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This book is lovingly dedicated to my Mamma, Coy
Bristow, who has adorned herself in godliness all the years
of her life. She spiritually guided my daddy, Pelham, my
sister, Barbara, my brother, Burrell, and me, in the ways of
righteousness.

Even now, in her sunset years, she continues to re¬
flect the light of Jesus in her life.

It can be said of her life over the years:

“Her children rise up and call her blessed; Her hus¬
band also, and he praises her” (Proverbs 31:28).



In t roduct ion
Welcome to this Ladies Class study, “Heart Adornment

For Godly Women.” This is astudy designed to stimulate your
thinking toward God’s word and the characteristics needed in your
life to please Him.

The expository Scriptures are taken from my Self-Teach¬
ing New Testament, published by Quality Publications, Abilene,
Texas. You will notice that these verses have many references, and
in your preparation for your class, you are encouraged to read and
study these.

The illustrations and quotes from famous authors are in¬
cluded to help you think deeper into the subjects. Appreciation is
expressed to all of these writers.

The crossword puzzles are designed to help you spend more
time with your Bible. The majority of the answers can be found in
the King James Version (KJV), and the others are indicated (NKJV)
when found in the New King James Version. As you search for the
words to the puzzle, please take afew moments and study the con¬
text. In class, when the puzzles are graded, the teacher should ask
each student to give the answer, and also be prepared to make a
comment on each answer.

It will always be my sincere prayer that this study will be a
special blessing to your life. Remember, God always blesses those
who love Him, and those who study and live by His word.

T h e A u t h o r
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L e s s o n 1

Memory Yerse: “A man who has friends must himself be friendly, but
there is afriend who sticks closer than abrother’^ (Prov. 18:24).

Expository Verses

Johal5.;.13. Greater love [Greek agape] has no man than this, [Rom. 5;7,8]
than to lay down his life [He chose to die for the lost, John 10:11,15,17) for
his friends [our Lord passed the ultimate test of love at the cross).

A. How much do we love Jesus?

This is the question of all questions, because our love for Him will de¬
termine our service to Him. Jesus recognized this when He said, “If you love Me,
keep My commandments” (John 14:15). Remember, the love that Jesus seeks in
our hearts is an unconditional love. This is the kind of love that suffers long and
never fails (1 Cor. 13:4,8). Jesus seeks the same kind of love that He gave on the
c r o s s .

Therefore, the only way that we can determine how much we love Jesus
is by looking at our lives. Is He first in our lives? Do we allow our lives to reflect
His light daily? Do we help others to the point of believing that we are helping
Jesus? When others see our good works, do they see Jesus?

B. Name some ways you can sacrifice as aGodly
w o m a n .

As ageneral rule, you will not be asked to physically die for Jesus, but
as godly women, you are asked to live for Him. Most of the time, your service
will be enjoj-able and pleasant. However, there will also be those times of sacri¬
fice. This is where the real test of love begins. Paul called upon the Roman
Christians to “Present your bodies aliving sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God,
which is your reasonable service” (Rom. 12:1). Peter wrote that Christians are
called to suffer. “For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us,
leaving us an example, that you should walk in His steps” (1 Pet. 2:21).

Therefore, your sacrifices will involve such things as giving of your
time, energy, and money to serve Jesus. The busy life in today’s world is very
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demanding, and voices are calling on every hand. However, those who seek to pul
Jesus first, will set everything aside that hinders so that they can attend Bible classes,
visit the sick at home, in hospitals and in nursing homes, teach others, and give
their best to their children and grandchildren.

This may feel like too much sacrifice and aheavy burden at times, but
remember. The crown of all crowns was made of thorns, and our suffering can
never equal the Master of all suffering.

C. How does your love for friends compare to Jesus?

From ahuman standpoint, it is so easy to love our friends. They are here
on earth, and we can be with them and enjoy their company. We feel that they are
there for us when we need them. This is as it should be, and there is certainly
nothing wrong in having good friends. Jesus loved the world enough to die for it, ̂
but He also had personal friends while on earth. It is obvious from the word that
Jesus felt aclose friendship to Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. When Lazarus died,
Jesus said to His apostles: ‘"Our friend Lazarus sleeps, but Igo that Imay wake ̂
him up" (John 11:11). “

But an important question for us to ask, “Do we consider Jesus agreater
friend than all other friends?” Jesus passed the ultimate test when it was said of
Him, “Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's life for his friends ”
(John 15:13). How true are the words of the song: “What afriend we have in
J e s u s ! ”

Do we really believe this? Are we guilty of taking the friendship of Jesus
for granted?

Example; Alittle brother agreed (after hesitation) to give his dying brother a
kidney. While waiting in the operating room, he asked, “How long will it be now “*
be fo re I d i e? ”

Luke 15:6 And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neigh¬
bors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for Ihave found my sheep which was
l o s t ’

A. Review this parable (Lk. 15:3-7).

Jesus tells of aman who owned one hundred sheep, and one became lost.
He was so concerned that he left behind the ninety-nine in the wilderness and ““
searched until he found it. He was so happy to find this lost one that he returned
home and called all his friends and neighbors together to rejoice with him. He
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wanted to rejoice because he had found the lost sheep.
Jesus told this little story to illustrate the rejoicing that is in heaven when

one sinner who is lost repents. There is more rejoicing over the lost one than over
the ninety-nine who were never lost.

B. Why do we wish to share good news with friends?

Friends are concerned about our disappointments and successes, our pain
and good health, our happiness and unhappiness. Therefore, our happiness is mul¬
tiplied when shared with friends. Have you ever told afriend about something
good that happened to you, and then felt their embrace of joy? If so, this added to
your happiness.

An example of sharing good news with friends is at abaptism service.
When someone very dear to you is bom into Christ, the occasion is made even
more joyful by the hugs and tears of joy of close friends. Or it may be the occa¬
sion of the birth of your precious baby or grand baby! These occasions, and many
other happy ones, need to be shared with friends.

C. Do we share Jesus with unsaved friends?

This can be avery difficult question, because some of your friends will
not allow you into this part of their lives. Due to their religious background, they
may close the door for you to sit down and share the purity of the gospel with
them. However, there are still ways for you to share Jesus with your unsaved
f r i e n d s .

You must begin with aChristian example before them. Let them know
that you value their friendship highly, but not as much as you value your friend¬
ship with Jesus. Let them know that there can never be acompromise on this
subject. Then let them see Jesus living in you daily even through the difficult
times in your life.

Take every opportunity to mention something about the purity of God’s
word and its value in your life, and use its principles in your daily conversations
with friends. When questions come up, share with them agood tract on the sub¬
ject. Make every effort to invite them to attend special classes and other services
in the church. Sometimes afellowship is agood place to begin to introduce them
to other Christians. This may break the ice for them to attend other services of the
c h u r c h .

No two friends are exactly alike, and you should seek the best approach
for each one. Just remember that when you make aprayerful effort by doing your
best, God will be there to help you.
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D. What is the greatest gift one can give afriend?

We like to give gifts to close friends, and you may even spend hours
searching for just the right gift. In your search, you want to find something that
will be treasured over the years. It may be avaluable antique or something for her
collection, but finding the right gift is very important.

Please understand, such gifts as just described are important to friend¬
ships, but they are not the greatest gift for afriend. The greatest gift for afriend is
the saving gospel. This is the one gift that will make all other gives have greater
value. Why is the gospel the greatest gift of all? Because it is agift from God! It is
God’s gift of salvation (Rom. 1:16). It is the only gift for your friends that will last
forever, ‘‘....but the gift of God is eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom.
6:23).

E. How can we rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep
with those who weep (Ram. 12:15)?

The ideal friendship is found between brothers and sisters in Christ, and
this principle from Paul involves family oneness as well as personal friendships.
When Paul commanded this kind of rejoicing and weeping, he was writing to _
Christians who were one in Christ—those who were members of the same spiri¬
tual body. Therefore, when one member of abody is affected, so are the others
(Rom. 12:5). Love is the motivating force that causes us to rejoice and weep with
others. Friendship with as many other Christians as possible, makes this command “*
easier to obey. This should be another incentive to lead our unsaved friends to
J e s u s .

We rejoice and weep with others when we make every effort to feel what —"
they are feeling. This is not always easy to do and requires training and spiritual
growth. However, this should be the goal of every faithful Christian. Jesus set the
example while on earth of feeling for others. The closer we walk with Him, the ^
more we can rejoice and weep with others.

Example: We want to share good things that happen to us with clcse friends.
Also, we want the same friends to know when we are in pain. Why? Because of
love and the close bond of friendship.

Quoting: ‘A friend is one to whom we may pour out the contents of our hearts,
chaff and grain together, knowing that the gentlest of hands will sift it, keep what
is worth keeping, and with abreath of kindness blow the rest away!” —Knight
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A. Discuss the meaning of Knight’s quote.

One of the blessings of true friend is to be able to share our hearts
knowing that it is safe with them. We may even share things that are not compli¬
mentary, but we can know that this will not be held against us. Atrue friend will
always look for the good in us, and will make every effort to help us deal with the
bad. When we have shared the good and the bad, they will keep the good, but in
kindness blow the rest away.

Afriend is someone who knows both our good and bad points, but
still loves us. Someone who believes in us when there is doubt, and stands by
us with forgiveness when we repent of our wrongs.

John 15:14 You are My friends, if you do whatever Icommand you [the
test of friendship w'ith Jesus is to obey Him].

A. We sing, “I’ll be afriend to Jesus, ”but why do we at times fait to
show Him friendship?

It is afact that Christians do not always live as they sing. This is not the
way it should be, nevertheless, this is still afact. One of the things that often
severs our friendship with Jesus is failing to obey Him. Each time that we go
places where Jesus would not go, do things that Jesus would not do, and say
things that Jesus would not say, we fail Him as afriend. Disobeying God brings
hurt to Jesus, and it is not right to hurt the One who is our best friend.

We can also fail to show friendship to Jesus by choosing friends who are
engaged in things of the world. These can draw our attention away from Jesus
and will harm our friendship with Him. James must have had this thought in
mind when he wrote these words. “Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know
that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be
afriend of the world makes himself an enemy of God" (James 4:4).

It is often very disturbing to read about the mob that hated Jesus, and
would not be content until He was put to death. But if we ever reach the point
where we refuse to be His friend, there is adanger of falling away to the point
that we join His enemies. The Hebrew writer mentions those who leave Him and
reach the point of no return—no repentance. His explanation: “Since they cru¬
cify again for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame” (Heb.
6:6).

Therefore, our greatest need as Christians is to be able to sing, ‘TTl be a
friend to Jesus,” and mean it from our hearts.

B. Do we show friendship by obeying Him daily?
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Obeying Jesus daily is the only way to keep our friendship with Him
alive. Some have thought that it is enough to obey Him only on Sunday, then the
other days of the week are filled with disobedience. This will never please God. _
Living for Jesus is adaily life to be lived. When Jesus told His disciples, “You are
the light of the world” (ML 5:14), He did not specify Sunday only. He inferred to
shine at all times. We cannot turn off the light of Jesus without being in the dark¬
ness of Satan! This evil one has exclusive rights to the power of darkness (Col. “
1:13).

Let each of us examine our obedience to Jesus, and make sure that it is a
daily experience in our lives.

C. Discuss the friendship of Judas Iscariot (Mt 26:49^0).

Among the many sad Old Testament prophecies that would be fulfilled
by Jesus were the words, “Even my own familiar friend in whom Itrusted, who ate
my bread, has lifted up his heel against me" (Ps. 41:9). Judas Iscariot, one of the
twelve apostles, fulfilled this when he sold Jesus for thirty pieces of silver. When “
Judas walked up to Jesus to identify Him to the enemy, Jesus said to him, “Friend,
why have you come? ’’ (Mt. 26:50).

How could Judas do such aterrible thing? Was it atemptation that caught —.
him off guard during aweaker moment? No, Judas had been living as ahypocrite
as one of the apostles. He had pretended to be trustworthy and deeply concerned
about the needy, but all of this was alie.

One day while Jesus was visiting in the home of Mary, Martha, and
Lazarus, Mary used apound of very costly oil of spikenard to anoint the feet of
Jesus. Judas was present, and objected to this by asking, “Why was this fragrant
oil not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?" (John 12:5). How “
noble this must have seemed to ask such acaring question, but it was the question
of ahypocrite. The next verse reveals the truth about the one who asked the ques¬
tion. “This he said, not that he cared for the poor, but because he was athief, and »
had the money box; and he used to take what was put in it” (John 12:6).

Judas is not the kind of friend we want in our lives. True friends will

never sell us out or betray us. Jesus is an example of atrue friend. “He laid down _
His life for His friends” (John 15:13).

D. What is the difference between Jesus being our friend, and us
being afriend to Him?

Always keep in mind that friendship must flow in two directions. It is an
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arm of love that reaches out TO us and FROM us. True friendship is consistent
and is not affected by the storm clouds of adversity and the passing of time. “A
friend loves at all times ”(Prov. 17:17).

Jesus reached out in love as far as anyone can possibly reach when He
gave His all for us at Calvary. The question then is how do we reach back to Him?
We do have aresponsibility in this friendship. “A man who has friends must
himself be friendly” (Prov. 18:24). Jesus tells us how to be His friend in (John
15:14), “You are My friends, if you do whatever Icommand you.”

Therefore, when we choose not to live our lives for Him, we are refus¬
ing to be His friend. But when we deny ourselves, and take up our cross daily, and
follow Him (IJc. 9:23), we become close friends with Jesus. The more we walk in
the footsteps of Jesus, the more we become His friend.

lohti 15:15 No longer do Icall you servants; [as He had previously done
before they were fully instructed] for the servant does not know what his lord
[master] is doing: [Jesus has told them of His plans of death, etc.] but Ihave
called you friends, for all things that Iheard of My Father Ihave made
known [explained] to you [they had been taken into His confidence as friends].

A. Why does sharing, bond friendships?

Jesus is quoted as saying, “It is more blessed to give than to receive ”
(Acts 20:35). Thus, one of the blessings from afriendship is giving. When we
share with afriend, we invest some of ourselves with them, and we experience
the joy of love at work in our lives. Love does not prosper when lying dormant,
because it is an action word. For example, instead of Paul defining love to the
Corinthian Christians, he tells them what love does (1 Cor. 13:4-8).

Sharing has away of bonding parents and children together into a
deeper friendship. Also, one of the things that bonds husbands and wives together
as friends is all the things that they share together over the years. They share their
lives, their friends, their children, and their many goals in life. But most impor¬
tant of all, if they are both Christians, they share their Lord. Therefore, many
couples have developed abond of friendship that will last throughout their lives.

B. Name some ways that you can share vnth Jesus.

Sharing with Jesus begins when one decides to surrender all to Him by
obeying the gospel. Salvation has two parts. The first part is of God. Jesus is the
central figure in providing away of escape from the wages of sin (Rom. 6:23).
God the Father chose to give His only begotten Son in sacrifice, so that those who
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“believe in Him should not perish but luwe everlasting life” (John 3:16). The be¬
lieving in Jesus mentioned here is not apassive belief, but one that responds to His
c o m m a n d s .

The second part of salvation involves our sharing our all with Jesus. If
we do not obey Him, we do not share this salvation that He has provided. There¬
fore, this is our most important sharing in all human existence.

Once we have come to Jesus in obedience for salvation, we are then
ready to share with Him aspecial way of life. He has left us aperfect example ■“
from His life on earth. He faced every temptation that we face, and overcame each
one. Therefore, we can share His attitude, love, concern for others, and obedience
to His Father (Heb. 5:8). —

Quoting: “But friendship is precious, not only in the shade, but in the sunshine of
life; and thanks to abenevolent arrangement of things, the greater part of life is
sunsh ine. ” —Thomas Je ffe rson

lames 2:2.'̂  “And the Scripture [Gen. 15:6] was fulfilled [fully completed] which
says, ‘Abraham believed God, [to the point of making an effort to offer his son,
Gen. 22:1-19] and it was imputed to him [reckoned or accounted] for righteous¬
ness,’ [right-doing, 1John 3:7,10] and he was called the Friend of God [God’s
friend, 2Chronicles 20:7:—when we obey the Lord’s commandments, we are
friends of Jesus, John 15:14].

A . Was th i s t i t l e honorab le to Abraham?

Everything about Abraham’s life infers that he longed daily to be close to
God. In fact, he believed in God and walked so close to Him that he is recognized
throughout the Bible as aman of great faith (Heb. 11:8-10,17,18). When he was *
called to leave his home in the Er of the Chaldeans, he obeyed. God eventually
.sent him to aland promised to his descendants, and Abraham obeyed. To be aclose
friend of God, Abraham was willing to spend the rest of his life living in atent on _
this special “Land of Canaan.”

Abraham honored his friendship with God to the point that when God
commanded him to offer his only begotten son Isaac on an altar, Abraham obeyed
(Heb. 11:17). Even if God had allowed Abraham to carry the sacrifice through to “
death, he believed that God could raise him from the dead (Heb. 11:19).

Do we honor our friendship with God and His Son? Does our daily life,
like Abraham, show our faith in such friendship? It is good to honor and enjoy our ™
earthly friendships, but these are nothing compared to our friendship with God.



^3^ttitftjufg^ricnd 1 3

B . How was Enoch God’s friend? (Gen. 5:22).

The simplest way to answer this question is to say that he walked with
God three hundred years. This is one of the most beautiful figures found in God’s
word to describe one’s close relationship with God. We enjoy walking with the
ones we love, and Enoch must have loved God.

There are several things involved when these two walked together. First
of all it suggests compatibility between Enoch and God. There is no way that
Enoch could not have been afriend with God if he had been evil, because God
hates evil. Therefore, Enoch must have been arighteous person. To walk with
God also involves both going in the same direction. Since God always chooses
the way of righteousness, Enoch must have done the same.

Finally, friends enjoy being together. As Enoch and God walked to¬
gether, we are told that “Enoch was not, for God took him” (Gen. 5:24). Only two
men are recorded in the Bible who were taken without death. One was Elijah and
the other was this man Enoch. Truly Enoch was God’s friend.

In our daily lives, do we make an effort to be afriend with God and His
precious Son? Do we walk within our lives in away that we can walk with Him.
We cannot find agreater friendship than being aclose friend with God and His
Son who took our place on the cross.

C. Is making friends asound investment today?

It is difficult for most of us to imagine anyone being happy without
friends. God has made us so that we enjoy the closeness of afriend. We need
someone in which to share our happiness and disappointments. We need
one to cheer us up when we are lonely. Then on those occasions when we are ill
or unable to meet our daily responsibilities, it is comforting to have afriend to
help.

s o m e -

There is another side to the blessings of friendships. Not only do
need the help and comfort of afriend, but it is important for us to experience
being afriend to others. When we become friends with others, we invest our¬
selves, and this is needed to live abalanced life. True friendship involves both
giving and receiving, and this is one of the truly sound investments that we
make in our lives.

w e

c a n

Quoting: ‘The happiest business in all the world is that of making friends, and
no investment on the street pays larger dividends. For life is more than stocks and
bonds, and love than rate percent. And he who gives in friendship’s name shall
reap what he has spent.”
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A s A F r i e n d - P u z z l e O n e

A C R O S S

5Afriend to one getting married
(John 3:29)

8Something sent to elders and
friends (1 Sam. 30:26 KJV)

9Those who have many friends
(Prov. 14:20)

11 To whom was it said,” Friend,
why do you come?” (Mt.
26:47410)

13 Something spoken to friends (Job
17:5)

14 Aman who told something to wife
and friends (Esther 6:13)

15 Another name for tax collectors

(Lk. 7:34 KJV).

D O W N

1Aman with three friends (Job
2:11)

2Afriend to Pilate (Lk. 23:12)
3That which makes many friends

(Prov. 19:4)
4Acharacteristic of afriend (Prov.

17:17)
6Something done with friends (Lk.

15:29)
7Acharacteristic of being brotheriy

(2 Pet. 1:7)
10 An item that caused rejoicing with

friends (Lk. 15:8J> NKJV)
12 Aspecial friend to Jesus (John

11:11).



L e s s o n 2

Memory Verse; “For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the
Lord. Walk as children ofUghf’ (Eph. 5:8).

Expository Verses

1, but applies to all Chris¬
tians] has He made alive, [Jesus was raised from the dead, Eph. 1:20;—now He
is able to make sinners alive from sin] who were dead in trespasses [Greek:
paraptoma—ta slip or fall to the point of losing one’s way] and sins, [Greek;
hamartia—to miss amark or target].

n

A. Do most unsaved s inners cons ider themselves dead?

The simplest answer for this question would be “No!” For even though
they are told that the Bible declares all lost without Jesus, they seem to think that
an exception will be made in their case. Some may reason that their parents and
grandparents have been religious, and that they are from aChristian family. Oth¬
ers may reason that, “I plan to be saved before Idie, and if something should
happen to me, it will be all right.” Or, some believe that since God is aloving and
just God, He will not allow them to be lost

Even though there are those who say that they know that they are lost
and need some day to be saved, down deeply in their hearts, they are not fully
convinced that they are lost. When sinners are fully convinced that they are lost
in sin, they will want to seek the Savior immediately.

We cannot sit in Judgment as to who are saved and who are lost, but the
Bible can. The Bible is the word of God, and tells us the undisputed facts! It was
Jesus who said, “For if you do not believe that Iam He, you will die in your sins”
(John 8:24). And, “He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who
does not believe will be condemned” (Mk. 16:16). The same Bible tells us that
Jesus “became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him” (Heb. 5:9),
and that when He returns from heaven. He will come "in flaming fire taking
vengeatwe on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Thes. 1:8).

Therefore, in our teaching, preaching, and daily lives, we need to lake
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every opportunity to convince the lost that the Bible teaches that they are lost, and
that the wages of sin is death (Rom. 6:23).

B. What did Jesus do to assure us life?

The answer to this question is the theme of the whole Bible. Both the Old
and New Testaments reveal how God made all necessary preparation to send His _
Son to bring life. When the “Tree of death” was chosen in the Garden of Eden, the
“Tree of Life” was lost. Only someone special coming through the seed of woman
could restore life. Therefore, the theme of the Old Testament is, “Someone is com¬
ing,” and the theme of the New Testament is, “Someone is here.” “

The New Testament reveals the someone to be Jesus Christ, God’s Son.
What was His mission to earth? To bring life! “In Him was life, and the life was the
light of men” (John 1:3). In His own words, “I have come that they may have life, „
and that they may have it more abundantly” (John 10:10). Jesus also spoke of this
life to the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well, “But whoever drinks of the water that
Ishall give him will never thirst. But the water that Ishall give him will become in
him afountain of water springing up into everlasting life” (John 4:14).

But the question is, what did Jesus do to assure us life? He allowed Him¬
self to be sacrificed at the cross. He never sinned, but He took upon Himself our
sins and died for them. John sums it up in these words. “By this we know love, ■“
because He laid down His life for us" (1 John 3:16). Therefore, Jesus used His
own blood in sacrifice for our sins. “In Him we have redemption through His blood,
the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace ”(Eph. 1:7). “With His_
own blood. He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal
redemption” (Heb. 9:12). This assures salvation to all who will obey and serve
H i m .

C. Discuss the figure of misang God’s mark.

From the very beginning of the human race, God has determined what is —
right and what is wrong. In fact, the two trees representing right and wrong and life
and death were placed in the center of the Garden of Eden. God actually set before
them achoice. First of all. He gave His will: “Of every tree of the garden you may _
freely eat” (Gen. 2:16). This represented His will. Then God told them what was
NOT His will: “But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat,
for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die ”(Gen. 2:16).

Therefore, the idea of the target is this. The bull’s eye of the target repre- “
sents God’s will. The rest of the target, outside the bull’s eye is sin. As long as
Adam and Eve refrained from eating from the tree of death, they were walking
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within God’s will. However, when they chose the forbidden tree, they missed
God’s mark or bull’s eye on the target and sinned.

Today, the Bible informs us what is right in God’s sight. This is the
bull’s eye of the target. But the same Bible tells us what is contrary to God’s will.
This is outside the bull’s eye and is sin. Let us ask, “How important is it to always
seek to hit the bull’s eye of the target?” Jesus answers, “Not everyone who says to
Me, ‘Lord, Lord,'shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of
My Father in heaven” (Mi. 7:21).

Since all commit sin (Rom. 3:23), our only hope is found in Jesus for¬
giving us through His blood. Only then, can we keep our lives within the bull’s
eye and God’s will.

Eph. 2:2 in which in time past [now shows how they trespassed and sinned] you
walked according to the course of this world, [of that which gives fleshly council,
opposite to the council of God, Ps. 1:1 Rom. 12:2: Jas. 4:4:1 John 2:15] accord¬
ing to the prince of the power of the air, [the devil and his evil spirits. John
12:31: Eph. 6:12] the spirit that now works in the children of disobedience,
[Col. 1:21; 3:6].

A. Why must Christians be careful where they walk?

The way we walk determines where we are in our relationship with
God. Before the conversion of the Ephesian Christians, they walked just like the
world. They followed the devil as their leader. Their walk was in the pathway of
disobedience. Now as Christians, they are involved walking like Jesus because
they have answered the call of the gospel to come out of the world (Eph. 2:1).

The walk of aChristian is adangerous one because the devil is out to
win each one back. Every way that we turn, the devil is there, as he “walks about
like aroaring lion seeking whom he may devour” [1Pet. 5:8). He has atwo fold
plan: (1) To keep the lost, lost. (2) To reclaim the saved. He knows that afallen
Christian is more secure for him than anyone else. The apostle Peter writes: “for
it would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness,
than having known it, to turn from the holy commatubneni delivered to them” (2
Pet. 2:21).

Therefore, his traps of lust and sin are set all along our pathway. He is
out to win with sin! However, with the help of our Savior, we can keep our feet
walking in the right way, and can feel secure on the blood stained way that leads
to eternal life (Mt. 7:14; John 14:6).

B, Christians must follow in Jesus’ steps (1 Pet 2:21).
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Christianity is both aSHOW and TELL religion. For not only did Jesus
speak forth the way of life, but He lived it daily. He did not ask His followers to do
anything that He was not doing. He showed faithfulness and obedience to His
Father, He shared the truth with others. He lived the perfect moral life, and even
walked the difficult road of pain, suffering, and sacrifice.

With all these examples before us, we are asked to follow in His steps,
even to the point of suffering. Peter reminds his readers that when they were called
to follow Jesus, they were called to suffer with Him. “For to this you were called,
because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow
His steps” (1 Pet. 2:21).

What is your goal as aChristian? Is it to partially follow Jesus? To follow
only when the pathway is smooth? Or is your goal to follow His steps even when
there are thorns to prick your feet? There is not apain that you can feel that has not
already been felt by Jesus. There is not adisappointment or heart ache that can
attack your heart that has not been felt in the heart of Jesus. Therefore, we must
commit ourselves as Christians to follow His steps wherever they lead us.

Footprints of Jesus, that make the pathway glow;
We will follow the steps of Jesus,
Where e’re they go.” (Mary B.C. Slade/A.B. Everett)

C. Name some ways to follow Jesus’ steps.

As we have already observed, Jesus has shown by His daily life the way
He wants us to walk. Thus, the guideline for our lives should be to imitate Him.
Our walk with Him must begin with FAITH and OBEDIENCE toward God. This
motivated every step of Jesus. “For Ihave come down from heaven, not to do My “
own will, but the will of Him who sent Me ”(John 6:38). Jesus’ faith and obedience
was so powerful in His life, that “He humbled Himself and became obedient to the
point of death, even the death of the cross” (Phil. 2:8). “

To follow in the steps of Jesus, we must also be motivated by LOVE. He
daily displayed love for His Father, and love to all who were lost in sin. This love
moved Him to reach out with compassion toward those who were in need both _
physically and spiritually. This led Jesus to stop along the way and heal many who
were bom with infirmities. His heart was touched by the blind, the lame, the deaf,
the diseased, and those possessed with demons. In His limited time on earth. He
applied His healing touch to many of these. “

No, we can’t touch the needy in the same miraculous way that Jesus
touched them, but we can follow His steps by showing the same concern. In our
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limited ways, we CAN show compassion! To those in need, we can visit—we can
call and serve.

But as you know, the love of Jesus was not limited to their physical
needs. This truly concerned Him, but His greatest concern was for their eternal
souls. Therefore, as He prepared Himself for the supreme sacrifice of the cross.
He labored daily to turn the sinful to God. He showed them His coming kingdom
and the eternal security that they could find in being citizens in it. Even the gates
of Hades would not be victorious against it (Mt. 16:18).

When we walk in His steps, we will also show deep concern for those
lost in sin. We will utilize every opportunity to be led to some soul today. We will
use every opportxmity to show and tell the way of salvation with all of its security
and beauty.

D. When walking in His steps, we avoid dangers.

As we have already observed, the devil is out to get us. He has set many
traps and land mines to destroy eternal souls. The only way to avoid these dan¬
gers is to walk in the steps of Jesus. As the Son of God, Jesus has shown us where
to walk to avoid these.

To illustrate, imagine acompany of soldiers commanded to march
through amine field. Without any knowledge of the location of the deadly mines,
many would lose their lives. However, suppose amap is provided them that lo¬
cates every mine. With this information, each mine could be located and avoided.

Jesus has left those who follow Him aspecial map, the word of God.
His footsteps are graphfully displayed so that we can know where to walk to
avoid death. We need to remember at all times, that the only way to avoid dangers
in this life and the life to come, is to always walk in His steps.

Example: There is astory told of aman who was once walking through adanger¬
ous swamp in the night time and was startled to find that his little boy had fol¬
lowed him. Turning about, he said, “My son, don’t you know that amis-step
anywhere here might cost you your life?” To which the little fellow replied, “Fa¬
ther, 1am stepping right in your foot-prints, then Iknow Iwill be all right.”

A. How important is example to our children?

It is afact that our children from birth, learn about life through their five
senses. However, it seems that what they see has the greatest influence in their
learning. Yes, what they hear, what they smell, what they touch, and what they
taste are very important. But all of these are backed up by what they see.
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Parents and grandparents show them LIFE by their LIVES. The genuine —
faith that Paul saw in Timothy, had been seen by Timothy dwelling first in his
grandmother Lois and in his mother Eunice (2 llm. 1:5). Children are imitators of
either good or evil. Therefore, we must make every effort to walk in away that ̂
when they follow, they will walk with God.

B. Discuss: “training and admonition” (Eph. 6:4).

Even though training involves showing our children the right example,
there is more. Training, as it is used by Paul, entails letting them experience as they
learn. It is “on the job training.” This is the way that children enjoy learning. How *
many times have we been teaching by showing them, and then have them ask,
“Can Itry it?” This is their cry to be trained.

The word “training” that Paul uses here can be illustrated by afather _
teaching his son to shoot the bow and arrow. Not only does the father instruct and
show him how it is done, but he also places his hands and arms beside his child’s
and they pull the arrow back together. Yes, children must be instructed, encour¬
aged, and sometimes rebuked, but they must also be trained by doing. “

The second assignment that Paul gives fathers as they guide their chil¬
dren in the Lord is to admonish them. Admonition, in this context, means to in¬
struct them in the Lord. As we have already observed, children need both instruc- —
tion and training. Remember, God’s word is the perfect text book for life. It is
certainly God’s training guide for children as well as adults. Fathers who train and
instruct their children in the Lord will do so with the right attitude. They will avoid_
provoking them to wrath, but will rather stir them up to live God’s will in their
lives. When afather or mother is walking in the steps of Jesus, there will be the
right example, training, and instruction for their children. Their children may not
always agree, and may even vent their displeasure, but time will prove such sue- “
cessful in the Lord.

Epfat_4;J Itherefore, the prisoner of [for] the Lord, [Paul was in prison because —
he was aservant of the Lord, Eph. 3:1; Philemon 1,9] beseech [urge or entreat]
you that you walk worthy [following Jesus is adaily walk with Him in light, 1
Thes. 2:12:1 John 1:7: cf. Mt 5:14,16] of the vocation [calling] with which you ̂
were cailed, [ail Christians are called by the gospel to walk anew life in Christ
Jesus, 1Thes. 2:12; 2Thes. 2:14: cf. Rom. 6:4; 1Pet. 2:9].

A. How is one called by the gospel?

The calling of God is very confusing to many who pursue religion. They
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read on various occasions in the Bible where God miraculously called sjjecial
workers, leaders, and prophets, and conclude that God has called them in the
same way. However, we must make adistinction between those who were called
for aspecial mission, and those who are called for salvation.

