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DEDICATION

This book is lovingly dedicated to Mr. and Mrs. Clay Boatenhammer, my grand-
parents, affectionately known fo all the family as “‘MA” and ‘PA,” and to my
brother, Burrell Bristow, and sister Barbara Mize and families. These have had a
positive influence for good on my life for many years.

INTRODUCTION

Preaching the word of God in all generations has been and will always be one of mankind’s greatest
blessings. True preaching is of the Lord, for it is “God’s good pleasure through the foolishness of the
preaching to save them that believe” (1 Corinthians 1:21b). It aims at satisfying man’s greatest
need —salvation from sin. With this awesome responsibility, those who preach should strive to do their
best and to use the most effective means available to accomplish the task.

When trying to recall sermons heard in the past, one generally remembers best those that were
presented using a chalkboard or charts. They made lasting impressions on the mind and illustrated the
value of both seeing and hearing a sermon. In fact, over the years many souls have obeyed the Gospel,
and numerous Christians have grown stronger through sermons that made use of chalkboards and charts.
During recent years, however, two major problems have developed in regard to these types of visual aids.
First of all, auditoriums have been greatly enlarged, making the use of a small chalkboard ineffective.
Secondly, the use of a large chart is often not feasible because of the many hours required for its
preparation. Still, the need for visualized preaching is just as crucial. It has been estimated that the
average person will remember only 10% of what he hears but 40% of what he sees. Also, it is said that
85% of one’s learning is through the eyes, and that a speaker is able to provide his audience with
35% more information through the use of visual aids than by simply lecturing! Who, then, can deny that
good visual aids increase the effectiveness of preaching?

In addition to the problems of accommodating large auditoriums and busy schedules, the preacher
today needs to make his visual aids attractive and interesting to the viewer. His audience, for the most
part, is accustomed to good visual aids. Most of those who listen to his sermons watch several hours of
television each week, and though the moral content is often questionable, the professional quality of the
pictures, scenery, art work, and lettering cannot be denied. Magazines, newspapers, and store
advertisements also appeal to the eyes and further demonstrate the effectiveness of visuals. Yes, visual
aids are important, but they must be proper in content and of good quality to produce the maximum
results. In the pulpit, as elsewhere, visuals that are too small to read or poorly prepared can defeat their
purpose and have an adverse effect upon the audience. Remember, a visual must be an aid to preaching
or it should not be used.

How can these problems be overcome? This book, Charts and Sermons for Overhead Projectors, is
designed to provide a solution. Each chart may be removed from the book, and if you do not have a
copier that makes transparencies, you may take them to a quick or fast copying service and get one made
at a reasonable price. Purchase some cardboard frames or cut out one from poster board, and you have
your sermon visual ready.

The outlines are designed with only the basic thoughts so that you may present your own input into
the subject.

All of these charts were designed by this author as he preached these lessons from week to week.

As the outlines were made, like most preachers, the author was influenced by books, spiritual articles,
and by listening to others preach the word. To all that had a part in any way influencing these sermons,
sincere gratitude is expressed.

May this book with God’s guidance help in some way to make the preaching of the Gospel more
effective is my prayer.

—The Author
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GOD’S WORD

Hebrews 4:12

INTRODUCTION.

A. One of the greatest powers in the world is often
overlooked.
1. Man thinks of bombs, heavy machinery.
2. Bible says God's Word is powerful.
B. Six things to prove its power in this lesson.
1. May we study these?

. THE WORD OF GOD IS “ALIVE.”

A. This is the beginning point of faith.

1. Too many consider Bible dead literature or history.
B. The WORD proves itself to be alive.

1. Moves hearts to change.

2. Motivates lives to service.

3. Deals with most difficult problem~sin.
C. Therefore, this kind of life gives strength.

Il. THE WORD OF GOD IS “ACTIVE.”

A. Compared to seed (Luke 8:11).
1. Seed appears dead until planted in soil—gives life.
2. Word of God in heart shows forth life.
B. The Word is active—man must respond.
1. He must accept or reject it. Demands action!
C. Not only changes lives—keeps them changed.
1. Some are guided a lifetime.
2. Truth in the Word (John 17:17).
3. Spirit and life (John 6:63).

. THE WORD OF GOD IS “SHARP.”

. In the text, the Word is compared to a sharp sword.

1. Even sharper than a two-edged sword.

. Its sharpness makes it accurate.

1. Cuts with two edges.

. Must study the Word for approval from God (2 Timothy
2:15).

Meets all needs (2 Timothy 3:16,17).

Cuts to the quick.

. THE WORD OF GOD PIERCES.

. A dull sword would not fulfill its purpose.

. The Word can pierce to the point of dividing soul and
spirit.
1. Man's needs in all areas of life are met (2 Peter 1:3).
2. Nothing can be hidden.

C. The Word goes where man cannot go or think.

1. 1 Corinthians 1:25.
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V. THE WORD OF GOD DISCERNS.

A. So powerful that ocur thoughts can be discerned.
1. Even what we intend in the heart can be known.
B. The Devil continually tries to deceive.
1. The Word points out all his deceptions.
C. The Word finds the inner man—beneath the surface.
1. Man’s wisdom is blind.
2. Devil deceives (Ephesians 6:11).
3. Word exposes the Devil's plots.

VI. THE WORD OF GOD IS ETERNAL.

A. Matthew 24:35.

B. Earth and works will burn up (2 Peter 3:10).

C. The Word will judge (John 12:48).

D. The Word tells of Christ and how to obtain eternal life.
1. Teaches how God wants man to prepare for eternity.

CONCLUSION.

A. These six things make the Word powerful.
B. Have you obeyed the Word?

C. Are you a Christian, living by the Word?
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RESTORING
THE ORIGINAL WELL

INTRODUCTION.

A. Two colorful characters of Old Testament are Abraham
and Isaac.
1. Abrabam dug wells in Gerar and named them.
2. Philistines filled them, but Isaac restored them.
3. Read Genesis 26:18 (example of restoration).

B. The church and Christianity can be compared to a well.
1. John 4:14.

C. Jesus dug the original well when prepared for His church
and sent the Holy Spirit to guide the apostles.
1. Man has clogged it—needs to be restored.

D. Study with me the original well opened by our Lord.

l. BUILT ONE CHURCH.

A. Contrary to man’s thinking today, but a fact.
B. Matthew 16:18.

C. Acts 2 fulfilled.

D. Later—many congregations one.

Il. HAD ONE HEAD.
A. Colossians 1:18.

B. Ephesians 1:22,23, 5:23.
C. Ephesians 4:4.

lil. ONLY ONE FAITH.

A. Common to hear of faiths—not so with original well,
1. Ephesians 4:5.

B. Warning of departure.
1. 1 Timothy 4:1.

C. Danger of denying this faith.
1. 1 Timothy 5:8.

D. Must contend for it (Jude 3).

IV. ONE TYPE OF GOVERNMENT.

A. BEach congregation had elders~simplified government.
1. Acts 14:23,
2. Titus 1:5.
B. The elders were also called bishops.
1. Acts 20:28.
2. Qualifications (1 Timothy 3; Titus 1).
C. Also had deacons to serve.
1. Philippians 1:1; Acts 6:1-6.

V. GOD’S WORD ONLY GUIDE.

A. All that was needed (2 Timothy 3:16,17).

B. Anything more or less condemned (2 John 9).
C. All needed for life and godliness (2 Peter 1:3).

. SIMPLY CALLED CHRISTIANS.
. Acts 11:26.

1 Peter 4:16.

Acts 26:28.

No other name can compare.

1. Acts 4:12.

Vil. PENALTY FOR CLOGGING THIS WELL.
A. Accursed (Galatians 1:8).

B. In ditch (Matthew 15:14).

C. Rooted up (Matthew 15:13).

D. Lose God and Son (2 John 9).

CONCLUSION:
A. Is the original well important to you?
B. Do you really believe one can clog it without penalty?
C. Why not be just a New Testament Christian?
D. May God help us to restore the original well.
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THE GLORY OF GOD

INTRODUCTION.

A,
B.

God truly glorified in Psalm 19.
Notice the various ways.

I. VOICE OF HEAVEN (Psalm 19:1-6).
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. God spoke directly.

Voice of creation.

God’s voice spoke to Noah.
God'’s voice spoke to Abraham.
God’s voice spoke to Moses.

. God spoke through prophets.
. God spoke through His son (Hebrews 1:1).

Isaiah 40:26.
Psalm 8:1-4.

Il. VOICE OF GOD’S WORD (Psalm 19:7-9).

HYQw>

Q> €& mEuQwE>

. Through creation,

. Voice of His great Word.

. God talks through His Word.
. 2 Timothy 3:16,17.

Nehemiah 9:13.

. VALUE OF GOD’S WORD (Psalm 19:10,11).

Be desired.

. Greater than gold.

God'’s Word is sweet.

