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F O R E W O R D

It Is vdth sincerity and joy that this conmentary on 1Peter Is
presented to ycxi for your earnest and prayerful study. An effort
has been made by this author to keep the message of this book within
Its cxnbext, and to deepen its meaning by giving additional
references from both the Old and New Testaments. You are encouraged
to take the time to read and study these references. Remember,
there are no contradictions in Cod's Word, and our purpose should be
to harmonize His will when we study.

Likewise, aconcerted effort has been made, throu^ prayer and
study, to present Peter's message in truth. Hcwever, as ahuman
being, there can be weaknesses and failures. Therefore, you are
encouraged to be like the Bereans when they heard the message of
Paul and Silas. They "searched the Scriptures daily to find out
liiether these things were so" (Acts 17:11). When all of us together
sedr diligently to find God's truth, we will learn the will of God
which is necessary to please Him (Matthew 7:21).

It is my hope and prayer that this commentary will serve as a
blessing in your life to help you "grow in the grace and knowledge
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now
and forever. Amen." (2 Peter 3:18).

Benny B. Bristow
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I N T R O D U C T I O N

T i e A n t l i c r

As ooe approaches the study of the epistles of 1and 2Peter,
there are two major things that make these studies exciting. (1)
The colorful boisterous character of the author. (2) The spiritual
aspect of his life. Please consider each of these as we look at a
b r i e f i n t r o d u c t i o n t o t h e s e b o o k s .

(1) Hie colorful, boistECOus dBracter of the author.

Peter was so unique that he stands out differently from all other
characters of the New Testament. Jesus found Peter as arou^ stone
that could be sculptured Into abeautiful solid stone. His name was
Simon, but Jesus called him "Peter" (Greek) or "Oephas" (Aramaic)
meaning a"Small rock of stone" thus arodc-llke character (John
1:42). He was the son of Jonas, anative of Bethsaida, and (along
with his brother Andrew) followed his father's trade as acommerlcal
fisherman (Matthew 4:18; Jchn 1:44). He later had ahome at
Capernaum where his wife's mother was healed from afever by the
Lord (Matthew 8:5; 14,15).

This rugged, Inpetuous man was Introduced to Jesus by his borther
Andrew (John 1:42). Peter was first adisciple of John the baptist,
but after Jchn declared Jesus to be the 'Xanb of God," Peter be^n
following Jesus (John 1:35-40). Peter perhaps holds the record
among all of the apostles as one who jumped before thinking! During
his early years, he made mat^^ mistakes by falling to count the cost,
but Jesus mildly rebuked him and led him throu^ his weaknesses to
great strength. His most serious mistake was In 'boasting that he
would never forsake Jesus, but later denied his Lard (Mark 14:29;
John 18:25-27). However, Peter went out and wept blterly, and
showed by his future life that he experienced genelne repentance,
and was capable of loving enou^ to feed Christ's sheep and lambs
(Jchn 21:15-17).

(2) The spiritual aspect of Ms life.

The second major thing that makes Peter avery exciting character
Is the spiritual aspect of his life. Jesus gave Peter the keys to
His kingdom, (Matthew 16:18,19) and he opened the doors of this
great kingdom (church) to both Jews and Gentiles (Acts 2, 10). W e



iHve only sketches of his ministry, but all Indicate that he was a
very prominent figure in the church at Jerusalem (Galatians 1:18;
2:9; Acts 15). Tterefore Peter, as an apostle of Jesus Christ, had
all the spiritual credentials needed, along with the guidance of the
Holy Spirit, to write the books of 1and 2Peter.

Place, date, and pzupose of thla epistle

This book was written from Babylon (1 Peter 5:13), and Peter used
the asslstence of Silvanus in writing and delivering it. Some
consider Babylon to be the ancient country of Babylon, some belle\e
it is an aUuslon to Rome, whUe still others give Batylon a
spiritual interpretation. The book is addressed to strangers or
pilgrims scattered throu^xxit Poitus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and
Bithynla. These Christian Jews of the dispersion, auay from
Palestine in other lands, needed the spiritual teaching contained in
this book. In fact, who would deny that the same teaching is
desperately needed today.

Tie date of this epistle is usually coisldered betweai A.D. 64
and A.D. 67. The gereral purpose of Peter in writing this epistle
was to remind Christians that Jesus suffered, and they would be
called upon to do the same.



I P E T E R

Chapter 1

1. PRITR, [Like Paul, In most of his letters, this author begins
this epistle by identifying himself. This was acustom of the day,
and very essential for postlve identification of aletter. The name
"Peter" is the Greek form of the Aramaic surname, Cephas. It was
given him by Jesus and means 'a rock cm: stone' (Mark 3:16; John
1:42). He is also called "Simon" which means 'hearing' (Matthew
4:18; 10:2).] AN APOSTLE OF JESUS (HRIST, [Peter was acommercial
fisherman and was at work when Jesus called him to be adisciple.
The call was impressive, and to the point: 'ToUow Me, and Iwill
make you fishers of men" (Matthew 4:19). Later when the list of the
twelve apostles was recorded, Peter was first on the list (Matthew
10:2). The word apostle from the Greek apostolos means: "One sent
forth, amessenger, one seit with aspecial commission as the fully
authorized representative of the sender." Peter was one of the
twelve and was also one of the three apostles occasionally singled
out for special events (Matthew 17:1; Mark 14:33). One could not
hold agreater honor or be sent on amore important comndssion than
to be an apostle of Jesus Christ.] TD THE PILQSIKS OF THE
DISPERSION IN PCNTDS, GALATIA, CAPPADOCIA, ASIA, AN) BITH!NIA, [The
apostle now turns his thoughts to the ones to receive this epistle.
Who are they? They are first identified as pilgrims which suggests
that they were foreigners away from home and sojourners in astrange
land. Al l Chr ist ians should consider themselves pi lgr ims in the
sense that this world is not their permanent home, but are here
temporarily on their way to heaven (Hebrews 11:13-16). This was
true wi th the ones to whan Peter was address ing th is le t ter,
however, they were also pilgrims in aphysical sense because th^
were of the dispersion. For various reasons, they were Jews who had
left Palestine, but had maintained their religious faith among the
Gentiles. The word dispersion is from the Greds. word diaspora which
neans: "that which is sown or scattered." It is estimated that by
the time of Christ, that the number of the diaspora was nuch lar^r
than those living in Palestine. Peter names the five areas that he
has in mind, all of which are located in northern and central Asia
Minor. Pcntus was alarge province which lay along the Black Sea,
and many Jews lived there. This was the birth place of Aqulla (Acts
18:2), and when Peter preached on Pentecost, there were Jews from
Pontus in the audience (Acts 2:9). Galatia was aRoman province In
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central Asia Minor. In Its broadest sense, It Included such cities
as Antioch, loonlim, Lystra, and Derbe where Pail preached on his
first journey. Paul also sent aspecial let ter to the churches in
Galat ia. Cappadocia was alarge inland area of Asia Minor with
Pontus on the north, Syria and Armenea on the east, Lycaonia on the
west, and Cilicia on the south. There were also Jews from this area
in attendance on Pentecost (Acts 2:9). Therefore, maiy of these
Jews could have been converted at Jerusalem, and then later carried
the gospel back to Cappadocia. As Peter mentions Asia, he is likely
referring to Asia, the Roman province located in the southwestern
part of Asia Minor where the seven chirches of Asia were located
(Revelation 1:11). The capital of this province was Ephesus where
Pau l and John labored fa i th fu l l y fo r the Lord . B l t l yn la was a
region along the northern edge of Asia Minor. When Paul traveled on
his second journey, i t looked to him l ike afert i le field, but the
Hdy Spirit refused him entrance, and sent him to Macadonla (Acts
6:6-10). However, Christians were in this region, and Peter
includes them as he writes this letter.]

2. ELECT AOOOBDUC TO THE HKEKNOHLEDGE OF GGD THE FATHER, IN
SANCnFIOOTCN OF THE SPIRIT, FDR OBEDIENCE AND SFWMLDC OF THE
ELOCD OF JESDS CHRIST. [EXren thou^ these Jews were physically
scattered in astrange land, they were spiritually at home with God
because they had responded to aplan that God had forekncwn, which
made them among God's elect. All Jews were familiar (under the old
law) with the concept of being God's chosen ones (Deuteronomy 7:6),
and now Peter applies this same idea to Christianity (c.f. 2:9;
5:13; Ephesians 1:4). As God's children, we have afather who wants
us, and made plans for our sanctification throu^ the Spirit,
thou^ these whom Peter addressed were chosen, their sanctification
had come throu^ obedience to reach the blood of Christ. The blood
of Christ is available to ALL sinners, but not all sinners will be
saved. Just as God chose to SAVE, the sinner must choose to OBEY.
"Ihou^ He was aSon, yet He learned obedience by the things which
He suffered. And having been perfect. He became the author of
eternal salvation to all who obey Him" (Hebrews 5:8,9).
s p r i n k l i n g o f b l o o d n o d o u b t a l l u d e s b a c k t o t h e t i m e t h a t M o s e s
presented the book of the covenant to Israel, and sprinkled blood on
them (Exodus 24:7,8). However, in comparison, the blood of Christ
brings forgiveness, and sanctification forever. This blood brings
forgiveness at spiritual birth (Hebrews 9:12), and continues to
cleanse as one walks as aChristian (1 John 1:7).] GRA(E TD YOD AND
PEACE BE IfJLTIPLIED. [Both Peter and PafiH^felt the need to extend

E v e n

T h e

p a g e 2



these two wonderful gifts to the Christians whan they addressed.
After talking about the blood of Christ that had sanctified them,
Peter wished grace and peace to be multiplied. Obedience brings the
sinner to Christ's blood, His blood brings grace, and grace tarings
peace (Ephesians 2:8; Ephesians 2:14,15). When grace and peace are
iiultiplled, there is an abundance!]

3. W.KSKT) £E HIE OGD A») FAIHER OF OOR USD JESDS CHRIST, VH)
A C C m D n C TO H I S A B J N D A m : I C R C Y H A S E B 3 0 T I F N U S A G A I N TO A L I V I N G

HOPE THROUGH THE RESURRECHCN OF JESUS OffilST FROH THE MM), [With
the introduction behind him, Peter is now ready to get more deeply
into his message. The two words grace and peace must have reminded
him of the greatness of God, because he immediately praises the
F a t h e r o f t h e L c r d J e s u s C h r i s t . P e t e r u s e s t h e G r e ^ w c a r d

eulogetos for blessed which means praise. It is not the same word
used by Christ when giving the beatitudes which means happy. Here,
Instead of "blessed is," Peter says, "blessed be" as he praises God.
G o d i s t h e F a t h e r o f t h e L o r d J e s u s C h r i s t b e c a u s e C h r i s t w a s b o m

of Mary by miraculous conception, "she was found with child of the
Hdy Spirit" (Matthew 1:18). Ttus, Jesus was His "only begotten
son" (John 3:16), and Jesus referred to Him all through His ministry
as Father (Matthew 11:25; Luke 10:22; 22:42). Peter now reminds his
readers that this Father of Jesus has begotten us a^n to aliving
hope. Here he is teaching what Jesus tau^t to Nicodemus, "Most
assuredly, Isay to you, unless one is bom again, he cannot see the
kingdom of God" (John 3:3). Neither Jesus or Peter is referring to
ano the r phys ica l b i r th , bu t ra the r to asp i r i t ua l one , "bom o f
water and the Spirit" (John 3:5; 1Peter 1:23). The hope given
through Christ is aliving hope. Wly? Because one's hope is not in
adead Savior, but in aresurrected one. If Jesus had been unable
to come forth from the grave, what hcpe would we have of being
resurrected in the future? Therefore, those bom again to anew
life on earth (Romans 6:4), can also have hope of living after
d e a t h . A l l o f C h r i s t i a n i t y e i t h e r r i s e s o r f a l l s o n t h e
resurrection of Jesus. Al l can join Peter in praising the Father
that Jesus was resurrected from the grave, "The Lord is r isen
Indeed," (Luke 24:34). On what grounds does God offer this living
hc^7 Peter answers, "According to His abundant mercy." The word
abundant suggests that which is overflowing, because the Gredc wcard
means, "much," "full." Without this abundance of God's mercy, all
would face eternal death (Romans 6:23).]

4 . TO AN nWERITANCE I LE AND UNMFILED AND THAT DOES
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NGT FAra: AHH, RESERVED IN HEAVEN PCR YOU, [This verse gives us
more details about the hope that Christians are bom into, which is
nade sure by the resurrection. It is an undefiled and incorruptible
inheritance. An earthly inheritance is short l ived either because
o f spend ing i t , o r l eav i ng i t beh ind a t dea th . M i l l i ons have
seen their earthly inheritance disappear, but not so with the one
promised by the Lord! Peter assures them that this inheritance is
real and that it is reserved for them in heaven. They have lost
their native land of Palestine, and are living as pilgrims on earth,
but nothing can take away their heavenly home because: i t is
incorruptible (Matthew 6:19,20), nothing unclean shall enter
(Revelation 21:27), and it will last forever (Matthew 19:29; Romans
6:23). With hope, every faithful Christian can sing: "Heaven holds
all to me.”]

5. WHO ARE KEPT B? THE POWER OF GCD 1HRDDGH FAITH FOR SALVATION

READY TO EE REVEALED IN THE LAST TDC. [Tb give them further
assurance that this special place in heaven is reserved for ttem, he
reminds them that they are guarded by the power of God throu^
faith. The figure seems to be l ike that of the mil i tary guarding
securely seme thing that is very precious, because the Greek sug^sts
those, "who are being guarded." However, in the case of a m i l i t a r y
guard, there could be ahuman weakness or error, but not s o w i t h
God's power. If Christians hold triE to their faith, there is
nothing that can separate them fmm the love and power o f G o d
(Romans 8:38,39). This kind of power and faith will guard them and
when the end of time comes, they will receive the hope of their
salvation (John 14:3).]

6. IN THIS YDD GREATLY REJOICE, THOOGH NOW F3R AUTILE VHILE, IF
NHD EE, YCD HAVE EON GRIEYED BY VARIOUS TRIALS, [Peter assures
these brethren that the Christian life is made up of both joy and
pain. While they are rejoicing over the hope of their salvation, it
m ^ b e G o d ' s w i l l t h a t t h e y s u f f e r f r o m t r i a l s . P a u l a s s u r e d
Timothy: "Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will
suffer persecution" (2 Tlmotby 3:12). Agodly life often stirs up
those who are rebelling in sin, and they may sedc ways to harm the
godly. Even thou^ trials may be different in nature for every age,
each generation has its persecutions. Whether physical or mental,
this can be discouraging and grevious to Christians. However, all
nus t keep the i r eyes on the goa l o f e te rna l l i f e . Pau l cou ld
continue to run in the race, because he had his eyes on the crown (2
Timothy 4:6-8). James called upon his readers to: "count it all joy
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when you fall into various txlals, knowing that the testing of your
faith produces patience" (Janes 1:2,3). Peter mentions that there
would be "various" trials. As they looked back, they could remember
all the many persecutions they had experienced, and as th^r pondered
the future, they could imagine perhaps harmful th ings ahead.

However, these must be considered as a"little while" conpared to
the joys of eternal life. They must be like faithful Abraham vd»
sojourned in aforeign country, and lived in tents: "for he waited
for the city which has foundations, whose builder and m^r is God"
(Ifebrews 11:8,9). These brethren of the Dispersion must not allow
t r i a l s t o b l i n d t h e m f r o m t h e i r e t e r n a l h o m e . ( c . f . H e b r e w s
11:24-26).