The New Testament reveals that the lost are called by the gospel to
obey God to be saved. The call of the gospel is for the sinner to respond to the
good news of Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection. For this is the only place
where salvation from sins can be found. Why? Because only the way of the cross
leads home! Therefore, the call of the gospel is made when this saving message
is preached. Then the call is answered when one responds as apenitent believer
who confesses Jesus and puts Him on in baptism.

The call of the gospel is to obey Jesus and to come out of the world into
Jesus. When one does this, he or she becomes anew creation in Christ Jesus (2
Cot. 5:17). Paul reminded the Thessalonian Christians about their call. "To which
He called you by our gospel, for the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus
Christ" (2Thes. 2:14).

B. Discuss the definition of saint: “Holy ones set apart for
G o d . ”

Although the word saint has been abused over the years by certain ones
in the religious world, it is an important word in New Testament Christiamty. In
fact, it appears approximately sixty times. Without adoubt, the word saint should
be applied to all Christians. For when one answers the call of the gospel, he or
she becomes forgiven—holy ones set apart for God.

The word saint coincides with the word church. Since the word church
the called out, therefore, it consists of saints or those set apart for God.m e a n s

Even though the church at Corinth had many major spiritual problems, Paul still
addressed his epistle to “those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be
saints...” (1 Cor. 1:2).

C . How shou ld sa in t s wa lk?

Since saints or Christians are holy ones who have been set apart for
God, then they should walk with God. They should daily walk in the footsteps of
Jesus. The invitation from the devil to walk with him should be declined, be¬
cause his evil steps will lead only to spiritual death.

Where do the footsteps of Jesus lead? They lead to worship, to showing
compassion for others, to sharing the saving gospel, and to all kinds of beautiful
service. Even though saints must live in the world, they are not of the world.
They strive daily to fulfill the prayer that Jesus prayed for His disciples. “I do not
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pray that you should take them out of the world, but that you should keep them
from the evil one” (John 17:15).

This is the way that Christians or saints should follow Jesus on earth, and
then His footsteps will eventually lead them to heaven (John 14:1-4).

D. Consider: “Newness of life,’’and “new creation” (Rom. 6:4;
2Cor. 5:17).

Both of these statements describe what one receives who comes to

Jesus for forgiveness. Before Jesus, life is motivated by the old way of sin. The
aim is to follow the flesh with its distorted lusts. This kind of life, if not changed, ●“
is destined to experience the second death, and being cut off from God forever.
Without the newness of life that Jesus offers, one will be among those described
by John as he observed, “Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire.^
This is the second death” (Rev. 20:14).

However, this can be avoided by allowing God through His Son to
p»erform on us anew creation. Before this new creation can take place, one must
put to death the old man of sin. “Knowing this, that our old man was crucified with“
Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be
slaves of sin” (Rom. 6;6). “Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old
man with his deeds” (Col. 3:9). * “

Where does this newness of life and new creation take place? Only
in Christ. “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is anew creation; old things have
passed away; behold, ail things have become new ”(2 Cor. 5:17). „

Kph. 4:2 with all lowliness [humility. Acts 20:19;—Jesus taught humility when
He washed the disciples feet, John 13:5-9: cf. 1Pet 5:5: Phil. 2:3] and meekness,
[gentleness] with. longsufTering, [patience] forbearing [with] one another in
love, [Greek: agape—this is the way love will act, 1Cor. 13:4].

A. Explain how Paul describes what love will do instead of defin¬
ing it (1 Cor. 13:4-7).

The kind of love mentioned by Paul is agape love. It is the most powerful „
love possible in the human heart because it rises above selfishness and reaches out
to places emphasis on the one loved. This is the only kind of love that would
motivate God to give His only begotten Son, and for Jesus to lay down His life for
us (John 3:16; 1John 3:16). Therefore, any attempted definition will fall short
Knowing this truth, Paul relates what this kind of love will do.

“Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade
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itself, is not puffed up; does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not pro¬
voked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears
all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Ijove will never
fail" (1 Cor. 13:4-8).

This kind of love is present even when the one loved is not loveable!

B. When we mistreat someone, is agape love absent?

Yes, love is absent, because mistreating someone is not acharacteristic
of love. Mistreating someone brings pain, and love does not want to bring this
kind of pain. Should any type of pain come from love, it is present only for the
good of the one loved. You see, love always has the right motive. Even when love
must bnng pain through discipline, it is done to help and not to harm. Even when
one is harmed, love says, “ITl still be kind and forgive.” ‘‘And be kind to one
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God in Christ also forgave
you" (Eph. 4:32).

One of my favorite illustrations tells of ayoung girl at aChildren’s
Home who was somewhat different from the other children. Because of this, the
others, even the leaders, did not trust her. They were suspicious of her—even her
motives. Therefore, they continually looked for an opportunity to catch her doing
something wrong.

One day she went down into the meadow to alarge oak tree, and some¬
one saw her place something in the fork of the tree. They rushed to the leaders
and told them what they saw this girl do. They immediately, along with several of
the youth, rushed to the tree. The note that had been hidden there was retrieved,
and read to the group. “To anyone who finds this note, Ilove you.” This changed
the attitude of all in the home toward this young lady.

C. When there is haughtiness, rudeness, and impatience, is love
a b s e n t ?

Again, the answer is yes. We may try to justify our improper actions by
saying, “Oh, I’m just having abad day,” or “The way I’m acting does not mean
that Idon’t love you,” or “I don’t mean anything by the way Iact toward you.”
Now, as human beings, we will occasionally have wrong attitudes toward even
those we love. However, this comes only in amoment of human weakness. But
the truth is, love is absent when there is continual haughtiness, rudeness, and
impatience. Love will not allow these sinful attitudes to remain. Love runs them
away as quickly as possible.
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Quoting; “Everything in creation obeys the law of love. There is no tree that
bears fruit for its own use: the sun does not shine for itself. It is only man and the
devil who in everything seeks their own.” —Anders Nygren.

A. What is meant by walking in love? (Eph. 5:1^).

Sometimes we make the mistake of thinking that love is only afeeling in ■"
hearts, but to believe this is to sell love short Yes, love is abeautiful feeling

and must be present, but there is more. As Paul suggests, love is awalk. Real love
involves following God as dear children. —

Thus, walking in love means to willingly follow Jesus wherever He leads
us. It means to rejoice in Him even when the pathway is lilled with thorns. It
means to be willing to sacrifice even to the point of dying for Him. Walking in love_
does not allow cuiything to hault our steps, but by faith places each step, knowing
that God will provide the right path on which to walk. To walk in love also means
that we believe the words that we often sing in worship, “Each step 1take will lead
me closer home.” “

o u r

B. Why did Paul mention “as dear children” in (Eph. 5:1)?

This was Paul’s way of wanting them to be faithful Christians. The words,
“dear children” suggest the right way to follow God. Dear children are children
who are under control. Such children illustrate obedience, forgiveness, faithful- _
ness, and love. These are the beautiful characteristics of children that Paul wants
these brethren to possess.

How do we measure up to this standard today? As Christians, are we
CHILDLIKE or CHILDISH? The apostle Peter also calls upon his readers to be
“’as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your
ignorance; but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct”
(1 Pet. 1:14,15).

Therefore, we are as dear children only when we listen to and are obedi¬
ent to our heavenly Father.

Eph. 5:8 For you were sometimes [formerly] darkness, [the devil and the power
of darkness. Col. 1:13] but now you arc light in the Lord [they had been called
out of darkness into His marvelous light, cf. 1Pet. 2:9]. Walk as children of light:
[Christ is the light of the worid, John 8:12; to turn again to darkness would mean —
that they would leave Christ, the way to the Father, John 14:6: cf. Eph. 5:15,16].

A. What does it mean to let your light shine? (Mt. 5:16). _
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Most all of us know the Scriptures that reveal Jesus as the light of the
world, we have been told often the importance of letting our lights shine. But do
we understand fully what it means to let our lights shine? In short, it is to live for
Jesus to the point that our lives glorify the Father in heaven. It is not enough to go
around claiming that we have agreat lamp capable of producing apowerful
light. It is not enough to make the claim that we have plenty of oil. The real test
is do we shine before others? Is our light bright enough from reflecting the light
of Jesus to glorify God?

It may be surprising to some, but the kind of light that Jesus demands
requires that we are faithful in Bible study, in worship, in teaching others, in
visitation, and in all our daily walk of life. Yes, it involves denying ourselves and
taking up our cross daily for Him (Lk. 9:23). Also, it involves avoiding those
things that dim or cover our lights. Sin is fully associated with darkness. There¬
fore, sin in our lives, regardless of how small we consider such, has away of
dimming our lights.

We keep our lamps trimmed and burning brightly by daily walking
with Jesus in the light.

B. How do Christians walk in the light? (1 John 1:7).

Well first of all, it is awalk! John did not mention sitting in the light, but
walking in the light. In the parable of the ten virgins (Mt. 25:1-13), each virgin
had alamp and was responsible to provide alight at the coming of the bride¬
groom. Jesus considered five of them foolish, and said, “/ do not know you ”
because they allowed their lamps to go out. When they needed oil for their lamps,
even the wise virgins could not help them. Each was responsible for her own oil
and light.

Thus, we walk in the light as He is in the light by being active for Jesus.
Yes, it involves refusing things of darkness, but it goes deeper than this. Those
who truly let their lights shine daily by living and serving Him, will dispel the
darkness. John goes on and says that there will be fellowship with other Chris¬
tians, “and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son will cleanse us from all sin. ”There¬
fore, walking in the light is very important and essential if we please Jesus.
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AGodly Walk -Puzzle Two

A C R O S S

3Where one should walk (Isa. 2:3)
5 A w o r d a s s o c i a t e d w i t h

liberty (Jas. 1:25)
7What the prophets of Jerusalem

walked in (Jer. 23:14)
9Awalk that illuminates (1 John

D O W N

1Acause of darkness (1 John
2:11)

2Aposition of walking (Ps.
84:11)

4The way to walk close to Jesus
(Rom. 4:12)

6Enoch’s relationship to God
(Gen. 5:22)

8The aim of the devil as he walks
about (1 Pet. 5:8)

11 Awalk of freedom (Ps. 119:45)
12 An unusual place to walk (Mt.

14:29)
13 Where Christians should not

walk (Rom. 8:1)
15 Something that one should not

walk after (Jer. 7:6).

1:7)
10 Alower place to walk (Ps. 23:4)
14 Where to walk to stumble (John

11:10)
16 Those who walk in God’s sp>ecial

road (Isa. 35:9)
17 Associated with goodness

(Prov. 2:20
18 How the worthy will walk with

Jesus (Rev. 3:4).



Trusted Worker
L e s s o n 3

Mftmory Verse; ‘Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might; for
there is no work or device or knowledge or wisdom in the grave where you
goi/15” (Eccl. 9:10).

a r e

Expository Verses

Mark 14:3 And being in Bethany [a city two miles southeast of Jerusalem-
six days before the Passover, John 12:11] at the house of Simon [along with
Mary, Martha and Lazarus, John 12:1,21 the leper, [probably had been healed of
his leprosy by Jesus, but continued to be identified as Simon the leper] as He sat
at meat [the table] there came awoman [Mary, John 11:2; 12:3;—Martha, as
usual, was serving, John 12:21] having an alabaster box [vase or jar; apound,
about apint, John 12:3] of ointment of spikenard very precious; and she broke
the box, and poured it on His head [also His feet, and dried them with her hair,
John 12:3],

A. Why is it abeautiful thing to show love for Jesus?

Because love is complete when it is answ'ered. Without adoubt, love is
always present through Jesus. Paul reminded the Roman Christians that “God
demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ
died for us” (Rom. 5:8). How beautiful it is to express our gratitude to God and
to Jesus by loving Him.

In the text above, Mary must have been thrilled for the opportunity to
recipicate love. Jesus not only loved Mary, Martha, and Lazarus as He loved the
whole world, but He also loved them as close friends. “Now Jesus loved Martha
and her sister and Lazarus ”(John 11:5). Therefore, the anointment of His head
and feet was especially beautiful to those who love Jesus.

Today, w'e cannot have the stune opportunity of anointing the physical
body of Jesus as Mary experienced, but this does not mean that we cannot show
love to Jesus. Remember, the New Testament is aguidebook of love, because
God is love. “He who does not love does not know God, for God is love ”(1 John
4:8). It is abeautiful thing to show love to God and His Son Jesus by following
His example in our lives.

As we live the Christian life, we become the eyes, the hands, and the
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feet of Jesus. Thus, as we see opportunities to serve and use our bodies to carry out“
service to Him, we are showing love to Jesus. In fact, Jesus taught His followers
that when they had ministered to the “least of these My brethren, you did it to Me ”
(Mt. 25:40). —

B. How do we show that we love Him today?

We begin by recognizing that the teaching of Jesus was not limited to His
audience while He was on earth, but the same principles were intended for His
kingdom in all ages to come. In His ministry. He was not only instructing those
present, but He was preparing for His church or kingdom that would come with “
power (Mark 9:1). Therefore, He wants love shown to Him today just as much as
He did while on earth. So we show that we love Him today by doing what He
taught and by keeping His commandments. “If you love Me, keep My comtmnd- —
ments” (John 14:15).

There is no service that we render for Jesus that is too small for Him to
obseiv'e, and He will reward such. “For whoever gives you acup of water to drink^
in My name, because you belong to Christ, assuredly, Isay to you, he will by no
means lose his reward” (Mk. 9:41).

Every dish of food that you prepare for the needy, every visit that you
make, every phone call of concern, and all the other deeds that you do to bring *
glory to Jesus, He promises to know about it, and to give you areward. What an
incentive to show daily our love for Jesus!

C. Why is there none greater than Jesus?

Because He came to earth as God in the flesh, and showed the world by ̂
His glory, “the glory as of the only begotten of the Father full of grace and truth"
(John 1:14). Thus, there is none greater because of who He was, and who He
represented.

But there is also none greater than Jesus because of bow He lived. His “
character was tested every moment of His ministry on earth. The critics rushed
upon Him as awhite capped rapid laps its angry billows upon aboulder. But Jesus,
like the boulder, stood firmly after all attacks were over. Every effort was made to —
find only one flaw in Him, but only righteousness was present. Therefore, we can
say that never aman lived, spoke, and died like this One called Jesus.

Quoting: “I am far within the mark when Isay that edl the armies that ever marched,
and all the navies that ever were built, and all the parliaments that ever sat, and all
the kings that ever reigned, put together, have not affected the life of man upon this
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earth as powerfully as has that one solitary' life—the life of Christ.” —Phillips
B r o o k s .

—Mark 14:4 And there were some [His disciples, Mt. 26:8] who had indigna¬
tion [specifically Judas who would betray Him, John 12:4] within themselves,
and said, “why was the ointment thus wasted?” [why this waste?].

”Mark 14:5 For it [the ointment] might have been sold for more than three
hundred denarii, [considered one year’s wages, John 12:5] and given to the

[Judas had no concern for the poor, he was athief, had the money bag, andp o o r
had used it for himself, John 12:6:13:29]. And they murmured against her.'

A. Do many today still criticize good works?

It is reasonable to assume that the answer to this question is yes? This
conclusion is based on the fact that even Jesus was criticized for all the good
works that He did. When He performed miracles that could not be denied, there

those who still found fault. Even when Jesus healed ademon-possessed.w e r e

blind and mute man, the Pharisees said, "TTiis fellow does not cast out demons
except by Beelzebub, the ruler of the demons” (Ml. 12:24). It is also said about
Jesus that He “went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the
devil, for God was with Him, ”but they still criticized.

Yes, criticism is still done today. Now, why do many criticize good
works? It may be because they did not begin the work, because they are not
involved in it, jealousy, and ahost of other things. But for whatever reason the
good works are criticized, it can be very painful to those who are receiving it.

B. Discuss the best ways to deal with critics.

It is first important to weigh what the critic is saying to determine if the
criticism is constructive or destructive. When we find that w'e are wrong, then
learn from the criticism and make every effort to change. However, when it is
decided that the criticism is destructive in nature and coming from one who has
the wrong motives, we should try to ignore it and continue doing what is right.

Sometimes we feel the need to practice the “eye for an eye” principle
such critics. So we come down to their level and get involved in saying things

that are wrong and sinful. This is not the Lord’s way. Jesus is our perfect example
of dealing with unjust criticism. He first listened to the critic, responded sin¬
cerely with the truth, and then continued His good works. On various occasions,
Jesus spent the night in prayer. We are not told what he prayed during these all

o n
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night prayer sessions, but He must have talked to His Father about die unjust crit¬
ics who made their attacks on Him dmly.

Mark 14;6 And Jesus said, [He knew what they were saying] “Let her alone;
why do you trouble her? She has done agood work on Me.”

A. Name some good works today for Jesus.

Getting involved in good works for Jesus is not optional if we want to
show our love for Him and do the Father’s wilt. As ageneral rule, the good works
of Jesus involve three major things; (1) Showing Jesus to others by the life we live,
(2) Sharing His saving message, and (3) Showing concern for the needy. Let’s
consider briefly the importance of each of these. ~

(1) Showing Jesus to others by the life we live.

Showing Jesus to others by the life we live may at first seem like the
easiest one. However, this involves everything we do in life. Showing Jesus in our
lives is not an occasional incident, but it is our whole life. It reaches out to the way
we think, the way we talk, the way we walk, and the way we serve. It involves the “
wav we act with our families behind closed doors, as well as when the whole
world is seeing us. Our lights for Jesus must never go out! Remember, all the other
good works that we do for others are predicated by the way we show Jesus in our —
l i v e s .

(2) Sharing His saving message.

At this point, some say, “This one does not apply to me. Tmnot qualified
to be apreacher or teacher.” For some reason, when we think of sharing the mes¬
sage of the gospel, we think only of preachers and teachers. It is true that these
must be out front with the message, but there is something that all can do. We need
to program our minds to seek EVERY opportunity to share Jesus. It may be in a
simple conversation, aphone call, the giving and sending of agospel tract, the
writing of anote, or ministering in the name of Jesus when someone is in need.
Our daily aim as aChristian should be to show Jesus in some way to others.

(3) Showing concern for the needy.

What comes to your mind when you think of the needy? Do you think of
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someone who is extremely poor and needs assistance? Do you think of someone
who needs food and clothing from the Benevolent Room? Well, these are often
legitimate needs. But if this is the only ones who come to your mind, then your
concept for the needy is limited. There are those who have all their physical needs
amply supplied, but are still in need. For you see, this life is filled with so much
pain, disappointments, rejections, and loneliness. Therefore, there are those in
need on every hand. As aChristian, reach out and touch those who have special
needs.

Give some time to those who are lonely in aNui-sing Home, confined to
ahospital room, or perhaps sick and lonely at home. There are always those who
have lost their mates either by death or divorce. They need the concern of those in
Christ who really care. Sometimes, ashort visit and adish of food will make all
the difference. Remember, when you are involved in good works for others, you
are doing these works for Jesus.

B. Are most Christians like Mary, or like these complain-
e r s ?

If we answer this question in all honesty, we must admit that the com-
plainers out number the ones like Mary. However, Mary did not stop her good
works just because some objected. Jesus let Mary, these complainers, and all
generations to come, know that she had not wasted this oil of spikenard.

What was the secret of Marys’s success? Jesus said, “She has done what
she could” (Mk. 14:8). The love that she had for Jesus led her to do the best she
could. Jesus announced the power of her act of love and service. “She has come
beforehand to anoint My body for burial. Assuredly, Isay to you, wherever this
gospel is preached throughout the whole world, what this woman did will also be
spoken of as amemorial to her" (Mk. 14:8,9).

When we do what we can to help those in need, it is like dropping a
pebble in astream of water. There is produced small circles of waves that move
far out into the water. Many of our deeds of sendee will continue to circle from
our lives even after we are gone from this earth.

We need to get on the team with Mary, and do what we can rather than
complain!

C. After good works are studied, should they be done?

Certainly, we know the answer to this question. For we have been taught
many times the importance of putting into practice what we hear and what we
study. James wrote, “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving
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‘If abrother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, and one ofyourselves,
you says to them, ‘Depart in peace, be warmed and filled, ’but you do not give
them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit?” (James 1.●22;
2:15,16).

Jesus taught that only those who DO the will of the Father will enter the
kingdom of heaven, and to fail to DO what He taught is compared to afoolish man
who lost his house because he built it upon the sand (Mt. 7:21,24-27).

John S; 17 But Jesus answered them, [defends His healing aman and doing good
works on the Sabbath] “My Father has been working until now, and Itoo am
working” [the work that Jesus did represented the work of His Father],

A. How long should Christians work? (1 Cor. 15:58).

The Bible teaches as long as we live upon this earth, but so many seem to
think otherwise. There are those who are faithful for awhile in their service, and
then become tired of working. At this point, they seem to say, “I’ve done my part,
now let someone else take over,” This false conclusion cannot be found in God’s
w o r d .

Others seem to think that one can retire from working as aChristian just
as they retire from secular work. Thus, at acertain age, they refuse to teach, keep ●
the nursery', prepare food for the sick and bereaved, or any other good work for
Jesus. The attitude seems to be, “I have earned the right to just coast on into heaven.”
This false premise is denied in the Bible. _

Now it is true that due to age and health we are not able to accomplish as
much for the Lord as we did when younger. But this does not mean that we cannot
accomplish something. The time comes that we cannot accomplish as much at
home in keeping things going in,side and out. But do we just quit? No, we continue”
on at the pace our bodies will allow. It may require acertain amount of sacrifice,
but we continue on.

Doesn’t the Lord deserve this, and much more? Since He gave His all for .
us, is it asking too much to serve Him as long as there is breath and life? Paul
encouraged: “And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we
shall reap if we do not lose heart. ”“But as for you, brethren, do not grow weary in
doing good” (Gal. 6:9; 2Thes. 3:13).

Even though there are many difficulties to face in service to Jeijus as we
get older, there are also some advantages. It should be atime in our lives when our
children are adults and have their own families. We may not be required to punch ■“
atime clock daily as we did before retirement Although our lives may be filled
with many things, if we really want to, we can make time for the Lord.
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Always keep in mind, remaining as faithful servants to Jesus to end of
your life is your greatest investment. And there is nothing that you can do that is
more profitable. Paul sums up this point in this way; “Therefore, my beloved
brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,
knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord" (1 Cor. 15:58).

B. What is meant by ‘^ork out your own salvation?*' (Phil. 2:12).

Because salvation is by grace through faith (Eph. 2:8), some have con¬
cluded that works have nothing to do with salvation. However, this is not the
teaching of God’s truth. No, we can’t work and earn salvation, but we can work to
please God and show our love toward Him.

Even though the “water of life is free,” those who receive its benefits
must drink! “And let him who thirsts come. And whoever desires, let him take the
water of life freely ”(Rev. 22:17). Jesus taught, “But whoever drinks of the water
that 1shall give him will never thirst. But the water that 1shall give him will
become in him afountain of water springing up into everlasting life "(John 4:14).

Therefore, the good works that we do please God, and He is always
ready to extend the free gift of salvation to the faithful. It was Jesus who had John
to write to alocal church, “Be faithful until death, and 1will give you the crown of
life” (Rev. 2:10). There is an eternal blessing associated with Christians who
work out their own salvation with fear and trembling. The work is personal as
well as the reward. John writes, “Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from
now on. Yes, says the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors, and their works
follow them” (Rev. 14:13).

C. Should working for Jesus be adrudgery or apleasure?

This is avery important question, and the answer on the surface is easy.
Working for Jesus should be apleasure. However, there are those who have turned
it into adrudgery. Why does this happen? Perhaps there are many reasons for
this, but may we consider some of the most obvious reasons. Some do not find
any pleasure in serving Jesus because they have never genuinely repented. Jesus
taught, “Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross, and follow Me" (Mk. 8:34). Before we can fully come to Jesus, we must
change our hearts and lives. Once we have died to sin, we are then ready to be
buried and raised with Him in baptism (Rom. 6:1-4).

Others do not find pleasure in w'orking for Jesus because they are too
involved in physical things. Jesus and His church are secondary in their lives.
When this is true, all pleasure to be found in working for Him becomes adrudg-
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ery. Then we often see those who refuse to get involved, and do only what they are
pressured to do. Therefore, the work they do is done without having their hearts in
it. This kind of situation almost always takes all pleasure out of serving Jesus.

So, whether working for Jesus is adrudgery or pleasure depends on how
much we love Him, and on how much we are willing to invest our lives for Him.
The rich young ruler did not follow Jesus, because he would not place Jesus above
his riches (Mt. 19:22).

Example: There is astory of asmall boy who was seen going along the road with
his shoulders bent under the weight of ayounger child. Somebody commiserated
with him, and the small boy replied, “He’s nota heavy load; he’s my little brother.”
- W i l l i e W. W h i t e .

Titus 3:1 Remind them [those who are at Crete, Titus 1:5] to be subject to prin¬
cipalities [rulers, Rom. 13:1] and powers, [authorities] to obey magistrates, [gov¬
ernments, cf. 1Pet. 2:13] to be ready for every good work, [fruitful in every
work. Col. 1:10; complete in every good work, Heb. 13:21].

A. How does one prepare for every good work? In what ways
can Jesus use us?

Once we have decided to give Jesus first place in our lives, we begin
looking daily for ways to serve Him. We must begin by studying the word of God
to learn about the works that please God. The New Testament rings out with many “
examples of teaching, helping the needy, living like Jesus, and following in the
footsteps of Jesus. Once we have learned about the many good works that need to
be done, then we must plan our lives to get involved. _

Begin by determining the things that you can do best. Although we can
do some of many of the things taught, there is usually at least one good work that
we are more capable of doing. This is where we should place the greatest empha¬
sis. Remember Paul taught that the spiritual body of Christ is made up of many ™
members, “but all the members do not have the same function” (Rom. 12:4).

Therefore, be apart of all the good works that you can, but especially get
involved in the areas where you can serve at your best. When we serve according
to God’s will, we are allowing Jesus to use us as workers in His church.
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A C R O S S

2Abonus from working (2 Thes.
3:10)

5Should work for this with fear
and trembling (Phil, 2:12)

7Aspecial kind of work (2 Thes.
1:11)

8Atime to finish work (John 9:4)
9Aplace of work (Mt. 21:28)
11 Something associated with good

work (2 Thes. 2:17)
12 What will reveal one’s work

(1 Cor. 3:13)
13 One who was associated with

work (Phil. 2:30).

D O W N
1Instruments for work (1 Thes.

4:11)
3The one who joined Jesus in

work (John 5:17)
4The result of all things working

together (Rom. 8:28)
6What seeks aperfect work (Jas.

1:4)

10 How one responds to the work
(Jas. 1:25)

11 Something to do during the day
(John 9:4).



Jl Model of Patience
Lesson 4

i: "/ waited patiently for the LORD; and He inclined to me, and
heard my cry” (Ps. 40:1).

Expository Verses

Tames 1:2 My brethren, [Christian brothers and sisters regardless of race, Gal.
3:28] count [consider] it all joy [nothing but joy] when you fall into [meet sud¬
denly, Lk. 10:30] various [many types; manifold] temptations, [outward trials
and distresses which can lead to inward temptations].

A. How do we feel about trials in our lives?

Although we may admit that trials will come, and that they can even
serve to test our faith, as ageneral rule, we don’t want such in our lives. Now it is
true that trials can bring one of two results. We can allow them to MAKE us or
BREAK us. For James says that these trials that come into our lives represent the
testing of one’s faith.

If we fail this test of our faith, we will be led to evil temptations from
within the heart. This is when the devil takes over and tempts us to do evil. God
does not have any part in this kind of temptation. Yes, God allows trials to come
into our lives to test our faith, but when we fail this test, and turn our hearts to lust.
He has no part of this.

James writes further: “Let no one say when he is tempted, ‘lam tempted
by God,’ for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone.
But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed”
(James 1:13,14).

But what is the good that comes from trials that test our faith? James says
that these trials produce patience. As each trial passes, we are made stronger to
endure the next one. Our perseverance is made strong for the Lxrrd. This is why
James wrote, “My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various tempta¬
tions" (Jos. 1:2).

B. Do we allow such trials to tempt us to do evil?

This is the real test in our lives. All can be assured that trials will come.
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They even came into the life of Jesus. But we must ask, how will Ihandle these
trials? Will they weaken my faith and cause me to be tempted to do evil?

The attack of sin in our lives is often agradual process. We begin to give
in to our desires and this becomes an enticement. James carries this further, “Then,
when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown,
brings forth death” (James 1:15).

Thus, it is so very important that we keep our faith strong when trials
come into our lives. And it is also essential that we stay strong enough in faith to
say no when the devil tempts us with evil desires. We must never allow our trials
to tempt us to do evil, but allow them to produce patience in our lives.

C. Can we meet temptations like Jesus (Mt. 4:1-11)?

We can never reach the same peifection that Jesus had when He was
tempted, for He was “in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin" (Heb.
4:15). But we can seek to follow His example, and to use the same weapon that
He used against Satan.

Jesus faced the devil with the right attitude toward God. He came to
earth, not to do His own will, but the will of His Father (John 6:38). Even at the
age of Uvelve, Jesus was about His Father’s business (Uc. 2:49). Therefore, Jesus
did not allow Satan to get Him off course. Jesus faced each temptation with the
word of God. Each time the devil tempted, Jesus said, “It is written. ”He quoted
(Dent. 8:3; 6:16; 10:20).

As we go through life as Christians, we must never face the temptations
of the devil without the “sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God” (Eph.
6:17). If we lay down this sword, we will fail! When we follow Jesus’ example
with the devil, God will help us escape his temptations. Paul promised this; “But
God is faithfid, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able,
but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to
bear it” (1 Cor. 10:13).

Quoting: ‘The gem cannot be polished without friction, nor man perfected with¬
out t r ia ls” . —Chinese Proverb.

“I thank God for my handicaps, for through them, Ihave found myself, my
work and my God.” —Helen Keller.

“As threshing separates the wheat from the chaff, so does affliction purify vir¬
tue. ” —Richard E. Bur ton.

■Tames 1:3 knowing this, that the trying [testing or proving] of your faith [con¬
viction or belief in God] works [produces] patience [endurance or perseverance.
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Rom. 5:3-5].

A. Are we running with endurance? (Heb. 12:1),

The inspired writer in this reference describes the Christian life as an
important race. The goal of every runner is to win the race, and this can be done
only if certain rules are followed. The first one is to run with endurance. This is not__
easy, because there are so many things to resist. We must successfully face the
opposition of the devil. Be assured that he will do all in his power to tempt us not
to endure to the end.

All of us know both men and women in congregations who have stopped “
running. They would not handle the trials and tribulations that come when running
for Jesus. They ran out of patience and quit.

We can imagine tears running down Paul’s cheeks as he wrote, "For «
Demos has forsaken me, having loved this present world... ’’ (2 Tim. 4:10). Paul is
saying that he has not endured the race. Do you know afriend or loved one who
brings tears to your eyes because they have not endured?

Yes, all runners have times when the running gets so rough that we are
tempted to quit. But we must never! We must always run with endurance the race
that is set before us, and God will see to it that we win.

B. What are the weights that must be laid aside?

In short, the weights are those sins which so easily ensnare us. These
hold us back and keep us from running the race successfully for the Lord.

As aboy, Ican recall having races with other boys. We would be walking
along, and someone would say, “I’ll race you to that tree” or to some other desig¬
nated place. This was always achallenge that had to be met. However, there were
times when Iwas not prepared to run. For example, Iwould lose when both of my
front pockets were full of marbles. The weight of these marbles, plus concern in
trying to keep from lasing them, would hold me back. This is the way that sin
works in our lives, and these weights of sin must be laid aside.

What are some of these sins?

(1) The cares of the world.

The world has all kinds of things to offer us. Some of the things offered
may not be sinful, but most of them are. However, when all of these are placed
together, they can fill our lives with fleshly and sinful things. These can fill our
lives and hold us back from running in this eternal race. Have you ever placed the
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activities of your life on the balancing scales? Try this! On one side, place all the
physical things that you are involved in daily in your life. On the other side, place
the spiritual. Now, which side of the scales goes down?

" In the Parable of the Sower, Jesus compared the cares of the world to
thorns that choked out the plant from producing fruit (Mk. 4:19). This will do the
same to our lives, and will keep us from winning in God’s race.

(2) Procrastination.

Another weight that needs to be laid aside is procrastination. It is won¬
dered, how many have been stopped from running successfully in the Christian
race because of “putting off’ sendng God. We would not dare announce that we
have quit serving, but rather, we just say that we have things on hold. When we
are not so busy, we will resume the race.