God's Word warns.

God's Word is great reward.
Psalm 119:97, 40:8.

FORGIVENESS OF SINS (Psalm 19:12-14).

Secret sins.
Presumptuous sins.
2 John 9.

CONCLUSION.

A.

Pronounce glory to God.
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REMEMBERING
CHRIST’S DEATH

1 Corinthians 11:24,25

INTRODUCTION.

A. We have the responsibility to remember the Lord’s death,

B. For this, we offer seven easy ways to remember that.

I. ONE LORD.
A. Ephesians 4:5.

B. No one else could have died for me—it took the death of

Christ (Hebrews 9:11-22; Revelation 5:9).

Il. TWO THIEVES.
A. Mark 15:27.
B. This fulfilled prophecy (Isaiah 53:12).
C. What awful company our Lord endured.
D. The people reviled Christ along with the thieves
(Matthew 27:43,44).

lll. THREE CROSSES.

A. Matthew 27:38.

B. One thief died IN his sins.

C. The second died TO his sins.

D. On the center cross, Christ died FOR our sins
(1 Corinthians 15:1-4).

IV. FOUR “PARTS” OF HIS GARMENTS.
A. John 19:23,24.
B. Imagine three men dying and the soldiers casting lots
(throwing dice) for their garments.

V. FIVE WOUNDS.
A. Two hands, two feet, and one side (2 + 2 + 1 = §).
B. It is true that the crown may have pierced His skin, but
we know that these five did.

VI. SIX HOURS.

A. From the third hour till the ninth hour, Christ hung on
the cross (Mark 15:22-34).

B. Can we imagine the awful agony that He must have felt
in those six hours?

Vil. SEVEN UTTERANCES.

A. My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?
(Matthew 27:46).

B. Father, unto thy hands I commend my Spirit (Luke
23:46).

C. Today thou shalt be with me in paradise (Luke 23:43).

D. Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do
(Luke 23:34).
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E.

Behold thy son, behold thy mother (John 19:26,27).

F. I thirst (John 19:28).

G.

It is finished (John 19:30).

CONCLUSION.

A.
B.
C.

This is as easy as counting to seven for us to remember
the Lord’s death.

We must do it in a right manner or we will be eating and
drinking damnation to ourselves.

We should remember that it is possible for us to crucify
the Lord all over again (Hebrews 6:4-6).






LIARS OF 1 JOHN

INTRODUCTION.

A. Subject is Liars of 1 John,

1. Four places John identifies liars.

2. John has Holy Spirit—knows a liar (we often judge).
B. God has always condemned liars.

1. Ninth commandment (Exodus 20:16).

2. Number 2 of things God hates (Proverbs 6:17).

3. Proverbs 12:22.

4. John 8:44.
C. Want to study who these liars are.

1. Note: He is writing to Christians.

I. “IF WE SAY WE HAVE FELLOWSHIP WITH
HIM, AND WALK IN DARKNESS, WE LIE, AND
DO NOT THE TRUTH” (1 John 1:6).

A, Fellowship (koinona) partnership, joint sharing,
communion.
1. Example: Some sold land to share.

B. John 8:12.

C. How do we tell the truth?
1. 1 John 1:7.

Il. HE THAT SAITH, | KNOW HIM, AND
KEEPETH NOT HIS COMMANDMENTS, IS A
LIAR, AND THE TRUTH IS NOT IN HIM”
(1 John 2:4).
A. What does it mean to know God and the Son?
1. More than just a knowledge of Him.
2. To enter into an intimate spiritual relationship.
3. 1 John 2:3.
B. Some teach that commands are unimportant.
1. Note: Illustrate by choosing a tract with false teaching
on faith only—or commands unimportant.
C. 1 John 2:4.
D. Do you keep the commandments of God?
E. Must obey the first and greatest—others will be obeyed.

lll. “WHO IS A LIAR BUT HE THAT DENIETH
THAT JESUS IS THE CHRIST?” (1 John 2:22).

. Gnostics of John’s day denied Jesus as Christ.
. Many today deny Him by not confessing Him.
1. Matthew 10:32,33.

. By refusing to stand up for Jesus.

1. Example song: “Stand up for Jesus.”

By refusing to surrender to Jesus.

We must follow in His steps (1 Peter 2:21).

1. Can't if we deny Him.

mo 0 wp»
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IV. IF A MAN SAY, | LOVE GOD, AND HATETH
HIS BROTHER, HE IS A LIAR: FOR HE THAT
LOVETH NOT HIS BROTHER WHOM HE HATH
SEEN, HOW CAN HE LOVE GOD WHOM HE
HATH NOT SEEN?” (1 John 4:20).
A. A direct conflict. If hate brother, can’t love God!
B. A true brother has godly qualities.

1.* All churches need much teaching on this.
C. What kind of brotherly love?

1. 1 John 3:18.

D. Keep right with your brother.
1. Matthew 5:23.

CONCLUSION.

A. Being one of these liars is very serious.
B. How does God consider you?

C. He wants all to obey truth.

D. Why not now?
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ETHICS

Titus 2:11,12

INTRODUCTION. C. CAPITAL PUNISHMENT.
A. Study of ETHICS-study of right and wrong conduct. L. Peqplehhavg discussed this for many years, leaving it
1. We study ethics every time we study the Bible. up in the air. ) .
B. To do right is ethical and to do wrong is unethical. 2. ngought to ask, “What does the Bible say?” It is our
guide.

I. THE AUTHORITY OF GOD.

A.

Why does God have the right to tell us what we must do
and must not do?

1. He created us (Psalm 95:4-6).

2. He gave His son to die for us (John 3:16).

. Therefore, God has bought us twice, and we belong to

Him. Belonging to Him, He has the right to govern us.
1. 1 Corinthians 6:20, 7:23).

HOW GOD HAS LEGISLATED.

3. First, the government is God's “minister for good™
written about the time of Nero (Romans 13).

. Second, we have a responsibility to the government

(1 Peter 2:13-17).

. Third, the government bears not the sword in vain!

What about Matthew 5:38 and Romans 12:19?

. We are not to restrict curselves because vengeance
belongs to God, and God has appointed the
government to do that task.

K- Y BN

. HOMOSEXUALITY (sex between two of the same

gender).

A. There must be a law for there to be right and wrong 1. Many have sought to justify all sorts of perversions
(Romans 4:15). ‘ under false pretenses.
B. God gave law to fathers (Patriarchs) and children of Israel 2. Why is it wrong? God condemns it.
by prophets (Hebrews 1:1). a. Romans 1:26,27.
C. Today, God gives law through His son. b. 1 Corinthians 6:9-11.
1. Hebrews 1:1; John 12:48. 3. When “I can't help it,” th denyi
D. Christ also taught His apostles to teach all things that He the Bib?:l?le (ggﬁ;azyf{m cfg 13). p R fhey are cenying

li.
. ABORTION (the purposeful taking of the life of an

had commanded them.
1. Matthew 28:18-20.

. Therefore, God’s Werd is the standard by which we are

to pattern our lives, and is able to furnish us everything.
1. 2 Timothy 3:16,17.

SOME BASIC ISSUES TODAY.

unborn infant).

1. Life begins at conception (Luke 2:21).

2. No difference made between before and after birth
(Jeremiah 1:5).

3. God gave us life, and He alone has the right to take it
(Acts 17:25; Genesis 50:15-19).

4. To murder is wrong, and that is what abortion is
(Romans 13:9).
. Period point—exclamation mark,

X EUTHANASIA (Greek for “good health™).

1. Proponents argue that it would be more human and
loving to take one's life than to allow them to suffer
(mercy killing).

. Biblical examples (2 Samuel 1:4-10,14-16).

. We must realize that the Bible teaches there is value
in suffering.

4. The Bible teaches it is wrong to commit murder

(Romans 13:9).

5. Isaiah 5:20.

W N
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CONCLUSION.
A. Many other things morally sinful.

1. Dancing, pornography, immodest clothes, social
drinkin,

g.
B. The Bble must be our guide (Romans 12:1,2).
C. Have you let God guide your life?
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WHAT IS
A GENUINE CHRISTIAN?

INTRODUCTION.

A. The purpose of this lesson is:
1. To lead you inithe pathway of righteousness; and
2. To motivate you to do His will.

B. Have you ever shopped for antiques?
1. Problem as to what is genuine or a copy.
2. Experts look for identifying mark.

C. Millions who are called Christians do not have marks of
the New Testament.

D. This lesson, five marks to determine whether or not
genuine.

I. ONE THAT LOVES CHRIST.

A. Too many say they are Christiang without loving Christ.

B. If you could remove love from Father and Son—-destroy
them as God.
1. 1 John 4:8.
2. Jesus is Love since one with Father (John 10:30).
C. To be a Christian, we must love.
1. Bphesians 6:24.
2. James 1:12.
D. The greatest commandment (Matthew 22:37).
E. True love solves many problems.
1. We often doctor symptoms instead of diseases.
2. Bxample: We fail to give, attend, visit, etc., from lack
of love.
3. 1 Corinthians 16:2.
F. Jesus' teaching (John 14:21,23).
G. Instead of rebuking Peter, talked about love,
1. John 21:15-17.

