l f e a s t s w e r e o b s e r v e d , a b o u t s e v e n t y m i l e s f r o m
Nazareth] after the custom [in keeping with the custom] of the
f e a s t .
Luke 2:43 And when they had fulfilled [completed] the days,
[the time required to keep the feast] as they returned, [for home]
the Child Jesus tarried behind [stayed behind] in Jerusalem:
and Joseph and His [Jesus’] mother did not know it.

Luke 2:44 But they, [His parents] supposing Him to have
been in the company, [usually alarge number of relatives and
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neighbors formed acaravan for protection from robbers] went a
day's journey, and they sought Him among their kinsfolks
[relaUves] and acquaintances [neighbors].

Luke 2:45 And when they fotmd Him not, [this must have been
frightening to them] they turned back [another days Journey]
again to Jerusalem, seeking Him.

Jesus Attending His Father ’s Business
Luke 2:46 And it came to pass, that after three days [first day
away from Jerusalem, second day to return, and found Him on
day three] they found Him in the temple, [His Father ’s house]
sit t ing in the midst of [among] the doctors, [ those who taught
t h e p e o p l e ] b o t h h e a r i n g t h e m , a n d a s k i n g t h e m q u e s t i o n s
[still the most effective way to learn].

And He said to them, "How is i t that you soughtL u k e 2 : 4 9

Me? [why did you doubt My safety and purpose?] Did you not
k n o w t h a t I m u s t b e a b o u t M y F a t h e r ' s b u s i n e s s ? ” [ H e
recognizes God as His Father, John 4:34; 5:17,36],

Darkness Is D ispe l led

Throughout His ministry the
leaders of this Jewish nation

wanted to kill Jesus, but they
failed until God was ready for
His Son to be put to death in
sacrifice for the world. Jesus

began to predict early in His
ministry that He would die, but
that He would be raised back to

life on the third day.

I

Jewish Leaders Try to Kill Jesus
Then the chief priests, [reigning and former highM a t t . 2 6 : 3

priests] the scribes, [men of letters, writers and teachers of the
l a w ] a n d t h e e l d e r s o f t h e p e o p l e , [ t h e c h i e f p r i e s t s a n d
Pharisees gathered acouncil, John 11:47] assembled together at
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the palace of the high priest, who was cal led Caiaphas, [ this
man prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation and bring
together the children of God scattered abroad, John 11:49-52].

Matt. 26:4 And consulted [plotted] how they might take Jesus
[what do we do, this man does many miracles, John 11:47] by
subtlety, [deception and trickery] and kill Him [put Him to
death, Mk. 14:1:—for they feared the people, Lk. 22:2].

B u t t h e y s a i d , “ N o t d u r i n g t h e f e a s t d a y ,
[Passover] lest there be an uproar among the people” [Jesus
walked no more openly among the Jews, He went to Ephrim near
awilderness, acity sixteen miles northeast of Jerusalem with His
disciples. This was wise because the Jews sought, after this, to
t a k e H i m , J o h n 11 : 5 4 - 5 7 ] .

M a t t . 2 6 : 5

John 5:18 Therefore the Jews sought [all] the more to kill
H im, [ th is happened th roughout H is m in is t ry, c f . John
7:19,20,25: 8:59] because He not only had broken the Sabbath,
[in their thinking] but also said that God was His Father, [to
accept this would mean accepting Jesus as the Son of God]
making himself equal [which He was, Phil. 2:6] with God [the
Jews wanted God to be in heaven and Jesus an earthly impostor-
far from being equal with God],

C o n t i n u e s W o r k i n G a l i l e e

After these th ings [events of the last chapter inJ o h n 7 : 1

Capernaum] Jesus walked in Galilee: [northern part of Palestine]
for He would not walk [go about] in Judea, [southern Palestine]
because the Jews sought to kill Him [they began their attempt
in John 5 :18 ] ,

T h e n t h e y s o u g h t [ M k . 1 1 : 1 8 ] t o t a k e [ a r r e s t o r
seize] Him, but no man laid hands on Him, because His hour
[time of death] had not yet come [on His time of death, see Lk.
4 : 2 9 , 3 0 ] .

J o h n 7 : 3 0

Jesus Spoke at the Feast

On the last day, [either the seventh or eighth day]J o h n 7 : 3 7

that great day of the feast, [of Tabernacles] Jesus stood and
cried, [out] saying, “If any man thirsts, let him come to Me,
a n d d r i n k . ”
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But now you seek to kill Me, aman who has toldJ o h n 8 : 4 0

you the truth, [about His existence, His mission, and His
Sonshlp] which Iheard from God. This is not what Abraham
did [Abraham loved God and His truth].

John 11:45 Then many of the Jews who had come to Mary,
and had seen the things which Jesus did, believed in Him [the
spiritual purpose of this miracle was successful],

B u t s o m e o f t h e m [ i n c o n t r a s t t o t h e b e l i e v e r s ]
went away to the Pharisees, [a strict religious sect of the Jews
who believed In angels, spirits, and the resurrection] and told
them the things Jesus had done [went away as spies to the
Pha r i sees ] ,

J o h n 1 1 : 4 6

Then from that day on [forward] they took
counsel [plotted] together how to put Him to death [Mk, 14:64],

J e s u s F o r e t e l l s
H i s D e a t h a n d R e s u r r e c t i o n

J o h n 1 1 : 5 3

Matt, 16:21 From that time [that Peter confessed Him to be the
Christ] forth [on or forward] began Jesus to show to His
d isc ip les , [ s low ly by H is teach ing ] how tha t He must go to
Jerusalem, and suffer many things [mock trials, false witnesses,
and persecutions] of the elders and chief priests and scribes,
[the three groups that made the Sanhedrin] and be killed, and be
raised again the third day [John 2:19-22; 3:14; Mt, 12:38-40],

Matt, 16:22 Then Peter took Him, [aside] and began to rebuke
Him, saying, “Be it [this awful thing Just described In Jerusalem]
feir from You, Lord; this shall not happen to You!"

Matt, 16:23 But He turned, [and looked on His disciples, Mk,
8:33] and said to Peter, [a rebuke, Mk, 8:33] “Get you behind
Me, Satan! [you are speaking as Satan-Jesus spoke these same
words to Satan, Mt , 4 :10] , You are an o ffense [a s tumbl ing
block] to Me, [the thought of His death was agreat burden, and
Peter was making It more difficult to carry] for you think not the
things that are of God, [the spiritual] but those [things] that are
of men” [the fleshly],

Mark 8:31 And He began to teach them, that the Son of Man
must [go to Jerusalem, Mt, 16:21] suffer many things, [mock
trials, false witnesses, and persecutions] and be rejected by the
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elders, and the chief priests and scribes, [the three groups that
made the Sanhedrin] and be ki l led, and after three days r ise
again [John 2:19-22: 3:14; Mt. 12:38-40].

T h e G r e a t C o n fl i c t

Finally it came time for Jesus to
die. Since this Jewish nation was

under the power of the Roman
Empire, after the Jews condemned
Jesus to die, they called upon the
Roman authorities to Crucify
Jesus. Pilate, aRoman Governor,
made every effort to save Jesus
from death, but the Jews insisted.
Then the official order was given
to crucify Jesus.

Jesus Prays in Ge thsemane

T h e n c a m e J e s u s w i t h t h e m t o a p l a c e c a l l e dM a t t . 2 6 : 3 6

Gethsemane, [a garden, John 18:1;—means: “oil press"—located
on the western slope of the Mount of Olives] and said to the
disciples, [He had resorted here often with His disciples, John
18:2] “Sit here, while Igo over there and pray.”

Pe te r, James , and John

M a t t . 2 6 : 3 7 A n d H e t o o k w i t h h i m P e t e r a n d t h e t w o s o n s o f
Z e b e d e e , [ J a m e s a n d J o h n , M k . 1 4 : 3 3 ] a n d b e g a n t o b e
sorrowful and very heavy [ t roubled or deeply d ist ressed, Mk.
14 :33 ] .

Then He said to them, “My soul is exceedinglyM a t t . 2 6 : 3 8

sorrowful, even to death [He was feel ing the weight of death
before being nailed to the cross]. Tarry [stay] here, and watch
[keep watch] with Me.”