7. UMT THE GEHJ] OF YOHR FAITH, BEDG MJGH HUE FRECTOIS
THAN GdD THAT PERISHES, THXGH IT IS TESTS) FIRE, MAI EE EODtC
TO IRAISE, HONCR, AND GLORY AT THE REVELATICN OF JESDS CHRIST, [it
s e e m s t h a t P e t e r i s d e e p l y c o n c e r n e d t h a t t h e y h a v e t h e k i n d o £
faith that will pass the test. Even thou^ the testing of their
faith is more precious than gold that perishes, he still uses the
figure of testing gold to verify the genuineness of t h e i r f a i t h .
Thus, the purpose of this test is to determine whether or n o t t h e i r
faith is ^nulne. When besting gold with fire, it c o u l d b e
destroyed, but it is durable enou^ to withstand fire to the point
that the impurities are ranoved and the gold remains. With these
Christians, after the fire of trials are over, and J e s u s i s
revealed, what does Peter hope to find? He numerates (1) praise,
(2) honor, and (3) glory. Here are three things that every faithful
Christian desires to receive from God. It must begin with praise.
In the parable of the talents, Jesus praised the two and five talent
men: 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a
few th ings , Iw i l l make you ru le r ove r mary th ings" (Ma t thew
25:21,23). In this sane parable, after praise, came honor and glory:
"Enter into the joy of your lord." Only those who have passed the
test as gold tested in fire wi l l receive th is pra ise, honor and
glory from Christ! ]

8. VHOM HAVnC NOT SEEN YOJ LOVE. THOUGH NOW YOU DO NOT SEE HIM,
YET BELIEVIIC, YOJ REJOICE WITH JOY INEXFRESSIELE AED EULL OF GLORY.
[Evidently these to whcm Peter is writing had not seen Jesus while
on earth, but this did not keep tiaem from loving Him.
them that they are able to see Him by the eye of fallii (believing)
to the point that they can rejoice with inexpressible joy and glory.
J e s u s p r o n o u n c e d a b l e s s i n g o n t h o s e w h o w o u l d b e l i e v e w i t h o u t

H e a s s u r e s
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seeing Him. Thomas, at first, refused to believe In the resurrected
Christ, "Unless Isee In His hands the print of the nails, and put
my finger into the print of the nails, and put hand into His
side" (John 20:25). When he did this, he believed and declared, "My
Lord and my God!" However, Jesus made the comment: "Thomas, because
you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not
seen and yet have believed" (John 20:29). Today, we have not seen
Jesus, but we can still believe and rejoice in Him. Peter does not
spe^ of just any kind of faith, but afaith that is so strong and
real that it brings joy that cannot be expressed. The glory that
such faith produces is to full capacity. For this joy and glory in
Christ to be present, one must dally study the Word which speaks of
the beautiful life, ministry, and death of Jesus. This study brings
approval from God (2 Timothy 2:15), and Increases our faith (Renans
10:17). The glory one has here on earth in believing in Jesus will
culminate at His appearing in eternal glory (John 14:3).]

9. RE(EIVI(G THE H® OF TOUR FAITH—THE SALVATION OF YOOR SOULS.
[There are two ways that one receives salvation from faith.
When bom into God's family (John 3:5) and saved from sins (Mark
16:16; Acts 2:38). (2) When ushered into eternal life after the
great Judgment Day of God (Matthew 25:34; 1 Thessalonians 4:17).
One's physical body will die and return to dust (Ecclesiastes 12:7),
and even when it is resurrected from the dead, it will be changed to

spiritual body (1 Corinthians 15:42-44), but the soul that is
saved will spend eternity with God. Thus, the salvation of the soul
(the inner person) is the most Important thing in life (Mark 8:36).]

(1)

a

10. OF THIS SALVAnCN THE PROPHETS HAVE INQUIRED AND SEARCHED
DILIGENTLY, VHO PROPHESIED OP THE GRACE THAT WOUID OOfE TO YOU, [We
are so blessed to live in the Christian age. Some have compared the
ages since creation as the "star-lit age" from Adam to Moses, the
"mocn-llt age" from Moses to Christ, and the period of Christianity
as the "sun-lit age." Therefore, as the spokesmen for God foretold
tie coming of this age of salvation, they wanted to knew more.
Peter says that they "searched diligently." In their fondest dreams
they must have longed to live in this a^ of grace. Do we
appreciate this grace as we should? Are we grateful that the end of

faith is salvation? When they foretold the coming of Christ and
His sacrificial death on the cross (Isaiah 53), they were speaking
of the age that we are privileged to live in today.]

o u r

11. SEARCHDG VHAT, CR WHAT EMWER OF TDE, THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST
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V«0 UAS IN THEM WAS DDIGATIIG VBEN HE TESTIFIED BEFOREHAND THE
SUFFERHCS OF CHRIST AND IHE GLORIES THAT WOOID POUXW. [Itese
prophets of God were guided by the Spirit of Christ, and Peter Is
perhaps referring to the Hdy Spirit. When these Inspired men spoke
by the Spirit, there were many things not revealed to them. They
knew that anew covenant would be given (Jeranlah 31:31-3A), that a
virgin would conceive and bear aSon (Isaiah 7:14), this new ruler
of Israel would be bom in Bethlehem (Micah 5:1,2), He would perform
miracles (Isaiah 29:18), be rejected (Isaiah 53:3), scourged (Isaiah
50:6), betrayed by afriend (Psalms 41:9), for thirty pieces of
silver (Zechariah 11:12,13), have hands and feet pierced (Psalms
22:16; Zechariah 12:10), put to death (Isaiah 53:8,9), burled with
the wicked and rich (Isaiah 53:9), resurrected (Psalms 16:8-10), He
would ascend (Psalms 68:18), and reign as King (Daniel 7:13,14).
However, as they foretold these wonderful events, they did not know
what time this would happen. They knew only that this event would
be followed by glories.]

12. TO THEM rr WAS REVEALED TH/fT, NOT TO THEMSELVES, BOT TO DS
THEY WERE MDHSTERINO THE THHCS VHKH NOW HAVE BEEN REPORTED TO YOD
THRIOOGH THOSE V«0 HAVE PREACHED THE GOSPEL TO YOU BY THE HCLY SPIRIT
SENT FROM HEAVEN—THDGS VHICH ANGELS E®SIRE TO LOCK INTO. [As these
prophets told of such wonderful events, they had to accept the fact
that they would not live bo enjoy them, for they were speaking of
tha blessings of another generation. Peter is saying bo his readers
that you are the ones (as well as all under the Christian age) of
whom they were speaking! Those who were preaching the gospel were
fulfilling the words of the prophets. The word gospel means "good
news," and these brethren, like the Christians at Rome and in other
places, had obeyed the gospel (Remans 1:16; 6:17). This "good news
gospel" tint Paul, Peter, and others had preached was the death,
burial, and resurrection of Christ (1 Obrlnthlans 15:1-4). This
message of grace and salvation through Christ was preached throu^
the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Peter was present on that special
Pentecost feast dsy (Acts 2), when the Holy Spirit came with power.
He (with the other apostles) had the privilege of preaching the
gospel for the first time with three thousand baptisms (Acts 2:41).
To further show the beauty and power of this Messianic age, not only
had the prophets (which God ^ve the power to foretell some things
about the new age) longed to search deeper into this gospel, but
even the an^ls with greater honor Ind desired to lock into. What
could be more inportant than this? Even thou^ the blood of Christ
reached back to previous ages, we are so honored to live in this age
of amazing grace—the gospel age.*]
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13. THBREPORE GIRD UP THE LOINS OF YOUR MDC, BE SOBER, AND REST
YOUR O^E HJLLY UPCN THE GRACE THAT IS TO BE BROUGHT TD YOU AT THE
REVELATICN OF JESUS (HRIST; [In view of t±ie narvelous things just
nentioned, Peter now makes his application to his readers then and
today. All are asked to do three things: (1) Gird up the loins of
your mind. (2) Be sober. (3) Rest your hope fully on the grace
from Jesus Christ. The "girding up the loins" was afamiliar figure
I n t h i s a g e , a n d i n a g e s p a s t . T h e I s r a e l i t e s a t e t h e fi r s t
passover with outer robes girded about In haste and readiness
(Exodus 12:11). The Roman soldiers of Peter's day, and civilians
who worked and traveled, used such abel t to bind their loose
garments (Ephesians 6:14). When Jesus taught the Importance of
being ready at all times, He said: "Let your waist be girded and
your lamps burning" (Luke 12:35). Peter seems to be saying, in view
of this gospel age of grace and salvation we are privi leged to
enjoy, keep your minds in control. Christians should not become so
cau^t up In physical things that they forget the spiritual (Matthew
(Matthew 6:19,20). In Paul's words to the Romans: "And do not be
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
mind..." (Romans 12:2). Once the mind is under control and in
preparedness, there will be sober thinking (Phillpplans 4:8). With
our minds right, we can turn our full attention to the hope that
comes from the grace that will be brought by our Savior, Jesus
Christ. Those who are prepared will be with Him, but those who are
not will be shut out (Matthew 25:1-13).]

14. AS OBEDIENT ODUDREN, NOT OONFORMIN3 YOURSELVES TO THE H*MER
LUSTS, AS IN YOUR ItaCRANCZ; [Christ used children as an exain)le to
follow in His kingdom (Matthew 18:3), Peter calls upon his readers
to obey as obedient children. What is more beautiful than obedient
c h i l d r e n ? C h i l d r e n a r e c o m m a n d e d t o :

Lord, for this is right" (Ephesians 6:1),
spiritual children to do the same. What will happen if they DO NOT
o b e y ? T h e y w i l l c o n f o r m t h e i r l i v e s t o t h e i r f o r m e r l u s t s ,
they obey God or they will obey the devil. Before they were taught
the gospel, they were in Ignorance and therefore followed lust, but
now they have been taught the way of life. Remember, one can know
better and st i l l d isobey. Instead of being as obedient chi ldren
they could be as disobedient children. However, Peter warns against
following their former evil way of life.]

'obey your parents in the
a n d P e t e r w a n t s t h e s e

E i t h e r

15. BUT AS HE VHO GttLED YOU IS HCLY, YOU ALSO BE HO.Y IN AIL
YCXJR OMUCT, 16. BEXMJSE IT IS WUTTEN, 'BE HO.Y, FOR IAM HCR.Y.
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[Now PetBr sets for them ahi^ and honorable goal for their lives.
I n c o n t r a s t t o t h e i r f o r m e r , l u s t f u l l i f e o f i g n o r a n c e ,
clallenges ttem to be holy like the Holy One who called them,
like Christ—like God! This holiness must be carried out in ALL
their conduct. The way one talks, lives, serves, worships, and the
places one goes, are very lnportant in presenting aconduct that is
holy. One's conduct cannot be holy while being afriend to the
world (Janes 4:4; 1John 2:15-17).]

h e
B e

17. AND IF TOO GALL CN THE FATHER, VHD VffHBDT PARJIALTIY JUDGES
T T H E T H EAOOGRDDG TO EACH (MTS HDIK, CCMIJCr YOJRSH.VES

OF TOUR SOJGURNDG HFRF. IN FEAR; [Since God is the perfect exanple
of being holy, Peter reminds them to call upon Him for help. The
prayers of aChristian (children of God) are to be addressed to
their father: "Our Fatter in heaven. Hallowed be Your name" (Matthew
6:9). The Word declares that God will judge the world, and will do
it through Jesus Christ (Acts 10:42; 17:31). Peter reminds his
readers that each one will be impartially judged according to one's
works. Some were Jews and others Gentiles, but this would not
hinder God's judgjnent—He is no respector of persons (Acts 10:34).
With God's help in being holy, their works will be rl^t, and the
only fear they will have will be reverential fear. As sojourners
(only passing through), they will have areverential fear that will
help them keep His comnandments (Ecclesiastes 12:13). MlUloos are
rebelling and living their lives in an unholy way because they do
not fear God, but the time will come when they must face Him in
judgment and will be punished forever (Matthew 25:46).]

hi; «»«● ;«»

18. RNOUING THAT YOJ WERE NOT REDEEICD WITH OOBBUFTIILE THDCS,
LIKE SILVER OR GOU), FROM YOOR AIEtESS GOMIJCr RECEIVED BY TRADmON
EROM YOOR FATHERS, [As these Christians ke^ their minds under
control, think soberly, and seek to be obedient and holy, they must
rBver forget the source of their redemption. In all generations,
silver and gold (which are corruptible things) have been capable of
buying things! However, Peter declares that they are Incapable of
redeeming oik from sin. Before conversion, these brethren were in
the slavery of sin. Their conduct was aimless because it was guided
by traditions that had come down from their fathers. Traditions
that are not based on God's Word are dangerous because th^ feel
right, even when one is wrong. They often break down the safety
c o n t r o l o f o n e ' s c o n s c i e n c e . J e s u s r e m i n d e d t h e S a d d u c e e s a n d
Pharisees that they were evil and self-righteous because of their
traditions, and that such had led them to disobey God's connandnents
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(Mark 7:9).]

19. BDT WITH THE FRBCKIJS BLOOD OF OffilST, AS OF ALAMB WETHOOT
BLEMISH AND WnHCDT SPOT. [New Peter turns to the only thing that
can redeem—the precious blood of Christ. It Is precious because It
Is the ONLY thing that can save asinner from spiritual death.
Should the American Chneer Society discover avaccine that would
cure cancer, and If It represented the only thing In the world that
would cure this terrible disease, wouldn't It be precious? Thus His
blood Is precious because It Is rare, able to redeem, and a
beautiful gift of love fron God. Christ's blood was the oily blood
without blemish, because He was without sin (Hebrews 4:15; 1Peter
2:22). Peter Is Illustrating Jesus as alamb without blemish based
on the offerings nade under the Levltlcal priesthood,
shall be without blemish" (Exodus 12:5a).
Revelation, John records ascene where Christ Is pictured as aslain
lamb, and they sang the^ words of anew song: "You are worthy to
take the scroll, and to open Its seals; for You were slain, and have
redeemed us to God by Your blood" (Revelation 5:9a).]

' Y o u r l a m b
I n t h e b o o k o f

20. HE INDEH) UAS B E F O R E T H E F O O l C ATr C N O F T H E

WORLD, BDT UAS MANIFEST IN THESE LAST TIMES FOR YDO [This plan of
redemption, with so much power and greatness, was so Important that
It was known before creation. Before God said, "Let there be light"
(Genesis 1:3), the preciousness of Christ's redemption was known.
So many people In all generations have thought of Jesus beginning at
His birth, but He being one of the persons of God has alwa}^
existed. This way of redenptlon was not an afterthou^t of God,
even thou^ It was not made known until the Christian Age.
last times" refers to the age from Christ until time shall be
more. The prophets and angels tried to learn the details of this
plan, but failed to do so. It could be known ONLY when God chose to
manifest It In these last times when He spoke through His Son
(Hebrews 1:1).]

' T h e s e
n o

21. V«) THRDOGH HIM BELIEVE IN GOD, «» RAISED HIM FROM THE DEAD
AND GAVE HIM GLORY, 90 THAT YDDR FAITH AE® HOPE ARE IN GOD. [Peter
goes astep further and relates to these Christians how they ted
been redeemed. They ted believed In God throu^ Christ, because God
the Father raised Him from the dead (Acts 5:30), and gave Him glory
ty allowing Him to ascend to His right hand (Acts 5:31). Now that
these events have happened, the Christian's faith and hope are
firmly grounded in God. Hope Is now "an anchor of the soul, both
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and steadfast" (Hebrews 6:19), both in this life and after thiss u r e

life is over (1 Corinthians 15:19).]

22. SINCE YOU HAVE HRIFIED YOUR SOULS IN OBEHNS THE TRUTH
THROUGH THE SPIRIT IN SINORE LOVE OF THE EREIHREN, [Even thou^
tte redenptive power of Christ's blood is powerful, sufficient, and
precious, it must be reached by the sinner. Peter now refers back
to the time that their souls were purified. It happened when they
obeyed the truth which put them into aspiritual family where they
could love their brethren fervently witii apure heart. What did
they obey when they obeyed the truth? Th^ obeyed Christ and His
Gospel. Jesus taught: "I am the way, the truth, and the life" (John
14:6a). "Sanctify than by Your truth. Your word is truth” (John
17:17). To obey the truth is to obey the Gospel which Paul s^s is
"the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the
Jew first and also for the Greek" (Romans 1:16). Asinner becomes a
penitent believer by hearing the word of God, then after confessing
His faith, he obeys that "form of doctrine" (Romans 6:17), by being
burled in baptism in the llkness of Christ's burial, and by being
raised from baptism in the likeness of Christ's resurrection (Romans
6:4). This is the new birth of "water and the Spirit" (John 3:5),
and "the washing of water ly the word" (Ephesians 5:26).]