Il. ONE THAT OBEYS CHRIST.
A. Obedience goes hand in hand with love.
B. Hypocritical to say “I love Jesus,” but don't cbey Him.
1. Some say, “I'm too busy with family, work, etc.”
2. Jesus’ response: Matthew 10:37.
C. Others call themselves Christian, but hearers only.
1. Must be doers (James 1:22; Matthew 7:21,24-27).

lll. ONE THAT SERVES CHRIST.
A. Serve sounds same as obedience.
1. Attitude involved (slave).
B. Must deny self (Matthew 16:24).
C. Must have servant attitude.
1. Example: Paul’s letters to Romans, Philippians, and
Titus begin with servant.

17

D. Paul lived this principle.
1. Philippians 1:21, 3:8.
E. Jesus came to serve.
1. Philippians 2:7.
2. John 13:12-16.
F. Christians want to hear the words:
1. “Well done, good and faithful servants” (Matthew
25:21).

IV. ONE THAT SHARES CHRIST.

A. Gospel-good news of Christ (1 Corinthians 15:1-4).
1. Paul not ashamed (Romans 1:16).
2. Must preach it to every creature (Mark 16:15,16).
3. Acts 8:4.

B. If won $200,000 sweepstakes—good news.
1. Want to tell everyone.
2. Gospel far greater news.
3. Should desire to tell this.

V. ONE THAT DIES IN CHRIST.
A. A genuine Christian is not a quitter.
B. Even though body grows weak.

1. 2 Corinthians 4:16.
C. Admonished to hold on.
1. 1 Corinthians 15:58; Galatians 6:9.

D. Only way to be blessed.

1. Revelation 14:13.

CONCLUSION.
A. Are you a genuine Christian?
B. Apply these principles to your life.
1. Do you pass the test?
C. Why not become a genuine Christian now?
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LIFE

INTRODUCTION.

A. Life is a precious word in the Bible.
1. Speaks of physical and spiritual.
B. All should give life fullest consideration.
C. Four things about life to consider in this lesson.

Il. THE NEW LIFE.

A. Just because one is alive physically does not mean one has
the new life.
1. Must ask, “Have I been born again?”
2. All have had physical birth—only a few the new.
B. Jesus taught Nicodemus the new birth (John 3:5).
1. Must have birth of “water and the Spirit.”
2. Many seek being born of Spirit—leave off water.
3. Jesus did not leave out water—baptism a part of the
new birth.
C. Titus 3:5.
1. Paul writes not saved by righteousness we have done.
2. Saved by mercy by the washing of regeneration and
renewing of the Holy Spirit (water and spirit).
3. NIV-“He saved us through the washing of rebirth
and renewal by the Holy Spirit.”
. Baptism a part of God’s righteousness (Matthew
3:14,15).
. The Spirit leads sinners through the Word (F-R-C-B).
. Acts 22:16.
. New life (Romans 6:4).
. In Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17).
. Baptized into Christ (Galatians 3:27).

Il. A PRAYERFUL LIFE.

A. Privilege from new birth—talk to Father.
B. Prayer defined: “A spiritual child talking to his father.”

1. Can’t choose devil for father and still talk to God
(John 9:31).

2. Child of God can ask, etc. (Matthew 7:7,8).

C. Prayer to Christian must receive top priority.

1. Example: Emily Post—invited to White House—“An
invitation to lunch or dine at the White House is a
command, and automatically cancels any other
engagement.”

D. Prayer life represents Power.

1. “Remember nothing lies outside the reach of prayer
except that which lies outside the will of God.”

2. James 5:16; James 1:5,6.

E. Example: Japanese dwarf tree—cut off tap root.

1. Prayer left off—cuts tap root.

F. All need prayerful life to be blessed.

o+
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lil. A FAITHFUL LIFE.

A. Wonder how many souls in past centuries became
unfaithful?
1. Another way of saying one is lost unless repentance.
B. New Testament sounds many warnings.
1. John 15:6; 1 Corinthians 9:27, 15:58; Galatians 5:4;
1 Timothy 4:1.
. Example: Prospector’s explanation of success—“Just keep -
on digging.”
. Be faithful, even to point of death (Revelation 2:10).
. New Testament definition of faithfulness (Galatians 6:9).
. Don't make the same mistake as Demas.
1. 2 Timothy 4:10.

IV. A SAVING LIFE.

A. Adam and Bve lost something important in Eden.
1. They lost life—physically and spiritually.
2. They were driven from the garden and the tree of life
(Genesis 3:22). :
3. From this time forward, man needed life.
B. In many years God sent his Son.
1. Angel announced (Matthew 1:21).
2. Paul taught (1 Corinthians 15:22).
C. Jesus' purpose to bring life.
1. John 1:4; Luke 19:10.

D. Example: A great violin burned in a fire~rescued,
restored, and played. Compare to mankind. Christ rescues
us, restores soul, puts us to work.

E. Paul as an example (1 Timothy 1:15).

CONCLUSION.
A. Therefore, a goal for all to seek.
1. The new life.
2. The prayerful life.
3. The faithful life.
4. The saving life.
B. Would you seek these now?
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NEVERQUIT!

MARK

QUIT - AND
CAME BACK!

TIRLTITHT
TIMOTHY

Prison Bars

2 Timothy 440,11




FACES SEEN
THROUGH PRISON BARS

INTRODUCTION.

A.

C.
D.

May I take you to Rome of the first century?

1. Imagine Paul behind bars in Roman prison.

2. While looking through the bars, he sees faces and
wrote.

3. 2 Timothy 4:10,11.

. Notice Paul saw:

1. Demas—now gone.

2. Luke-faithful.

3. Mark-left and came back.

4. Timothy—son in Gospel.

Rome had many great things to imagine and see.
1. But he saw these personalities.

We shall study each of these faces.

I. DEMAS IS FIRST.

A,

B.

C.
D.

E.

Was with Paul at first.

1. Philemon 23 and 24.

2. Colossians 4:14.

What honor to be associated with Paul and Luke?
1. But he pulled out!

2. Judas parted company with Christ.

Must not have realized the great loss.

1. Erring members don’t know what they are losing,
Why did he leave?

1. Loved the present world—probably going got rough.
Many quit church when going gets rough.

1. Get feelings hurt.

2. Lack of personal attention.

3. Not truly converted.

F. Must deny self and give up world to be a Christian.

1. 1 John 2:15; James 4:4.

Il. LUKE—SECOND FACE.

A.
B.

“Only Luke is with me.”

He was faithful-didn’t have to come back.
1. Wrote two great books.

2. Stood faithfully by Paul.

C. What does it mean to be faithful?

1. Put the church first in your life (Matthew 6:33).

2. Be interested in all services of the church (only half of
the adult members attend Bible classes on a given
Sunday).

3. Don't complain—use effort to improve.

MARK—THIRD FACE.

A. Paul sent for him,
B. Was a quitter, but came back.

1. Example: Happened on first journey.
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C. We can come back when we fall.
1. Muist not use this as a license to fall.

D. Dangerous to fall since might not come back.
1. Therefore, Bible warns against falling,

. TIMOTHY—FOURTH FACE.

. Loved him as a son.

. With Paul in spirit when away.

. Paul desired his presence.
1. Paul had Demas, Crescens, and Titus to leave.
2. Timothy was a great man.

. Needed Timothy and Mark for ministry.
1. Paul fought the battle to the end.

CONCLUSION.

A. Which are you?
1. Are you faithful like Luke and Timothy?
2. Why not obey and be faithful to the Lord?
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BREAD

JNO. 6:35




“I AM”

INTRODUCTION.

A.
B.

The subject chosen for your consideration today is
“TAM.”

Christ is not just one, but many things.

1. One figure could not describe Him.

2. These various figures help us understand Him.
3. Please study some of these figures.

. “I AM” THE LIGHT (John 8:12).

D
E.
F

A. Describe sin in the world (darkness) when Jesus came.
B.
C. Jesus had power to forgive sins—dispel darkness.

John came as a witness to the light (John 1:7.9).

1. Matthew 9:1-6.
2. Luke 7:47.

. Revealed the Father's will (unveiled mysteries).

We must walk in the light (1 John 1:7).

. God is light (1 John 1:5).

il. “t AM” THE BREAD OF LIFE (John 6:35).

A.

O0Ow

Bread represents an ingredient of life.
1. Example: Manna for Israel sustained life.

. Jesus as bread, represents righteousness.
. Must hunger for it (Matthew 5:6).
. In what ways is Jesus our bread?