M a t t . 2 6 : 3 9 A n d H e w e n t a l i t t l e f a r t h e r , [ a b o u t a s t o n e ' s c a s t
or throw, Lk. 22:41] and fell on His face, [on the ground, Mk.
14:35] and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if it be possible.
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[Abba Father, all things are possible to You. Mk. 14:36] let this
cup [of death] pass [take this cup away, Mk. 14:36] from Me;
[a l so tha t the hour m igh t pass f rom H im, Mk . 14 :35 ]
nevertheless [yet] not as Iwill, but as You will” [there appeared
an angel to Him from heaven, strengthening Him, Lk. 22:43],

The Sleeping Disciples
Matt. 26:45 Then He came to His disciples, and said to them,
“Sleep on now, [the time for watching Is over] and take your rest
[it Is enough, Mk. 14:41]. Behold, the hoiur is at hand, [no one
could take Jesus before His hour, John 7:30] and the Son of
Man is being betrayed into the hands of sinners.

Matt. 28:46 Rise, let us be going. Behold, [see] he [Judas--
knew the place In the garden, John 18:2] who betrays Me is at
hand” [Mk. 14:42].

Judas Betrays Jesus
Mat t . 26 :47 And [ immed ia te l y, Mk . 14 :43 ] wh i l e He spoke .
Behold, Judas, one of the twelve, [apostles] came, and with
him agreat multitude [a band of men and officers from the chief
p r i es ts and Phar i sees , John 18 :3 ] w i th swords and s taves ,
[clubs—lanterns, torches, and weapons, John 18:3] from the
chief priests [and scribes, Mk. 14:43] and elders of the people
[Jesus asked, “Whom do you seek?" They said, “Jesus of
Nazareth.” Jesus said, “I am He," John 18:4,5].

Matt . 26:49 And going at once he came to Jesus, [ to learn
about the reaction of the group when Jesus said, “I am He," see
John 18:6-8] and said, “Hail, [greetings] Master, [Rabbi] and
kissed Him [“Judas, do you betray the Son of Man with akiss?"
L k . 2 2 : 4 8 ] .

J e s u s B e f o r e t h e J e w i s h C o u r t

M a t t . 2 6 : 5 7 A n d t h o s e w h o h a d l a i d h o l d o n J e s u s l e d H i m
away to Caiaphas the high priest, [also—all the chief priests,
M k . 1 4 : 5 3 ] w h e r e t h e s c r i b e s a n d t h e e l d e r s w e r e a s s e m b l e d .

M a t t . 2 6 : 5 9

council, sought false witness [evidence or testimony] against
Jesus, to put Him to death.

Now the ch ie f pr ies ts , and e lders , and a l l the
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False Witnesses Testify
b u t f o u n d n o n e . E v e n t h o u g h m a n y f a l s eM a t t . 2 6 : 6 0

witnesses came, yet they found none [but their testimony
agreed not together, Mk. 14:56]. At last [finally] two false
w i t n e s s e s c a m e f o r w a r d ,

Matt. 26:61 and said, “This fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy
the temple of God, [that is made with hands, Mk. 14:58] and
rebuild it in three days’ “[build another without hands,—neither
did they agree, Mk. 14:58,59].

Matt. 26:62 And [then] the high priest arose, and said to
Him, “Do you answer nothing? What is this [testimony] which
these witnesses are bringing against You?”

Jesus F ina l l y Answers

Matt. 26:64 Jesus said to him, “You have said, [ i t is as you
sald-I am, Mk. 14:62] nevertheless Isay to you, hereafter you
will see the Son of Man sitting on the right hand of power,
[foretells His ascension to the exalted right hand of His Father,
Acts 1:9: 7:55: 1Tim. 3:16] and coming in the clouds of
heaven” [Rev. 1:7].

Then the high priest rent [tore] his clothes.M a t t . 2 6 : 6 5

saying, “He has spoken blasphemy! What further need do we
h a v e o f w i t n e s s e s ? B e h o l d , n o w y o u h a v e h e a r d H i s
b l a s p h e m y.

Their Verdict: “He Is Guilty of Death
Matt. 26:66 What do you think?” They answered and said,
“He is guilty [and worthy] of death.”

Matt. 27:1 When the morning came, all the chief priests and
elders of the people took coimsel [made adecision] against
Jesus to put Him to death.

Matt. 27:2 And when they boimd Him, they led Him away,
and delivered Him [handed Him over] to Pontius Pilate the
governor [appointed by the Romans].
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J e s u s B e f o r e G o v e r n o r P i l a t e

M a t t . 2 7 : 11 A n d [ t h e c o u n c i l b o u n d J e s u s a n d d e l i v e r e d H i m t o
Pi la te, Mk. 15:1] Jesus s tood before the governor [ the Jews
would not go Into the Judgment Hall for fear of defllement--they
wanted to eat the Passover, John 18:28] and the governor [Pilate]
a s k e d H i m , s a y i n g , “ A r e Yo u t h e K i n g o f t h e J e w s ? ” A n d
J e s u s s a i d t o h i m , “ I t i s s o ” [ P i l a t e a s k e d t h e J e w s w h a t
accusation they brought against Him, they said If He were not a
c r im ina l , we wou ld no t have de l i ve red H im , John 18 :29 ,30 ] ,

Mat t . 27 :12 And when He was accused by the ch ie f p r ies ts
and elders, [these accused Him of many things, Mk. 15:3] He
answered nothing [for Pilate's conversation with the Jews, see,
J o h n 1 8 : 2 9 - 3 2 ] .

M a t t . 2 7 : 1 3 T h e n s a i d P i l a t e t o H i m , “ D o Yo u n o t h e a r h o w
many th ings they wi tness against You?” [we found th is fe l low
perverting the nation, forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, saying
He is Christ and King, Lk. 23:2]

A t F i r s t , N o A n s w e r

M a t t . 2 7 : 1 4 A n d H e a n s w e r e d h i m n o t o n e w o r d , s o t h a t t h e
governor marveled greatly [was greatly amazed—He asked Him,
“Are you the King of the Jews?" Jesus' reply, “It Is so as you say."
Pilate found no fault, Lk. 23:3,4;—Luke records Jesus being sent
to Herod , Lk . 23 :6 -12 ] .

Pilate Reports to the Jews
M a t t . 2 7 : 2 2 F h l a t e s a i d t o t h e m , “ W h a t t h e n s h a l l I d o w i t h
Jesus who is called Christ?” They all say to him, “Let Him be
c r u c i fi e d . ”

And the governor [Pi late] said, “Why, what evHM a t t . 2 7 : 2 3

has He done?" [He asked them this question three times, Lk.
23:22]. But they cried out [even] the more, saying, “Let Him be
c r u c i fi e d ! ”

P i l a t e W a s h e s H i s H a n d s

Matt. 27:24 When Pilate saw that he could not prevai l at al l ,
but rather that atumult [uproar] was made, [he gave sentence
that it should be done as they required, Lk. 23:24] he took water.
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and washed h i s hands be fo re the mu l t i t ude , say ing , “ I am
innocent of the blood of this just [ Innocent] person. You see
t o i t . ”

Then answered a l l the people, [ the Jews whoM a t t . 2 7 : 2 5
wanted Him crucified] and said, “His blood be on us, and on our
children [many today choose to crucify Him afresh, and put Him
to open shame, Heb. 6:6].

J e s u s i s T u r n e d O v e r t o t h e J e w s

Mark 15:15 So Pilate, [he gave sentence that it should be done
as they required, Lk. 23:24] willing to satisfy the people,
r e l e a s e d B a r a b b a s t o t h e m , a n d d e l i v e r e d J e s u s , a f t e r h e h a d
scourged [whipped or flogged] Him, [to their will, Lk. 23:25] to
be crucified (the Jews rejected their Messiah, and chose in His
place arobber and murderer].

Luke 23:24 And Pilate [saw that he could not prevail at all, but
ra the r tha t a tumu l t (up roa r ) was made , he took wa te r, and
washed his hands before the multitude, sajdng, “I am Innocent of
the blood of this Just person. You see to it,” Mt. 27:24] gave
sentence that it should be as they required.

A n d h e r e l e a s e d t o t h e m t h e o n e [ B a r a b b a s ]L u k e 2 3 : 2 5

whom they had desired, who for insurrection [revolt] and
murder had been cast into pr ison, but he del ivered Jesus to
their will [the Jews rejected their Messiah, and chose in His place
a r o b b e r a n d m u r d e r e r ] .