When we fail to put off procrastination, the devil has us where he wants
us. For he knows that putting off becomes ahabit that in most cases is never
broken. Therefore, it becomes easy to travel the road to hell that is paved with
good intentions. When we have a“tomorrow” religion, we will soon learn that
tomorrow never comes. Thus, procrastination is awei ght that should be laid aside.

(3) An evil tongue.

This is aweight that holds many back from successfully running the
Christian race. The tongue, in and of itself, is not evil. It is when the tongue is
allowed to speak evil that it becomes destructive. When this happens, “It is an
unruly evil, full of deadly poison” (James 3:8).

The tongue can keep us from running successfully in the race because it
is capable of speaking both ablessing and acurse. “With it we bless our God and
Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in the similitude of God”
(James 3:9). Therefore, it important to keep abridle on our tongues at all times if
we hope to win the race.

(4) Selfishness.

It is wondered just how many people are kept from running the race for
Jesus because of selfishness. Those who begin the Christian race, do so by laying
aside selfishness and denying self (Mk. 8:34). It is also true that those who run in
this race must continue to lay aside the weight of selfishness.

Jesus gave the perfect example of unselfishness, and one of our greatest
challenges is to follow His example. This is not easy to do, but it is essential to
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running asuccessful race. Remember, the Lord will help us when we study His
word, and daily seek His help in prayer.

(5) Hatred and Jealousy.

Many are having difficulties with running in God’s race because they are
carrying in their hearts hatred and jealousy. As we go through life, there are often_
those who do us wrong, and it becomes easy to hate them. Without any effort made
to correct such sins, these sins continue to grow and to hold us back. We must lay
these aside to properly run in the race for Jesus.

When Paul gave alist of the works of the flesh to the Galatians that “
would keep one from entering the kingdom of God, he included these two. “...idola¬
try, sorcery, HATRED, contentions, JEALOUSIES...” (Gal. 5:20).

These five things (along with others) are weights that will hold us back, «
and must be laid aside if we are going to be successful in running the race to win
the crown of life (Rev. 2:10).

C. Discuss how Timothy was asked to pursue patience
(1 rim. 6:11).

After Paul showed Timothy the dangers and pitfalls of loving money, he —
called upon him to flee such things. As he ran from the evils that come from loving
money, he was commanded to pursue certain things that are right before God.
They were: “Righteousness, godliness, faith, love, PATIENCE, gentleness. ”_

Paul knew that living the Christian life can have its difficulties and temp¬
tations. Therefore, Christians were called upon to bear persecutions and rejections
on every hand. There was truly aneed to develop patience even to the point of
suffering long. God rewards those who learn to persevere to the end. The quitter is“
in danger of reaching the point of no return, and thus of being lost (Heb. 6:4-6).

Just as Timothy needed to pursue patience, we need to do the same in our
lives today. When we keep our eyes and hearts on the goal of eternal life, we can—
learn to patiently deal with all the things that come into our lives to try our pa¬
tience. When Peter gave the various graces that need to be added to one’s faith, he
included patience or perseverance (2 Pet. 1:6). We must also add patience, along _
with all the others, to our lives today.

D. How patient are we with others who try us?

This needs to be asoul searching question for each of us. Therefore, take
amoment and ponder in your heart just how patient you are with others. Probably
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each of you will find two factors that are present: (1) It depends on who they are.
(2) And how they trouble us.

(1) It depends on who they are.

Yes, how patient we are with others begins with who they are. Some¬
times we are less patient with the ones we love most. When we live around amate
or children daily, our patience may easily wear thin. Some people seem to be
more patient and kind to strangers than to their own loved ones. This is some¬
thing that we must work at daily.

Sometimes we are more patient with friends than with others. Love for
afriend can cause us to bear with them and even suffer long. However, when
others try us in the same way, we may run out of patience.

(2) And how they trouble us.

Difficulties w'ith others has away of building up. As they try our pa¬
tience, they may even reach the point of stirring up envy, jealousy, and even
hatred. When this happens, we will likely lose all patience with them.

Now, Christianity endeavors to overcome all such difficulties that at¬
tack our patience. The more we learn about Jesus and follow His example, the
more patient we will become toward others.

lames 1:4 But let patience [steadfast endurance or perseverance, 1Cor. 15:58]
have its perfect work, [full effect or results] that you may be perfect and com¬
plete, [mature] lacking nothing [2 Tim. 3:16,17].

A. Can we with patience suffer long?

The answer to this question is yes. In fact, most of the time in the New
Testament, patience is associated with longsuffering. Being patient means more
than just to wait, but it means to wait even if one is called upon to suffer. This is
the strongest test of all. When one learns patience with longsuffering, he or she
has matured as aChristian. ' ^

For example, if you meet aDoctor’s appointment and wait one hour
without pain, it is easier to do than if you wait the same hour in pain. So, our
patience is fully tried when we face suffering.

Obviously, to be able to have patience and to suffer long is adaily chal¬
lenge,, because God is longsuffering with us 2:4). And this should be one
of our goals as ̂ e strive foFChristian maturity. In fact, one of the things men-
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tioned by Paul as being the fruit of the Spirit is longsuffering {Gal. 5:22). When“
■^'e answered the call of the gospel, we were, among other things, called to be
longsuffering. Paul beseeched the brethren at Ephesus “to have awalk worthy of
the calling with which you were called, with all lowliness and gentleness, with
LONGSUFFERING, bearing with one another in love” (Evh. 4:1.2).

Yes, we can have the kind of patience that suffers long if we will make
every effort to follow God’s will for our lives daily.

b

B. Does prayer help us persevere? (Rom. 12:12).

The apostle Paul taught that prayer is apart of perseverance. “Rejoicing
in hope, patient [persevering] in tribulation, continuing steadfastly IN PRAYER”
(Rom. 12:12). The following of God’s will that is mentioned above certainly in¬
cludes prayer.

To hold on faithfully when there is suffering, is beyond our own strength,
and the only way we can do it is with the help of God. No, God does not respond
with adirect miracle, but He knows how to help. When we seek His Help, we can __
say, “He knows just what Ineed.” This is why Paul commanded, “Be anxious for
nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your
requests be made known to God" (Phil. 4:6).

All other sources of help is fleshly and will let us down, but God is spiri- “
tual and all powerful, and is able to help. Do you want to keep going when the
going gets rough? Then cdl upon God through prayer to help! The word of God
promises: “Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace that we may obtain—
mercy and find grace TO HELP IN TIME OF NEED” (Heb. 4:16).

Therefore, when we feel that we cannot persevere any longer, call upon
God in prayer. Remember, “The Lord is my helper; Iwill not fear, what can man ̂
do to me?” (Heb. 13:6).

C. In the Christian graces, why did Peter say to add,
to self-control perseverance?” (2 Pet. 1:6)

The Christian graces represent the spiritual characteristics that must be
present for one to have astrong faith. Doesn’t it seem reasonable that before we “
can persevere we must have ourselves under control. Those who cannot practice
self-control will lose their tempers, speak evil words, and commit sinful acts against
others. This in turn will destroy their patience and perseverance. »

These various Christian traits bond together to form spiritual character
and strength for the Lord. And in Peter’s words, we must give “all diligence” to
add them to our faith.
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D. Are most Christians complete or mature?

The answer to this question may at first seem like judging others. How¬
ever, the answer should be based on the actions that we see in others. For maturity
is something that can be seen when it is present in othere. Thus, honesty leads us
to say that many have not matured as they should.

Who is to blame when maturity is not present? Well, it must begin with
each individual seeking it For example, the Christian graces Just considered were
to be added by each Christian. The admonition of Peter is, “giving all diligence,
add to your faith... ”(2 Pet. 1:6). Peter concludes this list by writing, “For he who
lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he
was purged from his old sins" fv5.9). So maturity begins with each individual.

However, don’t forget that others can help in our maturity. We can en¬
courage each other, allow others to teach us, and seek to associate with those who
can help us mature for the Lord. As Christians, we should never stop seeking
spiritual maturity in our lives.

tames 5:11 Behold, [look or take notice] we count them [the prophets and oth¬
ers] happy [blessed] who endure [persecutions. Mt. 5:11,12]. You have heard
of the patience [endurance] of Job [he suffered every aspect of human suffering,
but remained steadfast. Job 1:21; 2:10; 13:15] and have seen the end [outcome]
of the Lord [His dealings—after Job was tried, God gave him more than before
his trials. Job 42:12] that the Lord is very compassionate, and [full] of tender
mercy [He is full of compassion and merciful, Mt. 5:7].

A. In regard to patience, how do you compare to Job?

Most of us have studied Job and the things that happened to him to try
his patience. We know that one by one he lost everything except his life, but he
still patiently persevered. He said, “Naked Icame from my mother’s womb, and
naked shall 1return there. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed
be the name of the Lord" (Job 1:21 j. It was said of Job, “In all this Job did not sin
nor charge God with wrong” (Job 1:22).

Therefore, the book of Job sets forth aman who became an example of
patience, tmd God rewarded him. Jtunes wrote:
who endure. You have heard of the perseverance of Job and seen the end intended
by the Lord-that the Lord is very compassionate and merciful” (James 5:11).

Job had lost so much, but by patience and perseverance, “the Lord blessed

Indeed we count them blessed
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the latter days of Job more than his beginning” (Job 42:12). Job was given large
herds along with seven sons and three daughters, and he saw his children and
grandchildren for four generations (Job 42:13,16).

Therefore, we need to compare our patience to Job, and work daily to
improve as we faithfully serve God.

B. How does one develop patience?

The first thing to observe from this question is that patience and persever¬
ance do not come easy. There must be effort on our part if such is developed. In
fact, developing patience is one of the things needed to reach our goals for happi¬
n e s s ,

development of patience begins with recognizing that it is something of impor¬
tance that we must do. The next step is to deal properly with each time we are
tested.

For we know that the quitter never wins, and the winner never quits. So the

Job’s trials came to him one by one. His loss of wealth, children, and
respect from wife and friends, did not happen all at once. However, as each trag¬
edy came. Job faced it. He won the war by facing and winning the daily battles.

Then it is important to keep in mind that the Lx>rd wants us to add pa¬
tience and perseverance to our lives (2 Pet. 1:6), and to do so has an effect on all
other areas of life. Thus, our efforts to develop patience and endurance can be
summed up by prayer, Bible study, setting goals, and doing our best as we face
each trial.

C. Discuss how the lack of patience can be harmful.

It is true that God does not give all blessings at the moment, because
of His blessings come after endurance. We have learned how bountifully Job

blessed, but this came after he had patiently endured his suffering. Isn’t this
the theme of the New Testament, that those who faithfully endure will receive the

of life? (1 Cor. 15:58; Gal. 6:9; Rev. 2:10). The eternal blessings are prom- —
ised after the storms of life stop raging!

The book of Revelation presents the full attack of the devil on Christians,
and how they are subjected to the cruel persecutions of Rome. But the same book
speaks of victory in Jesus the Lamb, to those who endure.

Therefore, we can see that alack of patience and endurance can take
away our hope of eternal life. Those who do not have patience, may even turn back__
into the world to be lost forever. Demas is an example of one who lost because he
did not endure. At first he is spoken of as one who was with Paul (Col. 4:14), but
Demas quit. “For Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present world..." (2

s o m e

w a s

c r o w n
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Tim. 4:10). He allowed the love of the world to keep him from fmthfully endur¬
ing, and we have no record that he ever repented.

We can conclude, then, that failing to develop patience is very harmful,
even to the losing of our souls.

Example: The fable is told of aman who wanted the beans in his garden to grow
faster than his neighbor’s. Therefore, each day he stretched the leaves. To his
surprise, all of his beans died!

1Thes. 5:14 Now we exhort [encourage] you, brethren, warn those who are
unruly, [insubordinate or idle, 2Thes. 3:6,7,11] comfort the fainthearted, [those
who are timid and discouraged, cf. Heb. 12:12] help [uphold] the weak, be pa¬
tient toward [with] ail men [everybody. Gal. 5:22,23].

A. With whom is it easiest to be patient?

As ageneral rule, it is easier to be patient with the people we love,
because Paul writes that, “Love suffers long and is kind” {1 Cor. 13:4). Now, it is
true, that within our closest family members, there may be alack of patience with
the ones we love so dearly. This often happens because we are together so often,
and there are daily conflicts. However, this may be only asurface response. For
when the time comes, in many important ways, we can be patient and persevere
even to the point of forgiving our family members of serious wrongs.

It is also easier to forgive those who are patient with us. Why? Because
we can see in their patience such things as, love, kindness, and forgiveness, and
this can produce apatient attitude in our hearts.

As Christians, we are to work daily at being patient with our brothers
and sisters in Christ. In fact, this is one of the ways that we express brotherly
love. Paul called upon the Ephesian Christians to w’alk “with all lowliness and
gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love” (Eph. 4:2).
This can be apart of our lives only if we love Jesus enough to make this apart of
our surrendered l i fe as aChristian.

B. With whom is it hardest to be patient?

Probably it is hardest to be patient with the ones w'e do not love. We
often determine our likes and dislikes by observing personalities. Once we form
an opinion about someone based on their attitude and the way they act, this can
determine our patience toward them. Have you ever said about someone, “I love
them as aChristian, but Ican’t stand the way they act?” It would no doubt be
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more difficult to be patient with such aperson. “
Then it is very hard to persevere with one who thinks that he or she knows

it all, and refuses to see another side of the issue. The haughty spirit may turn us
off to the point that we do not want to be patient with them. —

But, may we consider how that those with whom it is hardest to be pa¬
tient, may need our patience more than any other. Their rebellion may be acry for
attention, to be loved and accepted, and aneed for Christian growth. _

How many times in the ministry' of Jesus do we see Him being patient
with those who did not deserve it? Day after day He made an effort to answer the
Scribes, Pharisees and Sadducees, who had no intentions of following Jesus. Our
Lord patiently worked His way through His ministry to Calvary where He gave “
His life aransom for all {Mk. 10:45). Shouldn’t we try harder to be patient with the
difficult ones we encounter in l i fe?

C. Discuss how we are made stronger by developing patience?

We are made stronger than any of us can imagine, because ersevering ̂
under difficult circumstances can give us strength. When Peter gave the Christian
graces for spiritual growth and finit bearing, he included perseverance. After list¬
ing all of these important traits for Christians, he concluded, "For if these things
are yours attd abound, you will be neither barren mr unfruitful in the knowledge “*
of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Pet. 1:8).

All of us know that there are times when we need others to be patient
with us. This need begins with God and includes our physical and spiritual family. ●
Now, how can we expect others to be patient with us if we are not patient with
them? The Golden Rule of Jesus expects us to be as patient with others as we want
them to be to us (Mt. 7:12). Therefore, we must develop patience even toward
those who are not loveable. Paul taught: “Bear one another's burdens, and so
fulfill the law of Christ” (Gal. 6:2).

Thus, being patient under trying situations will make us stronger as
servants of Jesus. For as we offer the gift of patience toward others, we receive "
the greatest gift of all.

D. How will those with faith and patience inherit the promises?
(Heb. 6:12).

This is the message of the Hebrew writer in Hebrews 6! He reminds them
that God is not unjust to forget their work and labor of love shown toward His
name as they continue to minister to the saints. Then he warned them, “that you do
not become sluggish, but imitate those who through faith and patience inherit the
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”” promise" (Heh. 6:12).
In both the Old and New Testaments, the message is clear that only

those who patiently remain faithful to the end are winners with God. Whether we
thinking about enduring and being patient with others, or patiently enduring

as Christians, we are promised areward.
Paul makes this future promise to the churches of Galatia; "And let us

grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not
lose heart" (Gal. 6:9).

a r e

n o t

Quoting: “Strength is bom in the deep silence of long-suffering hearts; not
”” amid joy.” —Felicia Hemans

“The two powers which in my opinion amstitute awise man are those of
“bearing and forbearing.” —Epictetus

A. What is the message of (Romans 2:6,7)?

Paul wanted his readers to know about the righteous judgment of God.
It seems that His judgment will be twofold. The unrighteous will be punished
fvsj. 8,9), but to the righteous. He "will render to each one according to his

“deeds, eternal life to those who by patient continuance in doing good seek for
glory, honor, and immorality" (vss. 6,7).

The key mentioned by Paul to receive the eternal reward is PATIENT
—CONTINUANCE. To be awinner with God, we must with faith and patience

finish the race. When Paul came to the end of his life, he could say, "There is a
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me

_ that Day." Why? Because he had fought agood fight, he had kept the faith, and
he had finished the race, (2 Tim. 4:7).

Therefore, each of us should resolve from this moment until the end of
our lives that we will patiently continue faithfully to the God of eternal life!

B. Can we gain eternal life without patient continuance?

— There are those who believe that since God is ajust God that they will
be saved even if they are not faithful to him. Some religions go so far as to teach
that “once in grace, always in grace,” and that “it is impossible to fall from grace.

_ This is taught in the face of many Scriptures that teach that this is not true. Chris-
” tians are warned throughout the New Testament of the dangers of falling and

being lost (Heb. 12:5; 1Cor. 9:27; 10:12; Gal. 5:4; 14:1-3; 2Tim. 3:1-7; 4.T0;
2Pet. 1:10; 2:4,20,22).

o n
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But before we get too hard on those who teach this false doctrine, we
should be reminded that among those who teach that one can fall away and be
eternally lost, there are those who live as though they can’t fall. Even though they
are not patiently continuing in faithfulness, they seem to think that when they die,
all will be well with them.

No, we are not to sit in judgment on anyone. However, we would be less
than honest to say that they will be saved in their impenitent, fallen condition
when the Bible declares that they are lost. Yes, God is ajust God, and that is one of
the reasons why He will reward the faithful and reject the unfaithful. Thus, those
who gain eternal life through Jesus will do so by patient continuance until death
(Rev. 2:10).

C. To what point did Jesus continue faithfully? (Phil. 2:8).

From the moment that Jesus left His Father to be clothed in human flesh.
He was faithful. He never allowed anyone or anything to affect His faithfulness to
God His Father. He loved his mother, but she, or anyone else, could not stop Him
from being about His Father’s business (Lk. 2:49).

The ultimate test of the faithfulness of Jesus came when the shadow of
the cross laid in darkness across the Garden of Gethsemane. It was here that Jesus
needed to win the battle. At this hour, human flesh failed Him. Even His close
friends, Peter, James, and John would not w'atch with Him one hour (Mt. 26:40).
But in pain, agony, loneliness, and sweat like great drops of blood falling down to
the ground. He won the battle through prayer (IJc. 22:44).

Once the battle in the garden had been won, Jesus faced His enemy with
confidence and faithfulness. The crowd was frightened when Jesus was arrested
“Then-when He said to them, Tam He, ’-they drew back and fell to the ground”
(John 18:6). But Jesus faced everything it seems with calmness.

The talk that Jesus had with His Father seemed to help Him continue on
the road of obedience and faithfulness. Paul told the Philippian Christians to what
point Jesus was faithful. “And being found in appearance maman. He humbled
Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross”
(Phil. 2:8).
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AModel of Patience -Puzzle Four

D O W N
1What to pursue following faith

(1 Tim. 6:11)
2Something born with patience

(Lk, 8:15)
3What those with hope eagerly do

(Rom. 8:25)
5What to possess with patience

(Lk. 21:19)
6What Paul gloried in (Rom. 5:3)
8Something perfect sought by

patience (Jas. 1:4)
9Something added to patience

(2 Pet. 1:6)
13 What patience and Scriptures

bring (Rom. 15:4).

A C R O S S
4The right kind of faith (Titus 2:2)
5One who asked for patience (Mt.

18:26)
7Something to run with patience

(Heb. 12:1)
10 One waited patiently on (Ps. 40:1)
11 Aword associated with joy

(1 Thes. 2:20)
12 “Strengthened with all— ”(CoL

1:11)
14 Theones with whom to be patient

(1 Thes. 5:14)
15 What patience brings (Rom. 5:4

K J V )
16 How Paul identified himself

(2 Cor. 6:4).
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L e s s o n 5

‘i ‘Tor all the law is fiiffUled in one word, even in this: ‘You
shall love your neighbor as yourself’ ”(GaL 5:14).

Expository Verses

Luke 10;3< Now which of these three, [priest, Levite, Samaritan] do you think
was neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?” [the answer should be obvi¬
ous to him].

Luke 10;37 And he said, “He who showed mercy on him” [he answered cor¬
rectly, but refused to say, ‘the Samaritan’]. Then Jesus said to him, “You go and
do likewise” [when truth from Jesus is learned, it must be obeyed to be pleasing to
H im ] .

A. Review the parable of the Good Samaritan (Lk. 10:25-37).

Acertain lawyer or expert in the law asked Jesus avery important ques¬
tion. "And who is my neighbor? ”(vv. 29). Instead of giving adry and dull defini¬
tion, Jesus told him astoiy, the story of the Good Samaritan. Jesus spoke of a
certain man who went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and was suddenly attacked
by thieves who robbed him and left him half dead. After apriest and Levite saw
him and passed him by, aSamaritan came along and showed compassion to him.
He bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine, set him on his own animal,
brought him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day when he left him, he told
the inn-keeper to take care of him, and if he owed him more, he would repay it
when he returned.

This was Jesus’ idea of one who was agood neighbor, and even the law¬
yer agreed with Jesus. It was the one who showed concern and compassion for
others. The principle is true if the person lives next door or is astranger many
miles away.

B. Which character in the Good Samaritan parable would you
consider yourself?

This is an important question because Jesus wants the lessons from this
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parable applied to those who study it. It is so easy to be like the priest and Levite
who saw the man in need, but passed by on the other side. If these two men had
been interviewed, they would have probably made an effort to justify their ac-

“tions. Perhaps they were late for an appointment, they were already involved in
doing God’s work, they could not be defiled by touching such aperson, or they
were not physicians.

_ As Christians, we should daily seek ways to help others who are in need.
This is not only one of the ways to please Jesus, but it also opens doors to teach
the gospel to many who are lost in sin. Remember, Christianity is aCARING and
SHARING religion. We cannot faithfully follow Jesus and walk in His steps with¬
out showing concern for our neighbors.

Quoting: “In this world it is not what we take up, but what we give up, that
makes us r ich. ” —H.W. Beecher.

“Do not wait for extraordinary circumstances to do good actions: try to use ordi¬
nary situations.” —Richter.

Rom. 13:10 Love [Greek: agape] works [does] no ill to aneighbor; [love ap¬
plies what is often called the golden rule, Mt. 7:12; Lk. 6:31] therefore love
[Greek: agape] is the fulfillment of the law [all the commandments mentioned
in vs. 9, when broken, are against another person—therefore love will motivate
one to avoid such harm to others—love is the fulfilling of the law in resjjecting
one’s neighbor].

A. Discuss how the sins forbidden in (Rom. 13:9) can harm one’s
neighbor.

The sins mentioned in this verse are adultery, murder, stealing, bearing
false witness, coveting, and any other related sin. Obviously these are sins against
others. When one analyzes the ten commandments given to Moses and the people
of Israel, it becomes obvious that they are divided into two major categories. The
first four instructed Israel how to please God, and the other six how to act toward
o t h e r s .

Thus, they were to honor their father and mother, they were not to com¬
mit murder or adultery, they were not to steal, bear false witness against their
neighbors, nor to covet their neighbor’s house (Ex. 20:1-17). These last six com¬
mandments are harmful to others and were forbidden. Under the law of Christ,
these same sins are forbidden. However, they are forbidden, not just by refusing
to do them, but by loving our neighbors as we love ourselves.

As ageneral rule, we do not wish to harm ourselves, and those who do
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are considered mentally ill. "For no one ever hated his own Jiesh, but nourishes
and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church" (Eph. 5:29). What is the key
then to treating our neighbors right? Paul gives it in the above verse. Klso, “Love
works no ill to aneighbor” (Rom. 13:10).

B, How are all commandments summed up in loving your neighbor
as yourself?

The kind of love mentioned here is agape love, alove that considers the
needs of the one loved. When such love is present, we avoid sinning against our
neighbors for tw'o reasons. First, because it is forbidden, but even more impor¬
tantly, because we do not want to harm them. We WANT to do good to them!
Anything other than showing kindness and compassion is contrary to love.

But what if our neighbors are not loveable, unfriendly, and unkind? Does
this relieve us of the responsibility to show love toward them? Hease notice, that
we are not commanded to love their sinful or unkind ways. Even God hates the
sins committed by the ones He loves. But it means that we love them as aneighbor
by being kind to them and by helping them in their time of need.

Paul does not quote, “You shall love your GOOD neighbor as yourself,”
but simply says, “neighbor.” This would include aneighbor who is either good or
bad. But you might ask, “How can this be done?” The only way it can be done is
by doing what Paul commanded the Colossians. "But above all these things put on
love, which is the bond of perfection” (Col. 3:14).

C. Is it possible to love our neighbor this way?

There is astanding rule in the Bible that God will not command His
children to do anything that is impossible for them to do. Not only are we com¬
manded to love our neighbor as ourself, but Jesus showed by His life that it can be
done. This is not to say that we can begin obeying this in perfection like Jesus, but
it does mean that we make this our goal. That we strive daily to improve our love
and compassion toward aneighbor in need.

Showing this kind of concern doesn’t seem to come easy or even natural
for many. However, we can develop these special feelings because God commands
them. Then in time, they will become apart of our daily lives. We must learn to put
those who are in need, in our minds and in our actions. There can be apersonal
satisfaction in knowing that we have helped someone in need, and have pleased
G o d .

It is not hard to imagine the Good Samaritan falling to sleep easily that
night, because he had shown compassion toward someone in need.
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D. Give some examples of how we can love our neighbors as
ourse lves as Jesus commanded.

Keep in mind that the context of this love is loving to the point of being
concerned about the needs or successes of our neighbors. We do not feel the same
way toward them as we do our families, our friends, or our brothers and sisters in
Christ. But we feel adeep desire to help and share with them.

Jesus was the only one who could meet the needs of the lost world,
therefore. His love reached out to help. It cost Him His life on the cross, but He
still reached out to serve and gave Himself aransom (Mt. 20:28).

The way we show love for our neighbors is to teach the lost at every
opportunity, to help feed the hungry, clothe the naked, visit the sick, and help in
any kind of need. This is the way that we show Jesus living in us.

Illustration: “The great violinist, Paganini, willed his marvelous violin to the
city of Genoa, on condition that it must never be played upon.

Wood, while used and handled, wears but slightly. Discarded, it begins
to decay. The lovely-toned violin has become worm-eaten and useless except as a
relic. It is only areminder that alife withdrawn from service to others becomes
quite useless.” —Church Newsletter.

A. How does this illustration apply to Christians?

As we have often heard, Christianity is areligion that is active. It is a
way of life that serves because Jesus served. In the words of asong, “Make me a
servant, do what You must do. To make me aservant, make me like You.” Now,
what happens when we do not serve, when we selfishly live only for ourselves?
We become like the unused violin. The unused instrument was sti l l called avio¬

lin, but it didn’t play. We may refer to ourselves as Christians, but we don’t serve.
When we set ourselves up as relics, we are like branches without fruit

(John 15:1-8), sheep that do not follow (John 10:4), afarmer who does not plant
and eat of his crops (2 Tim. 2:6), apriest who does not offer up spiritual sacrifices
(1 Pet. 2:5), and afather’s son who will not work in the vineyard (Mt. 21:30).

B. What is meant by the saying: “We lose what we don’t use?”

God has made our minds capable of learning, and this is done by study¬
ing and practicing. Through this process, we can learn an unlimited number of
skills in our lives. However, once these skills are learned, there is aneed to use
them or they will disappear.
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To illustrate; When Iwas in school, basketball was number one in my life. “
Almost every day Ipracticed, and reached the point where it seemed like nothing
to hit the basket from all angles on the court. But for many years now, Ihave had a
basketball in my hands only afew times. What has happened? Ifee! somewhat —
lucky to even hit the backboard. All that skill that Iworked for is gone. It was lost
because it was not used.

Some of you may remember when you gave much of your time to serve ̂
others, and as you did this day by day, you became skilled at it. But what about
today? Did you get involved in other things that caused you to stop serving? If so,
do you feel inadequate to serve? This is why Christians are not to grow weary
while doing good (Gal. 6:9), and why we are commanded to be patient until the“
coming of the Lord (Jos. 5:7). For what we don’t use, we will lose,

one of us please his neighbor [seek what is best for others »
even when we must deny ourselves as did Jesus, Phil. 2:4,5] for his good to his
edification [cf. 1Thes. 5:14; 1Cor. 9:19].

A. How does following Jesus make us please our neighbor?

First of all, Jesus lived an example of showing concern for others. It is
true that many were not pleased, but this was because they were filled with envy, "
jealousy, and hatred. Jesus still made afaithful effort to please them, and to turn
them to God. Therefore, the principles taught and lived do not harm others. The
way of Jesus is to teach them God’s way of righteousness, to help them with their _
burdens, and to show them abetter life here and forever.

Even though there are some who resent this, those who respond will be
pleased and will recognize us as being good neighbors. As followers of Jesus, we
will always make an effort to be like Him. Thus, our thinking, our attitudes, and
way of life, in most instances, will be pleasing to our neighbors.

B. What does James say is the royal law? (Jas. 2:8).

James refers to the royal law as loving your neighbor as yourself, and
promises that those who fulfill it will do well. Why is this law so important? Be- _
cause those who follow it will always do what is right toward their neighbors. If
we are considered normal and healthy, we will always seek what is best for our¬
selves. We will make every effort to feed, clothe, and care for ourselves in every
possible way. Now, won’t we do the same for our neighbors if we are following the“
royal law? We will follow the golden rule of Jesus. We will do unto others as we
would have others to do to us.
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”● In the parable of the Good Samaritan (Uc. 10:25-37), there are three
rules of life represented. The first one followed by the thief: “What is yours
should be mine, and I’ll take it.” The second one followed by the Priest and

●ai Levite: “What is mine should be mind, and I’ll keep it.” The third rule is fol¬
lowed by the Good Samaritan: “What is mine should be yours, and I’ll share it.”

Therefore, the attitude of the Good Samaritan is to love your neighbor
_as yourself.

C. Discuss some ways to edify aneighbor.

Before we can edify anyone, we must lay aside selfishness, and there is
better way to do this than to let the light of Jesus shine in our lives. James

wrote: “For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing
—will be there’’ (Jos. 3:16). When we take all the focus off of self, we then open

the way to edify our neighbor.
There must be the kind of love for our neighbor that the Bible com¬

mands. Only then can we have apart in building up aneighbor. Also, keep in
”mind that aneighbor can be anyone who is in need of our help.

If the neighbor is someone who sees our lives day by day, we can edify
them by the way we live and the example that they see. We can be adaily sermon

““ before them. This can also include conversations that take place from time to
time. This might involve adiscussion or sentence sermons spoken from time to
t i m e .

n o

Remember, the way of Jesus is apositive influence, and whether
dealing with astranger or friend. His influence through our lives will edify a
neighbor. We have an obligation to edify aneighbor. “He who despises his neigh¬
bor sins; but he who has mercy on the poor, happy is he’’ (Prov. 14:21).

Quoting: “Borrow trouble for yourself, if that’s your nature, but don’t lend it to
your neighbors.” —Rudyard Kipling
“Not he who has much is rich, but he who gives much.^

A. Discuss to what extent we are our neighbor’s keeper.

w e a r e

- E r i c k F r o m m .

There are many who live by the rule that the only thing that matters
in life is to look out for self. Therefore, they give all their time, money, and
energy to serving and pleasing self. We cannot deny that God has given all of us
personal responsibilities, and we must always be concerned about ourselves and
our fami l ies .

For example, we have apersonal responsibility to keep ourselves spiri-
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tually right with God. Paul commanded Timothy, “Take heed to yourself and to the
doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you will save both yourself and those
who hear you” (1 Tm. 4:16). Paul asked the Christians at Corinth to, “Examine
yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Prove yourselves...” (2 Cor. 13:5).

Likewise, we have apersonal responsibility tow'ard the spiritual needs of
our children. leathers are given the responsibility of bringing their children up in
the “training and admonition of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4). Also, the physical needs of
one’s own family are to be met, and to fail to do so is condemned. “But if anyone
does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has
denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever” (1 Tim. 5:8).

But the same God who has given us personal responsibilities, has asked
us to be concerned about our neighbors. We cannot be tike Cain in the early dawn
of history who asked God, “Am Imy brother’s keeper?” (Gen. 4:9). Christianity
centers around Jesus, and He gave His ail for others. How can we claim to follow
Him and not be our neighbor’s keeper?