LOVE CUE ANOflHER FERVENILY VJITH A PURE HEART, [The love that
Peter calls upon them to have is a fervent and pure love. I t i s a
love that is genuine, not "play acting" like the lypocrites, and is
pure without ulterior motives. When Jesus Introduced His nav
conmandment of loving one another to His disciples. He said: " B y
this all will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for
(xe another" (John 13:34,35). Here, Peter passes on t h i s
comnaandnent to those who have obeyed the Gospel. ]

23. HAVING ffiHJ BORN AGAIN, NOT OF OKRUPTIBLE SEED BUT
DJGOKRUPIIBLE, THROUGH THE VCRD OF GGD VHICH LIVES AND ABTMS
FOREVER, [To put further emphasis on the brotherly love, Peter
reminds ttem of their birth into God's family. Their second birth
was not from the seed of corruptible flesh. Such is corruptible in
the sense that one's physical body dies and returns to the dust
(Ecclesiastes 12:7). However, it is different with the second
birth, these brethren had been bom again through the Word of God,
which lives and abides forever! (Matthew 24:35). One may often
hear the expression, "a bom again Christian." The truth is, there
is no other kind since ONLY those who are bom again are saved from
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sin and in the kingdom (church) (Join 3:5). Peter Is here speaking
of' the same birth tau^t by Jesus to Nlcodemus when He said: ' M o s t
assuredly, Isay to 3rou, uness one Is bom of water and the Spirit,
he cannot enter the kingdom of God" (John 3:5). Seme object to the
Idea of being bom again of the Word—they want some di rect
miraculous experience. However, Peter places enphasls cn the birth
of the Incorruptible Word of God which Is eternal. The Word of God
teaches asinner to become apenitent believer that Jesus Is the
Christ the Son of God, and to be baptized Into Christ (Galatians
3:26,27), to be saved (Mark 16:16). This Is abirth of the Word
that will last forever! ]

24. BEGMJSE "AIL FLESH IS AS GRASS, AMD AIL THE GUK7 OF MAN AS
THE PLOffR OF THE ®ASS, THE GRASS WITHERS, AND ITS FLOWER FAILS
AHAT, 25. HJT THE WDRD CF THE LORD MURES PORFVFR. [Tb prove that
all sinners need to be bom again of the Word which Is eternal,
Peter quotes Isaiah W:6-8. The fleshly part of man Is compared to
the grasses and flowers of the fields. They have their lushness and
beauty, but only for abrief time and then they are gone. Not so
with the Word of the Lord, I t endures forever. Therefore, I t Is
foolish for one to plaoe all empahsls on this fleshly life and fall
to prepare the soul for eterni ty. The bir th of the Word places
one's eyes on things above (Cdosslans 3:1,2), rather than earthly.
It places the value of the soul above all earthly possessions (Mark
8:36,37).

NCW THIS IS THE WORD WUGH B? THE GOSPEL WAS PREACHED TO YOD.

[with this much Importance placed on being bom of the Word, Peter
makes sure his readers understand that he refers to the gospel
preached to them. The new birth Is based on the good news of the
death, burial, and resurrection (1 Cbrlnthlans 15:1-4). Paul wrote
that man or angel would be accursed If they preach another gospel
(Ga la t ians 1 :8 ,9) . He sa id o f h imse l f : 'Woe Is me I f Ido no t
preach the gospel" (1 Corinthians 9:16b). When asinner becomes a
penitent believer, he dies to sin (Renans 6:3), when he Is burled In
the waters of baptism, he Is burled with Christ In death, when he Is
raised from the waters of baptism, he Is raised with Christ (Romans
6:4). This, he has obeyed the form of Christ's death, burial, and
resurrection (Remans 6:17), and free from sin (v. 18). It should be
easy to see wty that ONLY the Word of the gospel would produce the
new birth and salvation (Remans 1:16,17).]
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diopter 2

E , UaUG AS i ra : AU, f«L I (E , a i l gd i l e , hypoousy,
HWY, AND AIL BTIL SPEMOIC, [The word "therefore" ties Peter's
a d m o n i t i o n t h a t f o l l o w s t o w h a t h a s b e e n s a i d . W i t h t h e i r n e w
birth, pure heart, and fervent love f o r e a c h o t h e r , t h e y n e e d t o
seek purity. To do this, they must give up something, and the l i s t
begins with nalloe. In a specific sense, this word means " i l l
wi l l , " and this sin wi l l keep one from loving with apure heart.
However, this Greek work for malice "kakla" is most often used in a
getKral way and means all kinds of wickedness and depravity which
would Include "ill will." (cf. Romans 1:29; 1 C b r l n t h l a n s 1 : 2 9 ;
Ephesians 4:31; James 1:21). Whatever sense Peter had in mind, it
represented an evil that destroys love. The word guile m e a n s
deceit, and when Paul described the sins of the depraved in tJie
first chapter of Remans, he listed this sin (Remans 1:29). This was
asin that made its attack very early in the history of the church.
Ananias and Sapphlra made an effort to deceive the brethren by
selling apossession and keeping back aportion for themselves while
pretending to give al l . However, their l ie cost them their l ives
( A c t s 5 : 1 - 1 0 ) . A n o t h e r e v i l t h a t m u s t b e p u t a s i d e i s
l y p o c r i s y — p r e t e n d i n g t o b e s o m e t h i n g o n e i s n o t .
play-acting, and this sin was severly condemned by Jesus as he
taught the Scribes, and Pharisees (Matthew 23:13-16). Efavy is a
word that ra ises i ts ug ly head in most o f l is ts o f ev i l in the
New Testament (Romans 1:29; Galatians 5:21; Phlllppians 1:15; 1
Timothy 6:4; Titus 3:3). It goes beyond wanting what belongs to
another, but begrudges the fact that the other person has it. Even
if the one env3d.ng does not want such for himself, he does not want
the other person to have it. Peter concludes his list of Inpurltles
to lay aside with evil speaking. It seems that all these sins just
mentioned are demonstrated with the tongue of slander. The tongue
can be used to encourage, to edify, and to express love, or it can
be used to destroy (James 3:1-12). Evil speaking is designed to
destroy love, and Peter wants such laid aside.]

1 .

I t i s

2. AS NHfflORN BABES, OTSIRE THE TORE MIIK OF THE VCRD, THAT YOD
Miff GROW THEREBY, 3. IF Mm) YDD HAVE TASTED THAT THE LORD IS
GRACIGQS. [The author now alludes back to his statement "having
been bom again" (1:21), and calls upon them to desire the proper
food for growth. Whether they were recent or older converts would
not keep this i l lustration of anewborn Infant from applying,
does not say they are newborn babes, but "as newborn babes" desire

H e
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the pure milk of the Word. Afaithful Christian shcxild never lose
his or her desire for the pure Word. Jesus tau^t: " B l e s s e d a r e
ttiose who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be
fi l l e d " ( M a t t h e w 5 : 6 ) . N o t i c e t h a t t h e m i l k m u s t n o t b e
contaminated, It must be the pure milk of the Word. Peter Is
putting emphasis cn the spiritual food that mist nourish all
Chr ist ians. One must study and r ight ly d iv ide the Word to be
approved of God (2 TlnDthy 2:15), because only the Word Is given by
Inspiration of God to make one conplete, thoroughly equipped for
every good work (2 Hnt>tlty 3:16,17). From birth to death, fcllcwers
of the Lord must desire It (as newborn babes) for growth (2 Peter
3:1). Another motive Is given for all to desire the pure spiritual
milk of God. It reminds one of the graciousness of the Lord. The
statement of verse 3Is based on Psalms 34:8. Since they have
tasted the goodness and graciousness of God, they should want to
feast faithfully on His Word. One must not separate the Word from
I t s a u t h o r, t h e L o r d . H e I s t h e o n e w h o g i v e s I t t r u t h a n d
sustaining life (John 6:63).]

4 . O O M I N G T O H I M A S T O A L I V 1 N 3 S K W E R E J E C T H ) n C * I D H ? B D T

ODSN By GOD AM) PRBCIOOS, [The one who has made possible, all the
beautiful things discussed thus far by Peter, Is the Savior, Jesus
Chr is t . The i r b i r th and sp i r i tua l growth had been poss ib le by
coming to Jesus as aliving stone, which man had rejected, but God
accepted as being precious. The "coming to Him" represented the
time that they had been "bom again" of the Incorruptible Word
(1:23). Peter now Introduces another figure to describe their
spir i tual re lat ionship to Chr ist . He Is al iv ing chief cornerstone
In the tenq^le of God. All Christians, (as living stones) are build
around Him In spite of the fact that man rejected Him. To God, He
Is the chosen one and Is precious, rare, (only one) and beautiful.
One comes to Jesus, the l iv ing stone, by becoming apeni tent
believer who Is baptized INID CHRIST (Galatians 3:26,26), for the
remission of sins (Acts 2:38).]

5. 'yoo ALSO, AS uvnc STONES, ARE BEING BUILT DP ASPIRITOAL
HOUSE, AHOLY PRIESnCCD, TO OFFER DP SPIRITUAL SACRIFICES
AOEPTABLE TO G® THHDDGB JESUS CHRIST. [Tte figure of God's Tenple
being built around Jesus as the chief cornerstone Is continued as
Peter reminds his readers that they are as l iv ing stones. The
physical temple located In Jerusalem was made up of dead stones, but
now the house of God, the church (1 Uiiotly 3:15), Is built up of
living stones (Christians) around Jesus the living cornerstone.
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Instead of the Levitlcal priesthood, Peter reminds his readers that
they are aholy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God throu^ Jesus Christ the great High Priest
(Hebrews 4:14,15). Such sacrifices begin Ty presenting their
"bodies aliving sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your
reasonable service" (Remans 12:1). What agreat honor to love the
Lord enough to give one's heart, soul, strength, and mind to Him In
His service (Mark 12:30). Therefore, when our bodies are presented
In spiritual worship and faithful service to God, we are acceptable
to Him through His Son, Jesus Christ (Hebrews 13:15).]

6. THBREPORE IT IS ALSO ODKEAINED IN THE SOaFIDRE, "BfHOID ILAY
IN ZION ACHIEF (BRNERSTONE, ELECT, PRBCIODS, AND HE VBO BELIEi^ ON
HIM WILL mNO JEANS BE POT TO SHAME.” [To back up the fact that
Jesus Is the chief cornerstone, Peter quotes from the Old Testament
scriptures (Isaiah 8:14; 28:16; Psalms 118:22). Jesus' important
possitlon In the new temple was foretold hundreds of years before
His appearance. As this important cornerstone, Jesus was elect and
precious—the ONLY one who could fulfill this possitlon. In fact,
all the Important rolls that Jesus has in all realms cannot be
shared or rivaled by another. There Is no other name for salvation
(Acts 4:12), no other Son of God to be given (Jehn 3:16), no other
way to the Father (John 14:6), no other door to God's sheepfold
(John 10:7), no other foundation (1 Corinthians 3:11), and no other
cornerstone. Since this Is true, believers will never regret or be
ashamed of their believing In Him. "He who believes and is baptized
will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned" (Mark
16:16). What could be more regretful and shameful than to face
Jesus at the Judgment Day as an unbeliever? Without believing In
Him, one dies In his sins and cannot be with Jesus (John 8:24).]

7. THEREFORE, TO YOD WD EELUVE, HE IS PREaCDS; BOT TO THOSE
WHD ARE DIS0BH)IENr, THE STONE ViHCH THE BDIiraRS REJECTED HAS
BECOME THE OHIEF CORNERSTONE," 8. AND "A STONE OF STOMBLDG AND A
ROCK OF OFFENSE.” THEY SIDMELE, BEING DISOBEDIENT TO THE WORD, TO
VEHCH THEY ALSO HERE AETOINTED. [Peter now sums up his conclusion
about one either accepting Jesus or rejecting Him as the chief
cornerstone. Even thou^ the scripture says that He Is an elect and
precious stone. He is precious only to the believers. The apostle
r e m i n d s h i s r e a d e r s f u r t h e r t h a t t h e o n e w h o m t h e u n b e l i e v e r s
rejected has been made the chief cornerstone. During Christ's
ministry. He was often rejected, "He came to His own, and His own
did not receive Him" (John 1:11). Many of the Jewish leaders spent
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their time trying to trap Him so that others would join them in
rejecting Jesus (Matthew 22:17; Mark 12:14). However, His greatest
rejection came when He was finally given amock trial and crucified
(Iiice 23). Jesus became to the unbelievers, astone in their
pathway. He had to be dealt with either as asteplng stone to
eternal life, or astone of stumbling and offense. When one rejects
Christ, he becomes disobedient and rejects the Word. The scriptures
had foretold the coming of Christ, and even the fact that He would
be rejected (Isaiah 53:3). Those who had stumbled over this chief
cornerstone, and had disbelieved the Word, had fulfilled the
prophecies. It is sad to note that mil l ions today are sti l l
stumbling over Jesus, the elect and precious cornerstone!]

9. EOT YOU ARE AODSEN GENERAUCN, AR05CAL PRIESIHOCD, AHOLY
NAUCN, ms OW special PHPLE, that you Mff PROCLAIM THE PRAISES OF
HIM l«D CMLBD YOU (OT OF DARKNESS IMIO HIS IftRVTLGDS UGHT; [Peter
has just painted adark gloomy picture of those who had rejected
Jesus, and now in contrast he honors his faithful Christian readers.
What has just been said of the unbelievers is not true with you,
seems to be his message. To prove his point, he nunerates seme
honored character ist ics that they possess. Note that these are
lifted from physical Israel and applied to spiritual Israel: ( 1 ) A
chosen generation. God does not do things by chance, but with
divine planning. When preparation was made to bring His Son (the
Messiah) into the world, God chose Abraham to bring forth from his
seed achosen nat ion (Genesis 12:3) . For centur ies they were
recognized as God's chosen people, and His chosen ones (Isaiah
43:20b). New, Peter nanlnds these Christians that they represent
God's chosen generation, God's people (Eph. 2:14-18; Galatians
3:28), because when (both Jews and Gentiles) believed on Jesus, and
obeyed the Word, they became God's chosen ^neratlon. (2) Aroyal
priesthood. God had asked Moses to declare to Israel that if they
would obey His voice that they would be "a kingdom of priests and a
holy nation" Ebodus 19:6]. They would praise Him, and recognize
that He had called them out of darkness into His marvelous light.
Sin represents the devil and darkness, but the Lord offers an escape
into light. Not only had they answered the call to come our of
(brkness, but they were to proclaim His praises to others.]

ID. WHO CNCE WERE NOT APEOPLE BUT «E NOW THE PEOPLE OF GOD, «»
BAD NOT OBTAINED mXS EUT NOW HAVE OBTAINED ICRCY.

exalted possltlon these Christians are in, both Jews and Gentiles,
Peter alludes to Hosea 2:23, and reminds them that they are new

[Tb show the
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special with God. The thought of this verse was especially true of
the Gentiles, because they had not received the law (as the Jews),
and had chosen (as ageneral rule) heathenism. However, new it is
different for those in Christ! Those who have obeyed the Gospel,
Jews and Gentiles, are apeople of God, and have obtained mercy,
(Galatians 3:26 ,28].

11. BELCVH), IBffi YCU AS SOJODRNFRS AND PILGRIIB, ABSTAIN FRDH
FLESHLY UJSTS WIECH WAR fCXHtST THE SOOL, [At this point, Peter
reminds them that they are loved by him as well as being loved by
God. Since they are God's people, Peter wishes them to keep their
eyes on the spiritual rather than the fleshly. Thus, he begs them
to be wide-awake to the destructlbll lty of the fleshly lust waring
to destroy their souls. These brethren are reminded that they are
sojourners and pilgrims. This was true with them physically because
they were living away from their home land, Canaan, but even more
so, spiritually, (Hebrews 11:13). In the few short years of
pUgramage, fleshly lusts could cause them to lose their souls
forever. Then, what profit would all ^Ins of this life be? (Mark
8:36). Fleshly lusts represent the enemy of the soul, and without
Jesus the Savior, the war is lost. "0 wretched iran that Iam! Who
will deliver me from this boefy of death? Ithank God— throu^ Jesus
C h r i s t o u r L o r d ! T h e r e i s t h e r e f o r e n o w n o c o n d e m n a t i o n t o t h o s e
who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but
according to the Spirit" (Remans 7:24—8:1). The only way to win
over the flesh is to walk in the Spirit (Galatians 5:16)].