Three Days of Sadness
Jesus was taken to aplace called

Calvary. They nailed Him to the
cross, mocked Him, but Jesus cou¬
rageously gave His life. Then He
was bur ied in the new tomb of

Joseph of Arimathea, but on the
third day He arose. He appeared
before some women. His apostles,
and others,and then ascended to
His Father in heaven to reign over
His kingdom.
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Mocked As aKing
Then the soldiers of the governor [Pilate] tookM a t t . 2 7 : 2 7

Jesus into the common hal l , [Praetor lum, headquarters of the
g o v e r n o r, M k . 1 5 : 1 6 ] a n d g a t h e r e d t o h i m t h e w h o l e b a n d
[company] of soldiers.

Matt. 27:28 And they [scourged Him, John 19:1] stripped Him,
and put on him ascarlet [purple, Mk. 15:17] robe.

M a t t . 2 7 : 2 9 a n d w h e n t h e y h a d p l a t t e d a c r o w n o f t h o r n s ,
they put i t on His head, and areed [a slender cane grown In
Egypt and Palestine, up to twelve feet tall] in His right hand, and
they bowed the knee before Him, [as though worshiping Him]
a n d m o c k e d H i m , s a y i n g , “ H a i l , K i n g o f t h e J e w s ! ”
[ b l i n d f o l d e d H i m , t h e y s t r u c k H i m o n t h e f a c e , a n d s a i d ,
“prophesy, who hit You,” Lk. 22:64].

M a t t . 2 7 : 3 0 A n d t h e y s p i t o n H i m , a n d t o o k t h e r e e d , [ a
slender cane grown in Egypt and Palestine, up to twelve feet tall]
and struck Him on the head [spoke other blasphemous things
against Him, Lk. 22:65].

Mat t . 27 :31 And a f te r they had mocked H im, they took the
robe off Him, and put His own raiment [clothes] on Him, and
led Him away to be crucified.

Led To Calvary For Crucifixion
J o h n 1 9 : 1 7

was compelled to carry it, Mt. 27:32:-on him (Simon) they laid
the cross, that he might bear it after Jesus, Lk. 23:26] went out
to aplace called the Place of aSkull, [some have believed that
it received its name from the shape of the hill where Jesus was
crucified] which is called in the Hebrew Golgotha, [Calvary, Lk.
2 3 : 3 3 ] .

And He bearing His cross [until Simon of Gyrene

John 19:18 where they cruc ified Him, [ i t was the th i rd hour,
9 : 0 0 a . m . , M k . 1 5 : 2 5 ] a n d t w o o t h e r s w i t h H i m , o n e o n e i t h e r
side, and Jesus in the middle [ the Scr ipture was fulfi l led—He
was numbered with the transgressors, Isa. 53:12].

J e s u s Wa s T h i r s t y

John 19:28 After this, [from noon to about 3:00 p.m. the sun
was darkened, Lk. 23:45] Jesus knowing that a l l th ings were
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now accomplished, [felt the pain of being temporari ly forsaken
by His Father because of dying for the sins of the world, cried to
the Father, ‘why have You forsaken Me?’ Mt. 27:46] that the
Scripture might be fulfilled, says, “I thirst" [Ps. 69:21],

John 19:29 Now there was set there avessel [bowl or Jar] full
of vinegar; [sour wine] and they tilled asponge with vinegar,
[sour wine] put it on hyssop, [a stalk or reed of the hyssop plant-
-reed, Mt. 27:48] and put it to His mouth.

J e s u s B o w e d H i s H e a d i n D e a t h

John 19:30 Therefore when Jesus had received the v inegar,
[sour wine] He said, [cried again with aloud voice, Mt. 27:50] “It
is finished!” And bowing His head. He gave up [yielded up, Mt.
27:50] His spirit [the veil of the temple was tom In two, the earth
quaked, rocks split, graves opened, and many bodies of saints
a rose , M t . 27 :51 -53 ] .

Burial By Joseph of Arimathea
a n d N i c o d e m u s

And after this [when the evening had come, Mt.J o h n 1 9 : 3 8
27:57] Joseph [an honorable counselor who also waited for the
kingdom of God, Mk. 15:43:-a good and upright man, Lk. 23:50]
of Arimathea, [a city of the Jews, Lk. 23:51; near Jemsalem]
being adisciple of Jesus, [Lk. 23:50,51] but secretly for fear of
the Jews, [he was acounci l member, Lk. 23:50] asked Pi late
[boldly or Courageously, Mk. 15:43] that he might take away
the body of Jesus; and Pilate gave him permission [Pilate
commanded the body to be delivered, Mt. 27:58:—he was
surprised that He was already dead, and asked the centurion, Mk.
15:44]. He [Joseph] came therefore, and took the body of
J e s u s .

J o h n 1 9 : 3 9 N i c o d e m u s a l s o , w h o a t t h e fi r s t c a m e t o J e s u s
by night, [John 3:1,2; 7:50] came and brought amixture of
myrrh [used by Egyptians to embalm bodies] and aloes, [a
powdered perfume] about ahundred pound’s [Roman weight-
equal to seventy-five English pounds] weight.

John 19:40 Then they [Joseph and Nicodemus] took the body
of Jesus, and wound [bound] it in [fine, Mk. 15:46] linen cloths
[strips of linen] with the spices, as is the bmrying custom of the
J e w s ,
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AGrea t Ear thquake

Matt. 28:1 Now after the Sabbath, [and when the Sabbath was
past, Mk. 16:1] as the first day of the week [Sunday] began to
dawn, [very ear ly in the morning at sunr ise, Mk. 16:2] Mary
Magdalene [John singles out the actions of Mary Magdalene,
Peter, and John, see John 20:1-18: cf. Mk. 16:9] and the other
Mary [also the mother of James, and Salome were present, Mk.
16:1] came to see the sepulchre [tomb of Jesus-they brought
sweet spices that they might anoint Him, Mk. 16:1;—and certain
o ther women w i th them, Lk . 24 :1 ] .

Matt. 28:2 [they said among themselves, who will roll away the
stone, Mk. 16:3:—found the stone rolled away, Mk. 16:4; Lk. 24:2]
And , beho ld , t he re was ag rea t ea r thquake ; [g rea t In power
especiflcally at the tomb] for the angel of the Lord descended
from heaven, and came and roUed back the stone [many stone
doors for tombs were made round like awheel so they could be
rolled away] from the door, [It was very great, Mk. 16:4] and sat
o n i t .

H e I s R i s e n

Matt. 28:5 And the angel answered and said to the women,
“Do not be af ra id, for Iknow that you seek Jesus, who was
c r u c i fi e d .

Matt. 28:6 He is not here; for He is risen, [just] as He said
[Luke records two men In shinning garments who asked the
women. Why do you seek the living among the dead? He Is not
here. He Is risen,’ Lk. 24:5.6]. Come, see the place where the
Lord lay [they entered the (room size) tomb and saw ayoung man
sitting on the right side clothed in along white garment. They
w e r e a f r a i d , b u t h e a n n o u n c e d t h a t J e s u s h a d r i s e n a n d s h o w e d
them the place where they laid Him, Mk. 16:5,6].

Appeared to Mary Magdalene
Mark 16:9 Now when Jesus rose early on the first day of the
week, [Sunday] He appeared first to Mary Magdalene, from
w h o m H e h a d c a s t o u t s e v e n d e v i l s [ d e m o n s — t h e w o m e n
worshiped Him, Mt. 28:9].
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Before the Apostles

Mark 16:14 Afterward He appeared to the eleven as they sat
at meat, [at the table] and upbraided [rebuked] them for their
imbelief and hardness of heart, because they had not believed
those [Mary, the two disciples, and any others] who had seen
Him after He had risen [perhaps He rebuked them for not
believing because He had taught them often of His resurrection in
three days].

1Cor. 15:5 And that He [the resurrected Lord Jesus] was seen
of Cephas, [Peter, Lk. 24:34] then of the twelve [the twelve
apostles, Mt. 28:16,17;-except for Judas Iscariot who betrayed
Jesus, Mt. 10:4, and then hanged himself, Mt. 27:5].

M o r e T h a n F i v e H u n d r e d B r e t h r e n

A f t e r t h a t , H e w a s s e e n b y m o r e t h a n fi v e1 C o r . 1 5 : 6
hundred brethren at once, [Jesus appeared to individuals as
well as alarge multitude of believers who would become
eyewitnesses of His resurrection to the world] of whom the
greater part remain [are alive] to the present, but some have
fallen asleep [have died].

H e A s c e n d s t o t h e F a t h e r

Mark 16:19 So then, after the Lord had spoken to them, [had
given them their assignments and promises. Acts 1:4-8] He was
received up into heaven, [His glorious ascension, Lk. 24:51,52:
Acts 1:9-11] and sat down on the right hand of God.