Rom. 13;9 For this, [he illustrates] “You shall not commit adultery,” [unlawful _
sexual intercourse with the spouse of another, Heb. 13:4; Ex. 20:14] “You shall
not kill,” [murder—the taking of ahuman life motivated by malice and hatred]
“You shall not steal,” [laking that which belongs to another without their con- ̂
sent] “You shall not bear false witness,” [giving testimony contrary to truth]
“You shall not covet;” [to lust after in an evil way—money or other material
things] and if there is any other commandment, [summed up, cf. Ex. 20:13-17:
Deut. 5:17-21] it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, “You shall —
love [Greek: agapao. Col. 3:14] your neighbor as yourself’ [Mt. 22:37-40: Jas.
2:8].

A. How will following these rules help us be agood neighbor?

All of the things mentioned in this passage of Scripture represent sins
against one’s neighbor. This is true whether aneighbor lives close by, or far away. “
These sin cannot be committed without harming others. Let us consider briefly
each of these.

‘Tom shall not commit adultery. ”

As you can see, adultery is defined as unlawful sexual intercourse with ̂
the spouse of another. This is asin that is capable of breaking apart the mamage of
aneighbor and bringing much grief and pain (Mt. 5:31,32; 19:9). God intended
that all marriages be pure and that the sexual relationship be kept within amar-
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riage. “Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled; but fornicators
and adulterers God will judge” (Heb. 13:4). Those who get involved in this sin
bring harm to their neighbor.

‘*You shal l not IdlL 9 >

The word kill entails more than taking ahuman life. It involves murder
that is motivated by malice and hatred. Jesus taught that the same danger of
judgment that comes from murder can also come to the one who is angry with his
brother without acause (ML 5:21,22).

Therefore, anything that relates to hatred, anger, and murder destroys a
neighbor.

‘ ‘You shal l not s tea l 9 9

Perhaps this is the most prevalent sin of all against one’s neighbor, and
especially when the word neighbor is considered in its broadest sense. There are
those who are willing to take anything that they can get by taking from others.
But not all stealing involves taking physical things from others. We can be guilty
of stealing from aneighbor by depriving them of anything that they possess. It
may be their name, reputation, and their God given rights. Some people are in¬
volved in stealing by using the law to get what they want.

When we break God’s law of stealing from our neighbor in any pos¬
sible way, we have truly harmed them.

“You shall not bear false witness.

As we live together on this earth, we owe each other truth. The laws of
the land are designed to seek truth for all, but when one bears false witness against
another, the law can fail. For example, the laws that were used to try Jesus failed,
because they brought in false witnesses who made up lies against Jesus (Mt.
26:60).

Stephen was afaithful gospel preacher, speaking the truth about Jesus,
but the Jews did not want to accept his message. So they set up false witnesses
who said, “This man does not cease to speak blasphemous words against this
holy place and the law; for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth
will destroy this place and change the customs which Moses delivered to us”
(Acts 6:13,14). This led them to eventually stone him to death ('vs. 59).

It is so destructive to bear false witness against aneighbor. We don’t
want others to bear false witness against us, therefore, we should never harm
others in this sinful way.
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“Fob shall not covet.

Paul says that the love of money is aroot of all kinds of evil f7Tun. 6:10),
and this has led many to sin against their neighbor. Those who get caught up in the
sin of covetousness, sin against their neighbors. When Jesus numerated the sins
that come from within to defile aman. He included covetousness (Mk. 7:22). This
is asin that will take over our lives to the point of harming our neighbor. It distorts
the true value and purpose of life, and leads us to feel that nothing matters except
the abundance of the things we possess. This is why Jesus gave astrong warning
against this sin "Take heed and beware of covetousness, pr one's life does not
consist in the abundance of the things he possesses" (Luke 12:15).

We can conclude, then, that this is asin that causes us to harm our neigh¬
bors. And in the words of Paul, "But fornication and all uncleanness or COVET¬
OUSNESS, let it not even be named among you, as is fitting for saints ”(Eph. 5:3).

Therefore, we should avoid these and all other sins that will harm our
neighbor, and the only way to avoid them is to, "love your neighbor as your self. ”
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AGood Neighbor -Puzzle Four

D O W N
1Shall not stand against your

neighbor (Lev. 19:16 KJV)
2Something spoken to neighbor

(Ps. 28:3)
3Agood neighbor (Lk. 10:33)
5Standard of love (Jas. 2:8)
6What used to destroy neighbor

(Prov. 11:9)
7Should never do this to neighbor

(Ps. 15:3)
9Feeling toward neighbor (Mk.

12:33)
10 What everyone did for neighbors

(Isa. 41:6)
1 2 O n e s h o u l d n o t

(Lev. 19:13).

A C R O S S

4Something belonging to a
neighbor (Job 31:9)

6What Job ’s f r iends d id to h im

(Job 12:4)
8Agood goal toward aneighbor

(Rom. 15:2)
11 Off limits—belonging to a

neighbor (Prov. 6:29)
13 Something proclaimed to a

neighbor (Jer. 34:15)
14 An evil witness (Ex. 20:16)
15 Something evil given to

neighbor (Habakkuk 2:15)
16 Can do this in righteousness to

neighbor (Lev. 19:15).
-neighbor
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Memory Verse; “And be kind to one another, tenderhearted forgiving one
another, just as God in Christ also forgave you” (Eph. 4:32).

Expository Verses

Acts 28; 1And when they had escaped, they found out that the island was
called Melita [Malta—located sixty miles south of Sicily].

Acts 2k;2 And the barbarian [native] people showed unusual [extraordinary]
kindness; for they kindled afire, and received us all, because of the rain that
w a s

and having to escape in the cold water].

A. Discuss how Paul found kindness among these native people.

Evidently these natives had compassion on Paul and those aboard the
ship that was destroyed in the storm. By the time they all made it safely to shore,
they were wet and cold. There was no way that they were able to be comfortable
with the cold wind that must have been blowing, and the falling rain. Since Luke
mentions both the rain and cold, it is logical to believe that the rain was cold, and
would chill them through and through.

These natives showed kindness by kindling afire and receiving all. The
text says that they showed "unusual kindness ”by such actions. They did not know
these men, and could have imagined them evil and dangerous. But instead, they
chose to receive them with kindness.

Each day we as Christians are challenged with opportunities to kindle
fires of kindness. It may be to those whom we love, or it may be to strangers. This
is not to say that we should place ourselves in danger in our showing kindness. For
there are those who will take advantage of our kindness. However, we can usually
determine when kindness is asound spiritual investment.

We admire the native people on the Island of Melita or Malta for the
warmth and kindness that they showed to this man of God (and others) who was
on his way to Rome as aprisoner because of the gospel of Christ. This kindness
must have been ablessing to this great apostle, because kindness is aprecious gift
that we can give to others.

falling, and because of the cold [still experiencing effects from the storm
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B . W h a t i s t h e d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n S P E A K I N G k i n d n e s s a n d

S H O W I N G k i n d n e s s ?

« To be like Jesus and follow in His steps, it is imperative that we both
speak and show kindness. Jesus backed up His kind words with kind actions, and
we must learn to do the same.

The priest and the Levite whom Jesus mentions in the Parable of the
Good Samaritan, may have had areputation for speaking kindness in their daily
lives, but when they were given an opportunity to show compassion and kind¬
ness, they passed by on the other side (IJc. 10:31,32).

— Do we go out of our way to keep from showing kindness? Do we daily
speak kind words, but refuse to show such to others? In the memory verse of this
lesson, Paul writes, “And BE kind to one another, tenderhearted forgiving one
another, just as God in Christ also forgave you” (Eph. 4:32).

Yes, it is very important to daily speak words of kindness, but as Chris¬
tians, we must also show it if we are to walk in the steps of the Master. For
DEMONSTRATING kindness goes farther that SPEAKING words.

Quoting: “Kindness is alanguage the dumb can speak and the deaf can hear
and understand.” —Chr is t ian Neste l l Bovee.

“It is one of the beautiful compensations of life that no man can sincerely try to
help another, without helping himself. Both man and womankind belie their na¬
ture when they are not kind.” —Bailey.

A. Is it our nature to be kind, or is it cultivated and learned?

It is true that being kind comes easier to some than to others, but kindness, as
God’s word teaches, must be developed and cultivated by all. From the moment
we are spiritually bom into God’s family, we have the need to grow. “As new¬
born babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby ”(1 Pet.
2:2). "But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ”
(2 Pet. 3:18). This all important growth involves growing in kindness.

The word of God provides us with the necessary teaching on the importance
of kindness, but we must make it apart of our lives. Each day that we live, we
need to resolve to show more kindness to others. When this is done over along
period of time, kindness becomes an important part of our lives. Therefore, plant,
water, and cultivate kindness in your heart!

CoLlil2 Therefore, as the elect of God, [God’s chosen people, 1Pet. 1:2] holy
and beloved, put on [gives some of the principles mentioned in the fruit of the
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Spirit, Gal. 5:22,23] tender mercies, [a heart of compassion, 1John 3:17] kind¬
ness, [gentleness, Eph. 4:32] humbleness of mind, [Jesus taught His disciples to
have humility, John 13:4-10; 1Pet. 5:6] meekness, [gentleness, Mt. 5:5]
longsuffering; [patience, Jas. 1:3,4].

A. Who are the elect of God mentioned in the above verse?

The chosen of God are those who have answered the call of the gospel to “
be saved through Jesus Christ. They are those who have been bom again of water
and the Spirit (John 3:5). Under the Law of Moses, they became God’s chosen
people by physical birth, but with Christ, one must be bom again.

There are those who teach that God has chosen who He wants to be saved,
and who He wants to be lost They say that the ones whom He has chosen for
salvation are the elect. But this is not the teaching of the Bible. We become the
elect of God by decting to obey Him and His Son Jesus. It is true that God knew
beforehand about the elect, and made such salvation possible by giving His Son to
die on the cross (John 3:16). However, He has allowed in all ages sinners to accept
His salvation or reject it. Those who accept and obey the gospel become apart of “
God’s elect.

B. Does being the elect of God suggest that God demands
k i n d n e s s ?

Paul suggests in the above verse that God demands kindness. Since they
are the elect of God, holy and beloved, they are asked to put on tender mercies and
kindness. Failing to show kindness is not compatible with Christ and Christianity.
How can we receive kindness from God, and then refuse to be kind? In fact, all the
other attributes of Christianity' such as love, gentleness, peacemakers, and being a●
servant suggest the attitude of kindness.

Thus we can see, that kindness is as essential to living for Jesus as breath¬
ing is to life. Being kind should be one of our daily goals as we show the light of _
Jesus in our lives.

C. In the above verse, how does humbleness of mind and
longsuffering relate?

The mind controls the way we act. Solomon summed up this thought
about aman in these words, “For as he thinks in his heart, so is he” (Prov. 23:7).
When we have this humbleness of mind, we can be more patient with others. With¬
out these various principles in our lives, we cannot bear the fruit of the Spirit. Paul
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identifies such fruit as, “love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faith-
fulness, gentleness, self-control.” Then he adds, “Against such there is no law”
(Gal. 5:22,23).

We cannot choose some of these and reject the others, but all become a
part of our lives as we bear fruit for the Lord. By living these principles daily, we
show others that we have God in our lives, and each one of these compliment the
others. Therefore, when there is humility, we can suffer long with others.

Example: “The naturalist W. H. Hudson tells in one of his books about athrush
and ablackbird that always came together to the place where food was put for
birds. The blackbird would pick up the crumbs and put them in the thrush’s mouth.
Then it was noticed that .some trap had cut off the thrush’s beak close to its head,
so that it could not pick up food, and the blackbird was coming to the rescue.

Can men afford to let abird be kinder than they are?”
—Dr. Amos R. Wells.

1Cor. 13:4 Love [Greek: agape] suffers long, [is patient even when suffering,
cf. 1Pet. 4:8] and is kind; [Paul commanded kindness to the Ephesian brethren,
Eph. 4:32] love [Greek: agape] does not envy; [is not jealous. Gal. 5:26] love
[Greek: agape] does not parade itself, [does not brag] is not puffed up, [is not
arrogant].

A. Why is kindness apart of agape love?

One of the most difficult words to define in the New Testament is agape
love. In fact, it is so powerful and full of meaning that it is difficult to encompass
it with asingle definition. Perhaps this is why Paul chose to tell what this kind of
love will do rather than give adefinition. However, there is one thing for sure,
when agape love is present, it will manifest itself through kindness. And when
kindness is present, this becomes astrong foundation on which the other beauti¬
ful colors are displayed.

An unkind person comes across as one who has hate in his or her heart,
but kindness shows love. This agape love that displays kindness is an uncondi¬
tional love. It always seeks what is best for the one loved. Since an unkind atti¬
tude is harmful and destroys others, love reaches out in kindness to help the one
l o v e d .

It was agape love that motivated Jesus to die for the sins of the world,
and to be k ind even to those at His crucifixion who were cruel . His k indness

reached DOWN to their actions of hate and anger, and it reached UP to the Father
as He prayed for their forgiveness (Lk. 23:34).
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Remember, it is impossible to have this special kind of love from God
without k indness.

B. Does it cost longsuffering to be kind?

As human beings we often get on each other’s nerves. We have likes and
dislikes that are different, and because of this we may fail to understand the actions
of each other. These differences and frustrations can lead to unkindness. Before
there can be true kindness, we must first learn to suffer long with each other, and
this can be done only if the agape love described by Paul is present. Many are not
willing to have this kind of love, and therefore are not willing to pay the price of
longsuffering. Those who can suffer long with kindness, can also forgive. Be as¬
sured that the human race would have been lost forever without the longsuffering
of God. What motivated God’s longsuffering and kindness? It was love!

Peter wrote: "The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some
count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, twt willing that any should perish
but that all should come to repentance "(2 Pet. 3:9).

When God gave the precious gift of His Son, the human race did not
deserve the gift. “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we
were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). God had suffered from the sin,
violence, and rebellion of mankind many centuries before His love led Him to give
His only begotten Son in death (John 3:16), and His Son willingly laid down His
life for us (/ John 3:16).

Thus, it cost God the price of longsuffering to show love and kindness
toward us, and the same price applies in our own lives.

C. Does kindness reward the one being kind?

There is arule that runs through all the Bible—it always pays to do what
is light Even when the reward is not seen here on earth, there is still areward for
God’s children who do what is right. Since kiirdness is God approved, there is a
reward associated with it.

First of all, there is areward for being kind here on earth. Even though
some may not respond favorably, this is the exception and not the rule. Some of
the hardest hearts have been melted down by acts of kindness. One cannot deny
that it is difficult to be kind to an enemy, but Jesus taught that it should be done.
“But Isay to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those
who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, that
you may be sons of your Father in heaven” (Mt. 5:44,45).

Paul wrote to the Christians at Rome, “Therefore if your enemy hungers.
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feed him; if he thirsts, give him adrink, for in so doing you will heap coals of fire
on his head” (Rom. 12:20), Some enemies have been turned into friends by kind¬
n e s s .

Beyond any reward received from kindness here on earth, there is the
reward from God in heaven. Even though God has brought His wrath against
those who have rebelled in sin. He is also aGod who has shown loving kindness.
David sings in Psalm 117, ‘‘Oh, praise the Lord, all you Gentiles! Laud Him, all
you peoples! For His merciful kindness is great toward us, and the truth of the
Lord endures forever. Praise the Lord!”

Since God Himself shows kindness, we can know that He is pleased
when His children show kindness. Showing kindness to others is one of the ways
that we show love, and show that God is dwelling in us. Unkindness describes
those who follow the ways of the devil, but kindness reflects the glory of God.
Surely God will reward those who show kindness.

D. Why is kindness listed with the Christian graces? (2 Pet. 1:7).

The Christian graces represent the spiritual characteristics that are nec¬
essary for growth in the faith. The faith of aChristian must have these added
before there can be fruit bearing. After Peter numerates these, he concludes with
these words: “For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither bar¬
ren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For he who lacks
these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was
purged from his old sins” 8 , 9 ) .

Kindness does not stand alone, but must be an integral part of the other
graces. Those who have added virtue, knowledge, self-control, patience, and god¬
liness, display these in their daily lives by showing brotherly kindness. Can you
imagine any of these graces being effective in showing Jesus to others, without
being associated with kindness?

For you see, an unkind parson graphically shows others that none of
these Christian graces are present. Therefore, there was aneed for Peter to list
brotherly kindness with the other graces.

Quoting: “The best jxrrtion of agood man’s life is his little, nameless,
unremembered acts of k indness and of love.” —Wil la im Wordsworth.

“Kindness is loving jaople more than they deserve.” —Joseph Joubert.

Ps. J17:2.3 “For His merciful kindness is great toward us, and the truth of the
Lord endures forever. ”
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A. Since we want God’s kindness, shouldn’t we be kind?

This little Psalm declares that God’s merciful kindness is great toward
us. This statement has more truth that we can fathom. The human race over the
centuries has not deserved God’s merciful kindness, but He has shown it. God is
still so kind and merciful toward all of us today.

There is arule in the Bible that suggests that we should reflect in our
lives the things that we need. For example, we need forgiveness, and we must
forgive (Mt. 6:14). In our memory verse, Paul wrote, “forgiving one another, just
as God in Christ also forgave you ”(Eph. 4:32). Jesus taught His disciples to pray,
“And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors" (Mt. 6:12). We need God to
love us, therefore we must show love to others. “Beloved, if God so loved us, we
also ought to love one another” (1 John 4:11).

We cannot make it without the merciful kindness of God, and we should
make every effort possible to show kindness!

A. Give examples of unkindness in the church today.

Perhaps the strongest example of unkindness is when we use our tongues
in asinful way against others. When we gossip and reflect against their reputation,
our tongues become “an unruly evil, full of deadly poison” (James 3:8). With our
tongues burning out of control, we can suggest doubts and suspicions against oth-

We can become guilty of judging their thoughts, actions, and motives. This is
unkindness that is almost impossible to reverse. Even when an effort is made to

apologize, scars are left behind.
When we use our tongues in an unkind way, we are, in one sense, saying

that we hate that person. “A lying tongue hates those who are crushed by it” (Prov.
26:28). But when there is love, it is different, for we do not want to harm the ones
we love with our tongues. Therefore, don’t ever be unkind to others.

We also are unkind toward others in the church when we do not respect
them and undermine the work they are doing. Sometimes even leaders will assign
someone awork project, and even though they are doing agood job, they may
decide to undermine them with no respect for their feelings.

Unkindness can be present when someone wants their own way regard¬
less of the feelings of others. There must be consideration for the feelings of our
brothers and sisters in Christ, or there will be unkindness. Therefore, anything that
we do to harm others or to bring unhappiness into their lives can be an example of
failing to be kind.

e r s .

a n

Quoting: “You cannot do akindness too soon, for you never know how



of Q^̂ ncncss 6 7

soon it will be too late.” —Ralph Waldo Emerson

A. Have you ever waited too late to show kindness?

This is aquestion that every individual Christian must answer, but far
too often the answer is yes. We live in afast and busy society, and it becomes easy
to neglect others. Most of us have had the experience of waiting too late to show

”kindness. We may hear about someone who is ill, and we promise ourselves that
we are going to see them and show them every kindness possible. We may even
plan in our minds to take them some flowers or give them abook or gift. But time

“has away of moving on, and one day the phone rings with the message that the
pjerson has died.

Since we do not have aguarantee of our own life or the lives of others,
we should make every effort to be kind as soon as possible. Neglect has no place
in our lives when it is time to show kindness. Solomon gives us some good advice
in these words: “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might; for there
is no work or device or knowledge or wisdom in the grave where you are going”
(Eccl. 9:10).

B. Can we really be happy without ^ving and receiving kind¬
n e s s ?

There is no doubt that giving and receiving kindness are associated with
happiness. When we set out to make others happy by showing kindness, we are
usually made happy by having kindness returned. There are those w'ho will tell
you that they enjoy fighting and being rude to others, but one must question such
enjoyment. As human beings, there will be times when heated arguments occur,
and unkind words are spoken. However, this must be avoided as much as pos¬
sible. When this happens, we should make every effort to get it corrected, and
then return to kindness.

Even in moments of anger, we must strive to be angry without sinning.
“Be angry, and do not sin: do not let the sun go down on your wrath” (Eph.
4:26). There is no other way to find the true happiness that God intended.

C. Discui^ this statement about the Worthy woman: “She opens
her mouth with wisdom, ami on her tongue is die law of kind-

(Prov. 31:26).n e s s

The Worthy woman is set forth as the perfect model of agodly woman.
It was important how she worked with her hands and accomplished so much for
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God and her family. But all of these good works were backed up by the way she
used her tongue. What was it that guided the actions of her tongue? It was guided
by the law of kindness!

This caused her husband to safely trust her, because she brought him
gain, and did him good all the days of her life. She used kindness as she went out
seeking wool and flack, and worked with her hands. This law of kindness was in
force early each day as she, like merchant ships, brought food to her family and
household from afar distance. She was guided by kindness as she bought afield
for avineyard, and used the strength of her arms. The law of kindness guided her
as she made sure her merchandise was good, as she worked into the night with her
hands on the spindle and made clothes and tapestry for herself and family. How
kind she must have been as she reached out to the poor and made agood impres¬
sion for her husband. No wonder her children rise up and call her blessed, and her
husband praises her.

This Worthy woman could not reach the heights of such beauty and suc¬
cess wj thout kindness. The law of kindness still makes beautiful women with hearts
adorned for God.

D. Will you set your goal for more kindne^?

This is aquestion that each of you must answer for yourself. Even though
we may know that kindness is God’s way and the best way, such must be made a
part of our lives. It is important to plan kindness. Sometimes we make the mistake
of believing that kindness will just come naturally. Yes, it is easier for some than
others, but it is still best for all to set aspecific goal for kindness.



9f ̂ l̂ cness 6 9

ALi fe o f K indness -Puzz le S ix

D O W N

2God is kind to these (Lk. 6:35)
3Aword assoc ia ted w i t h be ing

kind and tenderhearted (Eph.
4:32)

4Akindness that lasts long (Isa.
54:8)

5God’s great kindness (Ps. 117:2)
6Aking who forgot kindness

(2 Chro. 24:22)
8 H o w t h e L o r d ’ s k i n d n e s s i s

described (Ps. 31:21 KJV)
10 What God’s k indness wi l l never

do (Isa. 54:10).

A C R O S S

1What love does along time (1 Cor.
13:4)

7Ones receiving kindness (1 Sam.
15:6)

8One who pleased the king (Esther
2:8,9)

9One abundant in kindness (Neh.
9 :17)

11 Where kindness is located (Prov.
31:26)

12 God’s kindness (Joel 2:13 KJV)
13 God our- (Titus 3:4 NKJV).9 9



Godly Example
L e s s o n 7

Memory Verse: “For Ihave given you an example, that you should do as 1
have done to you” (John 13:15).

Expository Verses

1Tim. 4:12 Let no man [no one] despise [look down on] your youth, (Timothy
was much younger than Paul] but be an example [a pattern. Titus 2:7] to the
believers, [Paul will now list some ways for Timothy to be an example to avoid
being looked down on because of his youth, cf. Phil. 3:17] in word, [daily speech]
in conversation, [conduct in daily life] in love, [Greek: agape] in spirit, [dispo¬
sition] in faith, [an unshaken confidence in God, Heb. 11:1,6] in purity [the pure
in heart will see God, Mt. 5:8;—these same attributes are needed today in the lives
of all Christians].

A. Can this command to Timothy apply to everyone?

Yes, because the Lord wants us as Christians to be the same kind of ex¬
ample. When Jesus told His disciples to let their light shine for the world to see
(Mt. 5:16), He was referring to the way that they should live to reflect Him. Did
Jesus live these same principles in His life mentioned by Paul? Yes, without a
doub t .

Therefore, the godly woman whose heart is adorned for God will also
live these in her life.

Her daily speech will be truthful and pure, as she talks with others. There
will be every effort made to avoid lies and filthy words. She will speak as Paul
suggested, “Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you
may know how you ought to answer each other” (Col. 4:6).

Then, the godly woman will make every effort to conduct her daily life
for the Lord. The golden rule of doing to others as she would have others do to her
will always be her goal. She will follow the example of Jesus as much as possible
to live each day in such away that others can see God in her life. With this goal
before her, she will “walk in the light as He is in the light” (1 John 1:7).

Just as Timothy was commanded to be an example of love, the woman
whose heart is godly adorned will do the same. This will not be alove that is
merely spoken, but alove that shows true concern for those loved. Therefore, this
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kind of love will be translated into sharing and caring. It will involve rejoicing
with those who rejoice, and weeping with those who weep (Rom. 12:15).

The woman devoted to God in her heart will also have the right kind of
disposition. Each day there are things to be faced that tempt her to be BITTER,
but the godly woman allows these same things to make her BETTER. She knows
that her family and others are watching her attitudes and she wants them to see in
her ways, only those things that are positive. She makes every effort to carry out
what Paul commanded the Ephesians to do. “Let all bitterness, wrath, anger,
clamor and evil speaking be put away from you with all malice ”(Eph. 4:31).

Finally, as agodly woman whose heart is adorned for God, she lives an
example of purity. The world lives to be worldly, to be lustful, and to promote
evil and darkness. Purity is not aconcern for the world (1 John 2:16), but it is
different with the godly woman. She makes every effort to think and live purity
(Phil. 4:8), for she knows that, “blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see
God” (ML 5:8).

Thus, we can say that the same example that Timothy needed to show in
his life, should be displayed by all Christians.

B. How can godly women be apattern (Titus 2:7)?

We are all familiar with apattern. It is something that has been worked
out to be followed for accomplishing adesired result. The pattern that Paul w'anted
Titus to be was of good works in doctrine showing integrity, reverence, and in¬
corruptibility. Won’t you agree that this is also agood pattern for godly women to
show?

There is always aneed to keep the doctrine of Christ pure. There is pu¬
rity in the word, but there is always adanger of contaminating its purity. One of
the ways to help avoid this is by showing apattern of it in our lives. John wrote of
the essentiality of the pure doctrine of Christ in these words, “whoever trans¬
gresses [goes ahead] and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have
God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son (2
John 9).

There is another way in which godly women can show apattern like
Titus. This can be done by showing reverence. God is our Creator and He holds
our eternal destiny in His hands. How could we ever be guilty of not showing
reverence or fail to please Him? “Happy is the man who is always reverent, but he
who hardens his heart will fall into calamity” (Prov. 28:14).

When your heart is adorned with godly adornment, there will be apat¬
tern of reverence toward God. The Psalmist writes concerning the Creator: “God
is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, and to be held in reverence by
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all those who are around Him’’ (Ps. 89:7).
The final way that Paul mentions for Titus to show apattern of good

w'orks is incorruptibility. This is also another important way for godly women to
show apattern of good works. The devil is in the business of evil and corruption.
The world demonstrates this corruption at all times, but Christians must show the
purity of God. The song and prayer on our hearts should be, “Purer in heart, O
God, help me to be.” —Mrs. A.L. Davidson, J.H. Fillmore. This is apattern that
the lost needs to see and obey.

Therefore, if your hearts are fully adorned as godly women, you will show
by your life apattern of good works.

C. In what way is purity by example important?

We should take every opportunity to teach others about purity, and espe¬
cially the younger generation. If they are not taught purity in their younger years,
they may not ever learn of its importance. However, we must not stop with teach¬
ing, but we must SHOW and TELL. Purity is one of the ways that aseparation is
made from the world.

If we don’t live purity in our lives, we become like the world, while be¬
coming an enemy to God. James addressed this problem by writing, “Adulterers
and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with
God? Whoever therefore wants to be afriend of the world makes himself an enemy
of God” (Jos. 4:4).

Surely none of us want to be afriend of the world. The only way to avoid
this is to show the example of purity in our lives.

If we want our children, grandchildren, and friends to be pure, they must
see purity in our lives.

1Pet. 2:21 For to this you were called, [the call of the gospel, 2Thes. 2:14, is a
call to the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ, 1Cor. 15;l-4, to deny self, and
follow Jesus, Mk. 8:34: cf. Rom. 12:11 because Christ also suffered for us, [this
should be an incentive to suffer for Him] leaving us an example, that you should
follow His steps; [if one is aChristian, he will follow Jesus even when such re¬
quires suffering—the only way to walk in the steps of Jesus is to go where He
leads].

A. Discuss Jesus as the perfect example.

Since Jesus was the Son of God who came from heaven to earth, how
could we expect less than perfection? It is wonderful to know that Christ fulfilled
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all expectations. Jesus was the perfect example by the way He lived, and He had
the deep>est resp>ect for His Father and continually did His will. His Father’s will
also included the perfect relationship toward the human race. He taught them,
prayed for them (even His enemies), and died for them. He showed no favoritism
as He died to save all from their sins who would obey Him (Heb. 5:9).

Jesus showed His concern also for the immediate needs of others. The
Samaritan woman with six husbands needed the water of life, and Jesus offered it
to her (John 4:10). Jairus, one of the rulers of the synagogue, needed his daughter
restored to life, and Jesus raised her from the dead (Mk. 5:41,42).

He left behind the perfect example for all to follow, and those who have
their hearts adorned for God will emulate His example.

B. What is required to walk in Jesus’ steps?

Before anyone can walk in the steps of Jesus, they must personally com¬
mit themselves to Him. Before anyone can walk in His steps, they must be will¬
ing to go where He goes. This commitment involves giving service to others.
This means that we will be asked to do things that we may not want to do, but this

the way we walk in His steps. The ultimate test as to whether or not we will
walk in His steps will be, are we willing to suffer for Him. He died for us, are we
willing to die to sin and to live in asacrificial way for Him? (Rom. 12:1). To do
this, your hearts must be adorned fully as godly women.

I S

C. How much do we suffer as Christians?

Although the principle of suffering is the same, the way we suffer is
usually different from the time that Jesus lived on this earth. The Roman Empire
represented aperiod in history when human life was cheap. Even the Jews had
incorporated acertain amount of physical punishment into their way of life. There¬
fore, Jesus lived alife that was threatened often by those who hated Him (ZJfe.
4:29). This physical persecution eventually led to His death on the cross (John
19:15).

But this kind of pain and suffering that Jesus experienced was only the
beginning, because the first century was atime when many Christians suffered
and died for the faith (Acts 7:60; 8:1). Before Paul was converted, he led aheavy
persecution against the church. He later wrote, '"Forlorn the least of the apostles,
who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because 1persecuted the church of
God” (1 Cor. 15:9; cf Acts 8:3).

However, today the persecution is often different Yes, there are still
who suffer physically for Jesus, but most of the time we are attacked ins o m e
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other ways. It may be in the form of giving up things or going against friends and
relatives, only to receive words of disapproval, but this produces pain in our lives.

Our persecution today is often verbal in nature rather than prison and
physical blows. However, we should not be deceived in thinking that this is with- —
out pain. Most all persecution has away of trying our faith, and the verbal kind is
di fficu l t to wi thstand.

Therefore, those who live for Jesus will suffer some form of persecution. _
“Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus wilt suffer persecution” (2
Tim. 3:12).

The real question should be, are we willing to suffer for Jesus? Are we
willing to walk in the steps of Jesus even when we must suffer? It we truly love
Him, we will gladly suffer!

Quoting: “Not the cry, but the flight of the wild duck, leads the flock to fly and
f o l l o w ’ Chinese Proverb.

The first great gift we can bestow on others is agood example.”

A. Discuss the difference between TELLING and LIVING an
example

It is so easy to tell someone about agood example. In our teaching, we “
read and teach about many examples recorded in God’s word. To illustrate, when
Jesus girded atowel around Himself and began washing His disciple’s feet, it is
easy to refer others to this as an example. But please learn that Jesus wanted this —
example to be both TOLD and LIVED. Therefore, He said to His disciples, “For I
have given you an example, that you should DO as Ihave DONE to you” (John
13:15). _

As we rear our children, we are often tempted to just tell them what is
right and wrong. This is good as far as it goes, but it must not stop with just telling.
They must also see what we teach by the examples lived in our lives. If your heart
is adorned as agodly woman, you will want to TELL and LIVE good examples
before others. You will strive daily to put your words to work.

B. How does your example effect your children?

Once you decide to live as you teach, you will see adifference in the lives of
your children. The question is often asked, “Why do we as Christians lose so many
of our children to the world?” Perhaps there are many reasons that could be given.
However, their failing to see agood example from their parents and grandparents
will help push them away.
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“ Even though there are many exceptions, as ageneral rule, so much of what
our children become depends on die example they see. One time alittle boy went
to the zoo with his parents, and they were watching the wildcats. The little fellow

_asked his dad, “Why are those baby cats so wild?” His dad replied, “They have
wildcats for parents.”