12. HAVING YDDR OMIICr HONORABLE AMWG THE GENTILES, THAT VHEN
THEY SPEAK AGAINSr YOI AS EVIUXIRS, THEY MAY, BY YDDR GOOD WORKS
WUCH THEY OBSERVE, GLGRIFy GOD IN THE DAY OF VISmTION. [One of
the ways to avoid fleshly lusts which destroy the soul is to conduct
one 's l i fe in ahonest and honorab le way before the heathen Gai t l les
of that day, even when accused of evil. Retaliate the evil of these
Gentiles with good works, and this iray lead them to glorify God in
the day of visitation. Fleshly lusts would say, do them evil, and
do them harm, but this is wrong. Show them good works Instead!
"Therefore if your enemy hungers, feed him; if he thirst, give him a
drink; for in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head. Do
not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good" (Romans
12:20,21). The day of visitation evidently means when God shall
visit them, but the question is when, and in what way? Some have
thou^t the final Judgment Day, but others feel that the context
suggests when God visits them In^rcy. If this is wbat Peter had
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In mind, the day of visitation would be when the saving gospel is
preached to them. In such case, whether or not they obeyed the
gospel would determine whether His visitation would be salvation or
condemnation (Mark 16:15,16). Sane evil men and wonen have been
receptive to the gospel call today because they saw faithful
Christian acts, even in the face of persecutions.]

13. THEREKSE SUHIIT TODRSELVES TO EVERY 0RDINAN(E OF MAN EOR THE
LQRirS SAKE, VMEfflER TO THE KDG AS SOEREie, 14. OR TO GOraWORS,
AS TO THOSE VHO ARE SBir BY HIM FDR THE PUNISWfNT OF EVUIXERS AND
FDR THE PRAISE OF THOSE IHO DO GOOD. [Peter now turns his attention
to the human ins t i tu t ions wh ich en fo rce the laws o f the land . Even
thou^ these laws may occasionally go a^lnst God and the truth, as
ageneral rule they are designed to punish the evildoers. When such
leaders and laws do not conflict with God's will, Christians must
obey them. "Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities.
Far there is no authority except from God, and the authorities that
exist are appointed by God. Therefore whoever resists the authority
resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring
Judgment on themselves" (Romans 13:1,2). However, in the event they
oppose God's will, God must be obeyed. When Peter and John were
cotrmanded by law authorities to disobey God, they answered, "Whether
it is right in the sight of God to listen to you more than to G o d ,
you judge. For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen
and heard" (Acts 4:19,20). Peter begins with the king, and includes
all working under him. Some have supposed the king to be the
Enperor, and the rulers under him. Even thou^ there are
exceptions, tl»se rulers will be afriend to thosewho do good.
"For rulers are not aterror to good works, but to evil. Do you
want to be unafraid of the authority? Do what is good, and you will
have praise from the same" (Remans 13:3). God uses the rulers to
help those who are good, and to punish those who do evil.
Therefore, they are referred to as "God's minister to you for good,"
and "God's minister,
practices evil" (Remans 13:4)].

a n a v e n g e r t o e x e c u t e w r a t h o n h i m w h o

15. FDR THIS IS THE VflU. OF GCD, THAT BY DQDG GOOD YOJ EWY POT
TO SILEN(E THE lOBRANCE OF FDOLISH »«N— 16. AS FREE, YET NDT
USDC YOUR LmRTY AS AODAK FOR VKE, BUT AS SERVANTS OF GOD."
[By obeying the rulers and laws of the land that do not conflict
with God's will, Christians follow God's way of putting to silence
Ignorant and foolish men. Faithful followers of Christ, make a
better envlroranent in which to live, and are law abiding citizens.
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Whan Peter wrote this epistle, some thought of Christians as rebels
v4» opposed the laws of the land, but this was false. The only way
to elevlate such Ignorance was to do good and follow the laws of the
land. Since Christianity set them free (John 8:32), even from the
law of Moses, some must have thou^t that they could Ignore the
human institutions of law and order. This type of attitude could
lead them to feel free to commit evil. However, this attitude was
wrong and contrary to being aservant of God. Paul gave asimular
warning, "For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do
not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, but throu^ love
serve one another" (Galatians 5:13).]

17. HCNQR ALL FBQFLE, LOVE THE 9 [ ) . W M L G O ) . B G N C R I H E

KING. [This little verse seems to sum up the attitude Christians are
to have toward others in all posit ions of l i fe. Honor all people
refers to those who deserve honor. As Christians, we are to live in
this world even though we must not fol low worldly and fleshly
practices (John 17:15). We nust strive to do good to all.
"Therefore, as we have opprtunlty, let us do good to all, especially
to those who are of the household of faith" (Galatians 6:10). Peter
calls upon his readers to love the brotherinod. This means all who
a r e b r o t h e r s a n d s i s t e r s i n C h r i s t . L o w e i s t h e c e m e n t t h a t h o l d s

t h e b r o t h e r h o o d o f C h r i s t t o g e t h e r. J e s u s t a u g h t ,
oomnandment Igive to you that you love one another, as Ihave loved
you, that you also love one another" (John 13:34). Peter, in this
verse, uses the Greek word a^pao for love, which represents the
most caring love possible. The thou^t is to love AIL brothers and
sisters in Christ. "Be kindly affectionate to one another with
brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another;" (Romans
12:10). Fearing God means to reverence Him to the point of obeying
Him. "Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is the whole
duty of man. For God will bring every woric into judgment, including
every sec re t th ing , whe ther i t i s good o r whe ther i t i s ev i l "
(Ecclesiastes 12:13,14). As one fears God, he must also honor the
king and govermsntal rulers on earth. Since God appoints them for
the good of His people, they must be honored (Remans 13:1-7).]

' A n e w

18. SEByANIS, EE SJEHISSIVE ID YOQR MASTERS UETH AIL FEAR, NOT
CNLY TO THE GOOD AN) GHULE, EOT ALSO TO THE HARSH. 19. FOR THIS IS
(mCMDAELE, IF ffiCAUSE OF OONSCIM(£ TDUARD GCD CNE BUSES GRIEF,
SUFFERING UtCNGFUIlY. [The laws of the land at this writing had a
le^l system of slavery, and when slaves became Christians and found
f reedom in Chr is t , i t was a temptat ion to neg lect the i r ear th ly
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masters. However, Peter calls upon them to be submissive even If a
nester Is harsh (crooked or unfair). Wty? Because, In so doing,
one Is mindful of God and pleasing Him. They were asked to do right
because they belonged to the Lord even If made to suffer wrongfully.
Jesus set the perfect example of doing rl^t when wronged (1 Peter
2:23). Paul ^ve this description of the actions of the apostles,
"And we labor, working with our own hands. Being reviled, we bless;
being persecuted, we endure It; being defamed, we entreat..." (1
Corinthians 4:12,13). The principles In these verses apply to
employer/employee relationships today.]

20. FOR VHAT CREDIT IS IT IF, VHEN YtXJ ARE BEATEN K» TODR
BMJLTS, YCD TAKE IT PAITENIL?? BDT WEN YOO DO OOCD AND SDFFER TOR
IT, IF TOD TAKE IT PATIENTLY, THIS IS OMffNDABLE BEKJRE GCD.
[There seene to be atest Involved In the proper reactions of slaves
to their masters. If they have done wrong and patiently take their
pun ishment , wha t c red i t I s due? However, to pa t ien t l y su f fe r
because they are faithful ly fol lowing God, this Is conmendable.
Why? Because such actions come from being like Jesus. He tau^t
His disciples, "Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you,
and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. Rejoice
and be exceedingly glad, for great Is your reward In heaven, for so
they persecuted the prophets who were before you'
5:11,12).]

(Matthew

21. FOR TO THIS YCD WERE ClffLBD, BECMJSE CHRIST ALSO SDFFEEED FDR
US, LEASTOG DS AN EXAMPLE, THAT YOD SHDDID FDUCIW HIS STEPS: [The
v e r y g o s p e l t h a t c a l l e d t h e m a n d a l l o t h e r C h r i s t i a n s , ( 2
Thessalonlans 2:14), was the fact that Jesus died, was burled, and
resurrected from the dead (1 Corinthians 15:1-4). Jesus had taught,
'Vhoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up
his cross, and follow Me" (Mark 8:34). Paul urged the Roman
Chr i s t i ans to p resen t the i r ' bod ies as a l i v ing sac r i fice , ho ly,
acceptable to God, which Is your reasonable service" (Romans 12:1).
Thus, suffering was often associated with following Christ!
However, the greatest proof of all Is found In the example of the
suffer ing Jesus did whi le l iv ing, and then dying on the cross.
These Christians, and all to follow In other generations, are to
suffer by following In His steps. With this attitude, the servant,
with the unfair master, could emdlre grief and suffer wrongly. By
walking In Jesus' steps, persecutions would never stop the growth of
Christians then or In ages to come. What about today? Do we follow
the steps of Jesus CM.Y If the way Is easy? What about the times we
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are harmed for doing right, judged wiUxiuL the facts, and mocked for
following truth? We' sing,
calling. Gome follow Me," but do we follow Him when t±e going gets
rou^?]

Sweetly, Lord, have we heard thee

22. «B0 OMirrraD M) sin, NCR V»S GOILE FCDM) in his MDOTH, 23.
VHO, V«EN HE WAS REVILED, DID NOT REVILE IN REKIRN; WHEN HE
SDFFERED, HE DID NOT THREATEN, HJT (OtllTTED HIMSELF TO HIM VHO
JUDGES RIGHTEDDSLY; [Jesus lived on this earth more than thirty
years, yet never committed asin. He died as asinner would die,
h u t H e w a s I n n o c e n t ! " F o r H e m a d e H i m w h o k n e w n o s i n t o b e s i n f o r

us, that ws might become the righteousness of God in Him" (2
Corinthians 5:21). How could he live without committing asin?
Some have felt that since He was the Son of God, that sin was not
tBiptlng to Jesus. This concept is false because Jesus was singled
out by the devil and teirpted in the wilderness (Matthew 4:1-11).
The Hebrew wri ter says of Jesus, " . . .but He was in al l points
tempted as we are, }ret without sin" (Hebrews 4:15). Jesus is
(fescribed further, "Who is holy, harmless, undeflled, separate from
sinners, and has become higher than the heavens" (Hebrews 7:26).
Peter gives some examples of the sinlessness of Jesus as he alludes
to Isaiah 53. There was no guild (deceit) found in His mouth. They
reviled or abused Him, but He did not abuse them. The sinful enemy
of Jesus did everything in their power to make Him suffer, but He
did not threaten them with any type of retaliation. Instead, He
prayed, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do"
(Iiike 23:34). Instead of resisting the cross and punishing the
enemy, Jesus committed Himself to the cross and all the punishment
as aguilty sinner, even thou^ He was perfect. He knew that such
was H is Fa the r ' s w i l l , and God wou ld j udge these ev i l ac t s
rl^teously. It is not easy to hold our tongues and actions when
wronged. We are benpted to get even instead of returning good for
e v i l . ]

24. VBO HIMSELF BORE COR SINS IN HIS OWi BODY ON THE TREE, THAT
WE, HAVDG DIED TO SINS, MIGHT LIVE R» RIGHTEOUSNESS—BY VHOSE
STRIPES YOU WERE HEALED. [Peter continues to show that Isaiah's
prophecy was fulfilled in Christ by giving the purpose of His death.
E\en thou^ He had no s ins of His own. His body bore (as a
sacrifice) the sins of others. "So Christ was offered once to bear
the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear
asecond time, apart from sin, for salvation" (Hebrews 9:28).
tree means "wood or piece of wood" and in this context refers to the
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cross. That which was considered acurse, became mankind's greatest
blessing (Galatians 3:13). Who can be forgiven because of this
sacr ificial death of Jesus? Those who die to s in, and l ive for
rl^teousness (Ronans 6:1-4). Is this death available to all who
are lost in sin? Yes, but only afew will respond bo His death for
cleansing and salvation (Matthew 7:13,14). To be healed by His
stripes (death on the cross) asinner must obey aform of His death,
burial, and resurrection (Ronans 6:17). This process is described by
Paul as dying to sin, and being burled and raised in baptism to a
new life in Jesus (Ronans 6:1-4; Galatians 3:26,27).]

25. FOR YOU WERE LIKE SffiEP GOING ASIRAY, EOT HAVE NOW REIURNBD
TO THE SHEPHERD AND OVERSEER OF YOUR SOULS. [A l̂n, the prophecy of
Isaiah is used by Peter to show the Importance of Christ's death on
the cross (Isaiah 53:6). The figure is sheep without ashepherd
that have been returned to the Shepherd. When living in sin, we are
without spiritual guidance, but with the oversight of the Shepherd,
we are brought under control. Tte going astray without ashepherd
means that all were lost in sin and facing death (Ronans 6:23;
7:24).
forgiven and saved from sin by the shedding of His blood,
in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been made near by the
blood of Christ" (Efhesians 2:13). Al l Christ ians have Jesus to
lead them as the good Shepherd who was willing to lay down His life
for His sheep (John 10:1-18).

However, with the Shepherd and overseer of our souls, we are
B u t n o w
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dapter 3

1. LIKEWISE TOO WIVES, BE SOBHISSIVE TO TOOK OW BDSBMiK, THAT
EraN IF SOME DO IWT OBEY THE WORD, THET, WTIHCOT AWORD, MAY BE VBN
BY THE OCNDDCr OF THEIR WIVES, 2. WEN THEY OBSERVE YDDR (MASIE
OOnUCT AOOYPANIED BY FEAR. [Peter has given instructions for
submission to government authorities (2:13-17), servants to masters,
(2:18-21) and now he turns to another relationship that affects
one"s sp i r i tua l l i fe . Peter Inst ructs Chr is t ian wives how to be
submissive to their own husbands even if their lasbands are not
Christians. God has assigned both men and women their roles and
responsibilities in life, and both are very Inportant. Whether oc
not man or woman approves, God has given man headship with love over
his wife. "But Iwant you to know that the head of every nan is
Christ, the head of woman is man, and the head of Christ is God" (1
Corinthians 11:3). "Fa: the husband is head of the wife,
Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savlca: of the botfy"
(EJlieslans 5:23). For man to be the head, the wife mist be
submissive. "Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord”
(Ephesians 5:22). This is God's way and has brou^t happliass to
millions when the husband loves his wife (Ephesians 5:25). In thl̂
context, Peter refers to this God-given arrangement as away to
convert an unbelieving husband. Even though the unbelieving husband
will not obey the Word by being tau^t, he is won to Christ, by the
Word, as he sees it lived in his submissive wife. He will obey the
word, but only because he sees her chaste conduct and fear of God as
aChristian wife. Peter is not suggesting that awife must submit
to her hishand if he commands her to sin! With this type of
submission, she could not fear God and show her chaste conduct,
all situations of life, we must obey God rather than men (Acts
4:19,20). However, in this marriage relationship ttet does not go
a^inst God's will, she must submit to please God, and to win her
husband to Christ].

a s a l s o

I n

3. DO tCT LET YGDR BEAUTY BE THAT (UTWARD ADOEWDG OF ARRANGHC
THE HAIR, OF WEARING GCU), CR OF POTTING CN FINE APPiBEL; 4. HUT
LET IT BE THE HIEDEN PERSON (F THE HEART, WITH THE INGORRUPTIILE
ORNAMNT OF AGEMILE AND QOIEr SPIRIT, VHI(H IS VERY EREUGUS IN THE
SIGHT OF GCD. [Peter has just discussed the power of awife to win
her husband to the Word by achiaste conduct. Now hie reminds her of
the true meaning of lier beauty. True beauty is rut adorning the
outward appearance, but the gentle and quiet spirit of the hieart.
Peter does not seem to be condemning awoman for making hier outward
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appearance attractive, ualess she does so excessively and with
Immodest apparel. " In l ike manner also, that the wcmen adorn
themselves In modest apparel , wi th propr iety and moderat ion,
(discretion) not with braided hair or gold or pearls or costly
clothing, but, which Is proper for women professing godliness, with
good works" (1 Umothy 2:9). However, he Is warning her a^lnst
excessive outward display, and letting such be her only beauty.
Wives who depend on outward adorning only for their beauty will
never win an unbelieving husband to the Word. Therefore, true
beauty must come from within the heart, and be displayed dally by a
gentle and quiet spir i t . The outward finery wil l corrupt, but the
beautiful heart that pleases God will never be destroyed, and will
become even more beautiful as the years pass. "Even though our
outward man is perishing, yet the Inward man Is being renewed day by
day" (2 Corinthians A:16)].