Mark 16:20 And they [the apostles] went out, [after the Holy
Spirit came on them. Acts chapter 2] and preached everywhere,
[as the Lord commanded] the Lord working with them, [as He
promised] and confirming the word with signs following.
Amen [so be i t ] .
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ABeaut i fu l Spi r i tual Morning

The death, burial, and resurrect¬
ion provides the gospel or good
news that those who want to be

saved fiom spiritual death may do
so. The one lost in sin must die to

sin, be buried and raised in bap¬
tism as aform of Christ's death,
burial, and resurrection. When
this obedience takes place, the
saving blood of Jesus is reached,
all sins are forgiven!.

¥

A

S H I N E S A

N

The Powerful Gospel
Rom. 1:16 For Iam not ashamed [even In this cultured city
filled with man's wisdom, cf. 1Cor. 1:18-20] of the gospel [the
good news that God the Father will accept and forgive sinners
through His Son. who believe and obey Jesus, Mk. 16:16] of
Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation [God's only way
to save lost souls] to everyone who believes, [to the point of
obeying the gospel, Mk. 16:15,16:—God shows no partiality. Acts
1 0 : 3 4 ] t o t h e J e w fi r s t a n d a l s o t o t h e G r e e k .

Rom. 1:17 For in it [the gospel] is the righteousness of God
[since God Is righteous. He presents away of righteousness by
which those lost In sin are made righteous—the gospel, when
obeyed, saves the sinner, and he or she becomes clothed In God's
righteousness, cf. Rom. 3:21,25] revealed from [by or through]
faith to [for] faith; [a way of faith, not the law, cf. Rom. 4:14-16]
as it is written, [Hab. 2:4] “The just [the righteous] shall live by
faith” [the gospel makes this kind of living possible].

The Gospel Must Be Obeyed
Mark 16:16 He who bel ieves [that Jesus Is the Christ to the
point of obeying Him, Rom. 6:17: Gal. 3:26,27] and is baptized
[Immersed, submersed-dlpped, Rom. 6:4; Col. 2:12] will be
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saved : [ f r om s i ns , Ac t s 2 :38 : 22 :16 : 1Pe t . 3 :21 ] bu t he who does
not believe will be condemned [lost eternally from the wages of
s in , Rom. 6 :23 ] .

M u s t D i e T o S i n

Rom. 6:1 What shall we say then? [since grace is so abundant]
S h a l l w e c o n t i n u e i n s i n , t h a t g r a c e m a y a b o u n d ? [ t h e
forgiveness of sin requires grace, therefore some might come to
the false conclusion that they should sin often to receive more
grace-some had, in slander, made this accusation, Rom. 3:8].

Rom. 6:2 God forbid! [certainly not—may it never be]. How shall
we, [Christians under grace] who are dead [who died] to sin,
[death brings separation—when they became penitent believers
and confessed Christ to be God's Son, they decided to stop
sinning and to follow Jesus, Col. 3:3] live any longer in it? [in
s in ] .

Baptized Into His Death
Rom. 6:3 Know you not, [do you not know] that so many of us
[Paul Included himself] as were baptized [Immersed, submersed,
emerged—dipped. Col. 2:12] into Jesus Christ [this is the only
way to get into Christ, Gal. 3:26,27—this Is where all spiritual
blessings are found, Eph. 1:3] were baptized into His death?
[this is God's way for one who has died to sin to partake of
C h r i s t s d e a t h ] .

B u r i e d a n d R a i s e d L i k e J e s u s

I n B a p t i s m

T h e r e f o r e w e a r e b u r i e d [ t h e d e a d a r e b u r l e d , t h u s .R o m . 6 : 4
t h o s e d e a d t o s i n a r e b u r l e d ] w i t h H i m t h r o u g h b a p t i s m
[Immersion is aburial. Col. 2:12] into death, that just as Christ
was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even
so we also should walk [In the light with Jesus, 1John 1:7] in
newness of life [the penitent believer dies to sin, is burled In
baptism, and raised from this death or baptism to walk In anew
l i f e ] .

Rom. 6:5 For if we have been planted together [in baptism, vs.
4] in the likeness of His death, we also shall be in the likeness
of His resurrection [one is to die, be buried, and to rise from the
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dead l ike Jesus—not through aphysical death and resurrection
but by obeying aform of it, Rom. 6:17],

C r u c i fi e d W i t h J e s u s

R o m . 6 : 6

d iscussed] tha t our o ld man [s in fu l se l f ] i s c ruc ified [pu t to
death] with Him, that the body of sin might be destroyed,
[done away with] that we should no longer serve [be aslave to]
sin [the true Christian becomes aslave of righteousness, Rom.
6 : 1 8 ] ,

Know ing th i s , [ t he p rocess o f obed ience Jus t

O b e y e d F r o m t h e H e a r t

Rom. 6:17 But God be thanked, that though you were [before
turning to Jesus In obedience] the servants [slaves] of sin, yet
you have obeyed from the heart [sincere obedience from wlthln-
-not an outward show] that form of doctrine [teaching, 2Tim.
1:13,14; Titus 1:9] which was delivered [Instructed or entrusted
to] you [a form or mold Is like, or resembles the real thlng-dylng
to sin, being burled and raised In baptism, vss. 4,5, represent a
form of Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection, 1Cor. 15:3,4].

H i s B l o o d S h e d
F o r R e m i s s i o n o f S i n s

Matt. 26:27 And He took the cup, [fruit of the vine, Lk. 22:18:-
-after supper, Lk. 22:20] and gave thanks, [blessed It, vs. 26]
and gave it to them, [the disciples] saying, [divide It among
yourse lves . Lk . 22 :17 ] “Dr ink f rom i t , [ the conten ts , no t the
container, that which represented His blood] all of you [and they
al l drank of I t , Mk. 14:23] ,

Matt. 26:28 For this is My blood [figuratively so, in the same
way He had used figurative language when He taught, the field Is
the world, good seed are the children of the kingdom, etc., Mt.
13:38,39] of the new testament, [covenant, Jer. 31:31; Heb. 8:8-
13] which is shed for many [for you, Lk. 22:20] for the
remission [forgiveness. Acts 2:38] of sins [the main purpose of
the cross—to make forgiveness of sins possible-all other purposes
are secondary—the bread and fruit of the vine were followed with
the words, ‘Do this in remembrance of Me,' 1Cor 11:24],
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A B i r t h F o r E t e r n i t y

Accepting and obeying the Light
is called by Jesus anew birth of
water and the Spirit. Also it is
called by the apostle Peter, abirth
of incorruptible seed, the word of
God. After this birth, one is a
spiritual child of God, saved from
sin, anew creation in Christ Jesus,
one who has been added to the

Lord's church, and abrother or
sister in Christ!

L
B o m

I n t o

T h e

I

G
H

T

Bom o f Water and the Sp i r i t

John 3:1 There was aman of the Pharisees, [a strict religious
sect of the Jews who believed In angels, spirits, and the
resurrection] named Nicodemus, [mentioned only by John, here,
and two other t imes, John 7:50,51:19:39] aru ler of the Jews
[member of the Sanhedrin, and ateacher, vs. 10],

T h e s a m e [ t h i s m a n ] c a m e t o J e s u s b y n i g h t ,J o h n 3 : 2

[perhaps because of convenience, or out of fear of being seen] and
said to Him, “Rabbi, [Teacher or Master] we [Nicodemus and
other Pharisees, even though as ageneral rule, they did not
accept Him] know that You are ateacher come from God, for
no man [without God] can do these miracles [signs] that You
do, except God is with him.”

John 3 :3 Jesus answered and sa id t o H im , “Ve r i l y, ve r i l y,
[truly, truly, used by John twenty-four times] Isay to you,
except aman [all Jews, and later all Gentiles] is born again,
[anew,-l Pet. 1:23] he cannot see the kingdom of God” [Gal.
6 : 1 5 ] .

N i c o d e m u s s a i d t o H i m , “ H o w c a n a m a n b e b o mJ o h n 3 : 4
[anew] when he is old? Can he enter the second time into his
mother's womb, and be bom?” [he confused the spir i tual birth
with the physical].
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John 3:5 Jesus answered, “Verily, verily, [truly, truly] Isay to
you, except [unless] aman is born of water [baptism, Mk.
16:16: Acts 2:38] and of the Spirit, [the Holy Spirit through the
word, produces abelieving, penitent heart that submits to
baptism, Rom. 10:17: Gal. 3:26,27] he cannot enter into the
kingdom of God [the church or spiritual body, Eph. 1:22,23].