1. Does He sustain our souls?
2. Do we turn to worldly bread?
3. Can't live by physical bread alone (Matthew 4:4).

. Jesus as our bread must be:

1. Our Saviour (Matthew 1:21; Ephesians 5:23).
2. Our Peace (Ephesians 2:14).

3. Our Shepherd (John 10:11).

4. Our King (waiting for His coming).

“l AM” THE WAY (John 14:6).

. Describe importance of the right way when traveling.

1. When considering DESTINATION, we take the
appropriate road regardless.

B. Only one way to life (John 14:6; Matthew 7:13,14).

o0

Must not use human judgment (Proverbs 14:12).

Must find the way and walk in it (Colossians 2:6).

1. Example: Most religions are promoted by the few with
the rest spectators—majority won't walk!

2. Example: Like baseball-9 players vs. 65,000
spectators.

3. In Christianity, no spectators.

4. Romans 12:4-8; 1 Corinthians 12:14-27.
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IV. “I AM” THE DOOR (John 10:7-9).

A. Man's way to the Father (Ephesians 2:18).
B. Describe the importance of a door.
1. Example of building a new house without a door.
C. Represents a way of entrance.
1. Guarded gate kept Adam and Eve out of Eden.
2. Example: Cities of refuge and city walls—entrance
important.
D. Christ is the door—enter to be saved.
1. Romans 8:1.
2. 2 Corinthians 5:17.
3. Ephesians 1:3.
4. Galatians 3:26,27.

CONCLUSION.

A. These figures should be remembered.

1. They teach the importance of Christ.
B. What is Christ to you? Have you ignored Him?
C. Will you let Him be all of these things to you?
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CHRISTIAN

2 COR. 3:17
IN TRUTH

JNO- 8:32

IN CHRIST

GAL. 5:1

GAL.5:13

FROM OLD LAW

GAL. 4:23 -27
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CHRISTIAN LIBERTY

INTRODUCTION.

A. Read text (2 Corinthians 3:17).
B. Two major forces in life—either boncdlage or freedom.
1. Example: Nations throughout history have fought for
freedom.
C. Tell story of Israel and their deliverance to freedom.
D. Jesus' freedom greater than all that man has sought.
E. A need, then, to study subject “Christian Liberty.”

l. THERE IS LIBERTY IN TRUTH.

A, Example: Describe a man on trial for life, set free by
truth.

B. John 8:32.
1. Pilate asked, “What is truth?” (John 18:38).

C. Truth is (John 17:17).
1. Many seek sanctification through men’s doctrines.

D. Truth can’t be found outside of the Word—leaves Christ

out.
1. John 14:6, 1:17.
2. Jesus became flesh to bring truth (John 1:1, 14).
. Before liberty —must have truth (Ephesians 6:14).
. Lost without truth (2 Thessalonians 2:10).
1. Even a spiritual brother is lost without truth (James
5:19).
G. Reason why church is pillar and ground of truth
(1 Timothy 3:15).

Il. THERE IS LIBERTY IN CHRIST.
A. Turn to Bble and study closely (Galatians 5:1.4).
B. Why is there liberty in Christ?
1. Because He redeems us (Titus 2:14; Colossians 1:14).
2. Because He reconciles us (2 Corinthians 5:19).
3. Because He is our atonement (Romans 5:11).

lil. THERE IS LIBERTY FROM SIN.
A. Paul said ye have been called unto liberty (Galatians
5:13).
B. Man’s greatest need from Adam.
C. 8in brings bondage (Romans 6:17).
D.
E.
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1. All sin (Romans 3:23; 1 John 1:8,10).
Therefore, we need liberty from sin.
It cost Jesus the cross for this liberty.

. THERE IS LIBERTY FROM THE OLD LAW.
. Many in New Testament refused to give up old law.
1. Example: Jerusalem conference—called a yoke (Acts
15:10).

> <
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Compare covenants from Galatians 4:23,24.

Still, people today bind parts of the Old Testament,
‘This causes one to lose grace.

1. Galatians 5:4.

Briefly show what a great liberty to be freed from Old

Law.

CONCLUSION. e

A. True freedom comes from Christ.

B. He has done His part to set us free.

C. Man’s part is to obey and serve faithfully.
D. Have you found this freedom?
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BLUEPRINT
FOR CHRIST’S CHURCH

INTRODUCTION.

A.

B.

C.

Most all familiar with blueprints.

1. Give dimensions, specifications, etc.

2. Be difficult to build without such.

Concept of blueprint goes back to God.

1. Noah's ark, tabernacle, home.

2. Also for “Christ's Church.”

Please study what is involved in this blueprint.

l. ARCHITECT.

A.
B. God kept secret His plans for Kingdom from foundation of

C.

A.

R

D. The blood-bought church must be on this true foundation.
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God is the architect (man can’t improve).

the world (Matthew 13:35).

1. Not an afterthought—very important.
Will be destroyed i change His plan.

1. Must face Him in judgment.

BUILDER.
The one true builder is Christ.
1. Matthew 16:18.

2. Did not give Peter or anyone else the right to build it.
3. Said, “I will build”—“my church.”

. Some feel it is an improvement to add or subtract from

His plans.
1. Punishment (Revelation 22:18,19).

. Must refuse any other builder other than Christ.

1. All others will fail!

. FOUNDATION.
. No building is stronger than its foundation.

Bible specifies a strong foundation for His church.

1. Rock foundation (Matthew 16:18).

2. Rock: “Jesus as the Christ—the Son of God.”

3. Not on Peter—not John the Baptist—it would fall.

4. Prove Jesus is not the Son of God—His church would
fall.

. Can't lay another foundation and please God.

1. 1 Corinthians 3:11.

STRUCTURE.

. His church-not made of bricks, stones, or wood.
. It is a group of people—"called out”—saved.

1. Acts 2:47.
2. “Lively stones” (1 Peter 2:5).

. It is His spiritual body.

1. Colossians 1:18, 24).
2. He is the head (Ephesians 1:22,23).
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D. The divine blueprint specifies:
1. How a person becomes a Christian (Acts 2:38, 22:16;
Romans 6:4); and
2. Things to do in worship (Ephesians 5:19;
1 Thessalonians 5:17; 1 Corinthians 11:26-29; Acts
20:7; John 4:24).

V. PURPOSE.

A. Most buildings have a purpose.
1. So does Christ’s church.
2. It is the active agent in carrying out the will of God.
B. Three major objectives:
1. Convert sinners to Christ;
2. Edify members of the body of Christ; and
3. Serve the needy.
C. Convert sinners to Christ.
1. An assignment to Christians (Mark 16:15,16).
2. All members concerned (Acts 8:4).
3. Missionaries sent (Paul's journeys).
4. Church is still pillar and ground of the truth
(1 Timothy 3:15).
D. Edifying members of the body of Christ.
1. Majority of New Testament deals with edification.
2. This keeps the body strong.
3. Under oversight of leaders (Ephesians 4:11,12).
4. However, each member was responsible (Hebrews
10:24,25).
E. Serving the needy.
1. Toward fellow brothers and sisters in Christ (Acts
4:34,35).
2. Part of pure religion (James 1:27).
3. Concerned about all men (Galatians 6:10).
4. Serving others—serve Christ (Matthew 25:34-40).

CONCLUSION.

A. Where do you stand at this moment?

B. Christ’s church or man-made church?

C. Obey pure Gospel-Lord will add only to His church.
D. Remember, all others will fail!
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AUTO LESSONS

INTRODUCTION.

A. Jesus used object lessons often.
1. This helped impress spiritual lessons.

B. In this lesson want to use a familiar object—auto,
1. Hope to impress some spiritual lesson.
2. Notice the following advice.

I. STEER STRAIGHT.

A. Steering determines success and safety.
1. When driving, important not to swerve.
B. Way to heaven straight and narrow.
1. Matthew 7:13.
2. Devil lures us—must say no!
C. World does not steer straight.
1. Reason for (1 John 2:15; Romans 12:2; James 4:4).
D. God instructed Joshua not to turn.
1. Joshua 1:7.

Il. DON'T LET CLUTCH SLIP.

A. Clutch connects motor to back wheels.
B. Hebrews 2:1.
1. To avoid a slipping clutch—“take heed.”
2. Neglect, failing to be involved causes clutch to slip.
3. Slipping clutch gradual—spiritual slipping gradual.

ill. KEEP UP BATTERY.
A. Car battery must be continually charged.

1. Example: Alternator goes out—short time in trouble.

B. Our spiritual batteries must be continually charged.
1. Isaiah 40:31.

. Reason elders plan classes and services.
1. Should want to atteiid for charge.
2. Devotionals help.

PLENTY OF FUEL.

. Most beautiful and powerful car helpless without fuel.
. Must have spiritual strength to do great things.

. Samson strong because of fuel from God.

1. Judges 16:20.

. Paul could do all things through Christ.