5. PDR IN THIS fWWBEt, IN POTOCR TIMES, THE HOLY VCMEN VHO
TRUSTED IN GCD ALSO ADCRNED THEICELVES, BEDG SUBMISSIVE TO THEIR
OUN HUSBANDS, 6. AS SARAH OBEYED ABRAHAM, CALLING HIM LCRD, WHOSE

RS YOU ARE IF YOU DO OOCD AND ARE NOT AFRAID WITH ANY TERROR.

[To further Illustrate the type of submissive wife Peter has In
mind, he refers to the holy women of the Old Testament who were
submissive to their own husbands. These women were holy because
diey trusted In God who Is holy (1 Peter 1:15). Peter singles out
Sarah as an example of one who obeyed her husband Abraham and called
him lord which means nester (Genesis 19:2A). Sarah and others
depended on the h idden person o f the hear t fo r the i r beauty. Sarah
and other holy wcmen, are to be models for Christ ian women.
Spiritually, Christian women are their daughters If they display the
same good, and do not allow fear to drive them from performing the
same good. Today it Is not uncommon to hear wives ridiculed who
fol low the bibl ical exanple of honoring their husbands. Without
doubt . I t takes courage to s tand up for r ight when the wor ld
ridicules those who dare to be different. However, Christian women
should not fear the world since such will pass away, and Is an eneny
to God (Janes A:4; 1John 2:15-17).]

E

7. LIKEWISE YOU HUSBANDS, DWELL WITH THEM WITH UNMERSTANDINS,
GIVING HONOR TO THE WIFE, AS TO THE WEAKER VESSEL, AND AS BEING
HEIRS TOGETHER OF THE GRACE OF LIFE, THAT YOUR PRAYERS MAY NOT BE
mNDERED. ISince husbands and wives are given different roles In
life, Peter Instructs them separately. The only way for amarrla^
t o p l e a s e G o d I s f o r b o t h h u s b a n d a n d w i f e t o f u l fi l l t h e i r
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God-glveti place. With the assignment of headship, It could be a
tempta t ion fo r ah jsband to abuse h is poss l t l on , and becon te
Inconsiderate toward his wife. Peter wants hisbands to know, that
t h e y l i k e w i s e h a v e I n s t r u c t i o n s t o f o l l o w. F i r s t , t h ^ m u s t
u n d e r s t a n d t h e n a t u r e o f a w o m a n . S o m e m e n a s s u m e t h a t w o m e n a r e

the same as men excep t f o r t h ie r sexua l phys i ca l ana tomy.
Therefore, In al l areas such husbands dwel l wi th them without
understanding. Peter suggests some ways for Christian husbands to
give honor and to show understanding. (1) Recognize them as being
aweaker vessel. The word vessel Is applied to the human body.
"That each of you should know how to possess his own vessel In
sanctification and honor" (1 Thessalonlans 4:4). As ageneral rule,
the wife's body Is not as strong physically as that of the husband.
This does not mean that she Is inferior, because this Is the way
woman was created. In fact, one of the beautiful traits of awoman
is her tender and weaker body as compared to that o f man.
Therefore, the husband should understand this and desire to protect
her. He should not itake unreasonable demands, and expect her to
display the same pt^lcal strength as himself. (2) The second w^
for the husband to honor his wife Is to consider her as being heirs
together w i th h im of the grace o f l i fe . When God 's grace Is
extended. He does not shew partiality to bond or free, Jew or Gredt;
male or female (Galatians 3:28). The husband who falls to honor his
wife cannot properly pray, and likewise may hinder her prayers.].

8. FINALLY, AIL OF YOJ BE OF ONE MDB, HAVDG OOTPASSICN TOR ONE
ANDflHER; I£VE AS EROTfflERS, BE TENDERHEARTED, BE OOURTEDDS; [In
addition to these special relationships just discussed, Peter now
turns to all the brethren, and calls upon them to be of one mind.
Chr i s t i an i t y I s a team e f fo r t , and d i v i s i on I s t he work o f t he
devi l . This Is not to say that abody of bel ievers can al l think
alike, and never have adifference. However, they can have one mind
In the sense of following the teachings of Jesus. They can set
their minds on allowing Christ to be the head of the Church and on
following His teaching. "Whoever transgresses and does not abide In
t h e d o c t r i n e o f C h r i s t d o e s n o t h a v e G o d . H e w h o a b i d e s i n t h e

doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son" (2 John 9).
Religious division Is sinful, and Paul called upon the church at
Cbrinth to, "speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions
among you, but that you be perfectly joined together In the same
mind and in the same judgnent" (1 Cbrlnthlans 1:10). With this one
mind. It becomes easier to show compassion or sympathy, to love, to
be tenderhearted, and courteous to brothers and sisters In Christ.
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Please note that these four virtues compliment each other,
easy to show compassion, sympathy, tenderness in our hearts, and to
be courteous to abrother or sisters whom we love. Paul sheds light
on this verse in these words, "And be kind to one another,
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God in Christ also
forgave you" (Ephesians 4:32)].

I t i s

9. NOT REIURNDG BHL FOR ESTIL GR REVILDG KR REYILDG, HIT ON
THE OONIRARY HJSSING, ECNOHDG THAT YOU WERE GALLED TO THIS, THAT
YOI MAY INHERIT AHJSSDG.” [After giving the postlve feelings and
actions Christians are to have toward each other, Peter numerates
two ne^tlve things to avoid. (1) Don't return evil for evil. The
flesh says, you did me evil, and I'll get you back with even more
evil. You reviled or abused me with words, and I' l l speak more
severally! Peter lets his readers know that this kind of attitude
is wrong, and they should rather return ablessing. Wty? Because
this is the reason wly you were called! Thus, to receive God's
blessing, you must bless those who speak evil a^lnst you. "Do not
be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good" (Romans 12:21).
'love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who
hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute
you" (Matthew 5:44). What is the blessing that Christians will
inherit? "Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward
in heaven" (Matthew 5:12)].

10. FDR HE VHO WDOID nWE LIFE AM) SEE GOOD DAYS, LET HIM
RETRAIN HIS TONGUE FROM EVIL, AND HIS LIPS HtOM SPEAEONG GUILE; 11.
LET HIM TURN AWAY FROM EVIL AND DO GOOD; LET HIM SEEK PEACE AND
FORSUE rr. [To verify this new way of life taught in Christianity,
Peter uses aquote from Psalm 34:12-16. There is anatural longing
In the hearts of nankind to be happy in life. It has been said that
happiness is the thing most often sought after and less found than
anything else in the world. To be happy, it is inportant to love
l i fe and experience good days. When l i fe is loved, i t becomes
e a s i e r t o a c c e p t e v e n t h e d i f fi c u l t t i m e s . H o w e v e r, I n t h i s
context, Peter is discussing what we can or cannot do to love life
and see good days. The first thing suggested is to refrain our
tongues from evil. Wly begin with the tongue? Because an unbridled
tongue bas an evil effect on all aspects of life. In the Epistle of
James, immediately before defining pure religion, James defined a
religion that is vain and useless. "If anyone among you thinks he
is religious, and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own
heart, this one's religion is useless" (James 1:26). The word
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refrain used by Peter means, "to stop." Thus, one Is to stop his
tongue from evil and his lips from speaking guile. Since the tongue
cannot be tamed, James 3:8, it nust NEVIR be without abridle. When
controlled, the tongue and words spoken bring great blessings, but
when uncontrolled, "It is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison"
(Janes 3:8). Once the tongue is under control, to love life and
good days, Peter calls upon his readers to turn away from evil and
do good. Each individual must determine the direction of his or her
life. Yes, we can Influence each other, but the final decision
comes down to our personal choices. In the statement before us,
Peter defines the fruits of repentance. Genuine repentance is a
decision of the heart to turn away from evil and to follow
righteousness. "Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins
may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the
presence of the Lord" (Acts 3:19). It is not enou^ just to turn
away from evil, but one must replace the evil with good. " R e s i s t
the devil and he will flee from you. Draw near to God and He will
draw near to you" (James 4:7,8). This love of life and good days
must be sought or pursued! Millions in every ^neration, sit bade
and expect their ship to come in so they can find happiness.
However, the peace that comes from doing rl^t must be pursued. God
provides the many opportunities, but mankind nust seek them. "If it
is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men"
(Romans 12:18)].

s e e

12. FCR THE EYES OF THE LCKD ARE CN THE RTGHTHniS, AM) HIS EARS
ARE (P0J TO THEIR PRAYERS; BUT THE FAffi OB THE LCRD IS AGADJST THOSE
VHO DO Eini." [Peter closes the quote from this Psalm referring
to God's part in one's pursuit for loving life and seeing good days.
All will be failure without God's help! What an assurance to know
that when we are righteous (right with God) His eyes are on us and
His ears open bo hear our prayers. This is the foundation on which
a l l C h r i s t i a n s s h o u l d b u i l d t h e i r l i v e s . R e f u s e t h e e v i l a n d f o l l o w
the good, and God will bless. "For the Lord knows the way of tlie
righteous, but the way of the ungodly shall perish" (Psalm 1:6).
The blind man who was healed by Jesus, sunned up this principle in
these words, "Now we know that God does not hear sinners; but if
aryooe is aworshiper of God and does His will. He hears him" (John
9:31)] .

13. AND VHO IS HE VH) WIU. HARM YDD IF YDD ffitOe HMDWERS OF
VHAT IS GOCD? 14. BDT EVEN IF YOD MXJIJ) SUFFER FDR RKHTHOUaJESS'
SAKE, YOU ARE BLESSED. 'AND DO NOT BE AFRAID OB THEIR TEEEATS, NGR
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BE TBDDIUD.'' [In view of the fact that the Lord is watching the
faithful, and listening to their pra3rers, who can harm you? This is
arhetorical question and the answer Inferred is, no one can harm
you if you are following that which is good! They may persecute,
but this will not keep you from God's blessing. Notice, they must
be followers of what is good. The oldest manuscripts have, "zealous
of" what is good. Peter is not discussing lukewarm followers like
the church at Laodlcea (Revelation 2:14-22), but followers on fire
with zeal. "Who gave Himself for us, that He ml^t redeem us from
every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people,
zealous for good works" (Titus 2:14). Peter seems to be saying that
as ageneral rule you will not be harmed for zealously following
good, but If you do suffer for rl^teousness' s^, you will still
be blessed. This is what Jesus taught. "Blessed are those who are
persecuted for rl^teousness' sdce, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven" (Matthew 5:10). "And do not fear those who kill the body
b u t c a n n o t k i l l t h e s o u l . B u t r a t h e r f e a r H i m w h o i s a b l e t o
destroy both soul and body in hell" (bbtthew 10:28). Therefore, in
view of God taking care of you, don't be afraid or troubled over
those who may persecute you.]

15. Hir SANCTIFY THE LORD GCD IN YCDR HEARTS, AND ALWAYS BE READY
TO GIVE ATKFBNSE TO EVERYCNE WD ASCS YOJ AREASON FDR THE HOPE

AND FEAR; [Instead of fearing ycurTHAT IS IN YOU, WITH E
persecutors, Peter first calls upon his readers to sanctify or
reverence the Lord God (Christ) in their hearts. Is this enou^?
No, there is adefense to be given while they are feeling this
r e v e r e n c e i n t h e i r h e a r t s f c r t h e L o r d . W h a t i s t o b e d e f e n d e d ?
The reason for their hope in Christ Jesus. To defend one's hope in
Christ would involve showing Him to be the Son of God who came to
earth, lived alife without sin, died for the sins of others, was
burrled in atomb, but came forth to life, and ascencted back to His
Father. Therefore, because Ife died and was raised to live forever,
the hope of all Christians is that throu^ Him all can have eternal
l i fe . "My hope is bui l t on noth ing less t ixm Jesus ' b lood and
rl^tecusness; Idare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean
on Jesus' name. On Christ, the solid rock Istand; all other ground
is sinking sand." Jesus promised, 'Whoever drinks of this water
will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that Ishall give
h im w i l l never th i rs t . Bu t the wate r tha t I sha l l g i ve h im w i l l
become in him afountain of water springing up into everlast ing
life" (John 4:13,14). Peter mentions three things that should be
present when defending this hope: 0.) _Sanctify or reverence the
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Lord God in your heart. (2) Always be ready. (3) Defend it with
neekness and fear. Christians today mist have this sane hope, and
be ready to defend it at all times. "If in this life only we have
hope in Christ, we are of all men the most pitiable" (1 ODrinthians
15:19)].

16. HAVING AOOCD OCNSCEfNCE, IHAr VHEN IHEY DEFAIC VCD AS
EVUDOESS, IHOS WD RfVILE YGDR OOCD GONDOCT IN OitlSr HAT ffi
AaiAWD. 17. FOR IT IS BETEER, IF IT IS THE Will. OF GCD, TO SDFHR
FOR DOilNG GOOD THAN F3L DQ3NG EVIL. [In previous verses, Peter has
shown the Inportance of being right with God, and refusing to return
ev i l fo r ev i l . New he is say ing that i t i s l i rqpor tant tha t you
practice sdiat you defend! Even though Christians cannot l ive a
sinless life, this should nevertheless be their goal. If one should
claim to be afollower of Jesus and purposefully follow sin, he WHL
NOT have agood conscience. Pail asked the Renan Christians, "How
shall we who died to sin live any longer in it?" (Renans 6:2). Sin
is either away of life, or an occasional stumble while trying to be
like Jesus, and the latter of these two represents the life of a
Christian with agood conscience. "Whoever abides in Him does not
sin (continues not to sin). Whoever sins (continues to sins) has
neither seen Him nor known Him...If we say that we have no sin, we
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our
sins. He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse
us from all unrighteousness" (1 Join 3:6; 1 : 8 , 9 ) . T h e g o o d
conscience, mentioned by Peter, must be based on truth to be
acceptable. Before conversion, Paul had agood conscience as "chief
of sinners" (Acts 23:1; 24:16; 1Timothy 1:15), but he was wrong!
However, Peter is making the point that if the enemy defames and
reviles them as an evildoer while they have agood conduct, and a
good conscience IN CHRIST, this will make the etieny ashamed. In
suninary, Peter is mentioning two ways one can suffer. (1) Fcr doing
good. (2) For doing evil. Between these two, it is better to
suffer within God's will for doing good than to suffer for doing
evU (Matthew 5:11,12)].

t

18. FOR (HRIST ALSO SDFFERED CNCE FOR SINS, THE JUST FOR THE
UNJUST, THAT HE MIGHT BRING US TO GCD, BEING EOT TO OEAIH IN THE
FLESH BUT MADE ALIVE BY THE SPIRIT, [To further prove that
Christians should suffer for doing good without returning e v i l ,
Peter gives Jesus as tte perfect exanple. While giving H i m a s a n
example, he also relates some Inportant facts about His death. ( 1 )
The su f fe r i ng o f Ch r i s t r ep resa i t s t he sac r i fice He made fo r
sinners. Instead of the sacrificing of animals which had been done
for fifteen hundred years, Christ made the supreme sacrifice for
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sin. "But God demonstrates His own love toward us, In that while we
wete still sinners, Christ died for us" (Ronans 5:8). "For I
delivered to you first of all that which Ialso received: t h a t
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures" (1 Cbrinthlans
15:3). (2) Not only did He sacrifice His life for sins, but He did
i t one t ime only—CNCE! The animal sacr ifices of the Levl t ical
system had to be repeated 5rear by year, but once was sufficient for
the offering of Jesus for sins. "Not that He should offer Himself
often, as the hi^ priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with
blood of another—...By that wil l we have been sanctified throu^
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all" (Hebrews
9:25; 10:10). (3) Jesus was just and died for the unjust to bring
sinners to God. Justice demanded death, because God had promised
death for sin. Either mankind would stay away from God forever,
(spiritual death) or someone without sin must die for him. Jesus
was the ONLY ONE who could accomplish this. New, if Christ, who
never sinned, could suffer for such awortly purpose, so should
Christians suffer for doing good. (4) E\en thou^ Jesus was put to
death in the flesh. He was made alive or continued to live by the
Spirit. They could kill His body, but His spirit was very much
alive by the Spirit of God. As Jesus died, he said, "Father, into
Your hands Ioomraend My spirit" (luke 23:46). After His body would
lie in the tomb for three days and nights, God, by this same Spirit
would raise Him from the dead. "But if tihe Spirit of Him who raised
Jesus from the dead dwells in you. He who raised Christ from the
dead wil l also give l i fe to your mortal bodies throu^ His Spir i t
who dwells in you" (Romans 8:11)].