Born By The Word of God
1Pet. 1:23 Having been bom again, [to be saved, and to enter
the kingdom of God (church), John 3:5] not of corruptible seed,
[corruptible flesh—the fleshly body dies and returns to the dust,
Eccl. 12:7] but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which
lives and abides forever [cf. Mt. 24:35].

C h i l d r e n o f G o d

For you are all [addressed to Christians In Galatia]G a l . 3 : 2 6
the children [sons, Rom. 8:16,17] of God by faith [a faith that
led them to believe and obey the gospel, Mk. 16:15,16] in Christ
Jesus [where no condemnation Is found, Rom. 8:1].

Gal. 3:27 For as many of you [tells how this happened] as have
been baptized [Immersed or burled, Rom. 6:4;—God’s way of
getting Into Christ] into Christ have put on [have clothed
yourself with] Christ [In Christ Is His forgiving blood where all
spiritual blessings are found, Eph. 1:3].

A N e w C r e a t i o n

Therefore if any man [anyone] is in Christ,2 C o r . 5 : 1 7

[through faith that leads one to repent and be baptized Into
Christ, Acts 2:38: Gal. 3:26,27] he is anew creature, [creation]
old things have passed away; [the old sinful life, Rom. 6:2]
behold, all things have become new [Col. 3:3: Rom. 6:4; Gal.
6 :15 : Co l . 2 :12 ] .

A d d e d To T h e L o r d ’ s C h u r c h

Acts 2:47 praising God, [no doubt In prayers, songs, and the
study of the word through the apostles, cf. Eph. 5:18,19] and
having favor with all the people [Rom. 14:18]. And the Lord
added to the church [added to them or their number—those who
had already been called by obedience to the gospel] daily such as
should be saved [those who were being saved—only the Lord can
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add the saved to the church and the Book of Li fe, Rev. 20:12-15:--
the saved make up the church or spiritual body of Christ, Rom.
1 2 : 4 , 5 ; 1 C o r. 1 2 : 1 2 ] .

H e i r s o f G o d

Rom. 8 :16 The Sp i r i t H imse l f bears w i tness w i th our sp i r i t ,
that we are the children of God, [those who accept and obey the
word of God (given by the Holy Spirit) have the witness of the Holy
Spirit that they have been bom Into God’s family, and are His
children. Gal. 3:26,27;—the word, by the Holy Spirit, guides one to
obey by becoming apenitent believer who confesses Christ as
God’s Son, and Is baptized Into Christ as aform of Christ’s death,
burial, and resurrection, Rom. 6; 17;—when one studies the Spirit-
given word, he can know for sure that the Holy Spirit bears
witness with his spirit that he Is achild of God—then the Spirit
bears witness to whether or not one Is bearing the fmlt of the
Spirit, Gal. 5;22,23j.

a n d i f c h i l d r e n , t h e n h e i r s — h e i r s o f G o d , a n dR o m . 8 : 1 7

joint-heirs with Christ, [ the faithful Christ ian receives an
Inheritance from God the Father along with His only begotten
S o n — e t e r n a l l i f e , h e a v e n , 1 P e t . 1 ; 4 ] i f i n d e e d w e s u f f e r w i t h
Him, [ In order ] tha t we may a lso be g lor ified together [w i th
Him—the obedience In becoming aChristian is centered around
the suffering and death of Jesus—one must die to sin, Rom. 6:2;
be baptized Into His death, Rom. 6;3; be cmclfled with Him, Rom.
6;6; be burled with Him, Rom. 6;4; be planted In the likeness of
His death, Rom. 6;5; and (as the context suggests here) share In
His suffering as aChristian, Phil. 3;10;-Paul had been crucified
wi th Ch r i s t , Ga l . 2 ;20 ) .

Baptized Into One Body

For by one Spirit [the Holy Spirit, Eph. 4;4] weI C o r . 1 2 : 1 3
were all baptized [Immersed or burled, Rom. 6;4] into one body,
[Into Christ and His church. His spiritual body, Ged. 3;27; Eph.
1;22,23; Eph. 4;4] whether Jews or Gentiles, [Greeks] whether
bond or free, and have al l been made to dr ink into [of] one
Spirit [one Holy Spirit, Eph. 4;4].
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Heavenly Fellowship
After being bom into God’s

family, one is in fellowship with
Jesus, His Father, and other Chris¬
tians who are walking on this path¬
way of light. There is continual
forgiveness of sin to all who are
walking on this pathway, because
the pathway of light contains the
forgiving blood of Jesus. Only
those who choose to leave the

pathway will be lost.

Pathway of Liaht

B L O O D
a n d

FELLOWSHIP

O n e W i t h t h e F a t h e r a n d S o n

John 17:20 Neither do Ipray for [In behalf of] these [apostles]
alone, but also for those who wil l believe in Me through their
[the apostle’s] word; [His prayer now turns to those who will
respond and obey the gospel that the apostles preach—all the
disciples of all ages, Mt. 28:19,20].

John 17:21 that they all may be one, [unity in Christ’s church
i s e s s e n t i a l , R o m . 1 2 : 5 : 1 C o r. 1 : 1 0 ] a s Yo u , F a t h e r, a r e i n M e ,
and Iin You, [the perfect example of oneness] that they also
may be one in Us, [all Christian unity must be based only on
God’s word and will] that the world may believe that You have
sent Me [the beautiful relationship of unity is proof to the world
that God’s plan for His Son and salvation is true—Christ’s
teaching gives to all who obey, unity with both the Father and the
S o n , 2 J o h n 9 ] .

John 17:22 And the glory which You gave Me [as Your Son] I
have given them, [as sons of God, John 1:12: 1John 3:1] that
they may be one, [with God the Father and the Son] even as We
a r e o n e :

John 17:23 Iin them, [1 John 3:24] and You in Me, [one of the
great blessings found in being aChristian] that they may be
made perfect in one, and that the wor ld may know that You
have sent Me, and have loved them, as You have loved Me
[ th is request for un i ty wi th Jesus and the Father is just as
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important today If we are to show the world that the love of God,
gave Jesus through love].

Walking In the Light
But i f we walk [Christ iani ty Is away of l i fe that1 J o h n 1 : 7

shows faith by good works, Jas. 2:14-18] in the light, as He is in
the light, [Jesus is the light of the world, John 8:12;--His
disciples are also the light of the world, Mt. 5:13-16] we have
f e l l o w s h i p [ c o m m u n e t o g e t h e r s h a r i n g t h e s a m e g o a l a n d
spiritual purpose] with one another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ His Son [God’s only begotten Son, John 3:16] cleanses
[continues to cleanse or keeps on cleansing] us from all sin [only
t h o s e w h o h a v e d i e d t o s i n I n t h e l i k e n e s s o f H i s d e a t h , b e e n
burled and raised In baptism to be saved by His blood, Rom. 6:1-
4, are In the light with Jesus for acontinual forgiveness of sin].

Made Right Through His Blood
whom God [the Father] has set forth [displayedR o m . 3 : 2 5

publicly] to be apropitiation [a sacrifice of atonement] by His
b lood, [Col . 1 :20] through fa i th , [must be l ieve and obey the
gospel, Rom. 6:17: Heb. 5:9] to declare [demonstrate] His
righteousness [justice to lost humanity] for the remission
[forgiveness] of sins that are past, [former sins—specifically In
this context, sins committed under the law by the Jews] through
the forbearance of God, [under the law of Moses, God waited
about final punishment of their sins until under the grace of
Jesus through His blood, then those living at this time, could
choose forgiveness or punishment. Acts 14:16: 17:30],

Col . 1:20 And, having made peace through the blood of His
cross, by Him [His Son Jesus] to reconci le [ to make fr iends
again] all things to Himself; [to God the Father] by Him, [His
S o n J e s u s ] I s a y , w h e t h e r t h i n g s o n e a r t h , o r t h i n g s i n
h e a v e n .

Heb. 9 :12 Not wi th the b lood of goats and ca lves, [as was
used under the O ld Tes tament wh ich cou ld no t permanent l y
remove sins, Heb. 10:4] but by His own blood [Eph. 1:7] He
entered the holy place, once for all, [the High Priest of the Old
Testament was required to enter the Holy Place yearly In behalf of
t he s i ns o f I s rae l , bu t one t ime was su f fic i en t f o r Jesus t o make
e t e r n a l r e d e m p t i o n p o s s i b l e ] h a v i n g o b t a i n e d e t e r n a l
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redemption for us [those who obey the gospel are bought back
from sin and its penalty of death, Rom. 6:23; the blood makes this
grace or unearned favor possible, Rom. 3:24].