1Cor. 10;5 But with most of them God was not well pleased, [because they
”murmured and did not fully believe in God’s power to lead and deliver them,

Num. 14:2935] for they were overthrown Paid low—their bodies were scat¬
tered] in the wilderness [Num 14:16,2330].

1r,nr. 10:6 Now these things were [happened as] our examples, [warnings to
us, cf. vs. 11] to the intent that we [Christians] should not lust after evil things

_[the church at Corinth had gone after many evil things as this letter suggests] as
they also lusted [cf. Num 11:4,34].

A. How does God feel about the sins of His people in all ages?

It almost goes without saying that God has hated the sins of His people
in all ages. How sad God must have felt when Eve and her husband, ate of the

—tree of death (Gen. 3:6). They had chosen obedience to Satan over obedience to
God, and this began along road of sin and rebellion among God’s people.

By the time of Noah’s day, God looked down on ahuman race that was
„filled with sinful thoughts and violence (Gen. 6:5,13). How did He feel about
"" this? “And the Lord was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was

grieved in His heart" (Gen. 3:6). It was right for God to destroy them because of
sin, but He had no pleasure in doing this (Gen. 8:21,22).

“ The history of God’s people, Israel, is asad story. God loved and blessed
them so much, but they continually made Him sad because of sin. He sent prophet
after prophet to warn them while expressing God’s love, but they refused to turn

—from sin. Therefore, it can be truthfully said that God has hated the sins of His
people in all ages.

In view of this, the godly woman whose heart is adorned for God, will
want to refrain from sin. Her love for God will lead her to seek Him and His
righteousness.

B. Are we learning from Israel’s sinful example?

Unfortunately, this question must be answered, no. One of the purposes
of the Old Testament is to be an example for us today (1 Cor. 10:11), but we too
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often fail to leant.

One of the weighty responsibilities of the elders (assisted by the preacher)
is to keep the church pure. Every member is being pursued by the devil to get them
involved with sin. To keep the flock pure, the elders must patiently feed, protect,
and oversee the flock (Acts 20:28). Just as Israel was continually tempted to turn
to evil, the same is true in the church. The elders need to make sure that both the
pulpit and classrooms are ringing out with God’s way of purity and truth.

Be assured that the godly woman will want to do her part in helping to
avoid the pitfalls of sin that were experienced by Israel.

Example: Two young jjeople were involved in an automobile accident. The young
girl, ahigh school student, was badly injured and her companion was killed. Their
parents found from the hospital attendants that the young couple had been drink¬
ing at the time of the accident. The girl’s father flew into arage and said, “Just let —
me get my hands on the person who sold them the liquor: I’ll kill him!” After
returning home, he went to get adrink to “quiet his nerves” but he found that his
bottle was missing. —Selected _

A. Discuss how our children follow our examples.

It is an iron clad rule that whatever our children see, they will learn and
do. This is good because this is the way they develop and mature. However, this
concept also has anegative side that is very frightening. Our children also follow
our sinful examples.

It is safe to say that whatever we want our children to become, we can
have an effect on them by our example. It is wondered just how many boys will
grow up to physically abuse their wives because they saw their dads abuse their
mothers. Just think of the children who will grow up to curse, lie, cheat, and drink
liquor because they saw the same in their parents. Or how many will never become
Christians because their parents were not Christians.

However, the godly woman recognizes that the examples for their chil¬
dren to follow can also be good. Therefore, they pray daily that they may show
their children the example of Jesus in their lives. Their goal is to leave behind them
godly footprints so that their children can walk in them.

B. Afather had acigarette in his mouth and whipped his son for
smoking. Was he successful?

It is obvious that the father failed in teaching his son that it is wrong and
unhealthy to smoke. When discipline contradicts one’s personal example, there
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will always be failure. Parents are leaders for their children to follow. This cer¬
tainly involves teaching them about what is right and wrong. But this is not enough!
Children must see the teaching of parents lived.

An important part of heart adornment is to live before our children and
grandchildren what they are taught. When God seeks aspecific virtue in His
people. He sets before them the same example. The apostle Peter confirms this,
“But as He wJio called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, because
it is written, ‘Be holy, for Iam holy’ “(1 Pet. 1:15,16).

Remember, no one can teach above their own personal example!

Matt. 1:19 Then Joseph her husband, [betrothal in Jewish law was considered
marriage and binding] being ajust man, [upright. Job 1:1] and not willing to
make her apublic example, [by bringing her before the magistrates] was minded
to put her away [give her adivorce, Deut. 24:1] privily [secretly].

A. Was Joseph right in guarding Mary’s example?

Yes, what Joseph did represents an example of love. Since he did not
know that Mary had conceived by the Holy Spirit, he thought that she had sinned.
But he still loved her enough to guard her example. To expose her as apublic
example would have scared her reputation for life. Therefore, he was willing to
put her away secretly.

How thrilled Joseph must have been to lean that Mary was pure, and
that God was involved in what had happened to her. When we seek to do what is
right, there are blessings to be received in this life as well as after death.

B. How concerned are we about our example and others?

Our examples before others should be among the priorities of our lives,
because we cannot reflect the light of Jesus through an evil example. Whatever
we do, we should never be afraid or ashamed for others to see us.

Jesus’ life was an open book for all to see, and those who found fault,
did so by false accusations. In fact, one of the most effective tools of Jesus’ teach¬
ing was His daily example. It was impossible to successfully dispute His words,
when He was living them in His own life.

The godly woman works daily to make sure that her example is God
approved. She does not want anyone to ever be ted astray by her example, but
rather to be led to Jesus by it. Is this easy to do? No. but it is worth all the effort
and thought that can be put into if

God will use the examples of godly women whose hearts are adorned
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for Him as an example to show others His way of righteousness.

Quoting: 1am satisfied that we are less convinced by what we hear than by
what we see.” —Herodotus

'Live with wolves, and you will learn to howl.” —Sp. Proverb
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AGodly Example -Puzzle Seven

A C R O S S

4An example of one who is loyal
(Ruth 1:16)

5Timothy was to be an example to
these (1 Tim. 4:12)

7Akind of example considered by
Joseph (Mt. 1:19 NKJV)

9Example or copy of special things
(Heb. 8:5)

10 How to follow Jesus’ example
(1 Pet. 2:21)

13 Where the word of God
sounded forth (1 Thes. 1:7,8)

14 What the Philippians had from
Paul (Phil. 3:17 NKJV).

D O W N

1An example that displeased God
(Heb. 4:11 NKJV)

2God’s spokesmen (Jas. 5:10)
3One who gave an example to

follow (John 13:14,15)
6“Example of how you should -us

(2 Thes. 3:9 NKJV)
8Something to avoid when

considering evil (1 Cor. 10:6)
10 Unnatural sexual immorality and

flesh (Jude 7)
11 Apattern of something good

(Titus 2:7)
12 An example of one with the right

priorities (Lk. 10:42).



J^fe of Morality
L e s s o n 8

Memory Versei “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God”
(Mt. 5:8).

Expository Verses

1Tim. 2;9 “in like manner also, [turns now to instruction for women] that the
women adorn themselves in modest apparel, [that they dress modestly in
public worship while die men are lifting up holy hands, vs. 8] with sharaefaced-
ness [propriety] and sobriety, [discretion, moderation] not with braided [plated]
hair, or gold or pearls or costly array; [expensive clothing or garments— the
kind of appearance that would be for show or would take from their inner beauty,
1Pet. 3:4],

1Tim. 2:10 but, which becomes [is proper for] women profiling godli-
ne^ with good works [dress in away that does not hide the hidden heart; the
quiet spirit that pleases God, 1Pet. 3:3].

A. How does the way one dresses affect morality?

The way that one dresses can suggest either purity or lust. Those who are
in the business of lust know how to dress to cause others to lust. Clothing has a
message, and is alanguage that is read and understood by millions. The godly
woman who dresses in away that is modest, is speaking alanguage of purity. Paul
gave women these instructions, “that the women adorn themselves in modest ap¬
parel, with propriety and moderation...” (1 Tim. 2:9).

It is true that there are those who lust regardless of the kind of clothing
that is worn by awoman. However, when agodly woman wears clothing that is
modest, she is not the guilty one. This is true because her motives are pure and
godly, even though the one lusting is sinful.

But there are those who dress in away that is designed to cause lust.
Therefore, when aman has alustful desire for her in his heart, they are both guilty
of sin. Yes, the same rule for modest clothing also applies to men.
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B. Can awoman dress in away to cause aman to lust in his
h e a r t ?

_ As we have just found, asimple answer to this question is yes. In fact,
there seems to be many women who are dressing to cause men to lust for them.
They may have no desire to engage in asexual relationship, they Just want to
promote lust. However, you can be assured that such women are still involved in

”adultery. How? They are causing men to commit adultery in their hearts. Jesus
taught that the man who looks at awoman to lust for her has committed adultery
with her in his heart (Mt. 5:28).

Therefore, the woman who sets atrap of lust on purpose, can be guilty
of causing aman to commit adultery in his heart. Some women have the attitude
that men should keep their minds clean. But the truth of the matter is that the

_majority will not do so. Thus, the godly woman whose heart is adorned for God
will make every effort to profess godliness by the clothing that she wears.

Example: In 1964 when women’s mini skirts were introduced, crimes against
women also increased. The following year, forcible rapes increased more than
any other crime. Is there acorrelation? Law officers say there is. Law enforce¬
ment officials in 50 states were asked, “Does the short skirt invite sex crimes?”

“Ninety-two per cent said yes. Mary Quant, London designer and mother of the
mini, said in 1967, ’’Mini clothes are symbolic of those girls who want to seduce
a m a n . . . ”

— — P a u l H a r v e y.

1Pet. 3:3 And let not your adorning [your beauty] be that outward adorning
__ of plating [braiding] the hair, and of wearing gold, [jewelry or ornaments] or

of putting on [fine] apparel; [dresses in moderation; these can add to the beauty
of awoman if such is modest apparel, 1Tim. 2:9, but this is not her true beauty].

1Pet. 3:4 but let it be the hidden person of the heart, [this is the only beauty
that will win her husband to obey the gospel without aword, vss. 1,2] in that
which is not corruptible, [imperishable] even the ornament of ameek [gentle]
and quiet spirit, [this inward beauty is permanent, but die outward beauty will
not last, 2Cor. 4:16] which is in the sight of God of great price [very precious
or of great value].

A. In this evil generation, do men still appreciate hidden beauty?

At first thought, you might answer no! If so, this would be based on the
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actions of millions as they live their lives in the flesh. Paul wrote, “For those who
live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh... ”(Rom. 8:5).
However, even among so many who are following the flesh, there is still acertain
kind of respect for the hidden beauty of awoman.

In counseling with men who are worldly and involved with women of the
world, they have often made it clear that they would not want any of these worldly
women to be their wives. They would not want them to be the mother of their
children. As ageneral rule, they long for awoman with hidden beauty to be their
w i f e .

Another principle that should not be overlooked, these same men want
their sisters and any daughters they might have, to possess this inner beauty.

Therefore, let me ask you, what could be more beautiful than the inner
characteristics of agodly woman? Now, if ungodly men can appreciate hidden
beauty in Christian women, just think of how much more respect is felt by godly
m e n !

B. When is apparel right? When is it wrong?

It is sometimes difficult to decide the difference between apparel that is
right and apparel that is wrong. In fact, there have been different standards in
various generations of time. Even in some cultures today, it would be considered
immodest for awoman to show her face in public. Only afew generations ago in
our nation, dresses worn by women came down to their shoes.

Does the Bible give aset of measurements for women’s clothing? No, it
does not. However, the Bible still sets forth principles to determine what is right
and wrong. The apparel of awoman is right in principle when it covers to the point
of being modest, and lust is not produced. It is true that there are differences of
opinions as to what is modest and what is lustful. However, the godly woman will
dress in away where there is no doubt.

Most people know in their hearts when clothing is modest or immodest!
Please let me give you asimple rule that should help each godly woman decide
what is immodest. Clothing is immodest when it is: TOO LOW, TOO SHORT,
TOO TIGHT, OR TOO THIN.

Any of these factors in clothing can cause the body to be exposed in such
away that lust is encouraged. Thus, the godly woman whose heart is adorned for
God will make every effort to avoid these extremes, and to keep her apparel right
before others and God.

C. Define ameek and quiet spirit.

Perhaps the best way to fully see ameek and quiet spirit is to look at a
spirit that is not. It is not difficult to picture in our minds those who are haughty.
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rough, loud, and angry. These are those who have chosen alife of sin, and are
continually involved in the things of the world (1 John 2:15,16).

But those with ameek and quiet spirit are opposite in nature. Even though
they stand up for what is right, and may even be leaders who are out front leading
others, they do so with an attitude of humility, gentleness, calmness, and quiet¬
ness. Those who think that you must curse, swear, lie, cheat, and run over others
to be successful in life, are sadly mistaken.

Jesus taught, “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth”
(Mt. 5:5). He referred to Himself as being “gentle and lowly in heart” (Mt. 11:29),
and wanted all who follow Him to be the same. Paul wrote the Thessalonian
Christians, “that you aspire to lead aquiet life, to mind your own business, and to
work with your own hands, as we commanded you” (1 Thes. 4:11). This is the
kind of life that agodly woman will seek today!

Quoting: “Morality does not make aChristian, yet no man can be aChristian
without it..” —Bp. Wilson.
“Morality is religion in practice; religion is morality in principle.”—Wardlaw.

A. Have church members today lowered God’s standard of
morality?

We would like to answer no to this question, but we know that this would
not be true. Those of you who have lived many yeare in the church have watched

—the standards change. Things that were considered wrong in the past are now
considered right by many.

There is nothing wrong in change unless such changes God’s standard.
For you see, God and His word for the Christian age never change. All the sins
recorded there are not open to be changed or shaded to fit any modem age. Israel
made the same mistakes that we often make today. Israel lowered God’s stan¬
dards, and even disobeyed His commandments. God was displeased then, and He

”is displeased today when this happens.
There is adanger of becoming so familiar with sin that it doesn’t seem

wrong. This is how the devil wants it When it comes to sin and deception, the
—devil has great wisdom. He knows that if we lower our standards, that in amatter

of time we will sin. Yes, it seems that the majority in the church today have
lowered God’s standards, and this has caused atidal wave of sin to sweep over
the church.

However, the godly woman who is continually adorning her heart for
God will make every effort not to change God’s standards for trae morality. She
will live His will in her life, and will teach and encourage others to do the same.
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B. How is morality, “religion in practice?”

Pure religion represents away of life. When James defined pure and un-
defiled religion before God and the Father, he said that it is visiting orphans and
widows in their trouble, and keeping oneself unspotted from the world (Jos. 1:27).
Just aquick glance of his definition reveals that religion is something practiced.
Thus, God’s moral laws tell us how to put religion into practice.

Far too many claim to be religious, but do not practice God’s morality in
their lives. They don’t seem to realize that their religion can be useless (Jos. 1:26).
The religion that God accepts is based completely on His w'ord that leads one to
act the way that God has approved.

The woman whose heart is adorned for God will seek the pure religion
that pleases God as her life reflects His way of true morality.

Titus 2;4 that they [older women] may teach [admonish] the young women to
be sober, [sound mind, self-controlled] to love [Greek: phaqndros] their hus¬
bands, [husbands are also to love their wives, Eph. 5:25,28] to love [Greek:
philoteknos] their children.

Titus 2;5 to be discreet, [sober minded and self-controlled] chaste, [pure] keep¬
ers at home, [homemakers, 1Tim. 5:14] good, [in moral character] obedient to
their own husbands, [submit to your own husband, Eph. 5:22: submit as is fitting
totheLord, Col. 3:18: cf. 1Cor. 11:3] that the word of God be not blasphemed
[reviled or spoken against, compare 1Tim. 5:13].

A. Do older women teach the younger women as they should?

Like many questions, this one can be answered yes and no. For you see,
there are many older women in the church who make every effort to teach the
younger. However, to be fair, we must say that far too many are neglecting this
important work. There may be many reasons why this happens. Perhaps some of
the blame can be placed on the younger women. They may not seek the teaching
and wisdom of the older women. Some blame may be attributed to our fast, busy
society where younger women are caught up in alifestyle that discourages this.

Unfortunately, some of the blame must be placed on older women, be¬
cause some do not see this as an important work. Therefore, they refuse to get
involved. But regardless of where the blame is placed, when older women do not
teach the younger women, something very special and important is missing.

Therefore, for the older to teach the younger should become agoal for
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every godly woman to seek. For in view of the theme of this study, older women
can resolve to teach more younger women to adorn their hearts for God. Then
younger women can resolve to make every effort to seek their instructions. The
subjects that Paul mentions in the above Scripture should be considered vital
subjects for study. This will help strengthen the lives of both the older and younger
w o m e n .

B. What is meant by “discreet” and “good” in verse 5?

The word discreet suggests awoman who is sober minded with the ac¬
tions of her life under full control. The influence of the world continually pulls
against her, but she refuses to respond. She has her true priorities invested with
God, and makes every effort to keep herself living by His spiritual laws. This is
not to say that she cannot laugh emd enjoy life to its fullest. But it is to say that all
of her joy and happiness are derived from things that are right with God. She is a
“woman of God” rather than a“woman of the world.”

The godly woman who is identified as good is one who has agood moral
character that reflects God’s divine will. She does not look to the world to deter¬
mine what is good or bad, right or wrong, but she seeks ahigher standard. Her
lifestyle toward God, her family, and others can be described in the same words
said of the virtuous wife of Proverbs toward her husband; "She does him good
and not evil all the days of her life (Prov. 31:12).

We can conclude that the discreet, chaste, and good godly woman truly
has her heart inwardly adorned for the service of God and others.

Quoting: ‘To give aman afull knowledge of true morality, Iwould send him to
no other book than the New Testament.” —Locke
“The health of acommunity, is an almost unfailing index of its morals.”
— M a r t i n e a u ,

A. What about the spiritual health of the church?

In all generations since the church began, there has been concern about
keeping the morals of her members pure. Ananias and Sapphira got caught lying
to the Holy Spirit (Acts 5:3,9), and the church at Corinth got involved in all kinds
of immoral practices (1 Cor. 5:1; 11:18-22). Unfortunately, the battle continues
to rage today.

Each year that passes finds many in the church practicing things that are
condemned in the Bible. It is often true that many are following the standard of
the world instead of the standard of God. In fact, “situation ethics” has become a
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part of the church more than we like to admit. The philosophy goes something like
this: “If the situation is right, it is acceptable with God to violate His teaching.”
This kind of thinking is alie and originated with the devil.

When God’s word teaches that it is wrong to lust, lie, cheat, curse, kill,
steal, and commit adultery, there are no mitigating circumstances mentioned. It is
never right to sin! Each time amember of the church, God’s spiritual body, sins, he
or she brings harm to the health of the church.

B. Discuss how each member by his or her life can help keep the
church pure.

The question might be asked, “What can I, as one person, do about this?”
The answer to this question is for each Christian to contribute one godly life to the
church. Be assured that one godly heart, adorned for God, can help. The church is
made up of individual members, and each one has some kind of influence on the
church. We often say that it takes only one rotten apple to spoil the others. But if
the rotten apple is removed and the others remain good, the apples will remain
solid and good.

When members love the church, each will feel an individual responsibil¬
ity to keep the church pure. It all comes down to an individual commitment, but
when ail of these commitments are brought together, astrong impact for good will
be felt for the church.

Therefore, adorn your heart for God and encourage others to do the same.
Feel within your heart adeep need to help keep the church spiritually healthy and
pure for God. This will bring to your lives more blessings from God than can be
imagined.
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ALife of Morality- Puzzle Eight

A C R O S S

6Aspecial person (1 Pet. 3:4)
8Ones to love (Mt. 5:44)
9 F r o m w h a t P a u l w a s i n n o c e n t

(Acts 20:26)
10 Something from which one must

be pure (Prov. 20:9)
11 Something associated with purity

(Dan. 7:9)
13 Adest ruc t ive s in o f the hear t

( M t . S : 2 8 )
14 Peter sought to stir up something

pure (2 Pet. 3:1)
15 by-—, by knowledge ”

(2 Cor. 6:6
16 Materia] for pure clothing for
angels (Rev. 15:6).

D O W N

1Something pure about the Lord
(Ps. 12:6)

2How God shows Himself (2 Sam.
22:27)

3One thing to teach younger women
(Titus 2:5)

4What Christians must deny
(Titus 2:12)

5Something pronounced on the pure
in heart (Mt. 5:8)

7One of three things to be lived by
Christians (Titus 3:12)

12 Something from above (Jas. 3:17).



Memory Verse: “ffe who finds awife finds agood thing, and obtains favor
from the Lord*' (Prov. 18:22).

Expository Verses

Pen. 2:22 “Then the rib which the Lord God had taken from man He made
into awoman, and he brought her to the man.”

A. How is woman one step farther from dust than man?

The record of creation in Genesis is afascinating story. Day by day, God
made all components that make up the heavens, the earth, and all things in them. _
But the beautiful work of God becomes even more interesting when on day six He
took some dust from the ground and formed man. Then God “breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life; and man became aliving being” (Gen. 2:7)._

After God planted abeautiful garden and assigned Adam to cultivate it,
there arose the first problem—Adam was lonely! God made an effort to correct
this by first forming from the ground “every beast of the field and every bird of
the air. These were brought to Adam, and he gave them their names, but there was —
not found ahelper comparable to him” (Gen. 2:19,20).

It was at this point that the first major surgery was performed, and God
was the surgeon. He put Adam into adeep sleep, took one of his ribs, and closed _
up the flesh in its place. Then God made woman from this rib (Gen. 2:22). What
was Adam’s response when he saw her? He said, “This is now bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called woman, because she was taken out of
man” (Gen. 2:23). One cannot speak the word woman without referring to man
(woMAN) .

Therefore, we can see that man was made of the dust, but woman was
made from man. In this sense she was made indirectly from the dust—she was
made from man.

B. Discuss the question, ”How was woman different from the
animals that Adam named?” (Gen. 2:20).

The true answer to this question is found in Genesis 1:26,27. Moses quotes
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God as saying, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Oiar likeness;....So
God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male
and female He created them. ”

So God gave man and woman asoul or spirit that was not given to the
beasts of the field. The Bible speaks of this soul or spirit in both the Old and New
Testaments. Perhaps Solomon sums it up best when he wrote about what hap-

at death. “Then the dust will return to the earth as it was, and the spirit willpens
return to God who gave it” (Eccl. 12:7).

MatLJli4 And He answered and said to them, [what did Moses command
you? Mk. 10:3] “Have you not read, [Gen. 2:24] that He [God] who made
them [man and woman] at the beginning [at creation] made them male and
female,

Matt. 19:5 and said, for this cause [reason] aman shall leave father and
mother, [to be joined together] and shall cleave [be Joined, united] to his wife,
and the two shall be [or become] one flesh?” [be as one body].

A. How does vs. 4condemn homosexuality?

Someone has said, “If God had wanted homosexuality. He would have
made for Adam aSteve instead of an Eve.” That Just about summarizes it, be-

God didn’t make them male and male, but male and female. There arec a u s e

those who argue that with some, homosexuality is natural. No, it is NEVER
natural because God did not make it to be natural. Paul defines homosexuality as
women who “exchanged the natural use for what is against nature. Likewise
also the rrten, leaving the natural use of the women, burned in their lust for one
another, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving in themselves
the penalty of their error which was due” (Rom. 1:26,27).

If homosexuality is natural, why did God destroy the people living in
Sodom and Gomorrah because of this sinful lifestyle? (Gen. 19:24). Our modern
society often speaks of “Gay rights,” but the only rights that God gives them is to
repent and be forgiven of such evil ways. Before conversion, some of the
Corinthians were fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, homosexuals, sodomites,
thieves, covetous, drunkards, revilers, and revilers, but they gave up these to
become Christians. Paul says, “And such were some of you. But you were washed,
but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and
by the Spirit of our God” (1 Cor. 6:9-11).

B. Show how both men and women can leave their God-given
r o l e s .
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God intended that man and women become one in marriage, but each still
has been given aspecial role in life. Before these individual responsibilities can be
carried out, there must be respect. The man must not try to make his wife into a
man, and the wife must not try to make her husband into awoman. In the marital
oneness, God wants two who are different. Paul gives the husband the role of
headship, and the wife is to submit as to the Lord (Eph. 5:22,23). We are not asked
whether or not we like our God-given role. The godly woman whose heart is adorned
for God will believe that God knows best, and the Christian husband will agree.

Remember, God did not give permission to change His laws for mar¬
riage, and to do so is to disobey Him. Be assured, that those who have changed His
will for marriage will suffer.

C. Give examples of how awife does not leave parents.

Getting married requires amajor transition in the life of acouple, and
some are not willing to change. The lady who marries may find things completely
different from her former life. When growing up, she may have had special treat¬
ment even to the point of being spoiled. Mom and dad may have made every effort
to sacrifice for her, but now in her new marriage, things are different.

Therefore, it may be that she is not willing to make the sacrifice, and
when things go wrong, she runs back home. Now, she may not choose to physi¬
cally return to parents, but she still returns. When decisions are to be made, she
seeks their advice instead of that of her husband. This may cause jealousy and
bitter arguments that can weaken or break up amarriage.

Some couples may even choose to live in the house with one of their
parents. This may have been done successfully in rare cases, but this is very dan¬
gerous, and can destroy amarriage. Even if acouple is forced to live in poor
circumstances, at least this is their home. God knew what w^ best when He com¬
manded that one leave father and mother and be joined together.

Please understand that God is not suggesting disrespect for parents in any
form. Aman and woman who marry, still love and respect their parents. There are
even those times when they seek their help and advice. However, it must never be
done if such takes away from their being able to leave father and mother and to
cleave to each other.

Agodly woman will deeply love and respect her parents, but will make
every effort to join her husband in building their own home. This will bring atrue
blessing to their lives and any future children.

Matt. 19:6 Wherefore [so then] they are no more two, but one flesh. What
therefore God has joined together, [in marriage] let not man put asunder”
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[separate].

Quoting: “A good wife is heaven’s last, best gift to man,—his gem of many
virtues, his casket of jewels: her voice is sweet music, her smiles his brightest
day, her kiss the guardian of his innocence, her arms the pale of his safety, her
industry' his surest wealth, her economy his safest steward, her lips his faithful
counsellors, her bosom the softest pillow of his cares.” —Jeremy Taylor.

“Of all the home remedies, agood wife is best.” —Ken Hubbard.

Prov. 19:14 Houses and riches are an inheritance from fathers, [parents]
but aprudent [one with understanding, practical wisdom] wife is from the
L o r d .

A. How can men seek prudent wives from the Lord?

In the first place, they should not allow passion or fleshly lusts to rule
their hearts. Sin is afaulty foundation on which to build anything. This is not to
say that physical attraction, that is kept in its God-given place, is wrong. In fact,
it is veiy' important because God designed it this way. However, there are other
important things when seeking awife.

The man who is seeking aprudent wife, should choose one in the Lord.
If she is truly godly, she will possess characteristics needed to help build abeau¬
tiful marriage. Her desire will be to build her marriage on the many spiritual
principles of the Bible, and these will bring ablessing to her husband. If he seeks
awife of the world, he will marry worldly ways.

The man seeking aprudent wife will also look at her family. At first, this
may not seem that important. Have you not heard someone say, “T mmarrying
her, not her family?” But don’t you believe this, because there is asense in which
ahusband or wife marries the family. He should remember that so much of what
she is has come from years of training in her family. If they have led her into
godly ways, he has abetter chance of marrying agodly woman. If they have
taught her by example to be worldly, he can expect the same.

As he seeks aprudent wife, he should look at her characteristics to be¬
come agood mother. At first, this may not seem important, but in time it prob¬
ably will. Thus, their future happiness or unhappiness hangs in the balance.

The final one for our consideration of aman seeking apnident wife is
money. Money can represent abeautiful servant for amarriage and add to the
happiness of acouple. But if money is loved and not handled properly, it can
become adestructive force in amarriage. Therefore, he needs to be concerned
whether or not she will be happy living within their means. Has she been raised
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with an abundance of money and taught that one cannot be happy without being
rich. The question should be, “Will money be amaster or servant to her?”

The godly woman whose heart is adorned for God will consider money
important, but never the most important part of her life. The prudent wife will
place God, her husband, and family first in her life.

B. Hovr can women train themselves to be prudent wives?

There is no way to do so successfully without the help of God. She must
have within her heart adeep desire to please Him. She must keep the two way
communication open between herself and God. First, she will use the Bible as her
daily training Book. Here she will find not only instructions about how to be a
good wife, but she will also find principles that will help make her more pure and
understanding before her husband and others. She will find God’s Book perfect
“for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16,17).

The second communication that she will keep open twenty-four hours a
day will be prayer. Her training to be aprudent wife requires the help of God, and
she continually calls upon His help. She makes every effort to put into practice
Paul’s admonition, “in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving,
let your requests be made known to God” (Phil. 4:6).

Therefore, with God’s instruction through His word and His guidance
through prayer, the godly wife will grow daily in understanding and practical wis¬
dom as she adorns her heart for the Lord and her husband.

Example: “Their boat was drifting idly, the sun shone above, and the sea was
serene; while she was sitting snugly. Then he proposed. From the opposite end of
the craft she gazed at him calmly. Then she said: “As amatter of common sense,
realizing that we are in this boat, on water more than fifty feet deep, and if you
were going to act as you should act if Iaccepted you, we would be capsized. 1will
decline your proposal at this moment—but, George, row as fast as you can to the
shore and ask me again.” That girl will make agood wife.” —Hallock.

A. Why is it important to really want marriage?

May we first be reminded that marriage is alifetime commitment from
God. It is not apassing fad that man discovered or invented. For when God brought
the first man and woman together. He intended that they become one flesh with
each other without separation (Mt. 19:6). Those who do not fully feel the impor¬
tance of marriage and really want it in their lives will not be committed to God’s
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purpose.
It is true, that in all endeavors of life that we are truly successful, only

when we have our hearts involved. Yes, we can force ourselves to go through
assigned actions, but this will never represent our best. In marriage, the lives of
two are joined, and for there to be true happiness, it is veiy important for both to
want such marriage. When this happens, both will do their best to make each
other happy.

B. Discuss the results of those who do not consider the full
seriousness of marriage.

Very obviously the results will not be good. For when one does not ac¬
cept marriage with his or her whole heart, there will not be the necessary effort to
keep it pure. Marriage, to this kind of person, will not likely be alifetime commit¬
ment. Those who are not committed to marriage, do not feel the need to deal with
the daily problems that arise in marriage.

Then finally, there will be abreakdown in the proper respect for his or
her mate. When one fails to show respect, it usually causes the other one to feel
the same way, and this brings destruction to amarriage.

The woman whose heart is adorned with godliness, will make every ef¬
fort to seek aman who considers marriage of major importance in his life. By
both of them being committed to marriage and each other, they will work to make
their marriage the best that it can possibly be.

1Cor. 7:10 And to the married Icommand, yet not I, but the Lord: [quotes
what Jesus taught on this subject, Mt. 19:3-9; 5:32:Mk. 10:6-9] Let not the wife
depart from [leave] her husband.

1Tor. 7;11 But even if she does depart, [leave] let her remain unmarried, or
be reconciled to her husband, and let not the husband put away [divorce] his
wife [cf. Mk. 10:11,12].

A. Has modern society outgrown the teaching of these verses?

Unfortunately many believe that they have outgrown this teaching, but
what has really happened is that they have grown like the world. Time does not
change the powerful and moral principles of God. It is correct to say that millions
have suffered because they have ignored the teaching of the Lord in these two
v e r s e s .

To avoid breaking up marriages, it is very important for married couples
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to set their goals toward making every effort to work out their problems. This can
be done only if each person in amarriage has full respect for God and His laws for
marriage. This will certainly be the goal of the godly woman whose heart is adorned
for God.

B. How does Paul’s teaching on marriage and divorce compare to
what Jesus taught?

To compare the teaching of Jesus to Paul on this subject, please read what
Jesus taught.

“Furthermore it has been said. Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a
certificate of divorce.' But 1say to you that whoever divorces his wife for any
reason except sexual immorality causes her to commit adultery; and whoever mar-—
ries awoman who is divorced commits adultery” (Matthew 5:31-32).

“And Isay to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and _
marries another, commits adultery; and whoever marries her who is divorced com¬
mits adultery” (Matthew 19:9).

“So He said to them, ‘Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits —
adultery against her. And if awoman divorces her husband and marries another,
she commits adultery’ “(Mark 10:11,12).

“Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery; and whoever
marries her who is divorced from her husband commits adultery” (Luke 16:18).

When placing all these Scriptures together, it is obvious to see that Jesus
allows divorce and remarriage only in the event of physical death and sexual im¬
morality. Jesus condemns the putting away or divorcing for ANY cause.

Before comparing Paul’s teaching on this subject to what Jesus, please —
read first what Paul taught

“For the woman who has ahusband is bound by the law to her husband as long as_
he lives. But if the husband dies, she is released from the law of her husband. So
then if while her husband lives, she marries another man, she will be called an
adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from that law, so that she is no^
adulteress, though she has married another man” (Romans 7:2-3).

“And awoman who has ahusband who does not believe, if he is willing to live



9 5

with her, let her not divorce him. For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the
wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband; otherwise your chil¬
dren would be unclean, but now they are holy. But if the unbeliever departs, let
him depart; abrother or asister is not under bondage in such cases. But God has
called us to peace. For how do you know, Owife, whether you will save your
husband? Or how do you know, Ohusband, whether you will save your wife? ’’ (1
Corinthians 7:13-16).

1Cor. 7:39 The wife [the remarrying of widows seems to be another question
asked in the earlier letter, vs. 1) is bound by the law as long as her husband
lives; [compare this to Rom. 7:2] but if her husband is dead, she is at liberty
[free] to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord [must marry a
Christian or believer, cf. 2Cor. 6:14;—it is the height of wisdom to marry in the
Lord any time].

Thus, when comparing Jesus’ teaching to what Paul taught, it is obvious
to see that Paul did not choose to include sexual immorality as acause for di¬
vorcing and remarriage. His teaching mentions physical death only. This is not to
suggest that Paul disagreed with Jesus, because Paul often referred to the teach¬
ing of the Lord. However, it is true that Paul chose not to go beyond physical
death in his teaching on this subject

A. Why is marrying in the Lord wise?

In the first place, it is always wise to follow the teaching of the Bible,
because its words are God breathed (2 Tim. 3:16). But there is another reason. It
is wise because it has been proven by many success stories. Now, it is true that
some who marry those who are not Christians are able to work things out All of
us have known conversions from such relationships. However, it is just as true
that the majority do not work out There are those who suffer all their married
lives because they are left alone to lead their children in spiritual paths.

Unfortunately, there are also those w'ho grow weak in faith and even
leave the Lord because they marry out of Christ. This does not have to be, but far
too often it is so! Add to this the fact that children are often led astray by a
marriage where one of the parents is not aChristian, and you can see why it is so
wise to marry in the Lord.

There is ageneral ScripUire that Paul gave that certainly applies to mar¬
rying out of Christ. In fact, the principle has been proven correct many times.
Paul writes, “Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what
fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light
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with darkness? And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has abe¬
liever with an unbeliever?" (2 Cor. 6:14,15).

The woman whose heart is adorned with godliness will make every effort
to find agodly man to marry so that their lives can also be one in Christ.

B. Is one who marries out of the Lord living in adultery?

No, unless one or the other is not free to marry. Even though it is unwise
to marry out of the Lord, it is not an adulterous situation. Sometimes amate who is
not aChristian may not be faithful to his or her marriage. This would certainly
bring adultery into such arelationship. However, there are many marriages where
one is not aChristian, but is just as faithful (as to purity) to the marriage as a
Chr i s t i an .

It is also true that some who marry Christians still have problems and
unfaithfulness in their marriage. But it is safe to say that the chances of faithful¬
ness are greater when both are truly faithful to the Lord.

When Paul gives advice to wives who lose their husbands in death and
are considering remarriage, he writes, "A wife is bound by law as long as her
husband lives; but if her husband dies, she is at liberty to be married to whom she
wishes, only in the Lord” (1 Cor. 7:39).

C. How does marriages out of the Lord affect one’s Christianity?

This is aquestion that can be more accurately answered by those who “
have experienced such. Over the years, many women have responded to this ques¬
tion in classes, and almost without exception, they have said that it is more diffi¬
cult to live the Christian life. It all begins with the wife, and daily tests her faithful- ^
ness to Jesus. Many have been strong enough to continue on alone, but there is still
aweakening effect upon their commitment to the Lord. For it is difficult to be one
with aman in all ways except in the church. Some even have husbands who con¬
tinually discourage them from being faithful. Unfortunately, most all of us know “
women who were not strong enough to continue in faithfulness, and followed their
husbands into the world.

The second effect that is felt from marrying out of the Lord involves the —
children. It is wondered how many faithful Christian mothers have carried the full
load of spiritual matters in the home. Seeing that children are trained for the Lord
is far too much for one person to do. God intended that the father take the lead in _
spiritually training the children. Paul writes, “And you, fathers, do not provoke
your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the
lx)rd” (Eph. 6:4). In homes where the father is not aChristian, the Christian mother
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must shoulder his responsibility, and the burden is extremely heavy.
Yes, we honor those faithful mothers who alone have given their all to

influence their children to be faithful Christians. Many times, in spite of the fail¬
ure of her husband, she has been able to succeed. Yet, just think of the ones who
have tried and failed. How heart breaking it must be for aChristian mother to
watch her children follow the example of their father who gives his all to the
w o r l d .

Therefore, in view of all the problems and dangers in marrying someone
w'ho is not aChristian, the godly woman who has her heart adorned for God will
want to marry aChristian who will encourage her and their children to be faithful
Christians. This has agreater chance of bringing joy and happiness into her life.
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AFa i th fu l Wi fe - Puzz le N ine

A C R O S S

2 T h a t w h i c h a w i f e d o e s n o t h a v e

over her body (1 Cor. 7:4 KJV)
4The husband’s position over his wife

Eph.S:23)
6 W h a t a w i f e c a n r e c e i v e f r o m h e r

husband (Prov. 31:28 NKJV)
8Aman whose wife wept on him (Judg.

14:16 NKJV)
1 0 A n u m b e r a s s o c i a t e d w i t h a w i f e

(1 Tim. 3:2)
11 Ruth was called, ‘the wife of the— ’

(Ruth 4:5)
12 Something associated with divorce

(Mt. 19:3)
14 “He who—his wife ”(Eph. 5:28)
16 What an excel lent wi fe is to her

husband (Prov. 12:4)
17 Woman is to man (1 Cor. 11:7)
18 The ones fo rb idden to take ahar lo t

for wife (Lev. 21:1,7).

D O W N

1Something the wife is not to do
(1 Cor. 7:10)

3 M a n w a s n o t — f o r t h e w o m a n

(1 Cor. 11:9)
4Standard for loving wife (Eph. 5:28)
5Something ahusband finds from the

Lord (Prov. 18:22 NKJV)
7Something forbidden to the wife of a

neighbor (Ex. 20:17)
9Husband of Priscilla (Acts 18:2)
13 Aword describing the strength of a

woman (1 Pet. 3:7)
15 Afamous Old Testament wife (Gen.

11:29).
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Memory Verse; “And Adam called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the
mother of all living” (Gen. 3:20).

Expository Verses

John ?;3 And when they wanted [ran out of] wine; [there were three kinds in
Jesus’ day: (1) fermented to asmall degree and diluted with two or three parts of
water. (2) unfermented juice. (3) an intoxicating drink called new wine. Acts
2:13] the mother of Jesus said to Him, “They have no wine.9 9

A. Did Jesus make an intoxicating new wine?

We are not told the kind of wine that Jesus made at Canaan of Galilee.
However, it is consistent to believe that He would not make awine that is con¬
demned so severely in the Old Testament. The sin of drunkenness is condemned
in both the Old and New Testaments. Solomon writes: “Wine is amocker, intoxi¬
cating drink arouses brawling, and whoever is led astray by it is not wise ”(Prov.
20:1). Then he asks, “Who has woe? Who has sorrow? Who has contentions?
Who has complaints? Who has wounds without cause? Who has redness of the
eyes?’’ His answer, “Those who linger long at the wine, those who go in search
of mixed wine. ’’ Then he advises, “Do not look on the wine when it is red, when
it sparkles in the cup, when it swirls around smoothly; at the last it bites like a
serpent, and stings like aviper’’ (Prov. 23:29-32). Would Jesus make something
this destructive, and capable of keeping one from inheriting the kingdom of God?
(Gal. 5:21).

Surety Jesus made awine that was of good quality without setting ade¬
structive temptation in their pathway. The godly woman who believes this will
never use this example to prove that intoxicating wine is acceptable for aChris¬
t i a n .

B. Discuss the confidence that Mary had in her Son.

To understand Maiy^’s feelings, we need to think back to the time that the
angel announced that she would have aSon. It was not an ordinary situation
since she was found with child by the Holy Spirit (Mt. 1:18). Also, Joseph was
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told that He would be called Jesus ’’for He will save His people from their sins”
(ML 1:21). Therefore, from the beginning, Mary had known that Jesus was more
than her Son, He was the Son of God (II:. 1:35).

In view of this and the years that she had watched Him grow in wisdom

and stature, and in favor with God and men” (Lk. 2:52), her confidence was no
doubt at its highest peak. She did not seem to have any doubts that Jesus could
provide the wine at this wedding feast. Whether or not she expected amiracle, we

not told, but she had confidence that Jesus could take care of this situation.
The more we love Jesus and place our trust in Him, the more our faith grows.

The godly woman spends her life placing her confidence in Jesus. This is one of
the ways by which she shows that her heart is adorned for God.

a r e

C. Is there value in mothers going places with children?

The answer to this question is yes, more than most mothers recognize. The
influence of amother is natural and avery forceful thing, but it becomes even

powerful in the life of children when they experience various activities with _
their mother. Of course, this same principle applies to fathers. God intended that
parents become special teachers (about life) for their children.

One of the unfortunate things that has happened in today’s modem families is ̂
that both parents work away from home and children are often influenced by oth-

Although this may be anecessity, it is not the best influence for children. Some
mothers welcome the many hours away from their children, but this is not true
with the godly mother. Even if she is forced to be away, she makes every effort to —
spend as much time as possible after work with her children. She wants to be their
living instructor as they see her daily example lived for Jesus.

As the godly mother goes places with her children, she is afforded opportuni- „
ties to instmct them. If they visit apark, she can use the beauties of nature to show
them their Creator. If they go shopping together, she has the opportunity to teach
them about business and getting along with others. When she is with them in Bible ̂
classes and worship, she is afforded the oppxtrtunity of placing emphasis on spiri¬
tual things. Therefore, the mother whose heart is adorned for God places great
value on the hours she is allowed to spend with her children.

lohn 2:4 .lesus said to her, “Woman, [not arude title for His mother; compare
John 19:25,26] what have Ito do with you? [why involve Me?] My hour [time]
has not yet come” [if applied to the immediate context. His time to do something ̂
about the shortage of wine had not come—if applied spiritually. His hour for death
and His resurrection had not come, cf. John 7:30:8:20:12:23:13:1:16:32:17:1].

m o r e

e r s .
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A. Compare Jesus’ situation to all other children.

Even though Jesus lived and grew up as afleshly human being (John 1:14),
He was different in His spiritual purpose, because He had left heaven to bring His
Father’s will to earth (John6:38). This explains why at the age of twelve. He was
in the temple doing His Father’s business (Lk. 2:49). When Jesus told His mother
that His hour had not yet come. He was probably referring to His spiritual pur¬
pose. It seems that He was not ready at this point to show His divine ability to
perform miracles.

Jesus Wets not being rude to His mother, but as important as she was to Him,
His true mission to earth was to deliver the word of God, and to die on the cross
for the sins of world (Lk. 19:10). In this sense, Jesus was different from all other
children while growing up, and different when He became an adult

B. How did Mary’s conception by the Holy Spirit affect her think¬
ing about her Son?

From the moment that the angel aimounced to her that she would conceive
by the Holy Spirit and give birth to the Son of God (Lk. 2:35), she knew that her
Son was different. Not only was this conception amiracle, but it also involved
salvation to be offered to the whole human race.

Maiy' had watched her Son grow up in favor with God and men (Lk. 2:52),
and must have seen evidence on every hand that her conception by the Holy
Spirit had brought forth God’s Son. Surely, all the many things that had happened
during the years that Jesus grew up, proved, without adoubt, who He was, and
that He was God’s Son. Therefore, Mary must have understood what Jesus meant
when He said, “My hour has not yet come, ”better than anyone else.

lohn 2:5 His mother said to the servants, “Whatever He ^ys to you, do it”
[she had confidence in Jesus and His power to meet this need].

Example: Anative of the Congo prayed thus: “Dear Lord, you be the needle and
Iwill be the thread. You go first, and Iwill follow wherever you may lead!”
—Chr is t ian Wor ld Fac ts

A. How anxious are we to obey Jesus?

This is aquestion that must be seriously pondered by each person. How'ever,
be assured that the godly woman whose heart is adorned for God will

want to follow Jesus daily. Mary had no doubts about Jesus and what He would
w e c a n
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command them to do to provide for the guests. She knew that whatever He com¬
manded would be right!

Do we have this kind of confidence in Jesus? Are we willing to allow the
Father and His Son Jesus be the needle and us the thread ready to follow any¬
where? It is wondered how many limes we tail to do what we are capable of doing.
Perhaps it is because we fail to have full confidence in Jesus. How different our
lives would be if we would only do whatever He says for us to do.

B. Discuss the importance of humility in obedience.

The only way that we can successfully follow Jesus is to become His servant,
and one cannot be aservant without humility. James wrote. Humble yourselves in
the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up" (Jos. 4:10). Peter admonishes, "be
clothed with humility, for God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble ”(1
Pet. 5:5).

Therefore, heart adornment for the godly woman involves becoming ahumble
servant of righteousness. Paul thanked God that the Christians at Rome had be¬
come slaves or servants of righteousness (Rom. 6:18). This is important because
“God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble” (Jos. 4:6). Even though it
may sound contradictory, we become slaves for Jesus so that we can be set free. In
the words of Jesus, “For My yoke is easy and My burden is light" (ML 11:30).
“And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free” (John 8:32).

Quoting: “We are bom subjects, and to obey God is perfect liberty. He that
does this shall be free, safe, and happy.” —Seneca

A. How does one take apersonal obedience test?

This is done by looking honestly into our hearts to see if we are faithfully and
sincerely following the Lord. But it is not easy to turn our focus inward to self. We

comfortable examining others to determine whether or not they are obe¬
dient to the Lord. However, Paul emphasized the importance of apersonal obedi-

test when he commanded the Corinthian Christians, “Examine yourselves as

a r e m o r e

e n c e

to whether you are in the faith. Prove yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that—
Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you are disqualified” (2 Cor. 13:5).

Why is it so important to take this test? Without looking inward to see if we
right with God, it becomes easy to be satisfied with our lives without any _

improvement. We can become like the Pharisees who had aplank in their own
eyes. They were so concerned about trying to see the speck in their brother’s eye
that they were unaware of the plank in their own eye (Mt. 7:3). Jesus taught that ̂

a r e
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before they could clearly see the speck in their brother’s eye, they must remove
the plank.

Thus, the godly woman will want to look inwardly daily to make sure that
she is doing right Why? Because as aChristian she wants her heart adorned for
God. This is especially important when she has chosen the role of amother. She
then feels aresponsibility' for her own life, and the lives of her children.

2JQiilJj5 when Icall to remembrance [even apart from him, aflash back in
memory of Timothy’s life brought joy to Paul] the unfeigned [sincere] faith
that is in you, which dwelt first in your grandmother Lois, and your mother
Eunice, and Iam persuaded that is in you also [Paul preached to Timothy’s
home town on his first Journey, Acts 14:6,7;—on his second Journey, he chose
Timothy to join him in the ministry of the gospel. Acts 16:1-4],

A. How important are mothers and grandmothers as to
imparting faith to children?

God has given to mothers and grandmothers an awesome responsibility
because they have so much influence on their children. Yes, the father’s role is
important too, but each has aGod given responsibility. Timothy’s father was a
Greek (Acts 16:3), and evidently did not encourage Timothy’s spiritual life. How¬
ever, his mother and grandmother must have given their all to teach him about
faithfully serving God. After Paul spoke of the faith of grandmother Lois and
mother Eunice, he said of Timothy, “and Iam persuaded that is in you also ”(2
Jim. 1:5). Paul had no doubts alxtut the faith of Timothy, because he knew of the
faith of these two women.

As agodly woman, are you passing on your faith in God to your chil¬
dren? Do you continually remember what is important in life, and then do you
pass it on to them? Do you take every opportunity (regardless of how small) to
point your precious ones to God? Remember, the only way to instill faith in the
hearts of your children is to teach them God’s word, and then live it before them
in your life (Rom. 10:17). As they grow and mature throughout their lives, there
will be many things offered to turn them to the world, but when they have been
grounded in faith and truth, they will have an anchor to hold them securely.
When both true faith and hope in God are present, their souls will stand firmly
with an anchor “both sure and steadfast” (Heb. 6:19).

B. Discuss some ways that mothers can develop astronger
f a i t h t o w a r d G o d i n t h e i r c h i l d r e n .
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We have already learned that she must teach and live the word of God, but let
us now break this down into how she does this. First of all, she will go with her
children to all services of the church. As she increases her faith, she will make sure
that the same is happening to her children. The devil seems to whisper that it is not
important to attend all services of the church. This is done to take from the impor¬
tance of the services.

Faithfulness to all Bible classes and worship not only instruct and encourage
our children, but such sends them an important message. It tells them that God and
His way of life is the most important thing of all. This is the only way that they can
learn to seek the kingdom first (Mt. 6:33).

The godly mother will also teach her children at home the proper attitude of
faith. This will be accomplished by reading and studying the Bible together. Even
in this rushing modem times, she will look for opportunities to have special devo-
tionals. As they get older, it may not be possible to have one daily, but she will do
so as often as possible. This will not only keep them close to God’s word, but it
will afford opportunities to discuss the problems or potential problems in their
l ives .

Likewise, the godly mother whose heart is adorned for God will develop a
stronger faith in her children by living daily the example of Jesus before them.
This will not always be easy, because life can bring many stresses that try us. But
every effort will be made to show them Jesus even during the difficult times.

Quoting: “Children are what the mothers are; no fondest father’s fondest care
can so fashion the infant’s heart, or so shapie the life.” —Landor.
“Of all the rights of women, the greatest is to be amother.”
—Lin Yutang

A. Are mothers more effective with the help of fathers?

Yes, the godly mother needs the support of aChristian father to help her
develop faith in the hearts of her children. He needs to be the head of her family,
and the spiritual leader (Epk. 5:23; 6:4). Even though many godly mothers have
led their children alone in spiritual matters, this is not the way that God wants it.
Remember, the father who does not cany' out his God-given responsibility, dis¬
courages his children. When this is done, the mother’s work in leading her chil¬
dren to God becomes more difficult. The ideal situation is to have the father and
mother working together as ateam under the full leadership of God.

B. Discuss the importance of (Eph. 6:1-4).
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These verses from Paul are verj.’ important because they discuss the impor¬
tance of aChristian father. The first three verses remind children of their respon¬
sibility to their parents. They are commanded to obey and honor them in the
Lord. Then Paul turns to the father’s responsibility to his children.

First of all, he is not to provoke his children to wrath. Paul writes, “Fathers,
do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged” (Col. 3:21). This is
not to say that the children of agodly father will never become angry over his
decisions and demands. But even during those times when he must go against
their wishes, he will not provoke them to wrath or exasperation. How does the
Christian father avoid exasperation? He does so by bringing them up in the train¬
ing and instruction of the Lord.

Children are smarter than we give them credit. They know the difference
between aselfish, angry father, and one who is leading them in the pathways of
God. Therefore, as the head of his wife, the father needs to discharge his respon¬
sibilities as the spiritual leader of the home. The godly woman becomes even
more effective as amother when she has the help of agodly father. It is easier for
her to keep her heart adorned for God in her daily life.

John 19:26 When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple whom He
loved [John] standing by, He said to His mother, “Woman, behold your son!”
[here is John, your son].

lohn 19:27 Then He said to the disciple, [John] “Behold your mother!” [John,
here is your mother]. And from that hour [time] that disciple [John] took her
to his own home [Jesus was asking John to look after his mother like ason, and
John obeyed Him].

A. To what extent did Jesus respect His mother?

As we have observed earlier in this study, Jesus had adeep respect for His
mother even though her role was not as important as His spiritual mission on
earth. From ahuman standpoint. He must have loved and appreciated her. After
all, she had submitted to God to bring into flesh His only begotten Son with all
His glory (John 1:14).

Sometimes we assume that since Jesus was God’s Son, He did not need any
help from His parents, but this is not true. Mary and Joseph must have been
loving and caring parents as they led Jesus from birth to manhood. We are told
very little about the childhood of Jesus, but what we are told suggests that He had
caring parents.

Very early in His life when Jesus was threatened by Herod the evil king.
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Joseph arose and "took the young Child and His mother by night and departed for
Egypt” (Mt. 2:14). They stayed there until Herod was dead. Then to avoid Herod’s
evil son, for His protection, and to fulfill aprophecy, they took Jesus to Na?areth
(Mt. 2:22,23). "

At the age of twelve, they took Him to Jerusalem, and as they returned home,
they thought He was among relatives and acquaintances. However, it was discov¬
ered that He had been left in Jerusalem. They immediately returned, and His mother—
said to Him, "Son, why have You done this to us? Look, Your father and Ihave
sought You anxiously” (Lk. 2:48). Even though Jesus had agood reason that they
did not understand. He was about His Father’s business, this incident shows their ̂
love and concern for Him.

Now, the verses above where Jesus spoke to John and His mother, show just
how much He cared. He did not want to leave her without ason, and he asked John
to be ason to Mary, and for her to be amother to John. Therefore, we can conclude^
that Jesus, from ahuman standpoint, had adeep respect and love for His mother.
However, all earthly relationships had to take second place in the life of Jesus. On
one occasion while Jesus was teaching, it was told Him that His mother and broth- _

stood outside. Jesus asked, "Who is My mother and who are My brothers?”
After stretching out His hand toward His disciples. He answered this question.
“Here are My mother and My brothers! For whoever does the will of My Father in__
heaven is My brother and sister and mother” (Mt. 12:47-50).

Again, Jesus was not putting down His earthly family, but rather showing
that every’thing in His life on earth is secondary to doing His Father’s will. On
another occasion, Jesus taught, “If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his “
father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life
also, he cannot be My disciple” (Lk. 14:26). Certainly, Jesus did not mean hate in
an evil sense, because He taught that hating even one’s enemy is wrong (Mt. „
5:43,44). What is He saying? The answer seems to be found in what Jesus taught
later on in His ministry. “He who loves father or mother more than Me is not
worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of ̂
Me” (Mt. 10:37). “

This is w'hy Jesus calls upon all today who follow Him to love parents and all
other relatives less than they love Him. He wants your heart adorned with godli-

so that Jesus and His kingdom are first in your life, and then all other things —

e r s

n e s s

will be added (Mt. 6:33).

B. Discuss the difference between RESPECTING and WORSHIP- _
ING Mary.

When one searches all the teaching in the Bible, not one verse even gives
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”ahint that Mary should be worshiped. In fact, the verses that we have already
studied in looking at Jesus’ relationship to His mother, show that she should not
be worshiped. Jesus made every effort to respect her, but did not include wor-

“shiping her as apart of His Father’s will.
However, over the years there have been those who exalt Mary by mtik-

ing statues of her, and even praying through her name. This is adirect violation
_of the word of God. Only Jesus stands between Christians and God! Paul was

guided by the Holy Spirit to write, “For there is one God and one Mediator
between God and men, the Man Jesus Christ’’ (1 Tim. 2:5). As you can see, the
same verse that declares ONE God, declares ONE Mediator! If one Mediator can
be changed to two, then one God can be to two Gods.

Therefore, agodly woman will respect Mary for her role in bringing
God’s Son to earth, but she will never set her up as an object of worship. She will

—never allow anyone to take away from the worship of Jesus, God’s Son!

Example: Alittle boy who was told by his mother that it was God who makes
_ people good, replied, “Yes, Iknow it is God. But mothers help alot.” —Christian

G u a r d i a n

A . H o w a r e m o t h e r s c o - w o r k e r s w i t h G o d ?

Biblical history reveals that God has often used mothers to carry out His
plans. After sin was committed in the Garden of Eden, God promised that the
Seed of Woman would bruise the head of the serpent, the devil (Gen. 3:J5).
From that day forward, women were used to carry out this plan. When God made
apromise to Abraham, to bless all nations through his seed, Sarah was chosen to

^be the mother to give birth to Isaac.
In later years, awoman named Elizabeth was chosen to give birth to

John the Baptist who would prepare the way for Jesus. Awoman named Mary
was chosen to conceive by the Holy Spirit to bring the Son of God into the world.

“Therefore, mothers have had an important partnership with God.
Mothers today who have their hearts adorned with godliness can still be

important co-workers with God. This is done when she lives in such away that
—she shows her children that God is in her life. Many children have been influ¬

enced to be Christians because they saw the godly example of their mother.
As ageneral rule, the mother represents the first close acquaintance in

_their lives. She can have an influence that perhaps no other can ever have. By
living and teaching Jesus before her children, she becomes an important co-worker
wi th God .
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B. Are many mothers today too busy for their children?

Unfortunately, the answer to this question is yes. This is not the way that
it should be, but far too often it is true. Our lifestyle today with often the need for
two wage earners in the home, plus those who choose work to run from their
responsibilities, has caused millions of children to be neglected. Certainly the de¬
mands of each generation are different. However, the godly mother will make
every effort to survive without neglecting her children.

For the hours she must be away from her children, she will sacrifice to
make up for the sake of her children. It is afact, that children can handle many
difficult situations in life if they have the full love and guidance of their parents.
All of us have known families living in deep poverty, but the children grew up to
be faithful and dependable leaders in the church. It is not WHAT children have in
life, but WHO they have that makes the difference. Therefore, whether parents are
forced each day to be separated many hours from their children, or if they are with
them at all times, the important thing is not to neglect them. The heart adorned
woman for God will make every effort not to be too busy for her children.

C. Discuss how mothers can save or ruin anation.

It is atrue historical fact that women determine the moral standards of a
nation. This is certainly no compliment to men, but it is still true that he has often
allowed women to set the standards.

In the Old Testament, the first woman Eve, set the standard for her hus¬
band to sin. After she ate the forbidden fruit, “She also gave to her husband with
her, and he ate” (Gen. 3:6). Jezebel, recognized as the leading evil woman of the
Bible, influenced her husband Ahab and Israel to turn to Baal worship (1 Kings.
16:31-33).

God had promised ason to Abram by Sarai to begin aspecial nation, but
when Sarai became impatient, Abram allowed her to influence him. “So Sarai
said to Abrani, ‘See now, the Lord has restrained me from bearing children. Please,
go in to my maid; perhaps Ishall obtain children by her. ”How did Abram re¬
spond? “And Abram heeded the voice of Sarai” (Gen. 16:2).

Even in the New Testament age, where women as awhole were not given
their rights, they were able to have atremendous influence for good. Consider
such women as Elizabeth, the mother of John, Mary the mother of Jesus, Mary and
Martha, Mary Magdalene, Priscilla, Phoebe, and many others. They had such an
important part in the birth and spread of Christianity.

We can conclude, then, that the godly woman recognizes her influence as
aChristian mother on her family and nation. Thus, with God’s guidance, she makes
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every effort to set forth apositive influence for good. Like the ideal virtuous
woman of Proverbs 31. she does her best for God, her family, and others. When
she joins together with all other mothers of anation, she has apart in saving her
nation from immorality and ruin.
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APrecious Mother -Puzzle Ten

D O W N

1Another word for happy (Ps. 113:9)
2Something brought to amother (Gen.

30:14)
4Something used to describe amother

(Ezk. 19:10)
5Where parents are to be Eph. 6:1)
8Afamous mother (2 Tim. 1:5)

10 What achild can bring to its mother
(Prov. 29:15)

13 Who are to be exhorted as mothers
( l T i m . 5 : 2 N K J V ) .

A C R O S S

1Amother mentions what her son will
be named (Lk. 1:60)

2Mother of John Mark (Acts 12:12)
3What ason must keep as to his father

(Prov. 6:20 NKJV)
6Eve was the mother of someone

(Gen. 3:20)
7An obligation of children to parents

(Col. 3:20)
9Something ason must not forsake

(Prov. 1:8)
11 Aman who made amother happy

(1 Kings 17:23)
12 Where afaithful mother stood (John

19:25)
14 Aplace from which to be bom (John

3 : 4 )
15 One close to Samuel (1 Sam.

2:19) .
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Memory Verse; “For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God
(Col. 3:3).

' 9 9

Expository Verses

Eph. 2:5 even when we were dead in sins, [He loved the unlovable, Rom. 5:8]
has made us alive together with Christ, [just as God made Jesus alive after His
physical death, so God makes Christians alive from the death of sin, Rom. 5:6;
6:4,5] by grace [by whose grace—an unmerited and unearned favor] you are
saved, [obedience prepares the heart to receive grace for salvation, vs. 8: Titus
2:11,12].

A. How is one dead in sin before becoming aChristian?

To answer this question, we need to remember that sin means “missing
God’s mark.” From the beginning, God told Adam and Eve that if they ate fruit
from the forbidden tree, they would die. After they both ate, they fully recog¬
nized that they had lost the TREE OF LIFE, and had found the TREE OF DEATH.
From that day forvrard, the wages of sin is death (Rom. 6:23).

Therefore, the only hope of life for anyone in all centuries of time is to
be made alive together with Christ. Instead of being dead IN sin, one must be¬
come dead TO sin! Why is death, the wages of sin, so destructive? Because the
word death means separation. "But your iniquities have separated you from your
God; and your sins have hidden His face from you, so that He will not hear” (Isa.
59:2; cf. Jos. 2:26). Thus, those who are dead in sin are separated from God and
lost before becoming aChristian.

B. How docs grace save the one who is lost in sin?

The definition to the word grace answers this question. The one lost in
sin does not deserve salvation, nor can he or she do enough good works to earn it.
Therefore, the need for salvation is an unmerited and unearned favor from God.
This is the meaning of grace!

Grace becomes even more precious when we consider that this needed
gift came out of love from God to those who were unlovable. Thase who are dead
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in sin deserve to remain DEAD forever, but the love of God wants them to be “
ALIVE forever! We can conclude then, that in every possible way that grace is
considered, it is an essential gift from God. “For by grace you have been saved
through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God” (Eph. 2:8). —

Even though grace is agift from God that cannot be earned, the gift must
be accepted by faith. What kind of faith makes the gift possible? The kind of faith
that reaches out in obedience to receive it on God’s terms. Will those with adead,
inactive faith receive the gift? No, because God requires acommitment on the part
of the sinner. After Paul wrote that “the grace of God that brings salvation has
appeared to all men, ”he added, "teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age "(Titus
2:11,12). Paul is saying that those who receive this precious gift of salvation must
DENY certain things, and must LIVE acertain way. Does this earn salvation?
Certain not! But it is the reaching out in obedience to receive it the way that God —
demands .

Among the most precious treasures of the godly woman, is the gift of
grace in her life. This helps her to live alife of appreciation toward God as she
serves and makes every effort to lead her family and others to do the same.

Epht 2;^ and has raised us [Christians] up together, and made us sit together
in heavenly places in Christ Jesus, [Paul uses the beautiful figure of the resurrec¬
tion and ascension to illustrate what God has done for sinful man, Eph. 1:20].

A. What comes to your mind with the word Christian?

The first thing that should come to our minds is Christ. As apenitent
believer, just before putting on Jesus in baptism, an all important confession is
made. “I believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.” This is the belief from ”
the heart that guides one’s life as aChristian. It is one way of saying that Iam now
denying myself and taking up my cross daily to follow Jesus (Lk. 9:23). It means
that from this day forward Ibelong to Jesus. “

The word Christian should also suggest that one is ready to wear the
name of Jesus. This is true whether there is persecution or peace, whether one is in
the majority or minority, or whether the name is accepted by others or rejected. _

When we think of the word Christian, we should be reminded that we
now have an eternal brother in Jesus, because Christians are children of God. What
does this mean? It means that, along with Jesus, we are among the heirs who will
inherit eternal blessings from God. “The Spirit Himself bears witness with our
spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and
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“ joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified
together” (Rom. 8:16,17). This is both love and honor from God. “Behold what
manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children

— o f G o d ! ” ( l J o h n 3 : l ) .