^19. BY MCH ALSO HE WENT AND PREACHED TO THE SPIRITS IN PRISON,
20. WHO FORJfRLY WERE DISOEEDTEOT, WEN GtKE THE LONGSHFFERnG OF
GCD WMTED IN THE DAYS OF NOAH, VHILE THE ARK WAS BEING PREPARED, IN
WI(H AFEW, THAT IS, EKHT SOOLS, WERE SAVED THROUGH HATER. [Peter
continues discussing the power of the same Spirit who made the
spirit of Jesus alive. By this same Spirit, he went (in spirit) to
the spirits in prison who refused salvation In Noah's day. Where was
diis prison? It was the unseen world of the dead! When Jesus
tau^t about arich man and Lazarus dying. He pulled the curtain
bade, as it were, for all to see where their spirits were dwelling.
The rich man was in teement in Hades, while Lazarus was comforted in
Abraham's bosom. Was this aprison for the rich Iran's soul? Yes,
he was being punished with no possible way of escape! Jesus quoted
Abraham as s^lng to him, "Son, remember that in your lifetime you
received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now
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he Is comforted and you are tx)mientHd. And besides all tMs,
between us and you there Is agreat gulf fixed, so that those who
want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass
to us" (leke 16:25,26). The rich man could not even send amessage
to warn his five brothers not to come to this place (vs. 27-29).
This, amore vivid picture of aprison could not be given. When
Jesus died. His spirit went to this same "place of comfort" where
Lazarus dwrit. Jesus referred to this place as paradise when He
promised the penitent thief, "Assuredly, Isay to you, today you
will be with Me In Paradise" (like 23:43). What did Jesus do while
In Paradise? Like Abraham, He did some preaching. W h i l e A b r a h a m
spoke only to the rich man (as far as we knew), Jesus spoke to the
disobedient spirits of Noah's day. Was he giving them asecond
chance for salvation? No, because this would contradict all other
teaching In the Word of God. Note also, for the verb "preached,"
Peter did not use the Greek word euaggellzonal, tdilch denotes
proclaiming the saving gospel, but rather kerusso which denotes the
act of heralding. Therefore, nothing Is said of His preaching to
SAVE, but rather preaching to HERAU) amessage. What was the
message? We are not told, but within the context It could have been
His victory over sin and death. He could have proclaimed that Noah
was right when he preached, throu^ My spirit, the rlgjiteousness of
God (2 Peter 2:5)! Just as Abraham had reminded the rich man that
he had his chance while on earth, Jesus may have reminded them of
how God was longsuffering and gave them along period of time to be
saved while Noah built the ark, but (except eight souls) all were
lost. Peter says that the eight souls were saved by water. It m^
sound like acontradiction to teach that water destroyed all except
eight souls, and water saved the eight souls. However, the same
water that drown the wicked, lifted the ark up and saved the el^t
s o u l s f r o m d e a t h a n d t h e o l d w o r l d o f s i n !

Another possible e>q)lalnation of this difficult passage is that
Peter was not referring to Christ preaching In spirit between His
death and resur rec t ion , bu t tha t Chr is t ' s sp i r i t was preached
through Noah In the days before the flood. When Peter penned this
epist le, a l l these spir i ts , who re jected Noah's preaching, were
Imprisoned In the Hadean world. Even thou^ there are mysteries
surrounding this verse, and maity interpretalons are suggested by
preachers, teachers, and commentators, we know for sure that Peter
was using the salvation of Noah and family to Illustrate baptism, an
antitype which now saves us. ]

21. THESE IS ALSO AN ANimPE ViHCH NGN SAVES OS, NA^CLY BAPTISM
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(NOT THE REWOTAL OF THE FILTH OF THE FLESH, BUT THE ANSWER OF AGOCD
OONSCIENCE toward GCD), through the RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST,
[What was ths purpose of Peter relating this experience of Jesus
with the disobedient spirits of Noah's day? To help his readers see
that the flood was atype of something very Important when being
saved throu^ the suffering and death of Christ. Peter reminds them
that there Is an antitype which now saves us. Just as Noah and
family were saved by water, asinner Is saved by water—namely
baptism. How does the water of baptism save? Not the removal of
the filth of the flesh! There Is no power within the water Itself,
but rather the answering of agood conscience toward God. Baptism
Is God's way for the believing, penitent sinner to enter Christ to
be saved by His blod. "For you are all sens of God through faith In
Oirlst Jesus. For as many of you as were baptized Into Christ have
put on Christ” (Galatians 3:26,27). Baptism Is the way asinner
obeys aform of His death, burial, and resurrection. "Therefore we
were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also
should walk In newness of life" (Romans 6:4; 6:17). Baptism Is the
dividing line between being lost and being saved just as water
divided Noah and family In the ark from that sinful, disobedient
generation! Jesus drew the same line when He sent forth His apostles
to preach to the world. "Go Into all the world and preach the
gospel to every creature. He who believes and Is baptized will be
saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned" (Mark 16:16),
The believing, penitent Saul of Tarsus was told, "And now why are
you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins,
calling on the name of the Lord" (Acts 22:16). Those who teach that
baptism Is not esential bo enter Christ for salvation, cannot answer
with agood conscience toward God. All of this salvation throu^
tte death of Christ Is made sure by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ. Without His resurrection. His death would have been without
power to save. "And If Christ is not risen, your faith Is futile;
you are still In your sins! Then also those who have fallen asleep
In Christ have perished" (1 Corinthians 15:17,18)].

22. VK) HAS GONE DflO HEAVEN AW) IS AT THE RIGHT HAW) OF GCD,
ANGELS AW) AOTHORITIES AND POWERS HAVING EON MACE SURIBCT TO HIM.
[Not only was Jesus raised from the dead, but Peter declares His
ascension to His Father in heaven. "Now when He had spoken these
things, while they watched. He was taken up, and acloud received
Him out of their sight” (Acts 1:9). The exaltation of Jesus Is
further tau^t as Peter declares Him to be at the rl^t hand of God.
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This Is apossltlon of honor and authority, as He reigns over His
kingdom. Before leaving the earth, Jesus declared, "All authority
has been given to Me In heaven and on eartii" (Mark 16:18). At tte
right hand of His Father, all angels, authorities and
subject bo Him. This Is the sane

p o w e r s a r e

messa^ Peter preached in h is
great message on the day of Pentecost when the church be^n. He
said of Jesus, "Therefore being exalted to the rl̂ t hand of' God,
and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit’
He poured out this which you nw see and hear" (Acts 2:33). As this
chapter closes, surely Peter has convinvced his readers that they
should be willing to follcjw Christ's exanple in suffering for doing
good. Out of His suffering came His death, burial, resurrection,
and ascentlon to the right hand of His Father].
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Qxipter 4

1. THBREECeE, SINCE (HRIST SDFFE8BD FOR US IN THE FLEffl, ARM
YOURSELVES ALSO WTIH IHE SATE HDD, FOR HE VHO HAS SUFFERED IN HIE
ELESI HAS CEASED FROM SIN," [ihe author of this epistle now refers
back to his Instructions in chapter three where he called upon
Christians to learn to suffer for righteousness' sake as did Jesus.
In this verse, he asked his readers to arm themselves with the same
mind as found in the suffering Christ. The words "arm yourselves"
is the figure of prepar ing fear bat t le as asold ier. Paul ca l led
upon the Ephesian Christians to, "Put on the whole armor of God,
that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devi l"
(E^phesians 6:11). To be able to suffer as Christ, Christians must
prepare by arming themselves. The arming, according to Peter, takes
place in the mind. The mind is acomputer that is programed to
direct al l act ions ei ther for good or evi l . "For as he thinks in
his heart, so is he (Proverbs 23:7). When one's mind is armed to
f o l l o w t h e s u f f e r i n g o f J e s u s , t h e r e w i l l b e g r e a t s p i r i t u a l
success. Seme Christians might ask, "Of what value is there in
suffer ing for r ighteousness?" Peter is answer is, you wi l l cease
from sin. He is not suggesting that those armed will never commit
another sin, because all human beings sin (1 John 1:8,10). However,
when one is properly armed and strong enou^ to suffer for Christ,
he strives dally not to sin. Sin is no longer his or her way of
l i f e ] .

2 . T H AT H E N O n W G E R S H O U I D L I V E T H E R E S T O F H I S T I M E I N T H E

FLEffl FCR THE LUSTS OF F*N, HIT ICR THE WIIL OF GCD [In this verse,
adefinition is given for ceasing from sin. Those who follow Jesus,
even to the point of suffering, wil l avoid the practice of fleshly
lusts. "How shall we who died to sin live any lon^r in it?" (Romans
6:2). Paul said of his own life, "I have been crucified with
C h r i s t ; i t i s n o l o n g e r I w h o l i v e , b u t C h r i s t l i v e s i n m e ; "
(Galatians 2:20). There is no way atrue Christian can live for
C h r i s t a n d f o l l o w t h e w o r k s o f t h e fl e s h . T h o s e w h o f o l l o w t h e

flesh wi l l not inher i t the k ingdom of God (Galat ians 5:19-21) .
Instead of l iving for the flesh, Peter says they wil l l ive for the
will of God. When asinner obeys the gospel, he gives up the works
of the flesh, and bears the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22,23).
Pau l tau^ t the same pr inc ip les o f th is verse to Chr is t ians a t
Corinth, "And He died for all, that those who live should live no
longer for themselves, but fca: Him who died for them and rose a^in"
(2 Corinthians 5:15)].
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3. FOR WE HAVE SPENT HCDGH OF ODR PAST LTFETIME IN DODC THE
WM» OF the GENTBLES-WIEN WE VIMKED IN LIONnODSNESS, LUSTS,

,REVEUIIES, DRINfaNC PARTIES, AM) ABOMENAELE IDCLAIRIES.
[A contxast Is drawn in tMs verse between doing God's will and
doing t±e will of the flesh. Before coming to Christ, these
Christians had given their lives to the fleshly ways of the heathen
Gentiles. Paul wrote of the evil ways of the Gentiles In Remans 1.
It Is at this point that Peter Illustrates what he means by
foUowlng the will of the flesh. He says that they walked In,
were active In the following evil practices:
Imnodest, wantonness,
Lusts represent unlawful desires or uncontroled passions of the
flesh. Drutkenness means to drink excessive wine to the point of
being Intoxicated. Renelrles are those who carouse as the result of
drunkenness. Drinking parties Is adrinking bout, a
Finally abonlmble Idolatries can be defined as the worshipping of
Idols In an unlawful way. Probably all the evils mentioned In this
verse were practiced In their Idolatrous worship. They ted wasted
enough of their past life In these evils and should abhor even the
thou^t of such sins. Christians are to, "Abhor wtet Is evil.
Cling to wtet Is good" (Romans 12:9)].

o r

L i c e n t i o u s n e s s m e a n s

unbridled conduct, excessive sensuality.

c a r o u s a l .

4. IN REGARD TO THESE, THEY THDK IT SIRANGE THAT YOU DO NOT RUN
WITH THEM IN THE SAME FLOCD CF DISSIPATICN, SPEAKING EVIL OF YOJ.
5. THEY WILL GIVE AN AOCEONT TO HIM IS READY TO JUDGE THE LIVING
AND THE DEAD. [When one obeys the gospel and totally changes his
life to be like Jesus, there will usually follow persecution.
Unconverted friends will not understand why he or she will not
continue to join them In their evil ways. Peter says they will go
so far as to speak evil of you. He suns up the evil practices as
"flood of dissipation."
l i f e , b u t i t i s a k i l l e r !
soul and body, and those who allow such will reap corruption
(Galatians 6:7,8). This kind of mockery, especially to newly bom
Christians, may hurt deeply. However, Peter promises that tfiey will
teve to give an account for their evil to the otk who will judge all
humanity.
Christ, that each one may receive the things dore In the body,
according to what he has done, whether good or ted" (2 Corinthians
5:10). God has chosen to judge the world throu^ His Son Jesus.
"Because He has appointed aday on which He will judge the world in
righteousness by the Man whom He has ordalred.

a

Sin promises happiness and abetter way of
It eats away dally at dissipating both

For ve must all appear before the judgment seat of

He has given
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assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead" (Acts 17;31).
Peter says that the Judge is ready or prepared to judge the living
and the dead. As Peter wrote this message, he was speaking of
judg[nent for those who were already dead, as well as those who were
alive. There is no way to escape one's appointment with judgment.
"And as it is appointed for nen to die once, but after this the
judgment" (Hebrews 9:27). In the Book of Revelation, John saw the
dead, small and great standing before God. He saw the sea. Death
and Hades deliver up their dead, as the books were opened,
sumiation, "And anyone not found written in the Bock of Life was
cast into the lake of fire" (Revelation 12-15)].

H i s

6. PGR THIS REASON THE GOSPEL WAS PREACHH) ALSO TO THOSE VHO ARE

DEAD, THAT THEY MEGHT EE JUDGED AOORDING TO MEN IN THE FLESH, BUT
LIVEAOaORDIlG TO GOD IN THE SPIRIT. [Since Peter has just
mentioned that those who are dead will be judged, he reminds his
readers that this is wty the gospel was preached to them. Peter
does not say, preached to them AFFER they were dead. He says, "the
gospel WAS preached to those who are dead." Since those who are now
dead had heard the same gospel preached as those alive, Peter is
saying that they too will be jud^d! Their judgjnent will be based
on how they l ived the i r flesh ly l ives whi le upon th is ear th in
regard to the gospel, and their relationship "to God in the spirit."
His spiritual way turned them away from fleshly practices while they
lived in their fleshly bodies upon the earth. "But you are not in
the flesh but in the Spirit, if Indeed the Spirit of God dwells in
you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not
His" (Romas 8:9). While on earth, we must choose to sow either to
the flesh or the Spirit (Galatians 6:7,8). Soma have tried to
associate this verse with Jesus' preaching to the spirits of those
in prison from Noah's day (1 Peter 3:19). However, Peter does not
use the same Greek word for preach in both passages. In 1Peter
3:19, he uses the Greek word Kerusso, which means the act of
proclaiming or heralding. In this verse now being considered, he
uses the Greek word euaggelizonai which denotes gospel preaching.
Thus, Peter is referring to the dead who were alive when hearing the
saving gospel preached, but are now dead. Those who obeyed it and
lived faithfully wil l be saved, and those who rejected it wil l be
condemned (Mark 16:15,16)].

7. BDT THE END OF AIL THUGS IS AT HAND; THEREKBE BE SERIOUS AND
WflXHHJL IN YOUR PRAYERS. [What end of all things is at hand?
Peter is speaking of aspecific date, he could be referring to the

I f
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end of the Jewish system. Even though their law had been nailed to
the cross, Colosslans 2:14, they were still practicing matty Jewish
re l ics and re l ig ious t rad i t ions of the past . I f th is ep is t le was
wr i t ten around A.D. 67, as seme suppose, the dest ruc t ion o f
Jerusalem, A.D. 70, would deal the final blow. However, I f Ihe
apostle Is speaking In ageneral sense, he could be referring to the
second coming of Christ since all Christians are living In the last
days, and must be watchful for His appearing. While on earth, Jesus
tau^t of the coming of these two major events: (1) The destruction
of Jerusalem, and (2) His return (Matthew 24). As to the
destruction of Jerusalem which occurred A.D. 70, Jesus ^ve signs so
they would know the time of its appearing, but He did not give signs
of His return. He said, "But of that day and hour no one knows, no,
not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only" (Matthew 24:36).
Since no one knows when He will appear, all generations are to
cons ider H is coming a t hand. The thou^ t th rou^ iou t the New
Te s t a m e n t I s t o b e p r e p a r e d a n d w a t c h f u l a t a l l t i m e s . P e t e r h a d
taught than that all the living and dead will be judged, therefore
they were bo live with the thought that the end of all things was at
hand. In view of this fact, they were to be serious and watchful in
their prayers. They were to live daily with lives devoted to the

Lord. They were to take Christianity seriously and pray as they
prepared. This is true with all generations that live on the earth
until the Lord returns! Note that this sober, prayerful attitude Is
o p p o s i t e t o t h e l u s t f u l a t t i t u d e o f t h o s e w h o w a l k i n
licentiousness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drlricing parties, and
abominable idolatries (1 Peter 4:3). To be spiritually strong and
prepared for death or Christas return. It was Inportant to live in
daily prayer. "Pray without ceasing, in everything give tharks; fcHT
this Is the will of God In Christ Jesus fc»r you" (1 Ihessalonlans
5:17,18)].