1. His fuel (Philippians 4:13).

V. DON’T BLOW OWN HORN.

A. A horn is of value—unless abused.
B. Have known boasters of self?
1. Matthew 6:2.
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VI. OBEY LAWS.
A. Get tired of laws when driving—for our good.
B. Auto laws should be obeyed.
1. Romans 13:1.
C. Some say fine to obey in regard to murder—not auto.
1. Example: Some read “S-T-O-P” as “Slightly-Tap-On-
Pedal™ :

Vil. CHECK BRAKES.

A. Car most dangerous machine without brakes.
B. Proper use of brakes avoids many accidents.
C. Christian must have self-control.
1. Example: Felix needed self-control (Acts 24:25).
D. Temptations keep coming—must say no.

VIIl. STUDY MAP.

A. Have you ever tried to guess the way?

'B. Spiritual way may seem right, but death.
1. Proverbs 14:12.

C. Must do the Lord’s will (Matthew 7:21).

D. WORD of God—road map to heaven.

CONCLUSION.

A. How do these lessons apply to your life?
B. Is your spiritual auto well-tuned?

C. Are you at this moment right with God?



1. Masters — Mt. 12:30;
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THINGS OLD ...
... THINGS NEW

2 Corinthians 5:17

INTRODUCTION. VI. CHANGE IN HOPE.
A. One of the great blessings in Bible is subject of becoming A. Once hope only for worldly gain.
new. 1. Luke 12:16-20.
B. Beauty of the new birth—new creation. B. Now hope for Christ's coming.
C. Notice some of the changes to the new. 1. Titus 2:13.
I. CHANGE IN MASTERS. CONCLUSION.
A. No man can serve two masters. A. Without these changes, we would be lost.

1. Matthew 12:30. B. Have you left the old for the new?
B. Satan was old master. .

1. Ephesians 2:2.

2. John 8:44.
C. Christ is the new master.

1. Romans 8:14-17.

Il. CHANGE IN GODS.

A. Idols were the old gods.
1. 1 Thessalonians 1:9.
2. 1 Corinthians 10:7.
B. Living God is new God.
1. Romans 5:10.
2. Acts 17:24.

" lll. CHANGE IN DRESS.

A. Self-righteousness was old dress.
1. Isaiah 64:6.
B. Christ’s righteousness is new dress.
1. Isaiah 61:10.
2. Romans 10:4.
3. 2 Corinthians 5:21.

IV. CHANGE IN LIFE.

A. Was alive to sin in old life.
1. Ephesians 2:1-3.

B. Now alive to Christ in new life.
1. Galatians 2:20.

V. CHANGE IN ATTITUDE.

A. Toward God's Book.
1. Psalm 119:103.
2. Psalm 119:105.
B. Toward God’s House.
1. Psalm 84:10.
2. John 2:14-17.
C. Toward God's Work.
1. 2 Corinthians 9:7.
D. Toward world and worldliness.
1. 1 John 2:15-17.
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“IF WE”

1 John 1:6-10

INTRODUCTION.

A. John takes a word and uses it often.

1. Lesson follows the use of this word.

2. In this lesson, look at the words “IF WE.”
B. Read text.

1. Notice used these words.

I. “IF WE” SAY WE HAVE NO SIN (1 John
1:8,10).
A. “We deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”
B. Must not come to conclusion we have no sin.
1. Who is he talking to? World? No, Christians.
2. “IF WE’ included himself.
C. Historians tell us some said, “Never sin after becoming a
Christian.”
1. Many feel this way today.
2. Example: If say have no sin—sins—a liar.
. Speaks of man in general—read (Psalm 14:1-3).
. “ALL"-both Jews and Gentiles—sin (Romans 3:23).
. Man needs to be forgiven.
1. Will try to avoid sin when Christians (Romans 6:2).
2. Means will not continue to sin (1 John 3:9).
G. If ever reach point that we feel sin is no problem—
deceived and in danger.
1. Danger of falling (1 Corinthians 10:12).

Il. “IF WE” CONFESS OUR SINS (1 John 1:9).

A. “He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
1. After admitting sin—need to confess them.
2. This is the beauty of Jesus Christ.

B. Psalmist acknowledged sin (Psalm 32:5).
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1. Some today leave church—come back never admit sin.
2. Don't need to go to a “priest”—calls Christians priests.

C. James 5:16.

. “IF WE” WALK IN THE LIGHT (1 John 1:7).

A. “As he is in the light, we have fellowship one with
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth
us from all sin.”

. Notice~“IF we walk in the Light.”

. What does this mean?

. Must get into the light.

How? By getting into Christ.

. Jesus says, “I am the light.”

. Must be born of water and of the Spirit (John 3:5).

. How a penitent believer gets into Christ (Galatians
3:26,27).

Ow
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D. Once you get into Christ, must walk in Him.
1. Many get in and sit down.
2. Suggests activity.
3. Jesus walked only in light.
4. Great commission—get people into light by teaching,
baptize, and teach.
E. Walked in light (Acts 2:42).
1. Also had fellowship together—a walk together.
2. Even sold property to share together.

IV. “IF WE” SAY WE HAVE FELLOWSHIP
(1 John 1:6).

A. “With him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the
truth.”
B. Here is a deeper discussion of fellowship.
1. Must share light together.
C. John speaks of receiving blood of Christ by “continuing to
walk.”
1. Some say, “I go out and do things occasionally, such as
lose temper, curse, adultery, but I'm still a Christian.”
2. John would say, “You're a liar.”
3. Can’t be a Christian and walk in darkness.
D. Don't be unequally yoked (2 Corinthians 6:14).
1. Some say mixed marriages.
2. Yes, but more—read rest of the verse!
3. Millions think they can mix light and darkness—
deceived.
E. “Have no fellowship with fruit of darkness™ (Ephesians
5:11).
1. When fellow says “I occasionally do wrong,” he is
upholding sin~should be condemning it.
2. If occasionally sin, should be sorry.
F. “They that do such things shall not inherit Kingdom of
God” (Paul).
G. Devil continually promotes darkness.
1. We must fight it.
2. Devil is not finished.

CONCLUSION.

A. Review chart—we have a choice.
B. Have you obeyed Gospel to get into light?
C. Have you walked faithfully in the light?
1. Or have you been sitting?
D. Won't you respond to obedience?






UNITY

INTRODUCTION.
A. Four important questions about our lives:
1. Whoam I?
2. Where did I come from?
3. Why am I here?
4. Where am I going?
B. Our concern in this lesson: Why am I here?
C. We are here to glorify God.
1. Ecclesiastes 12:13.
D. Many ways to glorify God—want to study one.
1. Glorifying God in unity!

I. UNITY OF GOD.

A. Seems like one person (Genesis 1:1), yet:
1. Spirit of God (Genesis 1:2).
2. “Let us” (Genesis 1:26).
3. Three persons, but ONE (John 1:1-3; 14).
B. Godhead performed work in unity.
1. Creation had balance, order—dependent on other acts.
2. Consider the animal kingdom—consider man.
3. Heavens, stars, sun, etc.—masterpiece (Psalm 19:1-3).

ll. UNITY OF MAN.

A. Many lessons about Adam and Eve.
1. Overlook unity between them and God.
B. Beautiful picture—man with dominion over herbs, trees,
beasts, fowls (Genesis 1:29-30).
C. God put trust in them . . . felt no shame, fear—but happy!
D. To lose all this, Devil destroyed unity between man and
God.
1. Sin divided.
E. Everything changed.
1. From security to fear.
2. From a clear conscience to shame.
3. From God's presence to hiding,
4. From glorifying God in unity to estrangement and
division.

lll. UNITY OF LIFE.

A. Story must not end here, or man is lost.
1. No life when out of unity with God.
2. Therefore, the promise (Genesis 3:15).
B. God set forth a plan for unity.
1. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, David —Christ!
2. Man didn't deserve this plan—love gave it.
3. In approximately 4,400 years, son born—made unity as
from beginning possible.
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C. CHRIST, in unity with Father, could say:
1. John 10:30.
2. John 14:9.
3. John 15:26.
4. John 16:13,14.

. UNITY OF KINGDOM.

. Division destroys (Matthew 12:25).
. Oneness in original church or Kingdom (Matthew 16:18).
. Jesus' prayer for unity (John 17:20-23).
. Jesus died, rose, ascended —church came with power
(Acts 2).
1. First hint of problems when unity disrupted (Acts
5:1-11, 6:1-7; 1 Corinthians 1:10; Ephesians 4:3-6).

UNITY TODAY.