B. Discuss the meaning of the two parts of the word Christian:
(1) Christ (2) ian.

One cannot say the word Christian without saying Christ. Those who
choose to remove the word Christ from this word, destroy its meaning. When

“(ian) is added to the word Christ, it means belonging to Christ. From the moment
that Paul obeyed Jesus to become aChristian, he belonged to Him. To the
Philippians he wrote, "For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain” (Phil.

— 1 : 2 1 ) .
There are tho^ who call themselves Christians who do not belong to

Christ. The true Christians back up their words by actions. We must not only SAY
_that we are Christians, but we must LIVE as Christians. Each godly woman who

has her heart adorned for God will show by her life that she belongs to Jesus.
Those who see her life will have no doubts.

C. What did Paul mean when he said that he had been crucified
with Christ? (Gal. 2:20).

— To better understand this statement written to the Galatians, please read
all of the passage. "I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer 1who live,
but Christ lives in me; and the life which Inow live in the flesh Ilive by faith in the

_ Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me” (Gal. 2:20). To Paul, being
” a Christian meant that Christ had taken over his full life. Every breath that he

breathed was for Jesus.

Yes, there were other things in Paul’s life, but they were considered as
—nothing compared to Jesus and His gospel. Paul was fully committed to his Lord.

“But indeed 1also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of
Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom 1have suffered the loss of all things, and count

«them as rubbish, that 1may gain Christ” (Phil. 3:8).
Thus, the goal of every godly woman (man) should be total commit¬

ment, and we should be able to say with Paul, “I am crucified with Christ. ”

Quoting: “The only way to realize that we are God’s children is to let Christ
lead us to our Father.” —Phimps Brooks.
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“The Christian life is not merely knowing or hearing, but doing the will of Christ.”
—F.W. Rober tson .

“Faith makes, life faoves, trials confirm, and death crowns the Christian.” —Hopfner

A. Can one be aChristian without following Jesus?

Those who have studied Christianity know that it is adoing religion. In
fact, there is no other way to enter the kingdom without doing God’s will. In the “
words of Jesus, “Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the king¬
dom of heaven, but he who DOES the will of My Father in heaven” (Mt. 7:21).
“But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord, ’and do not DO the things which Isay? ”—
(Lk. 6:46).

It is not uncommon to meet those today who believe that DOING is not a
part of Christianity. For example, they even teach “faith only” in becoming aChris-^
tian. The sinner is taught that there is nothing that he or she can do. Then there are
those who believe that once you become aChristian, there is still nothing to do.

Please observe, both of these concepts are in direct conflict with the teach¬
ing of God’s word. Even though the sinner cannot DO anything to earn salvation “
(it is agift from God) he or she must prepare their heart to receive the gift. For
God’s precious gift of grace will not be given to aheart that will not believe, that
will not repent and turn, that will not confess Jesus to be the Christ, and will not «
obey Jesus in baptism (Mk. 16:15; Acts 2:38; Mt. 10:32; Acts 22:16).

After becoming aChristian, there is aspecial life to live. The New Testa¬
ment describes the Christian life as being filled with many activities. One cannot _
study the teachings of Jesus and others without learning about the many good
works to be carried out in our lives. Jesus was concerned about the sick, the de¬
pressed, the deprived, the bereaved, and the lost, and He wants those who follow
Him to show the same concern. “

Can you imagine agodly woman whose heart is adorned for the Lx>rd not
being involved in good works for Jesus? Can you even imagine such aperson not
wanting to be involved? “

B. Discuss Jesus being the ONLY way to the Father (John 14:6).

In John 14:6, not only does Jesus declare Himself to be the WAY, the
truth, and the life, but He announces that He is the only way to the Father. With this

statement, Jesus shows that all other claims and ways to the Father are false.
The only hope of any person lost in sin, is to reach the forgiving Father.

In the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve represented the whole human race, and they
spiritually cut themselves off from God when they sinned. It all comes down to

o n e



11 5

"this, there must be areturn to God, or face death forever. The mission of Jesus to
earth was to seek and save the lost (Uc. 19:10). How was this to be done? The
cross. His sacrifice in death, was designed to provide away for siimers to reach

— G o d .

Now, without the forgiving blood of Jesus, there can NEVER be for¬
giveness, and without forgiveness, one can never return to God. Therefore, it
becomes obvious to see that the only hope of salvation is found in Jesus. There is
absolutely no other way to reach the Father. This is why the godly woman gives
her all to Jesus, and makes every effort to share Him with others.

C. Discuss faith, life, trials, and death in the last quote by Hopfher,
page 114.

— It is true that all must begin with faith, because faith makes us ahearer
and doer. There were those in Jesus’ day who heard His powerful words, but
turned away without doing them. Jesus taught that these were foolishly building

_their houses on the sand (Mt. 7:26,27). There is absolutely no way that one can
please God without faith, and the faith that pleases God is adoing faith.

In Hebrews 11, we have God’s Hall of Faith of the faithful, reaching
back through the Old Testament. Why were they there? They demonstrated their

“faith to God by DOING what He commanded. There is placed between some of
these great ones of faith, these words: “But without faith it is impossible to please
Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is arewarder

— of those who diligently seek Him ”(Heb. 11:6).
When one considers the thought that life proves, (see the quote) it is

another way of saying that faith is being lived. It seems easy for some to speak of
t̂heir faith, but the real test is when we look at their lives. James taught the impor¬

tance of life proving faith, when he wrote, “But someone will say, ‘You have
faith, and Ifuive works. ’Show me your faith without your works, and Iwill show
you my faith by my works” (Jos. 2:18).

“ The characters of the faith chapter, Hebrews eleven, proved their faith
by the way they lived for God. Their lives were full of walking, building, moving,
obeying, and living out God’s commands.

— Then trials confirm just how strong we are spiritually. This represents a
test for our faith. It is like gold that is placed in the fire where the impurities are
removed and the true gold is revealed. The apostle Peter writes of those who had
been distressed by various trials, “that the genuineness of your faith, being much
more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to
praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 1:7).

Trials also confirm our patience in God and His will. “My brethren.
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count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that the testing of your
faith produces patience. But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be
perfect and complete, lacking nothing" (Jos. 1:2-4). So many godly women are
loaded with health problems, but this does not keep them from faithfully serving
the Lord. As they patiently bear their burdens, they help others to dedicate their
hearts to God.

Finally, death crowns the Christian. All who are godly and faithl'ul are _
running in the Christian race to win the crown of life. If you have ever wondered
how Paul could fight the good fight of faith, and how he could endure every hard¬
ship that life could offer him, it was because he wanted to be found in Jesus and
win the crown of life. Near the end of his life, he was able to write to Timothy, “I “
have fought the good fight, Ihave finished the race, 1have kept the faith. Finally,
there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
Judge, will give me on that Day, and not to me only but abo to all who have loved^
Hb appearing" (2 Tim. 4:7,8).

Thus, the godly woman whose heart is adorned for God, is making prepa¬
ration daily to win this crown. Earthly crowns will become old and finally fade
away, but not so with the crown of righteousness. For you see, it is acrown given
by Jesus who is eternal. James writes of the faitfaful, ‘for when he has been proved,
he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love
Him" (Jos. 1:12). Peter promises the faithful elders and shepherds of the flock that —
"when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does
not fade away" (1 Pet. 5:4).

1lohn 3:2 Beloved, now [as Christians on earth] we are the sons [children] of
God; [vs. 1] and it has not yet appeared [been made known] what we shall be,
[in the future life—when with our heavenly Father, 1Cor. 3:9] but we know that
when He shall appear, [Jesus at His second coming, 2Thes. 1:7] we shall be like
Him, [Phil. 3:20,21;—what more should any Christian want!] for we shall see
Him as He is [cf. Rom. 8:29; 2Cor. 3:18].

A. How are Christians like Jesus now?

In the above Scripture, John refers to those who are Christians are now,
and what they shall be at His return. As ageneral rule, we can conclude that true
Christians are like Jesus NOW and THEN! Who is Jesus now? He is God’s Son
and heir. Doesn’t the Bible teach that Christians are those who have been bom
again of water and the Spirit {John 3:3,5), and have become joint heirs with Christ?
(Rom. 8:17). Jesus is described as being the High Priest of the New Testament
(Heb. 8:1), and Christians are called priests. In Peter's first book, he reminds some
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Christians, "you are being built up aspiritual house, aholy priesthood, to offer
up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ" (1 Pet. 2:5; cf.
Rom. 12:1).

But Christians are also like Jesus by the way they live and die. They live
the same principles that He taught which are approved by the Father. Jesus died
in faithfulness to His Father, and Christians must do the same. Therefore, the goal
of every godly person, man or woman, is to put on Jesus through faith and bap¬
tism (Gal. 3:26,27), and to reflect His light in their life and in death. This repre¬
sents the world’s most important goal in life.

B. How does being like Him now compare to being like Him at
H i s r e t u r n ?

The apostle John makes it clear that we caimot specifically know what
we shall be when He appears, because it has not yet been made known. However,
there is one thing for sure, when He appears, we will be like Him. Certainly we
do not know about the characteristics of aspiritual body since we have never seen
one. We just know that we will have aspiritual body. Paul was guided to write on
this subject, "So also is the resurrection of the dead. The body is sown in corrup¬
tion, it is raised in incorruption. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is
sown in weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown anatural body, it is raised a
spiritual body. There is anatural body, and there is aspiritual body” (1 Cor.
15:42-44). Therefore this physical body that is subject to death and decay will be
changed (I Cor. 15:50-54).

Now, please learn that if we are not like Jesus now, we won’t be like
Him then. If we don’t serve Him here, we will be cast from Him there. While on
earth, we are either children of God or children of the devil. All eternal blessings
and life begin in Jesus here on earth. The apostle of love writes, "And this is the
testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son” (1 John
5:11).

There is an eternal longing in the heart of every godly woman who has
adorned her heart for God, to experience eternal life now, and throughout all
eternity.

Example: Over the years, ships that cross the great oceans have been equipped
with special compasses that cannot be affected by the metal of the ship or iron ore
in various islands. They always point accurately to the north. To be atrue Chris¬
tian, we must always point our lives to Jesus, and we will never go wrong.

A. Discuss how Jesus is the true compass.
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Those who are familiar with acompass know that it operates by being
drawn to amagnet toward the north. Compasses are able to guide great ships across
many oceans because they are always drawn toward this direction. This northern —
drawing power is so great that all other metals are ignored along the way.

Jesus described Himself as being such aspiritual compass to reach God,
The devil tried to distort His draw'ing power by tempting Him in the wilderness, _
but he failed. Jesus, as God’s Son, never took His vision off of His Father and His
will on earth. Since Jesus was able to remain true to His Father under all the con¬
trary winds of life. He can surely guide our lives today.

It is likewise true that the godly woman allows Jesus to draw her life to “
the Father. Yes, there are many other things along the way that try to draw her from
the true course, but her focus remains on Jesus, the true compass. By following
Him, she can never go wrong. "

B. How does the cross of Jesus draw others to Him?

The cross of Christ has such drawing power because Jesus promised it.
In fact, this special drawing power was an important part of the cross. Jesus prom¬
ised, “And 1, if Iam lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to Myself” (John
12:32). When the enemy lifted the body of Jesus up, suspended between heaven “
and earth in sacrifice, Jesus had the power to draw them to God. Even the shape of
the cross can illustrate His important work. The cross beam where they nailed His
arms and hands pointed in opposite directions, and can signify that the blood of —
Jesus reached back to the past, and forward into the future. The vertical beam
placed downward into the earth, also reached upward toward heaven. Thus, Jesus’
death made it possible for sinful man on earth to become friends with God. _

Because of the cross, Jesus can invite sinners to Himself. False religions
of the world point people to someone else, but Jesus invites them to come to Him.
“Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and Iwill give you rest”
(ML The call of Jesus was “Follow Me” (ML 16:24).Beeeaxse of Xhsdrdw- “
ing power of the cross, only Jesus could say. “lam the way, the truth, and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through Me” (John 14:6).

When Jesus instructed Nicodemus about the new birth, He used the Old .
Testament example of Moses lifting up the bronze serpent in the wilderness to heal
those who had been bitten by fiery serpents. “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in
the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man he lifted up, that whoever believes in ̂
Him should not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:14,15).

Therefore, the womcui whose heart is adorned with godliness recognizes
Jesus and His death as her only hope of salvation. Not only does she look back to
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the cross to become aChristian, but it is the drawing force in her daily life as she
lives for the Lord.

Oal. 2:201 am [have been] crucified with Christ: [Rom. 6:6] nevertheless I
live; [he died to sin, was buried and raised through baptism to walk in anew life,
Rom. 6:1-5] yet not I, but Christ lives in me; [Rom. 6:8-11] and the life which
Inow live in the flesh [his daily physical life] Ilive by faith in the Son of God,
[Rom. 10:10;—his daily steps are motivated and directed by faith in Jesus] who
loved [Greek: agapao] me, and gave Himself for me [2 Cor. 5:15: cf. John
3:16:1 John 3:16].

Gal. 5:24 And those who are Christ’s have crucifled the flesh [Rom. 6:6: Col.
3:9:1 Pet. 2:1] with the affections [its passions] and lusts [desires].

A. What is involved in being crucified with Christ?

It is wonderful to learn about the salvation that Jesus purchased when
He was lifted on the cross. The scene of the cross becomes even more spectacu¬
lar when one recognizes that Jesus died for all. However, it is also true that only
afew, compared to many, will allow Him to draw them for salvation (Mt. 7:13,14).
There is asense in which Jesus calls upon those who are saved to be crucified
with Him. The question to be answered is, what does being crucified with Jesus
i n v o l v e .

First of ail, it involves dying to sin. Paul asks, “'How shall we who died
to sin live any longer in it?” (Rom. 6:2). Thus, the ones who are crucified with
Jesus, believe in Him to the point of repentance. They change their hearts and
minds to the point of turning their walk in the opposite direction from the world.

What does this involve? They put to death the sinful deeds of their
bodies, and then use the members of their bodies as instruments of righteous-

Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication,
uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry ”(Col. 3:5).
“For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to
death the deeds of the body, you will live” (Rom. 8:13).

After confessing their faith that Jesus is the Christ the Son of God, they
put Him on in baptism for the forgiveness of sin, so that they can arise from
baptism to w’alk in anew life (Rom. 6:4; Acts 2:38; 2Cor. 5:17; Gal. 3:26,27).

The above obedience is the beginning of Christianity for the godly
With full heart adornment, she shows by her daily life that she has been

n e s s .

w o m a n ,

crucified with Christ. Her body is fully dedicated to being aservant of Jesus. She
continues to say no to the world with its allurement, and says yes to Jesus.
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B. How do those who are crucified with Christ walk?

The figure of walking is used in the Bible to illustrate one’s daily life. For
example, John calls upon Christians to “walk in the light aHe is in the light” (1
John 1:7). This is the way that Christians are to walk when they are crucified with
J e s u s .

The way that Jesus walked was in the pathway of righteousness. He
avoided all the evil and darkness of the world, and made every effort to call others
out of darkness. Why? Because Jesus knew that sin and darkness belong to the
devil. Therefore, after Jesus announced Himself as the light of the world. He said,
“He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life” (John
8:12).

The apostle Paul reminded the Ephesian Christians, “For you were once _
darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light” (Eph. 5:8).
Thus, from the moment agodly woman adorns her heart for the Lord, she dedi¬
cates her life to following the Light. Her goal in life is to let her light shine before ̂

so she can glorify her Father in heaven (Mt. 5:16).m e n

C. Discuss what it means to crucify the flesh.

The word flesh is often used in the Bible to describe the sinful things
practiced by the body. God gave to all certain natural appetites, but when such
desires are abused, they become unlawful desires and thus, sins of the flesh. When_
John summed up all the evil aspects of the world, he wrote, “For all that is in the
world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the
Father but is of the world” (1 John 2:16). When Paul defined the works of the ̂
flesh, he named such things as murder, adultery, hatred, and drunkenness (Gal.
5:19-21).

When Paul said he was crucified, he must have been teaching, among
other things, that he had put to death the fleshly practices in his life. When one
repents of sin and becomes aChristian today, he or she puts to death the fleshly
practices. For there is no way to live for Jesus while following the lust of the flesh.
“For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you PUT TO
DEATH the deeds of the body, you will live" (Rom. 8:13).

Paul wrote in his letter to the Colossians that when they became Chris¬
tians, they died, and their life became hidden with Christ in God. “Hierefore put to
death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion,
evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.” Why, Paul? “Because of these
things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience” (Col. 3:5,6).
Yes, they had walked in these things before conversion, but now, Paul tells them.
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“you have put off the old man with his deeds, and have put on the new man who is
renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him” (Col.
3:9,10).

Now, the temptation of the flesh may come to godly women, but they
say no to them because they have crucified the flesh along with its sinful deeds.

When Paul wrote the Christians at Corinth, he compared their lives BE¬
FORE and AFTER obeying Christ. “And such were some of you, but you were
washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord
Jesus and by the Spirit of our God” (1 Cor. 6:11). The godly woman knows that
she cannot follow the flesh and be faithful to Jesus. Therefore, she puts to death
the flesh.

Quoting: “If aman cannot be aChristian in the place where he is, he cannot be
aChristian anywhere” —Henry Ward Beecher.
“Christianity does not remove you from the world and its problems; it makes you
fit to live in it, triumphantly and usefully” —Charles Templeton.
“Christianity is abattle, not adream” —Wendell Phillips

A. Why can’t Christianity be turned “On” and “Off?”

Christianity is adistinct way of life, and it is opposite to the sinful world.
When we turn Christianity off in our lives, we begin living for the devil. There is
not amiddle ground. Jesus described only one of two ways that all humanity is
following—either the narrow way leading to life, or the broad way leading to
destruction (Mt. 7:13,14).

Some who have turned aside from Christ have repented and returned,
but unfortunately, the majority never return. They harden their hearts to the point
of no return, and it becomes impossible to renew them. These “crucify again for
themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame” (Heb. 6:4-6).

The godly woman is aware of this, and makes every effort to keep her
heart adorned for God. For she recognizes the truth of Jesus’ statement, “He who
is not with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me scatters abroad"
(Mt. 12:30). The moment that one turns from God, is the moment that the devil is
there to take over. Therefore we must never, in the words of Paul, “give place to
the devil" (Eph. 4:27).

B. How does Christianity help one live in this sinful world?

There have been those in all generations who have come to the conclu¬
sion that it is impossible to be aChristian and live around those who are not
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Christians. Some have moved away from society, and made an effort to isolate
themselves. However, they seem to forget that Jesus lived in aworld steeped with
sin, and even sat down to eat with sinners (Mt. 9:11). He did not do this to partake
of their evil ways, but to be aphysician to them. There is adifference in being OF
the world, and IN the world. Jesus wrote to one of the seven churches of Asia and
praised them for their faithfulness. He said, “1 know your works, and where you
dwell, where Satan’s throne is. And you hold fast to My name... ”(Rev. 2:13).

When Jesus left His disciples behind to return to His Father, He sent
them out to asinful world. “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every
creature” (Mk. 16:15). He didn’t tell them to stay away from the whole world, but
to go to the world with the saving gospel. In Christ’s beautiful prayer for His
disciples, He prayed, “As You sent Me into the world, 1also have sent them into the
world... Jdo not pray that You would take them out of the world, but that You
should keep them from the evil one. They are not of the world, just as 1am not of
the world” (John 17:15,16,18).

This is the kind of attitude that helps the godly woman live in asinful
world, but still dedicates and adorns her heart to the Lord. Her daily task is to be
LESS tike the world, and MORE like Jesus, for she realizes that if she loves the
world and the things of the world, the love of the Father would not be in her (1
John 2:15). She believes the words of James, “Whoever therefore wants to be a
Jriend of the world makes himself an enemy of God” (Jos. 4:4).

C. Discuss from the last quote, page 121, the difference between a
b a t t l e a n d a d r e a m .

Even though we must live in aworld that surrounds us with sin, we are
not to sit back without afight. It is so easy to sit back and dream of Satan and all
sin being defeated, but this will fail. God’s word teaches that there is abattle to be
fought! Paul commanded Timothy, “Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eter¬
nal life, to which you were also called and have confessed the good confession in
the presence of many witnesses” (1 Tim. 6:12). This young man of faith had no ““
time for dreaming to win battles, because he was too busy fighting.

Paul called upon the Ephesian Christians to “Put on the whole armor of
God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil” (Eph. 6:11). To _
win the fight, they needed abreastplate of righteousness, the gospel of peace, the
shield of faith, (he helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God. With these, along with prayer and being watchful to the end, Paul
believed that they would win.

This same armor is used by godly women today. In fact, these same prin-
ples are used as she adorns her heart for God. She realizes that she must fightc i
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daily against the devil and sin, and by engaging herself in battle, Gcxl will help
her win. Yes, it is all right for her to dream of victory, but for her dreams to come
true, she must fight the battle. Then when she comes to the end of her life, like
Paul, God will give her the victory crown.

“Ihave fought the good fight, Ihave finished the race, Ihave kept the
faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord,
the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to
all who have loved His appearing” (2 Tim. 4:7,8).
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ATrue Ch r i s t i an -Puzz le E leven

A C R O S S

3The kind of man crucified (Rom.
D O W N

1Jesus is this among many brethren
(Rom. 8:29)

2Something Jesus will do before the
Father (Mt. 10:32)

5These will accompany Jesus (2
Thes. 1:7)

7Essential for being converted
(Acts 3:19)

8Christians compared to what
farmers use (1 Cor. 3:9 NKJV)

10 The way into Christ (Gal. 3:27)
13 The first of three things describing

Jesus (John 14:6).

6:6)
4What Jesus said He would do (John

12:32)
6What one must be willing to do as a

Christian (1 Pet. 4:16)
9Special places in Christ (Eph. 2:6)
11 An essential to please God (Hcb.

11:6)
12 Something pure needed for growth

(1 Pet 2:2)
14 Asalvation gift (Titus 2:11)
15 Something done for sinners (Rom.

5:8).
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Lesson 12

Memory Verse; “For as he thinks in his heart, so is he’’ (Prov. 23:7).

Expository Verses

Matt. 15:18 “But those things which proceed out of the mouth come forth
from the heart, [the inner person, emotions, and feelings, capable of love, sin¬
cerity, and faithfulness] and they defile [make unclean] aman.

Matt. 15:19 For out of the heart [the inner person, emotions, and feelings, ca¬
pable of love, sincerity, and faithfulness] proceed [come forth] evil thoughts,
[the source of all committed evils, Gen. 6:5; 8:21] murders, [the purposeful tak¬
ing of human lives with malice] adulteries,[those who have or lust for an unlaw¬
ful sexual relationship with the spouse of another] fornications, [sexual immo¬
rality] thefts, [stealing from others, motivated by covetousness, Mk. 7:22] false
witness, [one who lies against another by giving false testimony, by concealing
the truth] blasphemies [injurious speech, especially against God].

Matt. 15:20 These are the things which defile [make unclean] aman: [Mark
adds: covetousness, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, an evil eye, pride, fool¬
ishness, Mk. 7:22] but to eat with unwashed hands [as the Pharisees teach]
d e fl i e s n o t a m a n .9 9

A. Character “One’s moral strength.” —Webster. What does this
definition suggest?

Since we as human beings are made of two parts, the outward and the
inward—body and spirit, each has its own strength. The world often admires
those with astrong healthy body. This is certainly ablessing, but there is some¬
thing that is more beautiful to God.

When Samuel was selecting aking from the sons of Jesse, he thought
Eliab was the one because of his physical appearance, but God refused this man.
“But the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do not look at his appearance or at the height oj
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his stature, because /have refused him. For the Lord does not see as man sees; for
man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart’ “(1 Sam.
16:7).

Therefore, one’s character represents strength from within, and aheart —
that is morally strong and pure. How many times have we judged someone by their
outward circumstance? Have you ever met someone who was not too physically
attractive, and came up with the wrong impression about them? Then later when ̂
you got to know them, they became beautiful? What happened? Later on you were
able to see the beautiful character of that person.

How do we meet the inner person of astranger? We do so by observing
the way they talk and die way they live. It takes only moments to physically meet *
someone, but it takes much longer to know them. When we are introduced, we
often respond, “It is good to know you.” But how can we know them when we
have just met them? To know them we must listen to what comes out of their ^
mouth and heart. We must see the reflection of what they think about. They may
hide what is inside for atime, but not for long! For what one thinks about will
show what she (he) is. _ _

This must be what Peter had in mind for godly women when he wrote,
“Do not let your beauty be that outward adorning of arranging the hair, of wear¬
ing gold, or of putting on fine apparel; but let it be the hidden person of the heart,
with the incorruptible ornament of agentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious *
in the sight of God” (1 Pet. 3:3,4). This is the kind of moral strength that every
godly woman seeks.

B. Discuss the inner person as to good and evil.

Unfortunately, the same heart that is capable of thinking good can also
think evil, and the majority of the world use their hearts for evil. This has been so
since the early years of the human race. Why did God destroy the whole human
race, except for eight souls, in Noah’s day? The answer is summed up in these
words. “Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and “
tfmt every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually ”(Gen. 6:5).
They evidently refused the preaching of righteousness by Noah, because they were
too busy thinking and practicing evil things. _

One of the things going for the godly woman is that her heart is adorned
for God. This means that she makes every effort to keep evil out of her heart. Yes,
evil things pop into her mind from time to time, but she runs them out. Her goal is
to think on things that are pure and good. ^

C. Can we determine the k ind of character that we have?
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What is the source of all our sins? Well, the devil is the father of sin, but
on apersonal level, our sins begin in our hearts. When Jesus mentioned the evil
things that come out of the heart, he began with EVILTHOUGHTS (Mt. 15:19).
Therefore, we are what we think about each day, and we can determine whether
our character is good or evil by controlling our thoughts. Listen to Solomon’s
summation of man: “For as he thinks in his heart, so is he” (Prov. 23:7).

When many go wrong and dissipate their lives in sin, they make every
effort to blame others. They point to their parents, early home life, and getting in
the wrong crowd. Who would deny that these and other negative influence are
harmful. However, each individual has achoice! One can respond to evil, and
allow such things to invade his or her mind, or the choice can be made to think
about good things. Certainly the battle against sin is more difficult in an evil
environment, but many have won.

Most of us have known families where all grew up in the same evil
influence, and all went wrong except one. What was the difference? The one
chose thoughts of doing right while the others chose sin. Even the devil with all
his power of darkness cannot force anyone to sin. His power is in tempting and
making every effort to see that one is drawn away by his own desires and enticed
{Jos. 1:13,14). But his success comes ONLY when we yield. Therefore, all have
achoice between God and the devil. “Resist the devil and he will flee from you.
Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sin¬
ners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded” (Jos. 4:8).

The godly woman has made her choice. She has chosen to keep evil
from her heart, and to fill it with the many good and righteous things pertaining to
God. For she knows that the fuller her heart is with God’s will, the less room there
will be for thoughts of evil. This will certainly mould and shape her character for
God, as her inward person is adorned with righteousness.

Quoting: “Character is what you are in the dark” —D. Moody
“Let us not say. Every man is the architect of his own fortune: but let us say.
Every man is the architect of his own character”. —George Boardman

A. Docs t rue charac ter r i se above a l l c i rcumstances?

The answer to this question is yes, because it has been done by many in
all generations of time. In the Old Testament, Joseph was different from his broth¬
ers, and they did everything imaginable to make him bitter and full of hate. How¬
ever, after all the pain they had brought into his life, what was his attitude? He
said to his brothers, “do not therefore be grieved or angry with yourselves be-
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came you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life ”(Gen. 45:5).
Joseph could have allowed the evil circumstances to make him BITTER, but he
chose rather to become BETTER.

The perfect example of true character rising above all circumstances is —
found in Jesus. The events of what happened to Him before the cross and while He
was on the cross, are more cruel than we can imagine. The evil and depraved side
of the human race was culminated in this event. There was hatred, jealousy, un- __
kindness, physical abuse, pain, and mockery. But the more they placed Jesus through
persecution, the brighter His character showed itself pure. What was in His heart
during all this torture and pain? There was love and forgiveness! Listen to His
words on the cross. “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do ”(Uc. “
23:34).

Thus, the godly woman knows that true character can rise above all other
circumstances, and this motivates her to make every effort to live daily like Jesus.
Her goal for building true character is found in the words of asong, “Let the
beauty of Jesus be seen in me.”

B. Discuss how each person is the architect of her (his) own
c h a r a c t e r .

God has made all of us as human beings, and has given us an eternal soul
made in His image (Gen. 1:26,27). But God also created us with the ability to
choose between right and wrong. Our minds can think and choose evil or they can
think and choose good. When one’s heart is determined to serve God, there are no
circumstances in life that can prevent true character.

As we train our children and grandchildren, we must not just teach them
the difference between what is right and wrong, but we must instill in them the
desire to build acharacter that rellects good. They need to know that they are also
responsible for the kind of life that they build. How do we teach them this kind of
responsibility?

First of all, we must set before them agood role model, by letting them
see true Christian character in our lives. This will then provide an opportunity to
teach the principles of Jesus that is capable of building their character. Even though
we must be stem and guide them, we must always look for opportunities to teach _
them personal responsibility. When all of these are combined, they will be able to
develop their character for God.

Be assured that the godly woman can be very forcible in building tme ̂
character in others. With her heart adorned for God, she is able to lead the way for
o t h e r s .
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PhH, 4;$ Finally, brethren, [will give some final counsel] whatever things
true, [things that are true are associated with God and fully acceptable to Him]
whatever things are honest, [noble, honorable, 2Cor. 8;21] whatever things
are just, [right between fellowmen] whatever things are pure, [chaste—God is
pure and loves apure heart, Mt. 5:8: Jas. 3:17: cf. 1Tim. 5:2: 1John 3:3] what¬
ever things are lovely, [Greek: prosphdes—dear to anyone—love has this char¬
acteristic, 1Cor. 13] whatever things are of good report, [admirable by even
those outside of Christ—principles as courtesy, kindness, obedience to parents,
and purity between brothers and sisters, cf. Col. 4:5: Heb. 11:2] if there is any
virtue, [anything excellent or virtuous, 2Pet. 1:3,4] and if there is any praise,
[anything praiseworthy] think: [meditate] on these thin^ [meditate to the point
of practicing them, Jas. 4:17].

a r e

A . Are we what we th ink abou t?

Yes, we are what we think about more than we can possibly realize. In
fact, our thoughts reflect our daily interests. When Paul was known as Saul of
Tarsus the persecutor, he thought Christians were athreat to the religion of his
fathers, therefore he persecuted them. The Jews of Jesus’ day thought daily about
their hatred of Jesus, and they had him crucified. The man or woman who daily
thinks about lust, will seek an opportunity to commit adultery. Why did Jesus
condemn hatred and lust in one’s heart? Because this is the source of all murder
and adultery! (Mt. 5:22,28,43,44).

But there is apositive side to being what one thinks about, and this is
fully shown in the life of agodly woman. Because she thinks about God and
spiritual things, her worship and life to Him reflect the beauty of holiness. She
follows the command of the Psalmist: “Give unto the Lord the glory due to His
name; worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness” (Ps. 29:2). This can be done
ONLY because she thinks about things above.

Paul taught those who had been raised with Christ (Christians) to seek
those things which are above. How were they to do this? He instructs, ""Set your
mind on things above, not on things on the earth" (Col. 3:2). Thus, the godly
woman knows that the things of this earth are nothing more than perishing trea¬
sures, and she seeks treasures from above that are secure (Mt. 6:19,20). Her
thoughts are important in keeping her life properly focused on God and eternal
r e w a r d s .

B. Discuss the six virtues in Phil 4:8, as to building agood
c h a r a c t e r .
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Paul begins his list of virtues with, whatever things are TRUE. Life con- “
fronts us with two choices, things that are true and things that are false. When we
choose to think about things that are true, we have chosen God, and refused the
devil. God accepts only the things in life that are true. In fact, all of His promises —
both now and forever are true. We can place our full faith in Him, because the
passing of time does not change them. God and His Son are the same today, yester¬
day, and forever (Heb. 13:8). .

The godly woman knows that when she thinks about Jesus, His teach¬
ings, and promises, that she is thinking about the One who is true. Jesus spoke
often in His ministry of His Father and all the spiritual things brought down from
Him, as being true (John 1:9; 3:33; 4:23; 5:52; 6:32; 8:14; 15:1). Therefore, it is“
so important to think on things that are true.