8. AND ABOVE All. THUGS HAVE FERVOn’ LOVE FOR CUE ANOTHER, PGR
LOVE WILL COVER AMJLTnDEE OF SINS. [Like the apostle Paul, (1
Corinthians 13:13), this writer places great emphasis on love. Love
is above all things because when it is absent, other things lose
t h e i r v a l u e ,

greatest of these is love" (1 Cbrlnthlans 13:13). Jesus wanted love
to be the Identifying mark of all Christians,
give to you, that you love one another; as Ihave loved you, that
you also love one another. By this all will know that you are My
disciples, if you have love for one another" (John 13:34,35). Peter
calls for afervent love. Fervent means "to stretch," therefore, a

And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the

A n e w c o m m a n d m e n t I
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love extended to Its full capacity! Agape love Is the kind of love
specified. This kind of love gives full consideration to the ore-
love, and Is totally unselfish In nature. It Is the kind of love
God had when giving His only begotten Son for sinful man (John
3:16). The fruit of this kind of love for one another will cover a
nultltude of sins. Peter Is evidently alluding to aproverb,
"Hatred stirs up strife, but love covers all sins" (Proverbs 10:12;
cf. Proverbs 17:9). When love Is present, there Is understanding
and forgiveness. Paul called upon the Ephesian Christians to,
kind to ore another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as
God In Christ also for^ve yen
attitude Is Impossible without fervent love for ore another,
love Is not present, wrongs are not forgiven, and grudges are
carried and brou^t up to destroy. When love Is present,
forgiveness and the sins are covered forever!].

" b e

(Ephesians 4:32). This kind of
When

t h e r e i s

9. BE HOSPITABLE TO ONE AWJIHER WITHDOT GRDMBLDC. [Hospitality
literally means "love of strangers." It suggests showing kindness
to Christians traveling from another place. Paul taught the Roman
Christians, "Distributing to the needs of the saints, given to
hospitality" (Remans 12:13). The example of Abraham entertaining
the three men who came to his tent is an exain>le of the Importance
of hospitality (Genesis 18:1-22). The Hebrew writer evidently had
this example in mind when he wrote, "Do not forget to entertain
strangers, for by so doing some have unwittingly entertained angels
(Hebrews 13:2). Hospitality was so Important that one of the
qualtificatlons for elders was be hospitable (1 Timothy 3:2). Even
though It Is often overlooked, ore of the Important factors that
helped spread the charch during the first century, and will help do
the same today, was Christian hospitality. Peter reminds them that
it Is not enou^ to be hospitable, but It must be done without
grumbling. Of course, this Is true with all works as servants of
the Lord. The best way to solve this problem of grumbling Is to
Increase brotherly love. From a hjman standpoint, showing
hospitality can become tlrescrae and require extra work,
tempt Christians to grumble from the burden. However,
only Imagire wtet It would be like If the situation were reversed,

grumbling. This is an excellent place to apply the

T h i s c a n
I f w e c a n

w e c a n r e m o v e

golden rule, "Anl just as you want men to do to ycu, ycu also do to
them likewise" (Luke 6:31)].

10. AS EACH ONE HAS RECEIVED AGIFT, MINISTER IT TO ONE /NCHHER,
AS GOOD STEHARDS OF THE MANIEDU) GRAO: QF QCD. [After calling upon
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these ( l i r l s t lans to be hosp i tab le , Pe te r g ives an admon i t ion
concerning the proper use of gifts. The New Testament speaks of two
types of gifts. (1) Direct gifts from the Holy Spirit. "Now there
are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit...for one Is given the
word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge
throu^ the same Spirit,... to another gifts of healings by the same
Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to
a n o t h e r d i s c e r n i n g o f s p i r i t s , t o a n o t h e r d i f f e r e n t k i n d s o f
tongues, to another the Interpretation of tongues" (1 Corinthians
12:4, 8-10). (2) Other tjrpe gifts which come through the
providential guidance of God. They may be abilities, the answering
of prayers, and the gift of salvation. "For the wages of sin Is
death, but the gift of God Is eternal life In Christ Jesus our Lord"
(Romans 6:23). Peter uses the Greek work charisma and means "a gift
o f grace, ag i f t Invo lv ing grace f rom God." Therefore, any g i f t
from God whether miraculous or non-mlraculous Is Included. Every
Christian In all ages has some type of gift from God, and must use
It. The context of this verse refers specifically to gifts wherein
one can minister to others. These gifts are given to us, but they
belong to God and as good steward, we must use them properly. All
Christians must answer to God for the stewardship of His gifts.
(Matthew 25:15; Luke 19:13-26). When each member of the spiritual
body ministers his or her gift, the body Is healtly and functions
for the glory of God].

11. IF ANYONE SPE«S, LET HIM SPEAK AS THE ORAOJES OF GGD. IF
ANYCNE MDHSTERS, LET HIM DO IT AS VfflH THE ABILnY WEKH GOD
SDPPUES, THAT IN ALL THUGS GOD M\Y EE GHKIFIED THROUGH JESUS
(HRIST, TO VeOM BELONG THE GLORY AND THE DCMINICN EDREVER AND EVER.
AECN. [In this verse, Peter singles out two types of gifts. One
Involves teaching and the other serving, and both of these are very
lnportant. The gift of speaking must be channeled to always speak
the oracles of God. The oracles of God represent the authority of
G o d f r o m H i s W o r d . T h e l a w s f o r I s r a e l w e r e r e f e r r e d t o a s t h e
oracles of God. In Stephen's sermon, he reminded them that Moses
was "The one who received the living oracles to give to us" (Acts
7:38; cf. Romans 3:2; Hebrews 5:12). Therefore, those who preach by
their own authority, are not good stewards of their gift, and will
be accursed (Galatians 1:8,9). Likewise, those who have gifts to
serve others, must carry them out within God's direction. When
gifts are handled properly, God Is glorified through Jesus, and the
servants are recognized as good stewards. The last words of this
verse contain abeautiful doxology as Peter expresses to God glory
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and dominion forever and ever. Man does not tave the right to take
any glory from God, for God deserves, and must receive, ^ory NOW
and FOREVER!]

12. BELWED, DO IIOT TEDK IT STRANGE OMCBRNDG THE FTERY TRIAL
IHECH IS TO TRY YCD, AS THOUGH SOME STRANGE THING HAPPENED TO YOU;
[At this point in the Epistle, Peter begins his third and final
major division by addressing his readers as beloved. This is aword
that expresses Peter's love toward them. He wishes to prepare them
for the trial they would need to face. Evidently sane did not
understand why they had to suffer for following Christ,
general rule, one thinks of being punished for doing wrong or for
committing crimes, and not for doing good. However, Christians were
put throu^ fiery trials, and these represented atest. Fire was
used to remove impurities from gold, and flrey trials were used to
bring forth the pure gold of Christianity in their lives. Although
these trials seemed strange, Peter assures them that they had a
purpose].

A s a

1 3 . B U T R E J O I O E T D T H E E X T S O T T H AT Y O U PA R TA K E O F C H R I S T S

SUFFERINGS, THAT VUEN HIS GLORY IS REVEALED, YOU !«Y ALSO EE GLAD
WITH BCCXEDING JOY. [These persecuted Christians were not to rejoice
because they enjoyed the suffering, but because they were joining
Christ in His suffering. When th^r followed Jesus, they stirred up
the world against them just as surely as the world was against
Jesus, Jesus tau^t , " I f the wor ld hates you, you know that i t
hated I*fe before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world
would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I
chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you" (John
15:18,19). Peter wants them to know that suffering for Christ was
inev i tab le , and he p repares them fo r i t , John ^ve the same
message, "Do not marvel, tny brethren, if the wcarld hates you" (1
John 3:13). Wty does Peter call upon these brethren to rejoice in
their sufferings? Because one day when Christ returns in His glory,
they will be glad they endured and will have exceeding joy. All
will be reversed! At Christ's appearing, the world will suffer and
Chr i s t i ans w i l l be rewarded . Pe te r i s t e l l i ng them tha t t he i r
suffering with Christ will be turned into exceeding joy when Jesus
comes in g lory. How did Paul fee l about th is subject? "For I
consider that the sufferings of this present tine are not worthy to
be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us" (Romans
8:18). "For our light affliction, which is but for amoment, is
working for us afar more exceeding and eternal wel^t of glory" (2
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CorlntMans 4:17)].

1 4 . I F TO O « E R ]

TOD, FOR THE SPIRIT OF GUKT AM) OP GCD RESTS DPCN YOU.
P«T HE IS HJiSPHEJB), BUT CN YODR P7«T HE IS GMHIFIED. [llEre Is
no value In being reproached or in suffering unless It Is for the
name of Christ. Jesus tau^t, "Blessed are those who are persecuted
fo r r l ^ teousness ' sake , fo r the i rs I s the k ingdom o f heaven"
(Ifetthew 5:10). Peter has already pronounced ablessing on those
who suffer for righteousness' sake (1 Peter 3:14).
suffering proves that the Spirit of ^ory and of God Is upon you.
The name of Christ means following His authority, and wearing His
name. Therefore, Peter Is saying for these brethren to be different
from the world. The world speaks against Him and His name, but you
(even when suffering) glorify Him. Why were they so different from
the world? "For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared
to all men, teaching us that denying ungodliness and worldly lusts,
we should live soberly, righteously, and godly In the present age"
(ntus 2:11,12). True followers of Jesus stir up the world to the
point of speaking against Jesus and persecuting those who follow
Him. Peter Is saying that when the world attacks you for following
Jesus, you should consider yourself blessed].

ICR THE NAME OF CHRIST, BLESSED ARE
O N T H E I R

T h i s k i n d o f

15. BUT LET NONE OF YOD SUFFER AS AMDRDERER, ATHIEF, AN
EVIIDCHl, OR AS ABUSYBODY IN OIHER PBOPUTS MATIERS. 16. YET IF
ANYONE SUFFERS AS ACHRISTIAN, LET HIM NOT HE ASHAMED, BUT LET HIM
OjORIFY god in THIS MATTER. [After discussing the blessings to be
found In being reproached for the name of Christ, Peter reminds them
that there are types of suffering which are shameful. Peter gives
some examples. (1) Murderer. From the time that Cain committed the
first imirder, this has been considered shameful. When God gave the
ten commandments to Israel, one of them was, "You shall not murder"
(Esjdus 20:13). This same sin Is restated under the teachings of
Christianity with emphasis on hatred In the heart (Matthew 5:21,22).
(2) Athief. In both the Old and New Testaments, stealing Is asin.
Another of the ten comnandments stated, "You shal l not steal"
(Exodus 20:15). This sin Is considered shameful by those who seek
to do r l^ t . (3) An ev i ldoer. This Is ageneral term to descr ibe
al l types of s ins. Some spend thei r l ives looking for ways to
commit acts that go against the moral teachings of God. (4) A
busybody In other people's iratters. One who meddles In the business
of others. This sin Is associated with others, such as talebearing,
goss ip , and l y ing . A l l f ou r o f t hese men t ioned by Pe te r a re
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shameful, and those who commit them should feel shame. However, in
contrast, Peter says not to be ashamed if you suffer as aChristian,
but consider such as amatter for glorifjdng God. Although wearing
the name Christian may cause the world to persecute you and even try
to make you feel shame, Peter is saying, that as Christians th^
should rejoice. The name Christian neans "an adherent of Jesus,"
and appears only three times in the New Testament (Acts 11:26;
26:28; 1Peter 4:16). All who wear this name should feel the
greatest joy and honor even though the world feels differently.
Why? "Noc is there salvation in any other, for there is no other
name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved" (Acts
4:12) ] .

17. FOR THE TUe HAS (OK FDR JUCGMNT TO EB31N AT THE BOUSE OF

GCD; AM) IF IT BHGINS WITH US FIRST, WHAT Will. BE THE EM) CF THOSE
VHO DO MIT OBEY THE GOSPEL OF GCD? 18. IF THE RBGHTHXJS CWE IS

SCARCELY SAVED, WHERE WIIL THE UNDGCLY AND THE SQUER APPEAR?”
[Peter wants these Christians to know that they will be judged ly
the way they live while wearing the name of Christ, and by the way
they suffer with Him. The judgment here is evidently the tr ials
they would suffer as Christians. If they can suffer as aChristian
and glorify God In that name, God will be pleased. Peter wants them
to know that such judgpnent begins with the house of God. The house
o f God i s i den t i fied by Pau l as Chr i s t ' s chu rch . "Bu t i f I am
delayed, Iwrite so that you may know how you ou^t to conduct
yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God,
the pillar and ground of the truth" (1 Timothy 3:15). It is a
b i b l i c a l f a c t t h a t C h r i s t i a n s m u s t a n s w e r t o G o d a s t o t h e i r
faithfulness to Jesus, and those who come throu^ and remain
faithful to His Word will be saved. The grace of God is so big and
wonderful that one might be tenpted to abuseit, p u r p o s e f u l l y
turning to sin. In fact, Paul had to deal with this problem when

writing his epistle to the Ronans. He asked, "What then? Stall we
(Christians) sin because we are not under law but under grace?
Certainly not!" (Remans 6:15). The saving grace of God does not
give Christians alicense to sin, nor does is exempt them frem His
judgment. All who are in Christ and saved by grace must not "walk
according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit" (Romans 8:1).
Those who continually walk in the light as Jesus is in the light
will have His blood to cleanse them (1 John 1:7). Therefore,
judgnent begins first with the house of God as their fai th and
faithfulness are tried! Then Peter moves to tte judgment of those
who do not obey the gospel. Hew will they stand in judgment? It is
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inferred that they will be lost. If God is strict, and requires His
children to obey the gospel, and to stand up faithfully and not be
ashamed, what about those who do not obey the gospel? They will be
lost! 1^1 joins Peter in specifying what will happen to those who
obey not the gospel. "When the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven
with His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on those
who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ" (2 Ihessalonlans 1:7,8). Jesus tau^t His
apostles to preach the gospel to the world and every creature, and
then declares, "He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but
he who does not believe will be condemned" (Mark 16:15,16)].

ELET THOSE VHO SUFHR AOCERDING TD THE WILL OP GOD

ODHMIT THEIR SOULS TD HIM IN DOING GOOD, AS TD AFAITHHJL (REAIDR.
[Since judgment will begin with Christians as to their faithfulness
under trials and persecutions, Peter calls upon the faithful to
commit their souls to Him in doing good. You be faithful to Him,
and He will be afaithful Creator to you. Salvation of the soul is
made up of two major parts. (1) God's part. This Involves
providing grace and forgiveness throu^ Jesus the Christ (John 3:16;
1John 3:16). His part provides full instructions as how one should
walk in the Spirit. "Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill
t he l us t o f t he flesh" (Ga la t i ans 5 :16 ) . (2 ) Man 's pa r t . Th i s
involves first obedience to the gospel, God's power to save (Remans
1:16) . Once in Chr is t where a l l sp i r i tua l b less ings are found
(Ephesians 1:3), there is aneed to remain faithful even if called
upon to suffer according to God's will. Faithfulness involves also
alife of doing good which reflects the li^t of Jesus. "Let your
light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and
^orlfy your Father in heaven. God's grace and salvation is offered
to all who will obey and live faithfully, but only afew will choose
Him (Matthew 7:13,14)].