R e d e m p t i o n
a n d

Forg iveness

Eph. 1:7 In Him [Jesus who brought salvation through grace,
Titus 2:11] we have redemption [have been bought back from
sin] through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, [Mt. 26:28:-to
be saved, one must be forgiven, and only the blood of Jesus
makes forgiveness posslble--when abelieving sinner repents of
his sins, confesses Jesus to be the Christ, and Is baptized for the
remission of sins, he is saved by the blood of Jesus, Acts 2:38:
Rom. 10:9,10: Mk. 16:16] according to the riches of His grace;
[obedience is essential to be saved, but does not purchase
salvation—obedience prepares the heart of the sinner to receive
the gift of grace].

H o n o r i n g O u r C r e a t o r

Steadfastness and faithful¬
ness are required of all the chil¬
dren of God. They are faithful
to worship God from the heart
according to His truth (God's
word), faithful to daily live
Jesus, and faithful to share the
good news of salvation through
Jesus with others. Itisajoyto
honor God in worship!

WORSHIP

7 ^

T H E U G H T

C h r i s t i a n s M u s t B e F a i t h f u l

1Co r. 15 :58 The re fo re , my be loved b re th ren , be s tead fas t ,
immovable, a lways abounding in the work of the Lord, [don t

3 4



let anyone or anything remove you from faithfulness] knowing
that your labor is not in vain in the Lord [God wtll reward the
f a i t h f u l , c f . 1 C o r. 3 : 8 ) .

Gal. 6:9 And let us not become weary in doing good, [2 Thes.
3:13] for in due season [at the proper time] we shall reap, [no
doubt expressed] if [a condition] we do not faint [do not give up,
Jas . 5 :7 ,8 ] .

And they [those saved and added] continuedA c t s 2 : 4 2

s tead fas t l y in the apos t les ' doc t r ine [ teach ing—the apos t les
were guided by the Holy Spirit as to what they taught. Acts 2:4]
and fe l lowship, [ they exper ienced aU th ings in harmony, and
were together as to purpose and the teaching of the apostles] and
in breaking of bread, [they remembered the Lord’s death on the
first day of the week. Acts 20:7] and in prayers [this church was
apray ing church] .

Fa i th fu l ly At tend ing Worsh ip
Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves

together, [infers assembling to worship God--the church began
with faithfulness In coming together. Acts 2:42] as the manner
[habit] of some, but exhorting [encouraging] one another, and
so much the more, as you see the Day [Judgment day, 2Cor.
5:10: Acts 17:31] approaching [no one knows when the Lord will
return for Judgment, but In all generations, each day lived Is one
day closer to this great Day!].

John 4:24 God is Spirit, [Is not afleshly being] and those who
worship Him must worship Him in spirit [with his heart] and in
truth” [according to the word of God, John 8:32: 14:6—Jesus
taught the truth, and sent the Holy Spirit to guide His apostles
and o thers In to a l l t ru th , John 16 :13 ] .

H e b . 1 0 : 2 5

Christians Belong to the Lord
Rom. 14:8 For whether we live, we live to the Lord; [the goal
of every Christian should be to do God’s wlll-to receive salvation]
and whether we die, we die to the Lord [seek the Lord In life
and death, 2Cor. 5:14,15]. Therefore, whether we l ive or die,
we are the Lord's [when one obeys the form of His death, burial,
and resurrection, he becomes aslave of Jesus Christ, looking to
Him in l i fe and death, Rom. 6:17] .
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Phil. 1:21 For to me, to live is Christ, [Paul's purpose In life
while upon the earth] and to die is gain [his goal after death—
whether living or dead, Paul trusted all to Christ, Rom. 14:8).

Sharing the Gospel With Others
Mark 16:15 And He said to them, [all power Is given to Me In
heaven and on ear th, Mt . 28:18] “Go in to a l l the wor ld, [a l l
nations, Mt. 28:19] and preach the gospel [good news and glad
tidings of His death, burial, and resurrection which brings
salvation to lost souls, Rom. 1:16,17; 1Cor. 15:1-4] to every
creature [the whole creation].

M a r k 1 6 : 1 6

point of obeying Him, Rom. 6:17; Gal. 3:26,27] and is baptized
[immersed, submersed-dlpped, Rom. 6:4; Col. 2:12] will be
saved: [from sins. Acts 2:38: 22:16: 1Pet. 3:21] but he who does
not believe will be condemned [lost eternally from the wages of
s in , Rom. 6 :23 ] .

He who believes [that Jesus is the Christ to the

Honor ing God
R o m . 11 : 3 3 O t h e d e p t h o f t h e r i c h e s b o t h o f t h e w i s d o m
and knowledge of God! [all of these wonderful truths of God’s
love and wisdom caused Paul to pause and praise the greatness of
God], How imsearchable are His judgments, and his ways past
fi n d i n g o u t !

E t e r n i t y W i t h G o d

The faithful Christian lays up trea¬
sures in heaven, while preparing to die
someday to be with the Lord. Faith,
hope and love motivate all actions
while anticipating heaven. The goal
of every faithful Christian is to stay in
the pathway of light, and in fellow¬
ship with the Lord until they must
face physical death, knowing that to
die in Jesus means that they will hve
in heaven with Him forever!

R e s f o r e d

T O PA R A D I S E
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Laying Up Treasures In Heaven
Matt. 6:19 Lay not up [do not hoEird] for yourselves treasures
on earth, [worldly treasures for worldly pleasures] where moth
and rust does corrupt, [destroy or consume] and where thieves
break through [in] and steal;

Matt. 6:20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
[commit what you have to the gloiy of God] where neither moth
nor rust corrupt, [destroy or consume] and where thieves do
not break through nor steal [nothing Is lost].

For where your treasure is, [either on earth or InM a t t . 6 : 2 1
heaven. Mt. 19:21,22] there wUl your heart be also [one sheart
and treasure go together].

Living For Eternal Life
Rom. 14:8 For whether we live, we live to the Lord; [the goal
of every Christian should be to do God’s wlll-to receive salvation]
and whether we die. we die to the Lord [seek the Lord In life
and death, 2Cor. 5:14,15]. Therefore, whether we l ive or die,
we are the Lord's [when one obeys the form of His death, burial,
and resurrection, he becomes aslave of Jesus Christ, looking to
Him In l i fe and death, Rom. 6:17] .

For to me, to live is Christ, [Paul’s purpose in lifeP h i l . 1 : 2 1
while upon the earth] and to die is gain [his goal after death-
whether iMng or dead, Paul trusted all to Christ, Rom. 14:8].

Heb. 13:6 So that we may boldly [with confldence[ say, “The
Lord is my helper; Iwill not fear [be afraid]. What can man do
to me?” [Ps. 27:1: 118:6].

Living By Love and Faith
A n d n o w a b i d e [ a f t e r o t h e r g i f t s s u c h a s1 C o r . 1 3 : 1 3

prophecies, tongues, and knowledge have ceased, faith, hope and
love will remain] faith, hope, love, [believing and hoping in God
because of His love, and the love of Jesus for lost humanlty-and
the love tha t Chr is t ians have fo r God] these th ree; bu t the
greatest of these is love [because love brings gloiy to faith and
hope, also because love was given priority by the Lord Jesus, Mt.
2 2 : 3 7 - 3 9 ] .
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H e b . 1 1 : 1

foundation of hoping for things unseen] of things hoped for, the
evidence [certainty or confidence] of things not seen [It Is
impossible to please God without faith, vs. 6].

N o w f a i t h i s t h e s u b s t a n c e [ b e i n g s u r e - - t h e

Heaven I s APrepared P lace
J o h n 1 4 : 1 Le t no t your hear t [ s ingu la r, app ly ing to each
Individual] be troubled; [over His going where they could not go,
and all other announcements such as one would betray Him, and
another would deny Him] you believe in God, believe [even at
death] also in Me [you can not separate Jesus from God, all must
bel ieve In both of them].

In My Father's house are many mansions; [rooms
or dwe l l ing p laces ] i f i t were no t so , Iwou ld have to ld you
[Jesus never made afalse statement or false promise]. Igo to
prepare aplace [heaven, Rev. 12:8] for you [ the preparat ion
began with His death].

J o h n 1 4 : 2

And i f [when ] I go and p repa re ap lace fo r you .J o h n 1 4 : 3

[heaven w i l l be aprepared p lace fo r a l l who have p repared
themselves by being faithful to Jesus] Iwill come again, [at His
second coming, 1Thes. 4; 17; Phi l . 1:23] and receive you to
Mysel f ; that where Iam, there you may be a lso [one of the
greatest Joys of heaven Is to be with Jesus and all the Godhead,
and to be l i ke Jesus, 1John 3 :2 ] .