Then Paul expresses the importance of thinking on things that are HON¬
EST. You can be assured that the ones following the world do not think much <—
about honesty, but the rule followed is, be dishonest if you can get by with it.
When the Christian thinks about things that are honest, he or she is thinking about
things that are noble, honorable, and pleasing to God. _

It is at this point that the golden rule should be applied. We do not want
others to be dishonest to us, therefore we should not be dishonest to them. Paul’s
goal for his life was "providing honorable things not only in the sight of the Lord,
but also in the sight of men” (2 Cor. 8:21). To the Roman Christians he wrote, “
“Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men”
(Rom. 12:17).

The godly woman who has her heart adorned for God will also think
about things that are JUST, and will make every effort to practice justice in her
life. She will pay her bills, be fair to others, keep her promises, and live an honor¬
able life for Jesus before others. She has learned from God’s Book what is right
and wrong, and makes every effort to live these principles in her dealings with
others.

In Paul’s list of things to think about, he also mentions things that are
PURE. It would be impossible to fully think about God without thinking of purity,
for God is pure and loves apure heart. Jesus taught in the Beatitudes, “Blessed are
the pure in heart, for they shall see God” (ML 5:8).

In the hope of being like Jesus when He returns, John taught Christians,
“And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself just as He is pure”
(1 John 3:3).

The world, that is influenced by sin, avoids thinking about purity. Their ̂
emphasis is on cursing, swearing, gossiping, telling filthy jokes, lying, cheating,
and all kinds of lust. In fact, the sins of the flesh rule their lives. But it is different
with those who live their lives for God. Their speech is clean, they strive to speak
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only good things about others, they are honest, and work daily to keep lust from
their thoughts and lives. This can be done only by thinking about pure things.

Paul continues the things worthy for thinking by including things that
are LOVELY. While thinking on things lovely, one is allowing things that are
acceptable to all. Things that are lovely represent aproduct of love. When Paul
wrote about what love will do in 1Corinthians 13, he mentioned only things that
are lovely. The opposite of this would be thinking about things that are hateful,
ugly, and unacceptable to all.

Thus, the godly woman makes every effort to adorn her heart with things
that are lovely. This is abeautiful picture both to God, and to all others who see
her daily life.

Next, in Paul’s list of things to think about, he mentions things that are
of GOOD REPORT. Whether we like to think about it or not, all of us have our
lives considered by others. Those who know us can give areport, should they be
asked to do so. Their report can be either good or bad. Our goal as Christians
should be to live and think only about reports that are good. Not only do we want
this in our own lives, but we also seek it in the lives of others.

Always look for the good in others, such as courtesy, kindness, purity,
and respect for others. When these are lived daily, they are worthy of agood
repor t

Paul concludes his list by saying, ”if there is anything praiseworthy,
meditate on these things.” It seems that Paul wants these things to be apart of
their innermost thoughts, because he knew that if they thought seriously about
these things, their lives would be forever changed. Thus, all godly men and women
should daily meditate on things that are good, pleasing to God, and praiseworthy.

Example: The story of one of the great presidents of Harvard College, Charles
William Eliot, is worth recalling. Bom with aserious facial disfigurement, he
discovered as ayoung man that nothing could be done about it, and he must go
through life with this mark. It is related that when his mother brought to him that
tragic truth, it was indeed the dark hour of his soul. His mother told him. My son,
it is not possible for you to get rid of this handicap. We have consulted the best
surgeons, and they say that nothing can be done. But it is possible for you, with
God’s help, to grow amind and soul so big that people will forget to look at your
face.” —The Pulpit

A. Is it easy to accept the things that we cannot change?

We probably dl know the answer to this question from our daily lives.
Even though it may never be as severe as the above example, the principle is still
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the same—it is difficult to accept the things that we cannot change. It is difficult
because we want to be normal like others, and it hurts to feel that others are talking
about us. We want to change things. As we get older, it is hard to accept that we are
not as physically strong, do not have the same physical appearance, and do not feel
well. These, and many other things that cannot be changed, represent areal chal¬
lenge.

But what should be the attitude of the godly woman whose adornment is
from within? She will feel the same physical disappointments and regrets as oth¬
ers. However, she can accept them more readily because of her spiritual attitude.
Paul had found this right attitude when he wrote from prison, “/or Ihave learned
in whatever state Iam to be content" (Phil. 4:11). How did Paul deal with getting
old and losing his health? “Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the
inward man is being renewed day by day" (2 Cor. 4:16).

No, it is not easy to accept the things that we cannot change, but it is
easier to those who trust God and do not lean on their own understanding (Prov.
3:5). The godly women know that whatever may happen to their earthly tents or
fleshly bodies, in the words of Paul, “we have abuilding from God, ahouse not
made with hands, eternal in the heavens" (2 Cor. 5:1).

B. Discuss how true character is the metal of one’s heart.

Since character is defined as one’s moral strength, true character repre¬
sents who we are. This kind of character will keep us going and strong for God
when the dark storms of temptation are raging around us. How could Jesus sue- “
cessfully meet the blows of the devil in the wilderness? How could He continue to
say no to these same temptations throughout His ministry? The answer. His heart
was true metal because of His godly character. _

Certainly, we cannot reach the same perfection of character as Jesus, but
this can be our daily goal. How do we develop such character? By training our
hearts from the mighty principles of God’s word. When we study and make every ̂
effort to imitate the life and teaching of Jesus, we become morally strong, and “
develop true character.

Thus, the godly woman looks to God and His word for her shield and
inward strength. She trains her heart to think right on God’s terms. Like Jesus, she —
will be put to the test, but with this kind of moral strength and God’s help, she will
surely win.

Quoting: “What you are, thunders so that Icannot hear what you say to the con¬
trary” —Ralph Waldo Emerson.
“You must look into people, as well as at them.”—Chesterfield
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“Of all the properties which belong to honorable men, not one is so highly prized
as that of character” —Henry Clay.

A. Can one fully hide his or her character?

Since character is developed inside the heart, at first thought, one might
think that such is easy to hide. But this is not true, because character determines
who we are. Some have tried to hide who they are with all kinds of words, but
they fail. Even their words are reflections of their character. Another way of say¬
ing this is that our bodies put into action who we are in character.

Yes, acertain amount of hiding can be done, but not for long. About the
time we are convinced that we are successfully hiding self, our true character is
revealed. This is true because our hearts are calling the actions of our lives. This is
why that God wants our hearts right with Him! God cannot accept aheart in
rebellion that will not repent and turn to Him. James writes, “Draw near to God
and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your
hearts, you double-minded” (Jas. 4:8).

Just remember, when one is seeking to adorn himself or herself with
godliness, there is not aneed to hide one’s character. AChristian character is one
of beauty to others, because such reflects the light of Jesus. “Let your light so
shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in
heaven” (ML 5:16).

B. How does one seek to improve character?

Character, or moral strength, is the world’s greatest building project. It
is abuilding process that is never finished until we die. All of you have either had
ahouse built or passed one being built in your neighborhood. It begins by clean¬
ing off the lot, leveling the ground, setting the forms with rough-in plumbing for
foundation and floor. Then the walls, windows doors, and roof appear. Day by
day, the house improves until it becomes aplace for afamily to live. But there is
asense in which the building of ahouse never ends. There is always improve¬
ments to be made.

Building character is like this! Why? Because we continue to build as
long as we live. The question is, as we build, do we seek to improve? Before one
can improve character, there must be adesire to do so. We would probably be
surprised how many people do not care about improving their character. When
such is present, you can be assured that there will be no improvement. However,
the godly woman desires daily to improve her character for God.

Once the desire to improve is present, help will be sought from God.
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This is done through daily requesting His help through prayer. God sees the heart,
and is able to help us improve our character. The other important ingredient for
improving character is to study and follow the principles of God’s word. The Bible
is God’s hand book for building Christian character, and should be studied daily. —
What could build acharacter more beautifully than the things that Jesus taught in
the sermon on the Mount? (Mt. 5,6,7). In this heart touching sermon, we find the
principles necessary to get along with God in heaven, and our fellowmen on earth. __

Thus, one of the goals of agodly woman is to continually build her char¬
acter for God so that she continues to improve her spiritual life for God. This will
make her more like Jesus NOW, so she can be like Him in the resurrection. “Be¬
loved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall “
be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see
Him as He is” (1 John 3:2).

C. Discuss the importance of character in marriage.

As you know, in marriage, acouple becomes one flesh (Mt. 19:5). This _
kind of arrangement brings two different people into aclose relationship. There¬
fore, the way we think, the way we act, and our character as awhole has atremen¬
dous impact upon each other. Unfortunately, many couples do not consider the
importance of each other’s character when they contemplate marriage. “ “

It is true that it would be arare thing to find aman and woman with
identical characters, due to different backgrounds. But the goat should be to bring
together aman and woman who have built Christian characters. Why? Because _
when one has aChristian character, built to do right and to please God, and the
other one does not, there will be serious moral conflicts. Such difficulties will
affect their worship, intimacy, moral conduct, children, and all other choices of
their l ives.

Surely, two people who are totally opposite in character would be one
example of what Paul had in mind when he wrote, “Do not be unequally yoked
together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with lawless¬
ness? And what communion has light with darkness? ”(2 Cor. 6:14).

The true godly woman knows that it is important for her to be one in
character with her husband so that they are ateam for the Lord. She knows also,
that if his character is not strong for God that he will hinder her in her effort of
daily building aChristian character. With this knowledge, she will make every
effort to fall in love with aChristian man, and they will work daily to help each
other build astrong, moral character for the Lord.
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A S i n c e r e C h a r a c t e r - P u z z l e Tw e l v e

D O W N

1The kind of purity that pleases God
(Mt. 5:8)

2Something important inside Christians
(1 John 3:3)

3Something pure from heaven (Jas.
3:17)

5In whose sight honesty is practiced
(2 Cor. 8:21)

7Results of good works before God
(1 Pet. 2:12)

9How the inward part of the evil is
described (TPs. 5:9 NKJV)

11 Aresponsibility to achild (Prov.22:<S)
13 How Pau l fe l l toward God’s law

(Rom. 7:22)
IS Something for tte world (Mt. 5:16)
17 Adescription of man’s inward thought

and heart (Ps. 64:6).

A C R O S S

4What God saw early in man’s heart
(Gen. 6:5)

6Something that Christians can know'
to do (Jas. 4; 17)

8Away that love does not behave
(1 Cor. 13:5 NKJV)

10 Something to be honorable (1 Pet.
2:12 NKJV)

12 That which God did for mankind
(Ps. 139:13 NKJV)

14 When to remember God (Eccl. 12:1)
16 Aspecial person of the heart (1 Pet.

3 : 4 )
18 What is happening to our physical

bodies? (2 Cor. 4:16 NKJV).
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Memory Verse; ‘'‘‘The fruit of the righteous is atree of life, and he who wins
souls is wise” (Prov. 11:30)

Expository Verses

James 1:21 Therefore lay aside [put away as filthy clothes, Isa. 64:6] all filthi¬
ness [all moral defilement] and superfluity [overflow] of wickedness, and
celve with meekness [the only acceptable way to receive God’s word] the en¬
grafted [the implanted word in the heart as seed planted in the soil, Lk. 8:11]““
word, [God’s will, Mt. 7:21] which is able to save your souls [because it is living
and powerful, Heb. 4:12; it is the saving gospel, Rom. 1:16; 1Pet. 1:23; thor¬
oughly furnishes one with all good works, 2Tim. 3:16,17], .

A. Are we really convinced that souls are lost?

The reason for this question is based on the fact that so many who claim to
be Christians show very little concern about the lost and dying world. Why is this?
Is it because we have buried somewhere deeply in our hearts the false idea that the
lost will be saved in their ignorance? Do we secretly promote the idea, just let “
them alone and they’ll be saved?

These are questions that must be answered by each individual, but if such
thinking is present, it is opposite to the teaching of bod’s word. Thus, before
will make the proper effort to seek and save the lost, we must believe that all are
lost. Jesus summed up the condition of the whole world when He described two
ways, one leading to life, and the other one leading to destruction. The way lead¬
ing to life had only afew on it, but the broad way was crowded with many (Mt.
7:13,14). Jesus was fully convinced that many souls are lost, and we must believe
the same.

r e -

w e

B. Are we fully persuaded that the gospel saves?

The Bible reveals plainly that the world is lost without the gospel of Jesus
Christ, and that God has no other way to forgive sins except through His Son.

When Jesus sent His apostles to the world to preach the gospel to every
creature. He divided the world into two classes. Those who believe and are bap-
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tized, and those who refuse to believe. Then He made plain the destiny of each
class. The ones believing and being baptized would be saved, but the ones refus¬
ing to believe would be lost (Mk. 16:15,16). The rule of Jesus was, “for if you do
not believe that Iam He, you will die in your sins” (John 8:24).

Just think for amoment! If one sinner could have been saved without the
death of Jesus, then all sinners could have been saved. Would God have suffered
in giving His only begotten Son, and would Jesus have drunk the bitter cup of
suffering, if doing so had not been absolutely essential? The blood of God’s Son
was and is the ONLY way to reverse the penalty of death (Rom. 6:23).

Therefore, the godly woman who has her heart adorned for God believes
His word that all are lost without obeying the gospel of Jesus.

C. Harmonize how both the gospel and Christ save.

It is true that the Bible teaches that both the gospel and Jesus save (Rom.
1:16; Mt. 1:21). Is this acontradiction? Certainly not, because the two are en¬
twined together as one. The word gospel means, “good news” or “glad tidings.”
But when the word is applied to salvation, what is the good news? The good news
is that through the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus, asinner can be saved.
Therefore, should Jesus be removed from the gospel, there would be no gospel or
good news.

When Paul wrote, “For Idetermined not to know anything among you
except Jesus Christ and Him crucified” (1 Cor. 2:2), he was saying that he was
determined to know only the gospel. This was why that wherever Paul traveled
and preached, he had only one message—the gospel, and this gospel was always
the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ Cor. 15:3,4). He even made the
statement, “For if Ipreach the gospel, Ihave nothing to boast of, for necessity is
laid upon me; yes, woe is me if Ido not preach the gospel!” (1 Cor. 9:16).

Therefore, the woman who is fully adorned inwardly for God, knows that
when she shares the gospel, she is sharing Jesus. She also knows that this is the
only way that she can lead others from the eternal death of sin to eternal life. Like
Paul, she is not ashamed of the gospel, but believes in its power to bring the
Savior to the lost. “For Iam not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the
power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also
for the Greek” (Rom. 1:16).

Quotes: “The cross is the only ladder high enough to touch Heaven’s threshold”
— G . D . B o a r d m a n

t-^^e life; alittle gleam of time between two eternities—no second chance for us
forevermore” —Carlyle
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He that lives to live forever, never fears dying' P e n n

A. Discuss ways to convince those who are lost, the importance of
t h e c r o s s .

The above quotes emphasize the importance of the cross because it is the
only way to reach and experience eternal life. Life on earth can be awonderful „
experience, but only if one is preparing for eternal life. For those who refuse Jesus,
the Savior, have chosen eternal death. Therefore, it is so impoitant that we always
seek ways to share this salvation with others. ^

Perhaps the best place to begin in convincing the lost of the importance of
the cross is to show them that they are lost without it. There are any number of
people who feel that things are right with their souls without aSavior. They con¬
clude that since God is great, good, and all love, that He will take care of them. But *
what they must understand is that this great, good, and loving God has already
made plans to take care of them. But if they refuse Jesus and His sacrifice on the
cross, they have refused God’s provision for salvation. .

God will not provide another way other than His Son, because this is the
only way, and represents the supreme sacrifice. “For God so loved the world that
He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but
have everlasting life” (John 3:16). Therefore, they must be made to realize that
when they refuse the cross, they refuse God, and choose to be lost. Only the cross
is high enough to reach salvation in heaven. Jesus taught, “/ am the way, the truth,
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me ”(John 14:6). “

After convincing those who do not have Jesus that they are lost without the
cross, it is important to remind them of the brevity and uncertainty of their lives.
They need to realize that they are only one heartbeat away from death, and once „
they die physically, they are also dead spiritually forever. They must be convinced
that it is either the cross NOW or punishment FOREVER! The only second chances
are here on earth, and after one dies, all second chances are gone forever.

The rich man mentioned by Jesus who neglected Lazarus and lived only for "
the good things on earth, lifted up his eyes in Hades where he was tormented in
flames. This man begged for asecond chance for personal comfort, and even the
chance to warn his brothers not to be lost, but there were no =second chances to —
offer him fZl. 16:19-31).

Finally, there is aneed to convince those who are without Jesus, that they
must live HERE for God before they can THERE with Him. There is no way that ̂
they can avoid facing physical death, but they can remove the sting from it through
the cross. Paul asks these questions. “O Death, where is your sting? OHades,
where is your victory? ”He answers, "The sting of death is sin, and the strength of
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sin is the law. Bui thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15:55,56).

As the godly woman lives her life for Jesus, she takes every opportunity to
show others by the way that she lives, and by the way that she teaches, that there
is only one Savior. Her goal is to convince as many others as possible that the
cross is also essential for their eternal salvation.

B, Why is the saving gospel of value, only during this life?

The Bible speaks of two major categories of life—during time, and when
time shall be no more. In short, there is time and eternity. Eternity has always
been, and will always be, because God is eternal. However, when He decided to
create the heavens and the earth (Gen. 1:1), He made, as it were, ahuge clock to
measure aspeck of eternity. But when God chooses to destroy the heavens, the
earth and the works that are in it f2 Pet. 3:10), time will end, but eternity will
continue on. Therefore, the only place that God chose to save sirmers is during
the existence of time. When time shall be no more, salvation will be offered no
m o r e !

God’s word teaches that there will be no gospel preached after the Lord
returns—only punishment to those who have not obeyed it. Obsen'e Paul’s de¬
scription of this... "when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty
angels, in flaining fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, ami on
those who do not obey the gospel ofour Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Thes. 7.-7,8). Thus,
the saving gospel is accepted and obeyed NOW or NEVER!

Example: “I have now disposed of all my properly to my family. There is one
thing more Iwish Icould give them and that is faith in Jesus Christ. If they had
that and Ihad not given them one shilling, they would have been rich; and if they
had not that, and Ihad given them all the world, they would be poor indeed.”

—Patrick Hemy’s will.

A. Compare the concept mentioned in the above example to Mark
8 : 3 6 .

The idea of honestly earning money and providing for the livelihood of
self and family is certainly acceptable in God’s word. However, the abuse of
such, and giving it the number one priority of our lives, is condemned. The Bible
approves money and material things as SERVANTS and not SLAVES!

Why is it so foolish to seek wealth instead of God? Because wealth limits
itself to this life, and at death is left behind forever. Perhaps the best way to
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compare earthly and heavenly wealth is to think of them as investments. Money is
atemporary investment that is SURE to be lost, while heavenly treasure is aper¬
manent investment that is SURE forever (Mt. 6:19-21). Therefore, from abusiness
standpoint, the choice of money over heavenly treasures is afoolish investment,
and does not make sense.

But let us learn also, that when money is loved, it not only takes first priority'
in our lives, but it is also associated with all kinds of things that are evil and sinful.
Paul summed this up with these powerful words: “But those who desire to be rich
fall into temptation and asnare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which
drown men in destruction and perdition” (1 Jim. 6:9). Does this sound like awise
inves tmen t?

How can money promote such evil and destruction? Paul continues, “For
the love of money is aroot of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the
faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows” (1
Tim. 6:10).

In view of this, and other teaching from God’s word on this subject, the
godly woman fully understands Christ’s question, “For what will it profit aman if
he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? ”(Mk. 8:36).

B. How will recognizing the value of the soul make us more
d e d i c a t e d s o u l w i n n e r s ?

Perhaps this can be illustrated best by comparing soul winning to those who *“
seek treasures. There are those who spend their lives seeking buried treasures be¬
neath the ocean. In fact, they may spend many months and millions of dollars to
obtain treasures from one buried ship. Why are they willing to do this? Because of _
the value of its treasure. Thus, the more valuable the treasure, the more time and
money they are willing to spend.

The same is true in seeking souls. Because the soul has more value than all
the earthly treasures of the world, soul winners are willing to make every effort to
save only one. What was the one thing that motivated Jesus to go through rejec¬
tion, ridicule, punishment, and even ashameful and cruel death? The answer. His
love, and the love of His Father for lost souls! John writes, “By this we know love, —
because He laid down His life for us...” (1 John 3:16). “For God so loved the
world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should
not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).

When Jesus taught the parables of the lost prodigal son, the lost sheep, and
the lost coin (Uc. 15), He was teaching the importance of finding even one lost
soul. Realizing this, the godly woman takes every opportunity, and makes every
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effort to reach asoul that is lost in sin. It may be aloved one in her immediate
family, afriend, or someone in afar away land whom she will never meet. But all
of these have one thing in common to her—they have aprecious eternal soul that
needs salvation.

C. Discuss physical things that are left to children compared to
s a l v a t i o n .

There is certainly nothing wrong in loving and providing for the physical
needs of our families. Even though some children become childish and get in¬
volved in evil things over inheritances, this does not have to be this way. There
are millions of others who are blessed by an inheritance of love from their par¬
e n t s .

But as important as physical inheritances may be, there is really no way to
compare them to heavenly treasures. For one is temporary and passing, while the
other is forever. One can bring pain and greed, while the other brings eternal
happiness and joy. Therefore, even though the majority feel that an earthly inher¬
itance is more profitable, they are sadly mistaken.

Have we not all known parents who seemed to be grieving because they
could not leave their children an earthly fortune? And yet these same parents
lived and taught Jesus daily in the lives of their family. What they are leaving
them is of greater value than all the riches of the world. They are teaching them
that it is more blessed to give than to receive (Acts 20:35). Winston Churchill is
quoted as saying, “You make aLIVING by what you GET, and aLIFE by what
you GIVE.”

The godly mother gives her children the greatest gift of all when she sets
before them alife of godliness. How could aprice tag be placed on what Timothy’s
mother and grandmother, Eunice and Lois, gave him? They gave him agenuine
faith (2 Tim. 1:5). This is agift that far exceeds anything that money can buy.
Solomon summed it all up in these words, “A good name is to be chosen rather
than great riches, loving favor rather than silver and gold" (Prov. 22:1).

Acts 8;3S Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning from the same Scrip¬
ture, preached to him [the good news of] Jesus [showed that the prophet was
spe^ng of some other man, Jesus, cf. Acts 18:28].

Acts 8:36 And as they went along the road, they came to some water, and the
eunuch said, “See, here is water. What hinders [prevents] me from being bap¬
tized?” [one cannot completely preach Jesus without preaching baptism, because
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He commanded baptism, Mt. 28:19,20; Mk. 16:15,16; John 3:3,5, and submitted
to baptism Himself, Mt. 3:13-17].

Acts 8:37 And Philip said, “If you believe with ail your heart, you may” [one
cannot obey the command of Jesus to be baptized, Mk. 16:16, without believing
Him to be the Christ; like this eunuch did, one must confess with his mouth, Rom.
10:9,10]. And he answered and said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of
God” [the principle of confessing Jesus is taught in other Scriptures, cf. Mt.
10:32,33; 16:13-19: Rom. 10:9,10; 1John 2:23:4:15].

Acts 8:38 And he commanded [ordered] the chariot to stand still [stop]. And
they both went down Into the water, Philip as well as the eunuch; and he
baptized him [since baptism was aburial, Rom. 6:4; Col. 2:12, it was essential for
both of them to get into the water; the Greek word for baptism means to immerse].

A. Can we teach Jesus today in the same way that Philip taught
t h e e u n u c h ?

The answer to this question is yes. In fact, there is no doubt that the Lord
still wants this example imitated. When one teaches Jesus, it is very profitable to
first lay afoundation from the Old Testament. Why? Because the Old Testament is
Jesus, the Messiah, CONCEALED, and the New Testament is Jesus, the Messiah,
REVEALED. When both of these are tied together, you learn of God’s plan to
send the Savior, and how His plan was fulfilled. Since the eunuch was reading —
from Isaiah 53, achapter foretelling the coming of the Messiah, it became easy for
Philip to teach him that Jesus was the fulfillment of this prophecy.

Even though the Old Testament has been fulfilled in bringing this Savior _
(Gal. 3:24,25), it is still of great value in laying the foundation to teach the lost
about Jesus. As Paul moved from city to city preaching the gospel, his sermons
first began with ahistory of Israel from the Old Testament, and how Israel came
through this special nation (Acts 13:15-41). When Stephen, the first recorded Chris-
tian martyr, delivered his famous sermon that brought his death, he gave abeauti¬
ful summation of God’s dealing with Israel that brought Jesus to earth (Acts 7).

Today, when the godly woman shares Jesus, she refers to the Old Testa- —
ment to show that Jesus is the answer to God’s plan for salvation in all ages. She
knows that this is still God’s method of bringing sinners to the Savior.

B. Why do many religions today reject the way to Jesus, as
taught by Philip?
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Over the centuries, religion has been divided into various faiths, even
though the Bible says that there is “one faith, ”(Eph. 4:5). These various faiths
have come from religious leaders of the past who taught away different from the
direct teaching of the Bible. As to salvation, the major division came between
“faith only,” and an “obedient faith. ”For fear that one might teach that salvation
is by one’s own works, the “faith only” teaching appeared. Therefore, this led
them to teach that baptism is not apart of salvation, and that one is saved before
baptism. Even though Jesus taught, “He who believes and is baptized will be
saved, ”(Me. 16:16), those teaching “faith only” deny that baptism is involved.

But the woman of God who has her heart fully adorned for God, be¬
lieves that one can teach God’s way of salvation without teaching that the sinner
is earning salvation. She believes that when abelieving sinner is commanded in
the Bible to repent, to confess that Jesus is God’s Son, and to be baptized, that
they are meeting God’s terms to receive the free gift of salvation (Eph. 2:8). She
recognizes that it is the cleansing blood of Jesus that saves, but baptism is God’s
chosen way for sinners to get into Christ to receive His blood. Does this obedi¬
ence keep one from being saved by faith? No! It keeps one from seeking salva¬
tion by “faith only.”

“For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For as nmny
of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ" (Gal. 3:26,27).

There is adifference between being saved by FAITH and FAITH ONLY!
The Bible accepts being saved by FAITH f'EpJi. 2:8), but rejects FAITH ONLY as
adead faith (Jos. 2:17). Thus, the faith that pleases God is a“faith working through
love” (Gal. 5:6).

Therefore, because of teaching and defending the doctrine of FAITH
ONLY, many religions do not teach the way to Jesus as taught by Philip and the
other New Testaments preachers and teachers of God’s word.

Example: “I heard of an infidel who said that if he believed as Christians say
they believe, that aman’s life in the world to come depends upon his life here in
this world, then he would give men no rest, urging them and entreating them to
lead godly lives and to become men of faith that they might inherit eternal life. If
this means much to us, then we must testify unto the world, and both by our lives
and by our words persuade men to live godly lives, that they not only may get the
most out of this life but also may inherit life eternal” —Macartney

A. Why are we not teaching the gospel more today?

There seems to be atemptation in most generations to back off from
teaching the gospel to the lost. It is true that some generations of people are more
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receptive than others. This can be due to prosperity, self-reliance, and the corrup¬
tive influence of sin. You will recall that God’s people, Israel, often rebelled against
God when they prospered and no longer felt the need for His guidance. This caused
them to turn their lives over to sin. “

But in spite of all these difficulties, does this give Christians the right to
back away from teaching the gospel to the lost and dying world? Certainly not! On „
the contrary, this should make us want to try harder to reach those lost in sin. Just
remember that God demonstrated His love, through Jesus dying on the cross, “while
we were still sinners" (Rom. 5:8).

Another reason why many do not teach the gospel more today is because “
they are not fully convinced that the world is lost. Even though we may know that
the Bible declares all to be lost without Jesus, we may be guilty of doubting. Some¬
where in the back of our minds, may be the skepticism that maybe God will make —
an exception to His word. When we think this way, we do not know God. For when
God reveals atruth in His word, this is the way it must be. All biblical history bears
out this fact. _

The final reason why we are not teaching the gospel more is because
many leaders are not promoting it. Yes, we can take the initiative on our on, but
this is not enough. The Lxird also wants His church which is “thepillar and ground
of the truth “(1 Jim. 3:15), to reach out to the lost with the saving message. When “
leaders get out front and make every effort to lead, there are both godly men and
women who will follow. Be assured, this is what God wants all of us to do.

B. Can vromen today be like Priscilla? (Acts 18:26).

The above reference refers to the time that acertain Jew named Apollos _
needed more instruction in the way of the Lord. Therefore, Priscilla joined her
husband, Aquila as “they took him aside and explained to him the way of God more
accurately. ”Yes, godly women can do (as Priscilla did) today. It is true that God’s
word does not place women in the same ki nd of leadership role as men, but He still
has an important place for women. In their God-given way, these women, like
Priscilla, have led many lost souls to Christ. In fact, some of the conversions at¬
tributed to men, really came from the influence and teaching of godly women. —

When aman is sharing the gospel with another, who can better stand by
his side than his wife to help him accomplish this important work? How thrilled
Aquila must have been to have the faithful assistance of his wife. As long as women
remain in their role from God, they become powerful workers in His church and
kingdom.
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C. Discuss some vpays that women can help save souls.

It would be impossible to mention all the ways that women can help
save souls. Certainly it all comes down to getting the saving gospel to the sinner,
but there are so many different ways that this may be done. Perhaps these ways
can be divided into two categories—direct and indirect approaches.

In the direct approach, agodly woman seeks opportunity to talk to some¬
one about their soul. Once they find an interest, they set up times to study God’s
word with them. This personal study may also be incorporated with acorrespon¬
dence course study. After each lesson, they meet to discuss the things learned in a
particular lesson. These types of studies can be fully planned, or when such is not
possible, every' opportunity is used to teach over acup of coffee, or during a
phone convemations.

Some godly women teach directly by sharing the word with their fami¬
lies at every possible opportunity. With the young children, it may be reading
them aBible story and talking to them daily about Bible principles. As the chil¬
dren get older, she can participate in the family devotionals when it is possible to
have them.

Many women can also share the gospel through teaching classes for
children, and some are qualified to teach special ladies’ classes. The older women
are specifically instructed by Paul to "admonish the young women to love their
husbands, to love their children, to be discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, obedi¬
ent to their husbands, that the word of God may not be blasphemed” (Titus 2:3,4).
So, the teaching of the godly woman can reach out with the gospel to the unsaved,
as well as help keep those who are Christians saved. Thus, the direct method
includes any “one-on-one“ type of sharing the gospel.

The godly woman is also given the opportunity to have an important
part of indirectly teaching God’s word. The indirect approach involves teaching
the gospel by every possible influence. It could be her daily example lived for
Jesus, through planting special thoughts in her various conversations, giving,
mailing, or leaving agospel tract, supporting her husband who may be apreacher,
teacher, deacon, or elder, inviting others to worship, helping with reach-out be¬
nevolent programs, carrying food to new families, the needy, shut-ins, and those
who are ill. She can be involved in the correspondence course program of the
church, and all other programs of the church designed to influence souls for Jesus.

Many times, before someone will respond to teaching, we must attract
their attention. The woman is excellent in helping promote various works to help
influence the lost to want the gospel.

Only the Lord knows how many souls have been saved over the centu¬
ries through the teaching and influence of godly women whose hearts have been



^ c a r i A d o r n m e n t1 4 6

adorned with righteousness. Therefore, the godly woman whose heart is sold on “*
winning souls for Jesus is agreat asset for the church.

May God help all women realize how important they are to the Lord, to
His church, and to the God-given cause of spreading the gospel to souls through- ●
out the world. And may she also realize that it was awoman who gave birth to the
Savior, and that women can also help share Him and His saving gospel in all the
world (Mt. 28:19,20).
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As ASoul-Winner- Puzzle Thirteen

D O W N

2What one must do to enter the 1What Timothy was to preach
(2 Tim. 4:2)

2Linked with salvation (Mk. 16:16)
3Something done to affect sin (Acts

22:16)
4Aword suggesting forgiveness (Acts

2:38)
5Achange associated with repentance

(Acts 3:19)
7Afeeling not to have toward the

gospel (Rom. 1:16)
8Aspecified age group to love their

husbands (Titus 2:4)
11 The person to whom Philip preached

(Acts 8:35).

A C R O S S

kingdom (John 3:3)
6Something associated with

remission of sins (Lk. 24:47)
9The scope of the gospel

(Mk. 16:15)
10 Into where one is baptized

(Gal. 3:27)
12 What Paul communicated

(Gal. 2:2)
13 Alady who worshiped God

(Acts 16:14)
14 Aman bom at A lexandr ia

(Acts 18:24).



1 4 8^ e a r t A d o r n m e n t

V.





Orde r F rom

Benny B. Bristow
1816 Rodden Dr.

Longview, Texas 75604