1 9 .
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Chapter 5

1. IHE EIDERS \BD /BS. MOC ICU IE30IKT, I(HO AM AFEUDW EU^
AMD AUTDIESS OF THE SOFFERIICS OF CHRIST, AND ALSO APARTAKER OF
THE GLGBX THAT WILL BE REVEAI^: [After showing the inportant need
for Christians to pass the judgment of God ly their faithfulness In
nee ting trials, Peter turns to those who oversee the house of God.
He exhorts these leaders because they can help the flock of God stay
faithful throu^ their trials and persecutions. Since Peter was a
fellow elder, and one acquainted with the suffering of Christ, he
felt the need to review the seriousness of their responsibilities.
The various names by which they are called reflect the inportanoe of
their work. They are called: elders (Acts 20:17), bishops (1
Timothy 3:1), overseers (Acts 20:28), pastors (Ephesians 4:11), and
shepherds (1 Peter 5:2). Before serving in this leadership role,
they must meet specific qualtlflcatlons which reflect good Christian
character in their homes, outside the church, and among the flock (1
Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9). These men have an Inportant job to
perform, and need to keep their eyes on the glory that will be
revealed when Jesus returns. Instead of Peter appealing to these
men as an apost le, he refers to himself as afel low elder who
witnessed the sufferings of Christ. Any suffering that these nen
might encounter should not take them from the goal of receiving the
glory that will be revealed].

2aiEPHERD THE EI/XK OF GOD (HKH IS AMKJ YCD, SERVDG AS
OmSEESS, MOT ffi aWSERAIMr BUT Wnj.TWJ.Y, MOT FDR DiaJONEST GAIN
BUT EAGERLY; 3. MDR AS EEDG LORDS OVER THOSE EWIRDSEED TO YOU, HUT
sue EXAMTES TD THE FLOCK; [At this point, Peter reminds them of
their jobs as elders. They are assigned to be shepherds over the
flock. The words "which is among you" limits their oversight to one
flock. Each local church had its own elders or shepherds. As Paul
and workers established churches in each city, toey also appointed
elders. "So when they had appointed elders in every chirch, and
prayed with fasting, they conmended them to the Lord in whom they
had believed" (Acts 14:23). These men were to serve willingly
overseers, and with the right motive. Those who would serve for
dishonest gain, and for power to lord over the flock were not to
serve. They were required to desire this good and not be appointed
by constraint. "This is afaithful saying: If airan desires tte
position of abishop, he desires agood work" (1 Timothy 3:1).
Shepherding the flock Involved, (1) Feeding them spiritual food.
"Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which

a s
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t±e Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd (feed) the
church of God which He pur^sed with His own blood" (Acts 20:28),
(2) Teach and defend the truth of sound doctrine against those who
teach for gain. This would involve protecting the flock from false
teachers (Titus 1:9-11). (3) Set before the flock apostlve
example. Instead of driving the sheep as lords, they were to lead
them by their good example. The flock is entrusted to them, and
th^ wil l have to give an account to God for their sculs.
Christians are Instructed to, "Obey those who rule over you ,and be
sunlsslve, for they watch out for your souls, as those who must give
account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would
be unprofitable for you" (Hebrews 13:17). The flock and shepherds
have their responsibilities, and when all of these are followed, the
church will be strong.]

4. AM) VHEN THE OIIEF SHEIHERD APPEARS, TOO WELL RECEIVE ‘IHE
(EOm OF OXBY THAT DOES NOT FAE® AWAY. [At this point, Peter
reminds them of the goal of all faithful elders or shepherds. Th^
will receive the crow of glory from the chief Shepherd, Jesus. The
crown of glory that fades not away will be heaven. All faithful
Christ ians look forward to and long for acrown. This motivated
Paul to continually press on until it was time for him to be
offered. Then he was able to write, "I have fought the good fight,
Ihave finished the race, Ihave kept the faith. Finally, there is
laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not bo me only but
also to all who have loved His appearing" (2 Timothy 4:7,8).
Faithful Shepherds want this crown for ttamselves, and for the flock
they oversee. Many crowns fade with the passing of years, but this
crown of ^ory wi l l never fade away. I t is not fleshly, tut
e te rna l . ]

5. UKSna: YOD YDDNaER PBQPIE, SUBMIT YCDRSELVES TO YOUR ELMRS.
YES, AIL OF YOU HE SOHffSSIVE TO ONE ANOTIHER, AND EE CLOTHED WETH
HDMILITY, EOR GOD RESISTS THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HJMELE.
[Tte word "likwlse" reminds us that in this epistle, Peter is giving
Instruct ions to var ious ages and relat ionships in l i fe,
instructed the slaves and masters, husbands and wives, shepherds of
the flock, and now he addresses the younger people. They are called
upon to submi t yourse lves to your e lders ,
presbuteros describes men who are older, but not serving as elders,
o r i t c a n d e s c r i b e e l d e r s w h o o v e r s e e t h e fl o c k . S i n c e h e m a k e s a

contrast between younger and older, he may be teaching younger

H e h a s
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people to submit to older people whether bishops or not. Certainly,
the elders who oversee the flock would be Included, but perhaps
P e t e r I n t e n d e d t h e e j d i o r a t i o n t o a l l w h o a r e o l d e r i n t h e c h u r c h .
Submit suggests the idea of recognizing their age or office in life.
Then Peter makes asweeping statement that Includes all of you be
submissive to one another. He seems to be saying, give the proper
respect to any in the church who deserve it. The church is made up
of all ages and varius possltions to carry on the function of the
body. "For as we have many members in one body, but all the members
do not have the same function, so we, being many, are one body in
Christ, and individually members of one another" (Ronans 12:4,5).
Without this respect, i t would be impossible to be clothed with
humility. The more we are like Jesus, the more respect we have for
o thers and the i r s ta t ion in l i fe . Pau l wro te Timothy, "Do no t
rebuke an older man, but ejdiort him as afather, the younger men as
brothers, the older women as mothers, the younger as sisters, with
all purity" (1 Timothy 5:1,2). Peter says, 'Toe clothed with
humil i ty." The word clothe means, "to girt oneself with athing."
No doubt, Peter remembered aforceful lesson tau^t him by his Lccd
on humil i ty when Jesus, "rose from supper and laid aside His
^rments, took atowel and girded Himself.. .and be^ to wash the
d l sc lp les ' f ee t " ( John 13 :4 .5 ) . To re in fo rce the Impor tance o f
humi l i t y, Pe te r quo tes the thou^ t f rom aproverb t y So lomon,
"Surely He scorns the scornful, but gives grace to tl ie humble"
(Proverbs 3:34). Therefore, if you desire the acceptance of God and
His grace, be clothed or gird yourself with humility.]

6 . 1 £HUhSLE YOURSELVES UMXR THE HECSIY HAM) OP GOD, THAT
HE EXALT YOU IN CUE TIME, 7. CASTING AIL YOUR CARE UPON HIM,
KR HE CARES FOR YOU. [Peter now draws his full conclusion as to
what he has taught on the Importance of humility. To have such
lumlllty, one must recognize the mighty hand of God who can exalt at
the proper time. Those who try to exalt themselves by their own
strength are not really exalted. Those who are humbled under God's
mighty hand, and are lifted up, are truly exalted. Isn't this what
Jesus tau^t? "Therefore whoever humbles himsel f as th is l i t t le
child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven" (Matthew 18:3).
"B lessed are the poor in sp i r i t , fo r the i rs i s the k ingdom o f
heaven.. .Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth"
(Matthew 5:3,5). Notice the contrast between the humble Christian
and the mighty hand of God. Without His mighty hand we are so weak,
and cannot lift up ourselves. However, to be under His mighty hand
in hmllity makes us strong and exalted. Peter reminds them that
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such will happen in due time. Sonetltnes Christians become Impatient
vMle waiting, and this was especially true with those who were
suffering. However, Peter reminded them that they should cast all
their cares upon Him, "for He cares for you" (v. 7). The Psalmist
had written the same type promise in these words, "Cast your burden
on the Lord, and He shall sustain you; He shall never permit the
righteous to be moved" (shaken) (Psalm 55:22). The Gredc aorlst
used with casting suggests that the casting is done "once for all."
Some who turn their burdens over to the Lord, later t^ them bade
when their faith grows weak. We must NOT allow artyone or anything
to weaken our faith in God's powerful arm to help! Paul admonished
t h e C h r i s t i a n s a t P h i l i p p i , " B e a n x i o u s f o r n o t h i n g , b u t i n
everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your
requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses
all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus" (Philippians 4:6,7)].

8. BE SOKR, BE VIGILANT; BBGMJSE YODR AEVERSARY THE DEVIL UMXS
ABOtTT LIKE AROARIIG LKW, SEEKING VBOM HE Mff DEVODR. 9. RESIST
HEM, STEADFAST IN THE FATIH, KNCWDG THAT THE SAME SDFFERINGS ARE
EXFERIENdD Bf TODR H IN THE HCXm). [As Peter warns these
brethren of how the devil is at work, he calls upon them to be sober
and v ig i lant . Sober, as used here, means se l f -coo t ro led and
s o b e r m l n d e d , a n d v i g i l a n t m e a n s w a t c h f u l . I h e d e v i l i s a n
adversary, an enemy who is out to destroy. He is pictured here as a
roaring lion, roaming about for the purpose of devouring. The lion
l ives by destroying other animals for food. The devi l exists to
destroy souls eternally. Christians must be serious and watchful
concerning the devil and his purpose. God has provided His children
with the proper armor made up of truth, righteousness, the gospel,
faith, salvation, sword of the Spirit, and prayer. Paul called upon
the Ephesian Christians to, "Put on the whole armor of God, that you
may be able to stand a^lnst the wiles of the devil...therefore take
up tte whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the
evil day, and having done all, bo stand" (E^jheslans 6:11,13). Peter
is writing these Christians to RESIST the devil, and to be STEADFAST
in the faith. He is saying, take your stand, and don't allow the
devi l to move you from the faith. Peter further encourages his
readers to consider the fact that they are not alone here on earth
in their sufferings. You share acommon experience with the whole
brotherhood in the world. Th^ need to know that God has not
singled them out for suffering, but the devil is making his attack
on all the brotherhood. By looking to God for His powerful help.
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and by remalnlM steadfast in the faith, they will be successful in
resisting the devil.]

10. EOT MMf THE GOD OF AU. GRAffl, WO CAILED DS TO HIS EIHttWL
GLCBy Bf OffilST JESDS, AFTER YCD HAVE SDFFERED AVHILE, PERFECT,
ESTABLISH, SIREN31HEN, AM) SETILE YCD. 11. TO HIM BE THE GLORY AND
THE DOMINION KRWffi AM) El^, AHEM. [As Peter encourages them to
resist the devil and hold on to the faith, he reminds them of their
God of all grace. The earthly suffering might cause them to forget
that God had called them to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus.
A l thou^ they wou ld su f fe r fo r awh i le , God wou ld b r ing them
through. Even though the devil and heavy persecutions had them
shaken and in distress, God would perfect, establish, strengthen,
and settle them. The Greek word for perfect suggests mending or
restoring anet (Mark 1:19). Establish means "to fix, make fast, to
set." StDoigtlien suggests that God would give them strength for
service. God would settle their souls, by establishing them on a
solid foundation. They should serve the Lord knowing that His grace
would see them through. P a u l s u r i m e d u p t h e s e s a m e t r u t h s t o
C h r i s t i a n s a t C o r i n t h , " T h e r e f o r e , m y b e l o v e d b r e t h r e n , b e
steadfast. Immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,
knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord" (1 Cbrlnthians
15:58). Only those who allow God to help, and who hold on
faithfully to the end, will be saved. "Be faithful until death, and
Iwill give you the crown of life" (Revelation 2:10). Just the
thou^t of considering all the grace and glory that God will give,
caused Peter to bring forth another doxology as he did in 1Peter
4 : 11 . E v e n t h o u ^ t h e s e C h r i s t i a n s a r e g o i n g t h r o u ^ a v e r y
difficult t ime, Peter is assuring them that God will come throu^
for them. God is the giver of all good and perfect gifts,
good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down fron
the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of
turning" (James 1:17). Therefore, let the devil roar and seek to
devour, hold on firmly and falthfuly to the faith, and at the proper
time God will give you the strength, grace, and power to stand.]

Every

12. BY SILVAMJS, OOR FAITHFUL ffiOIHER AS I(ENSIE*R HIM, IHAVE
VRITTEN TO YOU BRIEFLY, FXHDRTDG AM) TESTTFYllG THAT THIS IS THE
TRUE GRACE OF OCD IN WIKH YOU STAM). [At this point in the epistle,
Peter identifies Sllvanus either as the person whom he used in
wr i t ing th is le t te r, o r the messenger to de l i ve r i t .
dictated the epistle to Sllvanus, then it appears that these last
three verses were writ ten as apostscript in Peter^s own hand.

I f P e t e r
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Sllvanus is the same as Silas, Paul's faithful companion In the
pospel. When Pail be^n his second missionary journey, he chose
Silas (Acts 15:40). In both of his epistles to the Thessalonlans,
as well as 2Cbrlnthlans, Paul associates hlnself with Sllvanus and
Tlmotly (2 Corinthians 1:19; 1Thessalonlans 1:1; 2Thessalonlans
1:1). We do not knew In what way Peter and Silas got together In
the Lord's work, but Peter considered him afaithful brother. No
doubt, Paul and many brethren thrcu^iout the known world would join
P e t e r I n c a l l i n g M m o u r f a i t h f u l b r o t h e r . S u c h a s p i r i t u a l
description should be desired by all Christians today! Peter refers
t o t h i s e p i s t l e a s b e i n g b r i e f , b u t t h o s e w h o s i n c e r e l y a n d
prayer fu l ly s tudy I t agree that I t Is fi l led wi th imny Important
truths and exhoratlons from God. Peter wanted them to know that Ms
epistle contained "the true grace of God In wMch you stand,
message to the world then and now Is the true saving grace of God.
Without th is grace, a l l hope of eternal l i fe Is lost . Therefore,
both Paul and Peter placed all hope of standing In God's grace.
Paul wrote, "Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we
have access by faith Into THIS GRACE IN kHICH WE STAND, and rejoice
In hope of the glory of God" (Romans 5:1,2).]

The

13. SHE VH) IS IN BABmW, ELECT TOGEIHER WITH YOD, GREETS YCD;
AND SO DOES MARK M? SON. 14. GREET ONE ANOTIHER WETH AKISS OF LCNE.

PEACE TO YOD All, \e0 «E IN (HRIST JESDS. AM0«. [Peter specifies
two who send greetings, she who Is In Babylon and Mark my son. The
she who Is In Babylon was either afemale person or the church,
however, the word church does not appear In the Greek. Some have
even supposed tMs "she" to be Peter's wife. She Is Identified only
as being In Babylon, and one of the elect. The word Babylon could
mean the Balylon In Mesopotamia or amilitary station In Egipt. If
used flgurtlvely. It may be referring to Rome (cf. Revelation 17,
18). Agreeting Is also sent by Peter from Mark, my son. It Is
supposed that tMs Is John Mark, aworker associated with Paul and
Barnabas (Acts 12:12, 25; 15:36-39). Paul refers to Jehn Mark In
some of Ms epistles (Colosslans 4:10; 2Timothy 4:11; PMlemon 24).
If this Is John Mark, Peter considered him ason In the gospel, just
as Paul considered Timothy. "To Timothy, ny true son In the faith:"
(1 Timothy 1:2; cf. 2Timothy 1:2; 2:1). Peter calls upon Ms
brethren to greet one another wi th ak iss of love. This was a
custom of that time, and represented an expression of love. The
kind of love mentioned by Peter was not love associated with lust or
p h y s i c a l d e s i r e , b u t a ^ p e l o v e . To d i s t i n g u i s h t h e k i s s o f
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Christians, Paul called it aholy kiss. "Greet one another with a
holy kiss. The churches of Christ greet you" (Ronans 16:16). This
"holy kiss" would compare to shaking hands In tha church today.
Peter closes his farewell greeting with peace to all who are In
Christ Jesus. This Is the only place where this kind of peace can
be found, "IN CHRIST JESUS." Paul verifies this fact when he wrote,
"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us with every spiritual blessing In the heavenly places IN
CHRIST" (Ephesians 1:3). Peter also desired that all have this
MXiderful peace found CNLY in Christ Jesus. ]
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