. Is unity needed today?
. Does God still insist on unity? Yes!
1. Psalm 133:1.
. Why is it needed?
1. God commands it.
2. Because it works! (Show me a successful church, and
I will show you unity.)
D. How does one glorify God in unity?
1. In our personal lives.
a. Church made of individuals—we can weaken or
strengthen.
b. Don't be like Reuben (Genesis 49:4).
E. By observing Biblical admonitions.
1. Philippians 4:1.
2. Galatians 5:1.
3. 1 Thessalonians 3:8.
4. Ephesians 6:11-17.
F. As a spiritual body.
Like human body (1 Corinthians 12:14-17).
2. Must promote unity if church functions properly.
3. If a program doesn't appeal to you, don't knock it
because of others.
4. Be careful with opinions—pressed, they can disrupt
unity.

CONCLUSION.

A. Are you contributing to unity?

B. Work hard for unity, for souls, church, etc.
C. This is one of the ways we glorify God.
D. Do you belong to Him?
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DIRECTIONS IN WHICH
PAUL LOOKED

2 Timothy 4:6-8

INTRODUCTION.

A. Paul was a great worker for the Lord.

B. In spite of persecutions, did great things.

C. At the end of the way, looked in four directions:

D.

1. Downward.

2. Backward.

3. Forward.

4. Upward.

From this text, let us consider these.

. DOWNWARD.
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A
B.

. Ready to be offered —time at hand (2 Timothy 4:6).
. He saw death at hand.

1. James 4:13,14; Job 14:1; 1 Samuel 20:3.

. Must meet his appointment (Hebrews 9:27).
. Not even death could separate him from his Lord.

1. Romans 8:38,39.
2. Can't separate the faithful today.

. Would be better after death.

1. Philippians 1:21-23, 3:20,21; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18.

BACKWARD.

Looked back to his faithfulness.

1. 2 Timothy 4:7.

He had been a good soldier.

1. “I have fought a good fight.”

2. Greatest enemy—the devil (Ephesians 6:11-13;
1 Timothy 6:12).

3. The world (Galatians 6:14).

4. Battled the flesh (Romans 7:23,24).

. He had been a good runner.

1. “I have finished the course.”

2. His running involved seeking souls (Hebrews 12:1,2).
3. His eyes were on Jesus as he ran.

4. Philippians 3:12-14.

. He had been a good steward.

. “I have kept the faith.”

. He had not preached the wisdom of men.

. Galatians 1:11,12.

. He was not ashamed of preaching the gospel (Romans
1:16).

. He defended the true gospel (Galatians 1:6-8).

N S

W

37

Ill. FORWARD.

A. Looked forward to the crown (2 Timothy 4:8).
B. It was a personal crown—"“laid up for me.”

3. All must face God to give account (Romans 14:10-12;

2 Corinthians 5:10).
4. He did not fear answering to God.
5. Paul did not look forward with selfishness.
6. “All that love his appearing” (2 Timothy 4:8).

UPWARD.

Things were not well on earth—Paul looked up.

He believed in heaven.

The world lets us down (1 John 2:15).

Fleshly things bring corruption (Galatians 6:8).
Faithful Christians in Book of Revelation~looked up.
1. John saw for them victories.

F. The wicked must look down—Paul looked up!

CONCLUSION.

A. In which directions are you looking?
B. Are you looking forward to heaven?
C. Are you right with God?
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THE “l WILLS”
OF CHRIST

INTRODUCTION.

A. We like for a man’s word to be his bond.

B. Jesus greatest in this.
1. Made many promises—kept all of them.

C. Today, notice six places where He promised “I Wil.”
1. We can put our faith in these promises.
2. May we study them?

I. “l WILL” NOT CAST OUT (John 6:37).

A. Promising salvation to sinner that comes on His terms.
1. May have life deeply in sin.
2. Example: Saul of Tarsus—chief (1 Timothy 1:15).
3. Grace made him free.
B. Example: Might try to join club, lodge, etc.
1. Be blackballed.
2. Not so with Christ, if obey.
C. How does the sinner come?
1. Must come on His terms.
2. Not enough to say “I've answered His invitation.”
D. Notice a test to be sure you have come.
1. Is there a change in your life (conversion)?
2. Complete obedience to Christ changes one’s life.
E. When this happens, He will not cast you out.

il. “1 WILL” BUILD MY CHURCH (Matthew

16:18).

A. Review this setting—“Who do men say I am?”

B. “Whom say ye that I am?”
1. Peter—“Thou art-the Christ, the Son of God.”
2. Foundation rock—promised ‘I will build my church.”
3. He kept this promise (Acts 2).

C. From the establishment of this church, lively stones
added.

D. Gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.
1. Devil has tried to destroy it—failed.

lll. “I WILL” SEND THE HOLY SPIRIT (John
16:7).
A. When he suggested leaving, apostles’ sadness.
1. Promised the Holy Spirit to comfort them.
2. He would guide them into all truth.
B. Promise fulfilled (Acts 2).
1. Could perform miracles.
C. Doesn't come directly today, but still dwells.

1. God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit

dwells.
2. Holy Spirit dwells indirectly through the Word.
D. Don't ever feel He did not keep this promise.
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IV. “l WILL” RECEIVE YOU UNTO MYSELF
(John 14:3).
A. Lonely, but cheers them with this promise.

1. We can't realize the emptiness they felt.
2. Prepare a place for you.

B. Our faith often gets weak then look to heaven.

1. He will come and bring something better.

C. Example: Early Christians persecuted.

D.
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1. This hope helped them—"I will receive you.”
Example: Moses missed Land of Canaan because of
disobedience.

1. Must have still longed for a home.

“l WILL” DRAW YOU TO ME (John 12:32).

. This is the magnetic power of Christ.
. John 6:44,45.
. Where did this drawing power come from?

1. From the cross.

. Regardless of race, color, or geographical location.

1. This drawing power is present.

. Should feel great when we see this drawing power.

1. Example: Song “O Happy Day when Jesus washed my
sins away.”

. “l WILL” BE WITH YOU (Matthew 28:20).
. Makes this promise as part of the great commission.

. This promise projected to all ages.

. Do we lean heavily on this promise?

1. Think wife, husband, and relatives are with us, but do
we believe this about Christ?

. May not have same persecutions as first century.

1. Still need the Lord today.
2. We have sick, death, depressions.

. When we go out to convert:

1. He will be with us.
2. Task may seem impossible, but He'll be with us.

. This promise has kept many missionaries going,

1. We must be willing to step out by faith.
2. Promises “I will be with you.”

CONCLUSION.

A.

B.
C.

Remember, Christ has done so much.
1. Has made many promises.

2. He will keep all these.

Have you let Him help you?

What is your spiritual condition?
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MORALITY IN
THE 20TH CENTURY

INTRODUCTION.

A. “You've come a long way, baby” applies to America.
1. Not only women, but all.
2. Morally, America is on the decline.
B. This has caused God to take action in the past.
1. Genesis 6:5, 19:24.
C. Danger has come because of change in thinking.
1. Sin no longer seems so bad.
2. Proverbs 14:34.
3. Low morals epidemic has also hit the church.
4. Salvation is a gift (Ephesians 2:8) only to those that
walk in the light (1 John 1.7).
D. God has blessed our nation.
1. However, we must turn back to Him.
E. In this lesson, look at history of Fall of Rome.
1. Notice, same conditions today in America.
2. Hope we can profit by their mistakes.
F. PFive reasons why Rome fell-Gibbon's history of “The
Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire.”

I. THE UNDERMINING OF THE DIGNITY AND
SANCTITY OF THE HOME, WHICH IS THE
BASIS FOR HUMAN SOCIETY.

A. The concept of home originated with God.
1. “As the home goes, so goes the nation!”
B. Rome turned her back on the home.
1. Quote from “The Eternal Kingdom” (F. W. Mattox,
pages 22,23).
C. America is following footsteps of Rome.
1. Give latest divorce statistics.
2. Legalized abortion.
3. Tons of pornography being read.
4. Homosexuality, adultery, fornication.

Il. HIGHER AND HIGHER TAXES: THE
SPENDING OF PUBLIC MONEY FOR FREE
BREAD AND CIRCUSES FOR THE POPULACE.
A. Important to levy taxes—problem, OVERTAXED.
1. Rome did this (quote “The Eternal Kingdom,” F. W.
Mattox, page 21).
B. Bible example —Rehoboam (1 Kings 12:1-17).
C. Nation should be concerned about poor.
1. Problem: Man abuses this by not working.
2. Must provide for own (1 Timothy 5:8;
2 Thessalonians 3:10).
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lil. THE MAD CRAZE FOR PLEASURE: SPORTS
BECOMING EVERY YEAR MORE EXCITING,
MORE BRUTAL, MORE IMMORAL.

A. Rome craved bloodshed in sports.

1. Example: 10,000 gladiators were used in one game.
B. Sports great when not abused.
C. Wrong if want someone killed, etc. (boxing, racing).

IV. THE BUILDING OF GREAT ARMAMENTS
WHEN THE REAL ENEMY WAS WITHIN—THE

INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY.