Wedking With Jesus in the Light
1John 1 :7 Bu t i f we wa lk [Chr i s t ian i t y I s away o f l i f e tha t
shows faith by good works, Jas. 2:14-18] in the light, as He is in
the light, fjesus Is the light of the world, John 8:12;--Hls
disciples are also the light of the world, Mt. 5:13-16] we have
f e l l o w s h i p [ c o m m u n e t o g e t h e r s h a r i n g t h e s a m e g o a l a n d
sp i r i tua l purpose] w i th one another, and the b lood o f Jesus
Christ His Son [God’s only begotten Son, John 3:16] cleanses
[continues to cleanse or keeps on cleansing] us from aU sin [only
t h o s e w h o h a v e d i e d t o s i n I n t h e l i k e n e s s o f H i s d e a t h , b e e n
burled and raised In baptism to be saved by His blood, Rom. 6:1-
4, are In the light with Jesus for acontinual forgiveness of sin].

John 8 :12 Then spoke Jesus aga in to them, say ing , “ I am
the light of the world [He gave this same assignment to His
d isc ip les , Mt . 5 :14-16] . He who fo l lows Me wi l l no t wa lk in
darkness, but will have the light of life” [1 John 1:7].
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In Him was life; [eternal life, John 4:14: John 10:10:J o h n 1 : 4

11:25: 14:6: 1John 1:1,2] and the life was the light of men [1
J o h n 1 : 5 - 7 : J o h n 8 : 1 2 : 1 2 : 3 6 ] ,

W h e n J e s u s R e t u r n s

John 5:28 Marvel not [do not be amazed] at this; for the hour
[time] is coming, [at the end of time] in which all who are in the
graves will hear His voice, [one resurrection, and the saved and
unsaved w lU come fo r th ] .

and will come forth—[no one can refuse this call toJ o h n 5 : 2 9

live—they can refuse the call to live spiritually] those who have
done good, to the resurrection of life; [believed and obeyed the
gospel of Jesus, and have walked faithfully in His light, 2Thes,
2:14: 1John 1:7] and those who have done evi l , to the
resmrect ion of condemnat ion [ re fused fa i th and obedience In
the saving grace and gospel of Jesus Christ: therefore they are
lost eternally, Eph, 2:8: Mk, 16:16: 2Thes, 1:8],

The Victory Crown of Life
Do not be afraid of those things which you shallR e v , 2 : 1 0

[are about to] suffer [they would experience heavy persecution,
but God will bless them, Mt, 5:10-12], Behold, [1 tell you] the
devil will throw some of you into prison, that you may be
tested: [the de\'ll was allowed to test Job, Job 1:12] and you will
suffer tribulation [persecution] ten days [whether this Is taken
as aliteral ten days, or figuratively to represent ashort period of
time, they are being warned of the coming persecution]. Be
faithful until [to the point of[ death, and Iwill give you the
crown of life [those who stay faithful to the Lord will win. Gal,
6 : 9 : 1 C o r, 1 5 : 5 8 ] ,

And there shall be no night there [In heaven, theR e v , 2 2 : 5

prepared place for prepared Christians, John 14:1-3], They need
no candle, [lamp] nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives
them light [the glory of God and Jesus the Lamb give It light.
Rev, 21:23], And they shall reign forever and ever [those who
come to Jesus' blood for salvation, begin walking apathway of
light that leads to eternal llfe-God's Pathway of Light To Heaven-
how wonderfu l to know that Jesus has restored, even amore
beautiful Paradise than the one lost by Adam and Eve In the
Garden of Eden] ,
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For the next seven days, Tim did not hear from Bob, In fact, he began to
think that he was avoiding him. But one Monday morning very early Tim
answered his phone and it was Bob.

Hel lo Tim.

This is your
buddy Bob,

Wanted to let
you know how

m u c h
Ienjoyed

t h e b o o k l e t

That sounds
great. Bob!

Did you
l e a r n a l o t

a b o u t
the Bible?

y o u

gave me. y

At this point. Bob went on and on about how exciting it was to learn
about the history of the human race and about the salvation offered by
Jesus,

B o b , y o u
p r o b a b l y

n o t i c e d s o m e
Q u e s t i o n s

i n t he back o f
t h e b o o k l e t .
Would you
like to fill in

t h e a n s w e r s
a n d t h e n

get together
to d i scuss t hem?

Tim, Iwould
like very

. m u c h t o
/do tha t .

I h a v e
f o u n d

studying
the Bible

t o b e
exciting!

Two days later Bob and Tim met at the park to discuss further the Bible.
Bob asked many questions, and Tim was able to answer them. Bob
finally said to Tim:

/Tim, after studying all these Scriptures, ̂
Inow believe that Jesus is the Christ, and
I'm ready to change my life. Could you

Iarrange for me to be baptized?

That would please
me very much.
Let's go right

n o w s i n c e
this is so

important.

I
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ithin the hour. Bob had been baptized, and the two were now not only
friends, but also brothers in Christ. They were looking forward to worship¬
ing and serving God together.

\ A /
v v

f^e assured that^
it was my

p l e a s u r e - h o p e
to see you

VSunday. J

Tim, t hank
you for1 ^
sharing D i

Jesus w i th /

/ I

m e .

N

/Wir(

Dear Deader: 1

After you have studied this booklet and completed
the following questions, we would be pleased to
r̂ade and return them to you. Mail them in to the

church address below.
Likewise, we have avideo, “The Golden Thread On

The bible” that we would be pleased to loan you.

Please let us know if we may assist you with further
study or in your bein^ baptized into Christ.

W r i t e o r P h o n e :

Ruston Church of Chr is t 1-20 West
2300 West Woodward

Ruston, Louisiana 71270

Phone: (318) 255-0417
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R e v i e w Q u e s t i o n s
T h e G a r d e n o f E d e n

-1 . The fi rs t man Adam was (A ] bom (B) fo rmed (C
happened by chance.

-2. The only tree first forbidden to Adam: (A) the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil (B) all trees (C) the
t r e e o f l i f e .

-3. Adam was placed In the garden to (A) look after the
animals (B) dress the garden (C) to find awife.

-4. The forbidden tree would bring (A) death (B) happiness
(C) ac loser walk wi th God.

-5. The one thing that God said was not good: (A) no
names for the an imals (B) man 's lone l iness (C) the
s e r p e n t .

- 6 . Woman was made f r om the (A ) dus t (B ) am i rac le f r om
heaven (C) Adam’s r ib .

-7 . She was ca l led “woman" because (A) she was femin ine
(B) she was taken out of man (C) she asked for this
t i t l e .

-8. The first law of marriage required man to (A) live with
parents (B) live close by (C) leave father and mother
a n d c l e a v e t o h i s w i f e .

-9. In marriage, men and women are to (A) be independent
(B) become one flesh (C) share their l ives as
i n d i v i d u a l s .

10. Both man and woman were made (A) as the animals
(B) as minor gods (C) in God’s image.

T h e G r e a t F a l l

-1. The serpent was (A) more crafty than any beast (B)
very spiritual (C) wiser than God.

-2. The serpent representing the de\dl (A) spoke highly of
God (B) cursed God (C) made Eve feel deprived.

●3. The fruit on the "tree of the knowledge of good and evil’’
was (A) atropical fruit (B) an apple (C) the Bible does

n o t n a m e i t .

4. The de^'1l said, (A) you probably won’t die (B) you will
be happy (C) you shall not surely die.

■5. After tempting Eve with the lust of the flesh and the
lust of the eye, the third temptation was (A) the lust of
the heart (B) the lust for wealth (C) the pride of life.
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-6. When God called upon Adam to give an account, he
blamed (A) God (B) the woman (C) the serpent.

-7. When God called upon the woman to give an account,
she blamed (A) God (B) the man (C) the serpent.

-8. God drove man from the garden because (A) he might
eat again of the forbidden tree (B) he might eat of the
tree of life (C) he would hate God.

-9. Now that sin has been committed, man must hope for
life from (A) the Seed of woman (B) the serpent (C) the
garden.

10. The tilling of the ground now represents acurse
because (A) there will be snakes crawling about (B) It
will grow thorns and thistles (C) Adam does not know

h o w t o f a r m .

Hope through aNew Nation (true or false)

-1. Since the serpent represented the devil, he did not
r e c e i v e a c u r s e .