A. An adequate military force is necessary.
1. Romans 13:1-3.
B. Rome was wrong in overbuilding.
1. Real enemy was within —neglected.
C. Individual responsibility neglected.
1. Human life was cheap.
2. Suicide encouraged.
3. Hundreds yearly reduced to slavery.
D. We don't want this to happen to America.
1. Must maintain individuality.
2. Must maintain spiritual strength.

V. THE DECAY OF RELIGION: FAITH FADING
INTO MERE FORM; LOSING TOUCH WITH
LIFE; LOSING POWER TO GUIDE THE
PEOPLE.

A. Man has a created desire to worship.
1. Must have guidance (Jeremiah 10:23).
B. Rome had no real convictions.
1. Could accept one or more gods.
2. No relationship between religion and morals.
3. Could never please the true God.
C. How does this compare to America today?
. Attendance and morals falling.
. Creed books guiding many above Bible.
. Following works of flesh (Galatians 5:21).
. Refuse old-fashioned gospel.
. Seek modern—nothing new about sin.
. Condemned (Galatians 1:8; 2 John 9).
D. America needs to return to the Book.
1. THE BIBLE.

CONCLUSION.

A. Are you following the world?
1. You'll end up like Rome.

B. Are you contributing one life?

C. Have you believed (John 8:24), repented (Luke 13:3),
confessed Christ (Romans 10:9,10), and been baptized
(Acts 2:38)?

D. Why not get on God’s side now?
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SIGN BOARDS

INTRODUCTION.

A. Familiar with sign boards on highways.
1. Have a message for travelers.
2. Christians are like highway signs.
B. Three conditions of signs:
1. Some newly-painted (2 Corinthians 5:17).
2. Some neglected (Hebrews 2:1-3).
3. Some in the ditch (Matthew 5:15).
C. Please notice some signs.

I. INSURANCE.
A. We insure everything except your place in eternity.
B. Can insure about anything today, but not soul.
1. Insurance in heaven (Matthew 6:19,20).
2. Psalm 23,
3. 2 Peter 3:10-13.

Il. LAUNDRY.
A. We wash everything except character and soul.
1. New birth (John 3:5).
B. We must go to Ged for this.
1. James 1:27.
2. 1 John 1:7.

lll. CLOTHING STORE.
A. Everything for physical body, not man.
1. 1 Timothy 2:9; 1 Peter 3:3.
B. The Christian requires a special kind of spiritual clothing.
1. Light of Christ (Matthew 5:16).
2. Ephesians 6:13-17.

IV. LOAN COMPANY.

A. Time extended cn everything except life.
B. Death is an appointment (Hebrews 9:17).
1. 1 Peter 1:24,25.
2. James 4:14.

CONCLUSION.
A. Most signs speak of passing things.
1. “Only one life soon will be passed, only what is done
for Christ will last.” ’
2. “What I spent, I had; what I saved, I lost; what
I gave for Christ, I have.”
B. Are you preparing for the spiritual?






HOW | WANT
TO BE FOUND BY CHRIST

INTRODUCTION.

A.

B.
C.

The Bible (Old Testament and New Testament) teaches
that Christ is coming.

1. May or may not be in our lifetime.

2. Matthew 25:31.

3. Didn't say IF He comes, but WHEN He comes.
How will He find you? Me?

Want to notice how I want to be found by Christ.

I. | WANT TO BE FOUND IN HIM.

A.

This is the way Paul wanted to be found.
1. Philippians 3:8,9.

B. Why is it so important to be found in Christ?

D.

1. It is one’s only hope for eternal life.
2. Example: Imagine 100-mile square fenced—all inside
saved, outside lost.

. God's Word teaches this concerning inside and outside of

Christ.

1. Romans 8:1.

2. 1 Corinthians 15:22.

3. 2 Corinthians 5:17.

4, Ephesians 1:3.

5. Galatians 3:26.

Imagine one gate to enclosed fence.

1. Only one way into Christ—obedience to gospel.

Il. | WANT TO BE FOUND WALKING IN TRUTH.

A.

. Does not refer to physical sleep.
. Asleep spiritually —unconscious, inactive, etc.

w >

To elect lady (2 John 4).

1. Didn't say KNOWING truth, but WALKING in
truth.

2. Important to know truth, but must also walk in truth
(John 8:32).

. What is truth? Jesus and the Word.

1. John 14:6.
2. John 17:17.

| WANT TO BE FOUND NOT SLEEPING.

1. 1 Thessalonians 5:6.

. Jesus taught the time of His coming was unknown

(neither Son or angels knew).
1. Must be awake and watchful.
2. Mark 13:32,

. Do you feel that you are awake for the Lord?

1. Do you respond to responsibility?
2. Do you say “they” or “we” when speaking of the work
of the church?
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IV. | WANT TO BE FOUND WATCHING.
A. “Watch” is a key word in the ministry of Jesus.
1. Compares “second coming” to Noah and the flood
(Matthew 24:36-44).
B. At transfiguration, instructed Peter, James and John to
watch and pray.

V. | WANT TO BE FOUND PREPARED.
A. Jesus is preparing a place (John 14:1-3).
1. Only prepared can receive it.
B. Ten virgins illustrate this (Matthew 25:1-13).
1. Too many partially prepared.
2. Example: School test (last-minute glance, sickening
feeling).
C. How does a Christian prepare for His coming?
1. Seek Kingdom first (Matthew 6:33).
2. Lay up heavenly treasure (Matthew 6:19-21).

VI. | WANT TO BE FOUND IN THE BOOK.
A. Only those in the Book of Life will be saved.
1. Revelation 20:12-15.
B. How does one get his name in this book?
1. By reaching the blood of Christ.
2. When obey gospel, saved and name added (Acts
2:47).
C. Therefore, important to be found a faithful Christian.

CONCLUSION.

A. Where are you now?

B. Are you NOW the way you want Jesus to find you?
C. Now is the time to get right with God.
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ARE YOU READY?

INTRODUCTION.

A. The Bible emphasizes words by using them often.
1. Example: The words seven, twelve, seventy, wisdom,
and love.
2. A very important word for this study—READY!
3. Wish to study lessons from many ways this word is
used.

I. PETER SAID, “LORD, | AM READY TO GO
WITH YOU.”

A. Luke 22:33.
B. Jesus announced betrayal.
1. Argument—who will be greatest.
2. Peter said he was ready, but was not.
3. Later denied Lord (Luke 22:55-62).
C. We are asked to follow in steps of Jesus.
1. 1 Peter 2:21.
2. Must deny self (Matthew 16:24).
3. Example: Rich young ruler wouldn't pay price.

Il. “BE READY ALWAYS TO GIVE AN
ANSWER.”

A. 1 Peter 3:15.

B. Must study to do this (2 Timothy 2:15).

C. Attitude essential (notice last part of 1 Peter 3:15).
1. Meekness and fear (explain each).

D. May win an argument, but lose a soul.

E. May lift self up, but knock another down.

lil. PAUL SAID, “I AM READY TO PREACH THE
GOSPEL.”
A. Romans 1:15.
B. Why?
1. Not ashamed (Romans 1:16).
2. Believed power of God (Romans 1:16).
3. A debtor to Jews and Gentiles (Romans 1:14).
4. Knew disobedient would be lost (2 Thessalonians
1:7,8).
C. These should motivate us to preach today!

IV. THAT THEY (THE RICH) BE READY TO
DISTRIBUTE.
A. 1 Timothy 6:17,18.
B. Can't be a Christian without sharing.
1. God shared His Son (John 3:16).
2. A way to express kindness and unselfishness.
3. Example: Jesus approved Good Samaritan.

47

C. Early church practiced this principle.
1. Acts 2:45.
2. Acts 4:34,35.
3. James 1:27.
4. Titus 3:1.

V. PAUL SAID, “I AM READY ... TO DIE.”

A. Acts 21:13.
B. Agabus and brethren tried to keep Paul from
Jerusalem—failed.
1. He was bound at Jerusalem, and later imprisoned in
Rome.
2. He later died in Rome.
3. He was ready (2 Timothy 4:6-8).
C. Would we be ready to die today?
1. Are we ready to live for Him (Romans 12:1)?

VI. JESUS WARNS US TO BE READY FOR HIS
RETURN.
A. Matthew 24:42-44.
B. Tragedy of foolish virgins (Matthew 25:1-13).
C. Must purpose and plan for His coming.
1. Doesn't happen accidentally.
2. “Battles are won the day before.”

CONCLUSION.

A. Our only hope for eternity is to be ready.
B. Those who are not ready will be lost.
C. “Are you ready for that day to come?”
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THE LORD’S SUPPER

INTRODUCTION.

A. This is a very important lesson.
1. Deals with the proper way to remember our Lord.
2. Failure to study causes weakness.

B. Let us seek God's will on this subject.

l. WHAT IS IT?

A. Itis a memorial.
B. Memorials not new when Christ made this one.
1. Rainbow after flood (Genesis 9:12-15).
2. Jacob and the ladder from heaven (Genesis 28).
3. Pile of rocks when Israel crossed Jordan (Joshua 4:4-9).
C. Christ chose the leading Old Testament memorial
(Passover) to institute the Lord’s Supper (Mark 14:12-25).

ll. INGREDIENTS.

A. 1 Corinthians 11:23-30.
B. Body (“unleavened bread”) and blood (“fruit of vine”).
1. These ingredients available in all generations.
C. What kind of bread? Unleavened —same as passover.
1. Some argue you can use leavened bread, but why take
chance?
D. What kind of fruit of the vine?
1. Doesn't call it “wine.”
2. “New wine in the cluster” (Isaiah 65:8).
3. Assume it was grape—doesn't specify.
E. Bread His body—fruit of the vine His blood.
1. Was this literal or figurative?
2. Catholics teach both become literal.
F. Examples where Christ used things to represent.
1. Seed—word of God (Luke 8:11).
2. “I am the vine” (John 15).
3. “I am the door” (John 10:7).
4. Christ a spiritual rock (1 Corinthians 10:4).
G. Example: Photograph “These Are Our Children.”

lil. BIBLE NAMES.
A. Four names given in the Bible—should use these.
1. Lord’s Supper (1 Corinthians 11:20).
2. The breaking of bread (Acts 2:42).
3. The table of the Lord (1 Corinthians 10:21).
4. The communion of the body and the blood of the Lord
(1 Corinthians 10:16).

IV. HOW OFTEN?
A. Bible example: “Upon the first day of the week” (Acts
20:7).
B. Since all weeks have first day, no need to specify which
one-would be all.

1. Example: “Remember the Sabbath™ (all weeks had a
Sabbath).
C. Wisdom in every Lord’s Day.
1. Helps closer communion with Jesus.

V. WITH CHRIST.

A. Don't have communion with others—with Christ.

1. Example: Hypocrite may be on same pew.

2. Personal examination of self, not others (1 Corinthians

11:28).

3. Actions of others can help us commune with Christ.
B. The table belongs to the Lord.

1. We can’t force people to take or not take.

2. Closed communion is not a scriptural practice.
C. True, only God's children are commanded to partake.

1. Need a lot of teaching on this!

VI. WORTHY MANNER.

A. “For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and
drinketh damnation . . ."
(1 Corinthians 11:29).
1. This verse does not teach “we must be worthy”
(rather, must be in a worthy manner).
2. Context: Corinthians had corrupted supper into a
drunken feast.
B. “Worthy manner” means “seriously and spiritually
remembering the Lord’s death.”
1. Any other manner will condemn.
C. Someone has said, “All elements of worship are present in
true communion.”
. Commemoration.
Communion.
. A fellowship.
A prayer.
A thanksgiving.
A meditation.
An inspiration.
. A prophecy.
D. Communion stated as reason disciples came together.
1. “To break bread™ (Acts 20:7).
2. When you forsake assembly, you forsake the
communion (Hebrews 10:25).

CONCLUSION.

A. Only born again are to partake.

B. Can you scripturally partake of the Lord’s Supper.
C. If not, obedience will correct this.
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THE WORTHY WORSHIPER

Psalm 15

INTRODUCTION.

A. The psalmist begins by asking:
1. “Lord, who shall abide in thy tabernacle?”
2. Implies that certain requirements must be met.

B. In the remaining verses of the psalm, he answers this
question.

C. In this study, we wish to observe who can successfully
worship God.

I. HE THAT WALKETH UPRIGHTLY (verse 2).

A. This means those that do not bend from God's Will as
they walk.
B. Those that walk with Ged.
1. Enoch (Genesis 5:24).
2. Job (Job 1:1).
C. Today, those walking in the light.
1. 1 John 1:7.

Il. HE THAT WORKETH RIGHTEOUSNESS.

A. God accepts only righteousness.

1. Chose Noah over whole world (Genesis 7:1).
B. Represents God's way—His commands.

1. His Gospel (Romans 1:16,17).
C. Jesus carried out rightecusness.

1. Matthew 3:15.

lll. HE THAT SPEAKETH TRUTH IN HEART.
A. Two major principles in existence:
1. Truth and les.
2. God author of truth—devil lies.
B. Obligated to learn and speak truth.
1. John 8:32.
C. Jesus is the truth (John 14:6).
D. Only kind of worship God accepts.
1. John 4:24.

IV. HE THAT BACKBITETH NOT WITH
TONGUE.

A. The tongue must be controlled for good.
1. James 3.
B. Among many sins of Gentiles, tongue listed.
1. Romans 1:30.
C. How can a worshiper turn his tongue locse and expect to
be accepted in worship?
D. One of the things Paul feared finding at Corinth.
1. 2 Corinthians 12:20.
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V. HE THAT SPEAKS NO EVIL AGAINST
NEIGHBOR.

. Christian must build up, not destroy.

. Temptation to jump to conclusions.

Speaking evil adds wood to the fire.

1. Proverbs 26:20.

A good neighbor will find ways to help.

1. Luke 10:29-37.

Our relationship to our neighbors has bearing on our
worship.

Vil. HE THAT HONOURETH THE
GOD-FEARING.

A. God wants His children to respect the God-fearing
person.
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- B. Sees beauty in a godly life.

1. Psalm 1.
C. Has respect for true elders, teachers, preachers.

CONCLUSION.

A. Great honor to enter God's house for worship.
B. Should strive to meet His demands for worship.
C. “Spirit and in truth” please God.

D. Are you one of His children?

E. Are you a worthy worshiper?
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DOORS TO ENTER
FOR HEAVEN

1 Corinthians 16:8,9

INTRODUCTION.

A. Paul uses door in a figure as an opportunity to preach the
gospel.

B. Door—that through which one enters.
1. Revelation 4:1.
2. 2 Peter 1:4-11.
3. Other doors must be entered if one enters the door of

heaven.
C. Let us notice these doors.

Il. DOOR OF INSTRUCTION.

A. Jews were not instructed to enter Jewish religion.
1. Instructed later.
2. Born into covenant without knowledge (Deuteronomy
6:16-25).
3. New covenant promised (Hebrews 8:8).
4. Not like old (Jeremiah 31:31).
B. Jesus taught one must be drawn and taught to come to
the father.
1. John 6:44,45.
. Sanctification through the Word (John 17:17).
. Makes us appreciate more.
. Matthew 28:19,20.
. Mark 16:15,16.
. 2 Timothy 4:1.5.
. Romans 1:16.
. 1 Peter 1:25.
. 1 Corinthians 1:21, 2:2, 9:16.

DOOR OF SALVATION.

. Jesus came to save (Matthew 1:21; John 10:9).

. Invitation to all (Matthew 11:28-30).

. Only taught can accept (John 6:44-45).

. To accept is to obey (Hebrews 5:9; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9;
Romans 6:17,18).

. To obey—believe (John 8:24), repent (Acts 17:30) confess
(Romans 10:9,10), and be baptized (Mark 16:16).
1. Salvation is found in Christ.

lil. DOOR OF PRAYER.

A. This door can be entered only if one has come through
the first two doors.
1. John 9:31.
2. Proverbs 28:9.
3. 1 Peter 3:12.
B. As sons of God, we may ask of the Father.
1. Galatians 3:26,27.
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IV. DOOR OF SERVICE.

A. All the good we do will not count unless the first doors
are entered.
1. Matthew 7:21.23.
2. Matthew 25:31-46.

B. Work assignments—not just to please elders and preacher,
but GOD! .

C. Services give us spiritual exercise.

V. DOOR OF HEAVEN.

A. This is the one we have been working toward.
B. Jesus promised this door to apostles.

1. John 14:1-4.
C. The Bible describes this beautiful place.

17 God wants you saved for heaven.

CONCLUSION.
A. “Today is the day of Salvation.”
B. Don't do as five foolish virgins—waited too late to prepare
(Matthew 25).
C. Maybe you have already entered door of instruction,
1. Why not the others?
D. Why not obey now?
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LIGHT

INTRODUCTION.

A. As one studies through Old Testament and New
Testament, figure of light used often.
1. Therefore, must be very important.

B. This sermon deals with spiritual lessons from light.

. GOD IS LIGHT.

A. 2 Samuel 22:29.
1. We all have a potential light—candle.
2. Must light up. (Example: Can have 1,000 candles, but
no light unless lighted.)
B. Psalm 18:28.
C. Says of God (Psalm 104:2).
D. New Testament declares God to be light.
1. 1 John 1:5.

Il. SOURCE OF ALL LIGHT.
A. God created light (Genesis 1:14-18).
B. God is Father of lights (James 1:17).
C. First light in Eden, then darkness (sin), then a ray of light
(hope)—Genesis 3:15.
D. As Old Testament advances, light gets brigh<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>