-2. The Seed of woman would bruise the head of the
s e r p e n t .

-3. The seed of the serpent would bruise the head of the
S e e d o f w o m a n .

-4. Anew nation was promised through Abram (later
ca l l ed Abraham) .

-5. Just one nation, the Jews, would be blessed through
A b r a h a m .

-6. Adam's sin brought death, but Christ would bring the
r e s u r r e c t i o n o f t h e d e a d .

-7. Christ brings life only to those who believe to the point
of being bom of water and the Spirit.

-8. The nation that came through the seed of Abraham
w a s c a l l e d I s r a e l o r t h e I s r a e l i t e s .

-9. The Messiah (God's Son) would be bom through the
tribe of Manasseh, one of the twelve tr ibes of Israel.

10. When the t ime came, God sent His Son to redeem
s i n n e r s .

Prophecies of Hope

: “ B e h o l d aHimself will give you a-1 . T h e r e f o r e t h e -
s h a l l c o n c e i v e . "

Ephratah, though you are
, yet out of you shal l come

2 . “ B u t y o u - —
among the
f o r t h t o M e O n e t o b e

3. “But to you who
will arise with

o f -
I n

of—My name, the—
In His . "
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4. “Behold Isend you t h e b e f o r e t h e
and dreadfulo f t h e

of the — .

5. “In those days came
t h e w i l d e r n e s s o f —

t h e i n

and saying,-—
Is at hand.

●you for the
of -

6 . “ A n d ■w a s c l o t h e d w i t h : a n d h e
did eat

7 . “ I I n d e e d h a v e
a n d

■you with , b u t H e w i l l
you with the

The angel Gabriel Promised Jesus (Matching)

1. espoused
2. Mary
3 . N a z a r e t h

4. Joseph
5 . G a b r i e l

6. Holy Spirit
7 . J e s u s
8. God
9 . J o s h u a a S a v i o r

10. power of the Highest

A . J e s u s

B. nothing shall be Impossible
C. God’s message
D. source of Mary’s conception
E. One highly favored
F. Holy Spirit
G. Son of the Highest
H. arighteous man
1 . h o m e o f J e s u s

J. engaged

E v e n t s i n B e t h l e h e m

1. Who gave adecree to tax the Roman world?

2. What man Is associated with Bethlehem?
3. Give the modem word for expoused and betrothed
4. Jesus was Mary’s
5. In what did Mary wrap her new baby?
6. The first bed of Jesus was a
7. Name the two things performed by the law before returning

Jesus to Nazareth.

8. Jesus grew and became
● a n d t h e

S o n .

, fi l l e d w i t h
of God was upon Him.

Attended Feast in Jerusalem (true or false)

1. Mary and Joseph took Jesus with them to the Feast of
P e n t e c o s t .

2. When Jesus went with Mary and Joseph to the feast,
he was twelve years old.

3 Mary and Joseph left Jesus behind on purpose.
4 They went two days Journey before missing Jesus.
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■5. Jesus was found In the synagogue talking with the
d o c t o r s .

6 . Jesus sa id that He was about H is Father 's bus iness.

Darkness Dispe l led

1. Among those who met to plan Jesus's death was the High
P r i e s t , - - l a - - a s .

2. Plans were made to take Jesus by s--tl
3. These Jewish leaders especially wanted to kill Jesus because

t h e y s a i d H e b r o k e t h e S - - - - - - .
4. Because the Jews sought to kill Him, Jesus moved His work

to G .

5. Jesus defended His teaching at the f--
6. Jesus foretold that He would go to J-

ed, and be -

y -

f r o m J

ale -, suffer and
I s e - a g a i n o n t h e t - - - - d a y.

rebuked Jesus for speaking of His death, but
b e -

7 . P
J e s u s c a l l e d h i m t

T h e G r e a t C o n fl i c t

1. Name the garden where Jesus prayed
2. He took three disciples, , —

with Him to the garden.
3. My soul Is exceedingly

h e r e , a n d
4. Jesus prayed that this

but as  —
5. What human weakness was shown by the disciples?

, a n d

even to dea th . Ta r ry
w i t h M e . ”

might pass, “not as I

betrayed Jesus with a .
7. Jesus was before the High Priest, elders, and Council as they

against Him to put Him

6 .

sought-—
t o d e a t h .

8. Two false witnesses finally said, “this fellow said, ‘I am able to
a n d r e b u i l d i t i ndestroy the

9. Jesus finally answered and said that they would see the Son of
Man sitting on  
and coming  

10. They accused Jesus of speaking
11. The verdict; “  

of power,
o f

Jesus Before Pilate (true or false)

1. Pilate was agovernor appointed by Rome.
2. Jesus denied being the King of the Jews.
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3. Jesus responded immediately to the accusations of the
J e w s .

4. The only thing that the Jews wanted was to crucify
J e s u s .

5. Pilate secretly washed his hands to show that he was
Innocent of this Just person.

6. Barabbas was crucified along with Jesus.
7 . T h i s m a n B a r a b b a s w a s a m u r d e r e r .

Three Days of Sadness

1. What color robe did they place on Jesus?—
2. Name what was placed on Jesus' head.
3. Who eventually carried the cross of Jesus? o f

4. Give another name for Golgotha.
5 . w e r e c r u c i fi e d w i t h J e s u s .

6. What cry from the cross led His enemies to give Him vinegar?

7. Jesus died after saying, “It is . ”

Burial, Resurrection, and Ascension (matching)

-1. home of Joseph
-2. first day of the week
- 3 . a s c e n s i o n

A . m o r e t h a n fi v e h u n d r e d
B . t o m b
C . P e t e r

4. Mary Magdalene
5. came to Jesus by night E. Arlmathea

F. heavenly messenger
G. day of resurrection

D. apostles

6. sepulchre
7 . t o m b d o o r
8 . t w e l v e

9. many eyewitnesses
o f r e s u r r e c t i o n

H. appeared first to this
w o m a n

I . N i c o d e m u s
J . r o u n d s t o n e

K. right hand of the Father
10. Cephas
11. angel

S a l v a t i o n i n C h r i s t

1. What is the power of God to salvation?
2 . “ H e w h o a n d i s

4. According to Rom. 6:3, how does apenitent believer get into
i n t o J e s u s C h r i s t . ”

w i l l b e

C h r i s t ?

5. After one is baptized, he walks in
6. In Rom. 6:17, one “obeys from -

o f d o c t r i n e . "

o f l i f e .
t h a t f o r m
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or forgiveness of sins."7 . J e s u s s h e d H i s b l o o d " f o r t h e
8. Who did Jesus teach about the new birth?

a n d o f t h e9. “except aman Is bom of
he cannot enter the 

10. The Incorruptible seed In the spiritual birth Is the—
according to Peter, (1 Pet. 1:23).

11. Read Gal. 3:26,27, and state how one puts on Christ

o f

o f

12. In Christ, one becomes anew .
1 3 . W h o d i d t h e L o r d a d d t o t h e c h u r c h I n A c t s 2 : 4 7 ?

■w i t h C h r i s t .14. Children of God are heirs of God, and
15. All who obey the Lord according to 1Cor. 12:13, are

Into one .

16. Jesus prayed that His disciples may be .

Heaven ly Fe l lowsh ip

●1. In what does aChr is t ian wa lk , w i th Jesus?
■2. What did Jesus give In sacrifice for atonement?
●3. Give another word for remission.
4. ‘To make friends again" suggests what word?
■5. “ to buv back" defines what word?
●6. “be ,immovable, always abounding In the

w o r k o f t h e L o r d . "
- 7 . Wha t mus t no t be f o r saken as aCh r i s t i an?
-8. “God Is Spirit, and those who worship Him must

worship Him In
- 9 . W h a t m u s t C h r i s t i a n s s h a r e w i t h o t h e r s ?
10. “He who believes and Is baptized will be —."

a n d i n

Eternity With God (match)

A . m a n y m a n s i o n s
B . f a i t h f u l u n t i l

d e a t h
C . h e a v e n
D . s u b s t a n c e o f

things hoped for
E . e a r t h
F. l o v e

G. all In the graves

-1 . P lace where t reasu res co i rup t
- 2 . t h e L o r d I s

-3. the greatest of faith, hope, love
- 4 . f a i t h
- 5 . I n F a t h e r ' s h o u s e

6. aprepared place
7 . w i l l h e a r H i s v o i c e
8 . c r o w n o f l i f e

P h o n eN a m e

■Zip- C l t y ^A d d r e s s
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